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Dispute over excavation at The Pit settled

B Construction reaches street level
By MARY SCHLEY

A BATTLE over insurance money and who’s respon-
sible for damage to the buildings that border the property
at Dolores and Fifth now formerly known as The Pit has
come to an end, just as construction on the mixed-use

complex, called Ulrika Plaza, reached street level.

The 16,000-square-foot property bordered by The
Carmel Foundation’s Haseltine Court apartments to the
west and the Carmel Art Association’s gallery to the south
earned “The Pit” nickname after Leidig Draper Properties
excavated the site to make way for the garage for its large
project but stopped work in March 2019 after running
out of money. Later that year, foundation and art associ-
ation representatives said the digging

PHOTO,/MIKE BUFFO, HOUSE OF 8 MEDIA

and compaction had damaged their
buildings, including making one of the
Haseltine apartments unsafe to inhabit
and dropping parts of the property as
much as 6 inches. The gallery reported
cracks in the walls and ceilings, and
floors settling.

The developers ended up selling to
Patrice Pastor in 2020 for $9 million
when then-Mayor Dave Potter con-
vinced him to buy the blighted prop-
erty, and, following numerous hearings
and redesigns, his local firm, Esperanza
Carmel, received approval from the
planning commission for the mixed-use
Ulrika Plaza project in August 2023.

Raised funds
The foundation and the art associa-
tion sought reimbursement from Leidig
Draper’s insurance company, along with
help from Esperanza, for the damage to

Mixed-use Ulrika Plaza is starting to take shape as The Pit is no longer a pit. Neighbors

to the west and south reached a setilement regarding damage to their buildings.

See THE PIT page 294

Legislature ends session with slew of bills

B Sctback for Newsom on utility liability

CALIFORNIA LAWMAKERS have left a pile of
bills on the desk of Gov. Gavin Newsom, who will have to
decide what to sign with his 2028 presidential campaign
in mind.

The legislative session officially ended Tuesday morn-
ing with lawmakers sending the governor a wide range of
new laws, spanning from restricting the job prospects of

Capitol Access

By CAITLIN CONRAD

federal immigration agents to banning “addictive feeds”
on teen social media accounts. One noticeable hole in the
slate of bills is a hulking piece of legislation that would
have capped how much power companies could be forced

Well drilling underway
at former C.V. airport

By CHRIS COUNTS

DEVELOPER PATRICK Orosco is drilling four
wells at the former Carmel Valley Airfield, where he pre-
viously announced plans to build 90 homes, Monterey
County officials confirmed this week. But they also said
the builder’s development application has lapsed.

County building official Craig Spencer told The Pine
Cone that Orosco did not file an application “within 180
days of the preliminary application.”

Multiple permits
“There is no vested application for a subdivision pend-
ing on the site at this time,” he said.
But Spencer provided details about a well-drilling rig at
the airfield, which he reported is working on the second of

See WELLS page 164

to pay when their equipment ignites catastrophic wildfires.

Newsom wanted a law that would eliminate the ability
of insurance companies to recover victims’ payouts from
utilities while also restricting financial compensation for
the pain and suffering of victims. The proposal was wildly
unpopular, and even a last-minute deal that nixed most of
Newsom’s plan fell apart Tuesday morning, highlighting

See LAWS page 184

New fireproofing
rules for all
Carmel homes

By MARY SCHLEY

EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY, property owners can
place gravel or other permeable fire-resistant materials
around their homes without penalty, following a unani-
mous vote by the Carmel City Council on Tuesday.

The emergency ordinance amending the city’s munici-
pal code also requires woodpiles to be located away from
structures and mandates the use of fire-resistant vents and
windows.

The “urgency ordinance
home-hardening regulations
citywide” aims to “improve
wildfire resilience through-
out Carmel-by-the-Sea while
more permanent regulations
are developed,” according
to acting city administrator
Brandon Swanson.

Gravel, decomposed
granite and other non-plant
materials have long counted
against site coverage on a
property, which discouraged
people from using them. “Gravel counts as site coverage
just like concrete,” Swanson said. “To put it around your
house, you get dinged.” Instead, homeowners commonly
use “natural” materials like mulch and wood chips.

establishing  interim

Putting state’s
‘Zone Zero’
policies into
effect

Woodpiles

But with new state rules severely restricting the pres-
ence of anything flammable near structures in what the
state calls “very high fire hazard” zones, the council
decided to remove the “regulatory barrier to creating a
noncombustible area immediately adjacent to homes.”

The ordinance adopted Sept. 1 also extends rules
already in place for properties in high-hazard zones and

See FIREPROOF page 174

As BIG SUR FIRES SPREAD, ONE GROWS FASTER

By CHRIS COUNTS

THE TWO largest wildfires in California are raging
in Monterey County for the third time in the past two
decades. But it’s the second one, the Plaskett Fire, that’s
spreading more quickly.

“The Plaskett Fire remains far more volatile and is
continuing to grow,” Cal Fire reported Thursday morn-
ing. “Steep, rugged terrain, heavy vegetation and limited
access are complicating suppression efforts. Crews are
focused on strengthening existing control features and lim-
iting further spread, with structure defense and protection

of critical infrastructure remaining top priorities.”

For the fires to meet, one would have to cross Nacimien-
to-Fergusson Road, which is no certainty given the vast
array of firefighting resources deployed. The two blazes
are about 16 miles apart.

Massive areas burned
The Plaskett Fire, which broke out Aug. 26, has burned
29,123 acres — surpassing the size of the Timber Fire,
which started Aug. 8 and has burned 25,226 acres. The

See FIRES page 314

The Timber Fire (above) ignites the ridgeline of one of Big Sur's steep and
densely forested coastal canyons as it becomes the largest in the state. A
Marin County-based group is helping o de-stress firefighters by infroducing

them to therapy dogs [right).

PHOTOS/(ABOVE] KYLE EVANS, (RIGHT) FIRST RESPONDER THERAPY DOGS
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RHEIM DERMATOLOGY

COSMETIC LASER CENTER" \

JOSEPH R. RHEIM, M.D.

Gift Certificates Available

Botox at $10.00 per unit,
Juvederm °XC filler 1mL syrings at $700 each.
LIMELIGHT $300.00 per treatment,
a $150 per treatment savings.

Sparkle with a Diamond Glow Treatment
+ complementary mask, $200.00. Savings of $150.00

Vitamin B-12
Give your body the vitamins it deserves,
ask about our Vitamin B-12 series of injections.

All treatments are scheduled with our licensed RN. Please make your
appointment by calling our offices today. All offers expire 9-16-26.
General Dermatology: 831.373.4404

Cosmetic Laser Center: 831.373.0441
757 Pacific Street, Suite A-1, Monterey

Advanced Dermatology Medical Clinic

www.rheimdermatology.com
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MEN'S CLOTHIER OF CARMEL

new fall arrivals

sport coats
soft coats
ouferwear
shirting
sweaters
trousers
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26200 Cormel Rancho Bivd 9-6 Daily 831.626.7555
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Second generation

Last week, we met Cavalier King Charles spaniels
Minka and Gus from Pebble Beach. Since then, we’ve
learned they were cavalier enough to have puppies.
Twice. Bellini, now 6, and Martini, 2, are sisters from
different litters.

Both pups belong to the sister of Minka and Gus’
owner, who has raised them alongside their parents in
Pebble Beach but is preparing to move her little brood
to San Francisco.

“Gus was supposed to be fixed, but clearly it didn’t
happen in time, and Minka got pregnant,” their owner
said. “At least our mom knew how to handle newborn
puppies, since her dog had puppies when Mom was a
child.”

The first litter produced three pups. So many people
had spoken for them and were filled with anticipation
and excitement, but Minka “overpromised and under-
delivered,” her owner said.

Those puppies were so adorable that the folks still
hoping for one urged the family to allow a second litter.
This time, Minka overdelivered with a brood of seven
Cavaliers.

TUES. to FRI. 8:30-5:30 | SAT. 8:30-3:00

Located in Morgan Court
’ On Lincoln St., between Ocean Ave. ’

Jerry Solomon Master Barber ’

& 7th Ave. Suite 6
Carmel-by-the-Sea | 831-375-8571

IIIIIII/

HALORE

ITALIAN CRAFTSMANSHIP. TIMELESS STYLE.

MEN’S & WOMEN’S WEAR

LORO PIANA ¢ KITON « BONTONI « CESARE ATTOLINI
KEVAN HALL ¢ TRICOT CHIC « ARTICO « PALOMA

Carmel Plaza, Ocean Avenue & Mission Street

atkinsfineclothiers.com

By Lisa Crawford Watson

“My sister has Bellini, from the first litter, who is not
as cuddly as Martini, from the second litter. She is so
much like her father, Gus,” her owner said. “They both
love to chase and hog the ball.”

Yet, when at the beach, Martini waits only so long
before she steals the ball and then lies down on it to
claim ownership, her owner said.

Like Minka, Martini loves attention from any person
and every dog. “A social butterfly,” her owner said. “She
loves to make friends, flitting from one to another.”

Unlike their parents, who share a crate at night —
and we know how that worked out — Martini and Bellini
prefer separate crates. Unwilling to share their space,
each claims her own, never having to be told whose is
whose.
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55" OFF MSRP

OPPLETON’S

CELEBRATING 45 YEARS
16,000 SQ FT MONTEREY SHOWROOM
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IS TOURISM GOOD OR BAD?
INQUIRING MINDS WANT TO KNOW.

By MARY SCHLEY

ON THE heels of a very busy Car
Week and a spring season that saw huge
traveler numbers with the reopening of
Highway 1, the Carmel Residents Asso-
ciation, the city’s destination marketing
group, and the chamber of commerce are
working with a regional

cities, wants the visitors it has to stay lon-
ger, rather than to attract more of them,
according to Ritter. She observed that
“most of the places that have the chal-
lenges you’re experiencing” have similarly

small populations.
Ritter, along with representatives of
Visit Carmel, the Carmel Chamber of
Commerce, the Carmel

agency to develop a plan to
better manage tourism.

With consultant Cathy
Ritter of Better Destinations,
which seeks to create “flour-
ishing tourism economies
while addressing complex
challenges,” they hosted
a town hall meeting last
month to solicit feedback

Opinions sought
on what Kinds
of visitors are
best for Carmel

Residents Association and
See Monterey, the county’s
regional tourism agency,
invited participants to share
their thoughts at the session,
and they launched an online
survey Tuesday that “is part
of a community-led effort
to identify opportunities
for managing Carmel tour-

from community members
and this week launched an online survey.
“You are among the special places in
this country, in this world, that are dealing
with issues around visitor management,”
Ritter told the group in Carpenter Hall at
Sunset Center Aug. 20. “You’re where
people want to go, they know about you —
you’re famous — and they want to expe-
rience what you have on their vacations.”

Get what you want

But that popularity creates traffic and
parking problems and consumes resources,
she said, so the goal is to figure out how to
manage visitation and reduce its impacts.

“How can Carmel get what it wants
out of an economy that is the backbone
of its finances?” she asked. And how
can it enhance the visitor and resident
experience?

Ritter said she plans to “deliver prac-
tical data-driven recommendations that
are informed by stakeholder input and
research” by November.

Carmel, like other Monterey Peninsula

Y

ism while safeguarding our
community’s unique character, economic
vitality, resident quality of life and visitor
experience.”

‘Three best reasons’

The questionnaire begins with basic
demographic questions, including age, city
of residence and workplace location, and
then asks respondents to rate the quality of
life here in comparison with other Califor-
nia locations and beyond.

It asks for “the three best reasons” to
live in Carmel, along with the three most
important ways that life here could be
improved, and goes on to inquire about the
frequency of visits downtown and to the
beach, reasons for going, modes of trans-
portation, and jobs.

On tourism impacts, it asks about the
ease of parking in town during certain
times of the day, week and year, and seeks
opinions on possible solutions, such as
shuttles, stiffer fines, paid parking and new

See TOURISM page 244

RYANMELCHER

PROPERTIES

NEW LISTING

Excellent Remodel Opportunity - Premier Location

26655 Pancho Way, Carmel - $1,995,000

3Bed | 2Bath | 2,305 Sq. Ft. | 43,996 Saq. Ft. Lot

Open House: Saturday, 1-3 PM

FOR SALE

Santa Barbara Style in Pebble Beach

3017 Forest Way, Pebble Beach - $1,995,000

3 Bed | 2Bath | 2,008 Sqg. Ft. | 12,500 Saq. Ft. Lot
Open House: Sat,12-2PM | Sun,1-3PM

Meticulous Craftsman With Peekaboo Views

FJRN.COM SCANDINAVIAN
SUMMER SHOP - THROUGH LABOR DAY

% W Eye Coffee Table, Oiled Walnut
Made in Denmark - Designed by Finn Juhl
This eye-shaped, three-legged table was originally designed to compliment sofas.
The shape of the Eye Coffee Table fits perfectly with the sofa, and hence creating
a design unity between the two pieces. The small table with the characteristic and
organic eye-shape is a perfect complement to a sectional sofa and fits almost any
design style—particularly as a side table for alamp, a vase of flowers or books.

L:35.4” xW:22”xH:19.7”
Oiled Walnut, Walnut Veneer
One available from our studio
$3,923|Sale: $1,961

fjorn.com

CHO11 Coffee Table, Oiled Oak
Made in Denmark - Hans Wegner

The CHO11 Coffee Table was designed

by Hans ). Wegnerin 1954. Its four
tapered legs tilt slightly outwards towards the two sides of the table, giving the solid
top an elegant lightness, which is only further highlighted by the rounding of the legs
towards the floor.

L:51.1”xW: 21.7” xH: 17.5” | Oiled Oak
One available from our studio: $4,215 | Sale: $2,107

Last days of Summer Pop-up: Friday, Saturday & Monday 11 -4
Located in the courtyard of the Pine Inn Hotel

**> Narn.com

scandinavian

Ocean Avenue & Lincoln Street | Carmel-by-the-Sea
text or call 831-620-0123 | email carmel@fjorn.com

“FJ@RN offers the best of Scandinavia in an expertly curated one-stop shop.” — Better Homes & Gardens

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

NEW LISTING NEW PRICE

Classic Charm, Modern Comfort

Lobos 3 NW of 4th, Carmel - $2,595,000

3 Bed | 2Bath | 1,465 Sq. Ft. | 4,700 Sq. Ft. Lot
Open House: Sat,12-3PM | Sun,1-4 PM

FOR SALE FOR SALE

Hatton Ranch Meadows - A Unique Legacy Property
5155 Carmel Valley Road, Carmel - $3,595,000

One Bedroom Cottage with a Barn

12.9 Park-Like Acres with Views of the Santa Lucia’s

Storybook Cottage With a Guest House
24778 Guadalupe Street, Carmel - $2,800,000
3Bed | 3 Bath | 1,351Sq. Ft. | 4,000 Sq. Ft. Lot

24785 Santa Rita Street, Carmel - $2,895,000
3 Bed | 2Bath | 1,600 Sqa. Ft. | 4,000 Sq. Ft. Lot

Representing Exceptional Properties in Carmel & Pebble Beach

INDIVIDUAL AGENT ON
THE MONTEREY
PENINSULA IN 2025

SOTHEBY’S AGENT
ON THE MONTEREY
PENINSULA IN 2025

t#2 #1

Ryan Melcher
831.521.5024
ryan@ryanmelcher.com
RyanMelcher.com

DRE: 01897036




A trusted name on the Monterey Peninsula
for nearly 50 years!

Terry McGowan 831.236.7251

TerryMcGowan.com

terry.mcgowan@sothebyshomes.com
GRI, CRS, ABR, SRS, e-Pro, SRES ~ DRE: 01126129

o ) . |
INTERNATIONAL REALTY Helping you reach your real estate goals since 1991!

HELP IS ON THE WAY!
AlphaAbacus Learning Center: Established 2003
Rachel Phillips M. A. Education
“Gracie”
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT TUTORING CENTER
“Where Learning Is Fun”

READING - MATH - WRITING - ACADEMIC SUBJECTS
STUDY SKILLS - HOMEWORK HELP - TEST PREP
WWW.ALPHAABACUSLEARNINGCENTER.COM

831-596-9394 | 831-625-6053
200 Clock Tower Place, Suite A204, Carmel
Home Schooling Support AlphaAbacuslearningcenter@gmail.com

WE BUY GUNS AND AMMO

Specializing in Estate Firearms Solutions

JEFF CECILIO
831-915-3473

jcfirearmsandammao.com | JCFirearmsammo@gmail.com

2 Harris Court, Ste. A-3, Monterey

(by appointment only, no walk-ins)
FFL# 977053014E055556

A

ACCEL

BUSINESS ADVISORS

Your Contact for Selling or Buying a Business

Rob Rigolfi

CADRE#00878698

MoRE THAN BusINESs BROKERAGE
(831) 293-4943

Rrigolfi@accelvalue.com

ﬁ%mw Aotices

w Let us help you pay tribute to your loved one with

an affordable obituary in The Carmel Pine Cone.

For more information please contact:

IS Anne Papineau (831) 274-8654

anne(@carmelpinecone.com

Welcoming New Patients -

(")) GENTRY
—J PSYCHIATRIC

PRIVATE PSYCHIATRIC PRACTICE

=
;gi’a
e

4

@D Talk Therapy o
@% Medication Management
Eé Comprehensive Assessment

In-Person Appointments in Carmel
Telepsychiatry available throughout California =

26362 Carmel Rancho Lane | Suite 204 - P 3
Carmel-by-the-Sea, CA 93923 =N A

831-574-3020 Preston Gentry, MD

info@GentryPsychiatric.com » !
www.GentryPsychiatric.com Board-Certified Psychiatrist
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Police &
Sheriff’s Log

Rubber met road, noise was made

HERE’S A look at some of the signifi-
cant calls logged by the police departments
of Carmel-by-the-Sea, Pacific Grove, Mon-
tetrey, Seaside and Marina. This week’s log
was compiled by Mary Schley.

THURSDAY, AUG. 13

Pacific Grove: At approximately 2221
hours, a traffic stop was conducted on a ve-
hicle that ran the stop sign at Congress Ave-
nue and Lighthouse Avenue. The 21-year-old
male driver was found to not have a valid li-
cense, the vehicle was towed, and the driver
was cited and released.

Pacific Grove: At approximately 2323
hours, a traffic stop was conducted for vehi-
cle violations in the 300 block of David Ave-
nue. The 48-year-old female driver, who was
out on her own recognizance and had search
terms, was found in possession of suspected
crystal methamphetamine and drug parapher-
nalia, which was in violation of her release

terms. The suspect was cited and released at
the scene.

Pebble Beach: Deputies responded to a
report of stolen property on Cypress Drive
involving a 70-year-old male victim.

Carmel Valley: Deputies documented a
fraud on Oak Meadow Lane involving an un-
known perpetrator and an 80-year-old female
victim.

Big Sur: Report taken on Highway 1 for
forced oral copulation.

Pebble Beach: Suspicious circumstances
reported on Cypress Drive.

FRIDAY, AUG. 14

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Found necklace at
Junipero Street and Fourth Avenue.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Lost scarf at Junipe-
ro Street and Fourth Avenue.

See POLICE LOG page 9RE
in the Real Estate Section

The gavel falls

Verdicts, pleas and sentencings announced by
Monterey County District Attorney Jeannine Pacioni

Aug. 13 — Nicolas Mejia Ruvalcaba and
Ana Ortiz Ruvalcaba, both 73, have entered
no contest pleas to charges arising from the
unlawful and dangerous housing they provid-
ed on their 23-acre property in Royal Oaks.

Nicolas Ruvalcaba pleaded no contest to
two felony counts of tax evasion with the
aggravated white collar crime enhancement,
as well as misdemeanor charges of providing
unpermitted housing and failure to maintain
workers’ compensation insurance. Ana Ruv-
alcaba pleaded no contest to misdemeanor tax
evasion, providing unpermitted housing, and
failure to maintain workers’ compensation
insurance. The Hon. Mark Hood is scheduled
to sentence the Ruvalcabas on Sept. 29.

The Ruvalcabas concurrently entered into
a settlement resolving the People’s civil un-
fair competition lawsuit against them. The

civil enforcement action addressed numerous
violations, including maintaining dangerous
structures unfit for human occupancy, failing
to install smoke detectors in occupied struc-
tures, operating a public water system with-
out a permit, and performing unlawful grad-
ing of slopes, among other violations of law.

Under the stipulated plea agreement in the
criminal case and stipulated final judgment in
the civil enforcement action, the Ruvalcabas
will pay a total of $800,000, which includes
$450,000 in victim restitution; $134,560
in unpaid taxes to the California Franchise
Tax Board; $67,174 in fines and costs to
Monterey County Housing and Community
Development; $10,588 in costs to the Mon-
terey County Environmental Health Bureau;

See GAVEL page 22A

NiversA®
19862026

40TH ANNIVERSARY
SUPER SALE!

CELEBRATE WITH HOT DEALS)

GET UP TO 40% OFF ON

SELECT ITEMS
NEW ITEMS & NEW MARKDOWNS

FLEXSTEEL, AMERICAN LEATHER, ROWE,
STRESSLESS, LEE INDUSTRIES,
JONATHAN LOUIS, & MORE!

Some exclusions apply. See a sales associate for more details. Financing available upon approval.

mum’s place

.~ 246 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove | 831-372-6250

Mon-Sat 10am-5:30pm | www.mumsfurniture.com

(£ 1G]




YOUR DOG CAN'T SIGN|
|_FOR YOUR PACKAGES'

SIGN UP FOR A MAILBOX &
GET 3 MONTHS FREE*

Mailbox Benefits:
° Secure packages acceptance
Open 7 days a week
a No porch pirates, peace of mind

225 Crossroads Blvd. Carmel. (831) 625-2800

*Valid on new mailbox rentals at participating locations. Terms and conditions may apply.
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Soude?

831.624.4697

www.sudsandscissorsine.com
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pet spa

FULL SERVICE ALL BREED
PET GROOMING FOR
Docs aub caTs.
FROM SHELTER TO SHOW !
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BEST OF MONTEREY
2016,)3,18)9,20,2), 22, 23,24

10% oFF SERVICES TILL 10-%-26
UWITH COVPON excLusions aeeLy
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d e r a’
Vw7l Sovivats

with beautiful prints
and refined details.

Amina Rubinacci
Bogner
Colombo Cashmere
Edward Achour Paris
Kiton
Lamberto Losani
Maison Common
Peserico
Rani Arabella
Richard Grand

Samantha Sung BACK ROOM
SALE
Uit 60% - 80%

Via Masini And more OFF

129 Crossroads Blvd (next to Rio Grill)
Carmel, CA 93923
831-624-9400

The
CROSSROADS

CARMEL

extraordinary.

Find something WONDERFUL and so much more!

HWY 1 @ RIO RD, CARMEL, CA 93923 831.625.4106

6|© THECROSSROADSCARMEL.COM
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Carmel Bliss

Massage Spa

Carmel Bliss Massage & Spa offers a serene sanctuary where the art
of relaxation and wellness come together in perfect harmony. Our
diverse range of massage services is designed to rejuvenate your
body, soothe your mind, and uplift your spirit

Treatments

Swedish Massage
Deep Tissue Massage
Couples Massage
Foot Massage

Salt Scrubs

Hot Stone Massage

Prices

30 MINUTES: $60
45 MINUTES: $70

60 MIN
90 MIN

Couples Massage
30 MINUTES: $120
60 MINUTES: $160
90 MINUTES: $240

UTES: $80

UTES: $120
Contact us
and book an
appointment now!

(831) 855-9888 | carmelblissmassage(@gmail.com

Or book online at: https://carmelblissmassage.setmore.com

BRING IN THIS AD AND GET

I'm Retiring!

$10 OFF YOUR MASSAGE

Located near the Barnyard, next to Goodwill

26350 Carmel Rancho Ln. Suite 105
Carmel-by-the-Sea, CA 93923

Aiter 45 Wonderiul Years...

Serving the Monterey Bay community
has been one of the greatest joys of
my life. ’'m deeply grateful for all the

friendships, memories, and support over

the years.

Come say hello and find hundreds of

fine handmade rugs — new and antique,
in every size and color — now offered at

huge retirement discounts.

NOMADS
RETIREMENT

SALE

All Rugs

60% OFF

Nomads Fine Rugs
486 Alvarado St., Monterey, California

(831) 373 1009
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Suit over cyclist’s death settled

By MARY SCHLEY

THE WRONGFUL-DEATH lawsuit
filed against the woman accused of hit-
ting and killing a Monterey man while he
was bicycling on 17 Mile Drive in Pebble
Beach last December has settled, accord-
ing to documents filed in

Pollack was “violently ejected from his
bicycle and sustained catastrophic blunt
force trauma” after his “body first struck
the front windshield of the Toyota, shatter-
ing it, and was then propelled upward into
the air, subsequently crashing through the
glass moonroof of the Toyota before com-

ing to rest in the back seat.”

Monterey County Superior
Court last month. The mis-
demeanor criminal case
against Dana Lauchlan, 62
at the time, is proceeding.

In the civil complaint
filed by attorney Larry Bie-
gel on behalf of Naomi
Pollack and her daughters,
Lauchlan is described as

Terms reached
and dismissal
with prejudice
requested

Medics pronounced Pol-
lack dead at 9:33 a.m.

On behalf of herself and
their two daughters, she sued
for negligence and “loss of
financial support, loss of
companionship, care, com-
fort and society, and other
economic and non-economic
losses,” and said Lauchlan

driving a 2011 Toyota Venza

southbound on 17 Mile Drive while avid
cyclist and Cal State University Monte-
rey Bay professor Seth Pollack was riding
northbound on 17 Mile Drive.

“He was an experienced cyclist and had
traveled this route on many occasions,” the
complaint said. Lauchlan turned left and
“entered decedent’s path in such a sudden
manner that she collided head-on with the
decedent’s bicycle with the bumper of her
vehicle.”

had a duty “to operate her
motor vehicle with reasonable care and to
keep a proper lookout for other roadway
users, including bicyclists.”

Payment pending
In June, the parties told the court they
were working on a settlement, and at a
July 21 case management conference, Bie-
gel reported the suit had been served and

See SETTLED page 23A

THOMAS + KINKADE

CARMEL « MONTEREY
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EVERYTHING

NOVEMBER 30TH, 2026
STUDIO IN THE GARDEN
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Tangle over boat rental business

September 4, 2026

By KELLY NIX

THE OWNERS of a Monterey pad-
dleboat rental business that has long oper-
ated on Lake El Estero have temporarily
shut down and laid off employees because
an overgrowth of weeds in the lake has pre-
vented the boats from operating.

Tourists and locals hoping to take a
self-guided tour of the lake on one of the
famous swan boats offered by EI Estero
Boating are out of luck. A sign near its dock
on Del Monte Avenue says it’s closed, and
the boats — during what should be a busy
time of year — are covered with blue tarps.
The owners blame the closure on the City
of Monterey for not cutting overgrown
weeds in the roughly 20-acre lake, which
make it difficult, if not impossible, for the
paddleboats to function.

“It’s Monterey’s job to maintain Lake
El Estero, and it has not done so for two
years,” a sign at El Estero Boating at 798
Del Monte Blvd. says. “This forced our
business to close, a loss of revenue for our
business and the city, and we had to lay off

four valued employees.”

The sign goes on to say El Estero Boat-
ing, founded in 1966, rejects the city’s
contention that state permits are needed
to cut the weeds. The owners also say city
officials rejected their offer to purchase a
machine so they could cut the vegetation
themselves.

“We don’t anticipate reopening until
rain tamps the weeds down this winter,”
the business says. “Those are our slowest
revenue months.”

Meanwhile, the boat rental company
says that “birds and fish are dead and
dying,” and the “ecological balance and
look of the lake is a mess.”

Lots of red tape

Monterey Parks and Recreation direc-
tor Nicole Banks said the city “recognizes
the significant operational impact” that the
weed — which she said is called widgeon
grass — “is having on El Estero Boating.”
“At the same time, the city must follow
the applicable environmental review and
state regulatory processes before undertak-
ing the work” to cut the
grass, she told The Pine

Cone Wednesday.

The city last year
began the process of
getting a permit from the
California Department
of Fish and Wildlife to
cut back the grass, and
the application is under
review, Banks said.

“The city previously
estimated that the over-
all permitting process
could take approxi-
mately one year,” Banks
said.  Monterey  “is
working to advance the
process as quickly as
possible while ensuring

El Estero Lake is overrun with a grass that needs trimming. The vege-
tation has forced a paddleboat rental business to temporarily close. See LAKE page 30A
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NEWSOM NAMES NEW COUNTY JUDGE

By KELLY NIX

GOV. GAVIN Newsom has selected
an attorney from one of Monterey Coun-
ty’s most prominent law firms to serve as a
Superior Court judge.

On Aug. 24, Newsom announced he
had appointed Lindsey Berg-James, an
attorney with Noland, Hamerly, Etienne
& Hoss, to the bench. A Salinas native
who has practiced law since 2012, she will
fill the seat vacated by Monterey County
Superior Court Judge Timothy Roberts,
who retired.

“l am deeply honored by Governor
Newsom’s appointment to the Monterey
County Superior Court, and I look forward
to serving the community | grew up in and
have spent my career practicing law in,”
Berg-James said in a statement provided
by the court.

She has been a shareholder at the Sali-
nas-based law firm since 2021 and an asso-
ciate there since 2016. From 2013 to 2015,
Berg-James worked at Schiff Hardin in

San Francisco.

Monterey County Presiding Judge
Rafael Vazquez said Berg-James “brings
to the bench a remarkable combination of
legal ability and practical courtroom expe-
rience. She has distinguished herself as a
highly respected civil litigator, handling
complex matters from the earliest stages
of litigation through trial, while earning
the respect of judges, colleagues, opposing
counsel, clients, and court staff.”

‘Positive contribution’

Vazquez added that the county judiciary
looks forward to “working with her and
witnessing the positive contribution she
will make as she begins this important new
chapter of service to our community.”

In 2007, Berg-James received her bach-
elor’s degree in history from UC Berkeley,
and in 2012 received her J.D. from Univer-
sity of California Law San Francisco.

Court officials said her swearing-in date
will be announced soon.

Berg-James is a Democrat.

DA: Midwesterner disfigured P.G. man

By KELLY NIX

DISTURBING DETAILS  have
emerged in the case of an Illinois man
accused of violently attacking a Pacific
Grove resident he was visiting in May,
according to court documents.

On May 21, at about 9 p.m., Pacific
Grove police were called to an apartment
on Moreland Avenue for a report of an
argument between two men. When officers
arrived, they looked through an apartment
window and saw Kevin Birdo, 50, of Cen-
tralia, 1ll., cutting his own arm with a steak
knife. Officers confronted Birdo, who
eventually dropped the knife and walked
outside, where they handcuffed him.

Inside, officers found Hubert Lee Gar-
rett 111, 50, unconscious in a bedroom with

831.624.3482

VALLEY HILLS NURSERY
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THE BIG

ANNUAL
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suspected knife wounds to his face. Police
say Birdo attacked him.

‘Disfigured’

Birdo was charged with attempted
murder, mayhem, assault with a deadly
weapon, and assault by means likely to
produce great bodily injury — all felonies
— and is being held in Monterey County
Jail. On Aug. 7, county prosecutors refiled
the case, which revealed the viciousness of
the alleged attack.

“Birdo did unlawfully and maliciously
deprive Hubert Lee Garrett 11 of a member
of the body and did disable, disfigure, and
render it useless,” according to the Monte-
rey County District Attorney’s Office filing

See ATTACK page 23A
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Panetta rejects Republican
plan to limit Supreme Court

By KELLY NIX

U.S. REP. Jimmy Panetta this week
joined all but one of his Democratic col-
leagues in voting against a GOP-led effort
to prevent Congress from expanding the
U.S. Supreme Court.

On Wednesday, the House voted 212-
206 to reject a proposed constitutional
amendment that would set the high court
at nine justices. Panetta, who represents
coastal and northern parts of Monterey
County, said his no vote was intended to
preserve the legislative
branch’s  *“constitutional
authority and institutional
role.”

Evolve

“Our Founding Fathers
created the Supreme Court
under the Constitution,
but never required a cer-
tain number of justices,”
Panetta told The Pine Cone
on Thursday morning.
“That means Congress gets
to determine the court’s size
as the country and federal
judiciary evolve.”

Panetta  would  not
say whether he supports
expanding the Supreme
Court, an idea that has gained traction
among Democrats frustrated by the court’s

6-3 conservative majority. Adding jus-

tices could change the court’s ideological
balance.

The Supreme Court has had nine jus-
tices since 1869, but Panetta pointed to the

Jimmy Panetta

country’s population growth, the expan-
sion of the federal judiciary, and the fact
that the number of justices once corre-
sponded to the number of federal judicial
circuits. There are now 13 circuits.

‘Serious discussion’

“Those facts alone absolutely don’t dic-
tate whether the court should automatically
be expanded, but they do demonstrate that
there are some nonideological reasons for
a serious discussion,” Panetta said. “We
should not amend the Constitution to end
that discussion and stop
Congress from its respon-
sibility to take into account
the needs of our nation.”

All but one Democrat,
Rep. Don Davis of North
Carolina, voted against the
proposed  constitutional
amendment.

On Tuesday, Panetta
also voted against a
Republican-led resolution
condemning socialism “in
all its forms, including
the Democratic Socialists
of America,” and oppos-
ing the implementation
of socialist policies in the
United States.

The  resolution —
intended to put Democrats on record ahead
of the November midterm elections —
said “socialism has repeatedly led to fam-
ine and mass murders, and the Killing of
over 100 million people worldwide.” Eight
Democrats joined all Republicans in sup-
porting it.

The Pine Cone has been a member of the
Carmel Chamber of Commerce for more than 100 years.
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Lessons from African wildlife

B SPCA specialist’s trip to
South Africa

By LILY PATTERSON

WILDLIFE REHABILITATION
expert Rosanna Isely can now add mon-
key-catching to her résumé. Fortunately
for SPCA Monterey County, she’s not
planning on quitting her job anytime soon,
though three weeks in South Africa was
not nearly enough.

It was one part vacation, one part field
trip for the SPCA’s vice president of oper-
ations. Isely arrived at Durban’s Centre
for Wildlife Rehabilitation in late July and
immediately got to work: bottle-feeding
baby antelope and responding to reports of
a baboon gone rogue on a shopping mall
roof.

Loath as she was to leave the primates,
Isely was eager to debrief with her crew at
the SPCA. They may never have to exam-
ine a moody adolescent crocodile, but the
work is much the same, and she picked up
more than a few tips to improve what they
do.

“Our philosophies are identical, even
if the species are different. Rehabbers are
essentially doing the same thing around the
world, striving to get animals back into the
wild,” she said.

Isely has been with the agency for 20
years, aside from 2011 to 2015, when

she joined a Hawaiian conservation
team working with the island’s nearly
extinct crow species.

Though she started as a humane
officer with the SPCA, Isely became
supervisor of the wildlife center in
2008. There, she found her vocation —
and her preferred style of vacation.

A visit to the massive, ecologically
diverse continent was her holy grail.

“If I went to Africa, I wanted to get
my hands dirty. In 2018, T was sup-
posed to work with a rhino conserva-
tion program, but the opportunity fell
through, and since then I’ve been looking
for ways to get out there,” said Isely.

Conservation, antipoaching

After two weeks at the Durban center,
she finally earned her rhinoceros moment
with a visit to Wild Connections. A con-
servation enterprise that focuses on the
horned ungulate and other at-risk species,
the group funds its work by welcoming vis-
itors and students for educational experi-
ences. Isely volunteered with that crew for
the third week of her trip, helping monitor
animals within an inland wildlife reserve,
assisting with emergency responses, and
learning about antipoaching tactics.

“The conservation work they do there
is so specific. It’s a unique set of chal-
lenges, especially with the poaching that’s
ramped up in the last couple of decades,”
said Isely, whose first years with the SPCA

BROKER ASSOCIATE
831.915.9710

DRE 01747647

COMPASS
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DEBBYBECKREALTOR@GMAIL.COM

OPEN SAT 1-3PM | 25 CI

were spent investigating animal cruelty
and neglect throughout the county.

“This whole trip really filled my cup,
but the best part was connecting with other
rehabbers and talking about diets, care
plans, husbandry practices — it was such a
cool learning experience. We all exchanged
contact information before I left,” she said.

“Cool” being relative, only Isely could
sound so enthused as she described how
the South African team uses the same type
of cat food her team does, as a dietary sup-
plement for certain insect-eating birds.

What you can’t buy at Petco, however,
is a baboon.

Wrangling primates
The mall monkey was “so dexterous,
just coming up and down the walls, and
we didn’t even get him. The next day, he
got himself wedged in a corner, and it took

4 BD |3 BA|2,485SQ FT | $1,399,000

That's not a deer,

but an anfelope that
SPCA Monterey
County's Rosanna
Isely encountered on
a recent frip to South
Africa. The wildlife
rehabilitator has been
in the field for over
20 years, nursing sick,
injured, and neglect-
ed creatures back to

health.
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a giant monkey trap to catch him,” she
laughed.

“The initial response was just myself
and a field nurse. A nearby wildlife team
was called in for backup, and there were
a bunch of people standing around taking
pictures, because baboons aren’t native
to that area,” Isely added. Though smug-
gling seems likely, she said, they don’t
know how or why the primate ended up in
Durban.

Eager to make another trip “as soon
as possible,” the Marina resident said she
feels fortunate that her lifelong search
for wild encounters has led her to serve
the largest animal welfare organization in
Monterey County.

“I am one of those lucky people. Since
I could think to even mention a career, my
mom always said I wanted to work with
animals,” she said.

ELO VISTA DR | MONTEREY

OPEN SUN 1-3 PM | 478 MCKINLEY DRIVE | MARINA

414 Adams Street | 831.394.2700

' |

3BD|2.5BA| 2,403 SQ FT | $1,579,000

THEDEBBYBECKGROUPCOM

-
e a new carpet.

carpetcaravan

Flooring Monterey County Since 1986




September 4, 2026

The Carmel Pine Cone

Sea lions sickened by toxic algae

By CHRIS COUNTS

A SURGE in toxic algae along the
California coast has left local beaches
dotted with sick sea lions and seals, the
Marine Mammal Center reported Aug. 28.

The marine mammals feed on fish and
shellfish that have high concentrations of
domoic acid, which accumulates when the
animals consume toxic algae. As a result,
they experience lethargy, disorientation,
unpredictable behavior, twitching, trem-
ors, seizures and, in some cases, heart and
brain damage.

“We have seen flare-ups of animals
stranding with signs of domoic acid poi-
soning,” said the center, which is in Sau-
salito. “These are primarily California sea
lions, but also fur seals, and have recently
been heavily concentrated on the Monterey
Peninsula.”

40 rescued recently
Spokesman Giancarlo Rulli told The
Pine Cone that the center’s staff have
rescued about 40 sea lions in Monterey
County and southern Santa Cruz County
since Aug. 24.

“For context, the center’s
average annual number of
sea lions rescued for domoic
acid poisoning across our
approximately 600-mile
California response range is
roughly 75 to 90 animals,”
Rulli said. “We have already
surpassed that average as we
enter September.”

Rulli said the outbreak
has put a strain on the cen-
ter’s staff and resources.

“Our hotline is receiving
anywhere from 300 to more
than 600 calls per day,” he
noted. “Responding to a sin-
gle neurologic sea lion can
require a team of four to six
trained responders, along

SEPT 3

with a 50- to 100-pound carrier crate, and
often a mile or more walk on the beach.”

Once rescuers reach a sea lion, they
face an array of challenges.

“These animals can be physically dif-
ficult and unpredictable to handle because
of the neurological effects of the toxin,”
Rulli continued. “As a result, our teams
are experiencing delayed response times
in some areas and may need to prioritize
individual animals based on factors such as
location, beach access, and the density of
beachgoers and dogs.”

First local case

Marine biologists diagnosed the first
local case in marine mammals in 1998.
In recent years, “this brutal disease has
become much more unpredictable and
intense,” the center observed.

“The neurotoxin accumulates in small
fish that are eaten by marine mammals
including sea lions,” the center explained.
“If left untreated, domoic acid can cause
marine mammals to have seizures and
heart failure.”

See SEA LIONS page 21A

OTO/COURTESY MARINE MAMMAL CENTER

Two sea lions {above), along with many others suffering domoic
acid poisoning, are being freated by the Marine Mammal Cen-
fer in Sausalito.
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Man’s threats lead to shutdown of CVR

B Some say he’s a vet with PTSD
By MARY SCHLEY

CHARGES ARE yet to be filed against the 45-year-
old Carmel-area resident whose alleged threats against
construction workers shut down Carmel Valley Road for
several hours last week as officers searched for him.

Shortly before 8 p.m. Aug. 20, the Monterey County
Sheriff’s Office received a complaint regarding night work
being done by construction crews on the valley road near
Carmel Middle School. “During multiple telephone calls
with public safety personnel, the caller became increas-
ingly agitated and eventually made statements threatening
to shoot and kill people,” Cmdr. Andy Rosas said.

Evacuations
The caller, identified as James Bodine, “also claimed to
have access to numerous firearms, including a high-pow-
ered rifle,” he added. Because of the threats of violence,

the sheriff’s office sought assistance from the California
Highway Patrol, Carmel Police Department, and fire and
emergency medical personnel.

Bodine lives on Rotunda Drive — a street that over-
looks the area where the repaving was taking place. Not
knowing where he might be, authorities shut down the
road and cleared the area while deputies and Seaside fire-
fighters used drones to search for him.

A drone operator reported spotting Bodine “hunkered
down in some kind of bush” but said nothing was visible
in his hands and that he was waving at the drone.

“It doesn’t look like he has a firearm anywhere near
him,” he said.

One officer decided to take two others with him to
approach and talk to the man, while they had rifle cov-
erage from across the street, according to radio traffic.
Bodine was also repeatedly on and off the phone with the
CHP dispatcher.

Eventually, sheriff’s deputies tracked Bodine to his
home, where he was arrested and taken to Community
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Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula for evaluation.

“As part of the investigation, deputies located and
seized a .22-caliber rifle from Bodine’s residence,” Rosas
said, while radio traffic indicated he had a .45-caliber
semiautomatic pistol registered to him.

Criminal threats

After being medically cleared, Bodine was booked into
Monterey County Jail for making criminal threats and
resisting, delaying or obstructing a peace officer, with bail
set at $150,000. He has since been released.

The sheriff’s office did not offer any explanation for
Bodine’s behavior, nor did
it comment on his back-
ground. However, some who
responded to an online post
about his arrest criticized the
agency for failing to identify
him as a military veteran
who suffers from post-trau-
matic stress disorder.

“Unfortunate that you
forgot to add in his identi-
fication that he is a veteran
with PTSD,” said Rayshell Bradley. “He’s not just some
crazy dude with no reasoning.”

Ava Scofield speculated the episode was in response
to more than 16 hours of “loud resurfacing construction
work, day and night, for four days straight.”

The Monterey County District Attorney’s Office has not
filed any new charges, but a 2025 case against Bodine is
proceeding, with a hearing set for this week. He is accused
of misdemeanor vandalism, false registration/license plate
on a 2009 Cadillac, and hit-and-run stemming from an
incident last year.

Drone showed
him on the
phone and
not armed
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‘“WORLD’S FASTEST RACING RETURNS TO LAGUNA

B Corkscrew to get new name
By MARY SCHLEY

|NDYCAR — THE country’s top motorsports cham-
pionship, billed as “the fastest racing on earth” — returns
to Laguna Seca Raceway Sept. 4-6, where the series will
wrap up its season. The competition follows last week’s
history-making battle at the 123-year-old Milwaukee
Mile, where driver Pato O’Ward won two 250-lap races
and where driver Alex Palou clinched his fifth national
championship title.

The weekend will also be momentous with the official
dedication of the world-famous Corkscrew corner to the
late Alex Zanardi, whose
pass there to snatch the win
from Bryan Herta during the
last lap of the last race of the
season in September 1996
made history. Thirty years
later, “The Pass” remains
one of the most recognized
moments in American open-
wheel racing.

“The image of Zanardi
attacking the Corkscrew
with characteristic determination and fearlessness has
become inseparable from the legacy of the circuit itself,”
track officials said. But his reach extends far beyond rac-
ing. After losing his legs in a violent crash at a racetrack
in Germany in 2001, Zanardi made a heroic return to the
sport and went on to become a champion handcyclist and
multi-time Paralympic gold medalist. He died May 1.

‘Grazie Alex’
greets fans

at famous
zigzag corner

Important names
It’s also fitting that the Turn 7 stretch leading to the
Corkscrew is named the Rahal Straight, in honor of Bobby
Rahal, one of the winningest drivers at Laguna and an
IndyCar team owner whose son, Graham, also races and
is set to be on the track. The other named corners are the
Andretti Hairpin (Turn 2, named for Mario Andretti, one

Support The Pine Cone by supporting our advertisers!

INDYCAR

SERIES

GRAND PRI
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INDYCAR CHAMPIONSHIP WEEK 2026

of the most famous men in motorsports) and Rainey Curve
(Turn 9, in recognition of three-time world champion
motorcycle racer, racing series owner and Carmel Valley
resident Wayne Rainey).

Several drivers will sport special liveries to honor
Zanardi while racing at WeatherTech Raceway Laguna

Seca, and although the championship is decided, the com-
petition will be as stiff as ever. Many IndyCar drivers —
who are from all over the world — claim this track is their
favorite.

In addition, the series’ younger, up-and-coming drivers
will have a chance to test their skills. They’ll be joined by
the Porsche Sprint Challenge, the Indy Autonomous Chal-
lenge, and the Historic IndyCar Exhibition, along with
three days of fan experiences and special events.
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Honoring Home, Family & Community « www.HeinrichBrooksher.com
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The 2026 season comes down to this: championship weekend.

After 17 races and thousands of miles, a champion will be crowned
at WeatherTech Raceway Laguna Seca. Come be part of history.

Tickets, hospitality, and camping at WeatherTechRaceway.com
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Law expands farmers market access for small WINeries Zifsons o romoving tat rcunemenand stiow

ing wineries that source grapes from elsewhere to offer

By KELLY NIX Sen. John Laird that received bipartisan support in the their products at certified farmers markets. _
Legislature. Laird, who represents most of Monterey County, said
SMALL MONTEREY County wineries will be able Current law requires wine sold at farmers markets to ~ California wineries are “hurting” and that the law delivers

to offer tastings at farmers markets next year regardless be made from grapes grown exclusively by the winery, ~“real relief.” The bill had no major opposition and passed
of where they get their grapes, under a new law by state  excluding many small and boutique wineries that buy the Assembly 74-0.

[nn Honor of Carmel's September 11th Memorial in Devendorf Park..

"RESOLVE & REMEMBRANCE"

My Personal Wish to the Citizens and Neighbors of Carmel & Monterey...
Every single year since it was built, I stood at our memorial on September 11th to

personally place flags & flowers, ensuring that the visitors from all over the world who
stop by would see that we have never forgotten. Yet, now my heart breaks that 1
cannot be there myself for this monumental 25th anniversary. Therefore, I am asking
you to stand in my place. I invite everyone, church groups, the American Legion, Fire
& Police Departments, schools, local ﬁzmilies and children, come and help fill the
esolve 8 Remembmm e’ memorial with flowers and love.

Itis Wlth kmdness Brunos Market has offered 20% off memorial ﬂuwers & delivery Sept 11th mormng
at the memorial, call visit BRUNOS MARKET 831:624- 3821, on or before Sept.8th to pre-order flowers

MONTEREY BAY

EYE CENTER

L —

IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE,
AS THE FIRST IN MONTEREY COUNTY,

UALEDA

PHOTOBIOMODULATION
FOR

DHY AGE-RELATED
MACULAR DEGENERATION

BRIGHTER VISION. BRIGHTER FUTURE. v Non-invasive

Valeda is a non-invasive, light-based therapy designed to support v Safe & Painless
the health of the retina and may help slow the progression of

dry AMD. v" FDA Approved

CALL TODAY MONTEREY BAY EYE CENTER
to see if treatment is an option for you. 83]_372_]500

M Leland H. Rosenblum, M.D. M Anna J. Shi, M.D. www.MontereyBayEyeCenter.com

Cutting red tape

“By cutting red tape and opening new markets, we’re
giving small producers more opportunities to get their
products directly to consumers,” Laird said last week.
He said he was grateful Newsom signed the measure into
law, adding that it would give winemakers another tool to
“compete and succeed.”

The legislation was sponsored by the Family Wine-
makers of California and the California Association of
Winegrape Growers, which said the law will encourage
consumers to support locally made wine and strengthen
small businesses.

“By opening up market access to small and midsized
family producers, this bill provides a vital economic life-
line, allowing wineries to connect directly with their com-
munities, tell their stories and grow their businesses,” said
GinaLisa Tamayo, board president of Family Winemakers
of California.

Wineries that want to sell at farmers markets still must
get a permit from the state Department of Alcoholic Bev-
erage Control. They also must bottle their own wine.

The law takes effect Jan. 1, 2027.

2008 BMW 650 CONVERTIBLE

112,000 miles and is a very nice driver. Tan leather
interior and mineral silver exterior. Comes with wind
screen, car cover and battery charger. $5900.00

CALL OR EMAIL
831-238-1870 °* Jerstrat@aol.com

The Carmel
Foundation
Celebrates
76 Years of A
Community P Nban

This article is part of The Carmel Foundation’s monthly
column in the Carmel Pine Cone, sharing stories and
insights to support healthy aging.

Living Well: A Whole-Person
Approach to Healthy Aging

We're living longer. The more important question may be:
How do we expand our healthspan-the number of years we live
well?

This fall, The Carmel Foundation is introducing Living Well:
The Whole-Person Healthy Aging Series: conversations, classes,
and expert-led programs exploring the many dimensions of
aging well.

We'll begin with Food Is Medicine Mondays, a five-week
class exploring how nutrition and lifestyle choices can affect
prostate cancer and other chronic diseases. Led by Dorothy
Tenney, PhD, of Pacific Cancer Center, the series runs
Mondays, September 14-0ctober 12, from 1:00-2:00 p.m.

Other programs will explore emotional well-being, coping
with uncertainty and change, and relationships and intimacy
after 60. We'll also address something many of us face: how to
support someone we love who may be experiencing cognitive
changes, making concerning decisions, or resisting help.
When should we step in? What can we say? And where can
we turn for help?

Our goal is not simply to add years to life, but to add life to
those years—extending healthspan alongside lifespan.

Learn more about what we're doing at CarmelFoundation.
org. The Carmel Foundation is a membership organization
open to anyone 55 or older, no matter where you live.

carmelfoundation.org | 831-624-1588
SE Corner 8th & Lincoln, Carmel
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Stevenson students get new facility
to build go-karts and satellites

By KELLY NIX

IN WHAT officials say marks a new
era at Stevenson, the private school in Peb-
ble Beach last week unveiled its new $45
million science and math centers.

On Aug. 28, Stevenson School opened
the Day Science and Engineering Center
and the John Senuta Math
Center, the largest capital
projects in the school’s his-
tory. The two-story com-
plex replaces the nearly
60-year-old Lindsley Sci-
ence Building and offers
about four times the space.
Funds for the centers were
raised through donations.

The complex “brings
mathematics, science and
engineering together under
one roof for the first time,”
Stevenson said. “Robotics
and engineering students
who previously worked
across three separate loca-
tions now have a shared,
purpose-built hub where
projects can remain assembled and evolve
over weeks or months.”

Fabrication workshop

The complex includes six math class-
rooms, six science labs with dedicated
prep rooms, two computer physics class-
rooms, and an applied science makers’ lab.
A teaching kitchen connects culinary and
food science programming with an outdoor
garden and hydroponics system, while a
rooftop platform provides a permanent site
for astronomy observation, Stevenson said.

“Students can now take digital fabrica-
tion, where they move from CAD model-
ing to finished parts on 3D printers, laser
cutters and computer-assisted shaping

The care you need
in the place you love

@

machines,”  Stevenson  spokeswoman
Katie Ray told The Pine Cone this week.
Students also can take “field astronomy,
which includes telescope work and a two-
night observing trip off campus, and an
engineering capstone, where seniors solve
problems sourced from industry alongside
professional engineers.”

PHOTO/STEVENSON SCHOOL

Students af Stevenson School sit near the new science and engi-
neering and math buildings af the Pebble Beach campus.

Student projects built in the state-of-
the-art fabrication workshop — which
is also equipped with a soldering station,
wood shop, and a metal shop with weld-
ing capabilities — include gas- and elec-
tric-powered go-karts, miniature satellite
projects, robotics, electric guitars, drones,
and a range of engineering and architecture
projects, Ray said.

The program supports a four-year engi-
neering curriculum for grades 9 through
12.

There are 13 collaborative spaces and
three art installations created by Steven-
son alumni that are integrated into the

See CENTERS page 23A

THEKEY

HOME CARE

For over 25 years, TheKey Home Care has provided personalized
in-home care to older adults, delivered by compassionate
caregivers across the U.S. and Canada using our science-backed
Balanced Care Method®.

We promote independence, dignity, and peace of mind so our
clients and their families can live healthier, happier lives at home.

Speak with a care advisor today (831) 217-7911 or scan to learn
more about our services:

www.TheKey.com

SPADUCK POOLS INC.

MASTER CRAFTED POOLS & SPAS FOR CALIFORNIA’S FINEST ESTATES

FIRST CERTIFIED HVAC POOL TECHS IN CALIFORNIA
EXTENSIVE KNOWLEDGE OF HEAT PUMPS & CHILLERS
POOL COVER EXPERTS
CUSTOM POOL DESIGN
LUXURY OUTDOOR RETREATS
RESURFACE & RENOVATE EXISTING POOLS & SPAS

QUALITY CONSTRUCTION TECHNIQUES

0

o

“With the deeper understanding of of the marriage
between the equipment & water is why

we are excellent builders”

Design Center
3855 Via Nona Marie, Ste 102B, Carmel
831-SPA-DUCK | www.spaduckpools.com
License C-53 1151900

F o T

=

Watershape University National Plaster Council Certified HVAC Certified EPA

SPA DUCK POOLS

LIMIT ONE COUPON a

PER CUSTOMER,
831-5pa-puUCH

TEN

SERVING CENTRAL CALIFORNIA

0 $10°° Off Service  *10

EXPERIENCE.
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WELLS

From page 1A

four intended wells. He said Orosco received a permit for
the drilling from Monterey County Environmental Health.

Because Orosco hasn’t made any recent public com-
ments about his project, locals have speculated on social
media, with the Carmel Valley Association following the
issue closely.

“Carmel Valley Village residents have recently been
startled to see and hear new well-drilling activity on the
Carmel Valley Airfield,” the group said on Facebook
this week. “Does this mean that Patrick Orosco and Ken
Griggs’ proposed 90-unit development is now officially
underway? No, not yet. But it does mean that they haven’t
given up.”

New application coming?

The Carmel Valley Association suggested that the
builder and property owner “will resubmit a new appli-
cation to replace their initial Builder’s Remedy proposal,
which they quietly allowed to lapse in late July.”

“If resubmitted before the county’s long-overdue hous-
ing element is approved by the state and the Builder’s
Remedy is lifted in late 2026 or early 2027, the project
would still be evaluated under the Builder’s Remedy’s

VERSANT

ADVISORS, INC.

Strategic tax planning,
expert financial guidance.

very streamlined review process that largely bypasses the
prevailing land use rules embodied in our Carmel Valley
Master Plan,” according to the group.

It warned that once the “Builder’s Remedy status is
locked in, the project’s valuable development rights could
be sold to someone who might not feel con-

envisioned a neighborhood where residents flew small
planes to work. But the airfield opened on Dec. 7, 1941,
and his dream never panned out, so he sold the airfield to
the Del Fino family in 1952, which closed it in 2002. The
Del Finos sold the property to Griggs in 2020.

strained by informal promises about important
design features and amenities.”

While many locals have criticized Orosco for
proposing the housing, some have pointed out
that another developer could build an even larger
project at the same site.

20 units affordable

According to Orosco’s plan, the 90 homes will
be single-family houses with three bedrooms and
two baths. No apartments are planned. Of the
homes, 70 will be market-rate, while 20 will be
“affordable.” The latter will be in 10 duplexes.
The lots will measure between 10,000 and 12,000
square feet.

The site encompasses 17.44 acres, and the
project includes *“an additional 6.36 acres of street
improvements and 5.5 acres of improved open
space.”

Orosco was contacted for this story but didn’t
respond.

The airport was built by Byington Ford, who

(831) 649-1506

1 - -
=] versantadvisorsinc.com

Li
PHOTO/FACEBOOK

A well-drilling operation underway at the Carmel Valley Airfield, where de-
veloper Patrick Orosco has proposed building 90 homes.

New Image by Hilary

~~ Permanent Make-Up Artist

Before After
I you don’t look good, [ don’t look good

Look 10 years younger in just a couple of hours using
the application of Permanent Make Up.

(831) 484-5400 | NEWIMAGEBYHILARY.COM

Jessica (831) 274-8590 jessica@carmelpineqéme.com'
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Property Management B Vacation Rental Management

Small Event Properties ® Sales

Andy Nygard | 831-915-2863
hauteshelter.com
Haute Shelter Property Management Inc.
DRE # 02065719

ﬁ CARMEL

| SPEAKER
VWA Z&

SERIES

Staying
Healthy!
Presented by:

Dr. Shoshauna Baer,
Community Hospital &
VNA

Join us for this educational and
informative talk regardin

vaccinations and preventative
measures led by Dr. Baer.

September 23rd, 2026
2:30 - 3:30 PM

The Carmel Foundation
8 Lincoln St, Carmel-By-The-Sea,
CA 93921
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FIREPROOF

From page 1A

in the “wildland-urban interface” to the entire city.

Specifically, firewood and other combustible materials
“may not be stored beneath buildings, beneath decks, or
under eaves, canopies or other projections,” and firewood
piles must “generally” be located at least 30 feet from
structures unless cloaked with fire-resistant covering.
They also must be surrounded by 10 feet of bare earth in
all directions.

With embers driven by wind entering vents in attics
and crawl spaces and sparking structure fires, ember-re-
sistant vents “approved and listed by the California State

Fire Marshal” are now
mandatory.
Dual-paned  tempered
glass windows are also Some historic

required, since “heat expo-

sure can cause ordinary glass houses may

to fail, allowing flames and e exempt from
embers to enter a building.”

Modern window technol- the new rules
ogy significantly improves a
home’s ability to withstand
fire exposure, and wood-
framed windows are allowed if they achieve the required
20-minute fire resistance.

The new requirements for vents and windows apply
only to replacements, according to the urgency ordinance,
and if updating either would negatively affect a building’s
historic integrity, it would not be required.

“They apply when replacing these components,” Swan-
son explained. “When strict compliance would conflict
with the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the Reno-
vation of Historic Properties, there would be an exception
for that.”

Roofs, fences to come

The council’s wildfire prevention committee discussed
several additional home-hardening measures — wood
shake roofs, eaves, exposed rafter tails, and deck and
fence materials — but concluded they “involve broader
architectural, historic preservation and neighborhood
character considerations and are therefore more appropri-
ately addressed through the ongoing Design Traditions 1.5
project,” Swanson said. The rules imposed by the urgency
ordinance will end when the revised residential design
guidelines are adopted.

EE H j
EST. 2013

Property owners who want to begin replacing combus-
tible materials with fire-resistant ones can proceed, but
should meet with a planner to see what changes require a
permit. Vents do not, for instance, but windows do.

“Before ordering or purchasing anything, come have a
chat with us,” Swanson said. “If you have non-compliant
vents, you don’t have to rip them out and replace them,
but if you have one with holes and you don’t want to get
rats in your crawl space, you would replace it with an

ember-resistant vent.”

The planning department would also have to approve
the use of gravel or other permeable material around a
home.

“We wouldn’t approve hot pink gravel,” he said. “It has
to be earth tones, has to be muted — all those things.”

Councilman Bob Delves moved for approval of the
emergency ordinance, councilwoman Alissandra Dramov
seconded it, and the council adopted it unanimously.

3 _

COMPASS

SINGLE LEVEL | MPCC WEST

1068 The Old Drive | Pebble Beach

3 Bedroom | 3 Bathroom | 1,992 SF | $3,150,000
10680IdDrive.com

OPEN SAT 1-3 | SUN 2-4

831.200.3178 | DRE 01731448 | DRE 01977162
bambacepeterson.com | @bambacepeterson

BUILT ON INTEGRITY.
FOCUSED ON QUALITY.

RANCH HANDS CONSTRUCTION

REMODELING | DECKS & PATIOS ADDITIONS

REPAIRS FENCING

From small repairs to full remodels,

we build it all with quality craftsmanship
and honest, reliable service.
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LOCAL. TRUSTED. DEPENDABLE.

WE BUILD RELATIONSHIPS
AS STRONG AS WE BUILD.

e 831-330-3317 ‘ ranchhandsconstruction.org
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PACIFIC GROVE
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the limitations of the lame-duck governor

to get what he wants out of Sacramento.
Democrats at the state Capitol insin-

uated that the governor’s implicit threat

to veto their legislation didn’t hold much
sway this year, with some openly propos-

ing veto overrides.

“l would hope our leadership would
look at that, because Newsom’s not going
to be here next year,” state Sen. Caroline

Menjivar told Politico.

Newsom, on the other hand, blamed
a broad coalition of insurers, consumer

YELLOW BRICK ROAD
BENEFIT SHOP

clothing and decor, coats, sweaters,

scarves, boots, hats & more.
*We will close early on Friday, September 11th at Ipm to decorate.

26388A CARMEL RANCHO LANE, CARMEL

Are you curious about sailing to
iconic global destinations by sea
or experiencing the world’s most
beautiful cities from the comfort
of an intimate river cruise?

Princess Cruises is a premium
ocean cruise line offering
immersive itineraries to
destinations around the world,
AmaWaterways is a luxury river
cruise line known for exceptional
service and expertly curated
cultural experiences.

Enjoy informative presentations
on these award-winning
companies followed by a time for
questions.

Whether you're dreaming of your
next holiday at sea or considering
a scenic river getaway, all are
welcome!

PACIFIC GROVE
TRAVEL.

CST# 1003488-10

4
AmaWaterways

=

PRINCESS

Space is limited, so please RSVP by phone or email

831-373-0631 or mary@pgtravel.com.

advocates, local governments, and trial
attorneys — that poured millions into lob-
bying in the final weeks — for the failure.

In the end, the watered-down deal rep-
resented in Senate Bill 492 died in the
Assembly Tuesday morning, with Speaker
Robert Rivas calling it a series of “half
measures.”

In his final floor speech of the session,
Rivas said lawmakers are “going to go
back to work this fall,” implying there’s a
possibility the governor will call a special
session.

Newsom told reporters the prospect was
not off the table this week but acknowl-
edged it would be an inconvenience to
lawmakers ready to head home.

Thwarting Trump

While leaving out power company
legislation, lawmakers passed several
bills to thwart the Trump administration,
and adding Newsom’s signature would
only help cement his preferred title of
resister-in-chief.

On Monday, the Legislature passed a
first-in-the-nation bill to ban former fed-
eral immigration officers from state and
local positions.

Inspired by the ICE Out agenda, the
bill would require all state and local law
enforcement agencies to adopt a special
screening process to weed out any appli-
cants who previously worked in immigra-
tion enforcement, either as an officer or
contractor.

Lawmakers also passed a prohibition on
the use of “shock gloves” that would apply
to federal immigration officers as well as
all state and local law enforcement agen-
cies. However, the bill from San Diego
Democrat LaShae Sharp-Collins is clearly
aimed at ICE, which recently executed a
$16.7 million contract to buy 6,000 pairs.

The gloves deliver an electric shock and
are designed to subdue combative people.
Police argue they prevent the need to reach
for a firearm, a baton, or projectiles, but
proponents of the measure have concerns
about the potential for misuse. Newsom
probably doesn’t want to run for president
on a defund-the-police agenda, but declaw-
ing ICE may be just the ticket.

Social media and your kids

Assemblymember Josh Lowenthal was
paying attention when Newsom brought
up Australia’s ban on social media for kids
under 16 in his final State-of-the-State
address.

“The question is, what more should we
do?” the governor asked lawmakers back
in January.

The Long Beach Democrat responded

with a plan to limit social media for kids
under 16, which passed Monday as a ban
on “addictive feeds.” The bill calls for
eliminating “infinite scroll” on Meta plat-
forms and autoplaying videos on YouTube
and TikTok, features designed to maximize
screen time.

Lowenthal’s legislation has gotten the
most attention, but lawmakers sent sev-
eral other child safety bills to the governor,
including one requiring guardrails for Al
chatbots that engage with kids.

If signed, the law would require com-
panies to build restrictions on the bots to
prevent them from giving Kids details on
self-harm, sexual abuse, eating disorders,
and prohibit them from encouraging sui-
cide. Al companies would also need to
create screen time controls, allowing kids
no more than two total hours a day with
machine-intelligent bots.

OpenAl endorsed the bill at the last
minute, which in addition to restricting
what Al can “remember” from conversa-
tions with Kkids, would add protections for
companies by limiting how families can
sue them. OpenAl and other developers are
facing a plethora of lawsuits from parents
of children who committed suicide after
talking to chatbots.

Revisiting the past

California is finally doing some damage
control on AB 218, a hill Newsom signed
during his first year as governor that effec-
tively waived the statute of limitations for
sex abuse lawsuits. The bill has ended up
costing taxpayers billions of dollars as
counties and school districts have been
flooded with lawsuits from survivors and
fraudsters seeking financial compensation.

In Los Angeles alone, the county has
settled with 11,000 people and will pay
out nearly $5 billion in related claims. Los
Angeles County District Attorney Nathan
Hochman says a majority of the cases
could be fraudulent. In other counties,
school districts have been left insolvent,
forced to compensate for past employee
misconduct by taking away dollars from
today’s students.

Before ending the session, lawmakers
passed a modest reform to AB 218, raising
the standard of evidence required to prove
a claim and limiting what public entities
may have to pay in damages. It was a hard-
fought compromise in a world where no
one wants to deny survivors their right to
compensation. Still, Newsom’s signature
would acknowledge the state may have
gone a step too far during the height of the
#MeToo movement.

See BILLS next page
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ATTENTION:

Voting starts September 11th!
Voting ends Sunday, October 4th at 5 p.m.

Ballots will be distributed via email
exclusively to subscribers
of The Pine Cone’s email edition —

Want your clients to vote for you?

Ask them to sign up at:
HTTPS://CARMELPINECONE.COM

(After Sept. 11, new subscribers will
receive a ballot via email within 24 hours)

WINNERS TO BE ANNOUNCED OCTOBER 30
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BILLS

From previous page

Another relic from Newsom’s gubernatorial past was
also teased out in the form of AB 2599, which would
require large companies in California to disclose any pos-
sible past connections to slavery.

If enacted, businesses formed prior to 1965, or whose
predecessor was in existence prior to 1965, will have to
search their records for ties to slavery, even though Cali-
fornia entered the Union as a free state in 1850 and never

Sheriff’s log i1s no
longer the sheriff’s log

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

THE MONTEREY COUNTY Sheriff’s Office has
severely reduced the number of incidents it reports to the
public via its daily patrol log and is withholding import-
ant details from the items it does report, leading The Pine
Cone to eliminate the sheriff’s department from its weekly
police log.

With the sheriff’s office’s change, a three-day span that
often listed more than 100 calls has dropped to around 20,
and inquiries to the agency, along with requests for details
about crimes and requests for help from the public, have
repeatedly gone ignored.

“To protect itself from criminals, not to mention police
misconduct, the public needs to know what law enforce-
ment is up to,” Pine Cone publisher Paul Miller said. “But
the sherift’s office apparently has other priorities.”

As aresult, The Pine Cone has decided to feature items
reported by Monterey Peninsula police departments,
including Carmel-by-the-Sea, Pacific Grove, Monterey,
Seaside and Marina. The sheriff’s office is responsible for
public safety in the unincorporated areas of the county,
among them Pebble Beach, Carmel Valley and Big Sur.
For decades, the sheriff’s office patrol log was a vital part
of The Pine Cone’s crime coverage.

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally
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CARMEL VALLEY RANCH

FALL WINE DINNERS

AT

CYPRESS GROVE WINERY | WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
PELIO ESTATE WINES | SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7

Celebrate the flavors of the season as we honor

creativity and craftsmanship.

PRE-DINNER RECEPTION
Featuring sparkling wine and music 6:00 PM.

FIVE-COURSE DINNER
Fresh, local cuisine from The Ranch culinary team &:30 PM.

CURATED PAIRINGS
Small-batch Carmel Valley wines expertly
paired with each dish

$190

ADULTS

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
ATTENDEES MUST BE 21+

One Old Ranch Road -
TEL 831.275.1532 -

CARMEL VALLEY RANCH

Carmel, CA 93923
wee carmelvalleyranch.com

allowed bondage.

Findings would then be posted on a public website
hosted by the Civil Rights Department, opening up named
businesses to potential protests and boycotts.

Reparations
The bill hearkens back to legislation Newsom signed in
2020 establishing a reparations task force.

In the end, the governor slow-rolled their

Heinrich Brooksher
REAL ESTATE GROUP

Ben Heinrich
831.915.7415
DRE#00584641

Carole Strauch Heinrich
831.601.9019
DRE#01069022

Zach Brooksher
831.250.3399
DRE#01988208

recommendations, never paying out a dime in reparations,
and leaving what comes next to his successor.

The governor is sure to wield his pen cautiously this
month. He’ll not only be thinking about impacts to Cal-
ifornia, but also to his campaign. The printers in Sacra-
mento are still cooling off, but Newsom has already left
town, flying out Wednesday for a four-day tour through
three southern states, including South Carolina, the first
state to vote in the Democratic presidential primary.

28061 Heron Court, Carmel

Exquisitely Updated Townhome

Open. This W;Zc?;;;!-_s;zturday, Sunday & Monday 2-4pm

3 beds, 3.5 baths ¢ 2,480 sq. ft. ¢ $2,195,000 + LivingAtTheRanch.com

Isabel Brooksher
831.250.3866
DRE#02080988

Courtney Brooksher
831.317.6336

| OPEN SAT
11AM-1 pPM

75 Ocean Pines Lane, Pebble Beach
New Price! Single Level Living Behind the Gates of Pebble Beach

2 beds, 2 baths ¢ 1,257 sq. ft. + $925,000 ¢ 750ceanPines.com
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MICHAEL ‘MIKE’ MOSOLF
1938-2026

ichael “Mike” Mosolf, 88, passed away

Sunday, Aug. 16, 2026, at Barrett
Memorial Hospital in Dillon, Montana. He was
born May 14, 1938, in Tacoma, Washington, to
George and Bess Mosolf.

Mike was the eldest of five children: Pat
Stevens, Susie Sory, Tim Mosolf and Terry
Mosolf. Pat and Tim preceded him in death.

From an early age, Mike excelled in athletics
and was a natural competitor. After serving
in the US. Army, he earned a football
scholarship to the University of Idaho and later
played professional football in Canada and
Connecticut. When his playing days ended,
he earned his teaching credential and began a
new chapter as a teacher and coach. His career
took him to Puerto Rico, as well as Chowchilla,
Fresno and Corcoran, California, and later to
Twin Bridges and Heart Butte, Montana.

“I've had a great life,” hed say. He found joy
in pursuing his passions and inspired people
of all ages through his teaching, coaching and
way of life. He treasured the friendships he
made along the way.

A devoted outdoorsman, Mike often said,
“Td rather be outside than inside” He was
an activist, athlete, environmentalist and
conservationist. He loved handball, hiking,
backpacking, hunting, walking his dog and,
above all, fly-fishing.

Mike met Diane Fratis while they were both
teaching in Fresno, California. They married
in 1968 and moved to Corcoran, where they
continued teaching and Mike coached. Their
partnership lasted 57 years.

In July 1976, Mike and Diane left their jobs
in Corcoran and moved to Dillon, Montana.
There, they purchased five old log cabins —
complete with a backyard of outhouses —
and the house next door. They spent years
remodeling the properties, eventually creating
successful rentals that brought them new
friends and a good life.

Fly-fishing was what first drew Mike to
Dillon, and outfitting soon became his next
calling. His interest in politics awakened
his artistic side, leading him to create large
political posters for public display that sparked
conversation throughout the community. He
was also a clever cartoonist, and writing letters
to the editor became another passion.

At Christmastime, family and friends looked
forward to Mike’s Hook and Bullet News. His
cards were original and distinctly his own.
They became something of a tradition, eagerly
anticipated by recipients, who often saved and
collected them as treasured works of art.

Mike is survived by his wife, Diane; his beloved
dog, Ceecee; his sister, Susie Sory; his brother,
Terry Mosolf; and numerous nieces, nephews
and cousins.

The family would like to thank Mike’s
caregivers at Beehive Homes and Barrett
Memorial Hospital for their kindness and
compassionate care.

Cremation has taken place. A private ceremony
will be held at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be sent
to The Sierra Club or National Wildlife
Federation.
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Condor returns after more than two decades

By CHRIS COUNTS

ONE OF the first condors released in Big Sur in
December 1997 as part of an effort to reestablish the giant
birds in the wild was captured on the Ventana Wildlife
Society’s Condor Cam in San Simeon in mid-August,
marking the first time she had been seen in this part of
California in more than two decades.

The bird, known as No. 161, has been living in South-
ern California, and biologists say they are “thrilled, but
mystified” by her Monterey County homecoming.

“We’re unsure what prompted her return to her original
stomping grounds, or how long she intends to stay. This
surprise visit is a reminder of how much we still have to
learn about the complex behaviors, memory and lives of
these majestic birds.”

Kelly Sorensen, the group’s executive director, told
The Pine Cone this is the first time he’s seen a local con-
dor return after such a lengthy absence. He’s also seen a
few condors from Southern California visit here, but they

didn’t stick around long.

“The distance between the central and southern flocks
is quite substantial,” Sorensen noted. “We haven’t seen a
lot of mixing between the two flocks.”

Back from the brink

According to the Ventana Wildlife Society, which also
successfully reintroduced bald eagles, No. 161 was eight
months old when she was released and “spent her early
years navigating the rugged cliffs of Big Sur, helping her
species push back from the brink of extinction.”

But without any explanation, she suddenly flew off
and joined another condor flock in Southern California in
2004. She hadn’t been seen this far north until just two
weeks ago.

During her two decades in Southern California, No.
161 “became a prolific mother, successfully nesting and
producing 10 offspring.”

Condors can live as long as 70 years. No. 161 is now
29.
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Please join us as we honor
the vibrant life of Carol Long.
Rather than mourn her loss,

The celebration will take place
from 11 a.m.to 1 p.m. on Sunday,

8142 Moss Landing Road,
Moss Landing.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF CAROL LONG

we look forward to gathering with you
to share memories, stories and laughter.

Sept. 13, 2026, at Marine Life Studies,

g

To place an obituary for your loved one, contact
anne(@carmelpinecone.com or (831) 274-8654

together.

for 35 years.

California.

family homes.

a laugh or a smile.

LEON MONROE HARTVICKSON

Nov. 7, 1946 - Aug. 15, 2026
Leon Hartvickson passed away peacefully on Aug. 15, 2026, at the age of 79, with family by his side.

Leon was born and raised in Turlock, California, as the fourth of seven children. Blessed with a sharp mind and
tremendous work ethic, Leon was Turlock High'’s senior class president and co-captain of its football, basketball
and baseball teams during his senior year. He served as honorary mayor of Turlock for a day in 1964.

After high school, Leon attended Stanford University on a football
scholarship. He thrived at Stanford, majoring in architecture while
playing varsity football and rugby. Leon was a member of Delta Tau
Delta fraternity, where he made many lifelong friends.

Leon held a wide variety of part-time jobs while in school, reflecting
his varied skills and interests. He worked in a fish cannery in Alaska
for two summers, tended bar at the Old Pro on El Camino and did
architectural design work for cabins as part of a late-1960s renovation
and expansion of Stanford Sierra Camp.

Leon met his wife of 57 years, Barbara Ann Neilson, in the then-
new undergraduate library during his junior year. They were married

at Stanford Memorial Church in 1969 and enjoyed a wonderful life

Leon returned to Stanford, earning a master’s degree in architecture
in 1970 and an MBA from the Graduate School of Business in 1974.
Leon and Barbara then moved to Portland, Oregon, where he worked
in commercial and industrial real estate development with Paclrust

For all his accomplishments, his true passion and devotion were his family. In Portland, he and Barbara raised two
children and were very involved with their children’s schools and athletics. Over the course of their marriage, he
used his architectural skills to design and build three homes for the family in Oregon and a cottage in Carmel,

Outside of work and family time, Leon was active in the Buck/Cardinal Club, raising funds to support financial
aid for Stanford athletes. He enjoyed fishing and barbecuing and cultivated beautiful landscaping around the

Upon retiring and moving from Portland to Carmel-by-the-Sea, Leon took up landscape painting. We are
thankful that many of his works grace our walls as daily reminders of his skill and creativity.

In his later years, Leon loved morning walks through the streets of Carmel, pausing to share a kind word or a
bit of banter with locals, vendors and visitors alike. He always wanted to give you something, be it help, a joke,

A remarkable man who will be cherished and missed by many, Leon is survived by his wife of 57 years, Barbara;
brothers, Elvern Hartvickson (Emily) and Gary Hartvickson (Donna); sisters, Lana Lopes (Allen) and Norma
Cederlind (Kevin); son, Hans Hartvickson, and his wife, Jennifer; daughter, Haley Barrile, and her husband,
Parker; five adoring grandchildren, Anderson and Annabelle Barrile and Annika, Karsten and Aksel Hartvickson;
and many nieces, nephews and other members of his large and loving extended family.

Donations to Stanford’s Buck/Cardinal Club are requested in lieu of flowers.
Interment in Monterey, California, will be private.
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Input on new city admin sought

By MARY SCHLEY

THE CARMEL City Council spent
several hours Tuesday discussing the
search for the next city administrator,
deciding on a timeline that ideally would
have the top person selected by the end
of the year and choosing an annual salary
range that tops out at $330,000 — a nearly
$70,000 increase.

Brochure verbiage

Wendi Brown, whose executive search
firm was chosen by the council last month,
also presented a draft recruitment brochure
based on feedback given by councilmem-
bers during an Aug. 24 closed session that
some residents said was a violation of the
Brown Act. City attorney Brian Pierik con-
cluded the closed session was legal and
pointed out the council did not take any
action on the contents of the brochure or
the timeline, but he nonetheless recom-
mended the council discuss the verbiage in
an open meeting.

Creating that brochure relies in part on
hearing what residents, business owners

Spiering Law

—— Personal Injury

and other stakeholders want in the next
person who will serve in “a highly visible
role that balances strong organizational
performance with preserving Carmel’s
character and exceptional quality of life.”

At acommunity forum Sept. 4 from 1 to
3 p.m. in council chambers at city hall on
Monte Verde south of Ocean, they’ll have
the opportunity to share their thoughts and
insights.

“We are interested in hearing what
the community is looking for,” Brown’s
announcement says. “Share your ideas and
help shape the next city administrator.”

The forum will be recorded and
streamed live via Zoom for remote viewing
and comments, and the recruiter has also
created a survey to gather more informa-
tion at surveymonkey.com/r/SMHZJVK.

“Tell us the qualities, experience and
priorities you would like to see in the city’s
next leader,” her notice says.

Anyone with questions can call (866)
929-9227 or email wendi@wbcpinc.com.

Start with a free
consultation and
Immediate attention
to your legal needs.

CALL US ANYTIME
DAY OR NIGHT AT
(831) 920-6000

Find the meeting notice at carmelbythe- P
seaca.portal.civicclerk.com/event/931/ 'O‘
files/agenda/1679. =

40+ YEARS THOUSANDS REPRESENTATION LOCAL TO THE

SEA LIONS

From page 11A

Sick sea lions and seals are brought to
the center for treatment, which can include
“repeated doses of anti-seizure medication
to control neurological activity, along with
intravenous or subcutaneous fluids to help
support the animal while its body clears the
toxin,” he explained. “Unfortunately, some
animals sustain irreversible neurological or
cardiac damage and may pass in transport
or be humanely euthanized by veterinary
staff.”

The center plays a key role in alerting
the public to toxic algal blooms, which can

Viaw Estate ﬁwe//(q/

FINE ESTATE JEWELRY

HELPED

Helped thousands
of injured clients
receive justice

WHEN YOU NEED
IT MOST
Count on us when
you need legal
representation the most

CENTRAL COAST

Proudly serving
our community

OF EXPERIENCE

Proven record of
success for over
40 years

also harm humans who eat shellfish.

“Because sea lions are often the first
to be affected by toxic algae, the center
provides data to the public health depart-
ment when domoic acid poisonings are
detected,” the center said. “This helps pub-
lic health officials determine whether sea-
food warnings should be issued and allows
scientists to better understand local ecosys-
tem health.”

Spiering Law
James Spiering
& Donna DeMera

(831) 920-6000

2511 GARDEN ROAD, BUILDING C, SUITE 225
MONTEREY, CA 93940

What to do

If you encounter a sick marine mammal

on a local beach, call (415) 289-7325. The
center urges the public to keep their dis-
tance. “All wildlife can be unpredictable,
but sick animals are particularly stressed
and disoriented,” the center added.

BOUGHT AND SOLD

Serving Carmel Since 1982

831-624-5991

Mission St. Between Ocean and 7t

www.viauestatejewelry.com

To advertise in The Carmel Pine Cone
contact meena@carmelpinecone.com

Domesticated Walrus Available!

LOCAL LENDING. LOCAL ROOTS.

You may have seen me driving kids around in my 1954 fire truck. We may have met walking dogs on
the Carmel River Trail. Maybe my face is familiar from classes together at CVAC. If we have
not connected yet, | am looking forward to meeting you.

0'.'0 10 years old
‘0 Male

As a locally owned private equity lender, we provide private real estate loans on properties within
approximately 100 miles of our community—right here in the neighborhoods we know and love.

.0 Maltese/Poodle

Our office is right here in the neighborhood—near Earthbound—and our commitment is just as close
to home. We're looking for new local qualified investors who believe in keeping money working
in our own community.

Walrus holds senior status but hasn’t quite gotten the memo. This
perfect gentleman comes with a wiggly butt, a happy trot, and
real pep on his walks. He gets along swimmingly with canine pals
of all stripes. Diabetes means daily injections, which he takes like
a champ, so he needs an adopter willing to learn.

If you're looking for an investment opportunity with a local connection
and an above average return, let’s talk.

OUR COMMUNITY. LOCAL LENDING.

Justin Aldi 831-920-6600
www.HCSEquity.com | justin@justinaldi.com ?/7' HCS
Equity

CA DRE# 01241216

Want to meet Walrus?
Please fill out our online adoption questionnaire.

Ad sponsored by .
@Peace of Mind

Monterey Bay Whale Watch
DOG RESCUE

www.GoWhales.com

(If youd like to sponsor our next
ad, please give us a call)

831-718-9122

www.POMDR.org
P.O. Box 51554, Pacific Grove, CA 93950




22A The Carmel Pine Cone September 4, 2026

GAVEL

From page 4A

$10,000 in workers’ compensation fines; and $127,678 in civ-
il penalties. Pursuant to the stipulation, the Ruvalcabas must
pay the restitution, fines and penalties within 60 days, or the
court may appoint a receiver to sell their property to satisfy
any remaining amounts.

Both defendants face up to 364 days in county jail, to be
determined by the court at sentencing. Pursuant to the plea
agreement, the People will ask the court to sentence Nicolas
Ruvalcaba to 240 days in jail and four years felony probation,
and to sentence Ana Ruvalcaba to 40 days in jail and one year
misdemeanor probation.

California Rural Legal Assistance Inc. filed a private civil
action in June 2023 on behalf of affected tenants and pro-
vided legal representation to victims throughout the criminal
proceedings. The defendants sought simultaneous resolution
of the People’s criminal and civil enforcement actions and
CRLA’s private civil action. The defendants agreed to pay
an additional $200,000 to resolve this private action, which

Law Office of
Sara Senger

30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
IN MEDI-CAL ESTATE PLANNING

Elder Law
Wills and Trusts

Special Needs

I will make home and hospital visits

2511 Garden Rd., Suite A230 Monterey
(831) 646-5424 | sgsenger@att.net

ANTIQUES &
COLLECTIBLES

NERY
ANTIQUE MALL

OVER 100 DEALERS
21,000 SQUARE FEET

The Largest Antiques
and Collectibles Mall
on the Central Coast

Antique Mall of the Year
Professional Antique
Mall Magazine

471 WAVE STREET
MONTEREY

(831) 655-0264

Open Daily 11 AM to 6 PM

(o

canneryrowantiquemall.com

takes into account the criminal restitution that will be paid
to victims through the criminal case. This settlement remains
subject to court approval.

This case came to light in April 2023, when Monterey
County Probation Officer Bianca Castillo went to the Ruv-
alcabas’ 23-acre Royal Oaks property in an attempt to locate
a probationer. From the long and winding driveway, Castillo
saw greenhouses surrounded by large shrubs but did not see
any recognizable housing structures. After obtaining GPS
coordinates from the probationer’s ankle monitor, Castillo
returned to the property, entered the greenhouses, and discov-
ered that rudimentary studio apartments had been constructed
inside two of the greenhouses. Castillo found numerous peo-
ple living in the greenhouse units, which appeared cramped
and unsafe. She referred the matter to Monterey County
Housing and Community Development and the Monterey
County Environmental Health Bureau, which responded to
the property.

Code compliance inspectors Elizabeth Ruiz and Lucy Ber-
nal identified 22 unpermitted dwelling units in the greenhouse
structures, all of which were occupied primarily by local ag-
ricultural workers and their families, including families with
young children.

During this initial inspection, a tenant alerted the in-
spectors to additional dwelling units located farther up the
property, in an area referred to by the tenant as “the woods.”

VICIORIUS

STYLE » CREATIVITY o COMMUNITY

Nic + Zoe Habitat
MARBLE JAG
HOBO Lysse
INSIGHT NYDJ

Jewelry, accessories,
local artisans and more!

VICTORIUS offers a thoughtful, diverse selection of leading
ladies fashions and accessories to enhance a woman's unique
style in a friendly, comfortable environment.
Come in and be delightfully surprised and receive
10% OFF your purchase by mentioning this ad!

211 For;astAve. | Pacific Grove, CA93950 | (831) 655-2422
www.victoriuspacificgrove.com

Pacific Grove Advanced Chiropractic

HEAD AND NECK PAIN

A CHIROPRACTIC MESSAGE
from Dr. Steven MacDonald, D.C.

Dr. MacDonald’s specialty is the Cervical Spine
and Skull alignment. The skull and the cervical spine
(Cranial-Cervical segment) must be in alignment to
keep the rest of the body in balance. This section of the
spine houses and protects the most important area of
the central nervous system-the brain and brainstem.
There are also so many life forces housed here, often
called the mouth of God where the skull meets the
cervical spine. The nervous system, Cerebral spinal
fluid, circulatory system must be able to flow freely
here to keep us healthy. Head and neck injuries and
stress can misalign this area and interfere with these
systems. Old and new injuries can hurt this spinal
alignment and then be the cause of many of the symp-
toms people have today and distort posture later in
life. Headaches can occur, balance problems, middle
ear problems, neck and shoulder pain, mid and low
back pain, poor memory, brain fog, blurred vision,
speech, mood, depression, numbness and tingling,
constipation, Fibromyalgia and Chronic Fatigue. Cra-
nial-Cervical misalignment can hurt every system in
the body. It’s not something to take lightly.

The NUCCA UPPER CERVICAL system of chi-
ropractic can gently and specifically treat the Crani-
al-Cervical spine to be of help to all problems people
can experience. This treatment can also correct full
spine, pelvis and leg length imbalances.

The NUCCA chiropractic care entails a 3- dimen-
sional x-ray evaluation and analysis to determine spe-
cific spinal misalignment measurements, so that the
proper gentle adjustment can be given.

The goal of treatment is to offer relief from the
problems many experience. Treatment can help a
person be healthier and more active. This care should
be part of any other care one receives for their health

care.

Steven N. MacDonald, D.C.
Board Certified * NUCCA *
831.375.9528

718 Lighthouse Ave., Suite A,
Pacific Grove
www.drmacnucca.com

Inspectors subsequently discovered more than 46 additional
unpermitted units built in and around a steep slope, surround-
ed by dense oak trees and covered with dried brush. These
structures could not be seen from the road or the main drive-
way.

Inspections of the greenhouse and hillside units revealed
numerous substandard and dangerous conditions, including
significant fire hazards. The units lacked smoke detectors,
emergency exits, operable windows, required ventilation and
required heating equipment, in addition to other mechanical,
electrical and safety violations. Inspectors counted approxi-
mately 270 people living in the greenhouse and hillside struc-
tures. HCD and EHB worked with affected tenants to relo-
cate them to alternative housing and secured required tenant
relocation payments from the Ruvalcabas totaling $170,206.

The district attorney’s office investigation bureau con-
ducted a further investigation in preparation for prosecution.
District attorney investigator Sarah Jackson led a team to
conduct a full search of the property and interview witness-
es. District attorney investigator Jennifer Mendoza led the
investigation into workers’ compensation violations. The fol-
lowing Spanish-speaking investigators interviewed tenants:
Pablo Andrade, Nancy Bruno, Alicia Cox, Leo Gomez, Jose
Lopez and John Magana.

Based on documentation recovered at the property, Jack-
son and forensic auditor Sandra Kyzivat determined that the
Ruvalcabas received over $1 million in cash rental payments
from tenants between 2020 and 2022, which they failed to
report on their tax returns. Kyzivat calculated that the unre-
ported income resulted in $134,560 in evaded tax liability.

Investigators also learned how the Ruvalcabas sought to
conceal the unlawful housing from authorities and the public
by prohibiting tenants from having visitors, spending time
outside while on the property, and allowing their children
to play outside, constantly reprimanding tenants for making
noise, and intimidating tenants from disclosing the existence
of the housing to county officials, law enforcement and med-
ical personnel.

The district attorney’s victim witness assistance program
provided support to victims throughout interviews and the
preliminary hearing in the criminal matter. Victim advocate
Mayra Sandoval assisted victims during these proceedings.

District Attorney Jeannine Pacioni said: “The conditions
uncovered in this case were not simply unlawful, they put
families and children at serious risk. Our office will continue
to protect vulnerable county residents and hold accountable
those who profit from dangerous living conditions.”
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SPOTLESS BAY

CLEANING SERVICES

COMMERCIAL CLEANING SERVICES

OFFICES & WORKSPACES « RETAIL & STORES
MEDICAL &HEALTH FACILITIES - PROPERTY &REAL ESTATE
GYM &FITNESS STUDIOS - AIRBNB - CHURCH
SMALL SCHOOLS - FINISH CONSTRUCTION
WAREHOUSES & SMALL INDUSTRIAL SPACES

10 years of experience - Eco-Friendly Chemicals
Best Customer Service - Fast Response

call or text (831) 330-3484
spotlessbaycleaningservices@gmail.com
Policy Number #57SBMCCOGJ5 « WC #QMWC0745300

To advertise in The Carmel Pine Cone
contact jessica@carmelpinecone.com
(831) 274-8590

Poppy Plays Hard

Then Rests.

This 7—13(—3611‘—01(1 plag{ul Sirl is {riendlg and
curious and loves to see what's going on with her

human. Wouldn't you love to be that human?
Learn more about Poppy on our website.

www.gocatrescue.org
831920009232

Cat Rescue
Older Cats New Beginnings

AdopteVolunteer® Foster® Donate
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ATTACK

From page 8A

against Birdo, which contends he “did cut and disable the
tongue, and put out an eye and slit the nose, ear and lip of
said person.”

While the language in the criminal complaint generally
follows the California Penal Code definition of mayhem,
Monterey County Deputy District Attorney Donna Bakich
told The Pine Cone this week that she believes “the evi-
dence will show that the defendant permanently disfigured
the victim.”

Fundraiser

Not long after the assault, Garrett posted a photograph
of his face online. Uploaded to GoFundMe, it shows
numerous zigzag cuts to his face, all of which appear to
have stitches.

“l am currently seeking funds for medical expenses and
possible reconstructive surgery,” Garrett wrote, saying he
posted the photo while recovering at Natividad Medical
Center in Salinas. “Anything is greatly appreciated.”

As of Thursday, he had raised $646 toward a $3,500
goal.

Birdo also faces several enhancements for great bodily
injury and use of a deadly weapon.

Pacific Grove police cited alcohol as a contributing fac-
tor in the assault.

Birdo was set to be arraigned Aug. 28, though online
court records do not indicate whether he entered a plea.

SETTLED

From page 6A

settled, with Pollack awaiting payment.

On Aug. 7, the attorney filed a form requesting dis-
missal with prejudice, meaning Pollack cannot file another
case regarding Lauchlan’s involvement in the death of her
husband, and a hearing for receipt of the dismissal was set
for Aug. 19.

In the criminal proceedings, Lauchlan has pleaded not
guilty to one count of misdemeanor vehicular manslaugh-
ter and is out on her own recognizance while the complaint
against her continues. A pretrial conference in the case has
been repeatedly rescheduled.

CENTERS

From page 15A

buildings.

The facilities also offer Stevenson students new learn-
ing opportunities, including a program that pairs them
with regional researchers who will “work under authentic
research protocols.”

Stevenson president Daniel Griffiths suggested the
centers are designed to inspire students.

“These buildings are an investment in how students
learn, giving them the space and tools to ask bold ques-
tions, experiment and follow their curiosity,” Griffiths
said.

Stevenson restructured its science and engineering
programs long before construction of the complex, which
“was built to serve an innovative new curriculum rather
than changing the curriculum to fit a new building,” Ray
said.

The complex also introduces renewable energy to Ste-
venson’s Pebble Beach campus, including rooftop solar
panels and battery energy storage systems.

Stevenson has 739 students from pre-K through grade
12. The Upper Division campus in Pebble Beach has an
enrollment of 530 students.

7\
v

COMPASSION
IN ACTION

HOME CARE

-

YOLANDA MOYA
Certified Nursing Assistant

Services Provided:
Transportation « Medication Reminders
Meal Preparations + Companionship
Light Housekeeping + Hospice Care
Personal Assistant Needs - and more

Over 31 Years of Experience
24/7 Care * Excellent References

831-247-9646

YOUR PENINSULA TEAN.
HERE WHEN IT MATTERS.

The Monterey County Bank team is
here to help you reach your
financial goals with the expertise
and responsiveness you deserve.

MONTEREY
COUNTY
BANK

B

Simi Johnson
Client Service Manager

Pacific Grove
(831) 275-1141

Frankie Diaz
Client Service Manager

Carmel
(831) 625-4300

Karen Speed

Client Service Manager

Monterey

(831) 233-7004
Member

P FDIC montereycountybank.com

e FREE ESTIMATES

314 Grand Avenue
Pacific Grove, CA
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www.grandaveflooring.com
#1108942

FLOORING & INTERIORS

AREA RUGS
BLINDS
CARPET
DRAPES
HARDWOOD
LAMINATE
PILLOWS
VINYL

SAND &
REFINISH

Staples Gannaway Team
Boutique Service. Local Experts. Compass Technology.

&)

Charlotte Gannaway

831.297.2388
DRE 01880765

Nicollette Eason Trottier

831.595.0009
DRE 02074629

Dillon Staples

831.915.8030
DRE 02127946

staplesgannaway.com
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Exploring the world, preventing fraud are topics of foundation talks

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

THE NONPROFIT Carmel Foundation’s weekly
Wednesday presentations continue with tales and photos
from travels to Antarctica, Japan and beyond Sept. 9, and
an expert’s advice on how to recognize and avoid scams

~

X

CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN

CASA OF MONTEREY COUNTY

Melanie C.

Salinas

CASA volunteers are
parents, professionals, students—people
who once felt too busy.

CASA becomes part of your life’s routine.

You’re more ready than you think—become a

CASA volunteer.

Find out how you can impact the
life of children and youth in the
foster care and juvenile justice systems.

| am a Student

and a CASA

and fraud Sept. 16. The talks take place in Diment Hall at
Lincoln and Eighth at 2:30 p.m. and are free and open to
the public.

During “Around the World with Our Neighbors,”
David and Sandy Day, professional photographer lan
Martin and Dan Presser of Four Winds Travel will discuss

casaofmonterey.org
(831) 222-3965

STAY INDEPENDENT

As long as you can without asking for help

.0/ APPLYING LOTION & WASHING
N/ HARD TO REACH SPOTS

N -
(585) 737-8600

Reaches easily over your
Shoulders, Upper/Lower Back,
Feet & Legs

WASH, DRY, &
REUSE MITTS!

It’s the ANGLE that people
LOVE plus quality mitts
many washings!

No Twisting or bending
To Apply Lotions & Body Wash

GREAT FOR PEOPLE WITH:

Arthritis - MS - Parkinson’s - Low Range of Motion

Kathe D’Alfonso
Founder

Recovering from Surgery - Shoulder & Back Pain

LIVING ALONE

Call 855-737-8600 or scan the QR Code:

As seen in: Florida Weekly, Naples Press, Fort Lauderdale,
Del Ray, Miami Living Magazine, METV, many more

art and travel. The Days will share stories about visiting
Antarctica, while Martin will show images from a recent
three-generation family journey through Japan, and
Presser will offer his favorite photographs and adventures.

See the signs

The following week, Richie Sayavong, outreach ana-
lyst with the California Department of Insurance, will
talk about common scams that target older adults, such as
fake insurance policies, Medicare fraud, and phone and
email scams. He’ll provide insight on identifying red flags
before signing documents or making payments, share how
to verify whether an insurance agent or broker is properly
licensed, and will explain how to report suspected fraud.

The Carmel Foundation, which offers low-cost hous-
ing, lunches, medical equipment loans and other services,
“helps older adults remain active, connected, independent
and engaged through lifelong learning, wellness and fit-
ness, nutritious meals, social connection and resource nav-
igation.” Visit carmelfoundation.org for more information,
or call (831) 624-1588.

Car Week ‘listening
session’ set for Sept. 26

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

CARMEL POLICE Chief Todd Trayer will offer res-
idents and others another opportunity “to share feedback
about this year’s Car Week — what worked, what didn’t,
and what we can do better” at a meeting in Carpenter Hall
at Sunset Center Sept. 26 at 10 a.m. The session will also
be posted on YouTube.

Community members who can’t attend are encour-
aged to email Trayer at ttrayer@ci.carmel.ca.us with their
thoughts and feedback, and everyone is asked to take the
city’s annual Car Week survey at ci.carmel.ca.us. The
questionnaire asks about the organized downtown events
— Concours for a Cause, Astons on the Avenue and Con-
cours Carmel — traffic control, enforcement efforts, shut-
tles and other aspects of the week.

TOURISM

From page 3A

facilities.

“Qverall, how much do you agree that tourism is good
for your community?” it asks, with a range of options from
“strongly disagree” to “strongly agree.” It also asks, “How
likely are you to recommend visiting Carmel-by-the-Sea
to your friends, family, and coworkers from other places?”
on a scale of zero to 10.

It seeks opinions on the importance and impacts of
tourism to “you and your family,” local businesses and the
community, and asks why. It also wants to know whether
the city attracted too many, too few or just the right num-
ber of visitors during various times of the year.

Generalizing

Respondents are asked for their level of agreement or
disagreement with a range of statements, such as that tour-
ism “creates jobs for people in the area,” “creates positive
benefits that outweigh negative impacts,” “contributes to a
better quality of life for local residents,” generates tax rev-
enues, supports businesses that “residents can also enjoy,”
“creates stress on the natural environment” and crowding,
“is an important reason our community is a great place
to live,” promotes a positive atmosphere and vibe, “helps
preserve the charm and character” of Carmel, generates
too much traffic, negatively affects housing prices, boosts
local philanthropy and “drives visitor spending in the
community, which is important to the economy.”

It then asks for general descriptions of visitors, in terms
of whether they’re “environmentally aware,” “respectful
of our local way of life,” and the like, and wants to know
if they “contribute significantly” to a number of negative
impacts.

It wraps up with inquiries about familiarity with the
destination marketing agencies and what sort of tour-
ists they should try to attract, if any, and a general ques-
tion on “any other thoughts about improving tourism in
Carmel-by-the-Sea.”

The survey can be found at tinyurl.com/CBTSsur-
vey26. Its results will be compiled and shared at another
meeting in Carpenter Hall on Oct. 8 from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m.
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If you haven’t been to Stationcery for dinner lately,
you haven’t been to Stationcery.
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A raise every year

IT MAY be hard to believe, but the last time an increase in the hotel
occupancy tax, also known as TOT, was on the ballot in Carmel, it generated
no controversy.

A simple five-sentence story in the Nov. 1, 1984, edition of The Pine
Cone reported that a measure on the Nov. 6, 1984, ballot would “raise the
8% hotel tax to 10%.”

Quaintly, The Pine Cone noted that “opponents of the measure argue that
the tax may price some motels out of the market. For example, a $50 room
becomes $55.”

Despite that solid logic, voters approved the TOT increase by the required
two-thirds majority, putting the 10% TOT into effect on Jan. 1, 1985. And
it’s been there ever since.

This time around, a proposed increase in the TOT from 10% to 12% is a
hotly contested issue, with supporters arguing that after more than 40 years,
it’s time the city got a raise. Opponents of the tax, meanwhile, argue that
raising the TOT will hurt the hotel business. This time they also have four
decades of data showing that even at a fixed rate of 10%, the city’s TOT
revenue has skyrocketed since 1984, rising from $1.89 million that year to
$8.92 million in 2024 — almost five times as much.

Consumer prices in 2024, meanwhile, were only about three times what
they were in 1984, meaning the city received a real increase in TOT revenue
of roughly 59% over the 40 years. In other words, despite all the talk about
the city not getting a raise, it got a very substantial one, the Covid-impacted
year of 2020 notwithstanding.

Why did this happen? Not only because the number of visitors to Car-
mel increased dramatically and the average number of hotel rooms occupied
grew, but also because rates soared. At the same time, quite a few hotels in
Carmel have undergone impressive renovations, pushing room rates even
higher.

As we noted last week, Carmel’s hotel taxes aren’t the only thing pro-
ducing much higher revenues for governments at all levels — even with tax
rates staying the same or being lowered. Cash flowing into federal and state
governments has zoomed upward since 1984 without major tax increases.
So have sales taxes and almost every other levy you can name, because
they’re all based on the public’s productivity, which has soared in the United
States — growing more than 22% in real terms in just the last 10 years,
according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics. Even at a rate that’s fixed like
the Rock of Gibraltar, if you get yourself a share of U.S. productivity, you
can count on big raises every year. And that’s what the government does.

That is not to say that tax rates should never be increased. If an increase is
needed for a valid public purpose, it should be implemented right away. At
the same time, all proposed hikes should be viewed with suspicion, because
government is not a disinterested party when it comes to revenue. Officials
spend tax money for the benefit of the public, but they also spend it on
themselves.

The Carmel City Council argues that it needs a TOT increase to pay for
very important things like improvements to the city’s aging streets, build-
ings and other infrastructure. It’s up to the voters to decide if they agree. But
even if they don’t, the city will surely continue to collect more hotel revenue
nearly every year.

Carmel hotel tax
revenue 1984-2024
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“Good idea, but I don’t think it will work.”

to the Editor

The Pine Cone encourages submission of let-
ters which address issues of public importance.
Letters cannot exceed 350 words, and must
include the author’s name and home town. We
reserve the right to determine which letters are
suitable for publication and to edit for length and
clarity.

The Pine Cone only accepts letters to the
editor by email. Please submit your letters to
mail@carmelpinecone.com

9/11 wish
Dear Editor,

I am writing with a hopeful heart and a
humble request. Years ago, | had the pro-
found honor of building the “Resolve &
Remembrance” September 11 Memorial,
which rests peacefully in the northwest
corner of Devendorf Park.

Every year since its creation, I have
stood at that sacred monument on Sept. 11
to place flowers. I wanted to ensure that
visitors from all over the world would see
that our community has never forgotten.

However, life has taken me away, and [
now live in Boise. It breaks my heart that |
cannot be there myself for this monumen-
tal 25th anniversary. But I know the deep
spirit, compassion and patriotism of the
citizens of Carmel and the greater Monte-
rey area.

Therefore, I am asking the public to
stand in my place. I invite everyone —
church groups, the American Legion,

our police and fire departments, families
and children — to help fill the memorial
with love. Whether it is a beautiful bou-
quet delivered by Bruno’s Market (which
is generously offering 20% off) or a sin-
gle flower picked from your own garden,
please consider placing a tribute at the
memorial.

If you can, please bring your flowers
starting on the evening of Sept. 10 and
continuing all day on 9/11. One by one,
your flowers will weave a beautiful tapes-
try of remembrance.

Thank you from the bottom of my heart.
God bless you all, and God bless the fami-
lies who still carry the pain of those we lost
25 years ago.

Carrie Ann, Boise, Idaho

Public safety negligence
Dear Editor,

In 1975, 1 founded the Big Sur Fire
Department and learned how fast and dev-
astating wildfires can be.

Access for fire equipment and evacua-
tion routes for residents are imperative.

The Carmel Views neighborhood has
one way in and the same way out, with no
emergency exit.

In 1967, Monterey County approved
the subdivision without an exit.

In 2025, the Carmel Views board met
with Monterey County 5th District Super-
visor Kate Daniels and representatives
from Cal Fire to solve the exit problem.

The board advised fixing the old fire
road through Hatton Canyon to Highway
1 for $200,000.
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Follow the Yellow Brick Road

LYLA ENGLEHORN is a singer, an
actor, a mom, and the concept branch lead
at the Naval Postgraduate School’s Office
of Warfare Studies. Briefly,

a politics minor yet ended up graduating
with a theater major and a minor in history.
She had received a music scholarship but

said she was kicked out of

she heads an idea fac-
tory focused on equipping
tomorrow’s soldiers and
sailors. And she got there
step by step, like Dorothy
on the Yellow Brick Road,
with just as much adventure
and fun.

Englehorn was born in
1968 in Tacoma, Wash.
She grew up on Bainbridge
Island in the house her
grandmother had bought
as a summer home in 1947.
Her grandmother’s twin
brother had bought the
matching house next door,
so Englehorn grew up amid
family.

She graduated from Bainbridge High
School and attended Whitman College in
Walla Walla. “I started off as a pre-med
biology major but got a pat on the head
and told I was too pretty for that field, so

Great Lives

By SALLY BAHO

I had a conversation with myself about
whether | wanted to deal with this gender
bias throughout college, med school and
possibly my whole career,” she said.

She decided to switch majors to his-
tory — focusing on Mesopotamia — with

Lyla Englehom

the music department for
spending too much time in
theater.

Rafting

While applying for a job
with what’s now the U.S.
Government Accountabil-
ity Office at the career cen-
ter, she saw a flyer for a job
at Glacier National Park.
“There were people white-
water rafting on the ad.
I didn’t even know what
state Glacier was in, but I
liked rafting, so I mailed
in the postcard,” she said.
She didn’t get the position
at GAO, but was hired as a
bartender at Glacier Park Lodge. So, she
moved to Montana for the gig and picked
up a job as a tour bus driver.

“l had to get my commercial driver’s
license for that, and I learned to tell a lot of
jokes about mountain goats
when we were stuck in traf-
fic,” she said, also recount-
ing “playing chicken” with
RVs on Glacier’s narrow
mountain roads.

Still in love with theater
— and wanting a change from bartending
— she auditioned with the Missoula Chil-
dren’s Theatre and was cast as Pinocchio
for its traveling show, which toured all

See LIVES next page

From the mayor’s desk —

Noticing the good things

By DALE BYRNE

FOR THE past couple years, I’'ve
been following 92-year-old Carmel res-
ident Hans Lehman’s Substack blog,
“Walking My Ways.” Twice a week, Hans
writes about his adventures in Carmel and
beyond, finding interesting and positive
things in ordinary life. Reading his posts
lets us tag along with one of Carmel’s bus-
iest people. He uses the subscription fees
to maintain his historic redwood home that
was originally a downtown restaurant and
was moved to its current site long ago.

Hans inspired me to try something dif-
ferent this week. City government spends
much of its time solving problems, some-
thing | happen to enjoy. But good things
are happening around town every day, and
sometimes it’s nice to stop and notice them.

B The Pit is gone

If you were downtown last week, you
may have seen the enormous concrete
pumper at the former “Pit” near the Post
Office. The good news? That was the
last major concrete pour for the project’s
“podium,” essentially the structural base.
Framing is rising at the rear of the proj-
ect. The Pit is gone, and apartments and
shops will be taking its place. The project
is scheduled to be completed by October
2027.

Next door, the Carmel Art Association

building has been shored up and is stand-
ing strong as the association enters its
100th year. Stop and check out the won-
derful local art.

I bumped into Patrice Pastor on Dolores
last week and thanked him for persevering
through the Pit project’s twists and turns. A
man of few words, he calmly said he loves
Carmel, things sometimes take longer than
expected, but improving the village makes
him happy. That’s good, because he has
several important projects ahead.

M The Forge

As covered in The Pine Cone last
week, controversy has emerged around
another Esperanza project at the former
Forge in the Forest restaurant site. Rather
than revisiting the disagreement, here’s
the good news: Concerned residents and
the business owners are talking. The site
requires more rehabilitation than expected,
but the main non-historic building and
cherished blacksmith equipment will hope-
fully be preserved as much as possible.
Plans to create a high-quality, reasonably
priced restaurant, the Corner Market, are
underway.

B PG&E Situation

Other good news came last week when

See MAYOR page 31A
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Transition and transformation —
and a dose of creative whimsy

AN ARTIST with an adventurous
backstory, a bohemian name and a highly
unusual body of work is among 100 cre-
ators participating in the 2026 Arts Coun-
cil for Monterey County Open Studios Art
Tour, a two-weekend event that begins
Sept. 12-13 and continues Sept. 19-20 at
numerous locations.

Phoenix Redstone, a Carmel-based
marriage and family counselor, will exhibit
a wide variety of colorful mixed-media
pieces, both abstract and representational,
at her Seaside home, 1729 Soto St., from
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. both weekends. (Visit her
Instagram page at phoenixredstoneartz to
view images of her art.)

At a very young age, Phoenix Redstone
(her legal name, but not her birth name),

Carmel’s Artists

By DENNIS TAYLOR

began to demonstrate that she liked to
forge her own path. “All my life, I’ve been
a person who had to learn the hard way —
socially, physically, whatever it was — and
find out for myself,” she said.

B She was painting murals on her bed-
room wall as a 7-year-old.

B As a fourth grader, she climbed to
the rooftop of her elementary school —
gripping a rain gutter with her hands and
using bricks and mortar as
her foothold — then glee-
fully celebrated before the
inevitable reprimand.

B Diagnosed with
attention-deficit/hyperac-
tivity disorder, she was an
often distracted student
who occasionally had to be
summoned back to reality.
“The teacher would say,
‘Hey, get in your seat!™
she remembered. “And 1’d
realize | was still standing
in a corner, doing my own
thing, while everybody else
was sitting down, involved
in another activity.”

W At 9 or 10, she
rejected her given name
(withheld at her request)
and began signing her
schoolwork “Frances
Lear,” a pen name she kept through middle
school. One teacher reacted by giving her a
Zero on an assignment.

Bl As a teen, she rebelled a few more
times, trying on traditionally male names.
High school classmates knew her as
“Toni.”

She also felt frustrated at home, suffo-
cated by a strict, ultra-religious upbring-
ing. “My family doesn’t like it when | say
it was a cult, but that’s what it was,” she
said. “There was isolation ... we were told
not to make friends with the outside world.

19-20.
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We were supposed to tell on each other ...
that type of stuff.”

So Frances/Toni dropped out of high
school and left her Missouri home behind.

“l just wanted to get out of there and
go wherever they couldn’t find me,” said
Redstone, who lived on the streets for six
months and survived on earnings from
part-time jobs.

Reborn as ‘Phoenix’

Newfound “ragamuffin friends” (her
description) celebrated her “rebirth” with
an appropriate nickname — Phoenix —
a moniker that evolved into an identity.
She was in her mid-20s when she legally
changed her name.

Street life became military life when
she met her future hus-
band, who blindsided her by
enlisting not long after they
were married.

“*What do you mean you
signed up?’” she exclaimed.

“Yeah, they’re taking me
on May 31!” her new spouse bragged.

“We almost got divorced right then.
And | actually sent him a Dear John letter
when he was in boot camp,” she recalled.

After learning that her husband would
be stationed in California — and furnished
with a house — she opted to give the “mil-
itary wife life” a chance.

“We were really struggling to make
ends meet as a married couple in Mis-

PHOTO/BEN DRAEGER

Free spirit Phoenix Redstone, a Carmel-based marriage and family
counselor, will show her unusual art af her Seaside home during

both weekends of the Open Studios Tour, Sept. 12-13 and Sept.

souri,” she said. “He said, ‘Hey, we get a
house. You won’t have to work. You can go
to school.” And I finally said, ‘Yeah, OK,
I’ll give itatry.””

He was assigned to Monterey in 2001
and 2002 to study at the Defense Language
Institute. Phoenix volunteered as an out-
doors guide for the DLI and discovered
studio-art classes at Monterey Peninsula
College, learning from popular instructor
Gary Quinonez.

See ARTIST page 45A
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From page 26A

For reasons unknown, Daniels requested $6 million,
which killed the simple, viable and affordable fix.

Daniels and Monterey County are hereby noticed for
negligence of public safety and the subsequent liability for
loss of life and property.

Hopefully, they will take heed and fix this simple but
critical problem.

Gary Koeppel, Carmel Views

TOT, taxes and reality
Dear Editor,

I am writing in response to the editorial, “Taxing is a
moving target,” in the Aug. 28 edition of The Pine Cone.
Using both federal and state economic data, it suggested
that tax receipts can rise without increasing rates simply
because the tax base to which they apply rises over time.
It further suggests that this mechanism may apply to the
proposed increase in the transient occupancy tax rate from
10% to 12% before Carmel voters. I would first like to
challenge some of the conclusions about federal taxes and
then question their applicability to the TOT ballot measure.

The federal data for the nearly 50-year period, 1976
to 2025, quoted in the editorial is generally accurate and
resulted in an increase in the tax base and tax receipts
as noted. However, it fell short in generating the poten-
tial receipts that could have gone a long way in reducing
deficits. Real GDP rose about 300% during this period.
This can generally be attributed to a 190% increase in
the worker population compounded by a 160% increase
in worker productivity. However, real wages for workers
increased only about 20 to 25%, plus maybe 5 to 10% for
non-wage benefits, leaving the balance of productivity
gains, 125 to 135%, to corporate profits, executive com-
pensation and asset appreciation. And this does not include
large, unrealized capital gains on assets not included in
GDP or the tax base.

Further, only about 60% of these receipts derive from
progressive income taxes. The rest come from regressive
taxes, primarily Social Security and Medicare deduc-
tions meant to pay for retirement benefits. For example,
a worker earning $176,000 in 2025 paid the same amount
into SSA as a CEO earning $10 million. This has resulted
in an unequal concentration of wealth, much not currently
taxable, even though wealthy folks did pay more of the
income taxes even as the top tax rate declined. As a grow-
ing number of people reach retirement age, the regressive

tax collections will not be sufficient to pay for promised
benefits. The editorial oddly suggests that we should now
cut back on promised retirement benefits rather than find
a way to tap a small part of the wealth created by worker
productivity and disproportionately enjoyed by the few
top owners of capital.

How does this apply to the TOT increase on the ballot? |
don’t know. The related tax base is calculated by multiply-
ing available hotel rooms by rental rates by the occupancy
rate. Taking inflation out of the equation, the base can
only be increased by adding hotel rooms and/or increas-
ing occupancy rates. The same factors that increased the
federal tax base are not in play here. So, the premise that
TOT receipts will increase without an increase in the tax
rate seems implausible.

Charles Alvarez, Pacific Grove

Mills Act contracts
Dear Editor,

The recent 4-1 decision by the Carmel City Council to
not renew all Mills Act contracts left those of us with exist-
ing contracts in a precarious position. My home was one
of the most recent contracts approved after the submission
of an extensive and costly architectural plan. In good faith,
I started with roofing, which was the most expensive part
of our plan, as | wanted to show | was serious about hon-
oring my part of the contract.

After reviewing the discussion from last year’s council
meeting on a proposal to not renew, and the most recent
meeting to proceed with non-renewal notices, it became
apparent there was a lack of motivation to seek other rem-
edies to solve the concerns regarding monitoring property
owners’ responsibility to meet the architectural plans.
Additionally, I noted a disregard for those of us with exist-
ing contracts who gave public testimony to the challenges
of owning and maintaining our properties. The focus of
the city council appeared to be on lack of tax revenue and
their inability to monitor individual architectural plans.

Carmel has no shortage of intelligent residents with
a keen interest in maintaining the historic value of our
homes. An independent public commission could have
been appointed to ease the municipal burden of moni-
toring. Additionally, while the loss of tax revenue on the
existing Mills contracts was mourned, no one gave an esti-
mate on prospective tax revenue of new homes in progress
or remodeling of existing homes with a new tax base.

Finally, non-renewal of these contracts, with the intent
to never approve new contracts, constitutes a move toward
changing the historical integrity of Carmel, which fuels
an economy vital to city coffers. On a personal level, it
demonstrates a lack of public trust. Overall, the citizens
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and economy of Carmel deserve a more thoughtful rem-
edy for maintaining the Mills Act without eliminating it.

Kim Griffin,

Carmel

LIVES

From previous page

across the United States and Canada.

She spent a few years performing with the company,
and while on set of “Leader of the Pack” in Ohio, she fell
in love with a fellow actor who was from Monterey. They
drove back across the country together in 1996 and their
15-year marriage began in 1997. She found a job at the
Western Stage at Hartnell College but quit not long after
to be a full-time mom.

“When | was eight months pregnant with my second
child, I heard Leon Panetta speak very passionately about
his call to public service. I wanted to be part of ‘Dumb-
ledore’s Army,”” she said, referring to a group of teens
trained to fight the bad guys in the “Harry Potter” series.

Diapers to data

She was so inspired that she applied to the master’s
program in public policy at Cal State Monterey Bay’s
Panetta Institute. “I was sure he wouldn’t accept me but I
knew I’d regret it if I didn’t apply,” she said.

To her surprise, she was accepted and started grad
school when her daughter was 6 months old and son was 3
1/2. “The program was designed for working profession-
als,” she recalled, with evening classes that allowed her to
spend her days with her children.

The degree requirements included an internship, and
Englehorn did one in maritime defense and security at
NPS. In fact, she wrote her thesis on “maritime domain
awareness and regulatory clutter,” which explored pub-
lic-private information sharing and port environments.

She graduated in 2010 and was hired full time at NPS,
working first as a technical reporter and then as the associ-
ate director of the Consortium for Robotics and Unmanned
Systems, Education and Research. In 2020, she moved into
her current job with the Naval Warfare Studies Institute.

Hamlet’s mom

She lives in Pacific Grove with her fiancé. Her children
are grown — her son just graduated from UC Davis and is
applying to graduate school in urban design in Japan, and
her daughter recently started her sophomore year at UC
Santa Cruz.

Englehorn sings in the local band Salty and performs
Christmas carols during the holidays. She still likes to go
on stage at least once a year and has starred in many local
productions including “Hamlet,” in which she played Ger-
trude, the title character’s mother. She even had the plea-
sure of performing as Mrs. Potts alongside her daughter
— cast as Chip — in “Beauty and the Beast,” put on by
Pacific Repertory Theatre.

Englehorn’s yellow brick road didn’t exactly end in Oz,
but she was already well equipped with brains, courage
and plenty of heart. Who needs a wizard, anyway?
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THE PIT

From page 1A

their buildings. Deciding they couldn’t
wait, however, the nonprofits undertook
repairs on their own dime, with the art asso-
ciation embarking on a capital campaign to
fund them, and The Carmel Foundation
completed its shoring work and fixes to
its damaged apartment and grounds last
fall before Esperanza’s contractor began
removing the old pilings, floor and other
installations last December.

Construction on Ulrika Plaza, which
will contain underground parking, 14 retail
units, and a dozen one- and two-bedroom
apartments ranging from 622 square feet to
1,863 square feet, started earlier this year
and is expected to be completed in mid-
2027. During a walking tour of Esperanza
Carmel’s various projects last month, man-
aging director Chris Mitchell said interest
in the apartments has been strong. He also
said the firm has secured an anchor com-
mercial tenant and is “looking for indepen-
dent retailers” for the other spaces.

Joint statements

This week, the nonprofits, Leidig
Draper Properties and Esperanza Carmel,
announced that the mediation they entered
in April, with the guidance of retired Mon-
terey County Superior Court Judge Rich-
ard Silver, concluded with a settlement.

“The process of resolution has taken
significant time and required cooperation
on the part of all parties,” their Sept. 3 joint

statement reads. “The association and the
foundation sincerely appreciate the time,
effort and support of Leidig Draper and
Esperanza in reaching a resolution.

“Their good-faith efforts have gone a
long way to put this matter behind all par-
ties,” it continues. “With the resolution of
all disputes, the association and the foun-
dation look forward to the completion of
Esperanza’s project to the benefit of the
city and its citizens.”

The statement includes no comments
from Leidig Draper or Esperanza, nor does
it describe the terms of the settlement.

Esperanza Carmel and the art associa-
tion issued a separate statement saying the
nonprofit gallery “agreed to clarify that, if
it had the information recently provided
by Esperanza Carmel, it would not have
made the statements in The Pine Cone
suggesting that the work undertaken by
Esperanza Carmel and its contractor might
have caused vibrations and shaking that
could result in damage to the association’s
building.”

The “vibrations and shaking,” as well as
pounding and the loading of large chunks
of concrete into haulers, occurred mostly
during the demolition process and were
heard and felt blocks away.

“With the damage claims now resolved,
the Carmel Art Association is confident
that it and Esperanza Carmel will have a
productive working relationship,” the joint
statement continues, and they “have also
agreed to work collaboratively to ensure
that any future issues are addressed openly
and directly for the mutual benefit of both
parties.”
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Your goal is to stay at
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TICKETS ON SALE NOW

O MONTEREY
SYMPHONY

Love Letter
to New York

FOREST THEATER, CARMEL

SEPTEMBER 15 and 16, 2026
6:30PM

COSTUME CONTEST
AT EACH CONCERT!

Costumes strongly encouraged.
Dress as a character from one of the
featured shows or a
New York landmark or icon!
Prizes for kids and adults!

BRAD HOGARTH, CONDUCTOR
TAMMY L. HALL, PIANO
MALINDA DeROUEN, VOCALS
BERNARD HOLCOMB, VOCALS

montereysymphony.org
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Make sure your car is ready for
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START THE SCHOOL YEAR
WITH PEACE OF MIND

STOP BY FOR A FREE
BRAKE INSPECTION!
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10% OFF
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PLEASE CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
Expires September 18, 2026

Your car's health is always in good hands with us

PROUDLY SERVING THE
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Matteson's
AUTO REPAIR

831-373-5050
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Suspect jumps into lake to escape

By KELLY NIX

A MAN who jumped into Lake El
Estero in Monterey on Sunday afternoon
while trying to flee police has been charged
with resisting arrest, being under the influ-
ence of methamphetamine, and other
crimes, court documents show.

On Aug. 30, at about 4:40 p.m., Mon-
terey police officers responded to a report
of a suspicious person near Third Street
and Camino Aguajito. Witnesses said the
man was climbing on top of garbage cans
and appeared disoriented. A woman also
reported he was following her.

After officers found Brian Cardenas,
24, he took off. Part of the chase was cap-
tured on a cell phone camera by a woman
who was parked nearby. The video shows
Cardenas running along an unpaved path
between Lake El Estero and San Carlos
Cemetery. Meanwhile, Monterey police
officers in vehicles activated their sirens
and sped down Camino El Estero and Pearl
Street.

Cardenas took off his shirt, dropped it,
and jumped into the lake. After he made a

brief attempt two swim across the murky,
green-brown water, officers arrived on
shore and convinced him to get out.

“Eww, he’s going to be so stinky,” one
of the people in the car with the videogra-
pher says.

Cardenas got out of the water with his
hands up and lay face down on the ground
as Monterey police instructed. Three
officers took him into custody without a
struggle.

‘Threats’

On Monday, the Monterey County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office filed charges against
Cardenas, accusing him of resisting and
obstructing Monterey Police Sgt. Jason
Newby, being under the influence of meth-
amphetamine, possession of meth, and
another drug-related misdemeanor.

Prosecutors also filed a separate case
against Cardenas on Monday, alleging
that in late June he threatened to “commit
a crime” against a person “which would
result in death.”

As of Thursday, he was in custody at
Monterey County Jail in Salinas.
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that the appropriate approvals are in place
before work begins. Those requirements
are important for protecting sensitive
aquatic environments such as Lake El
Estero.”

The city’s lease agreement with El
Estero Boating does not provide for rou-
tine grass-cutting in Lake EIl Estero.

Interfering
“Rather, it provides a process for
addressing aquatic vegetation when it is
confirmed to unreasonably interfere with
paddle boat operations,” Banks said,

PENINSULA

adding that Monterey is seeking permis-
sion from the state to allow management
of lake vegetation to be “conducted on a
recurring basis over multiple years.”

Per its lease agreement, El Estero Boat-
ing is required to notify Monterey when
aquatic vegetation hinders operations, she
said.

If the city, following an inspection of
the paddleboats, “confirms that the vegeta-
tion is unreasonably impeding their oper-
ation, the agreement provides for a tem-
porary reduction in the lease rate until the
city removes the vegetation sufficiently to
allow the paddleboats to reasonably navi-
gate the lake,” Banks explained.

The cost of cutting the grass is estimated
to be $30,000. The city will seek bids for
the work, she said.

SEPTIC TANK SERVICE

3

Celebrating 62 Years

PUMPING AND DRAIN
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e SEPTIC SYSTEMS PUMPED, SERVICED, INSPECTED, REPAIRED & INSTALLED
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SEWER AND STORM DRAINS CLEARED

HYDRO-JETTING SEWER, STORM & GREASE TRAP LINES

SUMP PUMPS SERVICED AND REPAIRED
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*Cannot be combined with any other discounts
Senior, military & 1st responder discounts available
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www.psts.net
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Plaskett Fire also destroyed Brendon
Shave’s residence on Plaskett Ridge —
remarkably, the only home lost to either
wildfire.

Backfiring efforts

Firefighters are planning to use back
burns to help control the Plaskett Fire.

“Planned actions for the next opera-
tional period include conducting strate-
gic firing operations to keep pace with
the main fire,” Cal Fire said Thursday
morning. “Crews will apply an aggres-
sive direct attack where terrain and fire
behavior allow, while continuing to build
and secure both direct and indirect control
lines. Fixed-wing and rotary-wing aircraft
will be utilized when available to support
ground operations. Burnout and backfiring
efforts will continue as necessary to secure
lines, limit fire spread and reinforce both
primary and contingency control features.”

To keep the Timber Fire from spread-
ing, firefighters are focused on strengthen-
ing and reinforcing containment lines to
the north, east and southeast of the blaze,
and building fire lines with hand crews and
heavy equipment.

“In the northwest, hand crews are pri-
oritizing the construction of containment
lines from Post Summit toward Little
Sur River,” the Cal Fire report continued.
“Crews will be rappelling from helicop-
ters into inaccessible terrain to engage in a
multi-day mission to build direct line north
of Manuel Peak. Near Logwood Creek on
the southern perimeter, crews continue to
extend containment lines to check the fire’s
progress.”

Aiding the effort are two hotshot crews
who hiked deep into the backcountry to
build containment lines.

To protect a cabin at Pfeiffer Big Sur
State Park, firefighters wrapped it with a
fire-retardant material. The structure was
built in 1884 by homesteader John Pfeiffer,
whose family later donated the land for the
park.

Nearly 3,000 personnel, including

MAYOR

From page 27A

a resident sent me a thoughtful email after
PG&E cut down part of an oak tree on city
property. PG&E was preparing to replace a
power pole in front of her house to handle
increased electrical demand. After explain-
ing her concerns, within two days, city
staff, PG&E and its contractor worked out
a better solution. This Monday, crews were
onsite executing the project. | involved two
forest and beach commissioners who will
review communication protocols for sit-
uations like this in the future. That’s how
these things should work: Calmly raise a
concern, listen, communicate and look for
a better process.

B The Mole Hole

A longtime Carmel fixture, the Mole
Hole has received its permit to relocate
behind the Tuck Box. Keeping distinctive
local businesses in Carmel matters. Its new
location will include outdoor space, giving
this venerable business more flexibility.

I’m sure Peter will turn it into another
quintessential Carmel treasure.

M Public works leader

Our new public works director, Yanni
Demitri, started this week at an important
moment for Carmel. This council has made
rebuilding our aging infrastructure a major
priority. With new leadership, added proj-
ect management capacity and upgraded
equipment, we are prepared for substantial
work in the coming years.

Yanni brings experience managing
large public projects and is also a traffic
engineer. Parking, traffic and pedestrian
circulation have resisted easy answers for
years, and we’re looking forward to a fresh
set of experienced eyes to help us tackle
them.

There will always be problems to solve
in Carmel. But “Walking My Ways” has
reminded me that, every once in a while,
it’s worth looking around the village and
noticing what’s going right.

To hear a podcast generated from this
column, go to cli.re/goodnews.

Dale Byrne is mayor of Carmel-by-the-
Sea. His email is dbyrne@chbts.us.

crews from the U.S. Forest Service and Cal
Fire, are engaged in fighting the two fires,
along with scores of engines, helicopters,
bulldozers and water tenders. Fort Hunter
Liggett, the softball field at Pfeiffer Big
Sur State Park, and Plaskett Creek Camp-
ground are being used as staging areas and
operational hubs for firefighters and heavy
equipment.

Weather cools

After a series of hot, dry days, the
weather appears to be aiding firefighters,
with cooler temperatures, higher rela-
tive humidity and patchy fog, which are
expected to “help moderate fire behav-
ior and support suppression operations,”
according to Monterey County spokesper-
son Nick Pasculli. But Hurricane Marie,
which has been brewing off the coast of
Mexico, isn’t expected to bring any rain
this weekend.

Many neighborhoods in Big Sur remain
under evacuation orders or warnings, with
any directive “subject to immediate change
based on real-time fire behavior.”

Fifty-six miles of Highway 1 had been
closed to all but firefighters and locals,
but most of the road reopened to visitors
Thursday morning.

For now, it remains closed for about
14 miles from Pacific Valley south to the
Monterey County line.

All Big Sur state parks remain closed,
along with most shops and resorts,
although some are planning to reopen
soon. The Carmel Mission Inn Conference
Room and the Cambria Veterans Memorial
Building are being used as shelters for dis-
placed residents.

While both fires officially remain under
investigation, rumors circulating through-
out Big Sur suggest the cause of each has
been identified.

S
VMONTEREY COUNTY EXPRESS EMPLOYMENT

P,

Finding the right talent shouldn't be a full-time job.
Let us handle it while you focus on your business.

Paul Weyant | 831-920-1857
Paul. Weyant@ExpressPros.com
expresspros.com/montereycountyca

Respecting People. Impacting Business.

The Pine Cone has been a member of the
Carmel Chamber of Commerce for more than 100 years.

As we wrap up the 2025-2026
- fawning season, PG Deer

Awareness Resource wants to
ﬁ M O D E R N E Y E S thank the entire community for
OPTOMETRY

your ongoing support in helping
our local native deer remain safe.
o 5
We wish to extend our heartfelt
thank you to all of those who
contributed financially to our
nonprofit so that we can continue
to place signs throughout
Pacific Grove.
g
Your financial assistance will help
us in expanding our efforts into
Monterey and Pebble Beach in &
the 2026-2027 fawning season. 5 "

IMMEDIATE
APPOINTMENTS

AVAILABLE

At Modern Eyes Optometry,
Dr. Maureen Hong, O.D.

and her team is dedicated to

providing high-quality eye care
for the whole family.
Personalized care with

modern technology.

Proudly serving the Monterey

Peninsula for 20 years
CONTACT US TODAY TO
550 Camino ElL Estero, Suite 205 SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT
Monterey, CA 93940 (831) 641-7848

moderneyesmonterey €3 [©)

www.pgdeerawa renessresource.org

www.moderneyesmonterey.com
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"PEBBLE BEACH

Newly Built Luxury
1041 RODEO ROAD

1LISTING IN PEBBLE BEACH

+ 17 LISTINGS IN CARMEL

+ 4 LISTINGS IN CARMEL VALLEY
+ 2 LISTINGS IN PACIFIC GROVE
+ 11 LISTINGS IN MONTEREY

Access the Unlisted
Some of the Peninsula’s finest homes never hit the open market
Scan the QR code to sign up for access to upcoming and off-market listings

. CARMEL HIGHLANDS.
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INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Mike Canning | Jessica Canning | Nic Canning | Ellen Armstrong | Anita Jones | Caroline Garcia
team@canningproperties.com | 831.238.9718 | CanningProperties.com

© 2026 Sotheby's International Realty. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark and used with permission. Each Sotheby’s International Realty office is independently owned
and operated, except those operated by Sotheby's International Realty, Inc. All offerings are subject to errors, omissions, changes including price or withdrawal without notice. Equal Housing Opportunity. Mike
Canning DRE: 01004964, Jessica Canning DRE: 01920034, Nic Canning DRE: 01959355, Ellen Armstrong DRE:02046046, Anita Jones DRE: 01926760. Unlicensed Assistant: Caroline Garcia.
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And there’s a flag on the play, and the one after that, and so on

|N ITS third season as a sanctioned
varsity sport in California, girls flag foot-
ball has evolved into a wide-open, whirling
dervish of a game — seven-on-seven, with
imaginative play designs. Everybody on

Peninsula Sports

By DENNIS TAYLOR

the field is an eligible receiver, and rigid
rules prohibit intentional physical contact
of any kind.

Mouthguards are mandatory, but hel-
mets and shoulder pads are unnecessary —

and, in fact, illegal.

Blockers set screens (getting in the
way), but aren’t permitted to push, grab or
barge into an opponent in any way.

One player is allowed to go “in motion”
— running parallel to the
line of scrimmage, but never
toward it — before the foot-
ball is snapped.

Defenders don’t tackle.
They pull a flag from a ball
carrier’s waistband. They’re
penalized for body checking, diving into
a ball carrier, blocking a runner’s path or
impeding a receiver’s route, lowering a
shoulder, or attempting to strip the ball
from an opponent’s arms.

Anticipation
and discipline

All of which gives
defensive players a lot to
consider on the fly. That’s
why defensive coordinators
may use almost any forma-
tion and emphasize angles,
positioning,  anticipation
and discipline.

A designated pass rusher
must start 7 yards behind
the line of scrimmage (“the
rush line”), be clearly iden-
tified, and stay at least 1
yard behind the line until
the ball is snapped.

A rusher cannot leap

Strong-armed junior Kaelani Sagin, a second-team All-Gabilan
selection, returns as the Padres’ sfarfing quarterback this season.

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER

into the quarterback’s
space or make contact
with the passer. No block-
ing is allowed if a pass is

WEBER

G O DSIMIEH

GEAEIEVE SR Y

HANDMADE FINE JEWELRY

Trunk Show
September 10th-12th .=

intercepted.

Typical offensive formations are
composed of a snapper (the center), a
quarterback, a running back (who may
instead line up as a wide receiver), and
all four receivers are also permitted to
line up as running backs.

Such liberties turn coaches into mad
scientists, quarterbacks into tricksters,
and receivers into acrobats.

Defenders may set up in any forma-
tion, move at will, and play one-on-one,
zone or hybrid defenses.

“Oh, man, | still feel like we all learn
something new every week, and I’'m
just trying to be a student of the game,”
said Phil Johnston, who began coach-
ing the sport at Carmel High four years
ago, when it was still just an intramural
competition. “I’m trying to be adaptable
and creative, trying to find that balance
between being too strict and making
sure we’re having fun.”

A playoff season in 2025
Winning is part of the fun, and the

Section 2

o8

PHOTO//KERRY BELSER

Delilah Herro eamed All-Gabilan recognition as a
running back/reciever as a junior, and is expected

2025 Padres won their share.

Carmel placed second in the Pacific
Coast Athletic League’s Gabilan Divi-
sion with an 11-5 record and qualified
for the Central Coast Section Division 3
playoffs, where they routed Soquel, 47-7,
in the quarterfinals. The Padres lost in
the semifinals, 21-13, to Woodside Priory
School to finish 12-6 overall.

Multiple key players return this season,
notably two-time All-Gabilan Division
running back Delilah Herro, who is likely
to become a primary receiver this year.

“Delilah is coming off a really good

to be a primary target in Carmel’s passing game this
season. She also stands out on defense.

season, and she’s already getting looked
at by a few of the smaller NCAA Division
I universities, as well as some Division Il
schools,” Johnston said.

Herro’s more intense focus on
pass-catching was likely necessitated by
the absence of fellow senior Anna Rasmus-
sen, who led the Padres in receptions three

See SPORTS next page

10am-5pm
Dlease join us!

107 The Crossroads Blvd.,
831-626-7600




Image credit: Rex Ray (1956-2015), Placidium, c. 2003, collage with mixed media over canvas, 54 x 54 in. Courtesy of Gallery 16.

Rex Ray: We Are All Made of Light
August 27, 2026 - January 17,2027

Born of the Bear Dance:
Dugan Aguilar's Photographs
of Native California

September 10 - December 20, 2026

Luminaries
October 23,2026 - January 17, 2027

Thursday - Sunday
llam-5pm

559 Pacific Street,
Monterey, CA 93940
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years in a row (earning all-division honors
in 2025).

“Anna is a multitalented kid — very
involved in theater, drama and video pro-
duction — and wanted to put more time
into those things this year, as a senior.
She’s a bright light, and she’s trying to fig-
ure out who she is,” the coach said.

Two returning Padres earned sec-
ond-team All-Gabilan recognition last year
as sophomores.

Big arm at quarterback

Kaelani Sagin will be a second-year
starter as the team’s rocket-armed quar-
terback, where a full season of experience
figures to be a boon.

“Kaelani can throw the football really
far, and our focus this year will be to teach
her more about playing the quarterback
position and get her where she needs to
be,” said Johnston, who was a record-set-
ting QB at Carmel High (5,400 yards
passing in his final two seasons), then
played linebacker in 2007 and 2008 at
Cal Poly San Luis Obispo.

Bella Rodriguez, also a junior, is an
exceptionally versatile athlete who can
play multiple offensive positions but
earned her second-team All-Gabilan rec-
ognition as a defensive back.

“She’s basically a utility player —
dependable and extremely coachable —
who can do anything | need her to do,”
Johnston said of Rodriguez, a cornerback
and linebacker on defense. “It’s really
exciting to know she’s going to be with
us for the next two seasons.”

Big things also are anticipated from
sophomore Annabella Schroeder, a first-
team All-Mission Division third baseman
last season as a freshman softball player.

“She’s a big, strong, travel softball
player — super aggressive — with a

scrimmage for us this season.”

Schroeder is expected to be a threat at
wide receiver for the Padres and figures to
start at linebacker.

An ace flag-puller

Returning letter-winner Pearl
Burttschell, the starting center, is likely
to become a more frequent target as a
receiver this year, Johnston said. She also
ranked among Carmel’s best flag-pullers in
her sophomore season.

Another player with big potential, the
coach said, is Ella Marie, a sophomore
recovering from a shoulder dislocation.
Marie, a standout on the JV team as a fresh-
man, is expected to see action as a receiver/
running back on offense and a linebacker
on defense.

Other key players on the defensive side
include Herro, who plays linebacker and
safety, and sophomore free safety Stella
Becker.

Monterey High product Nick Cunning-

See MORE SPORTS next page
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montereyart.org

Bella Rodriguez was a second-team all-division

ton of potential,” the coach said. “She’ll  defensive back as a sophomore in 2025 and ex-
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ham, a three-time U.S. Olympic bobsledder, returns as the
varsity assistant coach. Johnston’s dad, Craig Johnston, is
serving as head coach of the junior varsity squad for the
second year in a row. He previously spent 17 seasons as

Carmel High’s varsity football head coach.

The Padres opened their 2026 season Tuesday with
a 15-13 homefield loss to Alisal. They travel Monday to
Hollister for a 5:45 p.m. game, then return home Wednes-
day to play North Monterey County, a 5:15 p.m. kickoff at

Carmel High.

Dennis Taylor is a professional freelance writer in
Monterey County. Contact him at scribelaureate@gmail.

com.

Phil Johnston, a record-setting passer at Carmel High, guided the
Padres to a second-place finish in the Gabilan Division last fall,

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER

and the school’s first CCS playoff berth.

BRIDGE LESSONS
FOR BEGINNERS

Starting e
Saturday, September 12, 2026

10AM-1PM
12 Weeks

Monterey Bridge Club 831-747-1650

Welcoming
New Customers

* No Long Waiting Time
* Prescriptions Filled in 15 minutes*
¢ Accepting Most Medicare Part D Plans
* Same Day Delivery ¢ Accepts Tricare
* Pet Prescriptions
Over 100 Years of Service
Still Locally Owned & Operated

CARMEL DRUG STORE
Ocean Ave. & San Carlos, Carmel
831.624.3819
www.CarmelDrugStoreRX.com

Pharmacy Hours: 9am-6pm Mon-Fri
Store Hours: 8am-10pm ¢ 7 Days a Week

First Theatre Fest brings music, art and poetry

CELEBRATING THE legacy of one of the state’s
more enduring cultural institutions, the Monterey State
Historic Park Association presents the 3rd annual First
Theatre Fest Saturday from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

“The daylong celebration fills the landmark and its
grounds with performances on the historic stage, an arti-
san market, food from two local kitchens and activities for
kids led by our staff,” State Parks said.

The theater has been a mainstay of Monterey’s cultural
life since the 1840s, when it provided a venue for some

of California’s earliest paid theatrical performances. It
was closed for more than two decades before reopening in
2023 following an ambitious restoration.

Students from Monterey Peninsula College take the
stage in the theater at 11 a.m., followed by a poetry read-
ing at 1 p.m.

Two local musical acts, River Voices and The Night
Herons, play at 2 and 3 p.m.

The event is free. California’s First Theatre is located at
Pacific and Scott streets.

Journey to the heart of Carmel .
where it all began |

CAR
' Forest

on the
Stevenson School Campus

Preaching this Sunday
The Rev. Dr. Mike Harbert
“God’s Path to Healing”

Special Music 9:45 am
Worship Service 10:00 am

Complimentary Pebble Beach Gate Entrance

3152 Forest Lake Road, Pebble Beach
churchintheforest.org

Church of the Wayfarer
United Methodist
Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

All Saints’ Episcopal Church

SUNDAYS 10 A.M.
SW Corner of Dolores & 9th

Sunday Worship Carmel-by-the-Sea

10 a.m.

ALL are WELCOME

Centering Prayer - Thursdays at 5:30 p.m
(In-Person and Online)

831.624.3883

info@allsaintscarmel.org

Lincoln Street and 7th Avenue Carmel-by-the-Sea
churchofthewayfarer.com ¢ 831-624-3550

TO THOSE
LEANING ON
THE SUSTAINING
INFINITE,
TODAY IS BIG
WITH BLESSINGS

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST

SUNDAY 10 AM
WEDNESDAY 7 PM
LINCOLN BET 5TH & 6TH

TRADITIONAL

—— 77:00am

CONTEMPORARY  [Ef:3

Corner of Ocean & Junipero
and carmelpres.org

CHRISTIANSCIENCECARMEL.ORG

St. Anselm s Anglican Church

1928 PRAYER BOOK

;q'; Worship Every Sunday 9:30 am
%& The Rev. Ron Ryan
4}? “"r Meeting at Peninsula Baptist Church

1116 Funston Avenue | Pacific Grove, CA 93950
760-350-3255 | stanselmsanglican.org

1490 Mark Thomas Drive, Monterey, CA 93940
831-375-4463 ° stjohnschapel.com

The Rev. Dr. Richard Miles 1928 Book of Common Prayer

HOLY COMMUNION AT 10 A.M. SUNDAYS

. e BIBLE is our alarm clock N
JOIN US ON SUNDAY AT 10:30 A.M3

841 Rosita Road, Del Rey Oaks
(831) 394-8000
www.churchoftheoak
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This Week

MONTEREY PENINSULA

Live Music,
Clubs and Events

PacRep pays tribute to Frankie Valli, P.G. church welcomes ﬁddhng duo

RECREATING THE buzz and excitement that swept
the country in the early 1960s when Frankie Valli and
the Four Seasons took over the airwaves and pop charts,

On a High Note

By CHRIS COUNTS

PacRep Theatre’s “Walk Like a Man” plays Tuesday and

Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., at the Golden Bough Playhouse.
Besides the timeless title track, the tribute show fea-

tures an array of hit songs, including “Sherry,” “Big Girls

Don’t Cry” and “Can’t Take My Eyes Off You.”

“With soaring falsettos, tight harmonies, sharp chore-
ography and one unforgettable hit after another, the pro-
duction celebrates one of the most enduring catalogs in
American popular music,” PacRep said.

Portraying Valli is Val Martinez, who once toured
alongside the legendary singer. Martinez will be joined
by “an exceptional group of performers,” according to
PacRep.

“Whether reliving treasured memories or discovering
these classics for the first time, audiences can expect an
irresistible evening of music, nostalgia and entertain-
ment,” the theater company added.

Tickets start at $35. The Golden Bough is located at
Monte Verde between Eighth and Ninth. Call (831)

622-0100 or visit PacRep.org.

W A spicy mix

The rich musical traditions of Spain and Scot-
land come together when singers and fiddlers Maria
San Miguel and Galen Fraser perform Sunday, 3
p.m., at St. Mary’s-by-the Sea in Pacific Grove.

Fraser is the son of legendary fiddler Alasdair
Fraser, and San Miguel is his wife. The pair played
here a year ago.

“You may remember them from last fall when
they set our stage on fire,” said Jackie Pierce of St.
Mary’s, who described the duo’s sound as a “spicy
mix of Spanish with a dash of Scottish flavor.”

The church is located at 146 12th St. Tickets are
$31 for adults and $12 for kids 12 and under. Visit
celticsociety.org for more details.

B Incomparable improvisation

Pac Rep Theatre's “Walk Like A Man” pays fribute to the musical legacy of

Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons.

BEST SEATS GOING FAST!

BUY YOUR TICKETS TODAY!

8&9

Sunset Center’s Terrace Hour series of free out-
side concerts continues when The Rick Forschino

Paige & the Overtones from Las Vegas play “heartfelt honky-tonk”
music Thursday, 7 p.m., at Pop and Hiss in Pacific Grove.

Quartet plays jazz Friday at 5:30 p.m. Last week’s music
calendar inadvertently listed the quartet as last week’s per-
former, which was the Bubba Pickens Band.

The series showcases local musicians, “a curated lineup
of intimate, solo and small-ensemble performances in a
casual, open-air setting on our upper terrace.”

According to Sunset Center, “Rick unites the penin-
sula’s premier jazz artists — Bill Delap on bass, Mike
Shannon on drums and Ben Herod on saxophone — to

See MUSIC page 40A

FOUNDERS
THEATRE

Friday, Saturday & Sunda

WALK LIKE
MA

September 11-13, 2026

Custom House Plaza rree ADMISSION'
JOIN US for the 93rd Santa Rosalia Fisherman's Festival

honoring Monterey's fishermen, past and present. Festa is a family friendly,
FREE event that shares the sights, sounds, food and culture that make the
Italian experience so special. MARK your calendars now to attend this year's

A Tribute to
Frankie Valli
& The Four Seasons

PACREP.ORG

8316220100 | ==

gathering forthree days of ltallan cuisine, bocce, music and fun.

CELEBRATE
Monterey's

Heritage
with 3 Days of

Fun, Food and
Drink at Custom
House Plaza,

Historic Park!

Sicilian Italian 3§

Great Entertainment,
Bocce Tournament, =5

Monterey State @~

ENJEDBY, ;':v- 4 ITALIA F'IIIUNDATI

FEATURING
Pasquale Esposito
The Money Band
Anthony Lane Band
Tarantella Dancers
Lost and Found
Mike Marotta Italian All-Stars
Jimmy Rossi and Luca
SINGERS Erasmo Aiello, Dave Marzetti,
.1 Rachel Marotta Halim & Anna Marotta Halim,
¥l accompanied by Mike Marotta Jr.,

Dennis Murphy, Paul Tarantino
and John Beron

VISIT US AT
FestaltaliaMonterey.org
for more information on our
Bocce Tournament, schedule of
events, and the hlstory of this
greatannual event,

THREE DAYS
Friday: 3:00pm-9:00pm
Saturday: 10:00am-9:00pm
Sunday: 10:00am-6:00pm
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New restaurant adds lounge, two others toast 5 years in business

LABOR DAY is upon us, but while
most folks are kicking back (or bracing
for) a three-day weekend on the Peninsula,
firefighters in Big Sur won’t be taking a
break. Alvarado Street Brewery is accept-
ing donations at all its locations, including
Carmel Plaza, and posted a list of 18 sug-
gested items on Instagram — things like
bottled water, protein bars, car chargers for
phones, and laundry soap.

As we learn about more opportunities
to share with those in need, we’ll pass that
info along.

Meanwhile, here are some bite-sized
reports about restaurateur Bashar Alsneeh’s
new spot in Carmel, as well as Hay’s Place
at Pebble Beach — which somehow is
turning 5 already — and a thought about
where to have a nice lunch in P.G.

B Char gets OK to expand

Bashar Alsneeh’s new Dolores Street
steakhouse, Char, which replaced Canti-
netta Luca, can add a lounge in the former
Salumeria Luca space next door, the Car-
mel Planning Commission decided Aug.
19. But nothing in it can be called a “bar,”
and no one can sit at anything that looks
like a bar in that space.

That’s because Char already has a fully

Soup to Nuts

staffed bar with seats where customers can
order and enjoy their cocktails and food,
and the Carmel Municipal Code, as far as
anyone can tell, appears to limit not just the
number of bar seats a restaurant can have,
but the number of bars.

Alsneeh told planning commissioners
he plans to turn the former deli space into

a lounge where guests can
enjoy cocktails and small
bites. Expensive whiskies
and other liquors will be
displayed in the room, but
drink orders will be taken
by the floor staff. Char
offers an expansive menu
of hors d’oeuvres, pizzas,
pastas, steaks and sides, and
the expansion will bump the
number of seats from 86 to
99.

“I’'m doing something
that I feel is needed in Car-
mel — a high-end lounge
area where people can come
hang out and have drinks,”
he said, adding that his
other new enterprise, Bash-
Bar, which will be located
in the former Sade’s space
on Lincoln south of Ocean,
is “very close to opening.”

“It’s going to be something Carmel will
be proud of,” he said.

What is it?

At Char, planning commissioners wor-
ried the lounge area would become a sec-
ond bar and spent some time discussing

what a bar actually is. Is it
a piece of furniture? Or is
it, as far as the code goes,
a place where bartenders
make drinks and people sit
and enjoy them?
Alsneeh insisted he is not adding a sec-
ond bar. Saying he “needs the display” of
expensive bourbons, tequilas and the like,
he said, and needs a countertop to accom-
modate “a dishwasher and all that stuff,”
but it won’t be a bar.

Commissioner Mel Ahlborn worried

that even without seats, the countertop

FIRE UP THE GRILL FOR

LABOR
DAY BBQ

BRUNO’S

831-624-3821

LABOR DAY

Pick-up everything you need to celebrate from

Tte Best Corner cnw Carmel

ACROSS FROM DEVENDORF PARK

’ e A
A SN R,
) "\ N ‘\'
\ b L%
A

AWARD WINNING BUTCHER SHOP
PRIME & USDA CHOICE MEATS, POULTRY & SEAFOOD
NEW YORK STEAK ¢ CHOICE CUT RIBEYES ¢ AMERICAN WAGYU ¢ SKIRT STEAK
MONTEREY BAY SALMON ¢« MARY & SMART CHICKEN POULTRY
MESQUITE SMOKED BABY BACK RiBs « FAMOUS TRI TiP SANDWICH
ORGANIC PRODUCE ¢ FULL SERVICE GOURMET DELI
READY MADE ENTREES ¢ FRESH SQUEEZED ORGANIC O]
CoLD CRAFT BEER ¢« LOCAL WINES ¢ TOP SHELF LIQUOR ¢« AND MORE!

Carmel’s Largest
MARKET & DELI Independent
PRIME & USDA CHOICE MEATS Liquor Store
GOURMET DELI Since 1953
FARM FRESH PRODUCE

Ample Free Parking

. 2 1 W \\--
Save Time Order Online! '
: Visit us at:

' www.BrunosMarket.com §

831-624-1805
6" & Junipero, Carmel ¢ Open Daily 6am - 8pm ¢ Local Home & Hotel Delivery

would function as a bar if staff members
are making drinks there.

“If somebody can walk into this space
and order some tapas and order a drink and
do this without the servers having to go
into the other room, then indeed it’s oper-
ating independently as a bar,” she said.

“I disagree. If you can’t walk up and
order a drink, it’s not a bar,” chair Michael
LePage countered. “They’re going to give
you a menu, you’re going to order, they’re
going to make it and bring it back to you.”

Ultimately, commissioners were com-
fortable with calling the thing that looks
like a bar a “service counter” and telling
Alsneeh to relocate the four seats shown at
the counter in the layout, and they unani-
mously approved the application.

Because it constitutes an expansion, the
planning department also said he’ll have to
pay $108,160 in in-lieu parking fees, since

fliends.s o3

Hay's Place at Pebble Beach is celebrating its fifth anniversary next week. Chef de cuisine Angela Herrera (right) heads
up the culinary team at the high-end Cal-Mex establishment, which will hold a party with live music and a “walk-around
culinary experience.” Guests can wander the grounds and nosh as they enjoy the views.

the restaurant does not provide parking. At
the meeting, however, acting city admin-
istrator Brandon Swanson said he was
unsure that figure was accurate and said it
will be verified after the meeting.

B Hay’s Place turns 5

Pebble Beach Resorts’ youngest restau-
rant, Hay’s Place — situated next to the
nine-hole The Hay pitch and putt course
— celebrates its fifth anniversary next
month, and the company is celebrating.
Maintaining its identity as a high-end Cal-
Mex restaurant with unbeatable views and
a lively atmosphere, Hay’s Place continues
to carve out its unique spot in the Pebble
Beach landscape, and the culinary team
headed by chef de cuisine Angela Herrera

See FOOD next page

=

pouring daily from 12pm

CARMEL TASTING ROOM
SAN CARLOS & 7TH
831.626.WINE (9463)

ESTATE WINERY & TASTING ROOM
1972 HOBSON AVE., GREENFIELD
831.386.0316

SCHEID

VINEYARDS

SCHEIDVINEYARDS.COM
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consistently keeps things fresh and changing — even if
that means your favorite dish disappears from the menu
from time to time.

The Oct. 17 anniversary celebration is a pricey ticket
at $225, but promises to impress, with guests invited to
wander through the restaurant, the practice green and the
first tee “during an exclusive ticketed walk-around culi-
nary experience” complemented by live music from the
Chicano All-Stars.

Herrera’s heritage and personal history play out at
Hay’s. Born in coastal Nayarit, Mexico, she is inspired in
the kitchen by family recipes and the vibrant culinary cul-
ture of her upbringing.

For the party in particular, she’ll apply that “unique
perspective to a menu that celebrates the richness of
Mexican culinary traditions through thoughtfully crafted

CALENDAR

Sept. 6 - St. Mary's Celtic Concerts welcomes back
San Miguel Fraser! Galen Fraser and Maria San
Miguel bring an exhilarating fusion of Celtic and
Spanish traditions, featuring fiery fiddling, vocals and
infectious energy. Celebrate Labor Day weekend with this
unforgettable performance. Doors open at 2:30 p.m., with
Bistro service available. Tickets on sale now!

Sept. 9 - Got home equity? Curious about HELOCs and
reverse mortgages? A free seminar for homeowners
age 55+ is set for 10:30 a.m. at the Carmel Foundation,
Eighth and Lincoln, Carmel. High Tech Lending presents
this to Carmel Foundtion members. Non-members can
attend as guests but must register at (831) 624-1588.

Sept. 10-Jan. 28 - Women in the Word is conducting a
Christian Bible study on Revelation, 9:15 to 11 a.m.
Thursdays. Women of ALL ages and denominations, from
any town or church, with any level of biblical knowledge
are invited! Contact Sarah Myers at sarahwmyers@gmail.
com or (831) 238-7559. Childcare provided with advance
notice.

Sept. 11-13 - Experience the excitement of the 93rd
Annual Festa Italia at Custom House Plaza in Monterey.
This free, family-friendly celebration welcomes visitors of
all ages for three unforgettable days of authentic Italian
food, live music, dancing, a bocce tournament, a calamari
cooking demonstration, artisan vendors, Italian-themed
merchandise, and plenty of fun, friendship, and festive
Italian spirit! www.festaitaliamonterey.org

Sept. 18 - International blues-rock guitarist and
recording artist Brad "“Guitar" Wilson brings his
powerful live band to Wave Street Studios, 774 Wave.
St., Monterey. Featuring music from his latest album
BOUNDLESS plus blues-rock favorites. Doors 6:30 p.m.;
show 8 p.m.. Tickets $30 advance/$35 door. Tickets:
https://www.wavestreetlive774.com/shows

Sept. 19 - The Monterey Elks Lodge, 150 Mar Vista
Drive, is seeking sellers to
sell their gently used items
during our Open to the Public
Rummage Sale between 9
a.m. and 3 p.m. Rental space
(9'x12') is $35. Set up from 7
- 8:30 a.m. - bring your own
table and chairs. Complete
the online sellers form using
the QR code and email to
secretary1285@gmail.com OR call (831) 373-1285.

Sept. 24 - The World Affairs Council of the Monterey
Bay Area (WACMB) will present a luncheon lecture at
the Monterey Marriott, 350 Calle Principal, Monterey.
Peter Bergen, CNN National Security analyst and
professor, Arizona State University, will present "All
The Presidents’ Wars: Twenty-Five years of America’s
War on Terror." Visit http://www.wacmb.org for event
registration and information.

Oct. 11 - Don't miss the free fun 181st Wharf
Birthday Party at Old Fisherman's Wharf from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. Enjoy a great performance by The Money
Band, free birthday cake, face painting, Wharf Walks,
meet Monterey Fire and Police representatives, tour and
view the historic General Pershing boat, take photos with
costumed strolling sea creatures, and much more! www.
montereywharf.com

Sundays - Jazz brunch with the Andrea Carter Trio,
11 a.m.to 2 p.m., at Terry's Restaurant + Lounge, inside
Cypress Inn, Lincoln and Seventh, Carmel-by-the-Sea. For
more information, please contact Cypress Inn, (831) 624-
3871.

September-October - Discover Baum & Blume & The
Carriage House...Carmel Valley's Hidden Gem! Enjoy
lunch on the charming patio noon to 3 p.m Thursday-
Saturday. (Reservations suggested.) Plus: gourmet to-go
dinners + fun summer shopping in the Carriage House
boutique! Baum & Blume and The Carriage House, 4 El
Caminito Road, Carmel Valley (831) 659-0400.

& W

small plates and interactive chef-attended sta-
tions,” according to the company. “Her cooking
reflects both the flavors of her homeland and the
fresh, vibrant ingredients of California’s Cen-
tral Coast, creating a dining experience that is
both personal and memorable.”

Accompanying her creations will be hand-
crafted cocktails, specialty tequila tastings fea-
turing premium neat pours, and Hay’s Place’s
house-made sangria.

And while much of the resort is kid-friendly,
this party is for the grown-ups.

“This 21-and-over anniversary celebration is
a toast to five remarkable years of Hay’s Place
— a tradition built on great food, warm hospi-
tality and memorable moments shared among
friends and family,” the company said. Tickets
include tax and service charge, and they can
be ordered through pebblebeach.com/dining/
hays-place.

B The lunch puzzle

For working stiffs, there are four types of
lunch places. One has a drive-thru or plastic
seating that says, “We have tables, but we’re
really a takeout joint.” Then there’s the reliable
sit-down place that can get you out in less than 40 minutes
for about $20 to $25. The other two overlap — those you

FULL DINNER MENU
UNTIL 10:00PM
FRIDAY &

o HAPPYHOUR
INTHE ZENDEN T
ALL EVENING NIGHTLY!

"

* SPCA

Monterey County
Jf.’.lfw_{yqifs_f Lives

Corndog

3 mos. old

{ My brother French Fry
« » and I are an adorable
bonded pair! Are you
| ready for us? We are
., waiting at the SPCA!

French Fr

3 mos. old

Double the love,
double the fun! My
brother Corndog
and I can’t wait to
meet you! Come to
the SPCA!

SPCA for Monterey County Veterinary clinic
is taking appointments for spay/neuter!

Go to www.spcamc.org to make an appointment online.

Call us at (831) 373-2631 for more information
about adopting Corndog & French Fry.
Sponsored by Friends of All Cats

www.SPCAmc.org

Rudolfo’s in downtown Pacific Grove offers a range of lunch options, from sour-
dough pizzas to truffle-infused pasta dishes. It's a casual, pleasant sefting with
outdoor tables available, and the food is creative and well executed.

visit with coworkers for a birthday or going-away party,
and the ones you reserve for business lunches.

Rudolfo’s on Lighthouse Avenue in Pacific Grove
straddles that line. Entrées can be pricey for everyday
dining, but the food is great, and the service is pleasant
and prompt. It has indoor and patio seating. A dessert case
displays tiramisu and house-made gelato. Otherwise, the
décor is simple, clean and uncluttered.

If the Brussels sprouts ($16) are any indication, starters
listed as “to share” certainly are. The menu description
includes pancetta, but it was undetectable and unneces-
sary. The halved sprouts spoke for themselves — plenti-
ful, hot, crispy and properly browned.

Truffles, wagyu
The 5-year-old restaurant’s popular Heatwave spicy
fried chicken is only available Sundays, when it draws a
large crowd. The rest of the week, the fry station turns
out three- and six-piece appetizer portions of fried chicken
with pickles and hot sauce ($15 to $28) and a fried chicken

See WINE next page

e SUMMER TRAVEL MUST-HAVES O
" at Baum & Blume’s Uniquc f)outiquc!
Flinty Pace Skints to Keep You Cosl & Stylish!
Whinkle-ree Crop Pants for Compy Traveling!
Great Gelection of; Tops, Bleuses & Gearwes!
“Shady Lady” Sun Hats, Fedoras & Totes!
Talound Thibe® Knit Ponches & Camiseles!
Colonywl Eamnings, Pendants & Anklets!
.- Cotton Kimonos & Palagge Panisl (. |
‘D" Goudka Ceather Handbags! )
JOIN US FOR

LUNCH ON THE PATIO!
HURS-SAT 12-3pm

BAUM & BLUME

THE CARRIAGE HOUSE @ OI:, o
CHECK OUT OUR
ML DELICIOUS TAKE-HOME
CARMEL VALLEY VILLAGE DINNER OPTIONS!

Served the 1st Hour Sunday - Friday

KBNA SUNSET
3-COURSE DINNER - $29

MON-THU 4-5PM ¢ FRI & SUN 3-4PM
(Excludes Saturdays, holidays & parties over 8)

Start your dinner in the 1st hour with
Chicken Coconut Curry Soup or Kona House
Salad, choose from favorites like Walnut
Shrimp, Sanddabs, Teriyaki Chicken,
Salmon, Tempura Prawns, Fish & Chips,
Kona Cheeseburger or BBQ Ribs, and
finish with Lilikoi Pie or Marianne’s

Macadamia Nut Ice Cream.

Meserve your tahle at
konamonterey.com or call
831-920-2911 today!
Locals best kept
secret. Just ask for E
it when reserving. -

Kona Steak & Seafood
1200 Del Monte Center » Monterey
831-920-2911 « konamonterey.com
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sandwich ($21) with vodka sauce, basil and
fresh, stretchy mozzarella on a brioche roll.

ITALIAN DELIGHTS
IN THE HEART OF
CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA

SICILIAN CAKES
TRADITIONAL ITALIAN COOKIES
MADE-TO-ORDER CANNOLI
CHOCOLATE MOUSSE
FRESH PASTRIES
ARTISANAL GELATO
FRESHLY ROASTED AURUM COFFEE
CATERING AVAILABLE

Dolores 4SE of Ocean Ave, Carmel-by-the-Sea
CAFEDALMARE.COM

F O O D

The sizeable sandwich comes with French
fries. A pleasantly spicy sauce arrived on
the side, and the unwieldy-looking sand-
wich was surprisingly easy to pick up and
eat, thanks to the fork-tender chicken.

The XO and Works burgers ($27), also
served with fries, are made from wagyu

Char steakhouse,

the latest addition to
restaurateur Bashar
Alsneeh'’s foodie
fiefdom, was the sub-
ject of an extended
planning commission
discussion about the
definition of a bar.
Alsneeh’s other new
spot, BashBar, (for-
merly Sade’s) should
open soon.

A\

Four Locations to Experience Chef Tim
We cook, so you can connect!
Chef Tim Wood Brings Back Old School Hospitality in the 831

00D 000,
e L N
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""" ---"'Q Rt
MONTEREY CARMEL VALLEY
Open Daily Wednesdays - Sundays
831.373.1232 831.624.1854
9:00a-9:00p Weekend Brunch, Lunch & Dinner

ALL LOCATIONS FEEL PRIVATE, OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

If you're reading the Pine Cone then you're our peeps.
I get it, location is wacky but the food is solid, the
parking is easy, and location, location, location. It's
like coming into a friends apartment, get out of the city
hustle bustle, come into a new imagined dining room.

CARMEL WATSONVILLE

Open Daily Closed Tuesdays
831.620.7371 831.722.7077

Seasonal Hours Lunch & Dinner

&
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beef and come with cheddar cheese. The
XO adds bacon, salsa and jalapefio, while
the Works is topped with caramelized
onions, aioli, an onion ring and pickles.

An assortment of freshly made sour-
dough pizzas ($17 to $23) looked and
smelled delicious as they were ferried to
other diners. Seven house combos include
the Bee’s Knees with tomato sauce, spicy
salami, rosemary and spicy honey, and
the Fig Pie with fig jam, basil, ricotta and
optional prosciutto, as well as a build-
your-own option.

Handmade pasta options ($24 to $35)
sounded tasty, too. The carbonara with
truffle butter, chili, garlic, pancetta and
egg yolk was tempting but seemed poten-
tially nap-inducing. There’s a choice of
traditional Caesar salad zhuzhed up with

2ghearwater

i1 TAVERN 2n

SCARLET
N\ights

CARMEL
L Mission Ny 2

The Carmel Pine Cone 30A

fried capers, or a pear-arugula salad with
candied walnuts and gorgonzola. Both are
listed with small and large sizes priced at
$9 and $18.

Assorted soft drinks, cocktails, mock-
tails, beers, and wines by the glass or bottle
is available. The waitstaff accommodated
a pesky dairy sensitivity (it is, after all, an
Italian restaurant where cheese is part of
the menu’s DNA), going so far as to dou-
ble-check ingredients in each item before
bringing it out.

All in all, it was a satisfying lunch that
successfully combined home-style cook-
ing with Monterey Peninsula sophistica-
tion — great for a guest but casual enough
to chill with your colleagues.

Mary Schley and Elaine Hesser con-
tributed to this week’s column.

Saturday, September 12 « 7-10pm

ver Join us for dinner & drinks before and %
NoC%ue  afterthe show. Shearwater T Park &/
hard er the show. Shearwater Tavern menu Uk ot e,
c and full bar available for purchase. Anyary

REVITALIZED MENU

Savor California-inspired cuisine by
Executive Chef Pacifico Mata.

Handcrafted cocktails « Award-winning wines

Breakfast & dinner « Indoor & terrace dining

CALIFORNIA WINE MONTH

California Wine Flight | $20

Sip & savor four California wines from local vintners.

EXPERIENCE JACKS MONTEREY
INSIDE THE PORTOLA HOTEL & SPA

3665 RIO ROAD, CARMEL - SHEARWATERTAVERN.COM

JACRS
MONTEREY

LOCATED INSIDE THE PORTOLA HOTEL & SPA
COMPLIMENTARY SELF OR VALET PARKING
(831) 649-7830 | JACKSATPORTOLA.COM




~ BUTTERNUT SQUASH

~ PRAWNS SCAMPI

~ SKIRT STEAK $29.95

VOTED BEST LOCALS MENU

_____ /=4 MONTEREY BAY CIOPPINO

-r- .—l’—" r \ !

'COURSE MEALS STARTING AT $19.

~ PARMESAN CRUSTED
CHICKEN $24.95

~ BROILED SALMON 5$24.95
~ GRILLED SANDDABS $24.95

~ ASIAN STYLE
BABY BACK RIBS $24.95

~ MONTEREY BAY
CIOPPINO $26.95

~MONDAYS-THURSDAYS ~
FOR MONTEREY COUNTY LOCALS & MILITARY

Must present Monterey County or Military ID.
Parties of 8 or less. Not valid holidays or during holiday periods.

Menu items and prices subject to change.

MONTEREY $24.95

RAVIOLI $19.95

MONTEREY $23.95

CHOICE OF ENTREE, CLAM CHOWDER OR SALAD & CHEF’S DESSERT

~ FISH & CHIPS $19.95
~ SEAFOOD PASTA

* z :@W OPEN DAILY AT 10:30AM

= Reservations:

EF{SH HOPPEK FishHopper.com or
SEAFCOD ¥ STEAKS 831 372-8543
Proprietors Chris Shake and Sabu JR Shake 700 Cannery Row

The complete Pine Cone . ..
through my computer?
For FREE?

How
Jabulous!

- Save the trees
+ Make the most of your tablet

+ Get your Pine Cone before everybody else . . .
all from the comfort of your home!

25,000 subscribers online
17,500 copies in print

112 years of serving the community

Subscribe at www.carmelpinecone.com

Fine print: The electronic Carmel Pine Cone is a pdf document idenfical fo the printed version.
Delivery will be by emailed link to download the pdf file.
Privacy policy: We will never give your email address to anyone else.

Questions or problems: Send an email fo mail@carmelpinecone.com.
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MUSIC

From page 36A

form a jazz quartet with incomparable
improvisational skill.”

Sunset Center is located at San Carlos
and Ninth.

M Music for Labor Day

With Old Glory fluttering in the wind as
a backdrop, the Monterey County Pops!
orchestra performs a Labor Day concert
Monday, 2 p.m., on the lawn in front of
Monterey City Hall. The gathering is free
and family-friendly, and everybody is
encouraged to bring lawn chairs and a pic-
nic lunch.

The program, titled “Honoring
Labor,” includes a wide range of
patriotic and popular music, includ-
ing Pete Seeger’s “If I Had a Ham-
mer,” Woody Guthrie’s “Union
Maid,” John Williams® “Midway
March” and Aaron Copland’s “Hoe-
Down” — along with a series of
marches from around the world.

Monterey City Hall is located at
580 Pacific St.

Live music, Sept. 4 -10
B Big Sur

Big Sur River Inn — James
Henry & Hands on Fire (world
music, Sunday at noon), singer and
guitarist Victor Veysey (Thursday
at 6 p.m.). 46800 Highway 1.

Fernwood Resort — Edge of
the West (“cosmic country,” Satur-
day at 10 p.m.). 47200 Highway 1.

Sunday at 11 a.m.), The David Morwood
Jazz Band (Thursday at 6 p.m.). Lincoln
and Seventh.

Mission Ranch — singer and pianist
Maddaline Edstrom (jazz, Friday through
Sunday at 5 p.m.), pianist Gennady Lok-
tionov (jazz, Monday through Thursday at
5 p.m.). 26270 Dolores St.

B Carmel Valley

Baja Cantina — The Lost & Found
Band (pop and rock, Thursday at 6 p.m.).
7166 Carmel Valley Road.

Bernardus Lodge — Andrea’s Fault
(jazz and pop, Saturday at noon), guitarist
John Sherry (rock and blues, Sunday at
noon). 415 W. Carmel Valley Road.

Edgar’s — singer and guitarist Jewel

Moondance pays tfribute to late singer Rich Haggett

Bl Carmel

Carmel Mission Inn — Open
Mic Night (Wednesday at 5 p.m.). 3665
Rio Road.

Hyatt Carmel Highlands — singer
and pianist T.J. Kuenster (jazz, Friday at
6 p.m.), singer Dino Vera (jazz, R&B and
dance, Saturday and Thursday at 6 p.m.).
120 Highlands Drive.

La Playa Hotel — The David Mor-
wood Trio (jazz, Sunday and Tuesday at
5 p.m.) in Bud’s Bar, Camino Real and
Eighth Avenue.

Cypress Inn — singer Dino Vera (jazz,
R&B and dance, Friday at 6:30 p.m.), pia-
nist Gennady Loktionov and singer Deb-
bie Davis (cabaret, Saturday at 6:30 p.m.),
The Andrea Carter Trio (jazz and pop,

Sunday, 2 p.m, at Lucy’s on Lighthouse.

Arianna (Friday at 5:30 p.m.). At Quail
Lodge, 8205 Valley Greens Drive.

Mcintyre Vineyards — singer and
multi-instrumentalist Reija Massey (Sun-
day at 1 p.m.). 24 W. Carmel Valley Road.

Trailside Cafe — The Better Together
Duo (Americana, Saturday at 6 p.m.). 3
Del Fino Place.

B Monterey

Albatross Ridge Winery — singer and
guitarist Malaku (Friday at 6 p.m.), singer
and guitarist Peter Barnes Martin (jazz,

See LIVE next page
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FALL SERIES IS BACK!

FRASER

afternoon of Celtic and Spanish folk music!

dancer.

Together, they blend Celtic and Castilian
traditions with original music.

| WWW.STMARYSBYTHESEA.ORG

SAN MIGUEL

Galen Fraser & Maria San Miguel

Kick off Labor Day weekend with an exhilarating

San Miguel Fraser brings together the fiery fiddling |
of Galen Fraser, son of acclaimed Scottish fiddler
Alasdair Fraser, and the extraordinary talents

of Maria San Miguel, a Spanish fiddler, vocalist and

Ancient songs. Fiery fiddles. Spanish soul. Celtic spirit.

LABOR DAY WEEKEND

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6TH, 3:00PM
Doors Open at 2:30 p.m. | Bistro Service Available

TICKETS ON SALE NOW
celticsociety.org

Welcome home, St. Mary’s concert fans — the Fall Series is here!




September 4, 2026 The Carmel Pine Cone

LIVE

From previous page

Saturday at 6 p.m.). 316 Alvarado St.

California’s First Theatre — River
Voices perform at the 3rd annual First The-
ater Fest (Americana, Saturday at 3 p.m.).
Pacific and Scott streets.

Hyatt Regency Monterey — singer
and multi-instrumentalist Alison Sharino
(Friday at 7 p.m.), singer and guitarist
Scott Slaughter (Saturday at 7 p.m.). 1
Old Golf Course Road.

InterContinental Hotel — mandolin-
ist Dave Holodiloff (jazz, Friday and Sat-
urday at 7 p.m.), guitarist Terrence Far-
rell (Spanish, Sunday at 9 a.m.), guitarist
Glenn Bell (jazz, Thursday at 6 p.m.). 750
Cannery Row.

Midici Pizza — The Brian Stock
Quartet with keyboardist Bill Spencer,
bassist Zach Westfall and drummer Pat
Tregenza (jazz, Sunday at 5 p.m.), singer
Lee Durley and keyboardist Bill Spencer
(jazz, Thursday at 6 p.m.). 467 Alvarado
St.

Monterey Plaza Hotel — pianist Joe
Indence (jazz, Friday and Sunday at 6
p.m.), singer and pianist Scott Brown
(jazz and pop, Saturday at 6 p.m.), pianist
Martan Mann (jazz, Sunday at 6 p.m.),
singer and guitarist Paul Behan (Mon-
day at 6 p.m.), singer and guitarist Sabelle

River Voices performs Saturday, 2 p.m., at Monterey's 3rd an-
nual First Theater Fest, which celebrates the legacy of Califor-

nia’s oldest theater.

(Tuesday at 6 p.m.), singer and multi-in-
strumentalist Rory Lynch (Wednesday at
6 p.m.). 400 Cannery Row.

Pearl Hour — The Zach Westfall
Quartet (jazz, Sunday at 8 p.m.). 214
Lighthouse Ave.

Peter B’s — TNT & the Explosions
help the sports bar and brew pub celebrate
its 30th anniversary (pop and rock, Sunday
at 5 p.m.). 2 Portola Plaza.

Sardine Factory — singer and guitar-
ist David Conley (Friday and Saturday at
8 p.m. and Tuesday through Thursday at
6:30 p.m.), singer and pianist T.J. Kuen-
ster (jazz, Sunday at 6 p.m.). 701 Wave St.

Sly McFly’s — Sean & the Skinwalk-
ers (rock and blues, Friday at 9 p.m.), Late
at Last (pop, punk and rock, Saturday at
8:30 p.m.), The Rod Wilson Band (classic
rock, Monday at 8:30 p.m.), The Pacific
Jack Band (classic rock, Tuesday at 8:30
p.m.). 700 Cannery Row.

B Pacific Grove

Asilomar Conference Center — Los
Survivors (blues, soul and jazz, Friday at
6 p.m.). 800 Asilomar Ave.

Il Vecchio Restaurant — Cena Jazz
Trio (Thursday at 6 p.m.). 110 Central Ave.

Julia’s Vegetarian Restaurant —
singer and guitarist Rags Rosenberg (Fri-
day at 7 p.m.), singer and guitarist Kevin
Smith (Saturday at 6 p.m.), Andrea’s
Fault Duo (jazz and pop, Monday at 6
p.m.), singer and guitarist Hol-
ysea (Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.),
singer and guitarist Rick
Chelew (Thursday at 6 p.m.).
1180 Forest Ave.

Lucy’s on Lighthouse —
Scarlet (pop and rock, Satur-
day at 2 p.m.), Moondance
pays tribute to its longtime
leader, singer and guitarist
Rich Haggett, who recently
passed away (pop and rock,
Sunday at 2 p.m.). 1120 Light-
house Ave.

PG’s Meetinghouse —
Myami Phivoh (rock, Fri-
day at 7 p.m.), pianist Ayana
Bradley (jazz, Saturday at 11
a.m.), The Rod Squad (clas-
sic rock, Saturday at 7 p.m.),
pianist Kevin McCullough
(Sunday at 11 a.m.), Open Mic
(Monday at 6 p.m., sign-ups
start at 5:30 p.m.), Tribe in the
Sky (“sign up to play or simply
enjoy amazing musicians jam,”
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.). 599
Lighthouse Ave.

September 18 « 7:00pm
CARMEL PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH

Join us for delectable desserts & great jazz with saxophonist

TONY BOLIVAR
FREE concert to benefit the Youth Music Monterey.
Donations welcome. Doors open at 6:30pm.

More information about Carmel Presbyterian Church at
www.carmelpres.org.

Pop & Hiss — Paige & the
Overtones (“heartfelt honky-tonk,”
Thursday at 7 p.m.). 215 Forest Ave.

Wild Fish — The Lighthouse
Jazz Quartet (Friday and Saturday
at 6:30 p.m.). 545 Lighthouse Ave.

B Pebble Beach

The Inn at Spanish Bay —
The Andy Weis Trio (jazz, Friday,
Saturday and Thursday at 7 p.m.),
The Al James Duo (r&b and rock,
Saturday at 2 p.m.). 2700 17 Mile
Drive.

The Lodge at Pebble Beach —
singer and guitarist Frank Weck-
erle (Friday at 5 p.m.), singer and
multi-instrumentalist Reija Massey
(Saturday at 5 p.m.), guitarist Adam
(jazz, Thursday at 5 p.m.). In the
Terrace Lounge at 1700 17 Mile
Drive.

M Sand City

Art Park — The New Wave
Band plays at Night Market 831
(rock, Friday at 5 p.m.). 525 Ortiz
Ave.

M Seaside

Embassy Suites — singer and multi-in-
strumentalist Casey Wickstrom (rock and

ROS

Singer and guitarist Malaku plays Friday, 6 p.m., at Alba-
tross Ridge Winery in Monterey.

blues, Friday at 5:30 p.m.). 1441 Canyon
Del Rey Blvd.

To update these listings, email chris@
carmelpinecone.com.

N
N

73 YEARS SERVING YOUR ROOFING NEEDS

Residential and Commercial Roofing | Foundation Waterproofing
New Roof Construction Walkout Decks

Re-Roofing Real Estate Roof Inspections
Solar Panel Installation Sheet Metal Fabrication Shop
Roof Repairs Gutters

Call Today for Experienced Roofing and Solar Installation since 1950

DIAMOND CERTIFIED ¢ FREE ESTIMATES ¢ LICENSED & INSURED ¢ WARRANTIES AVAILABLE
ROSSROOFING 1950.COM

831-394-8581

Estate of the Art.

Calhoun estae Jetoelers

SE corner of 6th & Dolores Street ® Carmel-by-the-Sea
831-574-8044 * Calhounestate.com
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P.G. art center shares new shows, Carmel Modern welcomes ‘Water Music’

A PAIR of painters, Tracey Adams
and John Cromwell, debut their latest work
Friday at Carmel Modern gallery, which
will be the site of a free public reception a
week later on Sept. 12 from 4-7 p.m.

Art Roundup

By CHRIS COUNTS

Titled “Water Music,” the display cre-
ates “a dialog built around rhythm, flow
and improvisation.”

“Taking its title from the fluid,

cadenced quality shared by both artists’
work, the exhibition explores how paint,
encaustic and mixed media can carry the
structure and movement of a musical score

— layered, gestural and never quite still,”
according to the gallery, which is on Sixth
between Dolores and Lincoln.

Adams finds creative inspiration for art
in subjects as varied as science, math and
music.

“My interest in music is
especially present in terms
of the visual intervals and
patterns that appear in
my work,” she explained.
“Physical engagement and
a sense of performance are always part of
my studio practice.”

Cromwell — who owns Carmel Mod-
ern — explores “shapes, colors and rela-
tionships between objects and layers.”

The exhibit continues through Oct.
14. Visit carmelmodern.art for more
information.

(@) Carmel Art Salon
6 p.m. Saturday Movie

“The Sandpiper”

2 Red Eagle Lane
Carmel-by-the-Sea
(341) 758-3745
SAN CARLOS ST
Wells
Fargo & -
T ]
* B =
o 3
Mission =  Mad Dogs &
Bistro Englishmen
MISSION ST
Carmel Plaza

M Dig that color!

Four shows open Friday at Pacific
Grove Art Center, including painter David
Hohmann’s “Spill Paint Dig That Color,”
highlighting his intensely detailed artistic
style, which is influenced by the psyche-
delic pop and cartoon art of the 1960s and
1970s.

Borrowing a phrase from a fan of his
art, Hohmann describes his work as “Mex-
ican art meets the “Yellow Submarine.””
His influences include the cartoonist Rob-
ert Crumb, poster artist Rick Griffin and
painter Peter Max, whose brightly colored
work made him world-famous.

Also new at the art center are solo
shows by photographer Meredith Mullins
(“A Wabi Sabi Journey”) and basket artist
Larise (“Baskets by Larise”), and group
shows by artists Lori Z. Bala, Carly Gan-
ley, Shagufta Khan and Nate Stapleton
(“Blooming Together”) and students con-
fronting mental health challenges (“You
Art Not Alone”).

The art center — which hosts a free
public reception Friday at 7 p.m. — is
located at 568 Lighthouse Ave. Visit pgart-

Painfer David
Hohmann's creafivity
is shaped by the col-
orful psychedelic art
that adorned many
posters and album
covers in the late
1960s. He has a new
show at Pacific Grove
Art Center.

center.org for more information.

Also Sept. 4, it’s First Fridays in down-
town Pacific Grove, with many shops and
galleries staying open after dark, and live
music playing at many sites.

M Let the tours begin

A week before the annual Monterey
County Open Studios Art Tour gets under-
way, more than two dozen artists partici-
pating in the 19th annual Seaside Studio
Tour will showcase their creations at 10
sites throughout the city Saturday and
Sunday from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. each day. The
year’s gathering is organized by the Sea-
side Artist Association. The event is free.

Participating artists include Jim Lam-
bert, Stefanna Murphy-Robins, Joan
Costello, Jess Soriano, Becky Olvera
Schultz and many others. Their works
including paintings, photography, mosa-
ics, textiles, quilting, sculpture, scientific
illustrations, ceramics, glass and jewelry.
Many of the artists will have their art dis-
played inside the Oldemeyer Center at 986
Hilby Ave. Visit Facebook.com/Seaside-
ArtistsAssociation for more details.

The 2026 Golden Pine Cones

ATTENTION:

\oting starts September 11th!
Voting ends Sunday, October 4th at 5 p.m.

Ballots will be distributed via email

exclusively to subscribers

of The Pine Cone’s email edition —

Want your clients to vote for you?

Ask them to sign up at:
HTTPS://CARMELPINECONE.COM

(After Sept. 11, new subscribers will

receive a ballot via email within 24 hours)

WINNERS TO BE ANNOUNCED

OCTOBER 30

RI|

- GEI

Contact us at: 831-293-4446
See our work: riveraandsonsconstruction.com
INFO@RIVERAANDSONSCONSTRUCTION.COM

Kitchen Remodels New Construction Fences
Bathroom Remodels Roofing Decks
Additions Driveways Painting
ADU Electrical Much More

IF YOU VISUALIZE IT, WE CAN BUILD IT.

Lic. 1058834
Bonded and insured

LiEM :Em

Serving the Tri County area

AMERICAN MEDICAL SUPPLY

1636 Del Monte Blvd., Seaside, Ca 93955 | 831-601-9204
Mon - Fri 8:00am - 5:00pm
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The Carmel Pine Cone

TRUSTED LOCALS AND LOVED BY VISITORS SINCE 1915

We’re lucky to have such devoted readers ...

H “l look forward to The Pine Cone more than you will ever know.”

B “Thanks for the opportunity to read this wonderful little paper. It is much appreciated.”

H “We’ve been email subscribers to the Pine Cone for a year now, ever since we bought a house
in Carmel (we still live in Minnesota but will be retiring in a few years— can’t wait!) | really enjoy

reading about our future home town.”

H “I’'m not asking that this be published, but | want to offer my thanks to you for the insights,
intelligence and objectivity offered in your paper. What a contrast to most publications out there.”

“It's fun to come to
W “How refreshing to have direct, truthful, no nonsense editorials. Unfortunately, this style of work when people

writing has been lost in our feel good society. Keep at it.” think you'’re so good”

H “l get The Pine Cone every week and enjoy it more than you can know. What a wonderful paper you have. | read every
word!”

H “l just wanted to let you know how truly outstanding The Pine Cone is. The writing equals, if not exceeds, top-notch na-
tional papers. You and your staff should be proud. | know I’ve told you before how great | think The Pine Cone is, but it really
is a terrific paper.”

H “Thank you for providing balanced and researched reporting and upbeat articles. | hope we have The Pine Cone around for
many years to come. If it gets down to it, | would pay for the subscription to keep the paper viable.”

H “We poll our ticket-buyers as to where they hear about our concerts. You might be surprised to learn how many of them
mention The Pine Cone. Thanks!”

B “Thanks for the consistently great job you do with your newspaper. | regularly read several newspapers from around the
country and yours has the best editorial integrity — bar none. Keep up the good work!”

H “We love our charming newspaper and the pleasure we get from reading it with our morning coffee every week, hopefully
in a cozy cafe in Carmel. Please never stop the paper newspaper.”

H “The Pine Cone used to be my Friday morning habit, and now it’s my Thursday night habit. | also love the fact | can get the
entire paper online when I’m out of town.”

B “The Carmel Pine Cone is an informative, well written newspaper. Lots of hard work goes into this fine publication. Keep
moving forward!”

H “Last year wasn’t great for my family, but | have to let you know that when | turn on the computer on Friday morning or the
weekend and see the Pine Cone, | smile.”

B “Thank you for your weekly emails. Even though I’'ve lived in France since 2008, | read the Carmel Pine Cone almost every
week as | still have many friends and some family in the area.”

H “l love receiving the Carmel Pine Cone through my email. Thanks for the intriguing and interesting information!”

H “l have been a faithful reader of the Pine Cone (the email version as well as the paper one) ever since we moved to
Pebble Beach from Woodside in 2001. You are very informative about whatever happens here. Thank you!”

H “You have a wonderful publication. We read the online edition every week.”

B “Tho’ | live 300 miles away and visit the Peninsula only once a year (for the last 35 years), | enjoy your newspaper from the
first to the last page every week online and | thank you for that.”

B “Keep up the great reporting! | like reading the truth without the spin unlike other local papers.”

H “As a longtime reader of your paper, | want to thank you for the great job you and your team do in covering the area. And |
especially like (agree with) your editorial page.”

H “When in Tucson, | look forward to Friday mornings with great anticipation so | can download the week’s edition of the
Pine Cone and read it cover to cover. This helps me feel connected to this very special community. When in our beloved
Carmel, each Friday morning | jump in our electric car with our golden retriever, Daisy, by my side and race down to Ocean
and Mission to get the newest edition. Daisy insists on carrying it in her mouth the entire way home. We have so much to be
proud of in Carmel and the Pine Cone sits near the top of the list.”

25,000 subscribers online ¢ 17,500 copies in print * 112 years of serving the community
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

Deadline: Monday, 1 p.m. e NOTICE: SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS ARE ACCEPTED ONLY BY EMAIL ¢ Email service@carmelpinecone.com

D BOAT SERVICES

USCG LICENSED CAPTAIN

Captain Services * Vessel Management + Boat
Maintenance « Deliveries

Call Captain Black (808) 631-2545. TF

D) CASH FOR GOLD & SILVER

MONTEREY

Gold & Coin Exchange
We Buy It All!
CASHFOR GOLD & SILVER

David: (831) 521-3897

153 Country Club Gate Center
Pacific Grove | CA | 93950

) COMPUTER SERVICES

) CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL

NICK HOVICK DESIGN
COME HOME.

Let us help re-interpret your home to
welcome the person you are becoming.
Design and construction sensitive to
your heritage, habits & domestic hopes.

831-236-7181

Nick@HovickDesign.com
www.hovickdesign.com
BondedandInsured.  CSCL# 563787

HENZE CONSTRUCTION
e Household Improvements
e Free Estimates & Consultations
e Family Owned Since 1994

Lic./Ins. 689436 831. 330.1628

www.carmelpinecone.com

MARK PORCH
CONSTRUCTION

— A True-Born Carmelite —
Design & Remodel Team
Kitchen & Bathroom Specialists

(831) 594-4137

Lic.# 704870

D DRIVING SERVICE

NEED A DRIVER?

| can drive for you.
Errands, appts., airports.
References available.

Laurie 831-601-4725

SAFE DRIVER LEXUS ES SEDAN
Monterey/ Carmel/ Pebble/ Pacific Grove
to All Airports Day or Night - Local & Out of Area
Up to 3 Passengers - References
Door-Door Service - Shopping - Medical
Multi-Hour Tours Available $50 hr.

CALL/TEXT MARK — VETERAN OWNED
Call (831) 200-6904

D FENCES AND DECKS

ON-LINE FENCE

All Types & Styles

New & Repairs

Gates, Power Washing, Sealing
Call Jimmy (83] ) 915-3557
Lic. # 830762 on-linefence.com

) FIREWOOD

" OBK FIREWOOD
Quality, well split

dry oak, delivered
831-601-9728

D GARDEN - LANDSCAPE * IRRIGATION

CARMEL POINT

LANDSCAPES
DESIGN, INSTALLATION
& MAINTENANCE
Specializing in Sustainable
Landscapes using Native Plants
and Locally Sourced Materials

www.carmelpointlandscapes.com

Call (831) 574-9837

Contractor License #1068673 FREE CONSULTATION

ADAN’S
LANDSCAPE - MAINTENANCE
Residential/Commercial
Automatic Sprinklers & Irrigation Systems
New Sod or Seed
New Fences & Repair * Retaining Walls * Hauling
Ornamental Trimming & Tree Pruning
Pavers & Stamped Concrete
General Yard Clean-up, and etc.
~ FREE ESTIMATES ~

Over 20 years exp. - References Proudly Given

Lic. # 949011 Tel: (831) 601-9225
MATIAS GARDENING

Full Tree Service ¢ Poison Oak Removal
Garden Maintenance & Planting © Tree Pruning
Fence Construction/Repair ® Hauling
20 Yrs. Experience ¢ Excellent references

(831) 800-6520

No Lic.
OAK FIREWOOD FOR SALE + REASONABLE PRICES

Get your complete Pine Cone by email
Free subscriptions at

D) HOUSE CLEANING

GRACE’S CLEANING SERVICES

Excellent References
25 Years Experience - Residential-Commercial
Move In/Move Out - Organization

Email: ghernandz1975@icloud.com

831-241-4692

o@'fjd Noswse Chani
We are Ready to
Professionally Clean Your Home

Complimentary Estimates

Callthe Queen of Clean
(831) 917-3937

Central Coast Cleaning, LLC

We create FREE TIME for
busy people! Providing
professional cleaning
services for Residential,
Commercial, Vacation Homes
and Special Events. Proudly
serving all of Monterey
County for 25 years. We are
Bonded and Insured.

www.centralcoastcleaning.com
FREE ESTIMATES
831.442.1965

Leave the delails
lo ud.

D INTERIOR DESIGN

CHARLES
GRUWELIL
DESIGN
STUDIO

(B,

CHARLES GRUWELL
Design Consultant

702-524-6222

charles@cgdstudio.net
www.charlesgruwelldesign.com

) LOCKSMITH

AUTO e+ RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

MONTEREY
LOCK & KEY

LOCKSMITH « FREE ESTIMATES
Call Joe or John Cardinalli

831-375-L0CK (5625)
187 El Dorado St. - Monterey, CA

Continues on next page

www.carmelpinecone.com

- /
) GROCERY DELIVERY

CARMEL
MARKET & DELI

GROCERY DELIVERY MONDAY - FRIDAY

Orders taken over the phone
Call by 11am for sume day delivery

Delivering to the Peninsula
831-624-3821

D> HANDYMAN

HONEY DO LIST?

Carpentry, Painting, Interior/Exterior, Repairs,
Doors & Windows, Fences, Gates, Posts, Pav-
ers, Retaining Walls, Siding, Shelving, Cabinets,
Carpentry, Roof Debris, Plumbing/Electrical
Repairs, Drywall/Paint Repairs, Gutter/Roof
Cleaning. JOHN QUINN (831) 402-1638 Lic.
#821763 / Bonded

Reach the people who need your service
for as little as $20 per week.
Put The Carmel Pine Cone to work for you!
DEADLINE: MONDAY 1P.M.
Email service@carmelpinecone.com
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ARTIST

From page 27A

“Best teacher ever,” she declared.

“If we ever get the chance to come back
here, I’m never leaving,” Redstone told
herself when they received orders to move
on.

Subsequent assignments over the next
22 years relocated the couple to Texas —
where, in 2003, she gave birth to their son,
Ukiah Crow Redstone — Hawaii, where
she led tours as a nature guide and kayak
instructor, and Japan, where she taught
snowboarding and launched a brief career
as a professional photographer.

In 2009, they returned to the Monterey
Peninsula.

In 2018, with her own marriage strug-
gling (she separated in 2019 and divorced
in 2022), Redstone was licensed as a mar-
riage and family therapist and a profes-
sional clinical counselor after graduating
from San Francisco’s Saybrook University.
She focuses on ecotherapy, community
building and mental health support.

She originally practiced in Santa Cruz
and now has an office in Carmel, coun-
seling clients three days a week — some-
times outdoors, surrounded by nature
(ecotherapy).

“I love helping people go through tran-
sition and transformation,” Redstone said.

She devotes much of the rest of her time
to creating art, progressing toward making
that a full-time occupation.

“I’ve absolutely fallen in love with
the Monterey Peninsula — the ocean, the
beauty, the artist community and its his-
tory — this is where 1’m supposed to be,”

Continues from previous page

) MASONRY

Retaining Walls » Foundations s Fireplaces

831.659.0363
= License 493213
mahoneymasonryine@gmail.com
www.MahoneyMasonryInc.com
www.facebook.com/MahoneyMasonrylne

) MOVING

J & M MOVING AND STORAGE, INC.

We can handle all your moving and storage
needs, local or nationwide. Located in new
20,000 sf Castroville warehouse. We specialize
in high-value household goods. Excellent ref-
erences available. MTR 0190259, MC 486132.
Call Jim Stracuzzi at (831) 633-5903 or (831)
901-5867. TF

D PAINTING

SURFACES ¢

PAINTING & DECORATING, INC,

(831) 392-0441

www.surfacespainting.com
RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL

» Inferior/Exterior Painting  « Waterproof Coatings
* Pressure Washing » Faux Finishes
* Spray Facility » Vienefian Plaster
LICENSE #805057 J

NOTICE TO READERS: In California, an
unlicensed person can work on projects valued up
to $1,000, provided they don't hire employees and
don't require a building permit. However, any project
exceeding this threshold or involving permits or the
use of hired workers must be completed by a licensed
contractor. State law also requires that contractors
include their license number on all advertising. You can
check the status of your licensed contractor at www2.
cslb.ca.gov or (800) 321-CSLB (2752) . Unlicensed
individuals can advertise construction work if the total
contract price is under $1,000, but the advertisement
must clearly state that they are not licensed by the
Contractors State License Board. The PUBLIC UTILITIES
COMMISSION requires household movers to include
their PUC license number in their ads. Contact the PUC
at licensing@cpc.ca.gov

said Redstone, whose playful spirit enticed
her to skate from 2011 to 2014 with Mon-
terey’s female roller derby team, the Can-
nery Rollers, under yet another alias: “I
was Virago Va Boom,” she said.

“Phoenix and my sister were roller
derby rookies together. My sister intro-
duced us,” said her partner and housemate,
Ben Draeger, who plans to revisit his own
passion for ceramics when he retires.

An imaginative portfolio

Her art portfolio is as eclectic as her
journey, bursting with vibrant color, spon-
taneity and creative thinking.

“I’ve primarily been a muralist for most
of my life,” said Redstone, who employs
acrylics, watercolors, pencil and colorful
marking pens in a style that often is illus-
trative, like comic-book art. “I tend to keep
things simple, but I like to paint huge. I’'m
always thinking bigger — thinking about
how the piece might translate to a mural,
on a much larger scale. | love to paint
really large walls.”

A hallway inside her Seaside home is
decorated with her mural of koi fish.

“What do you think of that?” she asked
her artistic son.

“It’s good, if you’re going to put it in
the pediatrics area at a dentist’s office,”
Ukiah kidded her.

Two recent works are large comic
book-style renderings of Japanese shisa
dogs (noted for their lion-like appear-
ance), known as “The Guardian Dogs of
Okinawa.”

One is ferocious, teeth bared, tongue
jutting from an open mouth. “The mouth,
open wide, means he wards away bad or
evil energy,” she said.

Her second shisa is nonthreatening:

“Closed eyes, closed mouth, to invite the
good,” she said.

Her Instagram page — phoenixred-
stoneartz — glows with similar-style
paintings of crows (“My spirit animal,”
she said), frogs, seahorses, elephants and a
happy octopus playing a ukulele with two
tentacles, a tambourine with another, and
tipping a straw hat with yet another.

Her first painting in an evolving series,
“Cozy Corners,” features a black cat in
a colorful breakfast nook, comfortably
perched on a window ledge, gazing at a

tree swing in a serene flower garden.
Redstone is one of six Seaside art-
ists participating in the Open Studios Art
Tour. Paul Richmond, Karen St. James,
Celest Fitthens, Christina Beilby and Jill
Casty also are registered. Dozens of art-
ists throughout the county also will be

showing.
Visit artsdmc.org for additional
information.

Dennis Taylor is a professional free-
lance writer in Monterey County. Contact
him at scribelaureate@gmail.com.

PacRep’s fresh take on ‘Medea’

By CHRIS COUNTS

BETRAYAL LEADS to revenge in
PacRep’s retelling of Euripides’ “Medea,”
which opens Sept. 12 at the Golden Bough
Playhouse, 2,500 years after the tragic play
made its debut in Athens. The theater hosts
discounted preview performances Sept.
10-11.

PacRep describes the play as a “grip-
ping, raw and astonishingly intense mas-
terpiece.” It tells the story of “a brilliant
and fiercely independent woman whose
world is shattered when her husband,
Jason, abandons her in pursuit of political
power and a new bride.” It’s considered
a classic case of “hell hath no fury like a
woman scorned.”

“Euripides’ iconic tragedy crackles with
emotional power in an intimate staging
that brings audiences face-to-face with one
of theater’s most unforgettable characters,”
PacRep said. “Fiercely human and haunt-
ing, “Medea’ remains one of the most pow-
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erful tragedies ever written.”

The upcoming performance is based
on a 2014 adaptation by Ben Power that
adds contemporary themes and updates
the language. “This gripping new version
breathes fresh life into the ancient Greek
masterpiece,” PacRep said.

Directed by Kenneth Kelleher, the play
stars Jennifer Le Blanc, a classical stage
actress who has worked with Kelleher
many times. The cast also includes Julie
Hughett and guest artist Michael Storm.

“Medea” continues Thursdays, Fridays
and Saturdays at 7:30 p.m., and Sundays
at 2 p.m., through Sept. 20. Tickets are $43
for general admission, $33 for seniors, $23
for teachers and active military, and $16
for students. Tickets for Sept. 10-11 are
$23 for general admission, $18 for seniors,
$13 for teachers and active military, and
$11 for students. Also, two adult tickets are
offered for the price of one on Thursdays.

The Golden Bough is located on Monte
Verde between Eighth and Ninth. For tick-
ets, call (831) 622-0100 or visit pacrep.org.
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PUBLIC NOTICES

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20261563
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
111 HOME REPAIR, 905 Kimball Ave.,
Spc. #17, Seaside, CA 93955.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
Ramon Meza
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on 7/01/2026.
S/Ramon Meza
Date signed: August 5, 2026
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on August 5,
2026.
Publication Dates: Aug. 14, 21, 28, Sept. 4,
2026 (PC 825)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20261541
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
HOWDY HONEY, 7156 Carmel Valley
Road, Carmel, CA 93923.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in
the Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.
The Abalone League LLC, 11 Via Contenta
No. 64, Carmel Valley, CA 93924.
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
S/Sarah Hendrix, Manager
Date signed: July 31, 2026
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on July 31, 2026.
Publication Dates: Aug. 14, 21, 28, Sept. 4,
2026 (PC 827)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20261567
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
SPOTLESS BAY CLEANING SERVICES,
LLL, 15 5th St. #3, Monterey, CA
93940.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in
the Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.
Spotless Bay Cleaning Services, LLC, 1115
5th St., #3, Monterey, CA 93940.
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on April 13, 2026.
S/Ghimela Daniels, Manager
Date signed: August 6, 2026
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on August 6,
2026.
Publication Dates: Aug. 14, 21, 28, Sept. 4,
2026 (PC 828)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20261202
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
MIND AND MOVEMENT PHYSICAL
THERAPY, 22637 Equipoise Rd.,
Monterey, CA. 28037.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
Preston Jung Kunwar, 22637 Equipoise Rd.,
Monterey, CA 28037.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on June 8, 2026.

S/Preston J. Kunwar

Date signed: June 8, 2026

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on June 8, 2026.
Publication Dates: Aug. 14, 21, 28, Sept. 4,
2026 (PC 829)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20261487
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
Tom Compagno Construction Inc, 19225
Reavis Way, Salinas, CA 93907 County
of MONTEREY
Registrant(s):
Tom Compagno Construction Inc, 19225
Reavis Way, Salinas, CA 93907
This business is conducted by a Corporation
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
Tom Compagno Construction Inc
S/ Gaetano Tom Compagno,
CFO,Secretary
This statement was filed with the County Clerk
of Monterey County on 07/22/2026.
8/21,8/28,9/4,9/11/26
CNS-4069293#
CARMEL PINE CONE
Publication Dates: Aug. 21, 28, Sept. 4, 11,
2026 (PC 832)

CEQ,

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20261560
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
Minds and Milestones, 158 Echo Valley
Rd, Salinas, CA 93907
County of MONTEREY
Registrant(s):
ChelseaJoy de Goede, 158 Echo Valley Rd,
Salinas, CA 93907
This business is conducted by an Individual
Registrant commenced tfo transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
S/ Chelsea de Goede,
This statement was filed with the County Clerk
of Monterey County on 08,/05/2026.
8/21,8/28,9/4,9/1 /26
CNS-4069985#
CARMEL PINE CONE
Publication Dates: Aug. 21, 28, Sept. 4, 11,
2026 (PC 833)

Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in
the Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.

CP Marina Restaurant Group, 760 E. Tas-
man Dr., Milpitas, CA 95035.

This business is conducted by a corporation.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on August 13, 2026.
S/Timothy Leung, President

Date signed: August 13, 2026

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on August 13,
2026.

Publication Dates: Aug. 21, 28, Sept. 4, 11,
2026 (PC 835)

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF MONTEREY

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 26CV004482

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Peti-
tioner, JEANETTE MONCADA ERIKSSON,
aka JEANETTE KRISTIN GUTIERREZ, filed a
petition with this court for a decree chang-
ing names as follows:
A Present name:
JEANETTE MONCADA ERIKSSON,
aka JEANETTE KRISTIN GUTIERREZ
Proposed name:
JEANETTE MONCADA

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before
this court at the hearing indicated below
to show cause, if any, why the petition for
change of name should not be granted. Any
person objecting to the name changes de-
scribed above must file a written objection
that includes the reasons for the objection
at least two court days before the matter is
scheduled to be heard and must appear at
the hearing to show cause why the petition
should not be granted. If no written objec-
tion is timely filed, the court may grant the
petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING:

DATE: Oct. 13, 2026

TIME: 10:02 a.m.

DEPT: 14

The address of the court is 1200 Agua-
jito Road, Monterey, CA 93940.

Date filed: Aug. 14, 2026

(s) lan A. Rivamonte

Judge of the Superior Court
Publication Dates: Aug. 21, 28, Sept. 4, 11,
2026. (PC 836)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20261553
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
JKENWORTHY CHIROPRACTIC, 3785
Via Nona Marie Suite 314B, Carmel,
CA 9323.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
Jeanette Elizabeth Kenworthy, 273 W. Car-
mel Valley Rd., Unit A, Carmel Valley, CA
93924.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
S/Jeanette Elizaeth Kenworthy
Date signed: August 4, 2026
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on August 4,
2026.
Publication Dates: Aug. 14, 21, 28, Sept. 4,
2026 (PC 834)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20261601
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
CRUST FRESH SOURDOUGH DELI,
CRUST DELI, 2754 Sand Dune Avenue,
Ste 20, Marina, CA 93933.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY

To all heirs, beneficiaries,
creditors, contingent creditors,
and persons who may otherwise
be interested in the WILL or es-
tate, or both of WILLIAM BAERG.

A PETITION FOR PROBATE
has been filed by KARL SCHIS-
LER in the Superior Court of Cal-
ifornia, County of MONTEREY.

THE PETITION FOR PRO-
BATE requests that KARL SCHIS-
LER be appointed as personal
representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.

THE PETITION requests au-
thority to administer the estate un-
der the Independent Administra-
tion of Estates Act. (This authority
will allow the personal represen-
tative to take many actions with-
out obtaining court approval. Be-
fore taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to
give notice to interested persons
unless they have waived notice
or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent admin-
istration authority will be granted
unless an inferested person files
an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.

A HEARING on the petition
will be held in this court as fol-
lows: 09/16/26 at 9:00AM
in Dept. 13 located at 1200
AGUAJITO RD., MONTEREY,
CA 93940

IF YOU OBJECT to the grant-
ing of the petition, you should
appear at the hearing and state
your obijections or file written ob-
jections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may
be in person or by your attorney.

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
WILLIAM BAERG

CASE NO. 26PR000386

Publication dates: Aug. 21, 28, Sept. 4, 2026 (PC839)

IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or
a contingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim with
the court and mail a copy to the
personal representative appoint-
ed by the court within the later
of either (1) four months from the
date of firstissuance of letters to a
general personal representative,
as defined in section 58(b) of the
California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing
or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the
California Probate Code.

Other California statutes and
legal authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may want
to consult with an attorney knowl-
edgeable in California law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the file
kept by the court. If you are a per-
son interested in the estate, you
may file with the court a Request
for Special Notice (form DE-154)
of the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of
any petition or account as pro-
vided in Probate Code section
1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from the
court clerk.

Attorney for Petitioner

CHRISTINA L. CARTER - SBN
277013

ELLE MUSSELMAN - SBN
331088

YOUNG & CHIC LLP

25152 SPRINGFIELD
COURT, STE. 345

VALENCIA CA 91355

Telephone (661) 259-9000

8/21,8/28,9/4/26

CNS-4071148#

CARMEL PINE CONE

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME
File No. 20261603

Filing type: ABANDONMENT

County of Filing: Monterey

Date of Original Filing: Jan. 3, 2025

File No.: 20250010

The following person(s) is(are) doing busi-

ness as: THE PLANTIST, 627 Ambrose
Drive, Salinas, California 93901.
Registered Owner(s):

JEANETTE MONCADA ERIKSSON, 627
Ambrose Drive, Salinas, California 93901.
This business is conducted by an individual.
S/Jeanette Moncada Eriksson

Aug. 13, 2026

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 13,
2026.

Publication Dates: Aug. 21, 28, Sept. 4, 11,
2026. (PC837).

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20261594
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
MUSES AND RUSES, 3017 Eddy Street,
Marina, CA 93933.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
MARIAH TRINITY.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced fo transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
S/Mariah Trinity
Date signed: Aug. 11, 2026
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 11,
2026.
Publication Dates: Aug. 21, 28, Sept. 4, 11,
2026 (PC 838)

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF MONTEREY

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 26CV003172

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Peti-
tioner, MARIA ESTRELLA ZARATE-PACHE-
CO, filed a petition with this court for a
decree changing names as follows:
A Present name:
MARIA ESTRELLA ZARATE-PACHECO
Proposed name:
ESTRELLA ZARATE-PACHECO

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before
this court at the hearing indicated below
to show cause, if any, why the petition for
change of name should not be granted. Any
person objecting to the name changes de-
scribed above must file a written objection
that includes the reasons for the objection
at least two court days before the matter is
scheduled to be heard and must appear at
the hearing to show cause why the pefition
should not be granted. If no written objec-
tion is timely filed, the court may grant the
petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING:

DATE: Sept. 29, 2026

TIME: 10:01 a.m.

DEPT: 15

The address of the court is 1200 Aguaii-
to Road, Monterey, CA 93940.

Date filed: July 24, 2026

(s) lan A. Rivamonte

Judge of the Superior Court
Publication Dates: Aug. 21, 28, Sept. 4, 11,
2026. (PC840).

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20261540
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
JIMENECO, 61 White St., Watsonville,
CA 95076.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
ALFREDO A.JIMENEZ.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on July 30, 2026.
S/Alfredo A. Jimenez
Date signed: July 31, 2026
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County onJuly 31, 2026.
Publication Dates: Aug. 21, 28, Sept. 4, 11,
2026 (PC 845)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20261649
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
SCM, 344 Salinas Street, Suite 105 E, Sa-
linas, CA 93901.
County of Principal Place of Business: MON-
TEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.:
SCHEEL CONSTRUCTION  MANAGE-
MENT CORPORATION, P.O. Box 697, Sa-
linas, CA 93902.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a corporation.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Aug. 18, 2026.
S/Thomas Scheel
Date: Aug. 19, 2026
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 19,
2026.
Publication Dates: Aug. 28, Sept. 4, 11, 18,
2026 (PC 847)

LEGALS DEADLINE
TUESDAY 3:00 PM

legals@carmelpinecone.com

hours of 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Dated : August 17, 2026
Leslie Baek,
Secretary of the Board

CARMEL HIGHLANDS FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
FINAL BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026-27

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Wednesday, September 16,
2026 at 12:30 p.m. The Carmel Highlands Fire Protection District,
Board of Directors will meet at the district’s fire station located at 73
Fern Canyon Road, Carmel to consider adoption of the final budget

for fiscal year 2026-27 that ends on June 30, 2027.

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that the preliminary budget was
adopted May 20, 2026 and is available for inspection at the District’s
fire station located at 73 Fern Canyon Road, Carmel between the

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that any District resident may appear
and be heard regarding the increase, decrease, or omission of any
item on the budget or for the inclusion of any additional items.

Publication dates:
Sept. 4 & 11, 2026 (PC902)

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE UNDER DEED OF TRUSTT.S. No.: 26-0142 Loan No.: PETIT Other: 2820871 CAD APN: 007-311-006-000 YOU
ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED 04,/25,/2025. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE
SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT
A LAWYER. NOTICE is hereby given that Law Offices of Richard G. Witkin APC, as trustee, or successor trustee, or substituted trustee, or as agent
for the trustee, pursuant to the Deed of Trust executed by DEBORAH JEANNE PETIT, TRUSTEE, OR HER SUCCESSOR IN TRUST, OF THE SURVI-
VORS TRUST ESTABLISHED UNDER THE PETIT FAMILY TRUST DATED JANUARY 22, 1991, AS AMENDED AND RESTATED DECEMBER 20, 2023,
was the original trustor, DEBORAH JEANNE PETIT, TRUSTEE, OR HER SUCCESSOR IN TRUST, OF THE FAMILY TRUST ESTABLISHED UNDER THE
PETIT FAMILY TRUST DATED JANUARY 22, 1991 AND ANY AMENDMENTS THERETO, as Guarantor recorded 05,/01,/2025 as Instrument No.
2025014004 in Book N.A., Page N.A. of Official Records in the office of the County Recorder of MONTEREY County, State of California, and
pursuant to the Notice of Default and Election to Sell thereunder recorded 05,/18,/2026, as Instrument No. 2026016653 of said Official Records,
WILL SELL on 09/22,/2026 at 10:00 AM At the main entrance to the County Administration Building at 168 W. Alisal Street, Salinas, CA 93901
AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO THE HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH (payable at the time of sale in lawful money of the United States), all right, title and
interest conveyed to and now held by it under said Deed of Trust in the property situated in said County and State hereinafter described: As more
fully described on said Deed of Trust, The property address and other common designation, if any, of the real property described above is purport-
ed to be: 1022 Ocean Rd., Pebble Beach, CA 93953 The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of the property address
and other common designation, if any, shown herein. The total amount of the unpaid balance of the obligation secured by the property to be sold
and reasonable estimated costs, expenses and advances at the time of the initial publication of the Notice of Sale is: $646,211.86* *The actual
opening bid may be more or less than this amount. In addition to cash, the Trustee will accept a cashier’s check drawn on a state or national bank,
a check drawn by a state or federal credit union or a check drawn by a state or federal savings and loan association, savings association or savings
bank specified in Section 5102 of the Financial Code and authorized to do business in this state. In the event tender other than cash is accepted, the
Trustee may withhold the issuance of the Trustee’s Deed until funds become available to the payee or endorsee as a matter of right. Said sale will
be made, but without covenant or warranty, express or implied regarding title, possession or encumbrances, to satisfy the indebtedness secured by
said Deed of Trust including advances authorized thereunder and also including, without way of limitation, the unpaid principal balance of the Note
secured by said Deed of Trust together with interest thereon as provided in said Note, plus the fees, charges and expenses of the trustee and the
trusts created by said Deed of Trust. THIS PROPERTY IS BEING SOLD IN AN “AS-IS” CONDITION. NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are
considering bidding on this property lien, you should understand that there are risks involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You will be bidding on
a lien, not on the property itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee auction does not automatically entitle you to free and clear ownership of the
property. You should also be aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you are the highest bidder at the auction, you are or
may be responsible for paying off all liens senior to the lien being auctioned off, before you can receive clear title to the property. You are encour-
aged to investigate the existence, priority, and size of outstanding liens that may exist on this property by contacting the county recorder’s office or
a title insurance company, either of which may charge you a fee for this information. If you consult either of these resources, you should be aware
that the same lender may hold more than one mortgage or deed of trust on the property. NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on
this notice of sale may be postponed one or more times by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the Cali-
fornia Civil Code. The law requires that information about trustee sale postponements be made available to you and to the public, as a courtesy to
those not present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether your sale date has been postponed, and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and date for
the sale of this property, you may call (916) 939-0772 or visit this Internet Website WWW.NATIONWIDEPOSTING.COM, using the file number
assigned to this case 26-0142. Information about postponements that are very short in duration or that occur close in time to the scheduled sale may
not immediately be reflected in the telephone information or on the Internet Website. The best way to verify postponement information is to attend
the scheduled sale. NOTICE TO TENANT: You may have a right to purchase this property after the trustee auction pursuant to Section 2924m of the
California Civil Code. If you are an “eligible tenant buyer,” you can purchase the property if you match the last and highest bid placed at the trust-
ee auction. If you are an “eligible bidder,” you may be able to purchase the property if you exceed the last and highest bid placed at the trustee
auction. There are three steps to exercising this right of purchase. First, 48 hours after the date of the trustee sale, you can call (916) 939-0772, or
visit this internet website WWW.NATIONWIDEPOSTING.COM, using the file number assigned to this case, 26-0142 to find the date on which the
trustee’s sale was held, the amount of the last and highest bid, and the address of the trustee. Second, you must send a written notice of intent to
place a bid so that the trustee receives it no more than 15 days after the trustee’s sale. Third, you must submit a bid so that the trustee receives it no
more than 45 days after the trustee’s sale. If you think you may qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you should consider con-
tacting an attorney or appropriate real estate professional immediately for advice regarding this potential right to purchase. FOR SALES INFOR-
MATION AND STATUS 24 HOURS A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A WEEK, GO TO: WWW.NATIONWIDEPOSTING.COM OR CALL (916) 939-0772.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, DISCLOSURES AND CONDITIONS OF SALE: (1) At the time of sale, the opening bid by the beneficiary may not
represent a full credit bid. The beneficiary reserves the right, during the auction, to increase its credit bid incrementally up to a full credit bid. The
beneficiary may also bid over and above its credit bid with cash, cashier’s checks or cash equivalents. (2) The Trustee’s Deed Upon Sale (TDUS)
will not be issued to the successful bidder until the bidder’s payment has been deposited in the trustee’s bank and cleared (all holds released). The
bidder may have to take additional actions as required by trustee’s bank in order to facilitate the deposit and clearance of bidder’s funds. (3) If,
prior to the issuance of the TDUS, the trustee shall become aware of any deficiency in the foreclosure process, or if the trustee becomes aware of
any bankruptcy or other legal issue affecting the validity of the foreclosure process, or if the trustee becomes aware of any bankruptcy or other legal
issue affecting the validity of the foreclosure sale, then, after consultation with its attorneys, the trustee, in its sole discretion, may decline to issue the
TDUS and return the bidder’s funds, without interest. If, subsequent to the issuances of the TDUS, the trustee shall become aware of any deficiency
in the foreclosure process, or if the trustee becomes aware of any bankruptcy or other legal issue affecting the validity of the foreclosure sale, then,
after consultation with its attorneys, the trustee, in its sole discretion, may rescind the TDUS pursuant to Civil Code Section 1058.5(b) and return the
bidder's funds, without interest. (4) When conducted, the foreclosure sale is not final until the auctioneer states “sold”. Any time prior thereto, the sale
may be canceled or postponed at the discretion of the trustee or the beneficiary. A bid by the beneficiary may not result in a sale of the property.
All bids placed by the auctioneer are on behalf of the seller/beneficiary. (5) NEW — SEVERAL CITIES IN CALIFORNIA, INCLUDING THE CITY OF
LOS ANGELES (GOOGLE “MEASURE ULA"), HAVE IMPOSED VERY LARGE, NEW TRANSFER TAXES ON SALES OF CERTAIN HIGH VALUE
PROPERTIES. THESE TAXES CAN AMOUNT TO HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS OR EVEN MORE. AS A CONDITION OF THIS
SALE, THESE TAXES WILL NOT BE PAID BY THE FORECLOSING LENDER NOR BY THE FORECLOSURE TRUSTEE. THESE TAXES, IF AND WHEN
CHARGED, ARE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE SUCCESSFUL PURCHASER AT THE FORECLOSURE SALE. This communication may be considered
as being from a debt collector. To the extent that your original obligation was discharged or is subject to an automatic stay of bankruptcy under
Title 11 of The United States Code, this notice is for compliance and/or informational purposes only and does not constitute an attempt to collect a
debt or to impose personal liability for such obligation. However, a secured party may retain rights under its security instrument, including the right
to foreclose its lien. Date: 08/18,/2026 Law Offices of Richard G. Witkin APC 5805 Sepulveda Boulevard, Suite 670 Sherman Oaks, California
91411 Phone: (818) 845-4000 By: April Witkin Trustee Officer NPP0493447 To: CARMEL PINE CONE 08/28/2026, 09/04,/2026,

09/” /2026 Publication dates: Aug. 28, Sept. 4, 11, 2026 (PC854)




FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20261571
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
MONTEREY PAINT TONES, 1356 Elm
Ave., Seaside, CA 93955.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
PEDRO PEREZ RODRIGUEZ, 1356 Elm
Ave., Seaside, CA 93955.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced fo transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Oct. 10, 2019.
S/Pedro Perez Rodriguez
Date signed: Aug. 7, 2026
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 7, 2026.
Publication Dates: Aug. 28, Sept. 4, 11, 18,
2026 (PC 849)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20261665
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
MEMORIES IN A SNAP PHOTO
BOOTH, 456 Seminole Way, Salinas,
CA 93906.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Ownerf(s):
JESSICA ANN MACIAS, 456 Seminole
Way, Salinas, CA 93906.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
S/Jessica Macias
Date signed: Aug. 21, 2026
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 21,
2026.
Publication Dates: Aug. 28, Sept. 4, 11, 18,
2026 (PC 850)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20261655
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
THE GRILL ON OCEAN AVE, 3 SwW
Corner of Ocean Avenue, Carmel, CA
93923.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.:
CARMEL FUTURE INC., 832 West Franklin
St., Apt. C, Monterey, CA 93940.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a corporation.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
S/Hussein Karaki, President
Date: Aug. 20, 2026
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 20,
2026.
Publication Dates: Aug. 28, Sept. 4, 11, 18,
2026 (PC 851)

Auction Date:
Facility Name:

Facility Phone:

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Pursuant to the lien laws of the State of California, the contents of
the following storage units will be sold to satisfy the owner’s lien
for unpaid rent and other charges.

The sale will include personal property stored in the units listed
below. The contents are generally described as household goods,
furniture, boxes, and other miscellaneous items
unless otherwise noted.

The sale will be conducted online at www.StorageTreasures.com

Wednesday September 16, 2026 at 12:00 pm
SP032 - Storage PRO of Carmel, LLC

Facility Address: 9640 Carmel Valley Rd,

Carmel-by-the-Sea, CA, 93923

(831) 250-6062

Units to be Sold : 7106 - Mary Hall

7126 - Theresa Buccola

All sales are subject to cancellation. Payment of the balance due
prior to the sale will stop the sale of the property. The property

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20261630
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
PILLAR TO POST HOME INSPECTORS,
359 Casanova Ave. Monterey, CA
93940.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.:
PAC INSPECTIONS INC, 1093 Broadway
Ave. #182, Seaside, CA 93955.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a corporation.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Aug. 12, 2020.
S/Paige Bohrer, President
Date: Aug. 18, 2026
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 18,
2026.
Publication Dates: Aug. 28, Sept. 4, 11, 18,

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20261669
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
MAZY AMY CURIO COLLECTIONS,
3127 Crescent Avenue #D3, Marina, CA
93933.
County of Principal Place of Business: MON-
TEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.:
MAZY AMY COLLECTIONS LIC, 3127
Crescent Avenue #D3, Marina, CA 93933.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
S/Amy Copeland Johnson, Member
Date: Aug. 21, 2026
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 21,
2026.
Publication Dates: Aug. 28, Sept. 4, 11, 18,
2026 (PC 853)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20261632
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
DAWN AND EVE SKINCARE, 26344
Carmel Rancho Lane, Ste 1U, Carmel,
Ca 93923.
County of Principal Place of Business: MON-
TEREY
Registered Owner(s):
JENNIFER DAWN MARLER, 3530 Oak PI,
Carmel, CA 93923.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
S/Jennifer Marler
Date signed: Aug. 14, 2026
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 18,
2026.
Publication Dates: Aug. 28, Sept. 4, 11, 18,
2026 (PC 855)

September 4, 2026

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20261693
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
GOODIES DELICATESSEN, 510 Light-
house Ave., Suite #2, Pacific Grove, CA
93950.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY.
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.:
5 & 2 DINING, 510 Lighthouse Ave., Suite
#2, Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a corporation.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Aug. 26, 2026.
S/George Sarkis, President
Date: Aug. 26, 2026
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 26,
2026.
Publication Dates: Aug. 28, Sept. 4, 11, 18,
2026. (PC 858)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20261609
The following person(s) is(are) doing busi-
ness as:
Carte Mane Salon, 201 W Franklin St,
Monterey, CA 93940, County of Monterey
Registered Owner(s):
Franklin Street Collaborative Inc.,, 201 W.
Franklin Street, Monterey, CA 93940, CA
This business is conducted by a corporation
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name listed
above on 12/07 /2025
S/ Stacia Sundahl, Managing Member
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on 08/14,/2026
9/4,9/1,9/18,9/25/26
CNS-4074125#
CARMEL PINE CONE
Publication Dates: Sept. 4, 11, 18, 25, 2026.
(PC 904)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

The Carmel Pine Cone

PUBLIC NOTICES

may be withdrawn at any time before the sale.
Publish: September 04, 2026

2026 (PC 852)

File No. 20261697

The Carmel Pine Cone

Publication date: Sept. 4, 2026 (PC903) legals@carmelpinecone.com

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
HTTPS:/ / CARMELPINECONE.COM

ness as:

The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-

T.S. No.: 2603040197
Notice of Trustee’s Sale

Loan No.: 22434536 Order No. 2781333CAD APN: 012-453-066-000 Property Address: 1031 High-
lander Dr. Seaside, CA 93955 You Are In Default Under A Deed Of Trust Dated 4/12/2007. Unless You
Take Action To Protect Your Property, It May Be Sold At A Public Sale. If You Need An Explanation Of The
Nature Of The Proceeding Against You, You Should Contact A Lawyer. A public auction sale to the highest
bidder for cashier’s check drawn on a state or national bank, cashier’s check drawn by a state or federal
credit union, or a cashier’s check drawn by a state or federal savings and loan association, or savings asso-
ciation, or savings bank specified in Section 5102 of the Financial Code and authorized to do business in this
state will be held by the duly appointed trustee as shown below, of all right, title, and interest conveyed to and
now held by the trustee in the hereinafter described property under and pursuant to a Deed of Trust described
below. The sale will be made, but without covenant or warranty, expressed or implied, regarding fitle, pos-
session, or encumbrances, to pay the remaining principal sum of the note(s) secured by the Deed of Trust, with
interest and late charges thereon, as provided in the note(s), advances, under the terms of the Deed of Trust,
interest thereon, fees, charges and expenses of the Trustee for the total amount (at the time of the initial publi-
cation of the Notice of Sale) reasonably estimated to be set forth below. The amount may be greater on the
day of sale. No cashier’s checks older than 60 days from the day of sale will be accepted. Trustor: Gary E.
Moreali, An Unmarried Man Duly Appointed Trustee: Total Lender Solutions, Inc. Recorded 5/2,/2007 as
Instrument No. 2007035673 in book N/A, page N/A of Official Records in the office of the Recorder of
Monterey County, California, Date of Sale: 9/15/2026 at 10:00 AM Place of Sale: main entrance County
Administration Building, 168 West Alisal Street, Salinas, CA Amount of unpaid balance and other charges:
$75,057.06 Street Address or other common designation of real property: 1031 Highlander Dr. Seaside, CA
93955 Legal Description: Please See Attached Exhibit “A” The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for
any incorrectness of the street address or other common designation, if any, shown above. If no street ad-
dress or other common designation is shown, directions to the location of the property may be obtained by
sending a written request to the beneficiary within 10 days of the date of first publication of this Notice of
Sale. Notice To Potential Bidders: If you are considering bidding on this property lien, you should understand
that there are risks involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on the property
itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee auction does not automatically entitle you to free and clear owner-
ship of the property. You should also be aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you
are the highest bidder at the auction, you are or may be responsible for paying off all liens senior to the lien
being auctioned off, before you can receive clear title to the property. You are encouraged to investigate the
existence, priority, and size of outstanding liens that may exist on this property by contacting the county re-
corder’s office or a title insurance company, either of which may charge you a fee for this information. If you
consult either of these resources, you should be aware that the same lender may hold more than one mort-
gage or deed of trust on the property. Notice To Property Owner: The sale date shown on this nofice of sale
may be postponed one or more times by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section
2924g of the California Civil Code. The law requires that information about trustee sale postponements be
made available to you and to the public, as a courtesy to those not present at the sale. If you wish to learn
whether your sale date has been postponed, and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and date for the sale of
this property, you may call (877) 440-4460 or visit this Internet website www.mkconsultantsinc.com, using
the file number assigned to this case 2603040197. Information about postponements that are very short in
duration or that occur close in time to the scheduled sale may not immediately be reflected in the telephone
information or on the Internet Web site. The best way to verify postponement information is to attend the
scheduled sale. Notice To Tenant: You may have a right to purchase this property after the trustee auction
pursuant to Section 2924m of the California Civil Code. If you are an “eligible tenant buyer,” you can pur-
chase the property if you match the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. If you are an “eligible
bidder,” you may be able to purchase the property if you exceed the last and highest bid placed at the
trustee auction. There are three steps to exercising this right of purchase. First, 48 hours after the date of the
trustee sale, you can call (877) 440-4460, or visit this internet website www.mkconsultantsinc.com, using the
file number assigned to this case 2603040197 to find the date on which the trustee’s sale was held, the
amount of the last and highest bid, and the address of the trustee. Second, you must send a written notice of
intent to place a bid so that the trustee receives it no more than 15 days after the trustee’s sale. Third, you must
submit a bid so that the trustee receives it no more than 45 days after the trustee’s sale. When submitting funds
for a bid subject to Section 2924m, please make the funds payable to “Total Lender Solutions, Inc. Holding
Account”. If you think you may qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you should consid-
er contacting an attorney or appropriate real estate professional immediately for advice regarding this po-
tential right to purchase. Please be advised that the trustee may require entity or trust bidders at this trustee’s
sale to provide information, documentation and/or certification of the vesting instructions and the data re-
quired to be reported pursuant to FinCEN regulations effective for transfers of residential real property to
covered transferees on or after March 1, 2026. The required information must be provided to the trustee
before a trustee’s deed upon sale will be issued for covered transfers. Additional information regarding these
regulations and the required transferee information and certifications can be found at https://www.federal-
register.gov/documents/2024,/08/29/2024-19198 /anti-money-laundering-regulations-for-residen-
tial-real-estate-transfers and https:/ /www.fincen.gov/rre-faqs#D_5 Date: 8,/13,/2026 Total Lender Solu-
tions, Inc. 10505 Sorrento Valley Road, Suite 125 San Diego, CA 92121 Phone: 866-535-3736 Sale Line:
(877) 440-4460 By: Diana Rivera, Authorized Signatory Exhibit “A” Legal Description All That Certain
Property Situated In The County Of Monterey, And State Of California, Being Described As Follows: Parcel
I: Lot 97 As Shown Upon That Certain Map Entitled, “Tract No. 1046, Seaside Heights”, Which Map Was
Filed For Record In The Office Of The Recorder Of The County Of Monterey, State Of California In Volume
16 Of “Cities And Towns”, At Page 9. Parcel II: A Non-Exlusive Easement For The Use And Enjoyment Over
And Across Common Area Parcel A And Ingress, Egress, Road And Utility Purposes Over And Across All
Those Private Streets As Shown Upon That Certain Map Entitled, “Tract 1046, Seaside Highlands”, Which
Map Was Filed For Record In The Office Of The County Recorder Of The County Of Monterey, State Of
California On December 5, 1986 In Volume 16 Of “Cities And Towns”, At Page 9. Parcel Ill: An Easement
For Party Wall Purposes And For Roof Overhang And Maintenance As Provided For In Article 11, Section 3
Of The Declaration Of Restrictions Recorded December 5, 1986 In Reel 2033 Of Official Records Of Mon-

terey County At Page 660. Publication dates: Aug. 21, 28, Sept. 4, 2026 (PC841)

SUMMONS - NOTICE TO Defendant
CASE NUMBER: 26CV001622

NOTICE TO RESPONDENT: ADAM ZERMENO
You are being sued.
PETITIONER’S NAME IS: APEX ADJUSTING GROUP, LLC

NOTICE! You have been sued. The court may decide against you
without your being heard unless you respond within 30 days. Read
the information below.

You have 30 CALENDAR DAYS after this summons and legal pa-
pers are served on you to file a written response at this court and
have a copy served on the plaintiff. A letter or phone call will not
protect you. Your written response must be in proper legal form if you
want the court to hear your case. There may be a court form that you
can use for your response. You can find these court forms and more
information at the California Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.
courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law library, or the courthouse
nearest you. If you cannot pay the filing fee, ask the court clerk for a
fee waiver form. If you do not file your response on time, you may lose
the case by default, and your wages, money, and property may be
taken without further warning from the court.

There are other legal requirements. You may want to call an at-
torney right away. If you do not know an attorney, you may want
to call an attorney referral service. If you cannot afford an attorney,
you may be eligible for free legal services from a nonprofit legal ser-
vices program. You can locate these nonprofit groups at the California
Legal Services Web site (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), the California
Courts Online Self-Help Center (www.courtfinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), or
by contacting your local court or county bar association. NOTE: The
court has a statutory lien for waived fees and costs on any settlement
or arbitration award of $10,000 or more in a civil case. The court's
lien must be paid before the court will dismiss the case. jAVISO! Lo
han demandado. Si no responde dentro de 30 dias, la corte puede
decidir en su contra sin escuchar su versién. Lea la informacién a con-
tinuacién.

Tiene 30 DIAS DE CALENDARIO después de que le entreguen
esta citacién y papeles legales para presentar una respuesta por es-
crito en esta corte y hacer que se entregue una copia al demandante.
Una carta o una llamada telefénica no lo protegen. Su respuesta por
escrito tiene que estar en formato legal correcto si desea que proce-
sen su caso en la cortfe. Es posible que haya un formulario que usted
pueda usar para su respuesta. Puede encontrar estos formularios de
la corte y més informacién en el Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de
California (www.sucorte.ca.gov), en la biblioteca de leyes de su con-
dado o en la corte que le quede més cerca. Si no puede pagar la
cuota de presentacién, pida al secretario de la corte que le dé un for-
mulario de exencién de pago de cuotas. Si no presenta su respuesta
atiempo, puede perder el caso por incumplimiento y la corte le podrd
quitar su sueldo, dinero y bienes sin mds advertencia.

Hay otros requisitos legales. Es recomendable que llame a un
abogado inmediatamente. Si no conoce a un abogado, puede lla-
mar a un servicio de remisién a abogados. Si no puede pagar a un
abogado, es posible que cumpla con los requisitos para obtener ser-
vicios legales gratuitos de un programa de servicios legales sin fines
de lucro. Puede encontrar estos grupos sin fines de lucro en el sitio
web de California Legal Services, (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org), en el
Centro de Ayuda de las Cortes de California, (www.sucorte.ca.gov)
o poniéndose en contacto con la corte o el colegio de abogados
locales. AVISO: Por ley, la corte tiene derecho a reclamar las cuotas
y los costos exentos por imponer un gravamen sobre cualquier recu-
peracién de $10,000 6 més de valor recibida mediante un acuerdo
o una concesién de arbitraje en un caso de derecho civil. Tiene que
pagar el gravamen de la corte antes de que la corte pueda desechar
el caso.

The name and address of the court is:

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY MONTEREY
1200 Aguaijito Road

Monterey, CA 93940

The name, address and telephone number of the petitioner’s
attorney, or petitioner without an attorney, is:

JAMES C. HANN, ESQ. #215778 HANN LAW FIRM

84 W. Santa Clara St., Ste. 570, (408) 755-9793

San Jose, CA 95113

Date: March 26, 2026

(s) Christopher Hirt, Deputy

This summons was filed with the County Clerk of Monterey County
on March 26, 2026.
Publication Dates: Aug. 14, 21, 28, Sept. 4, 2026. (PC 831)

47A

1. DIGITAL MERCHANT SOLUTIONS
2.DMS

26 Wyndemere Way Monterey, CA
93940.

County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY

Registered Owner(s):

FRANCISCO J. PACHECO.

This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Aug. 1, 2026.

S/Frank Pacheco

Date signed: Aug. 26, 2026

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 26,
2026.

Publication Dates: Sept. 4, 11, 18, 25, 2026
(PC 905)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20261707
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
1. KIMERA'S CREATIONS
2. SISTER SUSHI
11 Alvin Circle, Salinas, CA 93906.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
KIMERA WALKER CAGUIMBAL, 11 Alvin
Circle, Salinas, CA 93906.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
S/Kimera Walker Caguimbal
Date signed: Aug. 28, 2026
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 28,
2026.
Publication Dates: Sept. 4, 11, 18, 25, 2026
(PC 907)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20261692
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
KD CONCIERGE, 125 10th Street, Mari-
na, CA 93933.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
KATHLEEN RITA DITULLIO.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Aug. 26, 2026.
S/Kathleen Ditullio
Date signed: Aug. 26, 2026
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 26,
2026.
Publication Dates: Sept. 4, 11, 18, 25, 2026
(PC 908)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20261733
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
DR. LAURIE BLOOM SWEENEY, EDU.
CONSULTANT  AND LEADERSHIP
COACH, 170 Barrett Drive, Watsonville,
CA 95076.
County of Principal Place of Business:
SANTA CRUZ
Registered Owner(s):
LAURIE BLOOM SWEENEY.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Sept. 1, 2026.
S/Dr. Laurie Bloom Sweeney
Date signed: Sept. 1, 2026
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Sept. 1, 2026.
Publication Dates: Sept. 4, 11, 18, 25, 2026
(PC 909)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20261722
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
SALT & CYPRESS STAGING, 25193 Hat-
ton Road, Carmel, CA 93923.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.:
BIG COUNTRY PROPERTY MANAGE-
MENT LLC, P.O. Box 3945, Carmel by the
Sea, CA 93921.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: NV
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
S/Dany Langham, Managing Member
Date: Aug. 31, 2026
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 31,
2026.
Publication Dates: Sept. 4, 11, 18, 25, 2026
(PC 910)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20261579
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
INKED OCTOPUS BOOKS
INKED OCTOPUS BOOKS AND
DOODLES
. OCTOPUS DOODLE CRAFTS
INKED OCTOPUS BOOKSTORE
INKED OCTOPUS BOOKSTORE AND
DOODLES
INKED OCTOPUS BOOKSTORE AND
COFFEEHOUSE
7. THE INKED OCTOPUS BOOKSTORE
8. THE INKED OCTOPUS BOOKSTORE

AND COFFEEHOUSE

1141 Wanda Ave., Seaside, CA 93955.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
KAREN MCDONALD, 1141 Wanda Ave.,
Seaside, CA 93955.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
S/Karen McDonald
Date signed: Aug. 10, 2026
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 10,
2026.
Publication Dates: Sept. 4, 11, 18, 25, 2026
(PCOM)
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— Be prepared for emergencies —
Register your phone number at
WWW.ALERTMONTEREYCOUNTY.ORG
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THIS LABOR DAY DRIVE FOR LESS

COMPEIMENTARY

LASFUR A YEAR

VALID SEPTEMBER 1-7, 2026

Complimentary Gas for One Year offer valid on purchase or lease of any in-stock new vehicle not previously reserved
or sold from September 1, 2026, through September 7, 2026, at Addendum price. Specialty vehicles excluded.
Complimentary Gas for One-Year is defined as $165 per month for 12 months (up to $1,980) and is applied as a
discount from the lease or purchase price of the vehicle. Customer will not receive gasoline, fuel card, or direct fuel
reimbursement. Must trade in a qualifying vehicle to be eligible. Offer cannot be combined with any other advertised
offer, discount, coupon, previous purchase agreement, or special incentive. Limit one offer per transaction. Subject to
lender approval. Vehicle must be delivered by September 7, 2026. See dealer for complete details.
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