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to the day since drivers were last able to travel the expanse 
between Carmel and Cambria.

“This reopening will bring much-needed relief to small 
businesses and families in Big Sur and the surrounding 
communities who have shown remarkable resilience and 
strength,” Newsom said, considering slides in various 
locations have kept the highway impassible since Jan. 15, 
2023, making the closure of the Big Sur coastal route the 
longest in the road’s history.

Ahead of schedule
“I’m grateful to Caltrans crews for 

delivering Highway 1 ahead of schedule — 
deploying remotely controlled heavy equip-
ment, stabilizing slopes with thousands of 
steel reinforcements drilled up to 60 feet 
deep, and using cutting-edge monitoring 
systems to overcome extraordinary geolog-
ical challenges,” Newsom continued. “This 
vital corridor is the gateway to California’s 
coast and the lifeblood of the Big Sur econ-
omy — and today it’s restored.”

Since Regent’s Slide occurred during 
heavy winter rains on Feb. 9, 2024, crews 
hired by Caltrans had worked during day-
light hours seven days a week as weather and 
site conditions allowed, spokesman Kevin 
Drabinski said this week, facing increasingly 
challenging conditions as the land above 
the original slide began to shift. For safety

After 3-year wait, Highway 1 finally reopens
n Do we hear angels singing?

By MARY SCHLEY and KELLY NIX

TWO YEARS since it sent many cubic tons of rocks,
dirt and debris cascading onto Highway 1 in Big Sur, the 
Regent’s Slide was cleared and the highway reopened 
Wednesday to great celebration, with Gov. Gavin New-
som heralding the moment. The event marked three years 

See HIGHWAY page 22A

An aerial view of the newly reopened section of Highway 1 in Big Sur. For the first 
time in three years, motorists can drive the world-famous through route from Carmel 
to Cambria. The closure is the longest in the road’s history.

PHOTO/CALTRANS

Council says let 
there be water

By MARY SCHLEY

THE CARMEL City Council unanimously voted
Monday to join local government agencies in calling for 
an end to the state’s moratorium on new Cal Am water 
hookups.

An order issued years ago by the State Water Resources 
Control Board forbids the installation of water meters on 
undeveloped lots, “which limits new development in the 
region, including affordable housing,” acting city admin-
istrator Brandon Swanson told the council in his Jan. 12 
report. But with Monterey One Water and the Monterey 
Peninsula Water Management District proclaiming there’s 
ample supply from the expansion of their Pure Water 
Monterey recycling project — and committing allocations 
to Peninsula cities as a result 
— the hookup moratorium 
should end, according to 
Swanson and other officials.

“The Monterey Peninsula 
Water Management Dis-
trict is actively working to 
rescind the moratorium on 
setting new water meters,” 
Swanson explained, adding 
that water district GM Dave 
Stoldt “has requested that 
the City of Carmel-by-the-Sea provide a formal letter of 
support for this effort.”

For housing
Addressed to Juliet Christian-Smith, deputy director of 

water rights for the state water board, the letter signed by 
Swanson and Mayor Dale Byrne asks officials “to allow 
the Monterey Peninsula to increase its much-needed hous-
ing requirements and experience modest economic devel-
opment” by lifting the moratorium.

“The Pure Water Monterey project, which came online 
in 2021, coupled with the Monterey Peninsula’s longstand-
ing commitment to water-wise conservation strategies for 
both commercial and residential water consumption, have 
resulted in California American Water not exceeding the 
legal amount of water available from the Carmel River 
for the past four years,” the letter says. “With the addition 
of the Pure Water Monterey Expansion project coming 
online, there is no threat of Cal Am exceeding legal limits 
in the foreseeable future.”

The letter states the California Public Utilities Com-
mission confirmed as much in an Aug. 14, 2025, decision, 

See WATER page 16A

The online map links APNs — indicated by the six-digit number on 
each parcel — to potential street addresses.

MAP/CITY OF CARMEL

increments of 100 on the longer north-south blocks and by 
50 on the shorter west-east blocks, more or less. The U.S. 
Postal Service, which oversees the address management 
system that validates physical addresses, gave a cursory 
nod to the plan before it was rolled out in draft form.

The interactive map shows numbered addresses based 
on assessor’s parcel numbers, but also identifies a few areas 
where the system has been unable to assign addresses, 
including some multifamily residences and other random 
parcels, which are indicated in brown. Annexed areas of 

Map shows what everybody’s address will be
By MARY SCHLEY

IN THE march toward implementing a standardized
address system —  ending the city’s tradition of using 
cute, directional addresses that are not recognized by the 
U.S. Postal Services, utility companies and other entities 
— Carmel city officials this week launched an interactive 
map showing how a numbering system would work. The 
exercise allows residents to see what a standardized sys-
tem could look like and invites them to provide feedback 
on glitches and other issues.

Subject to revision
“This draft map represents the addressing system pro-

posed to the city council. The publishing of this draft map 
is meant to be used as a tool to familiarize the community 
with the proposed numbered addresses system,” the city 
announced Tuesday. “The address numbers shown on the 
map have not been finalized or implemented and are still 
subject to final approval by the City of Carmel-by-the-Sea 
City Council, the County of Monterey, and USPS Address 
Management System. None of the draft address number 
assignments should be used for providing your location 
officially or unofficially.”

Based on a system developed principally by resident 
Kevin Ruess — a member of the city’s committee on street 
addresses alongside councilman Bob Delves, administra-
tive analyst Emily Garay and residents Nancy Twomey 
and Paula Hazdovac — the proposed address numbers run 
from north to south and from west to east, increasing by 

See ADDRESSES page 15A

turning left onto the street from southbound 17 Mile Drive 
in her 2011 Toyota SUV, and “for reasons still under inves-
tigation, the rider of the bicycle crossed into the eastbound 
lane and crashed into the Toyota SUV.”

Surveillance footage
But footage from a camera on a nearby house shows 

that is not what happened. While grainy, the video depicts 
the driver approaching Pollack on 17 Mile Drive and 
then turning left onto Crespi, directly into the path of the 
cyclist, who was riding straight ahead and had the right of 
way. The car strikes him, his bicycle flies up in the air, and 
Pollack lands on top of Lauchlan’s SUV.

The highway patrol reported Pollack was declared dead 
at the scene and that Lauchlan was transported to the hos-
pital “for suspected possible injuries.” The officer also 

CHP names driver in P.B. cyclist’s death
By MARY SCHLEY

THE WOMAN involved in the Dec. 5, 2025, crash on
17 Mile Drive that killed avid cyclist and Cal State Univer-
sity Monterey Bay professor Seth Pollack has been identi-
fied as 62-year-old Pebble Beach resident Dana Lauchlan, 
the California Highway Patrol revealed this week. In ear-
lier reports, the agency had withheld the driver’s name.

The CHP, which is responsible for traffic enforcement 
in Del Monte Forest and is investigating the fatal crash at 
17 Mile Drive and Crespi Lane, originally blamed Pollack 
for the accident. According to a report provided by CHP 
officer Jaskaran Bhaurla soon after the crash, Pollack, 66, 
was cycling westbound on Crespi Lane as Lauchlan was 

See DRIVER page 17ANewsom’s rosy 
outlook at odds with 
budget analyst’s view
n Revving economy boosting revenue

GOV. GAVIN Newsom and his administration donned 
their rose-colored glasses Friday and presented a 2026-
2027 budget with a much more sanguine outlook than the 
nonpartisan Legislative Analyst’s Office is projecting.

Unlike in years past, Newsom didn’t present the bud-
get himself. Instead, he sent his finance director, Joe 

See BUDGET page 22A

Capitol Access
By CAITLIN CONRAD

Stephenshaw, to do the job, and the draft $349 billion 
budget he outlined shows the state receiving an additional 
$42.3 billion in tax revenue over the next three years, 
thanks to the economy doing better than expected. 

Erasing the deficit
The projected increase in revenue would almost erase 

the state’s deficit, covering all but $2.9 billion of the 
administration’s new spending plan while shoring up 
the state’s reserves with $23 billion in the bank. Quite 
the turnaround from legislative analyst Gabe Petek’s

Call for 
end to ban 
on new water 
meters
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By Lisa Crawford WatsonSandy Claws

carmel plaza
carmel-by-the-sea    

soft coats
sport coats
outerwear

selected sale

Having recently lost her “best friend” Daisy, she 
didn’t know if she’d ever be open to loving another dog. 
That is, until she learned her nephew’s family was mov-
ing to a large piece of land in the Midwest and worried 
their West Highland terrier-miniature schnauzer, Carl, 
would get lost on the prairie. And they asked if she 
would keep him.

“I hadn’t even met Carl,” she said. But she answered 
with her heart and said, “Yes.”

After moving here, Carl, who lives in Hatton Fields, 
quickly became a Carmel canine. Yet his person be-
lieved his socialization would not be complete until he’d 
been to the beach. The first time his little paws hit the 
sand, he jumped into his person’s arms, shaking.

“It took him until he saw other dogs racing around 
in the sand to understand this was a safe place where 
dogs play,” she said. “Now he runs around like he owns 
the place.”

But he has yet to venture into the water.
“Carl is more comfortable in town,” his person said. 

“When he sees someone carrying a small, white bag, 
he assumes it’s from Sweet Reba’s Bakery, and he’ll 

rise up on his hind legs to ask if it’s for him.”
In all fairness, Sweet Reba’s does bake a special 

“pupcake” for members of the canine community.
Carl’s person would buy him “every toy in the world” 

if he wanted them, but he truly prefers treats.
“I love Carl so much. He’s a gift from God,” his per-

son said. “Never in a million years did I think I’d adopt 
another dog. It wasn’t in my plans, but it was The Plan.”

Good dog Carl

Advanced Dermatology Medical Clinic
www.rheimdermatology.com

General Dermatology: 831.373.4404 
Cosmetic Laser Center: 831.373.0441
757  Pacific Street, Suite A-1, Monterey

JOSEPH R. RHEIM, M.D.

New Beauty in the New YearNew Beauty in the New Year
We would like to offer you:

BOTOX® at $10.00 per unit

Vitamin B-12
Give your body the vitamins it deserves, 

ask about our Vitamin B-12 series of injections. 

Gift Certificates are available!

Cosmetic Laser Center Consultations available by appointment;
All treatments are scheduled with our licensed RN. 
Please make your appointment by calling our office today. 

All offers expire January 31, 2026. REGISTER NOW!

www.CarmelPublicLibraryFoundation.org
831.624.2811 

This ad sponsored by 
Geoff Arnold, Carmel Realty Company and Carmel 

Public Library Foundation Board Member
831.297.3890 • www.arnold-team.com    

DRE#02036451

The Carmel Public Library Foundation
presents:

Registration Required
Limited seats
FREE – donations always appreciated. 
Proceeds benefit Carmel Public Library

Wednesday, January 21, 2026 at 7:00 PM 
Carpenter Hall at Sunset Center, Carmel

Journalism, Truth, 
and the Free Press
with Professor Emeritus
Samuel G. Freedman, Columbia 
University, and former 
USA Today Correspondent 
Marco della Cava

Community Night 
with the Library Shellhell

hades
.com.com 831/747-7482831/747-7482

Measured by MPWMD at Los Padres Dam
Average is for previous 5 years

Last 7 days Since Oct. 1 Since Oct. 1 avg.
0 in. 18.28 in. 11.06 in.

Rain Gauge

Welcoming 
New Customers

• No Long Waiting Time
• Prescriptions Filled in 15 minutes*

• Accepting Most Medicare Part D Plans
• Same Day Delivery • Accepts Tricare

• Pet Prescriptions 
Over 100 Years of Service

Still Locally Owned & Operated

CARMEL DRUG STORE
Ocean Ave. & San Carlos, Carmel

831.624.3819
www.CarmelDrugStoreRX.com     

Pharmacy Hours: 9am-6pm Mon-Fri
Store Hours: 8am-10pm • 7 Days a Week

Imagine sharing your home with 
your own celestial beauty: 7-year-
old Luna
incredibly smart and affectionate 
once she feels safe. Luna knows 
her name, comes when called, and 
enjoys being close to her person 
and is happiest curled near you 
while you work or garden. Yet this 
serene cat will occasionally surprise 
you with a burst of the zoomies!

Would you like to sponsor our next ad?
Please call us at 831-200-9232 or email info@gocatrescue.org.
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Older Cats
New Beginnings

Golden OldiesGolden Oldies
Cat RescueCat Rescue

Ready to Fall in LOVE?

Learn more about sweet Luna at www.gocatrescue.org 
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#1 SOTHEBY’S AGENT 
IN CARMEL#2 OVERALL INDIVIDUAL 

AGENT ON THE MONTEREY 
PENINSULA IN 2025

Top 100 SOTHEBY’S AGENTS IN THE U.S.

*Per MLS and internal broker records. All materials presented herein are intended for informational purposes only and are compiled 

from sources deemed reliable but have not been verified. Square footage and lot sizes, amongst other qualifiers, are approximate.

$98M 
SOLD
IN
2025

CARMEL
26387 Isabella Avenue
Buyer represented

CARMEL BY THE SEA
Casanova & 13th SW Corner
Seller represented

CARMEL BY THE SEA
NW Corner Casanova & Ocean
Buyer represented

CARMEL BY THE SEA
San Antonio 3 NE of 8th
Seller represented

Ryan Melcher
831.521.5024
ryan@ryanmelcher.com
RyanMelcher.com
DRE: 01897036

Thank You To Our Community

CARMEL BY THE SEA
Casanova 8 NW of Ocean Ave
Buyer represented

CARMEL BY THE SEA
4 SW Camino Real
Buyer represented

licensing the property for use by McLaren 
Automotive.”

The claim by Simo and Miralles that 
McLaren breached the contract for the 
rental falls short since the couple “lacked 
any lawful authorization to rent the prop-
erty, rendering the contract with McLaren 
Automotive void and unenforceable,” the 
response said.

“Similarly, the other 
claims based on McLaren 
Automotive’s alleged failure 
to secure a permit are unsup-

British company, which is 
owned by the government of 
Abu Dhabi, said.

The response said Mon-
terey County’s rules make it 
clear that operators of short-
term rentals, not tenants, are 

responsible for securing permits.
“Given the plain language of these regu-

lations, there is no question that the renew-
able annual license must be obtained by 
the operator of a vacation rental property, 
rather than a renter who does not own the 
property and cannot obtain such a license,” 
McLaren said.

The other causes of action in the cou-
ple’s lawsuit, which include fraud, negli-
gence and trespass, should be dismissed 
because “none of the claims have merit,” 
the company maintains.

implausible assertion that McLaren Auto-
motive was responsible for obtaining a 
short-term-rental permit for the property.”

When the case was transferred from 
Monterey County Superior Court to fed-
eral court, Simo and Miralles added Carm-
el-based vacation rental property manager 
Peninsula Luxe as a defendant. They claim 
Peninsula Luxe negotiated the contract in 
which McLaren agreed to be “responsible 
for obtaining any and all permits necessary 
to conduct the event.” Peninsula Luxe did 
not respond to The Pine Cone.

McLaren: Rental suit should be tossed
By KELLY NIX

MCLAREN AUTOMOTIVE has 

the supercar giant over an illegal event 
during Car Week last year.

-
owners Fidji Simo and Remy Miralles 
rented their house to 
McLaren Automotive for 

During the Aug. 11-18 event, 
though, Monterey County 

had obtained a short-term- 
rental permit, and county 

led Simo and Miralles to sue 
the luxury automotive manu-
facturer and its promotional agency, BMF 
Media Group, claiming they were respon-
sible for getting permits for the event and 

“The defendants failed to do something 
the contract required them to do; namely, to 
obtain any and all necessary permits before 

Simo and Miralles says. 

‘Audacious assertions’

18-page response in U.S. District Court 
Northern District suggesting that Miralles 
and Simo — who is the CEO of applica-
tions at tech company OpenAI, which 
owns ChatGPT — were responsible for 
getting permits before they rented the 
property. The company is requesting that 
the suit be dismissed. 

“Contrary to plaintiffs’ audacious asser-
tions,” McLaren said in the Dec. 10 court 

all the penalties assessed by the county 
originate from their failure to secure the 
required short-term-rental permit prior to 

Supercar 
company says 
property owner 
needed permit
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Police &
Sheriff’s Log

See POLICE LOG page 8RE
 in the Real Estate Section

The gavel falls
Verdicts, pleas and sentencings announced by 
Monterey County District Attorney Jeannine Pacioni

Dec. 18 — A jury convicted defendant 
Paul Chavez Ramirez, 61, an inmate serving 
a life sentence in California Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation. In a bifurcat-
ed trial, the jury also found that the defendant 
had previously been convicted of four strike 
offenses under California’s three strikes law. 
The Honorable Judge Stephanie E. Hulsey 
presided over both proceedings.

On the morning of Aug. 21, 2024, cor-

Prison observed the defendant in possession 
of a weapon. A subsequent search revealed 
that the defendant had concealed an 18-inch 
piece of rebar beneath his clothing. One end 
of the rebar was sharpened, and the other was 

-

-
cated the weapon and prevented any further 
incident.

Ramirez is scheduled to be sentenced by 
Hulsey on Feb.10. He faces an additional two 
years in state prison in addition to his life 
sentence.

Dec. 22 — Carmel resident Michael Selig, 
62, pled guilty to three felony counts of sex-
ual battery by fraud pursuant to Penal Code 
section 243.4(c) and one misdemeanor count 
of sexual battery pursuant to Penal Code sec-
tion 243.4(e)(1). Selig could be sentenced to 
up to six years in state prison by Judge Mark 
Hood at the sentencing hearing on Feb. 17. 
Selig will also be required to register as a sex 
offender. Sex offender registration will pre-

See GAVEL page 20A

Dog stolen on New Year’s Eve

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28

Carmel Valley: Deputies investigated a 

Road involving a 33-year-old female victim 
and a 38-year-old male suspect.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Lost ring in the area 
of Del Mar and Scenic.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Hit-and-run on Sev-
enth Avenue.

A 21-year-old male driver 

numerous vehicle code violations, including 
-

struction of the driver’s view.
Big Sur: An assault was reported on 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 29

Carmel-by-the-Sea: No calls to report.
 A 32-year-old male was 

arrested at Central and Monterey avenues for 
an outstanding misdemeanor warrant for fail-
ure to appear in court.

to a deceased person found at the Country 
Club Gate Center. Monterey County Coroner 
responded.

Avenue, Congress Avenue and Pico Avenue 
were marked for 72-hour parking.

Carmel area: Theft reported at the Cross-
roads shopping center.

Carmel area: Human remains located on 

Carmel area: Child Protective Services 
report at a residence on Upper Trail.

H -
cant calls logged by the Carmel-by-the-Sea 
Police Department and the Monterey County 

was compiled by Mary Schley.

With Great Pleasure, 
Dr. Susan Kubica Welcomes

Kelly L. Reed, MD

Contact the Office of 

Susan M. Kubica, MD, P.C., 
Concierge Internal Medicine

1000 8th St, Suite 101, 
Monterey, CA 93940

(831) 372-1188 

Office@kubicamedicine.com 
for an appointment

She is Accepting New Patients into her 
CONCIERGE MEDICINE PRACTICE.  

Off Site & Home Visits • Meet & Greet Visits welcome

Dr. Reed is a Board-Certified Internal Medicine Physician, 
who trained at UCSF, with professional experience in 

Radiation Oncology from the University of Washington. 

Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society  

Patients Top Choice
Press Ganey Patient Satisfaction Scores (Florida)

Best Family Doctor
The Lebanon Reporter, Boone County, Indiana 2016

Favorite Family Physician
Sonoma Family Life Magazine, Sonoma County 2012

She has been recognized as an exceptional physician 
with the following Awards and Acknowledgements:

40
1986-2026

mum’s place
246 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove | 831-372-6250
Mon-Sat 10am-5:30pm | www.mumsfurniture.com

AlphaAbacus Learning Center: Established 2003
Rachel Phillips M. A. Education

“Gracie”
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT TUTORING CENTER

“Where Learning Is Fun”
READING - MATH - WRITING - ACADEMIC SUBJECTS

STUDY SKILLS - HOMEWORK HELP - TEST PREP
WWW.ALPHAABACUSLEARNINGCENTER.COM

831-596-9394 | 831-625-6053
200 Clock Tower Place, Suite A204, Carmel

Home Schooling Support    AlphaAbacuslearningcenter@gmail.com

HELP IS ON THE WAY!

Need a Tech Pro? I Can Help!

Contact Michael at (831) 204-9812

• On-site
• References available 

Computer/Phone/TV/Printer troubleshooting & setup, subscription 

management, website development, negotiating & lowering 

internet & TV bills, anti-virus, password recovery & more!

Mary Bell 831.595.4999
MaryBellProperties.com
MaryBell@CarmelRealtyCompany.com  
Broker Associate | DRE#00649274 

Mary Bell
Broker Associate

I listen to you, I 
negotiate for you. 
I meet your needs.

WEDDING 
& Special Occasions

Let us help you reach them in our January 23
Wedding & Special Occasion Section

Jan.23, 2026

It’s the time of year Pine Cone readers are planning 
their weddings and special occasions for 2026...

Carmel Pine Cone’s

Meena Lewellen    meena@carmelpinecone.com    (831) 274-8655

Jung Yi-Crabbe    jung@carmelpinecone.com   (831) 274-8646
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3 Ocean Avenue SW of Dolores Streetfourtane.com 831.624.4684
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Ben Heinrich 831.915.7415 | Carole Heinrich 831.601.9019
Zach Brooksher 831.250.3399 | Isabel Brooksher 831.250.3866
Courtney Brooksher 831.317.6336 Monterey Coast Realty DRE#02246723

DRE#00584641, DRE#01069022, DRE#01988208, DRE#02080988

Honoring Home, Family & Community

www.HeinrichBrooksher.com

28007 Mercurio Road, Carmel Valley  •  $695,000  •  1 acre parcel
Opportunity for a Carmel Valley Retreat

Co-listed with Jeff  Langham 831.877.3345 | REALTOR® Monterey Coast Realty DRE#02084407

P.B. CONCOURS NAMES 
NEW LEADERSHIP

By MARY SCHLEY

A LONGTIME attorney and third-generation car guy 
will take the reins at the Pebble Beach Concours d’Ele-
gance later this year, when chairman Sandra Button — 
who has run the world-renowned event for 40 years — 
steps into a new role as “brand ambassador and strategic 
advisor.”

“For quite some time, we have been in the process 
of planning for a transition to new leadership here at the 
Pebble Beach Concours 
d’Elegance, so we are 
pleased to announce that 
Vince Finaldi is joining 
the Concours leadership 
team today as our new 
president,” Button said in a 
statement Thursday. 

Button and Finaldi, who 
moved to the Carmel High-
lands with his wife and two 
daughters in 2022, will col-
laborate on the 75th Con-
cours set for August, and 
on Oct. 1, he’ll take over as 
chairman.

“We want this transition 
to be smooth, and we know 
it will take more than a few 
months, so I will continue to serve in that role until at least 
January of 2029,” Button said, referring to the ambassa-
dor/advisor position.

Distinguished law career
Finaldi served in the U.S. Marines in the 1990s, earned 

his B.A. from UC Berkeley in 2002 and graduated from 
UCLA’s law school in 2005. He started his legal career 
in 2004 as a clerk and rose through the ranks to partner at 
Newport Beach-based Manly, Stewart & Finaldi, special-
izing in litigation of civil actions involving sexual harass-
ment, exploitation, molestation and abuse in educational, 
familial, recreational, employment, religious and other 
settings. Finaldi garnered nationwide media coverage 

Vince Finaldi

See FINALDI page 21AJung Yi-Crabbe - (831) 274-8646 jung@carmelpinecone.com

AT&T AT&T PEBBLE BEACHPEBBLE BEACH
PRO-AMPRO-AM

PUBLICATION DATES:PUBLICATION DATES:
 FEBRUARY 6 & 13 FEBRUARY 6 & 13
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Bobbie 
Ehrenpreis

831.915.8010
Bobbie@CarmelRealtyCompany.com

REALTOR® DRE#01136716

4 beds, 2.5 baths  ■  2,667 sq. ft.  ■  $2,299,000  ■  35DeerForest.com

Extraordinary Reputation 
& Results Earned by 

Managing Over 650 Local 
Transactions Over 34 Years

Single Story in Sunny Deer Flats

3 beds, 3.5 baths  ■  2,348 sq. ft.  ■  $1,895,000  ■  28095BarnWay.com
Great Location in Carmel Valley Ranch

Open Saturday 2–4pm | 28095 Barn Way, Carmel

Quickly in Escrow!

CONGRATULATIONS
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2511 Garden Rd., Suite A230 Monterey

(831) 646-5424 | sgsenger@att.net 

Law Office of 
Sara Senger

30 years of experience 
in Medi-Cal Estate Planning

Elder Law

Wills and Trusts

Special Needs 

I will make home and hospital visits

lawsuit that his reports to administrators about the alleged 
decline in patient care were met with contempt. 

“As hospital executives and leadership team members 
were enriching themselves at the expense of patient care 

prioritizing patient care and terminated him” and his clinic 

‘Campaign of reprisal’

breached his contract. 

By KELLY NIX

A

cancer treatment technologies and services to the hospital. 

See SUES page 21A

pressured and harassed” him to forgo the practice because 

hours.

led the hospital to wage a “campaign of reprisal” against 

cal teams demonstrate an 
unwavering commitment to 

$15 mil payout?

as a defendant in the suit.  

CHOMP says 
that none of the 
sacked doc’s 
claims are true
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Lovely Remodel with Long 
Vista Views & Ocean Peeks

3 Beds + Library/4th Bed + Office + Wine Grotto  ■  3.5 Baths
3,320 Sq. Ft.  ■  11,100 Sq. Ft. Lot  ■  $4,580,000

www.ViewsOnSanJuan.com

Judie Profeta 831.601.3207
Managing Director & Broker Associate | DRE#00703550

Judie@Th eProfetaTeam.com ■ www.Th eProfetaTeam.com

Pro Is in My DNA

J U L I E  R O T H ,  M S ,  C F P ® ,  C I M A ®

Julie believes understanding your finances is the key to
confidence. With a thoughtful, educational approach, Julie
loves translating advanced financial concepts into clear
actionable steps.

As a military veteran, Julie knows trust, integrity, and
commitment to service. She brings those same principles to
financial planning - helping each client create a personalized
path to success. Julie provides the clarity needed to help each
person understand their options and make confident, informed
choices that align with their goals.

We invite you to meet Julie and discover Integris Wealth
Management’s unique wealth management approach for
individuals and families, businesses, and non-profits.

Turn
complexity
into clarity.
F I N A N C I A L  P L A N N I N G  D O E S N ’ T  H A V E  T O
B E  C O M P L I C A T E D .

| 831.333.1717
| julie@integriswealth.com
| 435 Washington St, Ste A, Monterey, CA
| 60 W Alisal St, Ste 105, Salinas, CA

-

-

Other sightings

By KELLY NIX

M -

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

- This large kitten was caught on tape sneaking outside a Pebble Beach 
home. It’s one of several cougars spotted on the Peninsula in the last 
month or so. 

PHOTO/A.J. GOELZ
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Celebrating 61 YearsCelebrating 61 Years

www.psts.net
CSLB # 494738
Commercial General Liability Ins.
Bonded

73 W. Carmel Valley Rd. Unit #28, Carmel Valley, 93924

• VIDEO INSPECTION OF SEWER LATERALS 

• SEWER AND STORM DRAINS CLEARED 

• HYDRO-JETTING SEWER, STORM & GREASE TRAP LINES 

• PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS FOR REMODELS  / REAL ESTATE INSPECTIONS

• GREASE TRAP PUMPING & MAINTENANCE 

• SEPTIC SYSTEMS PUMPED, SERVICED, INSPECTED, REPAIRED & INSTALLED 

•   SUMP PUMPS SERVICED AND REPAIRED

• EMERGENCY SERVICES AVAILABLE ON SATURDAY

PUMPING AND DRAIN 
CLEANING SERVICES:

MONTEREY COUNTY
831-659-2465 

Call us at 831 I 649-3363 
www.centralcoastseniorservices.com 

CA License #274700016 

Turn to us for more than caregiving. 
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Your goal is to stay at home. We can help.

At Modern Eyes Optometry, 

Dr. Maureen Hong, O.D. 

and her team is dedicated to providing 

high-quality eye care for the whole 

family. Personalized care with 

modern technology.

Proudly serving the 
Monterey Peninsula for 20 years

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

550 Camino El Estero, Suite 205

Monterey, CA 93940
moderneyesmonterey

CONTACT US TODAY TO 

SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT 

(831) 641-7848
www.moderneyesmonterey.com

JANUARY SPECIAL
Discount on comprehensive eye

exam $140 (normally $195)
with mention of this ad

Private Pay Only 
(cannot be combined with insurance)

OFFER EXPIRES 1/31/2026

planning commission in 2025, associate 
planner Jake Olander drafted an update to 
a 2016 policy on acceptable roof materials 
that could be approved over the counter, as 
long as they fall within the range of accept-
able colors. Because it calls for approval of 
metal roofs, the policy would depart from 
the residential design guideline that says, 
“metal, plastic and glass roofs are inappro-
priate in all neighborhoods.”

Olander said some residents have 
pleaded with the city to streamline 

materials, especially in light of the devas-

and he noted a local agent told him that 
roughly 80 percent of insurance carriers 

Council balks at metal roof policy — and colors are the sticking point
By MARY SCHLEY

WOULD CARMEL’S planning staff 
OK a yellow metal roof on a blue house, 
just because a shade of yellow shows up 
in the palette of “earth tones” that would 
be considered acceptable according to a 

the planning commission be involved 
every time someone wants to change a 

-
posed policy update that would streamline 
the approval process for various types of 
roofs ended with the council sending it 
back to the planning commission for fur-
ther massaging.

Based on several discussions by the 

with wood roofs, while the remaining 20 
percent would do so if the wood shake is 

-
antee of continued coverage.

“He stated that roofs with Class A 
assembly utilizing metal, composite shin-
gle, terra cotta clay tiles, slate and mem-

-
imately 20 to 25 years before a new roof 
would be required,” Olander said.

Streamlining
-

administratively by staff, resulting in 
reducing review time, permit costs and 
restrictions for appropriate alternate roof-
ing materials,” Olander said, while mate-
rials still deemed “inappropriate” would 
have to undergo review by the planning 
commission.

Acting city administrator Brandon 
Swanson said the idea behind the revision 
is to give applicants a better understanding 
of the process they would follow based on 
the type of roof they want. 

“It was a request from the planning 
commission to create a pol-
icy whereby people would 
understand if they choose a 
type of roof material, what 
path they would go down,” 
he said.

Olander suggested like-
for-like replacements, such 
as wood to wood, slate to 
slate, tile to tile, and other 
natural materials, could be 
OK’d by staff. Planners 
could also sign off on new roofs made of 
materials like slate, tile, tar and gravel, 
composite shingles, metal tiles, synthetics 
and vertical standing-seam metal roofs, as 
long as they fall within a range of accept-
able colors. 

Former councilwoman Karen Ferlito 
said the policy should contain more lat-
itude for innovative products, including See COLORS page 15A

likely to lead to the development of more 

Architect and historic resources board 
member Erik Dyar and Carmel Residents 

suggested the policy should mesh with the 
municipal code and other city documents 
to avoid confusion among applicants. 

Resident Jill Petker said her home’s gray 
comp shingle roof looks much better than 
any of the earth-tone options would, while 

her red metal roof — a color she described 
as “terra cotta” — would be allowed under 
the new guidelines. 

Light blue
Some councilmembers got hung up on 

the colors, too. Hans Buder showed slides 
of a typical Carmel-style stucco home with 
dormers and steeply pitched roofs superim-
posed with a variety of roof types and col-
ors. A dark-hued option looked acceptable 
but wouldn’t be allowed because it’s not 
an earth tone, but a light blue option could 
be approved by staff. He suggested iden-

tifying some roof-wall “safe 
harbor” color combinations 
that would be acceptable.

“My fear is in trying to 
solve a problem, this pol-
icy opens another set of 
problems which might be 
worse,” he said.

“I can’t see how any of 
these would work with the 
rest of our design guide-
lines,” agreed council-

woman Alissandra Dramov. “We need 

acceptable colors.”
Councilman Bob Delves said he is 

“entirely supportive” of revising the policy 
but agreed with Dramov regarding accept-
able colors, while councilman Jeff Baron 

A plan to solve 
one problem 
could create 
more of them
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WATER SUPPLY
Pure Water Monterey Expansion is now online.

Increased underground water storage for drought.

TOP FIVE FOR 2025

M P W M D . N E T

DOUGLAS STEAKLEY PHOTOGRAPHY

TRANSPARENCY
National award for fiscal transparency.

Ended Water Supply Charge. Sending refunds.

ENVIRONMENT
Conservation reduced water use to 1958 level.

Enhanced wildlife habitat on Carmel River.

ADVOCACY
Lobbied for lower rates at CPUC and legislature.
Recognized for outreach by industry association.

COMMUNITY
Petitioned State to lift moratorium on new meters.

Allocated water to cities for new housing & jobs.

E V E RY  I T E M  I N  STO R E  R E D U C E D

N OT H I N G  H E L D  B AC K !  P R I C E S  S L A S H E D !

WINTER 
CLEARANCE

16000 SQ FT MONTEREY SHOWROOM

UP TO

off including displayed 
Baker/McGuire furniture

N E W  S H I P M E N T S  A R R I V I N G  DA I LY

abundantly accessible for all human needs 
and uses. We connect with innovators in 
water tech, leaders in conservation, and 
experts in the evolving water needs of 
Earth and the global population to help 
us teach, advocate and advance collective 
aims of clean water abundance,” says the 
club’s mission statement. 

Its co-chairs have recruited 20 members, 

Students tackle clean water access
By LILY PATTERSON

IF YOU check into a hotel but your 
room doesn’t have water, help is just a call 
down to the front desk. But in some parts 
of the world, there’s no concierge waiting 
when precious resources fail to materialize.

The awareness dawned on Stevenson 
School senior Lauren Taylor last summer 
during a family trip to Washington D.C., 
when a brief inconvenience at her hotel 
changed the way she’d always 
thought about water. She said it 
sent her down a rabbit hole of 
online research.

“In the U.S., most peo-

resource, and we don’t appre-
ciate how necessary it is for so 
many things in our lives,” said 
Taylor.

Returning to school last 
September, she and her sister 
Caroline, a junior, founded 
the RLS Water Club, a stu-
dent-led initiative “creating 
real solutions for a water-se-
cure future.” 

“Our club envisions a 
future where clean water is 

See CLUB page 13A

Stevenson high schoolers Lauren and Caroline Taylor have in-
terviewed experts and organized field trips, like a kayak tour of 
Elkhorn Slough, to raise awareness about water issues.

PHOTO/COURTESY CAROLINE TAYLOR



12A      The Carmel Pine Cone      January 16, 2026  

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California operating under multiple entities. License Numbers
01991628, 01527235, 01527365. All material is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No
statement is made as to the accuracy of any description or measurements (including square footage). This is not
intended to solicit property already listed. No nancial or legal advice provided. Equal Housing Opportunity. Photos may
be virtually staged or digitally enhanced and may not re ect actual property conditions.

BROKER ASSOCIATE
831.915.9710

DEBBYBECKREALTOR@GMAIL.COM
DRE 01747647

SOLD | SW MOUNTAIN VIEW AT CRESPI AVE SOLD | 111 LITTLEFIELD ROAD | MONTEREY

CARMEL | 2 BD | 2 BA | 1,450 SF | $1,775,000 3 BD | 2 BA | 2,294 SF | $1,599,000

SOLD | 1252 SURF AVENUE | PACIFIC GROVESOLD | 187 SLOAT AVENUE | PACIFIC GROVE

3 BD | 2.5 BA | 1,991 SF | $3,349,0003 BD | 2.5 BA | 2,094 SF | $2,750,000

BROKER ASSOCIATAA E
831.915.9710

DEBBYBECKREALTLL OR@GMAIL.COM
DRE 017477 74 64744

SOLD | SW MOUNTATT IN VIEW ATAA CRESPI AVAA E SOLD | 111 LITTLEFIELD ROAD | MONTEREY

CARMEL | 2 BD | 2 BA | 1,450 SF | $1,775,000 3 BD | 2 BA | 2,294 SF | $1,599,9000

SOLD | 1252 SURF AVAA ENUE | PAPP CIFIC GROVESOLD | 187 SLOATAA AVAA ENUE | PAPP CIFIC GROVE

3 BD | 2.5 BA | 1,991 SF | $3,349,90003 BD | 2.5 BA | 2,094 SF | $2,750,000

Wednesday, 
January 
28th
2:30 - 3:30 
PM
The Carmel 
Foundation

Vigilant 
Minds, 
Vibrant
Lives:
When to seek help for 
memory changes

SPEAKER
SERIES

Presented by:

Chitra
Parameshwaran
Speech-Language 
Pathologist, VNA

8 Lincoln St, Carmel 
By The Sea, CA 93921

SENIOR SERVICES, INC.

CENTRAL COAST

30
YEARS

274700016

they don’t even have enough strength to 
get up on the beach. It’s a major veterinary 
challenge to turn them around. Histori-
cally, two-thirds of them either die in care 
or must be euthanized.”

Last breath
Often, the center’s staff would respond 

to a report of a stranded sea lion on a local 
beach, only to watch it take its last breath. 
The scenes have been heartbreaking. “It’s 

-
ally challenging year,” Rulli conceded.

If a sea lion with leptospirosis is found 
early enough, it is transported to the cen-
ter’s medical facilities in Sausalito, where 
it undergoes a series of tests, is treated with 

lengthy rehabilitation.
Rulli called the opening of the new 

facility last May “perfect timing” because 
its expanded capacity helped the center 
treat a record number of sick sea lions last 
year. The center also owns the facility, 
offering it a secure base on Monterey Bay 
for years to come.

The center previously operated a facility in Moss Land-
ing on land owned by Vistra Corp., which didn’t charge 
rent for the site. But eventually, the battery company 
wanted to expand, requiring the center to seek a new home.

NEW MARINE MAMMAL FACILITY TESTED BY DEADLY SEA LION DISEASE
By CHRIS COUNTS

JUST AS the Marine Mammal Center in Sausalito was 
celebrating the grand opening of its new 4,000-square-foot 

for sea mammals was challenged by the worst outbreak 
ever recorded of a deadly bacterial infection that periodi-
cally ravages sea lions. 

Known as leptospirosis, the infection causes dehydra-
tion, lethargy and often kidney failure. A common sign is 

in late summer and early fall. But last June, it struck with a 
vengeance and lasted until October, according to the cen-
ter’s Giancarlo Rulli.

Collective shock
Rulli said marine mammal researchers were startled to 

see the infections breaking out so early in the year. He also 
noted that the center treated nearly 600 sea lions suffering 

-
sided by mid-October.

“To have an outbreak last through an entire summer 
and a major chunk of fall was a collective shock,” he said. 
“By early- to mid-July, the numbers had exploded.”

The survival rate of infected sea lions is low, especially 
if the infection is advanced — which it often is by the time 
an ill sea lion is discovered. Rulli said they can survive, 
“but only if the infection is caught early enough.”

“By the time they come ashore with leptospirosis, they 

in Castroville. It is not open to the public.
The facility is expected to play a key role in supporting 

the local population of sea mammals. Rulli reported that 
more than 40 percent of the center’s patients come from 
Monterey and Santa Cruz counties. “They’re hot spots for 

See OUTBREAK page 16A

Periodically sea lions and their pups fill San Carlos Beach in Monterey. The Marine 
Mammal Center is the go-to when they get sick.

PHOTO/PAUL MILLER

CASA volunteers are 

parents, professionals, retirees—people 
who once felt too busy. They then realized 

the moments were already there: a ride 

home, a day-off visit, an evening check-in.

CASA becomes part of your life’s routine. Find 
out how you can impact the life of a child in 
foster care and juvenile justice systems. casaofmonterey.org

(831) 222-3965

I’m a Former

and a CASA
Foster Youth

Jessica M., Pacific Grove
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Andy Nygard  I  831-915-2863 
hauteshelter.com

Haute Shelter Property Management Inc. 
DRE # 02065719

Celebrate Together

Property 
Management 

Vacation Rental 
Management 

Small Event 
Properties

Sales

to know that it can be prevented if communities only have 
the resources.”

Lauren plans on a career in medicine, and Caroline 
said she has “always been interested in science and tech-
nology.” When their research introduced them to Partners 
in Health, and its work to treat the disease in a rural dis-
trict of northern Rwanda, they set up a Zoom call with 
the local medical team. One of several conversations with 
Abida Adnan, a local expert from the University of Global 
Health Equity in Butaro, features in an upcoming episode 
of the RLS Water Club’s podcast, which they said will be 
uploaded to YouTube this month.

Going deep
In kind, the Water Club hopes to have a profound 

impact over the next two years. 
The Taylors’ ultimate goal is to raise approximately 

$50,000 to purchase footwear, soap, wash bins and pumps 
to supply clean water to communities across the region. 

The rest of the money will support the construction of a 
local medical center to help treat those with the disease, 
which can be managed with topical medicines and other 
non-invasive remedies.

The Taylors transferred from a Menlo Park high school 
to Stevenson in 2024, and Lauren said the school’s unique 
location may have planted the seed even before the hotel 
faucet incident. 

“Water is so central to this area, between what’s used 
to irrigate the golf courses, and the ocean,” Lauren said, 
adding that she and her sister often participate in beach 
cleanups for community service. 

“When we presented at a school fair, we had people 
coming up and asking ‘Water Club? What’s this all about?’ 
We have students from all different backgrounds and inter-
ests, because water is such a prevalent issue here,” accord-
ing to Caroline, who said the club is reaching out to local 

close to home. 

Elkhorn Slough, and started a podcast to interview water 
experts across the environmental and public health and 
technology industries. 

They’ve also connected with Partners in Health, a 
-

coniosis, a debilitating swelling condition which can be 
prevented with proper footwear and daily washing with 
clean water. Despite affecting 4 million people worldwide, 
it’s categorized as a “neglected tropical disease” because 

Africa, South America and southeast Asia.
“Podoconiosis has been eradicated in other places,” 

including in northern Europe more than a century ago, said 
Lauren. “Learning about it lit a spark, and it aggravates me 

CLUB
From page 11A

Council urges public to 
weigh in on work list

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

IS PARKING at the top of the list of issues you’d like 
to see the Carmel City Council tackle? Economic devel-
opment? Public artwork? Higher taxes? The council will 
hold a “strategic priorities workshop” Jan. 22 to help set 
goals and identify items of greatest importance to elected 

to 3 p.m., offering ample time for constituents to drop in 
and share their thoughts, and will take place in the Carmel 
Woman’s Club across from Sunset Center at San Carlos 
and Ninth.

“This workshop will provide an opportunity for the city 
council to discuss and receive input on the city’s strategic 
priorities,” the announcement reads. “Community partici-
pation is strongly encouraged!”

The meeting will be held in a hybrid format, with par-
ticipation available in person and via Zoom, and lunch will 
be provided for those in attendance. The Zoom link will be 
posted on the agenda when it’s published online at ci.car-
mel.ca.us — click on the “meetings” tab — and written 
comments can be sent to cityclerk@ci.carmel.ca.us, with 
“Priorities Workshop Comment” in the subject line.
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1213 FOREST AVE, STE A | PACIFIC GROVE, CA 93950
(831) 646-5200 | SolarTecture.net

Lic. # 712291 General Construction B & Electrical C10

KEEP YOUR LIGHTS ON
when the grid goes down.

Call us today and see what solar powered battery backup can do for you 
and your family during power outages- as well as the day to day!

Sugar Farms
M A R K E T P L A C E

- BOUTIQUE & EATERY -

601 LIGHTHOUSE AVE, PACIFIC GROVE

*Must show ID prior to processing payment

MONDAYS  SILVER FOX DAY 55+
10% off entire purchase

TUESDAYS
$1.00 off all drinks

WEDNESDAYS  LOCALS DAY
10% off entire store & cafe

THURSDAYS  
$2.00 off all sandwiches 
& charcuterie boxes

FRIDAYS
Complimentary cup of brewed 
coffee with any pastry purchase

Shhh it’s a secret...

Locals Menu SpecialsAll New

seeking another temporary or permanent venue from 

on the Peninsula.
“We have a van with about 400 pairs of rental skates in 

it,” he explained. “We can bring the party to you. All we 

plenty of drinks and snacks.”

Diverse clientele
Troyer said they’d like a building that has room for 

a 150-feet by 65-feet skating surface, with additional 
space for seating, a snack bar, rental skate counter, and 
bathrooms.

“This would require a building at least 15,000 square 
feet,” ideally with no columns, “which is why it’s so 

It pops up, goes around in circles and needs a new home
By KELLY NIX

THE OWNERS of a pop-up skating rink in Monterey 
— which attracts hundreds of skaters every weekend — 
are seeking a new spot for the business.

Since mid-2025, Max Troyer and business partner 
Morgan Goyette have operated Monterey Skates, a tem-
porary rink in a large room at the Monterey Fairgrounds 
which offers skating for all ages two weekends per month.

“I’ve had people say, ‘I used to skate when I was a 
kid and can’t wait to bring my own kids to the rink,’” 
Troyer said. “We are getting a great response from the 
community.”

At the end of March, however, Monterey Skates is 
losing its spot in the fairgrounds’ King City Room. It’s 

He said people of all ages go to Monterey Skates, 
from little ones to older folk. It offers family skate days, 
high school and college nights on Saturdays, 18-and-over 
nights on Sundays, and other events, including lessons and 
birthday parties. Troyer said that skaters from South Mon-
terey County drive up to the rink.

The rink’s soft opening was attended by Keith Burchell, 
the owner of the former Del Monte Gardens, a Monterey 
roller skating venue that closed in 2011, and the owner of 
Water City, a rink in Marina that closed in 2020.

Prices range from $12 to $15 for a session, which lasts 
several hours. It costs $5 to rent skates, but skaters can 
bring their own pair.

For tickets and information, go to montereyskates.com.
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ANNE MARGARET BELL
Jan. 28, 1931  Jan. 10, 2026

Anne Margaret Bell passed away peacefully at Carmel Valley Manor on January 10th, less than three 
weeks before her 95th birthday.

She is survived by her loving family members including her four 
children and their spouses: Peggy Anne Bell (Mark) Platt of Pacific 
Grove, Patricia Alice Bell Selbicky of Pacific Grove, Paula Theresa Bell 
(Antonio) Ramirez of Rancho Murieta and Lawrence James (Pamela) 
Bell of Salinas. She also leaves behind two siblings: Margaret Rigdon 
de Rivera and Jonathan Rigdon, as well as 10 grandchildren and 17 
great-grandchildren. 

Anne, the oldest daughter of Col. Jonathan M. Rigdon and Alice 
Godsey Rigdon, was born on Jan. 28, 1931, at Walter Reed Hospital 
in Washington, DC. She is preceded in death by her parents; brother, 
Tommy Rigdon and sister Edith Rigdon Ursino; as well as her son-in-law, 
Michael John Selbicky and grandson, Matthew Vincent Selbicky, and 
her former husband, Robert John Bell. 

Anne grew up an Army brat in the 1930s and throughout World War 
II. The Rigdon family was stationed all over the United States as well as 
Panama and in Japan during the aftermath of World War II. As a child, 
her family was stationed in Fort Ord where she attended Sunset School 
in Carmel as well as Carmel High School from 1945-1947. In 1947 the Rigdon family transferred to Chicago, 
where Anne graduated from high school. After high school graduation, Anne returned to her beloved Carmel 
where she attended Monterey Peninsula College and obtained her AA degree. She eventually married Robert 
Bell, an old Carmel High School sweetheart. 

Anne and Bob had four children and raised them in Carmel and then in Carmel Valley. The family eventually 
moved to Corral de Tierra where Anne became a school secretary for the Washington Union School District. 
She also had the distinct honor of becoming the first woman bus driver in the district. She was known all over 
Corral de Tierra and San Benancio as the minibus driver!

Anne was always up for adventure and friends! Her passions included music, tennis and travel! 

Anne’s passion for music was evident! She played the piano and the cello. She later became a member of the 
Monterey Symphony Choir where she and other choir members were able to travel to St. Petersburg, Russia 
and perform. One of her greatest joys was to be able to participate as an audience member in the many 
wonderful Monterey Symphony concerts as well as the annual Carmel Bach Festival. 

Anne was a tennis ICON on the Monterey Peninsula! She was one of the first members of The Carmel Valley 
Racquet Club, now known as CVAC. She could be found playing doubles or singles in any given competition 
around the peninsula as well as the state. At one point she was ranked No. 8 in Northern California in the 
Women’s 50s Category. She was a fierce competitor on the courts but always a good friend afterward! 

In her many travels, Anne has journeyed to such locations as Africa, Cuba, Greece, Italy, Russia and the UK. 
Her most unforgettable travel adventures included visiting the African plains and seeing the wildlife, as well 
as journeying with her favorite traveling companion, her oldest daughter, Peggy, as they toured Paris and 
completed a cross-country trip throughout the United States. 

Carmel has always held a special place in her heart. She became politically and civically active at a local level, 
serving on several committees which included The Cherry Foundation, The Carmel Residents Association, The 
Flanders Foundation, The Alliance on Aging and, at the request of then Mayor Ken White, The Carmel Historical 
Preservation Committee and The Recreation Commission. Other political-based organizations included The 
League of Women Voters.

Even after being active both civically and politically, Anne wanted to finish college. She obtained a bachelor’s 
degree from San Jose State University in liberal studies in 1982 while working at the Pebble Beach Company. 
She eventually pursued a career in real estate where she worked with The Mitchell Group in Carmel. 

Anne was always a friend to all. Her sense of humor and friendly personality will be sorely missed by her loved 
ones. The family would like to thank all the staff at Carmel Valley Manor, as well as Central Coast Home Health 
and Hospice for their loving care. There will be a private family graveside service soon. 

In lieu of flowers, the family would ask you to kindly consider a donation in Anne’s memory
to the SPCA Monterey County — www.spcamc.org

If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised
Him from the dead, you will be saved.

Romans 10:9

God is good.

TINKER LEE DERANIAN
Tinker Lee Deranian passed away peacefully 
on Jan. 4, 2026, after living with Alzheimer’s 
disease for 10 years. Born in Tonopah, 
Nevada, on Jan. 1, 1943, to Harold and Virgina 
Ollenberger, Tinker grew up in Fresno, CA 
with three siblings. Throughout her childhood 
she reveled in sports of all kinds, an interest 
she pursued with pleasure throughout her 
life, and was an avid tennis player at Central 
High School. Tinker also met her beloved 
husband of 45 years, Paul Deranian, in Fresno.

Tinker and Paul initially lived in San Jose. 
Weekend skiing trips were her passion after 
Paul introduced her to the slopes. After 
moving to the Monterey Peninsula, Tinker 
quickly became a “golfaholic” and a member 
of Carmel Valley Ranch for 15 years, and was 
Ladies Club Champion for several of those 
years. She was also a superb tennis player and 
loved biking, hiking and any other adventure 
Paul could offer.

Fondly called a “pioneer woman,” Tinker was 
also a gifted cook and loved to knit, bake, sew, 
plan and work in her glorious gardens. 

In addition to her devoted husband, Paul, 
Tinker is survived by her daughters, Jamie 
Hodoian (Larry) of Morro Bay, Shelly Lindahl 
(Linden) of Fresno; grandson, Joshua Lindahl; 
brother, Harold Ollenberger of Brookings, 
Oregon and sister, Debra Sievers of Sun 
Valley, Idaho. She was preceded in death by 
her parents and elder sister, Patricia Snapp.

Tinker spent the last two years at Vista 
Harden Ranch in Salinas, CA, where she 
received excellent care from a compassionate 
staff of caregivers. 

A Celebration of Life for Tinker will 
be held at a later date this spring. In 

the city are also shown in brown, since their numbers will 
not change. Parcels with numbers assigned are in blue, and 
zooming in shows the last six digits of the attached APN 
— 191006 for the lot where Carmel City Hall is located, 
for instance.

The map represents a trial run and is therefore imper-
fect. For example, it misses multiple houses on a single 
lot. A property on the south side of Fifth Avenue west of 
Lincoln Street is assigned an address of 332 Fifth Ave., 
while the adjacent property to the west is assigned 502 
Monte Verde St. Those numbers are based on the orien-
tation of the homes’ front doors, but the system entirely 
misses a small house on Fifth between the two, because 
it’s on the Monte Verde Street lot. And a corner lot at 
northeast Camino Real and Ninth inexplicably has no 
number assigned.

considering its numbers to be set in stone.

Point of entry
In addition to posting the map at ci.carmel.ca.us/

which have addresses assigned based on their most obvi-
ous points of access.

“Following a review of best practices implemented by 
other cities, County of Monterey, and guidance provided 

lot addresses will be assigned based on the safest and most 

ADDRESSES
From page 1A

effective point of entry for emergency responders and pub-
lic safety,” the guide explains.

Police Chief Todd Trayer and now-retired Fire Chief 
Andrew Miller “advised that while some residences may 
have more than one entryway, the widest and most acces-
sible door is designated as the primary point of entry for 
emergency response purposes. This approach accounts for 
the size, volume, training, operational requirements, and 
best practices for public safety.”

The map also requires users to acknowledge a 

disclaimer regarding its content and use.

address group will host a walk-in session at city hall in 
council chambers on Monte Verde south of Ocean — the-
oretically, 662 Monte Verde St. — Jan. 23 from 1 to 3:30 
p.m. Community members are invited to stop by to discuss 
the proposed addressing system and other aspects of the 
changeover, which is expected to be completed in May. To 
use the map, visit ci.carmel.ca.us/street-addresses. Ques-
tions can be sent to askstreetaddresses@ci.carmel.ca.us.

questioned the point of the policy and the council’s role 
in it.

“I’m wondering how we can even legally do this,” 
he said. “We’re talking about providing alternative path-
ways for dozens of projects. This is not appropriate, this is 
something that planning has to do, or the historic resources 
board has to do, or the planning commission has to do. 
This is just not our job.”

Baron also suggested the planning commission review 
“all roof conversions,” such as a change from wood to 
composite shingles.

“Someone at the planning commission should have the 
responsibility of looking and saying, ‘This is good,’ or ‘not 

COLORS
From page 10A

good,’” he said.
Delves countered that planners, not commissioners, 

considering they have more experience and institutional 
knowledge. 

“I don’t think I can regulate staff and their judgment,”  
argued Delves, a former planning commissioner. “We 
need this path sooner than later, and this is not getting us 
there. I don’t think we’re making progress.”

Swanson suggested removing the color palette and 
sticking with the “earth tones” description. 

He also agreed with Buder’s suggestion for safe-harbor 
combinations and recommended making changes to the 
policy and running it past the planning commission before 
bringing it back to the city council for another go.

After Mayor Dale Byrne observed that doing so would 
add another couple of months to the process, the council 
decided to do as Swanson recommended.
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YOLANDA MOYA
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Transportation • Medication Reminders 

Meal Preparations • Companionship

Light Housekeeping • Hospice Care

Personal Assistant Needs • and more

Over 31 Years of Experience

24/7 Care • Excel lent References
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CHRISTOPHER LOUIS DURNEY
Sept. 29, 1949 – Nov. 20, 2025

Chris Durney, 76, passed away on Nov. 20, 

2025. A beloved brother, favorite uncle and 

loyal friend, Chris was a member of a long-

established California family with roots 

dating back to the early 1900s in both the 

Monterey, Carmel and Petaluma areas. Chris 

graduated from Monterey High School in 1967 

and spent many of his early years surfing off 

Lovers Point in Pacific Grove where he was 

nicknamed Thrasher for his unique surfing 

style.  

A lover of history, Chris devoted himself to 

preserving his family’s legacy, researching 

and documenting generations of ancestry. 

He cherished time with friends and family 

and enjoyed travel, hiking and being in nature. 

Despite living for years with chronic heart 

failure, Chris faced his illness with grace and 

good humor. Just the night before his passing, 

he was enjoying live music and cocktails with 

friends happily anticipating the holidays.

Chris devoted his career to the California state 

hospital system, caring for patients, working 

primarily the night shift and often joking that 

he was one of the few who truly stayed awake 

all night. A proud alumnus of San Francisco 

State University, he was the only member of 

his family to earn a master’s degree and was 

a devoted advocate for education, generously 

helping his niece complete college.

Chris was preceded in death by his parents, 

Janice and Alfred Durney; and his aunt, Dr. 

Mary Heyes, who encouraged his career 

in medicine. He is survived by his brother, 

Joseph Durney; niece, Jennifer Bliss (Gregg 

Bliss) and nephew Matthew Durney.

The family extends heartfelt thanks to 

Hospice of Petaluma and Springfield Place for 

their compassionate care. In keeping with his 

lifelong dedication to learning, Chris donated 

his remains to UC Davis. A memorial plaque 

will be placed at the White Family plot at 

Cypress Hill Memorial Park.

Chris leaves behind a legacy of curiosity, 

compassion and proof that staying up late, 

helping others and enjoying good music and 

company is a life well lived.

Those wishing to honor Chris are invited to 

make a donation in his name to Hospice of 

Petaluma or the American Heart Association 

— causes close to his heart in every way.

Ernestine Eaton Saunders

Mrs. Ernestine Eaton Saunders, born in Tupelo, 
Mississippi on July 8, 1934, to Mattie B. and 
William Steen Eaton, passed away at home at 
age 91 surrounded by family on Jan. 6, 2026. 
She was known to her friends as Ernie and to her 
nieces and nephews as “Aunt Teenie.”

She married her high school sweetheart, Ret. 
CDR Richard Edward Saunders, on Oct. 6, 
1956, in Memphis, Tennessee. In 1969 they 
settled on the Monterey Peninsula, after a 
nomadic Navy adventure. She managed her 
duties as a Navy officer’s wife with grace and 
raised three children lovingly. A fine athlete, she 
bowled a perfect game at the NPS bowling alley. 
But her first love was tennis. She was known 
at CVAC as “queen of the court.” She played 
until her mid-80s. She loved watching her San 
Francisco Giants, Forty-Niners and Warriors. 
When the games were on, she was not shy to 
give her coaching advice! 

She was preceded in death by her mother, father, 
two younger sisters and daughter-in-law, Lynne 
Saunders.

Ernie leaves behind her husband of more than 
69 years and three children: Michael Saunders, 
Michelle Rudolph and Sandra Wickline 
(Anthony). She also leaves five grandchildren 
and two great-grandchildren: Tyler, William, 
Matthew, Spencer, Madeline, Anderson and 
Jazmine. She is loved by many and will be missed 
by all who knew her.

SUSANNE SHARPE TYLER
Jan. 9, 1937 – Jan. 11, 2026

Pebble Beach, California — Susanne passed 
away peacefully in Pebble Beach, California, on 
Jan. 11, 2026, with family by her side. She was a 
beloved wife and mother, known for her elegance, 
intelligence and curiosity.

Susanne was an avid reader, bird watcher, 
inspired cook, trivia buff, British detective series 
devotee and well-informed on all current events. 
Her home was always filled with fresh orchids, 
succulents and seasonal blooms, reflecting her 
love and care of flowers.

Raised in Riverside, California, Susanne attended 
the University of California, Berkeley, where she 
was a member of Pi Beta Phi sorority. It was there 
that she met the love of her life, Bill, at a sorority 
picnic. Married for 67 years, their connection was 
profound. She relocated many times with her 
family as her husband completed flight training 
school and later pursued a career in insurance 
and real estate.

Two major influences in her life were her 
father, Dr. Walter E. Sharpe, and her maternal 
grandmother, Amy Vickery Bright, known as 
“Tiny Grandmother.” Amy helped raise Susanne 
while her own mother worked as a radio and 
newspaper journalist.

Susanne is predeceased by her husband, Bill. She 
leaves behind her daughters, Kathleen Wood 
(Charles), Marlene Ciatti (John) and Amy Tyler;  
as well as eight grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren.

Susanne was a member of the Junior League, 
Colonial Dames and the Casa Abrego Club in 
Monterey, California.

The family would like to deeply thank Dr. Richard 
King and Dr. Thomas Kehl as well as Shannon 
(Hospice of the Central Coast) and Ileini (Ileini’s 
Care Inc.), for their loving care.

There will be a private service for family.

stranded sea lions,” he observed. 
While the center relies on people to alert them to sick 

marine mammals — and encourages them to do so — 
Rulli urged them to keep their distance and call (415) 
289-SEAL. 

“It’s an extremely virulent disease that can be fatal to 
dogs as well,” he noted. “Call the experts.”

Celebrating its 50th anniversary this year, the center 
bills itself as the world’s largest marine mammal hospital. 
It has rescued 27,000 sea mammals since its inception. It’s 
funded by a mix of private donations — 88 percent — and 
taxpayer-funded grants, 12 percentwww. In 2025 alone, its 
hotline received 22,000 calls.

Rulli called the move of the facility to Castroville “a 

year.” He also noted that “hundreds of marine mammals 
have been brought through its doors.”

“Through it all, we remain hopeful and we know our 
work matters,” Rulli added. “We are incredibly thankful 
for the public support we receive.”

OUTBREAK
From page 12A

and Swanson and Byrne argue that getting rid of the 

the promises made in its housing element to facilitate the 
addition of 349 residential units over an eight-year period.

regional housing needs allocation in order to have more 
affordable housing options for local workforce employ-
ees,” the letter says. “Working to align business and hous-

communities on the Monterey Peninsula.”

WATER
From page 1A

Modifying the order, they say, would “allow our area 
the opportunity to have some independence in developing 
projects that work for our residents and businesses.”

5.4 million gallons
In November 2025, the city council decided how the 

new water should be allocated. The incoming 14 acre-
feet will boost the city’s share to 16.661 acre-feet, or 5.4 
million gallons, per year. The council voted to earmark 
3 acre-feet for low- and very-low-income housing and 6 
acre-feet for all types of residential uses, including acces-
sory dwelling units, but with the proviso that, “No water 
shall be allocated to a project that would both increase the 

-

Code. The remaining 2 acre-feet will go for commercial 
uses, with no additional restrictions, and 3 acre-feet for 
municipal projects.

Without much discussion, the council unanimously 
voted to send the letter.

Obituary Obituary NoticesNotices
Let us help you pay tribute to your loved one with 
an affordable obituary in The Carmel Pine Cone.
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Judith ‘Judy’ Joan Borah Kenyon
Judith Joan Borah Kenyon (Judy) passed away peacefully at 96 years old in Los Angeles on Tuesday, Jan. 6.

Judy was born in South Bend, Indiana during the Great Depression and came from a hardworking 
Czechoslovakian immigrant family. Judy attended Mishawaka High School and graduated in 1947. During 
those years Judy developed a lifelong love for joining clubs and community groups as a way to share her 
interests, build friendships and give purpose to her life. She remained close with many of the friends she met 
during that time throughout her life.

Judy was defined by her love of learning, her high standards for 
herself, and her constant desire for a better future. Upon graduating 
from high school, she was honored as salutatorian and received the 
Daughters of the American Revolution United States History Award. 
These achievements led to acceptance at Northwestern University on 
a full scholarship, an uncommon opportunity for women and the time, 
and one she often said she never could have imagined as a young girl in 
a small town during that era. 

Perseverance and independence were among Judy’s greatest strengths. 
While at Northwestern, she pursued business and accounting courses 
at a time when women were actively discouraged from doing so, once 
being told that she was taking the place of a male student who would 
“actually use these skills.” She refused to let that deter her. Although 
she did not pursue a formal business career, her studies sparked a 
lifelong passion for finance and investing. She could often be found 
reading The Wall Street Journal and Barron’s from cover to cover, and 

faithfully watching her favorite financial advisor on television, Jim Cramer from “Mad Money.” 

She was blessed to meet her husband, David H. Kenyon, one day in an accounting class at Northwestern. 
They fell in love and were married for 60 years. They moved to California and raised two children, Darryl D. 
Kenyon of Carmel and Laura B. Rosenwald of Encino. They lived in San Mateo, California and enjoyed the 
beautiful Baywood area of the city. During that time Judy worked at the Mills-Peninsula Medical Center in 
Burlingame and the San Mateo Medical Center. 

Judy devoted much of her free time to community service and advocacy. She was active in the Sierra Club, 
Planned Parenthood and the League of Women Voters, and had a strong interest in land conservation and 
wildlife protection when the Bay Area was experiencing a period of expansion and building in the 1970s and 
1980s.

After retiring, Judy and David moved to Carmel Valley, where they built deep friendships and spent many 
happy afternoons in the pool and hot tub at the Carmel Valley Athletic Club. Judy also held a leadership role 
at the Carmel-by-the-Sea Chapter of the American Red Cross and was an active member of The Carmel 
Foundation and the Carmel Woman’s Club.

Even in her later years, Judy’s curiosity and love of the world never faded. She especially liked walking along 
Carmel Beach, spending time at the Carmel library, and exploring Big Sur, finding deep enjoyment in the 
beach, books and the beauty of the California coast.

Judy taught her family many lessons and often expressed her belief that “each day is a blessing.” She valued 
an elegantly simple life centered around learning, family and community. In addition to her children, Darryl 
and Laura, she is survived by her grandchildren, Colin Kenyon, Alissa Mahoney and Natalie Doyle and Brent 
and Brooke Rosenwald and her six great-grandchildren.

Her life was marked by deep curiosity, lasting generosity and the warmth she showed others.

A Celebration of Judy’s life for friends and family will be held at Darryl and Geri Kenyon’s home at 7523 
Fawn Court, Carmel today, Friday, Jan. 16 from 5 to 7 p.m. Judy will be buried next to her husband in 

Monterey after a family service at St. John’s Chapel.

In lieu of flowers, memorial and tribute contributions may be made on behalf of Judith
to The Carmel Foundation by calling Laurel at (831) 624-1588.

HAROLD BLAKE FIRSTMAN
Harold Blake Firstman, 88, of Pacific Grove, 

passed away peacefully at home on May 7, 

2025.

Born in 1936, Harold spent his early years in 

Monterey climbing trees along Shell Avenue, 

making kites and learning to oil paint the 

ocean just one block from his home.

At age 10, he moved with his family to Southern 

California, where he attended school, worked 

in the family shoe store, and devoted himself 

to golf. By 13, his talent earned him a role 

portraying a young Ben Hogan in the 1951 film 

“Follow the Sun,” where he spent a month on 

set with his childhood golf hero. Though he 

appeared in a few other small acting roles, 

Harold always chose golf over Hollywood.

In 1953, Harold earned a full golf scholarship 

to Lamar University in Texas. He majored 

in business with a minor in studio art and 

competed with his team, winning several 

national championships. He later said the 

lifelong friendships formed during those 

years mattered far more than any trophies. 

While living in the South, he witnessed 

racial segregation firsthand, an experience 

that deeply shaped his values. Years later, a 

private club he managed became the first in 

Southern California to welcome non-white 

members.

Harold returned to California and met his 

future wife, Nancy, on a last-minute blind 

date. He knew after one evening that she 

was the one, and they married in 1960. The 

couple settled in San Diego, where Harold 

worked as a teaching professional before 

joining the PGA Tour full time. Traveling with 

two young children proved challenging, and 

after two years, when an opportunity arose 

in Monterey, Harold and Nancy jumped at 

the chance to return to the Peninsula. As 

head professional at Laguna Seca, Harold 

continued to compete, earning multiple wins 

and being named Northern California PGA 

Player of the Year in 1974. From then on, his 

oldest son Jeff affectionately referred to him 

as “the ’74 Pro.”

Around that time, Harold founded his own 

golf tournament, inviting PGA Tour friends 

to the Peninsula. The event quickly gained 

national television coverage and drew 

further attention when he introduced a 

groundbreaking format pairing male and 

female professionals in direct competition, 

described by Sports Illustrated as the first of 

its kind. The tournament later became the 

Callaway Pebble Beach Invitational.

Harold went on to enjoy a lifelong career 

directing professional golf events around the 

world, including the first Skins Game, which 

brought together Jack Nicklaus, Arnold 

Palmer, Tom Watson and Gary Player.

In the words of Harold’s grandchildren, 

“Grandpa lived a truly extraordinary life.” He 

will be remembered most for his warmth, 

humor, and kindness, and for the joy he 

found in time spent with family. Harold is 

survived by his wife, Nancy; his children, Jeff 

and Blake; his daughter-in-law, Jill; and his 

grandchildren, Hailey and Owen.

PATRICIA K. ISHIZUKA
It is with sadness that the family shares that Patricia K. 
Ishizuka, 73, passed away unexpectedly on Dec. 29, 2025. 
An admired daughter, sister and friend, Trisha, as her family 
and friends called her, was defined by determination, inde-

pendence, generosity, kind-
ness, quick wit and strength. 
She left an unforgettable 
impact on all she met. Her 
passing has left a deep void 
in many hearts. 

Born on Oct. 2, 1952, Trisha 
grew up in Pacific Grove, Cal-
ifornia, as the eldest of  four. 
Trisha enjoyed gardening, 
new adventures (kayaking to 

dog sledding to name a few), traveling, meeting new people 
and spending time with friends and family.

She is survived by her cats, Maurice and Pumpkin; her 
brother, David (Christy); her sisters, Terri (Stan) and Kathi; 
numerous nieces; a nephew and a large diverse group of  
friends. Trisha was preceded in death by her parents, John 
and Momoyo Ishizuka.

Trisha was lucky to have a large scope of  friends greater 
than her family knowledge. In lieu of  a service her family 
asks you to privately celebrate Trisha’s memory in your own 
way. 

said alcohol was not believed to be a factor in the crash.
Because the investigation remains open, the CHP has 

not cited Lauchlan.

DRIVER
From page 1A

Monterey resident and longtime CSUMB professor Seth Pollack 
was hit and killed by a car while bicycling in Pebble Beach last 
month.

available.”

information about the accident to contact the CHP Monte-
-

tips@chp.ca.gov.
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BEST of BATESEditorial

The voice of the people
IT’S HARD to imagine today, but 120 years ago, when Carmel was in its 

early stages of development, nobody had electricity.
By the time the city was incorporated in 1916, wires had been strung 

over the hill from Monterey and a few houses had electric service, but as 
late as 1925, local purveyor Coast Valleys Gas and Electric Company was 
bragging that it had “extended electric service to 800 new customers” in 

Cone advising property owners to plan ahead.
“The time to lay out your electric wiring installation is in the blueprint 

Once you had electricity in your home, Coast Valleys went on, you’d 
enjoy the comforts of, “abundant hot water, convenient electric cookery, 
clean dependable heat and labor-saving equipment in the laundry.”

We’re sure that Carmel was a charming, rustic haven before all that 
arrived. But here’s the kicker: A search of our archives reveals no oppo-
sition to the implementation of universal electric service. No one rallied 
before the city council or penned letters to the editor crying, “Keep Carmel 
dark!” Some innovations are so vital that even the most reactionary activists 
embrace them, it seems.

The same couldn’t be said for street addresses. In January 1926, as the 
city council debated an ordinance mandating house numbers “to facilitate 
the delivery of telegrams and special letters,” they learned that “a number 
of residents would refuse to display them,” according to a front-page story 
in The Pine Cone. The council set a stiff penalty: $50 or 25 days in jail. But 
just months later, they backtracked, making the system optional, and as the 
years went by, almost everyone declined to have one.

out citywide. What shifted? Public necessity — and opinion.
Needless to say, the opposition is still there.
In 2006, the late former councilmember Barbara Livingston told another 

pick up her mail, “Well, there are other places to live.” And in this week’s 
edition, a letter to the editor from a frequent visitor says it’s “shocking” to 
see Carmel lose its “uniqueness” by implementing street numbers. “It’s as 
though a few who complain outweigh all the others and force changes for 
things that otherwise endured for a century as a treasured part of the city,” 
the letter says.

But the frequent visitor misses the point. Street addresses are becoming 
a reality not because of a loudmouthed few, but because the majority wants 
them. Over time, having a number on your house has become just as much of 
a necessity as having electricity. What was once an occasional convenience 
for the delivery of “telegrams and special mail” is now an essential part of 
21st century living, not only for packages and utilities, but for emergency 
services. People are living much longer now than they did in the 1920s, and 
they want to stay healthier longer, too.

Representative democracy was invented for the purpose of settling civic 
disputes, and, “Should we have house numbers?” is a perfect example of 
one suitable for a small-town city council. Carmel’s council voted 5-0 for 
addresses, and the majority of people undoubtedly agree.

“God put me on earth to do a certain number of things, and I’m
so far behind I’ll never die.”

of our wireless ordinance. 
I don’t believe anyone is opposed to 

Verizon providing service to our commu-

community would like telecom companies 
to show respect for the historic, charming 
nature of our town and place sites, using 
the least intrusive locations as required by 
law. We don’t want the cheapest solution; 
we want the most thoughtful and aestheti-
cally pleasing solution. 

Please stand with your neighbors on Jan. 
21, for the planning commission meeting at 

support of protecting our R-1 zones from 

not towers, in our neighborhoods. 
Christy Hollenbeck, Carmel

Watch out
Dear Editor,

On Wednesday at 4 p.m. Carmel faces 
-

mission will decide whether to permit 5G 
wireless infrastructure in a single-family 
neighborhood on Carmelo Street between 
10th and 11th — a decision that could 
shape how cell towers are sited throughout 
our city.

I want better service too, but it’s import-
ant to note that wireless carriers can often 
improve coverage and capacity by upgrad-
ing existing 4G/LTE infrastructure, opti-
mizing their networks, or using less intru-
sive solutions — without introducing new 
5G sites in residential neighborhoods.

Why this matters:

Flowers not towers
Dear Editor,

For the past few years, I have been part 
of a resident group that has worked dili-
gently to get a wireless (cell tower) ordi-
nance that protects our neighborhoods. 
We have had unprecedented support in 
keeping cell tower proliferation out of our 
charming, historic neighborhoods, with 
more than 800 residents sending postcards 
in support of our efforts.

Unfortunately, Verizon has decided to 
ignore the wishes of Carmel residents and 
test our wireless ordinance by applying for 
a cell site in an R-1 (single-family) resi-
dential zone. The proposed site is on Car-
melo between 10th and 11th. They want 
to put it in front of a beautifully restored 
historic home. It would be very close to 
their window, their front door, and their 
driveway. If we allow this to happen, I fear 
it will open the door to proliferation in Car-
mel neighborhoods and negate the purpose See LETTERS page 28A

L e t t e r s
to the Editor
The Pine Cone encourages submission of let-

ters which address issues of public importance. 
Letters cannot exceed 350 words, and must 
include the author’s name and home town. We 
reserve the right to determine which letters are 
suitable for publication and to edit for length and 
clarity.

The Pine Cone only accepts letters to the 
editor by email. Please submit your letters to 
mail@carmelpinecone.com
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Dr. Derek E. N. Barkalow, MA, DC
550 Camino El Estero, Suite 103 - Monterey, CA
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with special discounts for California Care.

A Healthy Spine is the 
Foundation of a Healthy Life
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Grant Hobson
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Free Delivery Anywhere in Monterey County 
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10 West Carmel Valley Road, Carmel Valley Village

Don’t miss “Scenic Views” by Jerry Gervase 
— every week in the Real Estate Section.

the decency to let me discharge that?’”
They met in downtown San Francisco 

for coffee. After a long conversation, she 
said, he told her he thought she’d be great 
at Wells Fargo, where they were looking 
for someone to design a performance plan-
ning and review system. She interviewed 

and was hired as a consultant at $80 a 

a full-time employee tasked with training 
regional managers statewide in its use.

“They didn’t like my New York accent, 
so they hired a speech consultant to rid me 
of it. It took a long time,” she admitted.

When her new friend from Stanford 
Business School knew her contract was 
about to expire, he told her what to ask 
for when negotiating a new one. “I can’t 
ask for that. They wouldn’t pay it,” she 
objected.

“They would,” he insisted, and he 
wouldn’t let her leave until she could say, 
“I want $250 a day and I’ll work three days 
a week.” To her surprise, they agreed.

Time to move on
-

dent, then vice president and 
head of employee relations 
for Wells Fargo retail bank-
ing, helping bring branch 
managers together and 
successfully steering them 
through bank deregulation 

in the early 1980s.
Wanting a change, she took a position in 

the company marketing 401(k) retirement 
plans. “I had to learn about investments. It 
was mentally challenging and stimulating 

time, she managed more than 100 people 

The classroom was too noisy, 
but the bank was just right

I
day runner and a fourth-year high school 
guidance counselor on Long Island, N.Y. 
On summer vacation in San Francisco, she 
was spellbound watching the sun come 
up over the city on her daily run to the 
Golden Gate Bridge and back. “This is the 
most beautiful place in the 
world,” she said to herself. 
“I want to live here.”

While she was still there, 
she called the school where 
she was a counselor and 
told them she was moving 
to California and wouldn’t 
be back in September. 
Their response was, “Are 
you crazy?”

Long Island. She went to 
the State University of New 
York at New Paltz and grad-
uated in 1972 with degrees 
in psychology and elemen-

University, she completed a 
master’s in counseling edu-
cation. She knew the class-
room wasn’t for her after 
student-teaching a semester 
of second graders. 

“I don’t like noise. The 
chatter was constant. I used 
to put a pillow over my 
head for an hour to calm 
myself when I got home,” 
she confessed.

-
dents said, “You’re really 
good with people. You should give coun-
seling a try.” She took a class in the subject 
and became absorbed in it. “I really cared 
about counseling and realized how much I 
enjoyed helping kids. I loved every min-
ute,” she offered.

Murphy bed

August 1978 with no job. She unhitched 

parking lot in the Marina District and 
drove around in search of a place to live. 
“I found a little studio with a Murphy bed, 
nearby for $275 a month, and it was three 
blocks from the water. I thought I’d died 
and gone to heaven,” she said.

She discovered California wouldn’t 
accept her New York counseling creden-
tial and took a job selling calculators from 

September to December, barely making 
enough to pay the rent. A friend asked a 
director at Stanford Business School to call 

-
cial world.

“When he called, I said ‘Thank you, but 
I don’t need any help. I’m going to do this 

-
bility to my friend. Would you at least have 

semester, I’ll be teaching a specialty course 
— metalsmithing — which I’ve never 
taught. So, all of a sudden, I have to scram-
ble and create that curriculum, which will 
be an interesting experience.”

Teaching Monday and Wednesday 
classes, plus lab hours, takes up about eight 
hours each week. The rest of her time waits 
to be allocated.

As an artist, she follows her heart, pur-
suing multiple disciplines: expressionist/

impressionist-style paint-
ings and digital illustrations, 
colorful jewelry, quirky 
sculptures, and repurposing 
nostalgic found items.

“My poor parents are 
storing a graveyard of big 

1950s-vintage television sets that I’ve col-
lected,” Bettencourt laughed. She replaced 
the original screen from a Packard-Bell TV 
with an antique 18-gallon aquarium she 

“I’d love to make a series of those for 
a future exhibition,” she said. “I’ve also 

a TV-aquarium for their waiting rooms.”

Slumped glass
“Abby’s Playhouse” — another repur-

stands 5 1/2 feet tall. It’s inside a cabinet, 
giving it an arcade-game appearance.

“It’s fun, because it has this big, bulbous 
front, which has a magnifying effect on the 

A mineral-oil fountain, cast from one 
of her grandmother’s cooking pots, rains 
down on a mountain of slumped glass. The 
piece sits on her grandparents’ old coffee 
table.

Selling her work isn’t 
a priority, but Bettencourt 
does market some cus-
tom-made jewelry — col-
orful, ornate pendants, 
rings, necklaces, and other 
wearable ornaments.

“I attribute my abilities 
with small-metal arts to the 
fact that I have an organized 
mind, and that kind of art 
is very process-oriented,” 
said Bettencourt, who sits 
on the board of the Monte-
rey Bay Metal Arts Guild. 
“It starts on the computer, 
then goes through a ton of 
different stages before a 

graduating from San Juan 

School was neither art nor 
education.

“I bounced around at 
three different junior col-

what I wanted to do,” she 
said. “Originally, I was 
considering animal sci-
ence, taking chemistry and 

T
Bettencourt shares with another artist at 

she doesn’t take for granted. Beyond the 

brimming with inspiration, possibilities, 
and a future waiting to be explored.

When she was 19, Bettencourt endured 
a craniotomy to remove a brain tumor — 
benign, thankfully — followed by more 
than a year of recovery and rehabilitation. 

Today, at 34, she wakes up each morning to 
the thrill of another day to be seized.

“People ask why I don’t do more art 
about that experience. The answer is that 

the medical ordeal. “But it changed my 
perspective and my heart. I think it taught 
me that life is limited — you never know 
what’s going to happen, so you might as 
well strive for what you want and what you 
love.”

as an adjunct art instructor at Monterey 
Peninsula College, where her students 
range in age from 17 to 70-plus.

“I love it. I like being able to shepherd 
these students through the creative pro-
cess,” said Bettencourt, who also teaches 
workshops through MPC’s continuing 
education program.

‘Learning in hyperdrive’
“And learning things myself in hyper-

drive has been great,” she said. “Next 

MPC art instructor Abby Bettencourt, has a diverse body of work, 
but enjoys creating metalwork jewelry and large sculptures like 
Abby’s Playhouse, an aquarium with live fish.

PHOTO/KEITHLY BETTENCOURT

Carmel’s Artists
By DENNIS TAYLOR

Patti Hughes can look back on a successful banking career as she 
shares a quiet moment with her newest four-legged friend, Reba.

PHOTO/COURTESY PATTY HUGHES

DO NOT ADJUST YOUR TELEVISION — 
IT REALLY IS FULL OF LIVE FISH

See ARTIST next pageSee LIVES next page

Great Lives
By CARLIN JARDINE
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WITH OVER 65 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
IN THE SEPTIC INDUSTRY

•Septic System Pumping, Maintenance, Service & Inspection
•Sewer Drain Line Clearing & Hydro-Jetting

•Grease Trap/Interceptor Service & Inspection
•Storm Drain and Culvert Hydro-Jetting & Clearing

•Fully Licensed, Bonded and Insured

We can take care of all your “dirty” work
www.tomsseptic.com

831-633-2321
Lic.# 406512

Contact us at: 831-272-1030 Daniel
See our work: riveraandsonsconstruction.com
RNSGCINC@GMAIL.COM

Lic. 1058834
Bonded and insured

SERVICES
Kitchen Remodels
Bathroom Remodels
Additions
ADU
Much More.

New Construction
Driveways
Fences
Decks

LIC. 1058834

• GENERAL CONSTRUCTION •

JOIN US FOR 
FREE CONSERVATION 
WEBINARS

The Monterey Peninsula is a leader in water conservation. 
Thank you for your commitment to being water wise! 

Learn more at: 
montereywaterinfo.org/events

Tuesday, January 20
Conventional Gardens on Minimal Water
6 p.m.–7 p.m.

Tuesday, March 17
Outdoor Leaks Waste Money - Find and Fix ‘Em
6 p.m.–7 p.m.

Tuesday, February 10
Bugs? Ugh! Manage Weeds and Pests in Your Garden 
6 p.m.–7 p.m.

Join us for free, interactive workshops 
in January, February and March, presented by 

Green Gardens Group via Zoom.

organic chemistry, which were a little bit 
over my head.”

In 2014, Bettencourt took a metal 
arts class at MPC from Therese Lover-
ing-Brown, and a spark was ignited.

Fireworks
“As soon as I touched three-dimen-

-
works,” she said.

She transferred to San Jose State, earned 
a Bachelor of Fine Arts in 2018 in spatial 
arts, then enhanced her education by work-
ing as an art preparator — someone who 
handles artworks for museums and exhibi-
tions — for the Institute of Contemporary 
Art in San Francisco and Santa Clara’s Tri-
ton Museum, and as a director and curator 
for a Gilroy gallery.

“I grew up in Gilroy, then became a 
kind of tumbleweed in the 831 area code, 
living in Santa Cruz, Aptos, San Juan Bau-
tista — then all the way down to Santa 
Maria — before circling back to Monte-
rey,” she said.

“This place is a bit slower — much 
more attuned to my energy level than the 
hustle and bustle of San Jose. I tried to 

clicked.”
That tribe, it turns out, was waiting for 

her at the Monterey Bay Metal Arts Guild 

ARTIST
From previous page

and among the students she’s met as a 
teacher at MPC.

“I feel like I’m home,” she said.
After her harrowing episode with the 

brain tumor, she doesn’t believe in wasting 
time.

She aspires to open a local space com-
plete with tools and equipment — and 
affordable monthly rental fees — for 
working artists.

Ideally, it would also provide a store-
front and a gallery for subletters.

“I’m pretty driven and determined, so 
I think I’ll always have tenacity when it 
comes to my art,” said Bettencourt, who 
was recommended for the MPC teaching 
job by Lovering-Brown (now retired).

“I don’t have a master’s, so I’m incred-
ibly proud of how far I’ve gotten with just 
a bachelor’s degree,” she said. “A lot of 
people don’t do much with that.”

Bettencourt will teach a glass-enamel 

Center (568 Lighthouse Ave.) Jan. 24 from 
1 to 4 p.m. It’s limited to 10 students, from 
beginners to advanced. The cost is $75.

them onto copper, then put them in a 
kiln at 1,400-1,500 degrees,” she said. 
“It’s a really fun process, with immediate 

To register for the workshop and see 
images of or purchase Bettencourt’s art, 
visit abbyrose.art.

Dennis Taylor is a professional free-
lance writer in Monterey County. Contact 
him at scribelaureate@gmail.com.

and San Diego. In 1986, after eight years 
with Wells Fargo and just after its merger 
with Crocker Bank, Hughes decided it was 
time to leave.

At a 1987 convention in Las Vegas, 
Hughes met the CEO of 
Dodge & Cox, a highly 
regarded San Francisco 

of the oldest in the coun-
try — who was impressed 
with Hughes’ handling of 
a thorny issue the com-
pany had with Wells 
Fargo. He asked if she 
would consider working 
for them. She explained 
that she couldn’t because Wells Fargo was 
going through a merger at the time, but 
took his card.

interviewed with numerous members of 
Dodge & Cox. Three months later, they 
made an offer. She began a 26-year career 

LIVES
From previous page

in 2013. 
When she started, the company’s 

mutual fund business accounted for 10 

management.
By the time Hughes retired, that total 

had grown to $240 billion, with $200 bil-

her understanding of 401(k) plans.

I loved working there because of the ethics 
and the values of the people I 
worked with. It’s made a huge 
difference in my life,” she said.

Many loves
Hughes and her husband, 

John, a leasing agent for Bank 
of America, were married in 
1993, and in 2007, they bought 
a second home in Carmel 
Woods. He died a year later 
after a fall in the Grand Can-

yon, and Hughes moved here in 2019.
In 2016, she met and became best 

friends with retired lawyer Bob Lanzone 
and his wife, Barbara.

A year after Barbara passed, Hughes 
and Lanzone began spending time together, 
dated, and vacationed in Paris, where Bob 
proposed. They married in December 

2025.
That same year she was asked to be on 

the board of Animal Friends Rescue Proj-

expertise, Hughes brings a deep love and 
passion for animals to the organization.

“A number of people have told me they 
would love to come back as one of my 
dogs,” she said, “I cook for my dogs every 
day without fail and walk them twice every 
day. I carry them if they’re tired or too old 
to keep up.”

Two of her companions, Sophie and 
Jazzy, were with her for most of their lives 
until they died. In the October 2021 Pine 
Cone, Hughes saw a picture of Aspen, 

a blind shih tzu at Peace of Mind Dog 
Rescue.

“I thought I might be able to have her 

her home. She was with me for two years 
before she passed. Sadly, her eyes couldn’t 
be helped,” she explained.

Reba, a Havanese/shih tzu mix, and her 
husband’s Duffy — a Havanese — are the 

At Dodge & Cox, it was always about 
honesty and doing a good job, taking care 
of their clients as well as their employees. 
It’s a philosophy that runs deep in Hughes’ 
dealings with work, people and the ani-
mals she shares her life with.

clude Selig from holding a massage license 

During 2022, Jane Does 1, 2, 3, and 4 each 
received massages from Selig. During the 
massages of Does 1 and 4, Selig touched both 
women’s breasts and vaginas, making skin-
to-skin contact. During Doe 3’s massage, 
Selig touched her breasts, also making skin-
to-skin contact. Selig began to touch Doe 2’s 
breasts, but she was able to stop him once she 
realized his fraudulent intent. No penetration 
or forcible restraint occurred during any of 
the incidents. When Selig touched the vic-
tims, he did so during the course of the mas-

GAVEL
From page 4A

sages to fraudulently make them believe the 
contact was a legitimate part of the massage.

A masseur or masseuse should not touch a 
person’s breasts or genitals during a massage. 

-
fornia Business and Professions Code section 
4609 states it is a violation of the act for a 
masseur or masseuse to massage the genitals 
or anal region of any person, or to massage 
female breasts without both the written con-
sent of the person receiving the massage and 
a referral from a licensed California health- 
care provider.

In addition to Monterey County Sheriff’s 
deputy Worden and then-deputy Guevera, the 
prosecution was assisted by district attorney 
investigator Rachel Maldonado. The Does 

victim advocate Kristin Peterson.

‘I loved working 
there because of 
the ethics and 
the values’
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A dozen clients helped and more than 
sold in 2026 — in Carmel alone.

Boutique Service. Local Experts. Compass Technology.

831.297.2388
DRE 01880765

831.915.8030
DRE 02127946

831.595.0009
DRE 02074629

*Per MLS data for Monterey County 11/05/2025. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number
01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price,
condition, sale, or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Our dedicated, boutique service led us toward a successful 2025 characterized by
growth and new records — in Carmel and beyond. Want to know how to leverage
our expertise to your advantage in 2026? 

BUYER REPRESENTED BY

11  Ave 2 E of Torres St, Carmel  |  2 BD  |  1 BA  |  1,319 SF  |  $1,962,000th

Represented Buyer

BUYER REPRESENTED BY

Boys & Girls • PreK-Grade 8 • Monterey, CA 

Preparing 
students to 
lead lives 
of meaning 
and purpose.
Stellar academics. 
Values-based education. 
A campus designed for discovery. 

Learn more at our 
January 19 Open House.
Register at santacatalina.org

Maschmeyer said Packer received no “severance pack-

in the state and ordered it to restrict spending growth to 

-

SUES
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-

country to open an auto shop and put his sons to work 

-

-

-

The legacy

-

know he has both a passion 

-

-

No major changes

-

-
-

-

FINALDI
From page 6A

‘A car guy 
with a passion 
and a heart for 
this event’
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Carmel Youth Center
January 30th, 2026
5:00 PM – 8:00 PM

Join our Post 512 Family
for an afternoon

of remembrance as we

CELEBRATE THE LIFE OF

M ARCH 30, 1966 -  JANUARY 3, 2025

2026Jan 24
1:00 - 5:00

Let’s come together for a 
potluck-style gathering! 

Please bring along all of his favorite 
comfort foods.

A M E R I C A N  L EG I O N  P O ST  5 1 2
C A R M E L -BY-T H E - SE A

assessment in November 2025 that fore-
casted an $18 billion funding gap that 
would balloon to $35 billion in subsequent 
years if not closed. On Monday, Petek 
released a biting response warning the 
governor’s budget could put California in 

“Several historically reliable signs sug-
gest the stock market is overheated and at 
high risk of reversing course into a down-
turn in the next year or so,” the report 
reads. “Should a stock market downturn 
occur, income tax revenues would fall con-
siderably. These risks are severe enough 
that not incorporating them into this year’s 
budget, as the governor proposes, would 
put the state on precarious footing.”

In case the administration does have it 
wrong, the draft budget is careful to note 
that it is just that — a draft. “A down-
turn in the market is one of the top risks,” 
acknowledged Stephenshaw. 

Typically, the Legislature would spend 
the next four months going through the 
details, and in May the governor will 
release his revision in time for the two 

constitutional deadline.

Plenty of new spending
Aside from his differing view on where 

the market is headed, Petek’s bone to pick 
with Newsom’s budget is the proposal to 
spend more without adding new taxes.

“There are no additional taxes in this 
budget and no big fee increases that are 
part of the budget proposal at this point,” 
said Stephenshaw on Friday. When it 
comes to new spending, the administration 
is largely limiting increases to those driven 

an additional 8.7 percent out the door. No 
other revenue sources are offered to cover 
the additional $600 million in expendi-

argues California is already spending too 

BUDGET
From page 1A

much.
The legislative analyst noted the 

$18 billion funding gap it predicted last 
November was based, in part, on the state 
going over budget the last six months. 
The report went on to point out that short-
falls have become a chronic problem and 

forecast was “the most negative one since 
the Covid pandemic.” 

Show me the money
Newsom’s economic boon — if it pans 

out — would be a great way for him to end 
his governorship and take the leap to presi-
dential candidate, and he’d be well advised 
to thank California’s uber-wealthy on his 
way out.

The Golden State’s budget relies heav-
ily on its golden geese, with the top 1 per-
cent of earners providing approximately 
45 percent of the personal income tax 
revenue in the state. According to Stephen-
shaw, $36.7 billion of Newsom’s projected 
$42.3 billion revenue increase is expected 
to come from personal income tax.

Zeroing in on the 2026-2027 forecast, 
Newsom’s team is estimating $9 billion 
more in revenue than anticipated based on 
the current strength of the economy. Actual 
numbers won’t be known until more reve-

April. For years, California’s progressive 

revenues that are almost entirely depen-
dent on the state of the economy. 

“We know that building a strong foun-
dation for the future requires responsible 
budgeting that brings stability to Califor-
nia’s naturally volatile revenue system,” 
said Monterey Peninsula representative 
and Senate Budget Committee Chair 

this proposal, state budget reserves would 
increase to $23 billion, which will pro-
vide an important buffer against future 
uncertainty.” 

Laird said the Legislature has its work 
cut out for it and would be spending the 

print — hopefully with their rose-colored 

glasses off.
The governor’s optimistic outlook relies 

heavily on the AI-driven economy staying 
strong and continued investor enthusiasm 
in the new technology. In his State of the 
State address, Newsom was careful to 
warn lawmakers about overregulating the 
AI industry this year, while also praising 
the guardrails legislators put on the tech-
nology last session.

“The bottom line is the tech genie is out 
of the bottle. The question is not whether 
change is happening, it’s what values 
will guide us into this new frontier,” said 
Newsom.

The governor also said the industry 
represents the greatest peril or the great-
est promise to jobs, the economy and our 
way of life. Based on his budget proposal, 
Newsom is leaning toward promise.  

Past promises
Those inclined to accept Newsom’s 

optimistic view would do well to remem-
ber the last time he painted a picture of 
California in the gravy. In 2022, as the 
state’s economy began to recover from 
the pandemic recession and state coffers 

Newsom touted a $97.5 billion surplus. 

Thinking the revenue was permanent, law-

the form of healthcare and income support 
services. As it turned out, the windfall 
wasn’t lasting, and year-over-year over-

so worried about.
The progressive wing of Newsom’s 

party and several key unions would like 
to keep those services and pave over any 
funding gaps with new taxes. The one 
getting the most attention is the National 
Union of Health Care Workers’ wealth tax. 
The proposed measure has yet to qualify 
for the ballot but would impose a one-time 
5 percent tax on the assets — not income 
— of California’s billionaires. Newsom is 
vehemently opposed to the idea, saying it 

The scheme has been in the political 

a run at the White House, but apparently 
that’s not the type of presidential candidate 
Newsom plans to be. If Petek’s analysis 
holds, the rubber will meet the road for 
Newsom’s budget in May, and the gov-
ernor will have to offer up something to 

will join homelessness and housing short-
ages on the list of things Newsom won’t 
want to talk about on the campaign trail.

and effectiveness, they developed and 
deployed a top-down method that involved 
excavating from above the slide, remov-

drills and remote-controlled equipment, 
and surveyed the site from the ground and 
with drones.

repairs are on track to cost taxpayers $82 
million.

Millions lost

-
rey and San Luis Obispo counties.

“Reopening Highway 1 reconnects 
travelers with an extraordinary coastal 
journey,” said See Monterey President and 
CEO Rob O’Keefe. “Now more than ever, 
it’s part of our collective role to protect and 
preserve this coastline by traveling safely 
and responsibly, with care for the land, the 
road and the communities that make it so 
special.”

HIGHWAY
From page 1A

driver for the state, and the prolonged 
closure had major economic impacts on 
regions to the north and south and on the 
businesses that rely on people taking the 

the closure resulted in $438 million in lost 
visitor spending across San Luis Obispo 
and Monterey counties and the State of 
California.

“The highway’s full reopening to travel 
between Cambria and Carmel revives 
a vital economic lifeline for local busi-
ness owners and residents,” Caltrans said 
Wednesday.

“It feels like a success on three levels,” 
Drabinski told The Pine Cone Thursday 
morning. “One, that the work was accom-
plished safely. Two, that we left behind a 
stable slope above the roadway. And three, 
this reopens the vital economic lifeline for 
residents and businesses along the coast.”

-
merce president and owner of Nepenthe, 
said it’s hard to overstate the costs and 
challenges associated with a closure of 
such a long duration.

“The impact of Highway 1 reopening 

for the businesses south of Regent’s Slide 

See REOPENING next page
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Sponsored by The Institute for Poetic Medicine

This event is provided free of charge. We welcome a donation if you are able to give. 
For more information: info@poeticmedicine.org

To register, visit URL or scan the code:

bit.ly/lupita-at-hidden-valley

MONDAY, 
JANUARY 19, 2026

3:00-5:00 P.M.
Hidden Valley 

Institute of the Arts
104 W. Carmel Valley Road, 

Carmel Valley, CA

Lupita McClanahan is a Diné Elder 
from Canyon De Chelly in Arizona. 
She was raised in secrecy by her clan’s 
medicine people so that she could 
avoid the boarding schools and keep 
her culture alive. 
She is perhaps one of the last 
indigenous people in the American 
Southwest raised in the traditional 
way, by traditional elders, who still lies 
on her ancestral land.

Lupita McClanahan 
a Diné Elder from Canyon De Chelly, Arizona

Will Offer a Talk and Conversation:

The Path to Hozho-Teachings
of the Beauty way in Difficult Times

Lupita will speak on these things:
•  What it means to live on ancestral
    land
•  Building a bridge between modern
    and indigenous culture
•  Developing a relationship with 
    Mother Earth and Father Sun
•  Navigating the uncertainty of our 
    current times in a beautiful way
•  Appreciating that living the Beauty 
   Way is about living in balance
•  Welcoming questions

HEAD AND NECK PAIN
A CHIROPRACTIC MESSAGE

from Dr. Steven MacDonald, D.C.

Dr. MacDonald’s specialty is the Cervical Spine 
and Skull alignment. The skull and the cervical spine 
(Cranial-Cervical segment) must be in alignment to 
keep the rest of the body in balance. This section of the 
spine houses and protects the most important area of 
the central nervous system-the brain and brainstem. 
There are also so many life forces housed here, often 
called the mouth of God where the skull meets the 
cervical spine. The nervous system, Cerebral spinal 
fluid, circulatory system must be able to flow freely 
here to keep us healthy. Head and neck injuries and 
stress can misalign this area and interfere with these 
systems. Old and new injuries can hurt this spinal 
alignment and then be the cause of many of the symp-
toms people have today and distort posture later in 
life. Headaches can occur, balance problems, middle 
ear problems, neck and shoulder pain, mid and low 
back pain, poor memory, brain fog, blurred vision, 
speech, mood, depression, numbness and tingling, 
constipation, Fibromyalgia and Chronic Fatigue. Cra-
nial-Cervical misalignment can hurt every system in 
the body. It’s not something to take lightly. 

The NUCCA UPPER CERVICAL system of chi-
ropractic can gently and specifically treat the Crani-
al-Cervical spine to be of help to all problems people 
can experience. This treatment can also correct full 
spine, pelvis and leg length imbalances.

The NUCCA chiropractic care entails a 3- dimen-
sional x-ray evaluation and analysis to determine spe-
cific spinal misalignment measurements, so that the 
proper gentle adjustment can be given. 

The goal of treatment is to offer relief from the 
problems many experience. Treatment can help a 
person be healthier and more active. This care should 
be part of any other care one receives for their health 
care.

Steven N. MacDonald, D.C.

Board Certified * NUCCA *

831.375.9528

718 Lighthouse Ave., Suite A,

Pacific Grove

www.drmacnucca.com

Pacific Grove Advanced Chiropractic

in Monterey County and northern San Luis Obispo County 
— Treebones, Gorda, Ragged Point Inn and the San Sim-
eon business community — as they saw their business 
levels reduced by 50 percent or more due to the closure,” 

Treebones Resort, which offers a “premier glamping 
experience” about two hours south of Carmel, called the 

REOPENING
From previous page ordeal for residents and businesses on the South Coast 

are incredibly relieved and grateful that our lifeline to 

chains, mail delivery, trash service, jobs and schools, and 

family and 32 employees, welcoming back guests from 
the north and receiving supplies regularly will feel like a 

Homes and livelihoods
Each protracted closure of the South Big Sur Coast 

winter closure at Julia Pfeiffer Burns State Park, brought 

“But a constant has been an immediate reduction in 
about 30-to-35 percent of visitation to the Big Sur Coast 

-
sure was north of the Big Sur business community, such as 

Diane Ramey, co-owner of Ragged Point Inn and 
Resort, said the business is thrilled with the long-awaited 

“Visitors from the north and south can once again expe-
rience one of the world’s most spectacular scenic drives,” 

committed through this challenge and are excited to wel-

“created real and lasting hardship, cutting off access and 

The reopening of the highway “means restoring jobs, 
reviving local businesses, and reconnecting people to their 

more winter rains are likely ahead, “so at Regent’s Slide 
and other locations along the coast, we can expect to clean 

full trip from Cambria to Carmel, and we ask drivers to 
adjust their driving to the winding and curvy conditions,” 

Library community night
PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

T
-

ture journalist, author and Columbia University professor 
-

spondent Marco della Cava discussing “Journalism, Truth, 

The duo “will explore the power of language in jour-
nalism and its essential role in protecting democracy, pro-
moting truth and giving voice to the unheard,” according 

-

his decades-long career in academia and journalism, offer-
ing a profound look at how the words we choose, and the 
truths we tell, can shape public consciousness and civic 

Award winners

-

University Graduate School of Journalism for nearly 30 

European bureau in London and had his work submitted 
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“In the 4th quarter, the Pebble Beach marketplace 
outperformed seasonally adjusted averages with 31 
sales for a total of $102M. Worth noting there were 5 
off-market sales in Q4 as razor thin inventory levels 
were outpaced by demand – especially in the MPCC 
sub-market. On a broader scale, 2025 recorded 
112 total sales, exceeding 2024’s totals by 22% - 
underscoring consistent demand despite a more 
selective Buyer environment. 

As anticipated, the majority of buyers came from the 
Bay Area (31%), followed closely by locals relocating 
(28%). The other key buyer markets included 
Southern California (14%), San Joaquin Valley and 
Texas (both at 10%). This mix continues to reflect 
Pebble’s dual appeal as both a primary residence 
market as well as a lifestyle investment for out-of-
area Buyers. 

Nic Canning

Pebble Beach Specialist

4Q 2025  | Market Update
Pebble Beach

Active inventory declined 32% quarter-over-quarter, 
a typical fourth-quarter pattern, as homes are pulled 
from the market during the holidays. In practice, this 
creates a more focused environment where serious 
buyers are watching closely, even if activity appears 
muted on the surface. 

One trend that appeared consistent throughout this 
quarter was how quickly well-positioned properties 
captured attention—even in a quieter season. As we 
move into 2026, early indicators suggest a similar 
dynamic: limited inventory, patient buyers, and 
opportunities emerging for sellers who prepare 
thoughtfully ahead of the spring market rather than 
reacting to it.” 

Mike Canning | Jessica Canning | Nic Canning | Nancy Canning | Ellen Armstrong |  Anita Jones | Caroline Garcia 

team@canningproperties.com | 831.238.5535 | CanningProperties.com

© 2026 Sotheby’s International Realty. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark and used with permission. Each Sotheby’s International Realty office is independently owned and 
operated, except those operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. All offerings are subject to errors, omissions, changes including price or withdrawal without notice. Equal Housing Opportunity. Mike Canning DRE: 
01004964, Jessica Canning DRE: 01920034, Nic Canning DRE: 01959355, Ellen Armstrong DRE:02046046, Anita Jones DRE: 01926760,Unlicensed Assistants: Nancy Canning & Caroline Garcia.

The
#1 TEAM in 2020, 2021, and 2022

TOP 10 TEAM for Sotheby’s International Realty Nationwide for 9 years

Scan the QR Code to View the Full Report

Gem Cove
1494Cypress.com

Golf Front Estate with Ocean Views
3426-17MileDrive.com

Ocean View. Prime Location.
1565Riata.com

Where Elegance Meets Legacy
1500Viscaino.com

Featured Pebble Beach Listings
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Peninsula Sports
By DENNIS TAYLOR

assists per game — will miss the season with a knee injury, 
a major loss.

But the new roster includes nine letter-winners, among 
them the Mission Division’s Offensive Player of the Year, 
Kobie Crutcher, who averaged 16.2 points, 4.8 rebounds, 
3.8 assists, and 3.1 steals as a freshman.

“She’s better this year in a lot of ways, particularly in 

Crutcher, frequently double- or triple-teamed by 
opposing defenses, returned to the team with more poise, 
maturity, consistency, and positivity, “even when things 

All-Mission point guard Jessie Chen (10 points, 2 

CHS, Stevenson, Catalina anticipate success in postseason hoops
THE PRESENT is aglow for girls basketball teams 

at Carmel, Stevenson and Santa Catalina, but the future 
looks brilliant for all three schools, who head into their 
division games with good reason to believe they’ll still be 
in it when the playoffs arrive — even with rosters over-
populated with underclassmen.

-
letic League’s second-highest circuit — the Mission 

Division — and 20-6 overall, including a Central Coast 

year with a promotion to the big-school Gabilan Division, 
despite a roster that includes seven players who are soph-
omores or freshmen.

Carmel High has depth, with at least 10 athletic players 

on the team that went 8-14 overall in a rebuilding season.
And after enduring a 1-18 season a year ago, Santa 

Catalina opened the current year with a 4-1 record — 3-1 

year team. Their nine-player rotation features two fresh-
men, two sophomores, four juniors and a senior.

Key Pirate is injured
Stevenson prepared for its move into PCAL’s tough-

est division with 10 preseason games that resulted in a 
6-4 start. As of Wednesday, the Pirates had an 8-5 overall 
record, 2-1 in the division.

“We’re young, but I really like our group. They com-

coach Justin Clymo.
The bad news is that 6-foot junior Peyton Sanchez — 

All-Mission a year ago with 8.1 points, 6 rebounds, and 2 Continues next page

(Above) Stevenson guard Kobie Crutcher, the Mission Division’s Offensive 
Player of the Year in 2025, can expect to be double- and triple-teamed 
at times this season in the Gabilan Division. Sophomore Morgan Varney 
(left) , Carmel’s fastest player, excels at defending the passing lanes and 
can play either guard position for the youthful Padres. 

PHOTOS/KERRY BELSER

assists, and 1.7 steals as a junior) stabilizes the attack as 
a reliable ballhandler and tenacious defender and is a top 
scoring threat.

-
ford-bound Shanghai native, who also plays tennis, runs 

Third-year varsity player Ashley Dalhamer, a junior, is 
a 5-9 forward whose strengths are rebounding, defense, 
and 3-point shooting.

is an all-around talent whose 2026 statistics include 7.2 

After 45 Wonderful Years...
I’m Retiring!

Nomads Fine Rugs
486 Alvarado St., Monterey, California

( 831) 373 1009

Serving the Monterey Bay 
community has been one of 
the greatest joys of my life. 
I’m deeply grateful for all the 
friendships, memories, and 
support over the years.

Come say hello and find 
hundreds of fine handmade 
rugs — new and antique, in 
every size and color — now 
offered at huge retirement 
discounts.

Nomads 
Retirement 
SALE
All Rugs 

50        %
 OFF

Feb 2 - 7:30pm
GOLDEN STATE THEATRE Monterey, CA

Tickets: (831) 649-1070

THE MUSIC & LEGACY OF THE

WITHWITHWITHWITH

Buy Online: EaglesTributeShow.com

@EaglesTributeShow

This group of master musicians hold their position 
as the definitive Eagles tribute group. 
–Roger W Morgan , The Legend 105.9 FM  - Coos Bay, OR
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See SPORTS next page

#Tapas!
A Happy Hour     Beyond Compare.

D E L I G H T F U L L Y  A L F R E S C O

T R Y  O U R N E W

Tapas Happy Hour &  
Mid-Week Specials
4:30 - 6:00pm daily

Adjacent to the Casa Munras Garden Hotel & Spa | 700 Munras Avenue, Monterey
Reservations Recommended | 831-375-0176 | estebanrestaurant.com

~ MONDAYSTHURSDAYS ~
FOR MONTEREY COUNTY LOCALS & MILITARY

OPEN DAILY AT 10:30AM
Reservations:
FishHopper.com or
831 3728543
700 Cannery RowProprietors Chris Shake and Sabu JR Shake

Must present Monterey County or Military ID.
Parties of 8 or less. Not valid holidays or during holiday periods.

~ FISH & CHIPS $20
~ LINGUINI & CLAMS $20
~ BUTTERNUT SQUASH 

RAVIOLI $20
~  PRAWNS SCAMPI 

MONTEREY $22
~ PARMESAN CRUSTED 

CHICKEN $23

~ SKIRT STEAK $23

~ BROILED SALMON $23

~ GRILLED SANDDABS $23

~  ASIAN STYLE 
BABY BACK RIBS $23

~  MONTEREY BAY 
CIOPPINO $25

CHOICE OF ENTRÉE, CLAM CHOWDER OR SALAD & CHEF’S DESSERT

SKIRT STEAK

3 COURSE MEALS STARTING AT $20

~Voted Best LOCALS MENU

1-800-GAMBLER • GEGR-000379, GEGR-000359, GEGR-000383 GEGR-000376 GEGR-000375

THE MARINA CLUB CASINO ENSURES THE SAFETY AND SECURITY OF ALL GUESTS AND TEAM MEMBERS AT ALL TIMES, WHILE PROVIDING EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE.

WHERE MONTEREY COMES TO PLAY

204 CARMEL AVENUE • MARINA, CA • 831-384-0925 
www.CASINOMONTEREY.com

• 1,500 SQ. FT. OF GAMING

• 3 CARD POKER   

• BLACKJACK

• TEXAS HOLD’EM

• PAI GOW

• FULL BAR

Just minutes from
Downtown Monterey

Why travel when you can
play in your own backyard.

REINDOLLAR

HILLCREST

CARMEL

PALM

D
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N
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LV
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MARINA

2.5 steals. At 5-10, she’s also emerging as 
a shot-blocker.

Point guards for the Pirates have been 
Crutcher (3.6 assists) and Chen (2.0), but 
freshman Anna Bates (1.9), junior Audrina 
Malate, and sophomore Maria Hall (1.4 
each) also handle the ball well.

“Maria Hall is a Division I softball 
prospect who moonlights as a basketball 
player,” Clymo said. “Her competitiveness 

and her presence as a stabilizer really show 
up.”

Other talented 10th graders include 
varsity veterans Caroline Bufkin (“a 
vocal leader”) and Periyanna Luckett, a 
“defensive pest” who can shoot from long 
distance, plus JV promotee Raina Patel 
(“loves competing … sticks her nose in 
there”). Clare Brandler, who built her bas-
ketball IQ with two JV seasons, is an ath-
letic junior vying for playing time.

Senior leaders include defensive stand-

From previous page out Molly McAfee (“one of our best shoot-
ers when she gets hot”), Amaya Chadha 
(“brings positivity and energy”), basket-
ball newcomer Lucy Aiello, who plays 

-
nah Sow (“great teammate, fourth year in 
the program”).

“We’ve got 16 players — 13 are three-
sport athletes, three are two-sport kids,” 
Clymo said. “Ten of them are in our rota-
tion, and we’re still experimenting with 
our starting lineup.”

Similarly, Carmel coach Alan Shipnuck 
says he has 11 girls capable of making 

action in every game so far — and he’s still 

The Padres were 5-9 overall, 1-3 in the 
Cypress Division through Wednesday.

The most challenging position on the 

talented freshman Ella Cleary, “a really 
special player,” Shipnuck said. “She has 
incredible court vision. Nothing brings her 
more joy than making a beautiful pass to 
a teammate, and she lives for basketball.”

Varsity newcomer Creedence Stiebel, a 
senior co-captain, has emerged as an all-
around offensive threat who can attack the 
basket or pop from 3-point range.

“We created optional open gyms in 
spring and fall, and Creedence almost 
never missed an opportunity,” Shipnuck 
said of Stiebel, a power forward at just 5-5. 
“She really wants to make her senior sea-
son count.”

Senior co-captain Rainn Nachbar, the 
team’s tallest veteran at 5-10, is a formida-
ble inside force.

The sophomore class includes Mor-
gan Varney (“always the fastest kid on 

-
ket, excels at defending the passing lanes 
and plays both guard positions, 5-7 power 
forward Grace Grahl (“strong rebounder, 
likes contact, best on our team in blocking 

-

Senior guard Jessie Chen, Stevenson’s “silent 
assassin,” is a stellar defender, playmaker, and 
double-digit scorer for the Pirates, who will play 
in the rugged Gabilan Division this season. 

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER
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www.carmelmission.org

Journey to the heart of Carmel ...
where it all began

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
 5:30 p.m. 5:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY MASSES SUNDAY MASSES
 9 a.m.  9 a.m. andand 11 a.m.  11 a.m. 
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St. John’s Chapel Del Monte

1490 Mark Thomas Drive, Monterey, CA 93940
831-375-4463 • stjohnschapel.com

The Rev. Dr. Richard Miles          1928 Book of Common Prayer
HOLY COMMUNION AT 10 A.M. SUNDAYS

Established 1891
All Saints’ Episcopal Church
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Sunday Worship
10 a.m.

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

Lincoln Street and 7th Avenue • Carmel-by-the-Sea
churchofthewayfarer.com • 831-624-3550

ALL are WELCOME 

Church of the Wayfarer
United Methodist

COME FOLLOW ME

Chapels and Services
1 Skyline Forest Drive, Monterey

10 am
12:30 pm (single adults)

1024 Noche Buena St., Seaside
10:30 am
1 pm (Tongan)

QUESTIONS?
(408) 708-8800
www.comeuntochrist.org MONTEREY STAKE

One way to grow 
closer to Christ is to 
attend church. There 
are so many reasons 
to join our Christian 
community.
Come join us and see.

Email
Anne@carmelpinecone.com

to be included in this directory

3152 Forest Lake Road, Pebble Beach

churchintheforest.org

Special Music 9:45 am
Worship Service 10:00 am
Complimentary Pebble Beach Gate Entrance

on the
Stevenson School Campus

Church
in the

Forest

Preaching this Sunday
Rev. Dr. Mike Harbert

“God Is Our Sure Foundation”

Worship
CARMEL ~ CARMEL VALLEY ~ MONTEREY 

PACIFIC GROVE ~ PEBBLE BEACH ~ SEASIDE

VICTORIUS offers a thoughtful, diverse selection of leading 
ladies fashions and accessories to enhance a woman’s unique 

style in a friendly, comfortable environment. 
Come in and be delightfully surprised and receive 
10% OFF your purchase by mentioning this ad!

Nic + Zoe
MARBLE
HOBO

Habitat

Lysse
NYDJ

local artisans and more!

BESTBEST
HouseHouse

CleaningCleaning 
6 Years!6 Years!

So Many Dust Bunnies,
So Little Time

• Experienced

• Professional

TWO GIRLS 
FROM CARMEL

BONDED HOUSECLEANING
SPECIALISTS

831-626-4426
TwoGirlsFromCarmel.com

Offering a 
personal and 

friendly touch
for 30 years

ani Sagin (“defensive stopper, nice 3-point shot, handles 
the ball like a point guard”), who has played four positions 
this season.

Standout juniors are co-captain Eliana Sogge (“great 
volleyball player who is learning how to get to the bas-

and Ella Grahl, a 5-2 guard (“probably the best rebounder 
in the county, pound-for-pound”) who grabbed nine 
rebounds against Monte Vista Christian.

Varsity newcomer Delilah Herro (“stud running back 

ever seen”) takes pride in her defense but has untapped 

scoring potential, Shipnuck said.
Juniors include Jenna Silveira, who can handle the ball 

and contribute as a 3-point threat, and 5-10 Maya Stein-

A turnaround at Catalina
Second-year Catalina coach Carlos Ostos is marveling 

at the remarkable turnaround of a program that lost all but 
one game a year ago. The Cougars are off to a 4-1 start, 3-1 
in the Santa Lucia Division through Wednesday.

His starting lineup features three captains — senior 
Olivia Vasquez, a 5-4 shooting guard (“good maturity, 
strong understanding of the game and her role on the 

and leadership skills”), and 5-7 power forward Ryoni Joshi 
(“rebounds, scores points, very serious about her role as a 
leader”).

SPORTS
From previous page

Sophomore Lydia Ostos, a second-year starter, is a 
scoring threat as a 5-7 shooting guard and is physically 
stronger this year, capable of defending bigger players and 
going under the basket for rebounds.

Strength under the hoop
The center position is shared by freshman Minh Vi Le, 

a tough rebounder who also can play power forward, and 
5-10 sophomore Chloe Wigdahl, who broke out with 8 
points and 12 rebounds in Catalina’s second game of the 
year.

Junior Lydia Derbin, a third-year player, is a fast, 
strong, aggressive shooting guard.

Another junior, Christina Vogel, is a 5-5 point guard 

freshman Khloe Koontz, 5-8, adds depth to the small for-
ward spot.

“Our philosophy is more team oriented and we’re 
building more chemistry,” said Ostos, who has added 
Santa Catalina senior Dina Ding as a student coach. Ding, 
the starting center a year ago, is out of athletic eligibility 
but has a positive impact on the mindset of the team, Ostos 
said.

Santa Catalina plays at home against Trinity Christian 
at 5:30 on Tuesday. Carmel hosts Everett Alvarez at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday. Stevenson has road games Friday at Sole-
dad and Tuesday at Salinas, then hosts at home at 7 p.m. 
Thursday against Watsonville.

After a 1-18 season a year ago, key players in Santa Catalina’s 
4-1 start this year include freshman Minh Vi Le, No. 21, senior Ol-
ivia Vasquez, 3, and junior Chloe Louie, 10. 

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER
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The most 

professional 

area rug   

cleaner on the 

Central Coast

Rug pad, 

rug appraisal, 

rug repair
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Thank you to all of our wonderful 
pasta loving customers

Happy New Year 
2026

Come get your fresh pasta or ravioli

831-625-6508
Hours: Mon-Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-5

th | Carmel-by-the-Sea | behind The Tree House Cafe

YOUR RESOLUTION:
PLAY MORE

SCAN TO LEARN MORE

One Old Ranch Road   ·   Carmel, CA 93923
TEL 831.275.1532 
WEB carmelvalleyranch.com

Memberships at The Ranch 

allow you to build memories with 

your family, entertain clients, 

or simply savor an escape you 

can return to time and again. All 

options include resort discounts 

and other benefits as well!

Golf Membership

River Ranch Membership

Spa Aiyana Membership

MAKE 2026  YOUR MOST 
PLAYFUL YEAR YET. 

CARMEL VALLEY 
RANCH MEMBERSHIPS

Residential impact: The proposed 5G 
site is in an R-1 single-family neighbor-
hood — the least appropriate location for 
industrial wireless infrastructure.

Proliferation risk: 5G facilities often 
must be placed roughly 500 feet apart, 
meaning approval of one site can lead to 
many more, creating widespread visual 
clutter.

Aesthetic blight: Towers introduce 
bulky equipment, cabinets, antennas, and 
ongoing maintenance activity — poten-
tially every block — in quiet residential 
streets.

Property values: Studies indicate that 
proximity to cell towers can negatively 
affect home values, an impact homeowners 
must disclose at the time of sale.

Future co-location: Once a tower is 
approved, additional carriers may add 
equipment over time, compounding noise 
and visual impacts and making future 

outages.
Federal law does not require cities to 

accept intrusive facilities wherever carriers 
propose them. Instead, carriers must:

-

Prove the proposal is the least intrusive 
means of addressing that gap, especially if 
alternatives — such as improving existing 
4G service — are available.

The planning commission has broad 
authority to evaluate adverse aesthetic 
impacts, neighborhood compatibility, and 

matter — because a precedent set here 
could affect installations throughout Car-
mel, including in front of your home.

Carmel-by-the-Sea is treasured for its 
beauty, scale, and residential charm. This 
decision deserves careful public attention.

Please attend the Jan. 21 meeting, join 
by Zoom, or submit written comments.

Reliable service matters. Protecting our 
neighborhoods matters too.

David O’Neil, Carmel

Another 100 years
Dear Editor,

The Jan. 12 city council meeting spent 
a good chunk of time on the budget and 
made one thing crystal clear: We need a lot 
more revenue. Mayor Dale Byrne’s piece 
in last week’s Pine Cone correctly spells 
out the difference between thinking like a 
leader vs. like a manager. Some leaders in 
the past brought us Forest Theatre, Sunset 
Center and the rest of our treasures. Our 
110-year-old city can last at least another 
100 years, but it must be open to the future 
as well as reverent of the past. The mayor 
asks if this is the year we choose our future. 
Show up at the special city council meeting 

LETTERS
From page 18A

on Jan. 22 and help us all to decide.
Joe DiNucci, Carmel

The real minimum wage
Dear Editor,

Nearly half the states will celebrate 
minimum wage hikes in 2026. Advocates 
promote these as “living wages” necessary 
to reduce poverty. Those lucky enough to 
keep their jobs (and hours) win. However, 
many companies already dealing with 

cushion to swallow wage hikes. Surveys 
suggest nearly 20 percent plan to increase 
their use of automation, AI, and other 
labor-saving technologies. Others will 
cut hours, reduce headcount, or outsource 
work.

Pizza Hut made headlines in California 
in 2024 after the fast-food minimum wage 
climbed to $20 per hour. It laid off 1,200 
drivers and switched deliveries to third-
party apps like DoorDash and UberEats. 
A UC Berkeley study claims that by mid-
2024, California’s fast-food industry added 
7,400 jobs. Sounds good, but what would 
job growth have been absent the 25 per-
cent wage hike? An NBER/Cato report 
estimates a net loss of nearly 20,000 jobs.

Teenage unemployment in the Golden 
State is already about twice the national 

pressure to cut costs mostly favor expe-
rienced (skilled) workers over younger, 
inexperienced workers. Since early job-
lessness predicts lower lifetime earnings 
and higher criminal activity, this is some-
thing California can ill afford.

The wage hikes aren’t effective as an 
antipoverty tool either. Intended to reduce 
inequality, they may in fact widen it. Busi-
nesses often have the thinnest margins 
in disadvantaged communities. Where a 
higher minimum wage is intended to help 
low-income families, businesses must 
either raise prices or close, creating food 
and service deserts. So, with a slowing 
labor market and AI reducing entry-level 
jobs, why are states making it more expen-
sive to hire workers?

Francois Melese, 

Who you calling derelict?
Dear Editor,

One of my favorite things about being 
a native Peninsulan/Pagrovian is keeping 
up with the activities from home. Living 
in West Hollywood for many years now, 
imagine my uncontrollable laughter when 
I read that the area where the new Kimpton 

as “a formerly derelict part of town.” 
Derelict? If that was derelict, I think the 
author might describe parts of Los Angeles 
as Third World. God bless the Peninsula 
bubble!

Chris Lugo, Los Angeles

See MORE LETTERS next page
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WEDDING 
& Special Occasions

Let us help you reach them in our 
January 23

Wedding & Special Occasion Section

Jan. 23, 2026

It’s the time of year Pine Cone 
readers are planning their weddings 

and special occasions for 2026...

Carmel Pine Cone’s

Meena Lewellen    meena@carmelpinecone.com    (831) 274-8655

Jung Yi-Crabbe    jung@carmelpinecone.com   (831) 274-8646

Jewelry is a significant investment
that gets worn every single day.

Have you protected them?

THE PROCESS
Drop off your pieces

Our independent appraiser will evaluate 
You will receive a call for pick-up

Paperwork will follow within a few days

WHAT WE 
WILL NEED:
• Full Name
  Address
  Contact Information
• Prior GIA or EGL 
  Paperwork 
   (suggested, but not required)

MORE CONTACT INFO:
europeanjeweler@gmail.com
205 Crossroads Blvd., 
Carmel, CA 93923

CALL
(831) 624-3555

JANUARY SPECIAL

 Almost true
The Carl Cherry Center welcomes its 

-

“The exhibit will show-

-
-

T

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
rience — what changes 

showcases the talents 

The gallery is open 

-
-

Art Roundup
By CHRIS COUNTS

Mixed-media artist Beth Miles, whose new show, “Everyday Objects,” 
is on display at Sunset Center’s Marjorie Evans Galley 

Big state woes
Dear Editor,

unemployment insurance payroll taxes per 

-

-

Tony Amarante, Seaside

‘Good will and decency’
Dear Editor,

-

-

-

MORE 
LETTERS
From previous page

-
-
-

-

Lauren Cohen, Monterey

‘Shocking’
Dear Editor,

step lose its uniqueness — parking spaces 

-

-

Lance Lee, 
Santa Monica
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ThisWeek Live Music, 
Clubs and Events

Food & Wine
Galleries and Art

C A R M E L  •  P E B B L E  B E A C H  •  C A R M E L  V A L L E Y  &  T H E  M O N T E R E Y  P E N I N S U L A

On a High Note
By CHRIS COUNTS

831-624-3821        Ample Free Parking        831-624-1805
6th & Junipero, Carmel • Open Daily 6:30am - 8pm • Local Home & Hotel Delivery 

Carmel’s Largest
Independent
Liquor Store
Since 1953

PRIME & USDA CHOICE MEATS
GOURMET DELI

FARM FRESH PRODUCE

PRIME & USDA CHOICE MEATS, POULTRY & SEAFOOD
Thick cut Rib eyes & New York’s • Flank Steak • Skirt Steak

Skuna Bay Salmon • Smart Chicken Products

AWARD WINNING BUTCHER SHOP 

BRING THE STEAKHOUSE 
TO YOUR HOUSE

at The Best at The Best 
Corner in CarmelCorner in Carmel
across from Devendorf Park

Famous Prime Rib Carving Station with
Thur., Stuffed Pork Roast • Fri., Poached Salmon • Sat., Chicken Marsala

with Scalloped potatoes, vegetable medley, garlic bread • 4pm til sold out

Award Winning Market & Deli
Organic Produce • Full Service Gourmet Deli

Ready Made Entrees • Fresh Squeezed Organic OJ
Cold Craft Beer • Local Wines • Top Shelf Liquor • And More!

LET’S 
GO 

NINERS

LEGENDS: A TRIBUTE TO TAYLOR SWIFT MUSIC
FEATURING CHRISTINA SHAW

FRI. JAN 23, 2026 7:30 PM

LIVE CONCERT EXPERIENCE

DANCE THEATER

TANGO AFTER DARK
THU. JAN 29, 2026 7:30 PM

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
SAN CARLOS ST AT 9 AVE, CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA, CA 93921TH

BOX OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY – FRIDAY, NOON – 4 PM

831.620.2048 | BOXOFFICE@SUNSETCENTER.ORG | SUNSETCENTER.ORG

SUNSET CULTURAL CENTER, INC. IS A 501(C)3 NONPROFIT | TAX ID #52-2404864

UP NEXT AT

LIVE CONCERT EXPERIENCE

Rollin’ Stone” and many others. The group 
has received four Grammy Awards, includ-

when “Cloud Nine” earned one for Best 
Rhythm & Blues Group Performance in 
1969.

Tickets start at $55. The theater is 
located at 417 Alvarado St. Call (831) 649-
1070. Visit goldenstatetheatre.com.

Also at Golden State, singer and gui-
tarist Billy Gibbons plays Wednesday at 
7 p.m. Best known the lead singer and a 
co-founder of ZZ Top, he will be backed by 
his longtime group, The BFG Band. Tick-

ets start at $53.

 ‘Thrillingly fresh’
An instrumental duo that can’t be 

Scroggins & Rose performs Sunday, 
3 p.m., at the Sand Box in Sand City.

The performance showcases the talents of man-
dolinist and violinist Tristan Scroggins and Alisa 
Rose. Sand Box founder and cellist Michelle Djo-
kic and Rose played together in Quartet San Fran-
cisco, which was nominated for a Grammy Award. 
“I can tell you Alisa is remarkably versatile in being 
able to cross from classical, to jazz, to bluegrass, 
effortlessly,” she said. 

Scroggins, who comes from a long line of blue-
grass musicians, “has embraced and embodied the 
challenges that Alisa’s classical background has 
brought to the table.” “These guys are uniquely 
exciting, both familiar and thrillingly fresh,” Djokic 
added.

Tickets are $40 for general admission, and $25 

Temptations return to Golden State, instrumental duo visits Sand Box
A

hit-making machine during its heyday from the mid-1960s 
through the early 1970s, The Temptations take the stage 

Led by its last founding member, singer Otis Williams, 
the Temptations are best remembered today for timeless 

for students and active military. The Sand Box is located 
at 440 Ortiz Ave. Visit sandboxsandcity.com.

 Small and intense
Describing itself as a “small, intense orchestra,” 

Espressivo plays Sunday, 4 p.m., at First Presbyterian 
Alan Truong of Salinas will be guest 

conductor.
“Espressivo specializes in music that falls between the 

orchestral and chamber repertoire, featuring works that 

to the ensemble, which was founded 10 years ago. “The 

See MUSIC page 33A

Otis Williams, the sole remaining original member of The Temptations, will perform 
with a modern version of the group Thursday at Monterey’s Golden State Theatre.

Mandolinist Tristan Scroggins and violinist Alisa Rose, a duo that’s “unique-
ly exciting and fresh,” will play Sunday in Sand City.
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F O O D  &  W I N E

3 6 6 5  R I O  R O A D ,  C A R M E L  •  S H E A R WAT E R TAV E R N . C O M

at

presents

RESERVATIONS AT OPENTABLE.COM

SATURDAY, JANUARY 17, 6PM - 9PM
Enjoy a fun night with music and dinner. DJ Andy Uyeda will be spinning 

classic Disco and Motown tunes. Dine with us before, during or after, 
the full Shearwater dinner menu will be available.

Shearwater

NO COVER 
CHARGE 

5 3 0  L i g h t h o u s e  A v e ,  M o n t e r e y,  C A  9 3 9 4 0  |  8 3 1 - 3 7 2 - 7 8 8 7

Fresh Mexican 
seafood & grill 

in New Monterey!
Fish & Shrimp Tacos – Soft tortilla, 
crisp cabbage, creamy dill sauce. 

Made to order, always fresh. 
Relax & enjoy!

For your
 next event or meeting let 
us do the cooking!

Taqueria del Mar SINCE 
1986

M e n t i o n  t h i s  a d  a n d  g e t 

f r e e  c h i p s  a n d  s a l s a
M e n t i o n  t h i s  a d  a n d  g e t 

f r e e  c h i p s  a n d  s a l s a

DAILY 12 NOON TO 10PM

EXPERIENCE THE ORIGINAL
Watch as your personal chef slices tender 
steak and juicy chicken. Take in the aroma 

of sizzling shrimp, lobster and savory 
vegetables. Or try our fresh nigiri, sashimi 
and specialty rolls, all prepared with the 

in Japanese cuisine.

136 Olivier St., Monterey
Near Old Fisherman’s Wharf  

(831) 644-9007  WWW.BENIHANA.COM

OPEN DAILY • 831-298-7453 • trailsidecafecv.com

3 Del Fino Place, Carmel Valley Village

HAPPY

HOUR

DAIL
Y

4PM TILL 6PM

G a s t r o p u bG a s t r o p u b 
 Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

18 Unique Craft Beer & Cider on Tap
SATURDAY - Live music with Dan Cioper • 6-9pm

SUNDAY - Brunch, Locals Night 
10% Off for CV, Carmel & Big Sur zip codes (dine-in only)

MONDAY - NCAA CFP Championship, Diego’s Rib Night
TUESDAY - Grandma’s Meatloaf Special

THURSDAY - Schnitzel Night

SATURDAY SUNDAY
1:30PM NOON

VS VS

5PM 3:30PM
VS VS

COME WATCH THE PLAYOFF WITH US
3 HDTVS IN THE BAR

Soup to Nuts

in 1947 and has chapters in 58 countries. 
The alternative high school founded by 
now-retired Monterey County Superior 
Court Judge John Phillips to give troubled 
youth a second chance is hosting the din-
ner at its campus at 710 Old Stage Road 
in Salinas. Among its vocational courses 
— which include agricultural technology, 

auto and diesel repair, and 
welding and fabrication — 
is the Drummond Culinary 
Academy, created in coop-
eration with local restau-
rateurs to give students a 

path into the culinary arts and hospitality 
industry. Fledgling kitchen wizards will 
assist eight visiting chefs as they pre-
pare a dinner featuring foie gras mousse 
and satsuma marmalade on brioche, pan-
seared shrimp Provençal with chardon-
nay butter, pork belly with parsnip potato 
puree, wagyu beef with carrot-ginger jam, 
and white chocolate pot de crème. Passed 
hors d’oeuvres start at 5 p.m., followed by 
dinner with wine pairings. Including tax, 
tickets are $242.44 per person. Visit ran-

the dinner about halfway down the home 

Professionals, students and hungry diners meet in all sorts of settings
WELL, IT’S happening again. 

Just like last year, Valentine’s Day is 
on Presidents Day weekend, which 
also happens to coincide with the 
AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am. We’ll 
try to give you as much information 
on V-Day happenings ahead of time 
so you can make your reservations.

Along those same lines, if you’re 
still on the fence about the Jan. 23-25 

the Big Sur Health Center, you don’t 
have much time to make up your 
mind (bigsurforagersfestival.org), as 

-
idly. There are a couple of upcoming 
fundraisers for Rancho Cielo Youth 
Campus, the alternative vocational 
high school near Salinas, too, includ-
ing a partnership with The World 
Master Chefs Society this weekend.

Finally, tickets are on sale for the 
pinnacle of local foodie events, Pebble 
Beach Food & Wine. In addition to being 
a lavish celebration of wine, spirits and 
fanciful edibles, it’s also a marvel of pro-
duction. Somehow, organizers manage to 
coordinate truckloads of ingredients, bot-
tles and gear, along with gaggles of volun-

teers, chefs and purveyors, so that multiple 
meals, tastings and other events all happen 
on time — often simultaneously — and 
things are served at the appropriate tem-
peratures, and everything looks relatively 
effortless. It’s all for a good cause, too.

So, let’s get to it.

 Rancho Cielo goes global
On Saturday night, Rancho Cielo pres-

ents a six-course dinner in partnership with 
The World Master Chefs Society, a Lon-
don-based organization that was founded 

page, under “upcoming events.” That’s 

on the 16th Annual Culinary Roundup at 
the Portola Hotel on Feb. 22 — and we’ll 
have more on that for you soon.

 Valentine’s greetings
Cory Harshman, the new executive chef 

at Carmel Mission Inn on Rio Road, will 
plate up a nice assortment of dishes for a 
two-day Valentine’s Day menu that will be 
served in Shearwater Tavern Feb. 13-14. 
The evening starts with salads like roasted 
beets with petite greens, fromage blanc, 
pomegranate, pistachios and honey-lemon 
vinaigrette, or a classic Caesar with shaved 
parmesan, garlic dressing, and croutons. 
Grilled chicken, salmon or prawns can be 
added.

Appetizers and soups include house- See FOOD next page

made Parker House rolls with honey but-
ter, a selection of California cheeses and 
cured meats, French onion soup, a pars-
nip-and-apple bisque, shrimp croquettes, 
and calamari.

seared seabass with black lentils and mai-
take mushrooms, prime rib, and grilled 
chicken with parsnip puree and prosciutto. 
Other choices include lobster ravioli in 
saffron cream and grilled salmon with cau-

be added to all checks. Book your table at 
shearwatertavern.com.

Or take a little drive…
Lucia Restaurant & Bar in Bernardus 

-
tine’s Day menu from 5 to 9 p.m. High-

Pebble Beach Food & Wine returns April 9-12, and tickets are on sale for events featuring more than 40 star chefs and numerous wineries and spirits purveyors 
from California and beyond. From themed sit-down lunches and lavish dinners, to expert-led tastings of spirits and fine wines, you can eat, imbibe and spend to 
your appetite’s — and wallet’s — limits. It all benefits the nonprofit Pebble Beach Company Foundation, so you can eat well and feel virtuous.
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Françaix 
Dixtuor
Enescu 

Chamber Symphony
Wolf-Ferrari 

Sinfonia da Camera 

Saturday, January 17, 2026 at 4 PM
Peace United Church of Christ, 
900 High St., Santa Cruz

Sunday, January 18, 2026 at 4 PM
First Presbyterian Church of Monterey, 
501 El Dorado St., Monterey

For ticket sales and 
more Information visit

espressorch.org

ESPRESSIVO Orchestra presents
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I’m playful, affectionate, and 
ready to be your new bestie! 
Meet me at the SPCA!

Toby
8 mos. old

I’m as sweet as can be - 
won’t you adopt me? I’m 

waiting at the SPCA!

Buster
7 years old

www.SPCAmc.org

Call us at (831) 373-2631 for more information 
about adopting Toby & Buster.

Sponsored by Friends of All Cats

SPCA for Monterey County Veterinary clinic 
is taking appointments for spay/neuter!  

Go to www.spcamc.org to make an appointment online.

F O O D  &  W I N E

Look 10 years younger in just a couple of hours using 

Need to freshen up your look?

NEWIMAGEBYHILARY.COM

If you don’t look good, I don’t look good

New Image by Hilary

BROWS, EYES & LIPS  

Before

FINE ESTATE JEWELRY 
BOUGHT AND SOLD
Serving Carmel Since 1982

831-624-5991
Mission St. Between Ocean and 7th

Viau Estate Jewelry

www.viauestatejewelry.com

lights of chef Gus Trejo’s menu will include lamb car-
paccio, Dungeness crab, paella and a variety of locally 
sourced seafood. The dinner is priced at $175 per person, 
plus tax and gratuity, and reservations are available at 
exploretock.com.

Meanwhile, in Monterey
Jacks Restaurant in the Portola Hotel at the foot of 

which will be served from 4 to 10 p.m. The romantic din-
ner is priced at $89.95 per person, plus tax and gratuity, 
with an optional $40 wine pairing. The International Trio, 
featuring Mike Marotta Jr., will play starting at 5 p.m.

The evening starts with mango salad with pickled red 
onion, grilled halloumi (Greek cheese) with citrus vinai-
grette, paired with a 2023 Illumination by Quintessa sau-
vignon blanc from Napa Valley. That’s followed by fresh 
ahi tuna ceviche with spicy jalapeno and cilantro sauce 
alongside a 2023 Flowers pinot noir from Sonoma Coast.

For the entrée, guests can choose a 4-ounce bacon-

a sauce made with porcini wild mushrooms, or a 5-ounce 
serving of halibut with risotto, sautéed broccolini and 
lemon butter sauce. A 2023 Benton Lane pinot noir from 
Willamette Valley is suggested for either dish.

FOOD
From previous page

And what would Valentine’s Day be without choco-
late? A lava cake with chocolate ganache and strawberries 

sauvignon from Faust. The hotel also offers a “perfect date 
night” that starts with a 50-minute couples massage and 

show” discount of 20 percent on food with a same-day 
show ticket for Golden State Theatre. Visit portolahotel.
com, navigate to Jacks, and click on “Special Events” to 
learn more about those packages. For the Feb. 14 dinner, 
book at tinyurl.com/yz3c2dxn.

 PBFW tix on sale
Oenophiles and foodies can choose from nearly 40 

lunches, dinners, tastings, seminars and gatherings planned 
for Pebble Beach Food & Wine April 9-12, with 40 star 
chefs and numerous wineries and spirits purveyors taking 
over the Inn at Spanish Bay, the Beach & Tennis Club, 

Foundation — which has a mission to “provide Monterey 
County’s children with essential resources for success” 
and has contributed more than $20 million to local char-
ities over the past 50 years — the event kicks off with a 
golf tournament, a set of spirits tastings (the fabled Old 
Rip Van Winkle whiskeys and beloved Clase Azul tequi-
las) and its annual Opening Night party.

A half-dozen wine and spirits seminars are set for Fri-

Rancho Cielo is hosting a special dinner Saturday featuring stu-
dents working alongside master chefs from across the country.

Thanks to the confluence of Presidents Day, the AT&T Pebble Beach 
Pro-Am, and Valentine’s Day, it’s not too early to make reservations 
for a Feb. 14 dinner. Lucia Restaurant in Bernardus Lodge (left) is 
offering a four-course prix fixe menu, while Shearwater Tavern’s 
specials include a selection of California cheeses and cured meats.

day morning, followed by several lunches, among them 
Flavors of the Mediterranean hosted by celebrity chef 
Marc Murphy, Ayesha Nurdjaja and Zac Young, and A 
Journey Through Mexico hosted by Val M. Cantú, Ana 
Castro and Michael Diaz de Leon, plus two walk-around 

coastal dishes, Jonathan Waxman’s 75th birthday, and 
other themes. Chief among the evening events is The 
Foundation Table, a $1,500-per-person affair hosted by 
restaurateurs and Food Network stars Antonia Lofaso and 
Geoffrey Zakarian.

Wait, there’s more
More seminars follow on Saturday, including a ses-

sion focused on European food-and-wine pairings, with a 
couple of lunch options, two walk-around tastings — the 
large Tasting Pavilion runs for several hours that day — 
and several dinners. Elizabeth Falkner, Nancy Oakes and 
Philip Tessier will preside over a feast inspired by the 50th 
anniversary of the famed Judgment of Paris, in which Cal-
ifornia winemakers surprised the world by besting the best 
of France in a blind tasting.

The fest will wrap up Sunday with tasting seminars 
focused on Hennessy cognacs and the Hungarian wines of 
Royal Tokaji, after which participants can head to a special 
brunch or the Tasting Pavilion.

A la carte prices start at $195, and packages are avail-
able for $1,650 to $7,500. Visit pebblebeachfoodandwine.
com for details.

Elaine Hesser and Mary Schley contributed to this 
week’s column.

And Pine Cone readers are the people who appreciate them! 

THE MONTEREY PENINSULA HAS SOME OF THE

world’s best restaurants!
Contact Meena: (831) 274-8655 | meena@carmelpinecone.com
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Where California 
was Born.

Next opportunity to showcase your business: Feb. 20, 2026
Call Laurie Albanese  (831) 277-6508  |  laurie@carmelpinecone.com

DOWNTOWN 
DINING 
DONE RIGHT

400 TYLER ST, MONTEREY

(831) 372-TURN 
www.turn12barandgrill.com  

Relaxed casual 
atmosphere. 
Gourmet California 
comfort food. 
Outstanding 
craft drinks. 

434 Alvarado St., Monterey | 831-375-1400 | rosinesmonterey.com

Now Open Now Open 
in Sand City! in Sand City! 

Family-Owned. Locally Loved. Since 1980.
Open Daily from 8am

CALENDAR

To advertise, email anne@carmelpinecone.com
$0.50 per word ($35 min. charge)

• Add a photo for your event for only $25 •

Sundays — Jazz brunch with the Andrea Carter Trio, 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m., at Terry’s Restaurant + Lounge, inside 
Cypress Inn, Lincoln and Seventh, Carmel-by-the-Sea. For 
more information, please contact Cypress Inn, (831) 624-
3871.

Jan. 17-18 — Espressivo orchestra presents “Swan 
Song,” featuring works by Françaix, Enescu and Wolf-
Ferrari. Performances begin 4 p.m. Jan. 17 at Peace 
United Church of Christ, 900 High St., Santa Cruz; and 
4 p.m. Jan. 18 at First Presbyterian Church of Monterey, 
501 El Dorado St., Monterey. For tickets and details, visit 
espressorch.org 

Jan. 19 – Meg Waite Clayton, NYT bestselling author 
of “Typewriter Beach,” in conversation with BBC 
journalist & CWC member, Alison van Diggelen, 
author of “The Love Project,” 2 p.m. Carmel Woman’s 
Club, San Carlos and Ninth. Open to the public. $10/
guests/members free.

Jan. 20 — Demonstration of Ikebana, the art 

presented 12:30 p.m. at the Monterey Peninsula 
Buddhist Temple, 1155 Noche Buena St., Seaside. Guest 
fee is $5. Refreshments served. 

Jan. 21 — Carmel Public Library Foundation presents 
Community Night with the Library, “Journalism, 
Truth, and the Free Press,” with Columbia Professor 
Emeritus Samuel G. Freedman in conversation with 
former USA Today correspondent Marco della Cava, 
7 p.m., Carpenter Hall, Sunset Center. Register on our 
website: carmelpubliclibraryfoundation.org. Questions: 
(831) 624-2811 

Jan. 27 — 
supporting Project Healing Waters, Monterey 
Program’s work helping veterans and active-
duty service members recover physically and 
emotionally through the 

. 
Hog’s Breath Inn, San Carlos 
between Fifth and Sixth, Carmel. 
Great food! Live and silent auctions! 
Complimentary parking and shuttle 
at public lot, Third and Torres. $50/
person. Contact Brian Steckler, (831) 402-1584, for more 
information or use the QR code to buy tickets. 

Jan 30 —  The World Affairs Council of the Monterey 
Bay Area (WACMB) will present a luncheon lecture at 
the Monterey Marriott. Dr. Jeff Dayton-Johnson, vice 
president for academic affairs and dean of MIIS, will 
present “The Crisis in U.S.-Venezuela Relations: 
How Did We Get Here? Where Are We Headed?” Visit 
http.//www.wacmb.org for event registration.

Leela has been through more than any little dog should, yet she 
meets every new person with gentle eyes and a heart full of love. 

Although she came to us with a severe eye injury, our vet team 
has been able to give her the best care possible. This care and her 
loving foster home have given Leela a second chance. Now she is 

ready for her forever home, where she can shine for years to come!

Want to meet Leela? 
Please fill out our online adoption questionnaire.

(If you’d like to sponsor our next ad, 
please give us a call.)

Ad Sponsored by 
Carolyn Martinez

www.POMDR.org
831-718-9122

P.O. Box 51554, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

5 lbs

Chihuahua

Female

approx. 10 
yrs. old

Lovely Leela!

5 p.m.). 26270 Dolores St.

 Carmel Valley
Bernardus Lodge — pianist Michael Culver (jazz, 

Friday at 6 p.m.), Andrea’s Fault (jazz and pop, Saturday 
at noon), singer and pianist T.J. Kuenster (jazz, Saturday 
at 6 p.m.), guitarist John Sherry (rock and blues, Sunday 
at noon). 415 W. Carmel Valley Road.

Edgar’s Restaurant — Evergreen (pop and folk, Fri-
day at 5:30 p.m.). 8205 Valley Greens Drive.

Folktale Winery — singer and guitarist Kris Angelis
(Friday at 4 p.m.), singer and multi-instrumentalist Rory 
Lynch (Saturday at 4 p.m.), Jesse DeCarlo Funk Quar-
tet (Sunday at 4 p.m.), singer and guitarist Kito Rayburn
(Monday at 4 p.m.), singer and guitarist Peter Barnes 
Martin (jazz, Thursday at 4 p.m.). 8940 Carmel Valley 
Road.

Trailside Cafe — singer and guitarist Dan Cioper 
(Saturday at 6 p.m.). 3 Del Fino Place.

 Monterey  
Albatross Ridge Winery — singer and guitarist R.J. 

DeMarco (Friday at 6 p.m.), singer and guitarist Ryan 
Sesma (Saturday at 6 p.m.). 316 Alvarado St. 

Bulldog Sports Pub — Tribe in the Sky presents a 
weekly jam (Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.). 611 Lighthouse Ave.

Hyatt Regency Monterey — singer and instrumental-
ist Reija Massey (Friday at 6 p.m.), singer and guitarist 
Scott Slaughter (Saturday at 7 p.m.). 1 Old Golf Course 
Road.

InterContinental Hotel — guitarist John Sherry 
(rock and blues, Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m.), guitarist 
Terrence Farrell (Spanish, classical and jazz, Sunday at 
9 a.m.), guitarist Glenn Bell (jazz, Thursday at 6 p.m.). 
750 Cannery Row.

Midici Pizza — singer Janice Perl and keyboard-
ist Evan Weideranders (jazz, Sunday at 5 p.m.), singer 
Akina Miyata and keyboardist Bill Spencer (jazz, Thurs-
day at 6 p.m.). 467 Alvarado St.

Monterey Plaza Hotel — pianist Gary Meek (jazz, 

The group Songbird Meadow offers “a sweet fusion of Latin, jazz, 
and pop,” Saturday, 5 p.m., at Puma Road Winery in Monterey.

See LIVE page 35A

result is an eclectic offering of compositions that are often 
overlooked. Some are novel discoveries, and some are 
masterpieces. All of them are intriguing.”

Tickets are $45 for general admission, $35 for seniors 
and $18 for students. For more details, visit espressorch.
org.

Live music Jan. 16-22

 Big Sur   
Big Sur River Inn — singer and guitarist Rick Chelew

(folk, Saturday, 12:30 p.m.). 46800 Highway 1.

 Carmel  
Barmel — singer and guitarist Ryan Sesma (Sunday 

at 6 p.m.). Carmel Square on San Carlos north of Seventh. 
Carmel Mission Inn — Open Mic Night (Wednesday 

at 6 p.m.). In the Shearwater Tavern, 3665 Rio Road.
Hyatt Carmel Highlands — singer and pianist T.J. 

Kuenster (jazz, Friday at 4:45 p.m.), singer Dino Vera

(jazz, r&b and dance music, Saturday and Thursday at 6 
p.m.). 120 Highlands Drive.

Cypress Inn — singer Dino Vera (jazz, r&b and dance 
music, Friday at 6:30 p.m.), pianist Gennady Loktionov
and singer Debbie Davis (cabaret, Saturday at 6:30 p.m.), 
The Andrea Carter Trio (jazz and pop, Sunday at 11 
a.m.), The David Morwood Jazz Band (Thursday at 6 
p.m.). Lincoln and Seventh.

Links Club — Vinyl Revival (pop and rock, Friday at 
6 p.m.), Octane (rock, Saturday at 6 p.m.). Carmel Plaza, 
Mission and Ocean.

Mission Ranch — singer and pianist Maddaline 
Edstrom (jazz, Friday through Sunday at 5 p.m.), pianist 
Gennady Loktionov (jazz, Monday through Thursday at 

MUSIC
From page 30A
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 DOOR INSTALLATION

          Deadline: Monday, 1 p.m. • NOTICE: SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS ARE ACCEPTED ONLY BY EMAIL • Email service@carmelpinecone.com 

S E R V I C E  D I R E C T O R Y

ON-LINE FENCE
All Types & Styles
New & Repairs
Gates, Power Washing, Sealing
Call Jimmy (831) 915-3557
Lic. # 830762

NCE
aling
557

on-linefence.com

 CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL

 DRIVING SERVICE

 FURNITURE REFINISHING

 CASH FOR GOLD & SILVER

Quality, well split
dry oak, delivered

831-601-9728

OAK FIREWOOD

GARDEN•LANDSCAPE•IRRIGATION

Orders taken over the phone
Call by 11am for same day delivery 

Delivering to the Peninsula

MARKET & DELI

831-624-3821

GROCERY DELIVERY MONDAY - FRIDAY 

CARMEL

 GROCERY DELIVERY

HONEY DO LIST?
Carpentry, Painting, Interior/Exterior, Repairs, 
Doors & Windows, Fences, Gates, Posts, Pav-
ers, Retaining Walls, Siding, Shelving, Cabinets, 
Carpentry, Roof Debris, Plumbing/Electrical 
Repairs, Drywall/Paint Repairs, Gutter/Roof 
Cleaning. JOHN QUINN (831) 402-1638  Lic. 
#821763 / Bonded

 CARPET & FLOOR CLEANING

DIRTY DIRTY 
FLOORS?FLOORS?

Professional Cleaning at Affordable Prices

Stone • Tile & Grout • Vinyl
Call Steve today for a free estimate!

(831) 899-5613

 HOUSE CLEANING

 BLACKSMITH  FENCES AND DECKS

GARDEN•LANDSCAPE•IRRIGATION

ADAN’S
LANDSCAPE - MAINTENANCE

Residential/Commercial
Automatic Sprinklers & Irrigation Systems

New Sod or Seed
New Fences & Repair * Retaining Walls * Hauling

Ornamental Trimming & Tree Pruning
Pavers & Stamped Concrete 

General Yard Clean-up, and etc.
 ~ FREE ESTIMATES ~ 

Over 20 years exp. - References Proudly Given
Lic. # 949011   Tel: (831) 601-9225

 FLOORING

�������	
��
�������

I can drive for you.
Errands, appts., airports.

References available.

NEED A DRIVER?

Support hometown businesses
—  shop locally!

 HANDYMAN

CARMEL POINT
LANDSCAPES

Contractor License #1068673 FREE CONSULTATION

www.carmelpointlandscapes.com

DESIGN, INSTALLATION
& MAINTENANCE

Call (831) 574-9837

Specializing in Sustainable 
Landscapes using Native Plants 
and Locally Sourced Materials

 FIREWOOD

QUALITY • CRAFTSMANSHIP • SERVICE
831.624.1311 CaribouConstruction.com 

Lic. #385545

highly respected 

153 Country Club Gate Center

CASH FOR GOLD & SILVER

We Buy It All!

MONTEREY
Gold & Coin Exchange

��������	���������	��

 HOUSE CLEANING

GRACE’S CLEANING SERVICES

831-241-4692
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Lily’s House Cleaning
Excellent References Available.    

20 Years Experience.
Reliable and Thorough Cleaning

(831) 917-3937

Marcos’ House Cleaning Service
Residential/Commercial/Move-outs

Windows • Pressure Washing
Construction Cleaning • Vacation Homes
Offices • Floor Cleaning • Strip & Wax

(831) 264-3697
Free Estimates • Guaranteed Jobs • Lic. 342947

MATIAS GARDENING
Full Tree Service • Poison Oak Removal

Garden Maintenance & Planting • Tree Pruning
Fence Construction/Repair • Hauling

20 Yrs. Experience • Excellent references
(831) 800-6520

OAK FIREWOOD FOR SALE • REASONABLE PRICES
No Lic.

www.centralcoastcleaning.com
���������	
���
831.442.1965

We create FREE TIME for 
busy people! Providing 
professional cleaning 
services for Residential, 
Commercial, Vacation Homes 
and Special Events. Proudly 
serving all of Monterey 
County for 25 years. We are 
Bonded and Insured.
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Leave the details 
to us.
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www.carmelpinecone.com

John Quinn • 831 402 1638

F loors  & More

Lic. #821763 Bonded

Install hardwoods, linoleum, tile. Sand and

Continues on next page

��������
Dry Oak: Well Seasoned

Split and Delivered

(831) 262-8946
(831) 385-5371

   CALL: 831-760-9160

Full service 
interior and 

exterior door 

• Lic#1039955 

gngforge.com                             Lic. 1014567

(831) 275-0476

Call
831-373-7765

Contractor’s License #669057

Seasoned Firewood
Cords & Half-Cords

Available
Delivery OnlyDelivery Only

Reach the people who need
your service

for as little as $20 per week.
Put The Carmel Pine Cone

to work for you!
DEADLINE: MONDAY 1 P.M.

Email
service@carmelpinecone.com
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 PAINTING

Continues from previous page  TREE SERVICE

www.carmelpinecone.com

 WINDOW CLEANING

S E R V I C E  D I R E C T O R Y

IVERSON’S TREE SERVICE 
& STUMP REMOVAL

Complete Tree Service
Fully Insured

Lic. # 677370

Call (831) 625-5743

 PLUMBING

Roofing & Solar Perfected

(831) 375-8158
Lic. #728609

R fi & S l P f t d

J & M MOVING AND STORAGE, INC.
We can handle all your moving and storage 
needs, local or nationwide. Located in new 
20,000 sf Castroville warehouse. We specialize 
in high-value household goods. Excellent ref-
erences available. MTR 0190259, MC 486132. 
Call Jim Stracuzzi at (831) 633-5903 or (831) 
901-5867. TF

 MOVING

INTERIOR
EXTERIOR
FAUX FINISHES

P.O. Box 221242
Carmel, CA 93922

C-(831) 238-1095
(831) 277-9747

POWER WASHING
License # 710688

JOSEPH YOSCO
Painting
Since 1988

 ROOFING

73 YEARS SERVING YOUR ROOFING NEEDS

Roof and ground mount systems

831-394-8581
ROSSROOFING1950.COM

Service, repairs, installation
VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES

Specializing in: Radiant Floor Heating
Whole House Water Filtration

Sewer Scope Inspections • Reverse Osmosis

BRETT’S PLUMBING

(831) 646-2933
Lic. No. 705164

NOTICE TO READERS: In California, an unlicensed person can work on projects valued up to $1,000, 
provided they don’t hire employees and don’t require a building permit. However, any project exceeding this 
threshold or involving permits or the use of hired workers must be completed by a licensed contractor. State 
law also requires that contractors include their license number on all advertising. You can check the status 
of your licensed contractor at www2.cslb.ca.gov or (800) 321-CSLB (2752) . Unlicensed individuals can 
advertise construction work if the total contract price is under $1,000, but the advertisement must clearly state 
that they are not licensed by the Contractors State License Board.  The PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION requires 
household movers to include their PUC license number in their ads. Contact the PUC at licensing@cpc.ca.gov

����������		
ParagonPainting.us  FREE ESTIMATES
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Quality Craftsmanship for 26 Years

Lic#1062805
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cypresswindowcleaning@yahoo.com

Serving Monterey County since 2010
• House washing
• Solar panel washing

FREE ESTIMATES. CALL, TEXT OR EMAIL

• Window cleaning
• Gutter cleaning

�����
��������

• Pressure washing

 PEST CONTROL

Free estimates
CALL OR TEXT (831) 402 6729

Licensed and Insured Lic.#1013672

MAKE SURE YOU 
CLEAN YOUR

GUTTERS BEFORE 
THE STORM

GUTTER & ROOF CLEANINGGUTTER & ROOF CLEANING

 LOCKSMITH

 MASONRY

Retaining Walls • Foundations • Fireplaces
Stone Veneer • Driveways • Patios • Pavers

mahoneymasonryinc@gmail.com
www.MahoneyMasonryInc.com

www.facebook.com/MahoneyMasonryInc

Mahoney
Masonry Inc.

831.659.0363
License 493213

• Installation &
     Repair

• Slate & Metal Roof
• Waterproofing

• Decks
• Seamless Gutters
• Custom Metal
      Fabrication

Free Estimate: ������������

Lic. # 1129592

jhonpremierroofing@gmail.com

15 Years Experience Lirs E perience

YOUR LOCAL EXPERT                         FOR OVER 25 YEARS!UUR LOCAL EXPERT RT T T TT T TT                

Brian         tock
  Painting

Fast

  (831) 372-2629FREE
ESTIMATES

John Ley Tree Service, LLC 

Tree Trimming & Removal
Stump Grinding & Removal
Fire Prevention Clearing
Emergency Tree Services
Cabling & Bracing
���������	�
�	
�����
���
�
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JLeyTree@gmail.com

CA Lic.# 
1118155

RODENTS
Rodent Inspection - Exclusion - Trapping - Repellents

PEST CONTROL
Residential - Commercial - Industrial

Ants - Carpenter Ants - Spiders
Pantry and Fabric Pest
TREES & ORNAMENTALS

Pest & Disease Control 
Foliar, Soil, Systemic & Tree Injection Treatments

PLANT & TREE HEALTH
Organic Plant & Soil Products for Your Landscape

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT
Weed & Poison Oak Control

QUALITY WORK WITH 44 PLUS YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
Insured and Bonded Since 1999

Structural Licence PR 7978   DPR Reg. 41398

 ROOF & GUTTER CLEANING PAINTING

���������
��

WILL BULLOCK PWILL BULLOCK PAINTING & RESTORINGAINTING & RESTORING
Complete Interior and Exterior Painting

Always the Best Preparation and Paints

 / Best References
Lic.#436767 — Since 1984Lic.#436767 — Since 1984

MONTEREY
LOCK & KEY

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

831-375-LOCK (5625)
www.MontereyLockKey.com
John Cardinalli • CA BSIS LIC. LC07195 

LOCKSMITH • FREE ESTIMATES

 INTERIOR DESIGN

CHARLES 
GRUWELL 

DESIGN 
STUDIO

CHARLES GRUWELL
Design Consultant

702-524-6222

charles@cgdstudio.net
www.charlesgruwelldesign.com

All Types of Tree Trimming • Palm Tree Pruning & 
Removal • Brush Clearing • Stump Grinding • Poison 

Oak Removal • Chipping and Haul Away

OLIVERA’S
TREE SERVICE

831-588-2585

CSLB 1100089

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

We pay for news photos!
The Carmel Pine Cone will pay up to $50 for photos of newsworthy events

around the Monterey Peninsula.
Submit yours to news@carmelpinecone.com

Payment made for photos accepted for publication.  

Friday at 6 p.m.), singer and pianist Scott Brown (jazz 
and pop, Saturday at 6 p.m.), pianist Martan Mann (jazz, 
Sunday at 6 p.m.), singer and multi-instrumentalist Rory 
Lynch (Monday at 6 p.m.), mandolinist Dave Holodiloff 
(jazz, Tuesday at 6 p.m.), singer and multi-instrumental-
ist Tamas Marius (jazz, Wednesday at 6 p.m.), guitarist 
John Sherry (rock and blues, Thursday at 6 p.m.). 400 
Cannery Row.

Pearl Hour — The Zach Westfall Quartet (jazz, Sun-
day at 8 p.m.), The Ben Herod Trio (jazz, Wednesday at 8 
p.m.). 214 Lighthouse Ave.

Puma Road Winery at Portola Hotel — singer and 
multi-instrumentalist Rory Lynch (Friday at 5 p.m.), 
Songbird Meadow (“A sweet fusion of Latin, jazz, and 
pop,” Saturday at 5 p.m.), singer and guitarist Peter 
Barnes Martin (jazz, Sunday at 5 p.m.). 281 Alvarado St.

Sardine Factory — singer and guitarist David Conley
(Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m.). 701 Wave St.

Il Vecchio Restaurant — The Cena Jazz Trio (Thurs-

LIVE
From page 33A

day at 6 p.m.). 110 Central Ave.
Julia’s Vegetarian Restaurant — singer and guitarist 

Rags Rosenberg (Friday at 7 p.m.), singer and guitarist 
Kevin Smith (Saturday at 6 p.m.), Andrea’s Fault Duo 
(jazz and pop, Monday at 6 p.m.), singer and guitarist 
Holysea (Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.), singer and guitarist Rick 
Chelew (Thursday at 6 p.m.). 1180 Forest Ave.

PG’s Meetinghouse — Open Mic (Tuesday at 6 p.m., 
sign up by 5 p.m.). 599 Lighthouse Ave.

Pop ’n’ Hiss — J.A.M. & the Buttered Biscuits
(“bluesy funk rock, Saturday at 7 p.m.). 215 Forest Ave.

Wild Fish — The Lighthouse Jazz Quartet (Friday 
and Saturday at 6:30 p.m.). 545 Lighthouse Ave.

 Pebble Beach
The Inn at Spanish Bay — The Andy Weis Trio

(jazz, Friday, Saturday and Thursday at 7 p.m.). 2700 17 
Mile Drive.

The Lodge at Pebble Beach — mandolinist Dave 
Holodiloff (jazz, Friday at 5 p.m.), singer and guitarist Kip 
Allert (Saturday at 5 p.m.), guitarist Richard DeVinck
(classical, Thursday at 5 p.m.) In the Terrace Lounge at 
1700 17 Mile Drive.

To update these listings, email chris@carmelpine-
cone.com.

Alan Truong of Salinas will be guest conductor when Espressivo 
plays Sunday, 4 p.m., at First Presbyterian Church of Monterey. 
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BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER
OPEN Everyday 9am - 9pm • 831.624.2569 

OCEAN AVENUE, 5 NE LINCOLN STREET, CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA

PANGAEA ON OCEAN AVE 
THE FUSION OF GREAT FOOD

Voted Best Breakfast & Best Cocktails 2025

PARKING IN PARKING IN CARMEL GOT CARMEL GOT YOU STRESSED?
YOU STRESSED?

We’ve got you covered.PANGAEA ON OCEAN AVE NOW OFFERS 

FREE 
                & 
        RIDES (UP TO $25) TO         THE RESTAURANT.

Three Course Meal $45
3pm to 5pm Monday - Friday (Excl Holidays)

Served with choice of Soup or Salad and Dessert

Skirt Steak
Grilled Skirt Steak served with Mashed Potatoes and Vegetables

Grilled Salmon
Sauteed Tomatoes, Onions and Capers in a White Wine Butter Sauce 

served with Mashed Potatoes and Vegetable

Sand Dabs
Fresh Sand Dabs lightly breaded & pan fried with a Honey Dijon 

Mustard Sauce served with Mashed Potatoes and Vegetables

Pangaea Scampi
4 Jumbo Prawns over fresh Linguine in a Creamy Chili Garlic Butter Sauce

Grilled Chicken & Artichokes
Grilled Chicken Breast sauteed with Artichoke Hearts & Tomatoes in a Mushroom 

cream sauce. Served with Mashed Potatoes and Vegetables.

Chicken Parmesan
Lightly breaded pan fried Chicken Breast and Parmesan Cheese with Mushroom, 

Leek & Sun Dried Tomato Cream Sauce over fresh Pasta 

Local’s Sunset Dinner Local’s Sunset Dinner 
(Excludes Large Parties & Holidays)

Just show us 
your receipt. 

Pangaea
On Ocean Ave 

          &     & 
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