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“We’ve seen some amazing changes in the last couple 
of years,” said one longtime P.G. resident who was on his 
morning hike Thursday and said he was too busy to give 
his name. “I love it all.”

The 95,000-square-foot hotel at 150 Fountain Ave., 
which has been under construction since September 2023, 

is nearly complete, with crews adding finishing 
touches to the Spanish Revival-style building 
across from the city’s library and Jewell Park 
and adjacent to the museum of natural history.

It joins the renovated Holman Building 
and the large mixed-use project across from 
the movie theater — significant new ventures 
on Pacific Grove’s main street, Lighthouse 
Avenue.

“The Kimpton’s goal is to open later this 
month,” city manager Matt Mogensen told 
The Pine Cone this week.

‘Fresh coastal air’
The “luxury boutique hotel,” as Kimpton 

Mirador describes itself, hasn’t offered an offi-
cial opening date, but its website is accepting 
bookings beginning Feb. 4. Room prices start 
at $350 for a 372-square-foot layout with a 

New P.G. hotel an instant landmark
By KELLY NIX

A 99-ROOM, four-story, Spanish-style hotel — the
Kimpton Mirador Pacific Grove — is on the verge of open-
ing, and city leaders couldn’t be more excited about the 
transformation of a formerly derelict part of downtown.

See HOTEL page 16A

Frustrated art 
association to take 
$$$ plea to city

By MARY SCHLEY

THE CARMEL Art Association has raised roughly
half the money it needs to repair damage to its Dolores 
Street gallery from construction in The Pit next door, 
according to archivist Sally Aberg. Meanwhile, the non-
profit continues to battle with the project’s prior devel-
oper, Leidig/Draper Properties, which is believed to have 
caused the damage to the CAA’s foundation. The associ-
ation is planning to ask the Carmel City Council for help.

After Leidig/Draper excavated the 16,000-square-foot 
property and then abandoned the project in 2019, the art 
association to the south and The Carmel Foundation’s 
apartment building to the west suffered cracking, sagging 
and other problems. No one accepted blame for the dam-
age, however, and after years of unsuccessful efforts to get 
the former owner/developers, the former contractors and/
or their insurance companies to cover repairs, the nonprof-
its resorted to spending their own funds.

Mediation delayed again
The senior-focused Carmel Foundation undertook 

roughly $600,000 worth of shoring and repairs that were 
completed a couple of months ago — redoing the interior 
of a damaged apartment is next — and the art association 
launched a campaign in October 2025 to raise $400,000 to 
restore the foundation of its historic building and repair its 
sagging floors and cracking walls and ceiling.

The 99-room Kimpton Mirador Pacific Grove, which calls itself a “coastal sanc-
tuary,” is the latest of just a few new hotels on the Peninsula in decades. 
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By MARY SCHLEY

THE CARMEL City Council could finally put the
long-running fight over metal roofs to rest Tuesday, when 
it considers an updated policy that would add them — but 
only in earth tones — to the list of materials that planners 
can approve over the counter. The move would ease the 
minds of owners who have wanted to reroof with metal 
to protect their homes from wildfires and ensure they are 
insurable, but some residents have condemned the practice 
as a community-character killer.

‘Acceptable colors’
The proposed update follows discussion by planning 

commissioners during four hearings in 2025 that culmi-
nated with their recommending the council revise the 
city’s roofing policy so staff can OK a wider range of roof 
types, including metal and synthetics, as long as they fall 
within the range of acceptable colors. 

The move marks a major shift from the residential 

Council set to make 
metal roofs acceptable

See ROOFS page 13A

unemployment insurance payroll taxes per employee 
annually, compared to $42 for employers in states with no 
insurance debt. It may not sound like a lot, but it creates 
a disincentive to scale and grow jobs in California, where 
the unemployment rate of 5.6 percent is the highest of 
any state’s. Repayments on the huge debt are expected to 
stretch into the 2030s. 

“Functionally, this means California employers are fac-
ing a decade or more of tax increases,” wrote the Califor-
nia Chamber of Commerce in February of last year. 

The chamber was urging lawmakers to set aside money 
for debt assistance in the budget to ease the strain on busi-
nesses, but that didn’t happen. 

Unable to pay
The Covid shutdown wasn’t the first time California 

found itself unable to pay for unemployment benefits. 
During the Great Recession from 2007 to 2009, the state 
had to borrow $11 billion from the feds to make ends 
meet. But in 2020, more than 2 million Californians lost 
their jobs when businesses were ordered to shutter, and the 
cost to cover the claims was double that of the recession. 

The Legislative Analyst’s Office reported the state 
entered the pandemic with $3 billion in its unemployment 

Businesses pick up tab for state’s Covid debt

n $20B loan from feds still to be repaid
SACRAMENTO HAS yet to pay back the $20 billion

it borrowed from the feds during the pandemic to cover the 
cost of unemployment insurance after Gov. Gavin New-
som forced businesses to shut their doors. Every other 
state has paid back its Covid-era debt — including, most 

See DEBT page 19A

See PLEA page 19A

traffic. “We were able to get one lane open under alternat-
ing traffic control,” Pasculli said. “Motorists should expect 
20-minute delays through the area.”

Several residents reported being turned back earlier in
the day. One woman said her partner was told by the Cal-
ifornia Highway Patrol that he would need to “go through 
Greenfield and around to get to the Village and beyond.” 

The CHP also told him the closure was necessary 
because “there’s no dirt under the asphalt.”

Temporary signal
Officially called a “wash-out,” the erosion comes 

during an unusually wet start to the rainy season. Sev-
eral locals claimed that officials had been warned the 
site was vulnerable and that ongoing maintenance 
efforts were insufficient.

The county reported that it’s expected to take three 
to six weeks to make the repairs. A flagger was there 
Wednesday directing traffic, while plans were made to 
install a temporary signal light. “Traffic will continue 
to be one-lane-road access while the temporary traffic 
signal is in place,” the county said.

A handful of locals reported delays ranging from 20 
to 35 minutes on Wednesday. One noted that many of 
those driving through were contractors or construction 
workers headed from the Peninsula to jobs in Cacha-
gua, which suffered serious damage in a 2020 wildfire.

One lane open on C.V. Road after landslide
By CHRIS COUNTS

WHILE SOME residents were concerned that a
small landslide Tuesday morning beneath the eastbound 
side of Carmel Valley Road near Sleepy Hollow would 
force them to take lengthy detours to get to the Peninsula, 
county spokesman Nick Pasculli reported a few hours later 
that the unaffected westbound lane was open for one-way 

With one lane open, motorists can expect 20-minute delays where a 
wash-out undermined Carmel Valley Road this week.
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Crews have been busy using heavy equipment and large trucks to 
demolish and remove the partially built parking garage at The Pit.
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Capitol Access
By CAITLIN CONRAD

recently, New York — but not California. Instead, law-
makers have left the tab for businesses to pick up.

Under federal law, employers are required to pony up if 
a state fails to repay the debt within two years. Employers 
are paying off the massive bill in the form of additional 
payroll taxes, to the tune of an extra $84 per employee per 
year for businesses of all sizes in 2026. It’s a burden that’s 
been going up $21 a year since 2023 and will continue to 
do so until the debt is paid. 

“This is called, ‘the greatest hidden tax,’” said 
Rob Lapsley, president of the California Businesses 
Roundtable.

Employers are paying $126 total in federal 



2A The Carmel Pine Cone January 9, 2026

By Lisa Crawford WatsonSandy Claws

carmel plaza
carmel-by-the-sea    

new arrivals

It all started when her son was given a kitten, and 
the family had their first pet. Mom, more interested in 
getting a dog, had read about pets outliving their peo-
ple and decided sooner was better than later. 

“While I was researching hypoallergenic dogs 
with pleasing personality traits, the Havanese breed 
popped up,” she said. “All sites said what a joy they 
are, how much fun they are to be around, that they are 
people-oriented and don’t have a lot of health prob-
lems.”

“Sign me up,” she thought.
She started vetting breeders very carefully after 

a friend was promised their pup, Buste,r would stay 
small but didn’t. At tinyjewelpups.com — you really 
have to see this site — she discovered Maisy and was 
smitten by the tiny face in the photo.

Except Maisy was spoken for.
Yet, as luck or fate would have it, the gentleman 

changed his mind. Her meant-to-be person scooped 
her up, changed Maisy to Lila, and brought her home.

“My husband will tell you I didn’t ask his permission, 
and this was all a surprise,” her person said. “As you 
may imagine, Lila is even more his than mine.”

Lila, now nearly 7, has a forever home in Texas and 
another “just north of Ocean,” in a cottage two doors down from the place her people used to rent.

“She’s not a beachcomber — the whole concept is 
overwhelming,” her person said. “But she loves walking 
uptown to visit Kathy at Carmel Drug Store and Tuyen at 
Expert Alterations, who both give her treats.”

Lila also enjoys the breakfast bunch at Stationaery, 
and just about anyone at Cypress Inn where, since she 
was mere months old, her people have stopped in for 
a beverage and an evening with singer Debbie Davis, 
while Lila visits with the maître d’, a vizsla named Dino 
Ferrari.

Making herself at home

Advanced Dermatology Medical Clinic
www.rheimdermatology.com

General Dermatology: 831.373.4404 
Cosmetic Laser Center: 831.373.0441
757  Pacific Street, Suite A-1, Monterey

JOSEPH R. RHEIM, M.D.

New Beauty in the New YearNew Beauty in the New Year
We would like to offer you:

BOTOX® at $10.00 per unit

Vitamin B-12
Give your body the vitamins it deserves, 

ask about our Vitamin B-12 series of injections. 

Gift Certificates are available!

Cosmetic Laser Center Consultations available by appointment;
All treatments are scheduled with our licensed RN. 
Please make your appointment by calling our office today. 

All offers expire January 31, 2026.

Shellhell
hades

.com.com 831/747-7482831/747-7482

Measured by MPWMD at Los Padres Dam
Average is for previous 5 years

Last 7 days Since Oct. 1 Since Oct. 1 avg.
3.01 in. 18.28 in. 9.24 in.

Rain Gauge

Joey is old, 18 years old in fact, 
and hard of hearing. He lost his 
home when his owner moved 
overseas. Everything he knew 
is gone. Now he needs a loving 
soul like you to spend the rest 
of his life with. Just him and 
his human. Can you open your 
home and heart to him? He’s worth it. Golden Oldies pledges to 
pay some — or all — of his expenses for his lifetime as long as he 
remains with his original adopter. 

Read more about Joey at www.gocatrescue.org 

Would you like to sponsor our next ad?
Please call us at 831-200-9232 or email 
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Older Cats
New Beginnings

Golden OldiesGolden Oldies
Cat RescueCat Rescue

Hero Needed

831-236-0868
Excellent References

Valerie's
    IN HOME DOG CARE

Your Family 
Becomes My Family

PLAN NOW FOR 
THE NEW YEAR

STORE CLOSING

SOCKSHOP CARMEL

WICKS & WAX

up to

ALL PRODUCTS
FIXTURES & DISPLAY 

ITEMS FOR SALE

LAST DAY JANUARY 29TH

SW Corner of Ocean and San Carlos 

Inside the Doud Arcade

50%
OFF

To place an obituary for your loved one, contact 
anne@carmelpinecone.com or (831) 274-8654
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NEW PRICE - $2,895,000
Santa Fe 4 SE of Ocean, Carmel-by-the-Sea

2 Bed  |  2 Bath  |  1,214 Sq. Ft.  |  3,920 Sq. Ft. Lot 

Freshly Remodeled Turnkey Bungalow

Ryan Melcher
831.521.5024

ryan@ryanmelcher.com

RyanMelcher.com

DRE: 01897036

SOTHEBY’S AGENT IN  CARMEL
Sold over $98 Million in 2025

The Peninsula’s Trusted Name in Real Estate

#1

Scan to See the
      Property Tour

We are proud to announce the opening of
Strategic Wealth Advisory, Inc.  

an independent investment firm, built on 
the principle of integrity, trust and 

personalized service.

Please visit our website at : www.yourstrategicwealth.com
26619 Carmel Center Place, Ste 200, Carmel, CA 93923

With over 60 years of combined experience, Brad Larson and Issy Johnson 
bring together institutional knowledge, personal service, and a commitment 

to putting your best interests first. 

Issareeya L. Johnson  
Managing Director
Registered Representative
831-330-2162
issy@yourstrategicwealth.com

Bradley W. Larson 
Founder 
Certified Investment Management Analyst
Senior Wealth Advisor  
831-574-9053
brad@yourstrategicwealth.com

Securities offered through Cetera Wealth Services LLC(doing insurance business in CA as CFGAN Insurance Agency LLC), member FINRA/SIPC. Advisory Services offered through Cetera Investment Advisers 
LLC,  a registered investment adviser. Cetera is under separate ownership from any other named entity. CA Insurance License #0650855

Connect with us to discuss your goals, start building and preserve your wealth. 

on the Avenue, the Ferrari Owners Club’s 
Concours Carmel and Prancing Ponies, as 
well as some smaller gatherings — was 
“varied, but overall very positive.”

“Some suggested consolidating events 
into fewer days. Others adored the current 
events and crowds,” Trayer said. “It was 

the nighttime ‘cruise’ that 
was heavily discussed.”

As potential solutions, 
community members sug-
gested closing Ocean Ave-
nue from 6 to 10 p.m. and 
charging people for the 
privilege of parking and 
showing their cars inside the 
barricades.

“I’m accepting any ideas 
from a few event coordina-

tors who were at the session and proposed 
a sanctioned event to control the vehicles 
and noise,” Trayer said.

Speakers also suggested setting up a 

of town as quickly as possible, rather than 
the serpentine route that’s been tried ever 
since downtown became the scene of an 
impromptu sideshow during Car Week in 
2019.

step up their enforcement efforts, espe-
cially on those with overly loud exhausts 
and who engage in exhibitions of speed, 
like burnouts and donuts.

Some said they want more speed bumps 
installed and recommended working with 

police presence, though other Peninsula 
cities are contending with similar issues 
during Car Week, as well.

By MARY SCHLEY

SHUTTING DOWN Ocean Avenue 

out a more direct route to get cruising driv-
ers in and out of town quickly — with lots 
of cops posted along the way — and con-
solidating events into fewer 
days were some of the ideas 

two Car Week “listening ses-
sions” organized and hosted 
by Carmel Police Chief Todd 
Trayer.

held on a Saturday early last 
month at the Carmel Youth 
Center, “went well, I think.”

“The room was full and 
the conversation was honest, genuine and 
fruitful,” he said. “I was not sure how ses-
sion No. 1 would go, but I left feeling like 
it was very positive, interactive, educa-
tional — for me — and I felt supported as 
a police department.”

As Car Week — which began with road 
races and a small show in Pebble Beach in 
1950 — has grown to encompass numer-
ous events held throughout the Penin-
sula over a 10-day span each August, the 
crowds have grown and changed, too. And 
during the past decade, social media and 
the increasing popularity of exotic cars 
have had a marked effect, too.

“We covered the ‘evolution of Car 
Week,’” Trayer said, with generations of 
speakers providing their perspectives, and 
many commented on what they feel are 

businesses and overall living conditions in 
town.

Trayer said feedback on the daytime 
events — Concours for a Cause, Astons See FEEDBACK page 17A
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Police &
Sheriff’s Log

See POLICE LOG page 7RE
 in the Real Estate Section

The gavel falls
Verdicts, pleas and sentencings announced by 
Monterey County District Attorney Jeannine Pacioni

Dec. 18 — Mariano Botello, 60, a resi-
dent of Marina, was sentenced to 275 years 
to life in prison after being convicted by a 
jury of eight counts of lewd act on a child 
under 14, in violation of Penal Code Section 
288(a); two counts of forcible lewd act on a 
child under 14, in violation of Penal Code 
section 288(b); and one count of sodomy 
with a child 10 or under, in violation of Pe-
nal Code section 288.7(a). Judge Stephanie 
Hulsey presided over the trial.

-
dant sexually assaulted her beginning when 
she was 6 or 7 years old and continued to 
abuse her until she reached the age of 12. She 
told no one until she was 15 years old, when 

Doe 2 believed her sister, because the de-
fendant had sexually assaulted her as well, 

when she was between the ages of 12 and 
14. Doe 2 urged her younger sister to report 
the defendant to the police, providing her 
with the support that no one had provided her 
when she was a child seeking help.

trial and bravely faced their abuser, who had 
been a household member for many years. 
Doe 2 not only described her own abuse by 
the defendant but expressed her guilt for not 
speaking up sooner and possibly sparing her 
sister from also being abused, which Hulsey 
described as “one of the most heart-wrench-
ing moments of the trial.”

These convictions constitute 11 strikes 
-

fendant will be required to register as a sex 

See GAVEL page 17A

 Found coins turned 
in at Carmel P.D.

 At about 2001 hours, of-

Asilomar Avenue on a report of a possible 
-

volved party who denied anything physical 
occurred. 

at Park Place and Fountain Avenue, and the 
71-year-old male driver was determined to be 
DUI and was arrested for violation of a court 
order, driving on a suspended/revoked licens-
es, and DUI with a prior conviction.

Vehicle at Sinex and Alder 

marked for 72-hour parking.
A female reported an 

uncomfortable incident during a massage on 
Valley Greens Drive.

Adult Protective Services 

Online report of suspicious 
circumstances at the Crossroads shopping 
center.

Shoplifting from a 
Mid-Valley Center business.

Child Protective Services 
report involving a residence on Calle de los 
Helechos.

Hit-and-run against 
a parked motor vehicle on 10th Avenue. No 
suspect information.

H -
cant calls logged by the Carmel-by-the-Sea 
Police Department and the Monterey County 

was compiled by Mary Schley.

With Great Pleasure, 
Dr. Susan Kubica Welcomes

Kelly L. Reed, MD

Contact the Office of 

Susan M. Kubica, MD, P.C., 
Concierge Internal Medicine

1000 8th St, Suite 101, 
Monterey, CA 93940

(831) 372-1188 

Office@kubicamedicine.com 
for an appointment

She is Accepting New Patients into her 
CONCIERGE MEDICINE PRACTICE.  

Off Site & Home Visits • Meet & Greet Visits welcome

Dr. Reed is a Board-Certified Internal Medicine Physician, 
who trained at UCSF, with professional experience in 

Radiation Oncology from the University of Washington. 

Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society  

Patients Top Choice
Press Ganey Patient Satisfaction Scores (Florida)

Best Family Doctor
The Lebanon Reporter, Boone County, Indiana 2016

Favorite Family Physician
Sonoma Family Life Magazine, Sonoma County 2012

She has been recognized as an exceptional physician 
with the following Awards and Acknowledgements:

39
1986-2025

Stressless® Mayfair Signature Base  
Paloma Sand / Polished Aluminum / Oak

GIVEE $50 
O RR  M O R EE  T OO   

C H A R I T YY  A N DD  
S A V EE  B I G *

mum’s place
246 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove | 831-372-6250
Mon-Sat 10am-5:30pm | www.mumsfurniture.com

Some exclusions apply. See a sales associate for more details. Financing available upon approval.

GIVE $50 OR MORE TO CHARITY AND SAVE:
$400 OFF all Stressless® Mayfair Recliners in Paloma Leather  
$300 OFF 
$300 OFF per seat for each Stressless® Sofa*  (

VALID UNTIL 
JANUARY 20

AlphaAbacus Learning Center: Established 2003
Rachel Phillips M. A. Education

“Gracie”
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT TUTORING CENTER

“Where Learning Is Fun”
READING - MATH - WRITING - ACADEMIC SUBJECTS

STUDY SKILLS - HOMEWORK HELP - TEST PREP
WWW.ALPHAABACUSLEARNINGCENTER.COM

831-596-9394 | 831-625-6053
200 Clock Tower Place, Suite A204, Carmel

Home Schooling Support    AlphaAbacuslearningcenter@gmail.com

HELP IS ON THE WAY!

Need a Tech Pro? I Can Help!

Contact Michael at (831) 204-9812

• On-site
• References available 

Computer/Phone/TV/Printer troubleshooting & setup, subscription 

management, website development, negotiating & lowering 

internet & TV bills, anti-virus, password recovery & more!

CA Insurance # 0C07268
Investment advisory products and services are made available through Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC, a registered investment adviser. 
Securities offered by Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.
© 2025 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Michael McCloud
Financial Advisor | Managing Director

1 Lower Ragsdale Dr, Bldg 1 Ste 100, Monterey, CA 93940
michael.mccloud@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/michael.mccloud

Call me today to get started
831.643.6364

Personalized goal based advice to help you feel 
more confident about your financial future.

(831) 920-0687         www.freedommedicaltransportation.com

FREEDOM MEDICAL 
TRANSPORTATION

We Offer Our Passengers:
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Prompt, Courteous and Safe 

Non-Emergency Medical Transportation

All drivers have had background checks

Proudly providing exceptional service to Monterey County residents for 15 years! 
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As we welcome the new 

year—and move through a 

bridging phase into the Chinese 

New Year, the Year of the Fire 

Horse—our word of the month 

is Align.

“We align first, so we can move 

forward together.”

This month, we’re letting 

alignment create momentum, 

setting the tone for a clear, 

connected year with both our 

team and our patients.

(And yes… maybe aligning a 

few teeth too, if you know what 

we mean.)

Speaking of new beginnings, 

the new year also brought the 

Klinefelter family—and our 

office—a new mascot: Mr. 

Theodore Winston Waffles III, 

affectionately known as “Teddy.” 

If you spot him around town, 

don’t hesitate to say hello—he 

absolutely loves the love!

January: 

The office services include:
Emergencies

Cosmetic smile design

Veneers

All tied together with detailed comprehensive 
preventive care!
(By the most amazing hygienist in town, Yara Begay)

Advanced teeth whitening

Full-mouth restorations to restore worn 
down teeth

Crowns, and more.

Implant crowns

We’re committed to providing high-quality, personalized 
care in a warm hometown setting—where you can feel 

confident in your smile and your overall oral health.

Come say hi,
Jamie Klinefelter, DMD
712 Lighthouse Ave. 
Pacific Grove, CA 93950 Follow along with us @doctorjamieklinefelter

Call to make an appointment 
(with the best office manager in town, Anna Tringali)

831-375-4942 

CAL IFORN IACLOSETS .COM

©2024 California Closet Company, Inc. All rights reserved. Each California Closets® franchised location is 
independently owned and operated. Local contractor licenses available at californiaclosets.com.

CALL ,  VISIT A SHOWROOM, OR FIND US ONLINE TO SCHEDULE YOUR 

COMPLIMENTARY DESIGN CONSULTATION   408.392 .0400

Los Altos 363 State St 

Los Gatos 349 Santa Cruz Ave 

Carmel 26366 Carmel Rancho Ln

Create Where You Belong

CA151_PineCone_NEWS_CWYB_4.7x7.8_1024.indd   1 10/9/24   1:29 PM

Lion Farms workers were generally 
charged a $13 daily fee for transportation, 
and on Feb. 23, 2024, a supervisor ordered 

himself and seven other workers from their 
homes in Kerman to a Lion Farms property 

40 miles away to remove 
grapevine trunks and dead 
branches. 

The supervisor did this 

complaint said, and when 
the crash occurred, “accord-

-
way Patrol, six out of the 
eight agricultural workers 
did not have their seat belts 

on during the vehicle accident, and two 
of those passengers were fully or partially 
ejected from the vehicle.”

scene, while an eighth was severely injured 
but survived. After the crash, the company 
continued transporting workers in the same 
fashion, the complaint said.

Many wrongs
The Labor Department investigated 

activities at Lion Farms going back to Octo-
ber 2022 and found numerous violations.

“The division found that Lion Farms — 
owned and operated by Alfred, Bruce and 
Daniel Lion — violated the Migrant and 
Seasonal Agricultural Worker Protection 
Act by failing to ensure agricultural work-

sites in safe vehicles, and using unlicensed 
drivers and vehicles without adequate 
insurance coverage,” spokespeople Ryan 

Further, the transportation fee was 
deemed illegal because the workers were 

LION FARMS FAULTED IN CRASH
THAT KILLED SEVEN WORKERS

By MARY SCHLEY

A FEDERAL court ordered former 

and his family to pay penalties and back 
wages following a fatal crash involving 
seven employees at their 
ag company in the Fresno 
area in February 2024, the 
U.S. Department of Labor 
announced Tuesday.

Lion, who was arrested 
numerous times in fall 2023 
and early 2024 for alleged 
acts of violence, trespass-
ing and other allegations 
— and whose mental health 
was repeatedly called into 
question — is an owner of Selma-based 
Lion Farms, along with his father, Alfred, 
and another relative, Daniel. All three are 
named in the case.

“Defendants Lion Farms LLC, Bruce 
Lion, Alfred Lion and Daniel Lion delib-
erately ignored the Migrant and Seasonal 

requirements, which serve to protect work-
ers from unsafe and unlicensed transpor-

Pilotin and others in U.S. District Court in 
March 2025 on behalf of U.S. Secretary of 

-
lations ultimately led to a van accident that 

Supervisor knew
According to the complaint, the com-

pany cultivates, grows and harvests 871 
acres of grapes for raisins in Fresno and 
Madera counties and sells its raisins to Lion 
Raisins, Inc. and other packing houses, 
where they are processed and packaged 
under the Lion Raisins label and sold to 
major national and international retailers. See CRASH page 17A

Unsafe vehicles, 
unlicensed 
drivers, and 
payroll problems
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LOVE FOR CARMEL, 
PUT INTO ACTION

This past year, hundreds of volunteers 
and donors showed up every day to care 
for the places that make Carmel special.

and support our mission to keep Carmel

www.CarmelCares.org
a 501(c)3 organization

Please Join Us At

Learn more about Visit Carmel, the official destination marketing 
organization, and the many opportunities for visitor-serving businesses 

in the City of Carmel-by-the-Sea. Enjoy an inspiring presentation, 
along with appetizers and beverages in La Playa Hotel’s Pacific Room.

All members of the Carmel-by-the-Sea community are welcome.

Social media is evolving fast — and so is the way travelers discover Carmel-
by-the-Sea. In our upcoming social media workshop, the @VisitCarmel 

team will break down key industry trends, share simple, effective content 
and posting strategies, and walk through how we can work together to 

amplify your business. Designed to be useful, realistic, and easy to apply.

Free to members of the Carmel-by-the-Sea Visitor Serving Community.

VC-390 VC_Annual Mtg 2026_Pine Cone Ad_4.79 x 15.88_Final.indd   1

-

-
-

-
-

By MARY SCHLEY

-
-

-

-

-

-

‘Expedite everything’

Police Chief Todd Trayer congratulates officer Elissa 
Montes in her promotion to detective.

 PHOTO/CPD

See DETECTIVE page 17A



January 9, 2026 The Carmel Pine Cone                         7A

2 BD  |  2 BA  |  1,567 SF  |  $1,495,000

Boutique Service. Local Experts. Compass Technology.

831.297.2388
DRE 01880765

831.915.8030
DRE 02127946

831.595.0009
DRE 02074629

*Per MLS data for Monterey County 09/03/2025. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number
01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price,
condition, sale, or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Volume Sold

Buyers and Sellers Helped

Served Throughout the Peninsula Area

543 Asilomar Blvd

Lincoln 5 NE of 13thCasanova 2 SW of 11th

Pacific Grove

Casanova 2 SW of 11th

543 Asilomar Blvd

Pacific Grove

Lincoln 5 NE of 13th

-

Identity of skeletal remains likely long off
By MARY SCHLEY

I

-
-

Comparison necessary
-

-
-

-

-

-

See REMAINS page 16A

A lot of records 
might have to be 
checked before a 
match is found
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Boys & Girls • PreK-Grade 8 • Monterey, CA 

Preparing 
students to 
lead lives 
of meaning 
and purpose.
Stellar academics. 
Values-based education. 
A campus designed for discovery. 

Learn more at our 
January 19 Open House.
Register at santacatalina.org

CASA volunteers are 

parents, professionals, retirees—people who 
once felt too busy. Then they realized the 

moments were already there: a ride home, a 

day-off visit, an evening check-in.

CASA becomes part of your life’s routine. You’re 

more ready than you think—become a CASA 
volunteer. 

Find out how you can impact the life of a child in 
foster care and juvenile justice systems. 

casaofmonterey.org
(831) 222-3965

I’m a Nurse
and a CASA

WEDDING 
& Special Occasions

Let us help you reach them in our January 23
Wedding & Special Occasion Section

Jan. 23, 2026

It’s the time of year Pine Cone readers are planning their 

weddings and special occasions for 2026...

Carmel Pine Cone’s

Meena Lewellen    meena@carmelpinecone.com    (831) 274-8655

Jung Yi-Crabbe    jung@carmelpinecone.com   (831) 274-8646

By KELLY NIX

T

‘Inadequate training’

By CHRIS COUNTS

A

A new slide temporarily closed Highway 1 just south of Limekiln 
Creek this week, briefly halting work on clearing Regent’s Slide.

PHOTO/CALTRANS

See SLIDE page 17A
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3 Beds  ■  2 Baths  ■  2,001 Sq. Ft.  ■  1.07 Acre Lot  ■  $2,299,000

www.25603CanadaDrive.com

Judie Profeta 831.601.3207
Managing Director & Broker Associate | DRE#00703550

Judie@Th eProfetaTeam.com ■ www.Th eProfetaTeam.com

Recently Remodeled in 
Carmel School District

Pro is in My DNA

colleagues introduced a bill that sought to 
prevent the United States from engaging in 

Unite States Constitution.”
Panetta called on Congress to vote on 

the proposed legislation. He also remarked 
that Trump’s actions “are directly against 
what he campaigned on, especially when it 
comes to not dragging us into further for-
eign wars.” 

Democrat Dawn Addis, the assem-
blywoman for the 30th District, which 
includes Monterey County, also chimed in 
on the Venezuelan strike, saying she would 
introduce legislation this week to “protect 
our democratic system.” 

“While Venezuela’s leaders have caused 
immense harm to their own people, Presi-
dent Trump bypassing Congress and the 
American people in a direct takeover does 
not make us safer,” Addis said in a press 
release. “We are a nation of laws, and the 
president must operate within, not outside 
of, them.”

Congresswoman Zoe Lofgren, who rep-
resents the 18th District, which includes 
part of inland Monterey County, chal-
lenged GOP lawmakers to “stand up for 
the Constitution.”

“Trump illegally attacked Venezu-
ela without constitutionally required 
approval,” Lofgren said. “Trump says it’s 
to take their oil and that his cabinet mem-
bers will run the country.”

While congressional approval is 
required for a Declarations of War by the 
United States, presidents from both parties 
have deployed troops or ordered strikes 
hundreds of times without any such dec-
laration, beginning with President Thomas 

pirates in the Mediterranean Sea in 1801. 
Congress has declared war just 11 times in 
U.S. history, and the last time was World 
War II. 

Local Dem lawmakers mad 
about Trump Venezuela attack

By KELLY NIX

PRESIDENT DONALD Trump’s mil-
itary operation last weekend in Venezuela 
that led to the capture of President Nico-
lás Maduro drew swift rebuke from Rep. 
Jimmy Panetta and other Democrats.

The Jan. 3 operation, dubbed Absolute 
Resolve, involved the deployment of doz-
ens of ships, including the aircraft carrier 
U.S.S. Gerald R. Ford, 150 U.S. military 
airplanes and more than 15,000 military 
personnel ahead of the capture of Mad-
uro and his wife, Cilia Flores, in Caracas. 
They’re being held in a federal New York 
detention center.

The mission, the Trump administration 
said, was to force Maduro and his wife to 
face criminal charges of narcoterrorism, 

cocaine” and fentanyl, and undermining 
“the health and security of the American 
people.” 

‘No credible evidence’
In a social media post on the same day 

as the military operation, however, Panetta 
said that it does, “nothing to make our 
country safer,” nor reduces in the United 
States the “costs of healthcare, housing, 
food, fuel, family care and more.” 

“As the repressive leader of Venezu-
ela, Nicolas Maduro was cruel, inhumane 
and undemocratic,” the congressman from 
Carmel Valley said. “However, Trump 
did not present any credible evidence that 
Maduro was an imminent threat to justify 
a large-scale military intervention by the 
United States under our Constitution.” 

He went on to say that Trump has not 
presented a “coherent strategy” in pre-
venting Venezuela from “descending into 
chaos” and destabilization. 

The military strike comes more than 
a month after Panetta and several of his 
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Call us at 831 I 649-3363 
www.centralcoastseniorservices.com 

CA License #274700016 

Turn to us for more than caregiving. 
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Your goal is to stay at home. We can help.

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California operating under multiple entities. License Numbers
01991628, 01527235, 01527365. All material is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No
statement is made as to the accuracy of any description or measurements (including square footage). This is not
intended to solicit property already listed. No nancial or legal advice provided. Equal Housing Opportunity. Photos may
be virtually staged or digitally enhanced and may not re ect actual property conditions.

HEY

OPEN SUNDAY 12 - 2 PM | 114 HACIENDA CARMEL | CARMEL

BROKER ASSOCIATE
831.915.9710

DEBBYBECKREALTOR@GMAIL.COM
DRE 01747647

2 BEDROOM | 2 BATH | 910 SQ FT | $899,000

At Modern Eyes Optometry, 

Dr. Maureen Hong, O.D. 

and her team is dedicated to providing 

high-quality eye care for the whole 

family. Personalized care with 

modern technology.

Proudly serving the 
Monterey Peninsula for 20 years

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

550 Camino El Estero, Suite 205

Monterey, CA 93940
moderneyesmonterey

CONTACT US TODAY TO 

SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT 

(831) 641-7848
www.moderneyesmonterey.com

JANUARY SPECIAL
Discount on comprehensive eye

exam $140 (normally $195)
with mention of this ad

Private Pay Only 
(cannot be combined with insurance)

OFFER EXPIRES 1/31/2026

removed,” the campaign contends.
The group also called the dam “a beau-

tiful and important part of our community 
for outdoor activities” and “a great place 
for us to beat the heat and enjoy the out-
doors in the summertime.”

The launch of the campaign followed a 
Dec. 17 public hearing hosted by Cal Am 
that sought public feedback on the poten-
tial teardown of the dam, which was built 
in 1948 with “mules and one bulldozer.” 

Environmentalists have long sought to 
restore what they call “wild” rivers, and 
the demolition of dams have been the Holy 
Grail of that campaign. Nine years ago, the 
much smaller San Clemente Dam, also on 
Carmel River, was removed at a cost of 
about $83 million — setting the stage for 
the debate over whether to tear down the 
much larger Los Padres Dam.

A feasibility study for the removal of 
Los Padres Dam was done in 2023, at a 
cost to ratepayers of more than $1 million. 
Its reservoir once held 3,030 acre-feet of 
water, but by 2008, nearly half its capacity 
was gone.

The cost of tearing down the dam and 
other related work is estimated at $94.7 
million. In comparison, the cost of dredg-
ing and expanding the reservoir would be 
$183.4 million, along with $82.1 million 

Petition launched to save Los Padres
By CHRIS COUNTS

A PETITION drive to stop the dem-
olition of Los Padres Dam was launched 
last month and now has more than 500 
signatures. “The discussion of removing 
Los Padres Dam has been quietly hap-
pening for a while now, and it is time we 
speak up and make our voices heard that 
it should not be removed,” announced the 
campaign, which was started three weeks 
ago by Katie Rodda.

Preservationists contend the reservoir 
behind the dam plays a critical role in 

in an area that is extremely vulnerable to 
them.

“Los Padres Dam is the largest body of 
-

gua area, and Cal Fire has been using it for 
years,” according to the campaign. “The 
water of Los Padres Dam has even been 

the surrounding areas of Carmel Valley, 
Big Sur, and even Salinas. Removing Los 
Padres Dam will take away an extremely 
important water source and put many of us 

-
borhoods along the Carmel River will be 

services on which the public depends.”
The complaint, which names three John 

Does and one Jane Doe as plaintiffs, was 

Commercial drivers licenses came 
under scrutiny from the Trump administra-
tion after an illegal immigrant from India 
made an unlawful U-turn on the Florida 
Turnpike in August, killing three people. 
The driver, Harjinder Singh, crossed the 
border in 2018 before obtaining his com-
mercial license in California.

Reversed course
While California initially defended 

its commercial licensing policies, it did 
an about-face in November 2025 when 
the DMV announced it would rescind 
licenses it provided to some undocumented 
immigrants.

Transportation secretary Sean Duffy 
also warned of further action against states 
that afford illicit driving privileges. 

“This is just the tip of the iceberg,” Duffy 
said. “My team will continue to force Cal-
ifornia to prove they have removed every 
illegal immigrant from behind the wheel of 
semitrucks and school buses.” 

The state started allowing any resident, 
regardless of immigration status, to apply 

Suit to protect immigrant truckers 
By KELLY NIX

A GROUP of semitruck and school 
bus operators last month took California to 
court for its plans to revoke the licenses of 
more than 20,000 commercial drivers who 
are in the country unlawfully. 

The Dec. 22 complaint comes after 
California Department of Motor Vehicles 
in November announced plans to rescind 
privileges from 17,000 commercial driv-
ers whose license expiration dates are past 
the time they’re allowed to be in the coun-

December. 
Some such licenses, used to drive 

semitrucks, school buses and other com-
mercial vehicles, expired Jan. 5, and others 
will in mid-February. 

Asian Law Caucus and Sikh Coalition on 
behalf of the drivers, contends that Cal-
ifornia’s plan to revoke the commercial 
licenses does not allow individuals to con-
test the DMV’s decision, provide valid 
work authorization or reapply for a “cor-
rected license.” 

“The DMV is aware that its actions will 
leave thousands of eligible drivers without 
any resolution,” the suit says, “and that the 
sudden disappearance of them from our 
roads will disrupt our supply chains and See LICENSE next page
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YOUR RESOLUTION:
PLAY MORE

SCAN TO LEARN MORE

One Old Ranch Road   ·   Carmel, CA 93923
TEL 831.275.1532 
WEB carmelvalleyranch.com

Memberships at The Ranch 

allow you to build memories with 

your family, entertain clients, 

or simply savor an escape you 

can return to time and again. All 

options include resort discounts 

and other benefits as well!

Golf Membership

River Ranch Membership

Spa Aiyana Membership

MAKE 2026  YOUR MOST 
PLAYFUL YEAR YET. 

CARMEL VALLEY 
RANCH MEMBERSHIPS

N OT H I N G  H E L D  B AC K ! 
H U G E  S AV I N G S !

E V E RY  I T E M  I N  STO R E  R E D U C E D

WINTER 
CLEARANCE

16,000 SQ FT MONTEREY SHOWROOM

UP TO

off including displayed 
Baker/McGuire furniture

N E W  S H I P M E N T S  A R R I V I N G  DA I LY

Dramatic Canyon Views 
and Serenity in Carmel

3 beds, 2 baths ■ 2,106 sq. ft. ■ $1,999,000 ■ 3575Edgefi eldPlace.com

3575 Edgefi eld Place, CarmelChristine 
Handel 

831.915.8833
Th eCarmelLife.com

REALTOR® DRE#01375876

Authentically Local, 
Connected & Resourceful

Happy New Year!

Th ank you to my clients 
for a successful 2025, 

wishing everyone a happy 
& healthy 2026!

-
tunities for visitor-serving businesses in 

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

-

-

-

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

-

-

LICENSE
From previous page

-

School bus driver

-
-

-

- -
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FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM!

3 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

Peninsula Eye Care employs the most 
current technology for a comprehensive eye 

examination, and we carry a wide selection of 
fashionable frame styles. If you are looking 

for quality eye care with a personal touch, we 
would be delighted to have you as a patient. 

family’s eyecare needs!
As dedicated eye care professionals, we 

recognize the trust our patients place in us 
and it is our mission to meet and exceed 

those expectations. We invite you to come to 
our practice and receive the quality attention 

that you deserve.

Complete Vision Care 
for All Ages

700 Cass Street, Suite 101
Monterey, California 93940

831.641.7252 tel

48 West Romie Lane
Salinas, California 93901

831.424.0834 tel

271 Reservation Road, Suite 202
Marina, California 93933

831.384.6800 tel 

Accepting New Patients
Christian Flickner, O.D. | Jennell Bockenstedt, O.D. 

James Flickner, O.D. | Shadi Salsabilian, O.D  | Emmeline Jang, O.D

our community as we mark the beginning 
of a new chapter in our campus story,” 
Quiñones said. “The Gavilan Hall project 
launch marks more than the renovation of 
a building — it is a commitment to our stu-
dents, to their success and to the continued 

CSUMB renovates old hall, trades 

By CHRIS COUNTS

WORK IS underway on the ren-
ovation of Cal State Monterey Bay’s 
47,000-square-foot Gavilan Hall to con-

200 students. Con-
structed in the 1970s, 
the building is located 
at Inter-Garrison Road 
and Sixth Avenue.

The project is being 
done to help the uni-
versity meet the hous-
ing needs of its grow-
ing enrollment. 

“Renovations to 
the three-story build-
ing include replacing 
plumbing, heating and 
ventilation systems, 
and providing all new 
restrooms and acces-
sibility upgrades,” the 
university announced. 
“The courtyard will be 
furnished with an out-
door lounge and other 
amenities.”

The nearby 2,600-square-foot Gavilan 
Hall Annex building will also be reno-
vated, providing “a common space for res-
idents with a study room, TV room, lounge 
and kitchen. 

The project is expected to cost $20 mil-
lion to complete, according to CSUMB 
spokesperson Walter Ryce.

A bright future
CSUMB President Vanya Quiñones 

celebrated the start of construction Dec. 
4. Located in one of the country’s tight-
est housing markets, the university hasn’t 
added any new housing since 2015.

“Today we gathered with members of 

Cal State Monterey Bay is spending $20 million to renovate a hall to 
create housing for more than 200 students.

 PHOTO/CSUMB

vitality of our campus experience.”
The school’s president declared that 

lounge will be a place to build new ideas.”
“Each brick, beam and room represents 

an investment in our students and the future 
of our university,” she added. “It shows the 
bright future we have ahead.”

If all goes according to plan, the hous-
ing will be ready for students by fall 2026.

According to a state environmental 
document, the project will also address the 
building’s “seismic, ADA, and infrastruc-

The renovation was designed by LPA, 
and the contractor is Otto Construction.
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1213 FOREST AVE, STE A | PACIFIC GROVE, CA 93950
(831) 646-5200 | SolarTecture.net

Lic. # 712291 General Construction B & Electrical C10

KEEP YOUR LIGHTS ON
when the grid goes down.

Call us today and see what solar powered battery backup can do for you 
and your family during power outages- as well as the day to day!

Carol Crandall Broker/Owner  | 831.236.2712
carol@carolcrandall.com  |  CalDRE#: 01049139 |  Licensed 1989

Today is 
National Make Your 

Dreams Come True Day.
We have an idea.

design guideline that says, “metal, plastic and glass roofs 
are inappropriate in all neighborhoods,” and required 

deviating from that rule. The practice led to inconsistent 

council to overturn a number of the commission’s denials.
Assistant planner Jake Olander explains in the report 

“These residents have stated that the metal roofs are 
inappropriate for all neighborhoods and believe that they 
are eroding the village character,” he says. “These resi-

-
dance of high-contrast color schemes,” such as dark trim 

But based on the planning commission’s direction, 

metal tiles, composite shingles, drought-tolerant land-

Faux material
While a steering committee overseeing the revision of 

a separate hearing scheduled for the Jan. 13 meeting — 

them a good alternative to their natural counterparts.”
“If the city council deems the faux materials as inap-

propriate, they can be removed,” he says.

time, permit costs and restrictions for appropriate alter-
-

commission.

of prior meetings, the check register, the budget schedule, 

ROOFS
From page 1A

a $90,700 contract for repairs to the Forest Theater stage, 
and other items of routine business. Consent items can be 

the council or the public requests further discussion.
-

for taxpayers — a triennial budget report for the 2025-

ambulance.

letter of support for removing the State Water Resources 

-

should be disbanded.

-
nance banning pickleball in Forest Hill Park and the ordi-

is a necessary component of the shift to numbered street 
addresses.

They’ll then consider updating the municipal code to 
-
-

ing, electrical, green building standards, historic building, 

association that runs through June 30, 2027, and includes 

pay for special assignments and the like.

Project — a far-reaching, years-long effort to address and 
set standards for nearly every aspect of residential design, 

For more information, including full agenda packets 
-

mel.ca.us and click on the “meetings” tab.
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Since the inception of the Scholars’ Cup in 2009, the Men’s Golf Association (MGA) at Quail has raised over $1,000,000 while awarding 153 scholarships to 
deserving young men and women throughout Monterey County. Additionally, grants of $87,000 have been awarded to Rancho Cielo Youth Campus and Pay It 

Forward Foundation to expand the program to include Career Technical Education as well as traditional college education. 

The Scholarship Fund recognizes the qualities of academic excellence, a strong commitment to community service and financial need. As we enter the new year, we 
reflect on the generosity of those who contributed, sponsored, volunteered, and participated in the 2025 Scholars’ Cup Tournament at the Quail Golf Club; and we 
especially appreciate the Quail Golf Club and team for its generous support of this event. We are thankful to have exceeded our goal and appreciate all the support 

for our community scholarship program in making a real difference in these graduates’ lives.

2025 Donors List

1717th annual th annual MGA Scholars’ CupMGA Scholars’ Cup

Pinnacle

Monterey Peninsula Foundation
(Gifts of $25,000+)

Patron

Bill and Victoria Yakobovich
Dave and Mary Barrett 

Canning Properties Group
Gatley Family Fund 

Giancola Family Foundation
Griffith McDaniel

Jeffrey Saper
Mike and Nancy Canning

Nancy and Mark Mammel
Protsman Family Trust

Tobey Family
Stanley Meresman

(Gifts of $5,000-$9,999)

Sustainer

David Dube/Heather Ryan Pimentel Family Suzanne and David Moore
(Gifts of $10,000-$24,999)

Platinum

Cornelius van Doorn 
Patrick Baxter

Rick and Joyce Thau
Tom and Carolyn McGurn

Bill and Sherry Young
Carmel Valley Manor

Carroll & Strong Builders, Inc.
John and Sheryl Dodsworth Fund

Tope Tree Service
Fourtane Jewelers

Neg Norton
Ramsin Ganji

(Gifts of $2,500-$4,999)

Gold
(Gifts of $1,000-$2,499)

Alton McEwen
Alvarado Street Brewing

Carmel Capital Group
David Hall

David Mosley
Easy Drain

Eileen Schloss
Fidelity Charitable Fund

Greg Chagris
Greg Northcraft

Gregg Ward

James and Diane Archer
Jane Quiring

J.B. Bryan
J.Lawrence Khaki’s Clothiers

Kopace Family Fund
Jay Zimmer

Lisa Troedson 
McKee Family

Michael Forman Scholarship
Noel Carr

Richard Basham

Richard Cunningham
Rick and Molly Fezell

Robin Dickson
Stephen McClellan
Tim and Lynn Allen

William Parenta
Pebble Beach Co.

Anonymous Donor
Wendell Breithaupt

Silver

Andrew Walker
Brad Marcus 

Carini Family
David and Ceil Cummings

Domingo Alvarez
Gary and Lou Hutchinson

Jeff Vigil
Jessica Canning

Jim Thorburn
Kent and Jain Farnsworth

Kevin Thornton
Law Offices of Aengus L Jeffers

Lawrence Holden
Mathew Cappiello

Matthew Little
Merritt House
Michael Blas

Michael Odello
Rene Ayers
Robert Daw

Robert Kent
Ron Read

Scott Stone
Stephen J Ikemiya

Steve Schloss
Steven Mitchell

Thomas Neu
Wayne Richey Family

Weather Tech Raceway

(Gifts of $500-$999)

CHANGING LIVES ONE SCHOLARSHIP AT A TIME CHANGING LIVES ONE SCHOLARSHIP AT A TIME 
If you would like to learn more about the MGA Scholarship Fund; recipients, scholarship opportunities or how to 

contribute, please contact Nic Canning: nic@canningproperties.com | 831.241.4458

Barbara Neil
Carmel Dog Shop
Catherine Smith

Charles Yager
Dan Huber

David Buckingham
David Cohen
Dennis Braz

Dennis Hudspeth
Donn Wilkerson
Douglas Phillips
Douglas Adams

Elaine Bordogna
Eric Handler
Gary Jepson

Gene Vanhootegen
Georgia Hamiton

Greg Muller
James Hunter

Jerry Floyd
Joseph Arron

John Dodsworth
Keith Sawyer

Kehoe Chiropractic
Marshall Tyler
Martin Dietz

Martin Johnson
Martin Morganstern

Michael Carter
Moss Media

Natalie Stewart
Nick Glaser

Peter and Charlotte Boyle
Press Family Trust
Raymond Hamilton

Rich Chew
Sail Monterey

Steve Neil
Steven Murphy
Sunset Center
Susan Farina

Thomas Chipman
Thomas Gaspich

Bronze
(Gifts up to $499)
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canneryrowantiquemall.com

471 WAVE STREET
MONTEREY

(831) 655-0264

ANTIQUES &
COLLECTIBLES

OVER 100 DEALERS 
21,000  SQUARE FEET

The Largest Antiques 
and Collectibles Mall 
on the Central Coast

Antique Mall of the Year 
Professional Antique 

Mall Magazine

Open Daily 11 AM to 6 PM

At River House Books
in The Crossroads Carmel

Sunday, January 11, from 2-4 p.m.

Meet author

ANN SHEPPHIRD

A limited number of 
pre-release copies 

of the latest book in 
the Carmel-based 

Destination Murder 
Mystery series will 

be available for 
purchase.

YOLANDA MOYA
Certif ied Nursing Assistant

Services Provided:

Transportation • Medication Reminders 

Meal Preparations • Companionship

Light Housekeeping • Hospice Care

Personal Assistant Needs • and more

Over 31 Years of Experience

24/7 Care • Excel lent References

831-247-9646

-

-

REMAINS
From page 7A

Join Point Sur 
Volunteers!

Preserve history, guide tours, and make a difference.
Class of 2026 is forming now!

In-person training begins in February. 

Email pointsurlisa@gmail.com

Join Point Sur 
Volunteers!

HOTEL
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-

-

Not cookie cutter

-

-

-

The new Kimpton Mirador in Pacific Grove isn’t hosting any guests quite yet, but it’s offer-
ing glimpses of the hotel on its website.

PHOTO/KIMPTON MIRADOR

  — unsolicited reader comment
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471 WAVE STREET 
MONTEREY
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COLLECTIBLES
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471 WAVE STREET 
MONTEREY

(831) 655-0264
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canneryrowantiquemall.com

ANTIQUES & 
COLLECTIBLES

ANTIQUES &
COLLECTIBLES

OVER 100 DEALERS 
21,000  SQUARE FEET

The Largest Antiques 
and Collectibles Mall 
on the Central Coast

Antique Mall of the Year 
Professional Antique 

Mall Magazine

Open Daily 11 AM to 6 PM

At River House Books
in The Crossroads Carmel

Sunday, January 11, from 2-4 p.m.

Meet author

ANN SHEPPHIRD

A limited number of 
pre-release copies 

of the latest book in 
the Carmel-based 

Destination Murder 
Mystery series will 

be available for 
purchase.

YOLANDA MOYA
Certif ied Nursing Assistant

Services Provided:
Transportation • Medication Reminders 

Meal Preparations • Companionship
Light Housekeeping • Hospice Care

Personal Assistant Needs • and more

Over 31 Years of Experience
24/7 Care • Excel lent References

831-247-9646

someone who’d been definitively told the remains were 
those of a loved one.

“I had to call and say, ‘There’s absolutely no way at this 
point we can tell you this is or is not your family mem-
ber,’” he said, which meant yet more pain for the recipient 
of that call.

“Be careful with what you say,” Rosas cautioned the 
public, regarding posting comments about this and simi-
lar cases, “because the family members are reading these 
things, and they have impacts.”

REMAINS
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Join Point Sur 
Volunteers!

Preserve history, guide tours, and make a difference.
Class of 2026 is forming now!

In-person training begins in February. 

Email pointsurlisa@gmail.com

Join Point Sur 
Volunteers!

a king bed and top out at $950 for a 774-square-foot Bay 
View Fireplace suite, the website says. 

“Like a breath of fresh coastal air, Kimpton Mirador 
Pacific Grove welcomes guests with a spirit of ease unique 
to California’s spectacular Central Coast, both restorative 
and revitalizing,” says Kimpton. 

There’s no pool or spa, but hotel amenities include a 
health and fitness center, electric vehicle charging and 
valet parking. 

“If you find yourself instantly relaxing upon arrival, 
that’s by design,” the hotel says. “Our luxe amenities are 
inspired by serenity and connection, with warm, soulful 
gathering spaces including our verdant courtyard and our 
restaurant, The Caledonian.”

The Caledonian will offer American cuisine and is 
accepting online reservations starting Feb. 4, the same date 
as room reservations. The bar will be open until 11 p.m., 

HOTEL
From page 1A

with happy hour from 4 to 6 p.m.
Dogs are welcome, too, according to the 

general manager.  
“Kimpton is an extremely pet-friendly 

hotel,” Chaland said. “We are also one of the 
only hotel groups that does not charge a pet 
fee.”

Pacific Grove Chamber of Commerce 
President and CEO Christi Metzner said the 
chamber is eager for the hotel — which is a 
major upgrade to the city’s downtown — to 
open. She suggested that it will complement 
the city’s smaller inns.

“All of Pacific Grove’s hotels and inns are 
unique,” Metzner told The Pine Cone. “From 
budget-friendly to elevated luxury to large 
conferences, visitors can enjoy a wide variety 
of accommodations.” 

Pacific Grove and its residents will benefit 
from the hotel through increased tax revenue.

Mayor Nick Smith said he’s also excited 
about it, predicting, like Metzner, that it would draw more 
people to shop and dine in Pacific Grove and be a financial 
boost to city hall.

“I believe the hotel will help the city with some reve-
nue, which we need,” Smith told The Pine Cone Wednes-
day. “I think it will help strengthen our local businesses 
as well.”

Mogensen said Pacific Grove estimates “the first full 
year of transient occupancy tax generated by the Kimpton 
will be about $1 million.”

Not cookie cutter
Crews razed a dilapidated group of buildings on the 

property at Central, Fountain and Grand avenues which 

had been home to a Mexican restaurant, benefit shop, ani-
mal adoption center and other businesses. The former ten-
ants vacated the property in late 2022. The hotel has been 
on the drawing board for more than a decade. The general 
manager is Julia Chaland.

Business consultant Moe Ammar, Metzner’s prede-
cessor at the chamber, called Kimpton Mirador a “game 
changer” and suggested it would draw well-heeled visitors.

“While we appreciate all visitors, regardless of their 
economic status, Kimpton guests are high end,” Ammar 
said. “They have done an outstanding job reaching out 
to residents and businesses and will be a great corporate 
neighbor.” 

Architecturally, Ammar said Kimpton Mirador is a 
“perfect fit” because it doesn’t resemble other “cookie 
cutter” hotels on the Peninsula and “highlights Pacific 
Grove’s history.”

While Kimpton Mirador was undergoing public 
review, opponents said it would be too large for the prop-
erty, would cause parking and traffic issues and mar the 
town’s character, but there’s been little criticism since the 
hotel was approved. 

New hotels have been a rarity in the Monterey Penin-
sula. A SpringHill Suites by Marriott in Marina opened in 
2017, while another Marriott hotel in Sand City, next to 
Costco, is nearing completion.

Kimpton Mirador’s operator, IHG Hotels & Resorts, 
otherwise known as InterContinental Hotels Group, also 
operates The Clement on Cannery Row. 

Robert Leach, president of commercial real estate firm 
West River Hotels, paid $100,000 to Pacific Grove in late 
2022 for the city’s review of the hotel plans. 

In May 2023, the hotel property was sold by Rohnert 
Park LP, Belvnus LLC, Travel Inn Associates LP and 
Durrell Pacific Grove LLC to another limited liability 
company called IC Pacific Grove Property Owner for 
$10.8 million.

The new Kimpton Mirador in Pacific Grove isn’t hosting any guests quite yet, but 
it’s offering glimpses of the hotel on its website.

PHOTO/KIMPTON MIRADOR

“The Pine Cone. Not the only great paper. 
Not the only free paper. But the only great free paper.”

		  — unsolicited reader comment
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THE BEST OF AUTO, HOME & GARDEN

To advertise in this section please call Meena Lewellen (831) 274-8655 | meena@carmepinecone.com

• Rodent Control

• Rodent Clean Up Services

• Fumigation

• General Pest Control

• Termite Inspections

• Vapor Barrier Installation

Family Owned & Operated

Ask about our 

FREE limited

Termite inspections!

Schedule Your Service Now!

ailinghouse.com

Call us at (831) 624-8211 or TEXT (831) 402-6113
Mission St. and 8th Ave, Carmel-by-the-Sea

• Awnings - Stationary/Retractable
• Recovers • Exterior Solar Screens
• Residential/Commercial
• Custom covers and shade tarps

831-372-3539
210 North Main St., Salinas                www.acmeawning.us

Acme AwningAcme Awning
Lic. #1125642

We Can
Help!!

Call Scott Henningsen at 831-455-2377 • 12 Spreckels Lane, Salinas
AUTOMOBILES-TRUCKS-BOATS-CYCLES-FURNITURE

Is your favorite chair worn out? 
Does your car seat have a rip?
Do you want to recover your 

family heirlooms with a 
material from this century?

Does your boat or motorcycle 
seat need to look a little better?

IN NEED OF NEW 
UPHOLSTERY?

EXCELLING in Tree Services 
in Monterey, Salinas and the Surrounding Area

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
ISA Certified Arborist WE-15210A

831-208-2371 | www.mountainvalleytreeservice.com
Mountain Valley Tree Service | P.O. Box 3288, Salinas CA, 93912

Lic#1050857

LIC. 1058834

• GENERAL CONSTRUCTION •

Contact us at: 831-272-1030 Daniel
See our work: riveraandsonsconstruction.com
RNSGCINC@GMAIL.COM

Lic. 1058834
Bonded and insured

SERVICES
Kitchen Remodels
Bathroom Remodels
Additions

New Construction

PaintingDriveways

Fences
Decks

 IF YOU VISUALIZE IT, WE CAN BUILD IT.
ADU Much MoreElectrical

Janine Cate Boone

2025

BEST 
ELECTRICIAN

17 Years!

SERVICE • LANDSCAPE LIGHTING

REMODELS • COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL

DESIGN & INSTALLATION

Family owned and in Carmel since 1961

(831) 624-5361
Dolores & 7th, Carmel-by-the-Sea

CATE ELECTRIC
License No. 218160

KNOWLEDGE • SERVICE • CONVENIENCE
IS WHY YOU SHOULD CHOOSE MURPHY’S

Sophie Hatten
   Hardware Specialist 

Free Delivery Anywhere in Monterey County 
8316592291

10 West Carmel Valley Road, Carmel Valley Village

Synthet icTurfofMontereyBay.com
SynthTurfMontereyBay@gmail .com

2056
Sunset Dr

Pacific Grove
93950

OF MONTEREY BAY
ALL

PRODUCTS
MADE IN
THE USA

LICENSE
#781940

Office Hours:
Mon-Fri

8:45-12:45
or by appt.

LANDSCAPE CONTRACTORS

30 Years of Instal lat ions on the Monterey Peninsula
Landscaping   Synthet ic  Lawns   Custom Designed Putt ing Greens

(831) 641-9843TurfofMontereyBay.com
fMontereyBay@gmail .com

f Instal lat ions on the Montere
g   Synthet ic  Lawns   Custom Designed P

(831) 6SyntheticTurfofMontereyBay.com
SynthTurfMontereyBay@gmail.com
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To advertise in this section please call

Meena Lewellen (831) 274-8655 
Monterey, Pacific Grove, Seaside, Sand City

Carmel-by-the-Sea, Pebble Beach, 
Carmel Valley & Mouth of the Valley

Jung Yi Crabbe (831) 274-8646 
Real Estate, Big Sur

THE BEST OF AUTO, HOME & GARDEN

THE BEST OF AUTO, HOME & GARDEN

WITH OVER 65 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
IN THE SEPTIC INDUSTRY

•Septic System Pumping, Maintenance, Service & Inspection
•Sewer Drain Line Clearing & Hydro-Jetting

•Grease Trap/Interceptor Service & Inspection
•Storm Drain and Culvert Hydro-Jetting & Clearing

•Fully Licensed, Bonded and Insured

We can take care of all your “dirty” work
www.tomsseptic.com

831-633-2321
Lic.# 406512

The Quick, No Sanding Solution To Beautiful Wood Floors!
Serving: Monterey Bay to Silicon Valley

• Service is Clean, Efficient and contains 
no harmful chemicals

• Most jobs are completed in one day
• Significant savings over traditional            

sanding methods
• Details and more photos at:             

www.MrSandless.com

Jim Griffith - Owner
(831) 747-7476

gmb@mrsandless.com

•  Custom Lighting
•  Generators
•  Battery & Solar
•  EV Chargers
•  Service & Repair
Local Residential and Commercial 
Electrical Contractor

831-215-1653
License #1057135

DELIVERING ENERGY SOLUTIONS ON THE MONTEREY PENINSULA

www.waveformelectricinc.com

A consultant’s January 2020 study concluded the work 
in The Pit caused the damage on the northern side of the 
gallery, including sagging of as much as 2 inches. The art 
association blames the driving of pilings into the ground 
next to its building and says the contractor dug holes 
underneath its foundation.

“We have been ignored for seven years,” art associa-
tion board Vice President Joaquin Turner said when the 
fundraising effort began. “We haven’t been able to get 
anywhere with the city, anywhere with the developer or 
anywhere with the developer’s insurance company. They 
aren’t even acknowledging us anymore.”

The association had an engineer and a contractor draw 
up plans for reinforcing the gallery and secured permits, 
but the estimated costs exceed the equivalent of the art 
group’s annual revenue, representatives have said. 

The group’s bid for donations marks the second direct 
plea in its 99-year history. In general, it’s funded through 
the sales of its member artists’ work, with the creators col-
lecting 60 percent and the association keeping the rest.

‘Generous supporters’
“CAA’s generous supporters have helped us raise just 

over $200,000 of the almost half-million dollars we need 
for restoration, through the Community Foundation for 
Monterey County (cfmco.org/CarmelArt) and the annual 
year-end MC Gives fundraising platform,” Aberg said 
this week. “But CAA still needs to raise at least another 
$200,000 to cover the gigantic costs to save our gallery’s 
foundation. These costs are necessary through no fault of 
our own.”

Efforts to recover some of those funds from the former 
developers continue, according to Aberg, though, as has 
happened in the past, mediation sessions have been sched-
uled and then canceled by the opposing side.

“In early November 2025, the insurance company coun-
sel for Leidig/Draper extended to CAA their third invita-
tion to sit down to mediate a resolution,” she recounted. 
“It sounded as serious as their two earlier invitations — 
both of which they canceled on CAA at the last minute.”

They settled on Jan. 20, and board members spent the 
holiday season gathering the necessary records and details 

said so far amount to $418,000, plus $100,000 in legal 
fees. They turned over the documents, but the attorney’s 

PLEA
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would have moved everyone forward toward the media-
tion date.” Instead, on Jan. 5, the association’s attorney, 

Becom that Leidig/Draper’s counsel was “again reneging 
on the agreed mediation date and is requiring that it be 
reset” for sometime in March.

Plea to city

work for CAA. But this repetitious delaying tactic is get-
ting very old,” Aberg said. “In my opinion, they now pos-
sess access to valuable information that they can try to use 
against us in the future mediation process, if that should 
ever happen.”

At next week’s Carmel City Council meeting, Becom 
and Turner are planning to ask the taxpayers for help, 
according to Aberg.

“They will remind the Carmel council of the CAA’s 
nearly 100 years’ worth of contributions to the village’s 
artistic culture. They will remind the Carmel council that 
CAA is on every ‘top 10 sites to visit’ list for tourists,” 
she said, and that the organization’s members have created 
“more than 70 percent of California’s most distinguished 
art history” since 1927.

“And they will ask the city council to approve CAA’s 
request for a $50,000 grant to be used towards CAA’s cap-
ital campaign for repairing our building,” she said.

While the association wages its battles, demolition 
work is underway next door, where Patrice Pastor, who 

purchased The Pit from Leidig/Draper for $9 million in 
March 2020, is planning to construct his long-sought 
mixed-use Ulrika Plaza project, which the planning com-
mission approved in 2023 following several years of hear-
ings and redesigns.

According to those plans, the buildings will have a total 

space, with a 28-space parking garage, 9,000 square feet 
of retail space divided between 14 shops, and 12 one- and 
two-bedroom apartments ranging from 622 square feet to 
1,863 square feet. The structures will be in Contemporary, 
Craftsman, Spanish Colonial Revival and Tudor Revival 
styles, and the layout includes interblock walkways, inte-
rior courtyards and new sidewalks, curbs and gutters. The 
landscape plan calls for trees and plants on the property 
and in the public right of way, as well as green roofs.

For the past few weeks, crews have been using heavy 
equipment and large dump trucks to dismantle and haul 
away the remnants of Leidig/Draper’s partially built 
parking garage, cutting and removing the concrete slab, 
columns and perimeter concrete walls. The process is 
expected to take up to two months.

Future phases that will be addressed in a separate 
management plan submitted with the full building permit 
application include construction of the complex’ super-
structure (estimated at four to six months), exterior con-
struction (two to four months), interior buildout (two to 
four months) and landscaping and site paving (one to two 

insurance trust fund, but faced an unprecedented $24 bil-
lion in claims, leading California to borrow the aforemen-
tioned $20 billion from the federal government, and to 
date it hasn’t made a dent in the principal of that loan.

At the end of 2025, the debt had reached $23.3 billion 
and is on track to keep growing in 2026, despite the state’s 
businesses making payments of $643 million annually.  

Most other states paid their Covid debts using federal 
stimulus grants, but California lawmakers used their $36.5 
billion in funding, which came from the Cares Act of 2020 
or the American Rescue Plan of 2021, for other priorities, 
such as homelessness, learning loss in K-12 schools, and 
broadband internet infrastructure.

Newsom had another chance to repay the unemploy-
ment insurance loans in 2022 when the state had a historic 

DEBT
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$97.5 billion surplus but didn’t take that shot, either.

about money problems. Four years after having a big sur-
plus, California is facing an $18 billion funding gap this 
year.

will soon grow to $35 billion a year, unless something is 
done about it — like making massive cuts to programs or 
raising taxes big time.

pandemic aid from the federal government being poorly 
managed. The $97.5 billion surplus Newsom touted in 
2022 was never really a surplus, but merely the windfall 

Newsom and the legislature spent the money as though 

state leaders added new programs — such as healthcare 
for the undocumented — and spent money that never 

See DEFICIT page 20A
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JAMES ‘JIM’ ANTHONY PAOLETTI
NOV. 14, 1958 – DEC. 17, 2025

James “Jim” Anthony Paoletti, age 67, passed away 
peacefully on Dec. 17, 2025, following a courageous 
battle with complications from Parkinson’s disease. 
A remarkable human being who brought joy and 
light to everyone he met, Jim touched the very core 
of what makes us human through his life’s work and 
his spirit.

Born on Nov. 14, 1958, in Burbank, California, to 
the late Anthony and Thelma Paoletti, Jim’s journey 
was defined by a profound dedication to music 
and education. He attended Cal State LA, where 
he earned his bachelor’s degree, master’s degree 
and teaching credential. This academic foundation 
paved the way for a distinguished career spanning 
more than 30 years with the Monterey Peninsula 
Unified School District. As a teacher and director, 
Jim mentored students from elementary through 
high school, teaching all instruments with a vibrant 
enthusiasm that was infectious.

Jim was deeply drawn to providing musical 
experiences to children through Orchestra in the 
Schools, a nonprofit youth orchestra, where he 
served as CEO and music director. He believed 
that every child, regardless of their circumstances, 
deserved a solid foundation and the opportunity to 
advance in music and in life. Under his guidance, 
many students were transformed, becoming not 
only new musicians but outstanding people in the 
community.

While he taught every instrument, Jim’s own 
heart belonged to the tuba. He was a mainstay 
of the Monterey Peninsula’s musical landscape, 
performing with the Wild Coast Brass Ensemble 
and the Monterey County Pops! He was a true 
champion for the arts, driven by a sincere desire to 
share the “magic world of music” with his students. 
The Monterey area is undoubtedly a better place 
because of his tireless advocacy and dedication; he 
was a champion for his students, and they were the 
true beneficiaries of his life’s work.

Outside of the classroom and the concert hall, Jim 
was an avid and skilled sailor. A proud member of 
the Monterey Peninsula Yacht Club, he spent his 
summer breaks seeking adventure on the water, 
often sailing to Catalina Island or through the San 
Francisco Bay. Whether on stage or at sea, Jim’s life 
was marked by energy and a love for discovery.

Jim is survived by his devoted wife, Emma; his 
son, Jacob; his granddaughter, Jamie; his brother, 
George; and his sister-in-law, Sue. He also leaves 
behind his constant companion, his cat, Stanley. 
He was preceded in death by his beloved parents, 
Anthony and Thelma. The family would like to 
express their sincere appreciate for their loving care 
to Eva Kamitonin and Hospice Community Hospital.

Jim Paoletti was a man who understood that music 
and memories are the things that connect us all. 
As we mourn his passing, we hold onto the gift he 
left behind: the music he played, the students he 
inspired, and the memories that will remain forever.

Family and friends are invited to attend a memorial, 
which will be announced at a later date.

In lieu of flowers, please consider
making a donation in James Paoletti’s honor

to Power Over Parkinson’s.

ROBERT CLINTON ZOBEL
Robert Clinton Zobel, aka Bob, was born on April 21, 1943, in Salinas, California, to Clinton J. Zobel, D.O., M.D., and Marian Zobel. 
Bob was a wonderful human, always laughing, smiling and shining his light. He grew up in Salinas, where he was highly involved in 
the Future Farmers of  America at Salinas High School, raising, showing and selling prized 
cattle in auctions at the Salinas Valley Fair in King City, the Monterey County Fair and the 
Santa Cruz County Fair in Watsonville. My father was a take-charge kind of  person. He 
made special hand-selected feed for his cattle, vaccinated and trimmed their hooves, built 
a barn ... he did the whole deal.

My father graduated from Salinas High School in 1961 and 
from California State University, Fresno in 1965. Fresno 
is where he met my mother, Patricia, in 1966. She was the 
woman of  his dreams and because he was patient, funny and 
persistent, they bonded and eventually fell in love. Soon after 
their relationship began, he was drafted to Vietnam where he 
served from 1969-1971. After Vietnam, my parents traveled 
Europe and then moved into the Zobel family cabin in Big Sur 
where they made Christmas ornaments out of  pine cones and 
lived the “hippie life” as they called it, in the redwoods.

My dad was an entrepreneur at heart and started many 
businesses. In the early ’70s he founded Hacienda Hay & Feed Store behind Wolter’s 
Market, where he sold feed, farm animals and hay. His brother Tom was the heart of  Hacienda, and worked there long after it 
was sold to its next owners. The current-day Hacienda still sells hay and feed as well as provides a fun and creative space for the 
community. He was very proud that his legacy lives on and that the current owners created such a wonderful place. 

If  you bought a Christmas tree between 1978 and 1992 you probably had an interaction with my dad. He started by planting a 
Christmas tree farm on Carmel Valley Road close to Mid Valley, and later next to Carmel Middle School. On Scarlett Road he practiced 
bare root farming, raised seedlings and ran his business: Greener N Ever (Tree Farm). He sold and shipped trees to countries all 
over the world, as well as farmed trees in Hawaii. He decorated and put up many of  the large Christmas trees around our community, 
and also had the Christmas tree lot next to Brinton’s. He was president of  the Christmas Tree Growers Association and traveled to 
tree farms and trade shows all over the states. 

My father eventually left Christmas trees behind and became a financial advisor with New York Life. He loved what he did, which 
included not only advising and guiding his clients, but sharing wisdom, life stories and experiences, as well as providing a listening 
ear full of  kindness and care. His greatest asset in this career was his genuine desire to help others and a purity in his work with 
others’ finances and money. He was a trustworthy and intelligent man. 

My dad made a point to hire people who needed support and also cared deeply for his employees. He hired countless family 
members, people from his church, as well as military wives and those in need. In all realms, he had an inclination to lift others up 
and give them the opportunity to succeed. He was a provider, a giver, a helper. He was a gentle man who loved to tease and laugh, 
one of  the nicest people I have ever known. 

Lastly, he was a lover of  Christ and a faithful member of  and dedicated leader at his church, Bethlehem Lutheran.

Bob died Tuesday, Dec. 2, 2025, at Community Hospital of  the Monterey Peninsula. He is survived by his wife, Patricia; his daughter, 
April; Heather Lamas, who was like a daughter; and his siblings, Tom, Phil and Patty; as well as many wonderful nieces and nephews 
and his beloved grand-cat, Tiger.

Memorial services will take place 1 to 2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 10, 2025, at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 800 Cass St., 
Monterey. Services will be followed by a celebration of life in the Fellowship Hall from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.

If you have one, please wear a Hawaiian shirt to the service in honor of Bob. 

MICHAEL HENRY FICKEL
Feb. 8, 1945 Jan. 4, 2026

Michael was 80 years old at the time of his passing at Community 
Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula following complications from 
surgeries. He was a resident of both Pacific Grove and San Diego, 
splitting his time between the two cities he loved. Michael was 
an educator and administrator for more than 40 years in both 
Laguna Beach and Poway Unified School Districts. After retiring 
from PUSD, he went to work as an adjunct professor for California 
State University San Marcos. His professional career always 
included forming bike clubs for young riders. He was especially 
proud of the Ride Across America (RAC) club he co-founded, an 
epic journey that partnered 5th graders and their parent/guardian 
in a five-day, 230-mile bike ride from the Arizona border to the 
Pacific Ocean. 

Michael is survived by his beloved wife and best friend of 44 
years, Kathy; his stepdaughters, Scarlett Riesselman of Martinez 
and Tricia Bridgewater (Richard) of Independence, MO; niece, 
Karen Long (Richard) of Winchester; cousins Norma,bTracy and 
Robin Brainard of Chula Vista; granddaughter, Kelsie Frederick and 
grandson, Brian Frederick of San Diego and several great-nephews 
and great-nieces. 

Services are planned at a later date in San Diego. In lieu of flowers, the family has suggested donations 
in his memory to Chautauqua Hall. Donations are being accepted online through the Pacific Grove 

Heritage Society website, pacificgroveheritage.org/chautauqua-hall-project-2024, or by check.

materialized in subsequent years.
California’s budget is highly reliant on the state’s econ-

omy doing well, but with that 5.6 percent unemployment 
rate, it’s fair to call the economy sluggish.

The unemployment rate pencils out to more than a 
million Californians who are jobless, and it’s only exacer-
bating the unemployment insurance problem. In May, the 
Employment Development Department forecast it would 
pay out $7.4 billion in claims in 2025 but collect only $5 
billion in unemployment payroll taxes.

-
makers were failing to address a “broken” unemployment 
insurance model, and that tax collections “routinely fall 

-
lion a year if lawmakers don’t act — which they haven’t. 
While the system may be broken, what would help is get-
ting more people working.   

DEFICIT
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The Golden State has become notoriously expensive 
for businesses, with high commercial rent, stringent reg-
ulations and high labor costs. Now we can add increasing 
payroll taxes to the list of reasons businesses may look 
to employ people elsewhere. “Governor Newsom likes 
to claim he does not support broad tax increases, but by 
refusing to pay off California’s unemployment insurance 
debt when a surplus was available, he and other Democrats 
chose to let those tax increases go into effect,” wrote Cal-
ifornia Senate Republicans in an October budget analysis.

Partisan politics aside, driving out business and peo-
ple has cost California beaucoup bucks. The same anal-
ysis cited data showing $7 billion less in income-tax rev-
enue each year since 2022. Unfortunately, the California 
Business Roundtable isn’t hopeful 2026 will bring about 
a more friendly business climate in the form of debt relief

“We’re not hopeful at all,” Lapsley said on California 
Politics 360. “There was a deliberate decision by leaders 
of the state to make businesses pay for this.”

Newsom is scheduled to announce his new budget 

helped create or if that will be a job for his successor.
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JAMES DALE HARRISON
May 6, 1930 – Dec. 17, 2025

It is with great sadness that we announce the passing of James “Jim” 

Harrison on Dec. 17, 2025.

Jim was born on a farm in Woodstock, 

Minnesota. He enlisted in the United States 

Navy in 1948, serving his country during the 

Korean Conflict. In 1954, Jim joined the space 

program, where he worked on the Apollo 

Project. 

Jim married Mary Currin in 1956 and they 

moved their young family to Alice Springs, 

Central Australia in 1969, to continue his work 

with the space program. Jim lived in Alice 

Springs for a total of 15 years, from 1969 to 

1977 and again from 1983 to 1990. During this 

time, he was a member of the Alice Springs 

Golf Club and was well known for riding his motorcycle to work.

He was a life-long fisherman, a bow-hunter, a golfer and greatly enjoyed 

playing cards and gardening.

Jim retired in 1990 and moved with Mary to Sedona, Arizona, and later to 

Dayton, Nevada, where he lived for 28 years. His final years were spent 

living with his daughters, first in Genoa, Nevada, and then in Carmel Valley, 

California. 

Jim is survived by his three daughters, Sandra McDonald, Linda Nicholudis 

and Lisa Calnon; his grandchildren, Jessica Rennie, Ross Cleveland and 

Tessa Cleveland; and his great-granddaughter, Serena Rennie. He was 

preceded in death by his wife, Mary Harrison; and his grandson, Dustin 

Rennie.

Jim loved to sing and often used his talent to serenade his wife, Mary. We 

know he is singing “Moon River” to her once again.

We will miss his sense of humor and his sense of adventure. 

May he rest in peace.

In Loving Memory

Robert Hughes Lindsey
Jan. 4, 1935  ~  Dec. 19, 2025

Our dearly beloved father, Robert Lindsey, passed away peacefully at 

Carmel Valley Manor in California with his children, Susan and Steven,  

by his side as he reunited with the love of his life, Sandra.

Born in Glendale, California, Bob grew up in Inglewood. His childhood was 

turbulent, shaped by his parent’s divorce, his father’s abuse and alcoholism, 

and his mother’s gambling, all of which resulted in significant hardships for him 

growing up. These early challenges became the fuel that propelled him into 

a remarkable life and career. At the urging of his family, he wrote about his 

extraordinary life in Ghost Scribbler.

Bob was an exceptional journalist, and the author of several award-winning 

true crime books. He won the 1980 Edgar Award for Best Fact Crime for The 

Falcon and the Snowman: A True Story of Friendship and Espionage, which the 

New York Times called “one of the best nonfiction spy stories ever to appear 

in the country.”

He graduated from San Jose State where he met Sandra Wurts, whom he 

lovingly called his “Staff of Life.” They met when she attended freshman 

orientation camp at Asilomar and he was a sophomore camp counselor. After 

they married, they lived in a small apartment in Gilroy, lived simply, counted 

their pennies and grew their family. They were married nearly 70 loving years. 

Bob began his journalism career at the San Jose Mercury-News covering the 

then small farming town of Gilroy. As the scope of his reporting expanded, 

he became one of the first journalists to write about the wave of emerging 

technology companies moving into this central California region, that would 

come to define Silicon Valley.

In 1968, Bob caught the attention of editors of The New York Times, and he was 

hired to be their aviation reporter. In 1975, he and his family were relocated 

back to California at his request and he became the Times’ LA Bureau Chief. 

When he retired from The New York Times, they presented him with a mock 

front page referring to him as “The Lindsey Twins” and noted that the net staff 

loss was three. Known to be extremely prolific, he wrote more than 3,000 

articles during his time there. 

In 1977 he covered the explosive story of Christopher Boyce and Andrew 

Daulton Lee, two young men eventually arrested for selling government 

secrets. This reporting led to his bestselling book, The Falcon and the Snowman,  

which was later adapted into a major motion picture in 1985. After Boyce 

escaped prison, Bob followed that up with The Flight of the Falcon. Bob 

subsequently wrote Irresistible Impulse and A Gathering of Saints: A True Story 

of Money, Murder and Deceit, which won the SWA Gold Dagger Award for 

Nonfiction in 1989. 

He assisted both Ronald Reagan and Marlon Brando, who became a close 

friend, in writing their autobiographies; Ronald Reagan: An American Life and 

Brando: Songs My Mother Taught Me. 

Bob was known for his kindness, integrity and insatiable curiosity about the 

world and the people in it. He was deeply engaged at Carmel Valley Manor 

where he lived with Sandy for 25 joyful years. He served as the resident 

representative on the board of directors for nine years, working tirelessly on 

behalf of residents. 

Bob amazed his family with his extraordinary memory, recalling the details 

of their lives — jobs, friends and moments with astonishing clarity. He was 

a devoted and playful grandfather, delighting his four grandchildren — Erin, 

Ryan, Adrian and Jessie, with countless hours of horsey-back rides. To his 

family he was a never-ending source of love, encouragement and unwavering 

support. 

Our family extends heartfelt gratitude to the compassionate staff of Carmel 

Valley Manor who provided such consistently loving care. What incredibly 

caring souls work there. Their kindness has made all the difference in each of 

our lives. Thank you also to the wonderful hospice nurses who tended to him 

with such great care.

Dad, we miss you so deeply. We saw how brave you were. We are endlessly proud 

of you, and profoundly grateful to be your kids. Your were an extraordinarily 

warm and loving father. We cherish our memories of you and our family, and 

are comforted knowing you are now reunited with our Mom, your beloved 

Sandy. You are both always and forever embedded in our hearts. 

RICHARD ‘RICH’ FOX
Richard “Rich” Fox passed on Nov. 15, 2025. Born in New York, Rich was a 
generous spirit with a keen intelligence, a quick wit, and a kind, open heart 
that guided everything he did.

He attended Johns Hopkins University and 
later Northwestern Law School, thriving 
in environments that challenged his mind. 
After completing his education, he made his 
way to California for the sunshine, eventually 
settling in Malibu and later finding true 
contentment in Carmel Valley.

Professionally, Rich dedicated his life to 
service. This was evident in every aspect of 
his life, from organizing political campaigns 
that inspired change to the clients he worked 
with. He founded a strategic communi-
cations company with offices worldwide  
whose mission was to make a meaningful 
difference and have real impact. He trav-
eled the world to advise some of the world’s 
most respected nonprofit organizations, including Doctors Without Borders, 
UNICEF, United Farm Workers, the Red Cross, and leading environmental 
organizations such as, World Wildlife Fund, NRDC and Defenders of Wild-
life. Through his work, Rich gave voice to causes that worked to make the 
world a better place. He continued to consult up until the end. 

Rich’s three greatest passions were politics, sports (he was an avid Warriors 
fan) and most of all, his wife Elizabeth whom he met in L.A. Together, they 
moved from Malibu to Carmel Valley in 2009 and Rich quickly became 
politically involved (as he was in Malibu) with the Carmel Valley Association 
offering counsel and advice as a board member for more than 10 years.

For eight years, Rich faced health challenges with extraordinary grace. He 
never complained, choosing instead to focus on others always ready to share 
his sharp insights on politics, or the latest sports game. His resilience inspired 
everyone who knew him.

To those who loved him, Rich was much more than his impressive 
achievements. He was a man of rare intellect and deep kindness, a devoted 
husband whose empathy and humor filled any room with light. His 
conversations were as engaging as they were insightful, leaving friends and 
family feeling seen, heard and deeply valued.

Rich is survived by his loving wife, Elizabeth; and his devoted brother, Barry, 
who will forever carry his wisdom, laughter and remarkable heart in their 
memories. His absence leaves an immeasurable void, yet his legacy of integrity, 
compassion and love will continue to live on in all whose lives he touched.

Obituary Notices
Let us help you pay tribute to your loved one with  

an affordable obituary in The Carmel Pine Cone.

You’ll be surprised at how low our rates are.

For more information please contact:
Papineau (831) 274-8654AAAnAnnnnnnnnnnAA nnnen  P         anne@carmelpinecone.com
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Local electeds are AWOL
Dear Editor,
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Recovering from the storm
Dear Editor,

-
-

-

-
-

Doug Schmitz, Carmel See LETTERS page 27A
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More than an agent… 
Maximize your experience 
with a partner, an advocate, 
a trusted professional.

Lisa Barkalow
Realtor | DRE# 01491728
831.594.2155
lisa@lisabarkalow.com

The timeless form of a woman
was shooting artistic photographs of the 
female form, a genre that still dominates 
her portfolio.

Wood will feature those images in her 

launches May 9 with a reception from 2 to 
6 p.m. 

The exhibition continues through May 

and Dolores, located upstairs from The 

photograph a woman like 

just something very sensual 
about the way she interpreted and appreci-

Grocery stores and bus stops
Wood strives to create a vintage appear-

ance in her own art using old-school ana-

processing and printing in the darkroom of 
her studio-gallery.

and Manuel Bravo.
The vast majority of Wood’s models are 

grocery store, at a bus stop, or wherever 

— not professional models. They want to 

modeling work, posing for 

runway in fashion shows, 
she said.

Wood grew up in Mel-
-

creative — an artist and a 
dancer. At 21, she left her 
home to seek out adven-
tures all over the world, 

countries.

English stock — you were 
expected to go to school, 
you had to go to university 

he was very disappointed, 

thinking of myself as a 

peace with her bohemian 
lifestyle, expressing pride 
in the accomplishments 

T -
tography of Alli Wood looks very much in 

where it hangs alongside images by some 
of the most celebrated photographers of 

-

Bernhard, among others.

was merely an aspiration, Wood was an 

co-founded by Brett Weston. Bernhard, a 
client of the gallery, walked through the 
door.

her encounter with the famous German art-
ist who became internationally renowned 
for photographing women in the nude. 

-

looking at everything we had, with these 

And, then, the day got better. 

It clicked

See ARTIST page 26A
Australian-born Alli Wood specializes in photographing the fe-
male form. She’s planning a solo exhibition at her gallery in May. 

PHOTO/ALLI WOOD

Patricia Craige Trotter jogs a victory lap with Dag-
garwood Delight, who won the Hound Group in 
2017. It was Trotter’s 11th triumph at Westminster.

PHOTO/COURTESY WESTMINSTER KENNEL CLUB

Carmel’s Artists
By DENNIS TAYLOR

-
ends, always back by Monday morning, 
Trotter found fun and purpose educating 
eighth graders in her other favorite subject: 
American history. 

-
ken about the foundational 
values of competitions like 

1877. The earliest dog shows 
were a way for sportsmen 

that excelled at the jobs they were born 

a curious blend of love and science, and 
purebred breeding is an unusual calling 

Westminster Kennel Club to
honor Carmel’s top dog lady

A
-

as a courageous guardian and hunter of 
-

them for the better part of a century.

breed. They’ve romped and hiked with 

-

Melcas, a dynasty so synonymous with 
extraordinary hounds that the world’s 
greatest dog show is dedicating a tro-

-

can watch Trotter present the new 

11 times.
Trotter is known for breeding the top 

-
wegian elkhounds, and their direct descen-

-
hood Trotter has called home since 1969. 

Trotter is easy to spot in a baseball cap that 

The neighborhood sits on the hill oppo-

From the mayor’s desk — 

communities are not standing still. They 
are investing heavily in new hotels and 
retail to attract the same visitors who sup-
port our economy, while also building 
housing for the workers we all depend on. 

and housing needs, we risk losing both our 
competitive edge and the employees who 
keep our businesses running.

option. To meet state mandates, we are 

we build these without replacing the park-
ing, we lose essential spaces. Worse, our 
current backup compliance approach could 

crowded side streets. We need a strategy 

The last serious conversation about 

  Is this the year we choose our future?
By DALE BYRNE

A -
ing on a year of listening to our community. 

-

the future? Today, many of our challenges 
are being managed by momentum. To keep 

intentional choices rather than letting the 
future simply happen to us?

Every year, our businesses and the city 
spend millions inviting the world to our 

-
ing. But we are doing this without a clear 
plan to manage the impact of their cars and 

-
mas wasn’t a one-time event; it was a sign 
that we are inviting guests to a house that 

-
tle room for residents.

While we deliberate, neighboring See MAYOR page 26A

Great Lives
By LILY PATTERSON

See LIVES page 25A
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Celebrating 61 YearsCelebrating 61 Years

www.psts.net

73 W. Carmel Valley Rd. Unit #28
Carmel Valley, 93924

St. Contr. Lic. # 494738

• VIDEO INSPECTION OF SEWER LATERALS 

• SEWER AND STORM DRAINS CLEARED 

• HYDRO-JETTING SEWER, STORM & GREASE TRAP LINES 

• PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS FOR REMODELS 

• GREASE TRAP PUMPING & MAINTENANCE 

• SEPTIC SYSTEMS PUMPED, SERVICED, INSPECTED, REPAIRED & INSTALLED 

•   SUMP PUMPS SERVICED AND REPAIRED

• EMERGENCY SERVICES AVAILABLE

RECOMMENDED TO RECOMMENDED TO 
PUMP YOUR SEPTIC TANK PUMP YOUR SEPTIC TANK 

EVERY 3-5 YEARSEVERY 3-5 YEARS
Call us for an appointment Call us for an appointment 

and special January discount.and special January discount.

WE DO MORE THAN 
PUMP SEPTIC TANKS

MONTEREY PENINSULAMONTEREY PENINSULA  
831831-659--659-24652465 

Group hopes to revive Osio theater
By CHRIS COUNTS

ONCE A hub for screenings indepen-

since Covid arrived in 2020. But a 

working hard to reopen the the-

-

-

-

New projectors needed
-

-

By MARY SCHLEY

-

-

-

-

-

participate. 

-

-

pass through.
-

-

-
-

popcorn and candy.

-

-

Publication dates: Jan. 9, 2026
 (PC114)

Director Referral
Ocean Avenue 3 Southwest of San Carlos Street
Block 79, Lots 3 and 4
APN: 010-146-017-000
Consider adoption of a resolution memorializing the 
Planning Commission’s determination of the A.W. 
Shucks Cocktail & Oyster Bar Use Permit. The prop-
erty is located on Ocean Avenue 3 Southwest of San 
Carlos Street, in the Central Commercial (CC) Zoning 
District.
Proposed CEQA Action: Find that the Planning 
Commission’s determination is not a project under 
CEQA as defined in Public Resources Code Section 
21065 and CEQA Guidelines Section 15378

DS 25357 (Krugler)
Eric Krugler, Property Owner
Crespi Avenue 9 southeast of Mountain View Avenue
Block 104, Lots 10 and 11
APN: 010-054-010-000
Consideration of a Track 1 Design Study Referral for 
a request to amend the Conditions of Approval with 
a previously approved Track 2 Design Study Appli-
cation, DS 21-250 (Krugler), located on Crespi Av-
enue 9 southeast of Mountain View Avenue in the 
Single-Family (R-1) Zoning District
Proposed CEQ Action: Find the project categori-
cally exempt from environmental review pursuant to 
sections 15303 (New Construction or Conversion of 
Small Structures) and 15304 (Minor Alterations to 
Land) of the CEQA Guidelines and that none of the 
exceptions to the exemptions contained in section 
15300.2 can be made in this case.

DR 25313 & UP 25314 (Verizon Sequoia Deploy-
ment)
Pete Shubin, Sequoia Deployment Services, Inc.
PG&E utility pole In Front of Carmelo 4 southeast of 
10th Avenue
Coordinates: 36.549328, -121.926906
Consideration of a Use Permit, Design Review, and 
Coastal Development permit for the construction of a 
Small Wireless Facility on a replacement PG&E pole 
in the public right-of-way in front of Carmelo Street 4 
southeast of 10th Avenue in the Single-Family Resi-
dential (R-1) District 

Proposed CEQA Action: Find the project categor-
ically exempt pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 
15302 (Replacement or Reconstruction) and that 
none of the exceptions to the exemptions contained 
in section 15300.2 can be made in this case; OR, 
find the project statutorily exempt pursuant to CEQA 
Guidelines section 15270 (Projects Which Are Disap-
proved)

DS 25019 (McWhorter)
Eric Miller Architects
Carmelo Street 2 northeast of Scenic Road
Block GG, Lots 4 and 6
APN: 010-252-013-000
Consideration of a Final Details Design Study, DS 
25019 (McWhorter), for the demolition of an exist-
ing single-family residence and the construction of 
a 1,750-square-foot two-story residence, inclusive 
of an attached garage, located at Carmelo Street 2 
northeast of Scenic Road in the Single-Family Resi-
dential (R-1) District 
Proposed CEQA Action: Find the project categori-
cally exempt from environmental review pursuant to 
section 15302 (Replacement or Reconstruction) of the 
CEQA Guidelines and that none of the exceptions to 
the exemptions contained in section 15300.2 can be 
made in this case.

DS 25153 (Van Selow)
Franshisca Delgado, Claudio Ortiz Design Group Inc.
Lincoln Street 3 northeast of 4th Avenue
Block 33, Lots 14 and 16
APN 010-129-028-000
Consideration of a Final Details Design Study, DS 
25153 (Van Selow), for a 486 square-foot addition to 
an existing two-story residence and site improvements 
for the property located at Lincoln Street 3 northeast 
of 4th Avenue in the Single-Family Residential (R-1) 
District and Archeological Overlay Zone  
Proposed CEQA Action: Find the project categor-
ically exempt from environmental review pursuant 
to section 15301 (Existing Facilities) of the CEQA 
Guidelines and that none of the exceptions to the ex-
emptions contained in section 15300.2 can be made 
in this case

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Planning Commission of the City of Carmel-by-the-Sea will 
conduct a Public Hearing on Wednesday, January 21, 2026, at 4:00 PM, or as soon thereafter as 
possible. Immediately prior to the Public Hearing, the Commission will visit some or all the project 
sites in person as part of a Tour of Inspection. Interested members of the public are invited to attend 
both the Tour and the Hearing.

This meeting will be held via teleconference and in person in the City Council Chambers at City Hall  
located on Monte Verde Street between Ocean and Seventh Avenues. To participate via teleconference, 
use this link: https://ci-carmel-ca-us.zoom.us/j/86287177199?pwd=GwHlW4HciBil6Bd8Sbo5RGSTbhof
pD.1 To participate via phone, dial +1 (669) 444-9171. Webinar ID: 862 8717 7199. Passcode: 001916.

All interested people are invited to attend in person or via teleconference at the time and place specified above 
to give oral or written testimony concerning this matter. Written comments may be submitted to the Community 
Planning & Building Department at City Hall located on the east side of Monte Verde Street between Ocean 
and Seventh Avenues, Carmel-by-the-Sea, California, 93921, or P.O. Box CC, Carmel-by-the-Sea, California, 
93921, or by emailing aginette@ci.carmel.ca.us prior to the meeting. With respect to written comments, please 
submit them at least 2 hours before the meeting to ensure they are provided to the legislative body and made 
part of the record. Comments received after that time and up to the end of the public hearing will be saved as 
part of the record but may not be provided to the legislative body prior to or during the public hearing.

The staff report and relevant documents will be available at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting on the 
City’s website at http://www.ci.carmel.ca.us and found by clicking on “Government” and then “Meetings.” The 
Planning Commission meeting will be broadcast live on the City’s website at https://carmelbytheseaca.portal.
civicclerk.com/ and the City’s YouTube Channel at https://www.youtube.com/c/CityofCarmelbytheSea 
and archived there after the meeting. For more information regarding Planning Commission meetings, please 
contact the Community Planning & Building Department at (831) 620-2010.

City of Carmel-by-the-Sea 
Anna Ginette, Director of Community Planning & Building

PUBLIC NOTICE

P U B L I C  N O T I C E S

A fundraising drive has been launched at GoFundMe.com 
to help reopen Osio Theater in downtown Monterey.
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Serving the Monterey Peninsula for 24 Years

Wet Weather
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Time to refresh your carpets

Organic Natural Cleaners 
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Dries Same Day
GOT AREA RUGS?

that draws dog lovers “from all walks of 
life,” in her experience. 

“Every pet may not be a show dog, but 
rest assured, every show dog is a pet,” 
Trotter told an audience of 2.5 million, in 
a speech she gave before crowning West-
minster’s 2021 Best in Show, Wasabi the 
Pekingese. 

Westminster has been televised every 
year since 1948. In February 1970, CBS 
followed Trotter, a 34-year-old school-
teacher sporting her signature beehive, as 
she and Vagabond galloped to accept his 
honors. He was named Top Dog of All 

amateur handler to pull it off. 

A serious pedigree
Vagabond, who is immortalized in 

the American Kennel Club’s Dog Hall of 
Fame, took #1 Hound again the next year. 
His descendants bested the category nine 
more times, all victories but one before 
1995. (The ultimate title, Best in Show at 
Westminster, still eludes them.) To date, he 
is Trotter’s top-winning dog, and perhaps 
the most famous Norwegian elkhound in 
history — second only to President Her-
bert Hoover’s pet, Weejie. 

Vagabond was also a direct descendent 

puppy love had come on strong when Trot-
ter, age 11, befriended a neighborhood lady 
who bred and showed cocker spaniels. The 
pre-teen was naturally competitive — soft-
ball, straight-As, you name it — and this 

year, a spaniel named Melody won Trot-

kennel club near her hometown of Norfolk, 
Va. 

In 1949, Trotter got Candy. Candy’s 
parents had hunted brown bears in the 
Great Dismal Swamp of southern Virginia, 

to arrive in the U.S. in the 1920s. By 1951, 

LIVES
From page 23A

Trotter had her own litter on her hands, 
which she raised with the help of her par-
ents and younger brother. 

“All the dogs I’ve ever had have come 

She also grew up volunteering with the 
YWCA, and becoming a teacher in her 
early 20s was no mere supporting act for 
her canine career. In 1961, Trotter visited 
Carmel at the invitation of Doberman own-
ers she knew from Virginia, who had come 
by way of the Naval Postgraduate School. 
The next year saw Trotter and her three 
hounds taking back roads — the interstate 
system wasn’t yet complete — to return 
here. She landed a job at Carmel’s new 
middle school, which opened in 1962. 

Bright kids and big dogs have always 
fought for the larger share of her heart.

“I’ve never had a student I haven’t 
found good in, and I’ve never had a dog 
I couldn’t love,” said Trotter, who gets a 
lot of joy from mentoring junior show-
manship contenders, ages 9 to 18. She 
recently entrusted the granddaughter of her 
last Westminster-winning dog to friends in 
Ohio, who have a 13-year-old daughter. 
Trotter feels they might be just the family 
to carry on the name of Vin-Melca, and 
raise the next generation of champions.

The breeder’s bible

After “retiring” as a handler in 1994 to 
focus on judging, her last win at Westmin-
ster took place in 2017, a victory lap with 
her girl, Daggarwood Delight. An AKC 
Lifetime Achiever and a Purina Hall-of-
Famer, Trotter’s accolades precede her in 
dogdom. She traveled nearly every month 
last year to competitions from Alaska to 
Georgia, judging as many as 175 dogs per 
day, on her feet for 7 hours. Come Febru-
ary, Trotter will take her fourth turn as a 

“There’s only one,” as the slogan goes, 
a fact Trotter expounds in “Born to Win, 

-
lished in 1997, is commonly referenced 
as “the dog breeder’s bible,” she said — 
a 300-page guide for those aspiring to 

produce contenders worthy of the dog 
world’s Super Bowl. 

“To breed a dog worthy of winning 
Westminster is to climb a stairway to the 
top. It is a dream come true for any owner, 
handler, breeder or judge who is part of the 
equation. It is the ultimate,” Trotter wrote.

One of her favorite books — a two-vol-
ume set on English sporting dogs “pub-
lished when Jefferson was president” 
— served as inspiration for her own. The 
cherished volume was a gift from her late 
husband, Charles “Chuck” Trotter.

Must love dogs
She met him at the shows, where he was 

a familiar face on the panel at a number 
of competitions around the country. Trotter 
remembers the relationship as “cordial” — 
until they hit it off at a dinner with friends 
in 1993. 

“I probably wouldn’t have judged if I 

hadn’t married him,” Trotter said. From 
1994 until Chuck’s last show in 2021, 
the couple judged together from Tokyo to 
Oslo, Australia to South America. 

Next month, Trotter will return to West-
minster to present her kennel’s namesake 
trophy to this year’s Hound Group winner.

“What am I looking forward to? Getting 
-

ing that she’s “very emotional” about it all. 
Dedicating the new Vin-Melca Trophy is a 
fellow Westminster veteran named Thomas 
Millner, who believes this is “something 
that will never be repeated,” she explained, 

It will always be a little funny, seeing 
the name of the kennel she started at 15 
etched in sterling. It’s a portmanteau of her 
maiden name, Vincent, plus Melody (the 

“I realized it was kind of corny — but 
by that time, I was on a roll,” said Trotter. 

February 12-15, 2026February 12-15, 2026

AT&T AT&T PEBBLE BEACHPEBBLE BEACH
PRO-AMPRO-AM

PUBLICATION DATES: FEB. 6 & 13

The Carmel Pine Cone
Jung Yi-Crabbe - (831) 274-8646

jung@carmelpinecone.com

Reserve your placement today!

CIRCULATION: 43,500 (INCLUDED ONLINE AND IN PRINT)

The reinvented AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am — featuring a 
smaller and better field of PGA Pros, a bigger purse, and a 
more select group of amateurs and celebrities — has become 
one of the premier events on PGA calendar. Add in the relaxed 
ground rules that make it friendlier to the gallery and you have 
an event that’s drawing huge crowds who want to enjoy not only 
the competition on the golf courses, but the Monterey Peninsula’s 
great shops and restaurants. And that means tens of thousands 
of visitors will be looking to the Peninsula’s No. 1 source for local 
news — The Pine Cone — for our colorful coverage.

Don’t miss your chance to be a part of it! 

Focus shifts to best PGA pros 
and most exclusive celebrities!
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Monterey County’s Premier In-House Manufacturer of 
Quality Blinds, Shades, Shutters and Window Coverings 

CA Lic # 866474

Motorized/Bluetooth/Smart Home 
Options Available

Free In-Home Consultations

BESTBEST
HouseHouse

CleaningCleaning 
6 Years!6 Years!

So Many Dust Bunnies,
So Little Time

• Experienced
• Professional

TWO GIRLS 
FROM CARMEL

BONDED HOUSECLEANING
SPECIALISTS

831-626-4426
TwoGirlsFromCarmel.com

Offering a 
personal and 

friendly touch
for 30 years

FINE ESTATE JEWELRY 
BOUGHT AND SOLD
Serving Carmel Since 1982

831-624-5991
Mission St. Between Ocean and 7th

Viau Estate Jewelry

www.viauestatejewelry.com

Look 10 years younger in just a couple of hours using 

Need to freshen up your look?

NEWIMAGEBYHILARY.COM

If you don’t look good, I don’t look good

New Image by Hilary

BROWS, EYES & LIPS  

Before

Cone cover story showing lots on the north and south Sun-
set Center sites. Then, nothing happened for 35 years. To 
restart the discussion, here are two broad paths to consider.

  Bold vision
We could create village “gateways” by building discrete 

underground parking at Vista Lobos and Sunset Center to 
intercept cars before they reach downtown, paired with 
electric shuttles for local travel. Through public-private 
partnerships, developers could fund the parking lots 
while also building affordable, senior, and market-rate 
housing, high-end hotel rooms, and even reconstructing 
aging police and public works facilities through leaseback 
agreements.

through parking, occupancy tax, and property tax revenue 
but would require broad community support and, in Car-
mel, be a very heavy lift.

  Step-by-step approach
Alternatively, we could focus on smaller, incremen-

-
site lots, expanding shuttle use and addressing housing 
through the revised housing element. We could also scale 

MAYOR
From page 23A

back promotional spending during peak periods to manage 
demand. 

This approach may feel less disruptive, but it would 
likely require voter approval of new local taxes to cover 
rising maintenance costs and pension obligations as tradi-
tional revenues plateau, potentially requiring a superma-
jority vote and requiring us to become a charter city.

  Setting our priorities
There are other options as well. But whether you favor 

bold action or smaller steps, we should be having an open 
conversation about what it will take for Carmel to remain 
a beautiful, livable, and sustainable village. On Jan. 22, the 
city council will hold a strategic planning session to set 
priorities for the year ahead. If an issue isn’t on that list, 
it likely won’t get addressed. Please join us, speak up, or 
email your thoughts to cityclerk@cbts.us. 

To hear a podcast generated from this column, visit cli.
re/ourfuture.

Dale Byrne is Mayor of Carmel-by-the-Sea. His email 
is dbyrne@cbts.us.

children, the one who eschewed a college education to fol-
low her passion.

In her 20s, Wood traveled the world with a 35 mm cam-
era — a gift from her grandfather when she was 13 — pho-
tographing interesting architecture, scenery and intriguing 
people.

“I love photographing people,” she said. “Someday, 
I’d like to go back to Australia and shoot photos of the 
aboriginals.”

A favorite portrait in her collection is a glowering, griz-
zled-looking uniformed porter she spotted in New Orle-
ans, leaning against a post with a cigarette in his left hand 
and a dollar bill in his right. Another is her image of a 
handsome mariachi musician in full costume, spotted in 
Costa Rica.

Her keen eye and strong instincts carry over to the 
nudes she shoots today.

A cigarette and nothing more
She recalled taking photos in her warehouse-style stu-

dio one day when her model said she needed a cigarette.
“So, take off your clothes and have that cigarette,” 

Wood suggested. “Is that OK?”
The resulting photo, she said, was “Helmut 

ARTIST
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Newton-style,” referring to the German-Australian fash-
ion photographer whose images are known for edginess 
and attitude. 

Wood met her future husband, professional photogra-
pher Reg Regalado, while traveling down the U.S. coast 
with three other women from Western Canada.

“We got our visas, hopped on a bus, rode 45 minutes 
from Victoria to Seattle, walked up the hill to a youth hos-
tel, and there he was,” she said.

Regalado, managing the youth hostel at the time, 
checked her in and checked her out.

“It wasn’t until the other three girls started saying, ‘Oh, 
he’s so cute!’ that I started thinking, ‘Hmm … yeah, he 
kinda is.’

“So, we had fun, but we didn’t get serious about each 
other until later,” she said. Regalado’s Monterey Peninsula 
roots were part of the reason they settled in Carmel. She 
didn’t become aware of the Peninsula’s astounding art his-
tory until she got here.

“I struggle to describe this place to people back in Aus-
tralia, because Carmel is almost like a European history,” 
Wood said. “And Carmel’s photography history just blows 
my mind — the Westons and Ansel and many others. I just 
feel so fortunate to have found this place.”

Many of her intimate photo shoots take place amid 
breathtaking coastal scenery, frequently in Big Sur.

Romeo and Rocket
Wood and Regalado have two sons. Romeo, 12, has 

a creative talent for creating his own artistic toys from 
boxes, tubes and packaging materials.

“He has a very architectural mind,” Wood said with a 
laugh.

Younger brother Rocket (his real name) is a 9-year-old 

got Rookie of the Year honors this year as a running back 
and wide receiver for his Monterey Youth Football team, 
the Seaside Raiders.

Falling in love with the land of Ansel Adams, the 
Westons, Morley Baer, Imogen Cunningham, and other 
giants of her medium was easy for Wood, whose stu-
dio-gallery is a mini-museum of tributes. So, too, are her 
websites.

Images of Wood’s art and that of many other photog-
raphy greats can be viewed online at alliwood.com and 

-
ment. Contact Wood at (831) 241-4548.

Dennis Taylor is a professional freelance writer in 
Monterey County. Contact him at scribelaureate@gmail.
com.

Have something important to say 
about a local controversy?

Pine Cone readers would like to hear from you!  
Submit your letter to the editor (350 words max) 

to letters@carmelpinecone.com.
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1.9 %
ALL NEW 2025
RANGE ROVER
SPORT 
MODELS*

*Excluding P360S 

APR FOR
12-60 MONTHS

LAND ROVER MONTEREY
1711 DEL MONTE BLVD SEASIDE CA 93955  

(831)899-8800
LANDROVERMONTEREY.COM  

ALL NEW 2025
RANGE ROVER
SPORT 
MODELS*

APRFORAPR FOR
12-60 MONTHS

LAND ROVER MONTEREY
1711 DEL MONTE BLVD SEASIDE CA 93955  

(831)899-8800
LANDROVERMONTEREY.COM  

Vehicle shown: 2025 Range Rover Sport with optional features. New 2025
Range Rover Sport models (excluding P360S) eligible for financing at the APR shown
for well qualified buyers as determined by approved lender, JPMorgan Chase,N.A.
Not all will qualify. Payments per month per $1,000 financed, regardless of down
payment, can be as low as $84.65 at 1.9% for 12 months or $17.92 at 1.9% for 60
months. All amounts shown are estimates; retailer sets actual amounts. Supplies
are limited. Taxes, tiles,license and registration fees excluded. U.S. residency
restrictions apply.ncustomer must take new vehicle delivery from
retailer stock by 2/2/2026. 

people get hurt. Our local electeds’ lack 
of leadership reminds me of Daniel 5:27: 
“Thou art weighted in the balance and art 
found wanting.”

Kevin Hanley, 

Dear Editor,
Sincere thanks for the initiative taken, 

and the time spent over the holidays, by 
councilmembers Hans Buder and Jeff 
Baron in launching a crisis intervention 
effort with PG&E and communicating 
status and future plans to engage PG&E 
leadership with frequent updates to Carmel 
residents.

Through their efforts, Carmel’s recov-
ery was hastened. They recognized the 
absence of other anticipated leadership 
communications and quickly went into 
action on behalf of the city.

Jim Beck, 

Dear Editor,
As full-time residents of Carmel-by-

the-Sea for the past two years, we are con-
tinually reminded that this is a community 
that truly cares.

During the recent power outage, city 
council members Hans Buder and Jeff 
Baron stood out. Hans not only provided 
clear and timely email updates but went 
further — personally pressing PG&E for 
answers, arranging in-person meetings that 
revealed the utility company was under-
staffed, and even being seen around town 
checking where crews were (or were not) 
working. He continues even now, pressing 
them to ensure this doesn’t repeat itself 
and making them accountable. His lead-
ership, advocacy, and accessibility made a 
real difference.

We also wish to thank the Carmel 
Library and the Carmel Foundation for 
opening their doors so residents could 

LETTERS
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charge phones and warm up — no ques-
tions asked. We were especially touched 
when Kim Stemler, president and 
CEO, personally welcomed us into her 

-
key dinner. The next day, she greeted us 
by name on the street and asked, “Would 
you like some pizza?” In that moment, we 
thought, we live in Mayberry!

Thank you, Hans Buder and Kim Stem-
ler. You are remarkable ambassadors for 
Carmel, and we deeply appreciate your 
passion and commitment.

Mica & Laureen Hill, 

Dear Editor,
Thanks to the Pine Cone for its Jan. 2 

article, “P.G. grapples with state’s hous-
ing demands.” The article provides an 
excellent account of the years-long pro-

Council’s Dec. 17 decision to approve a 
plan for 1,125 new homes and apartments 

explaining this longstanding regulatory 
saga and included a broad spectrum of res-
idents’ comments on this most important 
and controversial housing initiative.

And kudos to the P.G. City Council 
and staff for their decision to green-light 
construction of this critically needed and 
legally mandated new housing in our 
community. Hopefully, these new housing 
units will address P.G.’s chronic shortage 
of moderate-and low-income homes for 
schoolteachers, public safety workers, 
small business owners and others who are 

housing market.
What many NIMBY P.G. residents 

have overlooked in their longstanding 

these new units are mandated by state law 
— which supersedes contrary local gov-
ernment efforts to limit or prevent con-
struction of new housing stock. Efforts by 
other California cities to ignore or oppose 
these state housing mandates — Hunting-
ton Beach being the poster child for such 

by California courts. And such obdurate 
opposition by cities and counties means 

-
tions will lose any role in making required 
new housing consistent with the existing 
communities’ desires and values, in favor 
of unwisely transferring that authority to 
the private sector. As P.G. councilmember 
Paul Walkingstick aptly observed at the 
council’s Dec. 17 hearing, “If we don’t 
approve this, we are abdicating our role to 
developers.”

explicit obligation under state law to “meet 
its fair share of regional housing needs.” 
That delay is disturbing — at least to this 
longtime resident. But, hopefully, state 

has belatedly completed and approved, and 
critically needed new housing for our com-
munity can move forward without further 
hurdles.

assumed its legal and moral responsibil-
ity to help solve California’s longstanding 
housing crisis.

Richard Frank, 

Dear Editor,
The California Legislature has required 

local governments to provide for addi-
tional housing. It is a worthy goal. How-
ever, given the latest in a series of power 
failures on the Monterey Peninsula, has 
anyone given a thought regarding the 
source of additional electricity to service 
new housing when existing power sources 
to service existing residences are inade-
quate? Just wondering!

Stephen Millich, 

Dear Editor,
It is sad but not surprising to hear that 

MPUSD has been quietly using a loop-
hole to avoid mandatory minimum teacher 
salary increases for the last two years. 
MPUSD prefers to sidestep mandates — 
something that sounds all too familiar to 

local MPUSD taxpayers.
This year residents within the Monte-

rey Peninsula School District saw property 
taxes rise due to Measure A, a 2024 $340 
million school bond measure. MPUSD 
stated this money was because “all of our 
local schools are over 50 years old and 
need essential repairs and updates.” In 
2018, MPUSD promised that a separate 
$213 million bond would be used for “the 
most urgent needs.” However, many of the 
current 2025 needs are still the same needs 
MPUSD deemed “urgent” in 2018.

California laws mandate oversight of 
taxpayer school bond funds, and MPUSD 
promised transparency and accountabil-
ity. The California Constitution states 
the governing board of a school district 
“shall establish and appoint members to 
an independent citizens’ oversight com-

the election results.” MPUSD has not 
done this. The California Education code 
states that this committee “shall consist 
of at least seven members.” MPUSD has 
not done this. Superintendent PK Diffen-
baugh and the MPUSD Board appear to not 
understand the meaning of a mandate, or 
the word “shall,” or have any concern for 
public oversight of millions of our taxpayer 
dollars.

Currently MPUSD is planning several 
multimillion-dollar school construction 

new gymnasium, theater, and baseball/soft-
ball complex, and has argued that smaller 

facilities, such as restroom upgrades, better 
lighting, new windows, and more outlets, 
are apparently “not cost effective” and take 
resources away from their larger, loftier 
goals.

Meanwhile, Diffenbaugh cited various 
excuses for not improving teacher salaries 
and instead essentially threatened teachers 
by implying “we have been fortunate to 
avoid large-scale layoffs to this point.”

MPUSD needs to focus on teacher 
retention, the needs of our school facilities, 

Marta Kraftzeck, 

 Seaside’s Premier European 
Auto Service Experts and 

Dealership Alternative

(831) 230-7822

Monday – Friday 8:00am - 5:30pm

Proudly servicing 
Mercedes, Sprinter, BMW, Audi 
and Land Rover with precision 

and passion!

684 Ponderosa St, Seaside, CA 93955

www.MarlowMotorWerks.com



28A      The Carmel Pine Cone      January 9, 2026  

Jessica Canning

Carmel Specialist

The markets across Carmel, Pebble Beach, Carmel Highlands, 
Preserve, Quail Lodge and Meadows, Tehama and Monterra 
continued to build momentum this year with 314 sales for a 
total of $1.13B, which is a nice uptick in deal flow from last 
year (294), but off a touch from the $1.15B total investment 
in 2024. The top of the market continues to hold strong, but 
we’ve seen particular strength in the $1.5-2M and $2.5-3M 
brackets this year, which is what drove the increased deal flow 
over last year. Pebble Beach had a particularly strong quarter 
with 31 deals that closed for $102M, which is about on par for 
what we expect to see in Pebble in the fourth quarter. Carmel 
slowed to 29 deals, which is also fairly standard for this area 
as seasonal buyers tend to focus on ski vacation homes, 
rather than beach houses. The Highlands had a nice uptick in 
sales this quarter with 9 escrows, up from the 3 last quarter. 
The Preserve had 5 sales this quarter, which is a strong 
quarter for that region. Quail and Tehama didn’t have any 
sales this quarter, which is a bit of an anomaly for the Mid-
Valley area, although Monterra sold a brand-new house for a 
very strong $6.25M. 

Prices have softened overall with buyers getting more room 
off the list price, with an average 6% discount rate this 
quarter, double what it was in 3Q25 as sellers finally softened 

4Q 2025  | Market Update

their stance on the list price. While median sales prices 
appear to be falling, coming in at $2.95M this quarter, down 
from $3.97M last quarter, this is mostly because more deals 
are closing at the bottom of the market. As is typical for this 
market, the top of the market would rather hold than sell in a 
market dip, which is something we saw this quarter, with 23 
listings above $4M come off the market in the 4th quarter. We 
anticipate most of these to still be available and likely to come 
back to the market in the spring.

From a larger market perspective, San Francisco and 
Manhattan had some of their strongest years and quarters as 
we’re seeing more buyers come back to the city after leaving 
during the COVID years. Our market tends to trail behind the 
Bay Area and SF by about 6-9 months, so we’re anticipating a 
particularly strong spring and summer this year. While there 
are a lot of headlines that warrant attention these days, the 
stability of a small, sophisticated town will continue to be a 
large draw, and we anticipate that to continue through this 
year.

Mike Canning | Jessica Canning | Nic Canning | Nancy Canning | Ellen Armstrong |  Anita Jones | Caroline Garcia 

team@canningproperties.com | 831.238.5535 | CanningProperties.com

© 2026 Sotheby’s International Realty. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark and used with permission. Each Sotheby’s International Realty office is independently owned and 
operated, except those operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. All offerings are subject to errors, omissions, changes including price or withdrawal without notice. Equal Housing Opportunity. Mike Canning DRE: 
01004964, Jessica Canning DRE: 01920034, Nic Canning DRE: 01959355, Ellen Armstrong DRE:02046046, Anita Jones DRE: 01926760,Unlicensed Assistants: Nancy Canning & Caroline Garcia.

The
#1 TEAM in 2020, 2021, and 2022

TOP 10 TEAM for Sotheby’s International Realty Nationwide for 9 years

Scan the QR Code to View the Full Report
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carmelart.org831-250-3347Dolores St. between 5th & 6th Avenues, Carmel-by-the-Sea, CAOpen daily from 10 am to 5 pm

Pamela Carroll

Michie LongChristine Crozier

Ethan Walsh

Kathleen Crocetti

January Exhibitions
Jan. 7 -  Feb. 2, 2026

CARMEL ART 
ASSOCIATION

Join us for 
our Reception on

Saturday, January 10th
from 4 to 7 pm

Experiments with 
Color and Light
Kathleen Crocetti

All Members Show
80 CAA Artists

The  Carmel  Pine  Cone
Section 2

Peninsula Sports 
By DENNIS TAYLOR

-

-

-
-

-

Also in the middle of the defense is returning starter 
-

-

T
-
-

-

-

Continues next page
Stevenson’s Zach DaSilva, right, battles Bodhi Melton, left, of Car-
mel, for control. 

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER

Carmel’s Alex Castagna, white jersey, battles Stevenson’s Zach DaSilva, left, 
and Blake Jones, center, for possession during a nonleague game in De-
cember. 

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER
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Begin 2026 with a luxurious reset:
Tarot card readings, private intention-setting workshops, 

customized organic facials, and deeply restorative 

recovery massages.  

Use code LOCAL when booking online 

to receive a 10% discount on services every day.

415 West Carmel Valley Road • Carmel Valley
(831) 658-3400 • bernarduslodge.com

anybody.”
Preseason victories for the Padres have 

“We’ve faced some 

Division is going to be 

each other.” 

First-year goalkeeper

From previous page

said. 

sity veterans.

Freshman leads in scoring

has an assist.

time as a defender.

Carmel’s Miro Balaban threads the ball between Stevenson de-
fenders in a preseason game. 

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER

See SPORTS page 36A



January 9, 2026 The Carmel Pine Cone                         31A

Next opportunity 
to advertise in this section:

January 9, 2026

Please call

Meena Lewellen 

(831) 274-8655

meena@carmepinecone.com

Gentle Marbles has a heart of kindness and a wagging tail. 

Though a senior, she’s energetic on walks, trotting happily 

by your side. She bonds quickly and follows her humans 

everywhere. With soft treats and a cozy couch, she’ll be your 

best friend. Find a peaceful, loving companion.

Want to meet Marbles? 
Please fill out our online adoption questionnaire.

www.POMDR.org
831-718-9122

P.O. Box 51554, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

Female

Chihuahua mix

12 lbs

Approx. 8 
years old

Meet Marbles!

(If you’d like to sponsor our 
next ad, please give us a call.)

Ad Sponsored by

Monterey Bay Whale Watch

www.gowhales.com

Local favorite for fresh, delicious seafood, 
salads, sandwiches and more

Indoor & Outdoor Dining + Take-Out available
Reservations are recommended and available online at 

 vivoloschowderhouse.com
(831) 372-5414 |127 Central Ave., Pacific Grove 

(2 blocks up from the Monterey Aquarium)  Like us on 

— CHILDREN’S MENU —

Award-Winning Chowder! 

THE MOST 
PROFESSIONAL 
AREA RUG   
CLEANER ON THE 
CENTRAL COAST

RUG PAD,
RUG APPRAISAL, 
RUG REPAIR
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Breakfast and Lunch
Daily from 9am - 4pm

VICTORIUS offers a thoughtful, diverse selection of leading 
ladies fashions and accessories to enhance a woman’s unique 

style in a friendly, comfortable environment. 
Come in and be delightfully surprised and receive 
10% OFF your purchase by mentioning this ad!

Nic + Zoe
MARBLE
HOBO

Habitat

Lysse
NYDJ

local artisans and more!

– PACIFIC GROVE TRAVEL –
593 Lighthouse Avenue 
Pacific Grove, CA 93950

(831) 373-0631 | pgtravel.com CST# 1003488-10

MARCH 3 - 5, 2026

Ride the California Zephyr through 

historic Donner Pass! Private railcar, 

stunning scenery, and 2 nights at 
the El Dorado Hotel, Reno. Food & 

drinks available onboard.

Hosted by Joe Shammas, 

Pacific Grove Travel

Sierra Getaway Train

Transport from 
Pacific Grove included

Full payment due at 
booking; non-refundable. 

Travel insurance recommended.

$699dbl
$789single

ALMOST 

SOLD 

OUT!
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831-624-3821        Ample Free Parking        831-624-1805
6th & Junipero, Carmel • Open Daily 6:30am - 8pm • Local Home & Hotel Delivery 

PRIME & USDA CHOICE MEATS
GOURMET DELI

FARM FRESH PRODUCE

Award Winning Market & Deli 
Organic Produce • Full Service Gourmet Deli 

Ready Made Entrees • Fresh Squeezed Organic OJ
Cold Craft Beer • Local Wines • Top Shelf Liquor • And More! 

PRIME & USDA CHOICE MEATS, POULTRY & SEAFOOD
Tomahawks • Flank Steak • Skirt Steak • Chuck Roast 

Skuna Bay Salmon • Smart Chicken Products 

Famous Prime Rib Carving Station with
Thur., Stuffed Pork Roast • Fri., Poached Salmon • Sat., Chicken Marsala

with Scalloped potatoes, vegetable medley, garlic bread • 4pm - til sold out

Carmel’s Largest
Independent
Liquor Store
Since 1953

Get Groceries Home Delivered
OUR FRIENDLY STAFF IS HERE TO HELP YOU WITH ALL 

YOUR CALL IN GROCERY NEEDS, IT’S AS EASY AS 1,2,3!

BEFORE 11AM FOR SAME DAY 8316243821 MON  FRI

ThisWeek Live Music, 
Clubs and Events

Food & Wine
Galleries and Art

C A R M E L  •  P E B B L E  B E A C H  •  C A R M E L  V A L L E Y  &  T H E  M O N T E R E Y  P E N I N S U L A

On a High Note
By CHRIS COUNTS

~ MONDAYSTHURSDAYS ~
FOR MONTEREY COUNTY LOCALS & MILITARY

OPEN DAILY AT 10:30AM
Reservations:
FishHopper.com or
831 3728543
700 Cannery RowProprietors Chris Shake and Sabu JR Shake

Must present Monterey County or Military ID.
Parties of 8 or less. Not valid holidays or during holiday periods.

~ FISH & CHIPS $20
~ LINGUINI & CLAMS $20
~ BUTTERNUT SQUASH 

RAVIOLI $20
~  PRAWNS SCAMPI 

MONTEREY $22
~ PARMESAN CRUSTED 

CHICKEN $23

~ SKIRT STEAK $23

~ BROILED SALMON $23

~ GRILLED SANDDABS $23

~  ASIAN STYLE 
BABY BACK RIBS $23

~  MONTEREY BAY 
CIOPPINO $25

CHOICE OF ENTRÉE, CLAM CHOWDER OR SALAD & CHEF’S DESSERT

BROILED SALMON

3 COURSE MEALS STARTING AT $20

BROILED SALMON

~Voted Best LOCALS MENU

 Passionate playing

The Lysander Piano Trio

ist Itamar Zorman, 
James Kim

Liza Ste-
panova

Shaun Cas-

sidy

Madregalia 

Kellie Mor-
gantini

Jefferson DeMarco

The Pastyme 
Consort See MUSIC page 37A

A one-time teen idol, singer Shaun Cassidy went on 
to become a successful producer and playwright. He 
plays Thursday at Golden State Theatre in Monterey.

The Lysander Piano Trio takes the stage Saturday, 7:30 p.m., at Sunset 
Center.
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F O O D  &  W I N E

HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM

NEW YEAR, SAME WOODY

3 6 6 5  R I O  R O A D ,  C A R M E L  •  S H E A R WAT E R TAV E R N . C O M

at

presents

RESERVATIONS AT OPENTABLE.COM

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16, 7PM - 10PM
Enjoy a fun night with music and dinner. DJ Andy Uyeda will be spinning 

classic Disco and Motown tunes. Dine with us before, during or after, 
the full Shearwater dinner menu will be available.

Shearwater

NO COVER 
CHARGE 

DAILY 12 NOON TO 10PM

EXPERIENCE THE ORIGINAL
Watch as your personal chef slices tender 
steak and juicy chicken. Take in the aroma 

of sizzling shrimp, lobster and savory 
vegetables. Or try our fresh nigiri, sashimi 
and specialty rolls, all prepared with the 

in Japanese cuisine.

136 Olivier St., Monterey
Near Old Fisherman’s Wharf  

(831) 644-9007  WWW.BENIHANA.COM

Soup to Nuts

to a page with numerous ways to do that. 
There’s a $1,200 gift card priced at $1,000, 
and a branded thermos — also $1,000 — 
that includes 365 days of beverages, plus 
other commemorative items and recogni-
tion on a donor wall. 

For Champagne, it’s 
more than a place of busi-
ness. It’s where the kids — 
now 18 and 23 — grew up. 
She described happy mem-
ories of them roller skating 

and skateboarding around indoors, nap-
ping on a couch in the back, and helping 
out once they were old enough. “To buy 
the building your business is in is a dream,” 
she said — one she hopes the community 
will help make come true.

 Bud’s gets new chef
Bud’s at La Playa is a special place. 

It’s a dimly lit, well-appointed, classic 
bar staffed by adept bartenders who offer 
a wide range of cocktails and have a deep 
selection of liquor, beer and wine on which 
to draw. It’s frequented by locals, some of 
whom are members of its Cabinet Soci-

WELCOME BACK to your regular 
routine. With the new year come some 
changes of the guard in a couple of local 
kitchens, an appeal to help a popular local 
spot preserve its history, and some ideas 
for a deli lunch — or an international affair.

 Helping Happy Girl
Nearly a year ago, Happy Girl Kitchen 

owners Jordan and Todd Champagne — 
who have been running the family business 
for more than two decades — learned that 
the landlord for their longtime location at 
173 Central Ave. had died, and the build-
ing’s heirs want to sell it.

Roy Pina, who owns the spot with his 
brothers and a business partner, said it was 
a good source of income for his mother, but 
now that she is gone, they are ready to sell. 

since his father, George, built it and ran a 
successful Dutch Boy paint store there for 
40 years. Said the 71-year-old Pina, “I’ve 
been going in and out of that building for 
70 years.” It was also home to the Granary, 
a longtime health food store.

Jordan Champagne said she is simi-

larly attached. She thought about moving 
the operation — a combination canning 
facility, bakery, classroom and cafe — but 
quickly became discouraged in her search. 
When the building was appraised, how-
ever, “I realized I had already ‘bought’ it 
once in rent,” Champagne said, and that 
buoyed her hopes of purchasing it. She 
made an offer (she’s staying mum on the 
amount) and the owners accepted it. All 
that’s left to do is come up with a $200,000 
down payment, and for that, Champagne 
has gotten creative and is asking the com-
munity to help out.

A fundraiser link at the top of the busi-
ness’ website, happygirlkitchen.com, leads 

ety, which allows them to store bottles 
purchased through the bar (at the appro-
priate markup, of course) and have drinks 
made from them exactly to their liking. 
The kitchen provides food for the bar, the 
restaurant that includes a lounge and ter-
race, and catering for banquets.

That complex identity has consistently 
presented a challenge to culinary teams, as 
they’ve sought a balance between elegant 
yet accessible dishes that appeal to diners 
and items that will satiate bar patrons. New 
executive chef Jose Mejia, who has 19 
years of experience in the hospitality busi-
ness, is the latest to take a crack at it.

“Mejia brings a polished yet approach-
able style shaped by his work in celebrated 
kitchens across the country,” according 
to La Playa’s management, including a 
stint as exec chef at The Meritage Resort See FOOD next page

in Napa Valley and time in the kitchens 
at Michelin-starred Bouchon Bistro in 
Napa Valley, the Pump Room in Chicago’s 
Public Hotel, and Parkshore Grill in St. 
Petersburg, Fla. His culinary philosophy 
“is centered on authenticity, balance, and 
a deep respect for seasonal, locally sourced 
produce.”

Cabinet society
The menu at Bud’s has changed several 

chef Boris Ilabaca, who was in charge of 
the kitchen when the bar reopened in 2019 
under the Bud’s moniker, with a new-but-
classic vibe, and debuted the Cabinet Soci-
ety. After Ilabaca left in 2024, a consulting 
chef stepped in to revise and refresh the 

Temple Beth El in Sali-
nas is holding its 70th 
annual Drive-Thru 
Deli Pack sale, with 
pickups in Salinas 
and Monterey. In 
addition to a pound 
of specially selected 
corned beef or pas-
trami, those who pony 
up the $45 fee will 
get a loaf of Jewish 
rye bread, salad, 
cake and (apparent-
ly) coveted pickles.

(Left) The Champagne family has been turning out good food at 
Happy Girl Kitchen for decades. They’re turning to their customers 
and community for help to buy the café’s building.
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Françaix 
Dixtuor
Enescu 

Chamber Symphony
Wolf-Ferrari 

Sinfonia da Camera 

Saturday, January 17, 2026 at 4 PM
Peace United Church of Christ, 
900 High St., Santa Cruz

Sunday, January 18, 2026 at 4 PM
First Presbyterian Church of Monterey, 
501 El Dorado St., Monterey

For ticket sales and 
more Information visit

espressorch.org

ESPRESSIVO Orchestra presents

831-652-3069

Serving Japanese and Korean Dinners

9 Del Fino Place, Carmel Valley Village

Online orders: 
mikasushi.menu11.com

SAT & SUN 1:00pm-8:30pm | MON, WED-FRI 4:30pm-8:30pmLYSANDER 
PIANO TRIO

JAN
10
2026

WORKS BY:

• Udi Perlman 

 59th Season |  Sunset Center |  7 :30 pm
chambermusicmontereybay.org |  (831)  625-2212

menu, working in classic dishes like oysters Rockefeller 
and steak frites.

Under Mejia, the lineup has been overhauled, with 

headlining the entrées at $52 and $44, respectively. Shar-
able items include raw oysters, a shrimp cocktail, a cheese 
and charcuterie board, Spanish-inspired patatas bravas, 
and kabocha squash toast with apple, with prices ranging 
from $14 (the potatoes) to $32.

Guests craving salads can opt for a little gem Caesar 
or a chicories salad with apple, fromage blanc and apple 
cider vinaigrette.

The two items that have remained consistent through 
the years and leadership changes — the comforting grilled 
cheese and tomato bisque ($20) and the excellent Bud’s 
burger ($25) — are still the top sellers.

For those who would enjoy a simple snack like mixed 
nuts or popcorn to nibble on while enjoying their cock-
tails, however, the Bud’s menu consistently falls short. 
A dish of olives and breadsticks, reminiscent of the free 
treats provided in upscale London bars, came close, but 
that offering was short-lived.

That small aspect aside, it continues to be a favorite 
Carmel spot, especially on Tuesday and Sunday nights, 

FOOD
From previous page

playing jazz, and during folkYEAH’s vinyl sessions 
on Thursdays.

Bud’s is open daily from 3 to 10 p.m. La Playa is 
located at Camino Real and Eighth. Find more infor-
mation at budscarmel.com.

Harshman takes Shearwater helm
Shearwater Tavern in the Carmel Mission Inn 

on Rio Road welcomed Cory Harshman as its new 
executive chef in September. Harshman, a graduate 

-
nary program, has previously worked at Casanova, 
Bernardus Lodge, and La Playa.

an IHOP. His mother was a manager, and when he 
turned 14 — legally old enough to work there — he 
became a host. At 16, when he was old enough to 
bus tables, he embraced the dirty work, noting that 
customers at the fast-casual outlet were not always 
kind to hosts and servers. After a number of restau-
rant jobs — and a stint in a warehouse — he headed 
to Johnson & Wales. A friend’s wedding brought him 
to Santa Cruz, and he moved to California almost on 
a whim.

“There were way more opportunities out here,” he said. 
At Shearwater, he hopes to build an upscale menu around 
the fresh produce that’s available year-round. He’s already 
added a roasted beet salad with toasted pistachios, fennel, 
and pomegranate seeds, seared sea bass with lentils, leeks, 
maitake mushrooms, and a hanger steak spiffed up with 
roasted potato cake, cipollini onions, maitakes and  black 
garlic sauce. To learn more, visit shearwatertavern.com.

returns Feb. 5 and 6, offering some Jewish favorites for 
pickup in Salinas, where the synagogue is located, and 
Monterey.

Now in its 70th year, the popular community fundraiser 
offers meal kits that customers can assemble. Organizers 
expect the event to sell out and are encouraging advance 
purchases. For $45, you get a pound of either corned beef 

in San Francisco, salad, half of a locally baked chocolate 
cake and four of the event’s signature pickles.

Online ordering is available at templebethelsalinas.org, 
or hungry-but-internet-averse customers can call (831) 
424-9151 to arrange payment by credit card, cash or check 

Lighthouse Bistro Global Cuisine at 570 Lighthouse St. 
in Monterey was opened in May by local hospitality vet-
eran Ralph Elrayes and his partner and chef, Sunil Sthapit. 

cuisines — Elrayes is Lebanese and Sthapit is Nepalese 
— and many other international classics. The duo is pas-
sionate about food and service, and it shows. The spot is 
just right for an exceptional breakfast, lunch or dinner. It 
offers a nice range of benedicts, as well as dishes like a 
California omelet with bacon, avocado, cheese and coun-

brunch?
“We have a lot of sandwiches and salads on the lunch 

menu,” said Elrayes, who highlighted a popular roasted 
beet salad and the fattoush salad, a Lebanese dish charac-
terized by the use of sumac, a spice known for its tangy 

also serve kibbeh — Arabic dumplings — and chicken 
and beef momo, Nepalese dumplings. “I make the momo 
shells by hand because they don’t come in the size I need,” 
Sthapit explained.

sauce, and butter chicken, as well as the signature pome-
granate chicken, marinated in Mediterranean spices, 
grilled, and drizzled with pomegranate molasses. It has 
just the right amount of zing and is served alongside rice 
and seasonal vegetables. Choose from a nice selection of 
wine, beer and wine-based cocktails, mocktails and other 
beverages. And you shouldn’t leave without something 
sweet.

“We are famous for our baklava,” Elrayes said. His wife 
-

ing inside several layers of phyllo dough and — because it 
sells so briskly — it’s always crispy and fresh. They offer 
catering and an option to rent the space for private parties. 
Learn more or view the menu at lighthouse-bistro.com. 

Mary Schley, Elaine Hesser and Sally Baho contrib-
uted to this week’s column.

Chef Jose Mejia has recently taken over the kitchen at La Playa and 
is bringing his signature style to the menus there. But don’t worry — the 
grilled cheese and tomato soup are still there, as is the Bud’s burger.

Open since May, Lighthouse Bistro Global Cuisine offers lots of 
bites of delicious food from around the world, including savory 
dumplings, called momos, from Nepal.
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THE MONTEREY PENINSULA 
has some of 

the world’s 
best restaurants!

And Pine Cone readers are 
the people who appreciate them! 

Keep them up-to-date about your newest menu 
additions, finest wines, and special events. 

Contact Meena (831) 274-8655
meena@carmelpinecone.com

Art Roundup
By CHRIS COUNTS

bition invites you to journey through land-
scapes from around the world, of wonder, 
solitude and renewal, seen through Neff’s 
eyes.

Also new at the art center are shows by 
painters Cynthia Rand-Thompson, Susan 
Costes, Willamina Strupat and William 
Thompson (“You Can See It from Here”), 

Moore, Dennis Segers and Jacqui Turner 
(“Hidden Worlds”), members of the gal-

lery’s Wednesday night 
drawing and painting group 
(“Painting From Life”), and 
Monterey High School pho-
tographers Logan Marchese 
and Amber Kane (“Through 
Our Lens”).

The exhibits continue through Feb. 26. 
The art center is located at 568 Lighthouse 
Ave., and its website is pgartcenter.org.

 Photo wins $2,500 prize
The Center for Photographic Art just 

closed its 2025 International Juried Exhi-
bition, but before doing so, handed out an 
array of awards — including First Place to 
Margo Cooper for her photo, “Cora and 
Ralph with Their Son and John.” The effort 
earned her a $2,500 prize.

Other winners included Quintavius 
Oliver (Second Place, $1,000 prize), Ian 
McFarlane (Third Place, $500 prize) and 
Shane Hallinan, who took home the Salon 
Jane Award for Women in Photography. 

named the People’s Choice, earning her 

Carmel Art Association, P.G. Art Center and other galleries welcome 2026
KICKING OFF the New Year with a 

bang, shows open at a number of local gal-
leries this weekend, including Carmel Art 

the Center for Photographic Art.
The Carmel Art Association hosts a free 

public reception with live jazz Saturday 
at 4 p.m. for mixed media artist Kathleen 
Crocetti, who “uses light as a metaphor for 
the spirit that lies within all living beings.”

“Color is made of light, and without 

light there is no color,” the gallery’s Lili 
Mendez told The Pine Cone. “These two 
elements are entwined with one another, 
and their relationship has been a long-
standing fascination for Kathleen — each 
body of work explores this relationship 
within the context of a personal narrative.”

Crocetti is a middle school art teacher 
who has led a variety of projects adorning 
public spaces with mosaics in downtown 
Santa Cruz.

Also new at the CAA is an All Members 
Show featuring work by about 80 artists.

“From bold new works that explore 
fresh perspectives, to cherished pieces 
brought out from studio collections,” Men-
dez said, “visitors will be treated to a cap-
tivating mix of paintings, sculptures and 

voices of our artists.”
The show, she added, “is a testa-

ment to the enduring spirit of collabo-
ration and artistic excellence that has 

98 years.”
The exhibits will be on display 

through the end of the month. The art 
association gallery is located on Dolores 
between Fifth and Sixth. Its website is 
carmelart.org.

 New in P.G.
-

brates another First Friday on Jan. 9, the 

shows, including painter Donald Neff’s 
“Where Light Falls,” which explores 
the wild places the artist loves. Subjects 
include “crystal streams, thundering 
falls, and granite peaks rising above still 
lakes — as well as the quiet beauty of 
ordinary moments.”

“Whether on location or in the stu-
dio, Donald captures nature’s timeless 
vitality,” the art center said. “This exhi-

a $150 prize. Honorable 
mention awards were given 
to Paul Adams, Gina Cho-
lick, Moonsung Lee, Scott 
Offen and J.P. Terlizzi.

Also, a new show, “The 
Californians,” by three 

Tracy L. Chandler and 
Janet Delaney, opens Sat-
urday with a free public 
reception at 4 p.m., pre-
ceded by a talk at 3 p.m. 
next door at Carpenter Hall.

“We’re honored that 
Ian, Tracy and Janet will be 
here in person,” executive 
director Ann Jastrab said. 
“Each of these artists lives 
in California and is making work in and 
about California, though their work is very 
different.”

Painter Cyndra Bradford’s “Big Sur, Fall” is featured in a new show 
at Carmel Art Association.

Painter Timothy Sloan captures the beauty and dra-
ma of the local coastline in this painting, which is on 
display at Carmel Art Association. 

The show continues through Feb. 8. 
The gallery is located in Sunset Center at 
San Carlos and Ninth.
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St. John’s Chapel Del Monte

1490 Mark Thomas Drive, Monterey, CA 93940
831-375-4463 • stjohnschapel.com

The Rev. Dr. Richard Miles          1928 Book of Common Prayer
HOLY COMMUNION AT 10 A.M. SUNDAYS

Established 1891

St. Anselm’s Anglican Church
SCRIPTUREBASED WORSHIP

FELLOWSHIP HOUR
Worship Every

Sunday 9:30 am
Meeting at:

Peninsula Baptist Church 
1116 Funston Avenue  |  Pacific Grove, CA 93950

831-521-4267  |  stanselmsanglican.org

COME FOLLOW ME

Chapels and Services
1 Skyline Forest Drive, Monterey

10 am
12:30 pm (single adults)

1024 Noche Buena St., Seaside
10:30 am
1 pm (Tongan)

QUESTIONS?
(408) 708-8800
www.comeuntochrist.org MONTEREY STAKE

One way to grow 
closer to Christ is to 
attend church. There 
are so many reasons 
to join our Christian 
community.
Come join us and see.

Sunday Worship
10 a.m.

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

Lincoln Street and 7th Avenue • Carmel-by-the-Sea
churchofthewayfarer.com • 831-624-3550

ALL are WELCOME 

Church of the Wayfarer
United Methodist

Worship
CARMEL ~ CARMEL VALLEY ~ MONTEREY 

PACIFIC GROVE ~ PEBBLE BEACH ~ SEASIDE

3152 Forest Lake Road, Pebble Beach

churchintheforest.org

Special Music 9:45 am
Worship Service 10:00 am
Complimentary Pebble Beach Gate Entrance

on the
Stevenson School Campus

Church
in the

Forest

Preaching this Sunday
Rev. Dr. Mike Harbert

“How God Feels About Us”

Email
Anne@carmelpinecone.com

to be included in this directory

www.carmelmission.org

Journey to the heart of Carmel ...
where it all began

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
 5:30 p.m. 5:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY MASSES SUNDAY MASSES
 9 a.m.  9 a.m. andand 11 a.m.  11 a.m. 
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CALENDAR

To advertise, email anne@carmelpinecone.com
$0.50 per word ($35 min. charge)

• Add a photo for your event for only $25 •

Jan. 11 — Meet author Ann Shepphird, 2 to 4 p.m. 
at River House Books in The Crossroads, Rio Road off 
Highway 1, Carmel. A limited number of pre-release 
copies of the latest in her Carmel-based Destinations 
Murder Mystery series will be available for purchase.

Sundays — Live music 5 to 7 p.m. at Woody’s at 
Del Mesa. Musical guests Brice and Nina deliver an 
eclectic mix of jazz, rock and reggae, 500 Del Mesa 
Carmel. (831) 624-1854

Fridays — Dino Vera, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., at Terry’s 
Restaurant + Lounge, inside Cypress Inn, Lincoln and 
Seventh, Carmel-by-the-Sea. For more information, 
please contact Cypress Inn, (831) 624-3871.

Saturdays — Soulful blues with Debbie Davis and 
Gennady, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., at Terry’s Restaurant 
+ Lounge, inside Cypress Inn, Lincoln and Seventh, 
Carmel-by-the-Sea. For more information, please 
contact Cypress Inn, (831) 624-3871.

Jan. 17-18 — Espressivo orchestra presents “Swan 
Song,” featuring works by Françaix, Enescu and Wolf-
Ferrari. Performances begin 4 p.m. Jan. 17 at Peace 
United Church of Christ, 900 High St., Santa Cruz; and 
4 p.m. Jan. 18 at First Presbyterian Church of Monterey, 
501 El Dorado St., Monterey. For tickets and details, 
visit espressorch.org 

Jan. 19 – Meg Waite Clayton, NYT bestselling 
author of “Typewriter Beach,” in conversation 
with BBC journalist & CWC member, Alison van 
Diggelen, author of “The Love Project,” 2 p.m. 
Carmel Woman’s Club, San Carlos and Ninth. Open to 
the public. $10/guests/members free.

Jan. 20 — Demonstration of Ikebana, the art 

presented 12:30 p.m. at the Monterey Peninsula 
Buddhist Temple, 1155 Noche Buena St., Seaside. 
Guest fee is $5. Refreshments served.

Jan. 27 — 
supporting Project Healing Waters, Monterey Pro-
gram’s work helping veterans and 
active-duty service members 
recover physically and emotion-
ally through the therapeutic ac-

. Hog’s Breath 
Inn, San Carlos between Fifth and 
Sixth, Carmel. Great food! Live and 
silent auctions! Complimentary parking and shuttle at 
public lot, Third and Torres. $50/person. Contact Brian 
Steckler, (831) 402-1584, for more information or use 
the QR code to buy tickets. 

homeless shelters. Takeout meal 
for two includes 16 oz. clam chowder, 
sourdough bread, packaged salad and 
dessert. Select pick-up window be-
tween 11 a.m.-5 p.m. at Shuman Heart-
House. Enter at 300 Franklin St. and 
exit on Anthony Street, Monterey. Use 
QR code to pre-order by Jan. 30.

“We still need to develop a little bit composure in 

-

Alumni watch:

-

Dennis Taylor is a professional freelance writer in 
Monterey County. Contact him at scribelaureate@gmail.
com.

SPORTS
From page 30A
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Greetings! I’d love to be 
your new bestie - I’m 
really sweet! Meet me at the 
SPCA!

Mango
3 years old

They tell me I’m the 
goodest girl - I hope 
you’ll adopt me! I’m 

waiting at the SPCA!

Eleven
3 years old

www.SPCAmc.org

Call us at (831) 373-2631 for more information 
about adopting Mango & Eleven.

Sponsored by Friends of All Cats

SPCA for Monterey County Veterinary clinic 
is taking appointments for spay/neuter!  

Go to www.spcamc.org to make an appointment online.

pastymemusic.com. The church is located at Dolores and 
Ninth in Carmel.

 Acoustic jazz on Wave Street

the globe, The Folk Element Trio plays Tuesday, 7 p.m., 
at Wave Street Studios in Monterey. The evening will fea-
ture “acoustic jazz that incorporates different styles of folk 
music from around the world, including West African, the 
Caribbean and Appalachian,” the venue said.

Tickets are $25 at wavestreetlive774.com. The venue is 
located at 774 Wave St. in Monterey.

Live music Jan. 9-15
 Big Sur  
Big Sur River Inn — singer and guitarist Rick Chelew

(folk, Saturday, 12:30 p.m.). 46800 Highway 1.

 Carmel  
Barmel — singer and guitarist Kyle Kovalik (Sunday 

and Thursday at 6 p.m.). Carmel Square on San Carlos 
north of Seventh. 

Carmel Mission Inn — Open Mic Night (Wednesday 
at 6 p.m.). In the Shearwater Tavern, 3665 Rio Road.

Hyatt Carmel Highlands — singer and pianist T.J. 
Kuenster (jazz, Friday at 4:45 p.m.), singer Dino Vera
(jazz, r&b and dance music, Saturday and Thursday at 6 
p.m.). 120 Highlands Drive.

Cypress Inn — singer Dino Vera (jazz, r&b and dance 
music, Friday at 6:30 p.m.), pianist Gennady Loktionov
and singer Debbie Davis (cabaret, Saturday at 6:30 p.m.), 
The Andrea Carter Trio (jazz and pop, Sunday at 11 
a.m.), The David Morwood Jazz Band (Thursday at 6 
p.m.). Lincoln and Seventh.

Links Club — Dr. T & the Remedy (rock, Friday at 6 
p.m.), The Rogue Roosters (rock and blues, Saturday at 6 

MUSIC
From page 32A

p.m.). Carmel Plaza, Mission and Ocean.
Mission Ranch — singer and pianist Maddaline 

Edstrom (jazz, Friday through Sunday at 5 p.m.), pianist 
Gennady Loktionov (jazz, Monday through Thursday at 
5 p.m.). 26270 Dolores St.

 Carmel Valley
Bernardus Lodge — pianist Martan Mann (jazz, Fri-

day at 6 p.m.), Andrea’s Fault (jazz and pop, Saturday at 
noon), singer and pianist T.J. Kuenster (jazz, Saturday at 
6 p.m.), guitarist John Sherry (rock and blues, Sunday at 
noon). 415 W. Carmel Valley Road.

Folktale Winery — singer and guitarist Trianna 
Feruza (Friday at 4 p.m.), Two Rivers (pop and rock, Sat-
urday at 4 p.m.), The Peter Martin Trio (jazz, Sunday 

at 4 p.m.), singer and guitarist Lindsey Wall (Monday at 
4 p.m.), singer and guitarist Tim Brady (Thursday at 4 

See LIVE page 39A

Singer and guitarist Adrea Castiano performs this week in Monte-
rey and Pebble Beach.

Circulation: 25,000 readers get their Pine Cone online and 18,500 print copies are at more than 300 locations.

THE CARMEL PINE CONE

HEALTHYHEALTHYLifestyles
If there’s one thing everyone 

cares about — it’s their health! 
Healthcare is complicated; being kind isn’t. People want 

answers to medical questions from professionals who 

listen, care and treat them respectfully. They want experts 

to advise them on nutrition, exercise, healthy habits, disease 

prevention and treatment — not to mention looking as good 

as they feel. If you offer expertise with a personal touch, our 

readers are waiting to hear from you.

��������	�
����
�����	�������������
��������
���������������
���������	�������	���������
��	���

Meena Lewellen (831) 274-8655
meena@carmelpinecone.com
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 DOOR INSTALLATION

          Deadline: Monday, 1 p.m. • NOTICE: SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS ARE ACCEPTED ONLY BY EMAIL • Email service@carmelpinecone.com 

S E R V I C E  D I R E C T O R Y

ON-LINE FENCE
All Types & Styles
New & Repairs
Gates, Power Washing, Sealing
Call Jimmy (831) 915-3557
Lic. # 830762

NCE
aling
557

on-linefence.com

 CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL

 DRIVING SERVICE

 FURNITURE REFINISHING

 CASH FOR GOLD & SILVER

Quality, well split
dry oak, delivered

831-601-9728

OAK FIREWOOD

GARDEN•LANDSCAPE•IRRIGATION

Orders taken over the phone
Call by 11am for same day delivery 

Delivering to the Peninsula

MARKET & DELI

831-624-3821

GROCERY DELIVERY MONDAY - FRIDAY 

CARMEL

 GROCERY DELIVERY

HONEY DO LIST?
Carpentry, Painting, Interior/Exterior, Repairs, 
Doors & Windows, Fences, Gates, Posts, Pav-
ers, Retaining Walls, Siding, Shelving, Cabinets, 
Carpentry, Roof Debris, Plumbing/Electrical 
Repairs, Drywall/Paint Repairs, Gutter/Roof 
Cleaning. JOHN QUINN (831) 402-1638  Lic. 
#821763 / Bonded

 CARPET & FLOOR CLEANING

DIRTY DIRTY 
FLOORS?FLOORS?

Professional Cleaning at Affordable Prices

Stone • Tile & Grout • Vinyl
Call Steve today for a free estimate!

(831) 899-5613

 HOUSE CLEANING

 BLACKSMITH  FENCES AND DECKS

GARDEN•LANDSCAPE•IRRIGATION

ADAN’S
LANDSCAPE - MAINTENANCE

Residential/Commercial
Automatic Sprinklers & Irrigation Systems

New Sod or Seed
New Fences & Repair * Retaining Walls * Hauling

Ornamental Trimming & Tree Pruning
Pavers & Stamped Concrete 

General Yard Clean-up, and etc.
 ~ FREE ESTIMATES ~ 

Over 20 years exp. - References Proudly Given
Lic. # 949011   Tel: (831) 601-9225

 FLOORING
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I can drive for you.
Errands, appts., airports.

References available.

NEED A DRIVER?

Support hometown businesses
—  shop locally!

 HANDYMAN

CARMEL POINT
LANDSCAPES

Contractor License #1068673 FREE CONSULTATION

www.carmelpointlandscapes.com

DESIGN, INSTALLATION
& MAINTENANCE

Call (831) 574-9837

Specializing in Sustainable 
Landscapes using Native Plants 
and Locally Sourced Materials

 FIREWOOD

153 Country Club Gate Center

CASH FOR GOLD & SILVER

We Buy It All!

MONTEREY
Gold & Coin Exchange
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 HOUSE CLEANING

GRACE’S CLEANING SERVICES

831-241-4692
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Lily’s House Cleaning
Excellent References Available.    

20 Years Experience.
Reliable and Thorough Cleaning

(831) 917-3937

Marcos’ House Cleaning Service
Residential/Commercial/Move-outs

Windows • Pressure Washing
Construction Cleaning • Vacation Homes
Offices • Floor Cleaning • Strip & Wax

(831) 264-3697
Free Estimates • Guaranteed Jobs • Lic. 342947

MATIAS GARDENING
Full Tree Service • Poison Oak Removal

Garden Maintenance & Planting • Tree Pruning
Fence Construction/Repair • Hauling

20 Yrs. Experience • Excellent references
(831) 800-6520

OAK FIREWOOD FOR SALE • REASONABLE PRICES
No Lic.

www.centralcoastcleaning.com
���������	
���
831.442.1965

We create FREE TIME for 
busy people! Providing 
professional cleaning 
services for Residential, 
Commercial, Vacation Homes 
and Special Events. Proudly 
serving all of Monterey 
County for 25 years. We are 
Bonded and Insured.
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Leave the details 
to us.��������	
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www.carmelpinecone.com

John Quinn • 831 402 1638

F loors  & More

Lic. #821763 Bonded

Install hardwoods, linoleum, tile. Sand and

Continues on next page
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Dry Oak: Well Seasoned

Split and Delivered

(831) 262-8946
(831) 385-5371

   CALL: 831-760-9160

Full service 
interior and 

exterior door 

• Lic#1039955 

California State License # 385545

www.caribouconstruction.com

DESIGN - BUILD - REMODEL

Custom Homes
Remodeling
Room Additions

Kitchens
Bathrooms
Doors/Windows

Hardwood Floors
Cabinetry
Granite/Marble

Fireplaces
Porches/Decks
Fences/Gates

Professional - Trustworthy - Punctual - Clean - Affordable

Caribou Construction Co.
Lifestyle Enhancements By

Serving Carmel & the Entire Central Coast Since 1979
Unparalleled Customer Service - Uncommon Professional Results

A reputation built on customer satisfaction, where details matter 

624-1311
FREE ESTIMATE

gngforge.com                             Lic. 1014567

(831) 275-0476

Call
831-373-7765

Contractor’s License #669057

Seasoned Firewood
Cords & Half-Cords

Available
Delivery OnlyDelivery Only

Reach the people who need
your service

for as little as $20 per week.
Put The Carmel Pine Cone

to work for you!
DEADLINE: MONDAY 1 P.M.

Email
service@carmelpinecone.com
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Support hometown businesses
— shop locally!

Continues from previous page

 TREE SERVICE

 ROOFING

NOTICE TO READERS: In California, an unlicensed person can work on projects valued up to $1,000, provided they don’t hire employees and don’t require a building 
permit. However, any project exceeding this threshold or involving permits or the use of hired workers must be completed by a licensed contractor. State law also requires 
that contractors include their license number on all advertising. You can check the status of your licensed contractor at www2.cslb.ca.gov or (800) 321-CSLB (2752) . 
Unlicensed individuals can advertise construction work if the total contract price is under $1,000, but the advertisement must clearly state that they are not licensed by 
the Contractors State License Board.  The PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION requires household movers to include their PUC license number in their ads. Contact the PUC at
licensing@cpc.ca.gov

 WINDOW CLEANING

S E R V I C E  D I R E C T O R Y

IVERSON’S TREE SERVICE 
& STUMP REMOVAL

Complete Tree Service
Fully Insured

Lic. # 677370

Call (831) 625-5743

 PLUMBING

Roofing & Solar Perfected

(831) 375-8158
Lic. #728609

R fi & S l P f t d

J & M MOVING AND STORAGE, INC.
We can handle all your moving and storage 
needs, local or nationwide. Located in new 
20,000 sf Castroville warehouse. We specialize 
in high-value household goods. Excellent ref-
erences available. MTR 0190259, MC 486132. 
Call Jim Stracuzzi at (831) 633-5903 or (831) 
901-5867. TF

 MOVING

INTERIOR
EXTERIOR
FAUX FINISHES

P.O. Box 221242
Carmel, CA 93922

C-(831) 238-1095
(831) 277-9747

POWER WASHING
License # 710688

JOSEPH YOSCO
Painting
Since 1988

 ROOFING

73 YEARS SERVING YOUR ROOFING NEEDS

Roof and ground mount systems

831-394-8581
ROSSROOFING1950.COM

Service, repairs, installation
VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES

Specializing in: Radiant Floor Heating
Whole House Water Filtration

Sewer Scope Inspections • Reverse Osmosis

BRETT’S PLUMBING

(831) 646-2933
Lic. No. 705164

����������		
ParagonPainting.us  FREE ESTIMATES
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Quality Craftsmanship for 26 Years

Lic#1062805
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cypresswindowcleaning@yahoo.com

Serving Monterey County since 2010
• House washing
• Solar panel washing

FREE ESTIMATES. CALL, TEXT OR EMAIL

• Window cleaning
• Gutter cleaning

�����
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• Pressure washing

 PEST CONTROL

Free estimates
CALL OR TEXT (831) 402 6729

Licensed and Insured Lic.#1013672

MAKE SURE YOU 
CLEAN YOUR

GUTTERS BEFORE 
THE STORM

GUTTER & ROOF CLEANINGGUTTER & ROOF CLEANING

 LOCKSMITH

 MASONRY

Retaining Walls • Foundations • Fireplaces
Stone Veneer • Driveways • Patios • Pavers

mahoneymasonryinc@gmail.com
www.MahoneyMasonryInc.com

www.facebook.com/MahoneyMasonryInc

Mahoney
Masonry Inc.

831.659.0363
License 493213

• Installation &
     Repair

• Slate & Metal Roof
• Waterproofing

• Decks
• Seamless Gutters
• Custom Metal
      Fabrication

Free Estimate: ������������

Lic. # 1129592

jhonpremierroofing@gmail.com

15 Years Experience Lirs E perience

YOUR LOCAL EXPERT                         FOR OVER 25 YEARS!UUR LOCAL EXPERT RT T T TT T                

Brian         tock
  Painting

Fast

  (831) 372-2629FREE
ESTIMATES

John Ley Tree Service, LLC 

Tree Trimming & Removal
Stump Grinding & Removal
Fire Prevention Clearing
Emergency Tree Services
Cabling & Bracing
���������	�
�	
�����
���
�

���������	
���
JLeyTree@gmail.com

CA Lic.# 
1118155

RODENTS
Rodent Inspection - Exclusion - Trapping - Repellents

PEST CONTROL
Residential - Commercial - Industrial

Ants - Carpenter Ants - Spiders
Pantry and Fabric Pest
TREES & ORNAMENTALS

Pest & Disease Control 
Foliar, Soil, Systemic & Tree Injection Treatments

PLANT & TREE HEALTH
Organic Plant & Soil Products for Your Landscape

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT
Weed & Poison Oak Control

QUALITY WORK WITH 44 PLUS YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
Insured and Bonded Since 1999

Structural Licence PR 7978   DPR Reg. 41398

 ROOF & GUTTER CLEANING

 PAINTING

���������
��

WILL BULLOCK PWILL BULLOCK PAINTING & RESTORINGAINTING & RESTORING
Complete Interior and Exterior Painting

Always the Best Preparation and Paints

 / Best References
Lic.#436767 — Since 1984Lic.#436767 — Since 1984

MONTEREY
LOCK & KEY

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

831-375-LOCK (5625)
www.MontereyLockKey.com
John Cardinalli • CA BSIS LIC. LC07195 

LOCKSMITH • FREE ESTIMATES

 INTERIOR DESIGN

CHARLES 
GRUWELL 

DESIGN 
STUDIO

CHARLES GRUWELL
Design Consultant

702-524-6222

charles@cgdstudio.net
www.charlesgruwelldesign.com

p.m.). 8940 Carmel Valley Road.
Quail Lodge — mandolinist Dave 

Holodiloff (jazz, Friday at 5:30 p.m.). 
8205 Valley Greens Dr.

Trailside Cafe — singer and guitarist
Scott Fenton (Saturday at 6 p.m.). 3 Del 
Fino Place.

 Monterey
Albatross Ridge Winery — singer and 

guitarist Kito Rayburn (Friday at 6 p.m.), 
singer and guitarist Ryan Sesma (Saturday 
at 6 p.m.). 316 Alvarado St. 

Bulldog Sports Pub — Tribe in the 
Sky presents a weekly jam (Tuesday at 
6:30 p.m.). 611 Lighthouse Ave.

Hyatt Regency Monterey — singer 
and instrumentalist Reija Massey (Fri-
day at 6 p.m.), singer and guitarist Scott 
Slaughter (Saturday at 7 p.m.). 1 Old Golf 
Course Road.

InterContinental Hotel — guitarist 
John Sherry (rock and blues, Friday and 
Saturday at 7 p.m.), guitarist Terrence 
Farrell (Spanish, classical and jazz, Sun-
day at 9 a.m.), guitarist Glenn Bell (jazz, 
Thursday at 6 p.m.). 750 Cannery Row.

LIVE
From page 37A

Midici Pizza — singer Lauri Hofer-
Romero and keyboardist Bill Spencer
(jazz, Sunday at 5 p.m.), saxophonist Ben 
Herod and bassist Tony Bianchini (jazz, 
Thursday at 6 p.m.). 467 Alvarado St.

Monterey Plaza Hotel — pianist 
Michael Culver (jazz, Friday at 6 p.m.), 
singer and pianist Scott Brown (jazz and 
pop, Saturday at 6 p.m.), pianist Steve 
Mann (jazz, Sunday at 6 p.m.), singer and 
guitarist Adrea Castiano (Monday and 
Tuesday at 6 p.m.), multi-instrumentalist 
Gary Regina (jazz, Wednesday at 6 p.m.), 
guitarist John Sherry (rock and blues, 
Thursday at 6 p.m.). 400 Cannery Row.

Pearl Hour — The Zach Westfall 
Quartet (jazz, Sunday at 8 p.m.), The Ben 
Herod Trio (jazz, Wednesday at 8 p.m.). 
214 Lighthouse Ave.

Puma Road Winery at Portola Hotel 
— singer and guitarist Nick DiSalvo (Fri-
day at 5 p.m.), singer and guitarist Matt 
Masih (Saturday at 5 p.m.), The Smoky 
Vegas Project (“classic lounge,” Sunday 
at 5 p.m.). 281 Alvarado St.

Sardine Factory — singer and guitarist 
Casey Frazier (Friday and Saturday at 8 
p.m.). 701 Wave St.

Sly McFly’s — The Money Band (pop 
and rock, Friday at 9 p.m.), The Speak-
easy Band (classic rock, Saturday at 9 
p.m.). 700 Cannery Row.

Il Vecchio Restaurant — The 
Cena Jazz Trio (Thursday at 6 p.m.). 
110 Central Ave.

Julia’s Vegetarian Restaurant
— singer and guitarist Rags Rosen-
berg (Friday at 7 p.m.), singer and 
guitarist Kevin Smith (Saturday at 
6 p.m.), Andrea’s Fault Duo (jazz 
and pop, Monday at 6 p.m.), singer 
and guitarist Holysea (Tuesday at 
6:30 p.m.), singer and guitarist Rick 
Chelew (Thursday at 6 p.m.). 1180 
Forest Ave.

Lighthouse Cinema — The 
Chuck Brewer Band (rock and 
blues, Friday at 6 p.m.). 525 Light-
house Ave.

PG’s Meetinghouse — The 
Chuck Brewer Band (rock and 
blues, Sunday at 11 a.m.), Open Mic
(Tuesday at 6 p.m., sign up by 5 p.m.). 
599 Lighthouse Ave.

Wild Fish — The Lighthouse Jazz 
Quartet (Friday and Saturday at 6:30 
p.m.). 545 Lighthouse Ave.

 Pebble Beach
The Inn at Spanish Bay — The Andy 

Weis Trio (jazz, Friday, Saturday and 
Thursday at 7 p.m.). 2700 17 Mile Drive.

The Lodge at Pebble Beach — singer 
and guitarist Kip Allert (Saturday at 5 
p.m.), singer and guitarist Adrea Castiano
(Saturday at 5 p.m.), mandolinist Dave 
Holodiloff (jazz, Thursday at 5 p.m.) In 
the Terrace Lounge at 1700 17 Mile Drive.

To update these listings, email chris@
carmelpinecone.com.

Singer and guitarist Nick DiSalvo plays Friday, 5 p.m., 
at the Puma Road Winery in Monterey.
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