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City officials say PG&E staff shortages caused dark Christmas

By MARY SCHLEY

PROLONGED, WIDESPREAD power outages
resulting from storms are not unfamiliar to Carmel resi-
dents, but the swift demands made of PG&E by elected
officials were unusual, as downed trees left thousands of
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Thanks to two councilmembers’ infervention with the CEO of PG&E, utility crews
were out in force the day affer Christmas along Second Avenue (above, at Pes-
cadero Street, and right, at Lincoln), where the town’s main distribution line runs.

Tree risk: balancing
character and safety

By KELLY NIX

WITH GLOBAL warming causing more rain and
storm events, more frequent lengthy power outages, and
increasing threats of wildfires, should Carmel do more to
minimize risks from falling trees?

After last week’s outages, which affected thousands of
people on the Monterey Peninsula, The Pine Cone asked
Mayor Dale Byrne whether Carmel should wage a more
concerted effort to remove trees that are too close to power
lines to reduce the risk of outages and wildfire.

‘Already engaged’

“The city is already engaged in a proactive, deliber-
ate tree maintenance program,” he said this week. “We
have completed a comprehensive audit of all city-owned
trees, resulting in an extensive list targeted for trimming
or removal.”

See TREES page 204

Sacramento under

pressure to strengthen
DUI laws 1n 2026

CALIFORNIA’S FORMER reputation as a tough-on-
drunk-driving state is poised to make a resurgence in 2026
— this after a year of criticism from major media outlets
on its lax treatment of repeat offenders.

Capitol Access

By CAITLIN CONRAD

Staffers with State Sen. Bob Archuleta’s office say a
big announcement expected early in the New Year will
include a comprehensive package of DUI legislation.
Details on the effort are being kept under wraps, but one
staffer said it has the support of Mothers Against Drunk
Drivers and the district attorneys of two large counties.

In the 1980s, California led the crusade to change Amer-
ica’s attitude toward driving under the influence. Mothers
Against Drunk Drivers, now based in Texas, started in Fair
Oaks after founder Candace Lightner’s daughter was killed
by a drunk driver. The organization led the crusade to estab-
lish the legal limit of .08 percent blood alcohol, increase

See DUISs page 124

T) HANS BUDER

people in the dark last week.

City councilmembers Hans Buder and Jeff Baron
reported several calls with representatives and upper man-
agement of the utility company that started soon after the
outage hit Tuesday night, impacting more than 4,700 cus-
tomers served by the main circuit that enters the city at its

MORE THAN 13 INCHES
OF RAIN IN BiG Sur

B No major damage to Highway 1
By CHRIS COUNITS

A SOGGY end to 2025 continued this past week
when another storm hit Monterey County, letting loose
more than 13 inches of rain on one of Big Sur’s distant
peaks over the span of just a few days.

According to National Weather Service meteorologist
Nicole Sarment, 13.51 inches of moisture were recorded
on Mining Ridge in Big Sur from Dec. 20 to 27. Just a
month earlier, 11 inches of rain was measured during a
week at the same site, which is 3,255 feet above sea level.
Sarment said the new totals are just preliminary estimates

See HEAVY RAIN page 154

northeast corner. The storms, which carried torrential rains
and high winds — including gusts recorded at more than
100 mph — wiped out power in much of Northern Califor-
nia, plunging nearly 811,000 customers into darkness, just
in time for Christmas.

In advance of the storms, PG&E proclaimed it was
ready. “PG&E is prepared for these storms with a full
emergency response with all centers activated,” the com-

pany said.
“More than 5,500 PG&E
front-line coworkers and

contractors will be on storm
duty,” PG&E said.

But that wasn’t enough,
apparently.

Only five
crews on duty
to fix broken

On holiday .
power lines

On the afternoon of Dec.
24, Buder sent an email to
constituents reporting a con-
versation with PG&E’s Cen-
tral Coast government affairs representative, who specu-
lated the lights would be back on in most of Carmel that
night.

At 2 p.m., the company reported it had restored power
to over 134,000 customers in other parts of the state.

Baron said the company advised the city that an inspec-
tion had identified four locations of power lines damaged
by trees and that work would begin the afternoon of Dec.
24, but that a second inbound storm might undo those
efforts.

“It appears that they will begin physically working on
our outage, and it appears that their work may be com-
pleted by midnight, but that the repairs may not hold,” he
wrote in an email.

“We don’t know why it has taken all day to get to this
point, but we will have a conversation with them to deter-
mine where the process failed us after the event is over,”
Buder added.

Worse than that, the predicted restoration of power
failed to materialize as crews ceased working when more
wind and rain swept through the area Wednesday night,
making conditions too dangerous to remain in the field.

Buder provided an update on Christmas Day.

“According to PG&E there are ‘29 to 30 work loca-
tions’ on the circuit impacting the bulk of Carmel.” he
said. “I was told that due to holiday-related staffing short-
ages, there are only five crews” available.

To help, the company summoned contractors from

See BIG STORM page 144

P.G. grapples with state’s housing demands

By LILY PATTERSON

‘AMERICA’S LAST Hometown” has officially
redeemed itself in the eyes of California’s Department
of Housing and Community Development, now that the
Pacific Grove has submitted its plan to house tomorrow’s
residents, and zoned enough land within the city’s 3 square
miles to accommodate 1,125 new homes and apartments
by 2031. The plan was approved Dec. 17 by the city coun-
cil, which seems confident the housing department will
do the same. The state expressed its support for the cur-
rent draft in July, after an environmental review greenlit
all sites named in the 441-page document, which was
prepared by city staff and consultants under Community
Development Director Jon Biggs.

Possible locations for new apartments or mixed res-
idential-commercial buildings include several blocks
downtown, on Sunset Drive between Asilomar and the
high school, between Central and Eardley avenues, and in
the upper Forest Avenue commercial district, “which has
large parking areas and additional buildout potential.”

Significant rezoning

Other neighborhoods required significant rezoning to
help the city meet the state’s housing target — most con-
troversially, a 3-acre triangle bounded by Sinex, Dennett,
and Grove Acre near Asilomar. There, the plan suggests a
“conservative” 67 new homes could be built in the scenic
neighborhood, as well as on 6 acres owned by the First
United Methodist Church on Sunset Drive. Both sites
were upzoned from a maximum buildout of nine units per
acre to 29 units.

The hulking draft previously approved by the

planning commission Nov. 13, outlines goals including
“housing opportunities for low- and moderate-income

See HOUSING page 164

Is this the lion?

N
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A dead mountain lion was found along San Benancio Road
Dec. 16, leading some fo suspect it was responsible for a
recent killing spree of pets. See page 6A.

Attention readers: Don’t forget that you can have the complete Carmel Pine Cone delivered every Thursday evening to your tablet, laptop, PC or phone — with no banner ads,
popups, click bait or paywalls. We also don’t harvest your data or make you create an account or password. Free and easy subscriptions at https://carmelpinecone.com/subscribe.html
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Your Local Health Food Store for Pets

WE ARE BACK!
FULLY STOCKED

Original Customer Service

26200 Carmel Rancho Bivd 9-6 Daily 831.626.7535

RHEIM DERMATOLOGY

COSMETIC LASER CENTER’ \
JOSEPH R. RHEIM, M.D.

XTI
New Beauty in the New Year.
We wouﬁl like to offer you: \\%‘:&“
BOTOX® at $10.00 per unit i » \ "\
Vitamin B-12

Give your body the vitamins it deserves,
ask about our Vitamin B-12 series of injections.

Gift Certificates are available!

Cosmetic Laser Center Consultations available by appointment;
All treatments are scheduled with our licensed RN.
Please make your appointment by calling our office today.

All offers expire January 31, 2026.

General Dermatology: 831.373.4404
Cosmetic Laser Center: 831.373.0441
757 Pacific Street, Suite A-1, Monterey

J. LAWRENCE

MEN'S CLOTHIER OF CARMEL
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Setting the standard

They were schnauzer people, starting with minia-
tures and graduating to Cooper, a standard schnauzer
in whom they invested their hearts — which went with
him when he succumbed, at only 3, to acute leukemia.

Seeking somewhere to place their grief, they de-
signed a fabricated-steel sculpture — a large, organic
hoop through which they imagined Cooper leaping to-
ward his heaven.

They christened it “Cooper’s Joy.”

Once they felt ready to fill the hole in their hearts
with someone else, maybe not a schnauzer, their vet-
erinarian suggested a standard poodle. They weren't
sure. “You need to understand,” said the vet, “that
dogs are dogs, but poodles are people.”

Which was exactly what they realized the moment
they met Bixby. “Bixby was a soulful dog who could
look right through you,” his person said. “Every human
was quite taken with him, especially when he became
a therapy dog at the hospital.”

After Bixby crossed “the bridge,” they brought Bai-
ley to their Mid Carmel Valley home. She’s a black fe-
male they describe as a super-smart, super-friendly

A A Rain Gauge A

Last 7 days Since Oct. 1 Since Oct. 1 avg.
2.97 in. 15.27 in. 7.83in.

Measured by MPWMD at Los Padres Dam
Average is for previous 5 years

WISHING YOU A
HAaprry NEW YEAR!

As the New Year dawns, here’s

to yesterday’s achievements and

tomorrow’s bright future. We hope

for each of you that 2026 brings gifts

of peace, prosperity, new adventures,

plenty of joy and many happy times
with friends and family!

Geoff, Rebecca & Danielle

A Collaborative Approach to Real Estate
THE ARNOLD TEAM

Arnold-Team.com
Arnold-Team@CarmelRealtyCompany.com

Geoff 831.297.3890
REALTOR® | DRE#02036451

Rebecca 831.241.2600
REALTOR® | DRE#01706104

Danielle Germain 303.502.6477
REALTOR® | Monterey Coast Realty DRE#02154598
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By Lisa Crawford Watson

lover and, at 10, she just wants to be with her people.

“Since she’s also in love with her ball, it’s hard to
tell where her biggest allegiance lies,” her person said.
“She would rather chase her ball than her next meal.”

Banjo, a cinnamon standard now 3, who followed
Bixby, is particularly attached to his girl. “Banjo’s a
little timid,” she said, “and very discerning about the
dogs and humans he’ll interact with. He has to think
about it. He’s quite smart and figures things out before
we do. But we all know he’s definitely bonded to me.”

Both dogs love the beach, a treat they get to enjoy
on “grooming day,” when they can run their hearts out
and get totally sandy and wet — and then come home
clean.

The Carmel Pine Cone
Help Wanted

The Carmel Pine Cone is looking for a full-time sales rep-
resentative to help expand our business. Experience in print
advertising, i.e., magazine or newsprint, is preferred.

Responsibilities include selling advertising, finding new
clients, maintaining relationships, providing customer ser-
vice, creating ad campaigns, and working with in-house
production staff.

Excellent salary & benefits including medical,
profit sharing and 401(k). Partial work from home is
an option for a great performer.

Send resume to jackie@carmelpinecone.com  No phone calls

$2,650/month
QUAIL MEADOWS IN CARMEL

Fully furnished studio with fireplace,
includes all utilities, W/D. Charming,
extremely secluded cottage. Private
driveway. Suitable for one person.
References required.
No pets.

Text Brie at
831 626-6565
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National bird found seriously injured

By KELLY NIX

A BALD eagle with a broken bone
and possible electrocution injuries is being
nursed back to health by workers at SPCA
Monterey County’s Wildlife Rescue Cen-
ter, who are hopeful the raptor can eventu-
ally be released.

The bird of prey, found in the Salinas
area in a grassy spot adjacent to an agricul-
tural field, has a broken coracoid, one of
the bones in its chest.

“Due to the broken coracoid
and the possibility of an elec-
trocution injury, the eagle has
a very guarded prognosis right
now,” SPCA spokeswoman
Beth Brookhouser told The Pine
Cone. “Electrocution is a slow-
developing injury, and it can
take several days before we are
able to assess its full extent.”

All it can

While the eagle’s condition is
touch and go, Brookhouser said
the SPCA is doing all it can to
keep it alive.

“We are very hopeful that it
will be able to be released back
into the wild,” she explained.
“But we want to be honest and
transparent about the severity of
the injuries.”

The bald eagle is the symbol
of the United States and the offi-
cial national bird.

It is one of more than 2,500
animals that the nonprofit’s
Wildlife Rescue Center rescues
annually, though the center said
the 2025 number is expected to
be closer to 3,000.

“We are able to rescue eagles
like this thanks to the support of
our donors, and the outpouring
of support has been incredible,”

Highway 68, which is the only one of its
kind in the area.

There are estimated to be more than
300,000 bald eagles in the contiguous 48
states. It has been considered the national
bird since 1782, when Congress adopted
the Great Seal featuring it as a symbol of
strength, freedom and sovereignty.

To give to the Wildlife Rescue Center,
which relies on donations, go to spcamc.
org.

PHOTO,/SPCA MONTEREY COUNTY

SPCA wildlife technician Laura Llockwood cares for an in-
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NEW PRICE - $2,895,000
Santa Fe 4 SE of Ocean, Carmel-by-the-Sea
2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,214 Sqg. Ft. | 3,920 Sq. Ft. Lot

IN ESCROW - $2,095,000
140 Terrace Way, Carmel Valley
4 Bed | 4.5Bath | 2,786 Sq. Ft. | 29,621 Sq. Ft. Lot

c};; #7 SOTHEBY’S AGENT IN CARMEL

Sold over $93 Million & 32 Transactions YTD in 2025
The Peninsula’s Trusted Name in Real Estate

Ryan Melcher
831.521.5024
ryan@ryanmelcher.com
RyanMelcher.com

DRE: 01897036

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

she said about the facility off of

jured bald eagle that may have been elecirocuted.

My dad has Afib, mom has varicose veins,
and I'm worried about family history.
Can you help us all?

29

We have experts in cardiovascular specialties
from head to toe.

Golden State Heart & Vascular started with a simple but powerful idea:

to provide our community with easy access to personalized, comprehensive,
cardiovascular care. We offer a full range of heart and vascular services, and our
patients count on us for the advanced care and services one might expect from
a major medical center — close to home — without the red tape and long wait.
Our patients look to us for:

¢ The gold standard in cardiovascular care
* Renowned experts at the top of their field

* Innovative treatments, some of which were pioneered by our physicians

Learn more at gshav.com or call for an appointment.

Golden State

HEART & VASCULAR

MONTEREY SALINAS Additional offices in
831-717-4687 831-646-8346 BURLINGAME
2 Lower Ragsdale Drive, Suite 160 1260 S. Main Street, Suite 202 LOS GATOS

MOUNTAIN VIEW
WATSONVILLE




A trusted name on the Monterey Peninsula
for nearly 50 years!

Terry McGowan 831.236.7251

TerryMcGowan.com
terry.mcgowan@sothebyshomes.com

GRI, CRS, ABR, SRS, e-Pro, SRES ~ DRE: 01126129

Sotheby’s

o B . |
INTERNATIONAL REALTY Helping you reach your real estate goals since 1991!

HELP IS ON THE WAY!
AlphaAbacus Learning Center: Established 2003
Rachel Phillips M. A. Education
“Gracie”
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT TUTORING CENTER
“Where Learning Is Fun”
READING - MATH - WRITING - ACADEMIC SUBJECTS
STUDY SKILLS - HOMEWORK HELP - TEST PREP
WWW.ALPHAABACUSLEARNINGCENTER.COM

831-596-9394 | 831-625-6053
200 Clock Tower Place, Suite A204, Carmel
Home Schooling Support AlphaAbacuslearningcenter@gmail.com

With Great Pleasure,
Dr. Susan Kubica Welcomes

Kelly L. Reed, MD

Dr. Reed is a Board-Certified Internal Medicine Physician,
who trained at UCSF, with professional experience in
Radiation Oncology from the University of Washington.

She is Accepting New Patients into her

CONCIERGE MEDICINE PRACTICE.
Off Site & Home Visits « Meet & Greet Visits welcome

She has been recognized as an exceptional physician
with the following Awards and Acknowledgements:

Contact the Office of
Susan M. Kubica, MD, P.C., B Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society
Concierge Internal Medicine B Patients Top Choice

1000 8th St, Suite 101, Press Ganey Patient Satisfaction Scores (Florida)

Monterey, CA 93940 u
(831) 372-1188

Office@kubicamedicine.com
for an appointment

Best Family Doctor
The Lebanon Reporter, Boone County, Indiana 2016

B Favorite Family Physician
Sonoma Family Life Magazine, Sonoma County 2012

Need a Tech Pro? |1 Can Help!

Computer/Phone/TV/Printer troubleshooting & setup, subscription
management, website development, negotiating & lowering
internet & TV bills, anti-virus, password recovery & more!

« On-site
References available

= \Q‘ Contact Michael at (831) 204-9812
\

73 YEARS SERVING YOUR ROOFING NEEDS

Residential and Commercial Roofing | Foundation Waterproofing
New Roof Construction Walkout Decks

Re-Roofing Real Estate Roof Inspections
Solar Panel Installation Sheet Metal Fabrication Shop
Roof Repairs Gutters

Call Today for Experienced Roofing and Solar Installation since 1950

DIAMOND CERTIFIED * FREE ESTIMATES ¢ LICENSED & INSURED ¢ WARRANTIES AVAILABLE
ROSSROOFING 1950.COM

831-394-8581

The Pine Cone has been a member of the Carmel Chamber of Commerce for more than 100 years.

4A The Carmel Pine Cone

January 2, 2026

Police &
Sheriff’s Log

Dogs are not great landscapers

HERE’S A look at some of the signifi-
cant calls logged by the Carmel-by-the-Sea
Police Department and the Monterey County
Sheriff’s Office last week. This week’s log
was compiled by Mary Schley.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12

Carmel area: A shoe was found in the
Garrapata river off Garrapatos Road.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Hit-and-run on Lin-
coln Street at 2003 hours. Vehicle had to be
towed away.

Pebble Beach: Adult Protective Services
report at a residence on Crespi Lane .

Pebble Beach: Deputies responded to a
report of a disturbance on Cypress Drive. In-
cident was documented.

Carmel area: Sheriff’s deputies conducted
a welfare check on a juvenile on Upper Trail.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Vehicle towed from
Fourth and San Carlos for illegal parking.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Lost Apple watch.
Cracked face and skinny band.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Theft from a resi-
dence at San Antonio and 11th.

Carmel area: Hit-and-run vs. a parked
vehicle on Dolores Street. Vehicle was driv-
able.

Pacific Grove: Deputies received a report
of fraud on 16th Street.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 15

Carmel Valley: Deputies responded to
a request for a welfare check on Cachagua
Road. Incident was documented and for-
warded to Adult Protective Services.

See POLICE LOG page 4RE
in the Real Estate Section

The gavel falls

Verdicts, pleas and sentencings announced by
Monterey County District Attorney Jeannine Pacioni

Dec. 4 — Pamela Ferreyra, 61, of Watson-
ville, pleaded guilty to one count of voluntary
manslaughter and one count of felony child
abuse for the December 1994 death of her
infant son. Ferreyra admitted an allegation
that she caused great bodily injury to baby
John Doe during the crime. Both offenses are
serious and violent felonies and considered
strikes under California’s three strikes law.
On Feb. 18, 2026, Judge Pamela L. Butler
will sentence Ferreyra to 13 years and four
months in state prison.

On Dec. 3, 1994, the partial remains of a
2- to 3-day-old baby boy were discovered off
Garin Road in Prunedale. An autopsy con-
firmed that the child was born alive, outside
of a hospital setting, and that he had not been
fed for approximately 24 hours prior to his
death. No missing person’s report was filed,

and a thorough investigation by Monterey
County Sheriff’s Office resulted in no viable
leads as to the identity of Baby Doe’s parents.

In July 2020, District Attorney Jeannine
M. Pacioni created the district attorney’s of-
fice cold case task force, which represents the
largest and most comprehensive county wide
effort to investigate, solve and prosecute
cold-case homicides in Monterey County.
The cold case task force and the Monterey
County Sheriff’s Office had DNA samples
from Baby Doe’s remains submitted for
further testing. In 2024, DNA analysis sub-
sequently identified Ferreyra as the child’s
mother.

When interviewed, Ferreyra told the in-
vestigators that she hid her pregnancy from

See GAVEL page 22A
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END OF 7EAR
SUPER SALE

WARM UP YOUR WINTER WITH HOT DEALS!

GET UP TO 50% OFF ON

SELECT ITEMS

7OUR FAVORITE MANUFACTURERS

FLEXSTEEL, AMERICAN LEATHER,
ROWE, STRESSLESS,
LEE INDUSTRIES,
JONATHAN LOUIS,
& MORE!

mum’s place

.~ 246 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove | 831-372-6250

Mon-Sat 10am-5:30pm | www.mumsfurniture.com

(£10)
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CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA

Fine Estate Jewelry
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CAROLINA BUCCI GEOFFREY GOOD CTBSIAR
MESSIKA MIKIMOTO ROBERTO COIN VHERNIER

fourtane.com 3 Ocean Avenue SW of Dolores Street 831.624.4684



Join us for the All Saints Open House!
Tour our beautiful campus, mest our community,
and learn what makes an All Saints education exceptional.
9:45 am -12:00 pm - Tours, speaker panel & Science of Reading presentation.
Prospective families and children welcome!

RSUP @ ASDS.ORG/OPENHOUSE

8060 Carmel Valley Road | Carmel, CA 93923 | 831624 9171 | www.asds.org

BAKKER

CONSTRUCTION

A DESIGN BUILD FIRM

WWW.BAKKERCONSTRUCTION.COM
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Lion killed by vehicle in San Benancio

By CHRIS COUNTS

AFTER A vehicle hit a mountain lion
along San Benancio Road Dec. 16, some
residents speculated that it was the same
one that’s been terrorizing pets in the Cor-
ral de Tierra area in recent weeks. But it
appears the dead lion is a different animal.

According to Dan Burton of Urban
Trapping — who retrieved the dead lion
and transported it to state wildlife officials
— another big cat has killed pets in the
area since the collision. “There have defi-
nitely been more attacks,” Burton told The
Pine Cone.

A Carmel Valley resident said she knew
the driver who hit the lion. She, like others,
had hoped that the one that was hunting in
neighborhoods was the one killed.

“One of the guys who works for me
gave me this picture,” said Carmel Valley
resident Dawn Poston, who sent the photo
to The Pine Cone. “He thought he hit a
deer, but it was a lion.”

Burton described the
lion he found as “a very
large male cat.” It was later
determined to be around 6
years old. “It was more than
capable of taking down any
prey it desired.”

Burton said the collision
happened along the upper
portion of San Benancio
Road, closer to Corral de
Tierra than Highway 68.
He described the lion as
massive.

“It was literally the
width of the bed of my
truck,” he said. “He prob-
ably weighed 130-150
pounds.”

To ascertain if the lion
was the one that had been
hunting, wildlife officials
checked the contents of its
stomach. A dog and three

goats had been lost just two nights earlier.

“A biologist performed a necropsy
and checked the stomach for any unnatu-
ral meals, such as domestic animals,” he
reported. “The stomach was empty at the
time of death.”

Daytime sighting

Meanwhile, a woman reported on
Facebook Dec. 29 that her husband saw a
mountain lion along Ford Road in Carmel
Valley around 2:30 p.m. — a rare event for
an animal that’s famously nocturnal and
secretive.

In last week’s Pine Cone, several resi-
dents described attacks in their neighbor-
hoods that left numerous pets dead, includ-
ing dogs, cats, goats and a miniature horse.
It’s unknown if the killings were the work
of a single predator. “I think the problem-
atic mountain lion is still out there — or we
have multiple problem mountain lions,”
Burton speculated.

OT10/ RAPPING

A mountain lion killed Dec. 16 along San Benancio Road was
massive, as the size of its paws shows.
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Will Elkadi, eLab Communications

FROM OUR GROTTO FAMILY TO YOURS, WE WISH YOU
JOY, PROSPERITY AND GOOD TIMES IN

2026 , CHRIS SHAKE
o SABU JR SHAKE

AUSTIN SHAKE

39 Fisherman’s Wharf
(831) 375-4604

OIldFishermansGrotto.com

OTHER LOCATIONS

SEAFOOD & STEAKS

Monterey, CA Kailua-Kona, HI Monterey, CA Monterey, CA




Whisky By The Fire

An Exclusive Event at Post Ranch Inn
with The Macallan

\

Join us at Post Ranch Inn on January 11 & 12 for an exclusive two-night
celebration with The Macallan, one of the world’s most revered single malt
Scotch whiskies. The Macallan’s Sam Gulley leads an intimate Scotch Whisky
Masterclass with guided tastings and dinner by the fire. The following evening
offers a multi-course brisket dinner paired with several Macallan whiskies.
As an exclusive offer for our neighbors, take advantage of our Getaway Rates
offering 20% savings in select room types. Space is limited.

o350
Tickets & Getaway Rates ﬂéﬁ%‘?ﬂ

INFORMATION +1.800.527.2200 @.-,..fu.:w:i!'

@ Post Ranch Inn

MONTEREY BA

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

Homes with Heart: Celebrating 40 Years

Monterey Bay Property Management invites you to join us as we celebrate 40 years
of serving the Monterey Peninsula.

On Thursday, January 8, 2026, from 4 to 6 p.m.,
we will host a public press conference and Monterey Peninsula
Chamber of Commerce ribbon cutting at our headquarters,

816 Wave Street in Monterey. MONTEREY

PENINSULA
CHAMBERor
COMMERCE

The event will recognize our nonprofit partners, including
Habitat for Humanity, Alliance on Aging, I-HELP Monterey Bay,
and the Veterans Transition Center, and will honor the homeowners, tenants,
guests, and staff who have shaped our story over four decades.

Enjoy wine, champagne and charcuterie as we unveil
MontereyRentals.com 40th Anniversary Sweepstakes:
A 7-night stay at a Monterey Peninsula vacation property valued at $4,000.

Please join us for this milestone celebration of community,
legacy, and the future ahead!

EVENT DETAILS
Thursday, January 8, 2026 | 4-6 p.m.
816 Wave Street, Monterey, CA 93940
RSVP by January 5, 2026 to info@thebuzzpr.net
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Shark victim’s body
found near Santa Cruz

By KELLY NIX and CHRIS COUNTS

January 2, 2026

THE BODY of a missing swimmer that a witness
said was attacked by a shark in Pacific Grove Dec. 21 was
recovered near Santa Cruz last weekend.

Erica Fox, 55, was swimming near Lovers Point Dec.
21 when witnesses said a shark attacked her. She was with
a group of other swimmers known as the Kelp Krawlers
when she disappeared. On Dec. 27, CalFire and Santa
Cruz County Sheriff’s deputies recovered a body from the
ocean south of Davenport Beach in Santa Cruz County.

“This afternoon, the individual was positively identi-
fied as Erica Fox, 55, of Monterey County, who had been
missing following a suspected shark attack near Lovers
Point,” the Santa Cruz County Sheriff’s Office said Mon-
day night. It did not report a cause of death.

Fox’s father identified
her body, which was report-
edly still clad in a wetsuit
with a Garmin watch and a
Sharkbanz, a roughly $140
device the manufacturer
says uses a magnetic field
to deter some shark species
but not great whites, which
attack their prey with a
high-speed ambush.

Relocate?

Steve Bruemmer, a for-
mer member of the Kelp
Krawlers who nearly died
June 22, 2022, after being
bitten by a great white in Erica Fox
the same general area, said
Fox’s husband, Jean-Fran-
cois Vanreusel, and other members of the Kelp Krawlers
had been at Lovers Point daily since she disappeared.

“They were down there every day looking at the sea,
hoping and waiting,” he said.

The Pine Cone asked Bruemmer if he had any advice
for local ocean swimmers, including members of the Kelp
Krawlers. He suggested that they find another place to
swim.

“I would recommend people swim at Del Monte Beach”
near Windows by the Bay, “where it’s shallower and they
can stay closer to the shore,” Bruemmer said. “If you have
a problem, you are just 20 yards from the shore. And it’s
shallow enough so ambush attacks are not possible.”

During his recovery, Bruemmer told The Pine Cone he
had no interest in doing any more ocean swimming, but
he hangs out with members of the Kelp Krawlers now and
then.

The size of the shark that bit Bruemmer was estimated
by researchers at Cal State Long Beach — who measured
gaps between the tooth marks on his body to determine its
length — to be 14 to 15 feet.

AP.G. resident reported that on the day Fox disappeared
he saw large groups of birds off Lovers Point on the water
feeding on fish — activity that can attract sharks, though
it’s not clear if that was a factor in Fox’s shark encounter.

‘One in a million’

After what happened to Fox, it’s fair to ask whether it
is still worth the risk to swim in a place where people have
been killed by sharks.

A member of the Kelp Krawlers, Peter Baird of Mon-
terey, responded by saying “it’s a very personal decision”
to take such a chance. He conceded the risks are very real.

“We all have to weigh the reality of what we’re doing,”

See VICTIM page 23A
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Stevenson tiptoes around C-word

B Other holidays featured
By KELLY NIX

A PRIVATE school in Pebble Beach
has suggested that “inclusivity” is the rea-
sons it avoided mentioning Christmas on
its social media pages — but made a point
of celebrating Kwanzaa and Hanukkah.

On Dec. 14, Stevenson School made a
Happy Hanukkah post on its Instagram and
Facebook accounts featuring Star of David
and menorah graphics with the message,
“May this Festival of Lights fill your heart
and home with warmth and blessings.”
And a post last week wished

and Christmas Day.”

But the response, the alum said, seemed
“inconsistent, particularly since Christ-
mas is a single, specific holiday and those
three events don’t make it multiple holi-
days.” She also suggested that omitting the
religious holiday is the polar opposite of
“inclusive.”

“The decision to clearly name some
religious holidays while avoiding Christ-
mas raises questions about consistency,
lack of inclusivity, cultural pressure, and
whether certain traditions are being treated
differently than others in our educational
institutions,” the Stevenson alum, who

wanted to remain anony-

the community a “mean-

mous, told The Pine Cone

ingful Kwanzaa filled with this week.

reflection, unity and joy,” Are 'no_n-

which included imagery tied Christians ‘Traditional themes’

to the cultural holiday. Dalton went on to tell
But on Christmas Day — Oﬁen_ded by the Stevenson grad that

the country’s most celebrated  mentions of the social media messages

and historic religious obser- Christmas? “reflected traditional Christ-

vance — a social media post
from the school offered a sole

mas themes through both
images and music.”

sentiment: “Joy.” No men-
tion of Christmas. Instead,
Stevenson included a generic and secular
“Happy Holidays” in the caption.

The omission didn’t go unnoticed by a
class of 2020 Stevenson alum, who ques-
tioned why the exclusive private school
would specifically acknowledge the two
other events while avoiding the one that
celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ.

Seeking an answer, the former student
emailed Stevenson President Dan Griffiths.
He didn’t reply but forwarded her message
to school marketing director, Kelly Dalton,
who offered a lengthy explanation.

“Our intention throughout the sea-
son was to be inclusive and thoughtful in
how we acknowledge this time of year,”
Dalton said, adding that the “Happy Hol-
idays” messages leading up to Christmas
were “meant to reflect the broader holiday
period, including Advent, Christmas Eve,

‘Pinnacle Bank

“We also shared separate
posts recognizing Hanuk-
kah and Kwanzaa, as those celebrations
are meaningful to members of our commu-
nity as well,” Dalton explained in the email
message.

On Tuesday, Stevenson responded to
questions from The Pine Cone, saying it
celebrates “all holidays during this time of
year, including Christmas.”

“The true measure of the season is not
through social media snapshots, but rather
through how our students engage, serve and
celebrate, creating meaningful and lasting
impacts on the community,” the school
said, noting its student-led “Christmas tree
committee” that dates to the 1950s.

The Stevenson grad, though, said the
school’s omission reflects a broader “reluc-
tance of schools and organizations to pub-
licly acknowledge Christmas while openly
celebrating other religious holidays.”
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CASA volunteers are
parents, professionals, retirees—people
who once felt too busy. Then they realized
the moments were already there: a ride
home, a day-off visit, an evening check-in.
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You’re more ready than you think—become a
CASA volunteer.

Find out how you can impact the life of a child
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Student wins award
for animation, gallery
kicks off New Year
with ‘Winter Musings’

EVERY YEAR, thousands of teens enter a national
art contest sponsored by the group Young Arts, and this
year’s winners included Monterey High School senior
Solomon Sloan, who earned an award in the Film/Anima-
tion category.

An animator, director and writer, Sloan is the creator of
an animated YouTube series, “Wacky Creatures,” which
“tells creative stories through colorful characters and
clever satire.”

An animator since he was 11, Sloan shares his knowl-
edge — and his passion for the art form — with middle
and high schoolers at Monterey High.

According to Young Arts, Sloan “joins hundreds of

Art Roundup

By CHRIS COUNTS

the nation’s most accomplished young visual, literary,
and performing artists from 39 states and the District of
Columbia.” The awards have been handed out since 1981
— and this year, a record 13,000 applications were sub-
mitted for awards in 10 categories.

“It’s the only award in the nation that recognizes excep-
tional young talent across artistic disciplines and affirms
their pursuit of a professional life in the arts,” the group
said. “Recipients become part of a lifelong community
of peers and mentors, with access to critical resources
that help sustain their creative practices throughout their
careers.”

The winners receive “cash prizes between $250 and
$10,000,” plus “a lifetime of creative and professional
support.” Past winners include Academy Award-nomi-
nated actor Timothée Chalamet and singer and actor Jon
Batiste, who has won Grammy and Academy awards.

To view his work, visit Sloan Presents on YouTube.

Wild weather, cozy moments

A new show opening Saturday at Venture gallery,
“Winter Musings,” celebrates the many moods of the sea-
son — and showcases new work by its members, who you
can meet at 3 p.m. when the gallery hosts a reception.

“The artist-members of Venture Gallery will share their
diverse and varied experiences and interpretations of the
season of winter with a new group show,” said the gal-
lery’s Edi Matsumoto, who added that the art explores
“wild weather and cozy moments, bare trees, sun angles,
stillness and quiet, birds, fruits and berries.”

The gallery represents more than two dozen local art-
ists, including painters Cheryl Kampe, Gordon Mayfield,
Christine Crozier and Maria Poroy, painter and jeweler
Vanessa Martin, and jewelers Lily Campos and Patti Wells.

The show continues through the end of the month. The
gallery is at 260 Alvarado St. in Monterey. Visit venture-
gallery.com for more.

Roundabout traffic
delays expected Jan. 9

By CHRIS COUNTS

M OTORISTS CAN expect lengthy delays when trav-
eling along Carmel Valley Road Friday, Jan. 9 from 6:30
a.m. to 3 p.m., due to construction on the roundabout at
Laureles Grade.

“Please plan accordingly,” county officials urged.
“Thirty-minute traffic delays or more are expected during
the early commute hours.”

Jan. 9 marks the start of the project’s third phase —
there are to be five in all.

“During this time, flaggers will be used to direct traf-
fic,” according to the county, which said that it will make
“every effort to minimize the traffic disturbance.”

Minimize interference

Work on the roundabout has periodically caused traffic
delays since it began in June and, at times, delays have
exceeded the 30-minute estimates. During the first week of
December, some motorists reported getting stuck for up to
80 minutes, with westbound vehicles backed up to Carmel
Valley Village.

Supervisor Kate Daniels reported Dec. 23 that “to min-
imize interference with daily driving as much as possible,”
county officials “have worked collaboratively” with resi-
dents, businesses and Carmel Unified School District.

A study contends a roundabout will make the inter-
section safer. The intersection has seen least two major
accidents in recent years that involved large trucks losing
control and crashing. Work on the roundabout is expected
to be done by March 2026.
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DUIs

From page 1A

penalties for driving while under the in-
fluence, and in the decades that followed,
California cut its DUI fatalities in half.

Unfortunately, the trend has since been
reversed, and lawmakers have been hesi-
tant to make changes, even though alco-
hol-related roadway deaths have skyrock-
eted over the last decade.

The scourge of alcohol-impaired driv-
ing in California is a personal issue for
Archuleta. The Norwalk Democrat and
former police officer lost his granddaugh-
ter to a drunk driver just before Christmas
2024.

In response, Archuleta introduced leg-
islation in February 2025 that would have
required anyone convicted of a DUI to use
a breathalyzer to start their car. Lawmak-
ers gutted the bill after the American Civil
Liberties Union opposed it, saying it was
“a form of racialized wealth extraction”
that would more severely punish low-in-
come drivers.

Mind you, nearly three dozen other
states require anyone convicted of drunk
driving to pass a breathalyzer or ignition
interlock device before starting a vehicle.

The bill would have forced people
required to use the devices to pay about
$100 a month to rent them. It also would
have cost the Department of Motor Vehi-
cles around $15 million. But as those who
have lost loved ones will tell you, the fiscal

PENINSULA

SEPTIC TANK SERVICE
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SUMP PUMPS SERVICED & INSTALLED
EMERGENCY SERVICES AVAILABLE

burden pales in comparison to losing a
loved one.

“If these people’s children had been
killed by a drunk driver, there is no way
they would be objecting to this,” bill pro-
ponent Collin Campbell told Calmatters in
October.

The Southern California father of two
lost both of his children in 2019 when a
repeat drunk driver slammed into his Prius
on Highway 62 near Joshua Tree National
Park. The work of advocates like Camp-
bell — who has since written a book —
has fueled media attention to California’s
weakening DUI laws, even if lawmakers
haven’t fixed them yet.

Changing attitudes

Over the last decade-and-a-half, Cali-
fornia has shifted away from criminaliza-
tion of DUIs, focusing on rehabilitation
for drunk drivers rather than jail time. In
many other states, a second offense with-
out injury is a felony, but in California it’s
not a felony until the fourth DUI, leaving
some deadly drivers out on the road.

In 2021, Sarah Villar was walking her
dog in San Benito County when a drunk
driver swerved off the road and killed
her. The 23-year-old, Manuel Vazquez,
had three misdemeanor DUI convictions
from 2018, 2019 and 2020 before he killed
the 32-year-old, who was engaged to be
married.

In his eulogy (the funeral is available
on YouTube), Villar’s father addressed
lawmakers, calling California’s DUI laws
a broken justice system. “Shame on you.

We do more than
pump septic tanks
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If I walked out onto my porch and fired a
shot into my neighborhood every day until
1 killed someone, when would I be a men-
ace to society? When do I become a danger
to my community?” asked Dave Villar, “I
say it’s after the first shot, but our system
says it’s after the last.”

Vazquez was sentenced to 19 years in
prison after pleading guilty to second-de-
gree murder. In another state, he might
have already been serving jail time when
Villar was out walking her dog.

More than 1,300 lives are lost each year
to intoxicated drivers on California roads,
and state data shows those with prior DUIs
are involved in a majority of the fatal
collisions. Despite this, when California
revokes a repeat DUI driver’s license, it
gives it back faster than any other state.
After a third DUI, drivers lose their license
for three years. Compare that to eight in
New Jersey, 15 in Nebraska and permanent
revocation in Connecticut for the same
offense.

Drugged and drunk driving are so
commonplace, state records show drivers
retaining their licenses despite having as
many as six DUISs.

Central Valley driver Melanie Sandoval
is on DUI number 16. Her latest offense
involved a head-on collision in 2023 with
retired naval aviator Kevin Bohnstedt. The
prosecutor in the case pleaded with the
judge to put Sandoval behind bars, but she
was instead sent to rehab.

Breathalyzer for first-timers

Thirty-four states require in-car breath-
alyzers for first-time offenders, but Califor-
nia is not one of them. For a first offense,
the state suspends a license for up to six
months, but the breathalyzers are one of
the only proven ways to stop DUI drivers
from getting behind the wheel intoxicated
again once their license is reinstated.

Also called interlock ignition devices,
they require a breath sample to start an
engine. Mothers Against Drunk Drivers
reports states requiring them for first-time
offenders have seen drunk driving deaths
fall by an average of 16 percent.

In 2019, California launched a pilot

program mandating breathalyzers for
repeat customers only, but judges have been
hesitant to order them. A 2023 Department
of Motor Vehicles report showed judges in
more than a dozen counties ordered breath-
alyzers for less than 10 percent of drivers
after their second DUL

Even drivers who have killed someone
can get behind the wheel without having
to blow. Last year, Calmatters reviewed
thousands of vehicular manslaughter and
homicide cases and found 130 drivers who
were convicted of a fatal DUI since 2019
and who already have their licenses back.
Some did receive a short requirement to
use an in-car breathalyzer, but fewer than
20 still need the device to get on the road.

DUI enforcement

As the number of people killed in alco-
hol-related crashes has escalated, DUI
enforcement has actually gone down across
the state — but that may be changing.

DMV stats show there were 200,000
DUI arrests statewide in 2010, but by 2020
that number had been cut in half. In March,
California Highway Patrol Commissioner
Sean Duryee gave a presentation to the
Senate Transportation Committee and said
his officers were making an effort to arrest
more drivers under the influence. In 2024,
Duryee said Highway Patrol made 60,000
DUTI arrests, up 3,000 from two years prior.

California can’t arrest its way out of the
problem though, not with the current court
response to the problem. “The law is not in
favor of the victim. It’s in favor of the per-
son who commits the crime. It’s agony,”
Lucy Ochoa told Fresno Television Station
ABC 10.

Ochoa’s pregnant niece was killed by a
drunk driver in 2022. The driver was sen-
tenced to 12 years probation, but no jail
time.

Ochoa and other victim’s families are
hoping 2026 will be the year California
reverses its deadly trend. She and others are
calling on lawmakers to lengthen license
suspensions, make a third DUI a felony,
and increase sentencing for each offense.
We’ll see if it’s all included in Archuleta’s
big announcement in the coming weeks.

Power customers to get storm credits

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS who
lost power for at least 48 hours during last
week’s storms will automatically receive
some compensation from PG&E, accord-
ing to the utility company’s Storm Incon-
venience Bill Credit program.

Credits range from $25 for outages of
48 to 72 hours, to $100 for outages of 120
hours or longer, and step up in increments
of $25.

Businesses, however, are not eligible.

Customers qualify as long as their

accounts were in good standing at the time
of the outage and it was “the result of a
major weather-related event that caused
significant damage to PG&E’s electric dis-
tribution system.”

In addition to commercial and agricul-
tural customers, those who do not qualify
for storm credits include residents in areas
where access to PG&E electric facilities
was blocked by mudslides, road closures
or other issues, and those whose outages
were prolonged by equipment failures on
their properties, such as broken service
drops or damaged weatherheads.

A third-generation lawyer who has practiced law for over 40 years,
has announced she will be retiring from estate planning and tax law
at the end of 2025 but will continue her probate practice.

She wishes to express her gratitude to the many clients
who have trusted her services for decades.

831-375-30£ [Horisilver.com
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BIG STORM

From page 1A

as far away as Ohio, according to Buder,
but each crew had to have an onsite PG&E
lineman or foreman, a dozen of whom
were spread across the county.

Late on Wednesday, Carmel residents
received calls and texts indicating power
would be restored more than two days later
— by Dec. 26 at 11 p.m.

“I’ve appreciated PG&E staying in con-
tact with me and other city leaders through-
out this episode, but letting us sit for days
on end without power because they don’t
have enough of their internal people on
the job over Christmas is not acceptable,”
Buder complained. “Bad storms are inevi-
table, but power outages should not extend
for days due to lack of appropriate staffing
or because we have not been prioritized.”

Meanwhile, as of 2 p.m. Dec. 25, power
had been restored to more than 455,000
customers throughout Northern California,
according to PG&E.

On Christmas night, Buder said he and
Baron had a call with outgoing PG&E
CEO Patti Poppe — set to be replaced by
Sumeet Singh Jan. 1 — and other company
officials to get an update on the situation
and convey their grievances.

“Our Carmel team began by expressing

our dissatisfaction with the communication
that we have received thus far from PG&E.
I then raised my concerns about understaff-
ing over the Christmas Eve and Christmas
holidays,” Buder summarized. “We specif-
ically noted the apparent absence of PG&E
in Carmel during the day on Christmas
Eve when there was an extended break in
the weather. Finally, | pressed them on the
number of PG&E personnel out on vaca-
tion and the reported lack of PG&E staff
available to complement their contractor
crews.”

Postmortem sought

Poppe confirmed the Dec. 26 11 p.m.
target for restoring power and told them
the utility was “surging resources to Car-
mel, that we should notice a visible dif-
ference in manpower by the morning, and
that they hope to see power beginning to
be restored to sections of the village by as
early as noon tomorrow.”

“While 1 believe that PG&E’s perfor-
mance during this storm has been unac-
ceptable, | greatly appreciated the opportu-
nity to speak with their senior leadership at
length, particularly on Christmas,” Buder
said. “At a minimum, we know that Car-
mel’s concerns are now being taken seri-
ously by leadership within PG&E at the
highest levels.”

The morning of Dec. 26, the utility
reported having gotten the power back

on for approximately 654,000 customers
since the first storm hit Dec. 23 and said
it was working to restore the remaining
41,225 customers, including some 12,000
in Monterey County.

“In some instances, needed repairs are
extensive. In Monterey County alone,
crews identified dozens of snapped poles
and trees on power lines — there were over
30 different hazards identified in the Car-
mel area,” the company said. “The storms
had major impacts on the entire Central
Coast, including Carmel. Top gusts were
recorded at 69 mph on the coast at Pebble
Beach and 44 mph inland on Dec. 24.”

By late Friday night, the lights were
on again in most Carmel homes and
businesses.

Griel

Grief Support Program

In response to an inquiry from Buder,
Regan said he looks forward to meeting
with city officials and the community to
discuss how PG&E could improve.

“l asked Mr. Regan to come back after
the storm with other PG&E executives to
do a postmortem, to face our residents and
answer our hard questions, and to discuss
how we can enhance the reliability of our
power grid,” Buder said.

Carmel residents experienced a sim-
ilar situation when a series of storms hit
in March 2023, toppling trees, destroying
utility poles and power lines, and leaving
people in the dark for several days. City
leaders at that time did not engage with
PG&E to the extent conveyed by Baron
and Buder last week.

Share
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DAROLD ELLSWORTH SKERRITT
Darold Ellsworth Skerritt, 90, peacefully passed in his home on Nov. 2, 2025,

surrounded by family, after a courageous journey with cancer.

Born on March 15,1935, in Scobey, Montana, Darold was the eldest son of EIma
and Harold Skerritt. He was raised on a farm in northeast Montana. He would
share many rich stories of family life on the farm. He was known from an early
age for his academic gifts, particularly in mathematics and science. Darold earned

7 : both his bachelor’s and master’s
#z degrees in chemical engineering
" from Montana State University.

S

After graduating college in 1958, ROBERT CLINTON ZOBEL
Darold moved to San Francisco to
begin his professional career and
soon after start a family. There
he met and married his first wife,
Anne Blume, and became proud
father of two sons, Harry and
Martin. The family moved from
the East Bay to Salinas in 1966,
when Darold joined the faculty
at Hartnell Community College
| as a chemistry professor. He had
chosen to leave research in favor

2 of teaching. Over more than
three decades, until his retirement, he inspired countless students through his
passion for science and his dedication to education.

Memorial services will take place 1 to 2 p.m.
Saturday, Jan. 10, 2026, for Robert Clinton
Zobel, who passed away Dec. 2. Services will be
conducted at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 800
Cass St., in Monterey, California, followed by a
celebration of life in the Fellowship Hall from
2:30 to 4:30 p.m.

A full obituary for Mr. Zobel will be published
in the Jan. 9 issue of The Carmel Pine Cone.

In 1971, the family moved from Salinas to Pacific Grove. Darold later married
his second wife, Joanna Bonnell, blending their families and welcoming three
stepchildren alongside his two sons.

THOMAS H. MCKINNEY
Feb. 2, 1945 < Oct. 16,2025
La Quinta, California

Darold embraced life with curiosity and joy. He loved travel, opera, cooking and
winemaking — interests he shared with his beloved wife, Judy Lind, whom he
married in 1996. With this union two stepchildren were added. Together, they
traveled extensively and were active members of two wine tasting groups, as
well as the Greek Village Dancers of the Monterey Peninsula. When the group’s
dance instructor retired, Darold stepped in to teach Greek dance classes, a role
he fulfilled with enthusiasm for many years.

Thomas “Tom” McKinney passed away peacefully after a brief battle with
pancreatic cancer. Born in Independence, Missouri, Tom lived a life defined
by service, friendship, family and a passion for golf and a good cigar.

After high school graduation, Tom joined the
U.S. Navy, proudly serving aboard the USS
Hornet during the Viet Nam War. Following his
honorable service, he began his professional
career in data processing for Alameda County
Schools. A chance encounter with a State Farm
Insurance manager set him on a new path. In
978, he began a 47-year career with State
Farm, quickly earning respect for his integrity
and leadership.

Perhaps Darold’s greatest joy came from family connection, annual reunions
with siblings, and many family celebrations.

A devoted longtime member of the Unitarian Universalist Church of the
Monterey Peninsula, Darold lived by the values of kindness, compassion,
generosity and a deep respect for embracing diversity and protecting human
rights. He will be remembered for his gentle nature, warm smile and sense of

humor. After five years in management, he opened

his office in Pacific Grove, a community he
would come to love. Tom’s dedication to
service extended beyond his clients. He was
past president of Pacific Grove Rotary, Paul Harris Fellow, member of the
Pacheco Club and a volunteer with Pacific Grove High School Breakers. He
co-founded the Monterey Bay Golf Fellowship of Rotarians, combining his
love for the game and his commitment to fellowship and community.

Darold is survived by his wife, Judy Lind; siblings, George Skerritt (Terry), Daniel
Skerritt (Irina), Patricia Nixon (Lee) and Donna Boyer; his son, Martin Skerritt
(Angela); stepchildren, Bryan Bailey (Roz), Karen Tucker (Rob), Laura Bailey-
Sayre (Mark) and Briana Jors (Steve); grandchildren, Adam Skerritt, Colin
Skerritt, Daniel Skerritt, Katie Tucker, Vendela Jors and Karsten Jors; and great-
granddaughter, Freya Skerritt.

He was preceded in death by his parents, EIma and Harold Skerritt; his brother,
Paul Skerritt; his son, Harry Skerritt; his stepson, Karl Lind; and his granddaughter,
Veronica Hills-Skerritt.

Tom found joy on the fairways, fulfilling a lifelong dream of playing courses
from Cypress Point to the Old Course at St. Andrews, and an astonishing 672
courses in between. Tom will be remembered for his kind and loyal spirit,
dry wit and ever present “Cheshire Cat” grin. He is survived by his wife of 45
years, Janice McKinney; his son, Matthew McKinney; his sister, Phyllis Bailey;
three brothers-in-law, David (wife Mary), Michael and Kenny Stewart, along

A Celebration of Life will begin at 2 p.m. on Saturday, Jan. 10, 2026, at the
Unitarian Universalist Church of the Monterey Peninsula, 490 Aguajito Road.

_I

May his memory bring comfort and inspiration to all who knew and loved him.

For those who wish to honor Darold’s memory, donations may be made to two

of his favorite charities, UUCMP or Planned Parenthood Mar Monte.

-

with several beloved extended family members.

A Celebration of Life will begin at | p.m. Monday, Jan. 12,2026,
at Laguna Seca Golf Ranch, 10520 York Road, Monterey, California.
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HEAVY RAIN

From page 1A

and could be revised.

Also in Big Sur, 4.85 inches of rain was tallied during
the same period at Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park, which is
only about 1,000 feet above sea level.

Waiting for Noah

Other impressive weeklong totals were recorded at
Hacienda Carmel, which had 2.11 inches and Los Padres
Dam, where 5.91 inches were measured. Meanwhile,
according to one Carmel Valley local on Facebook, “it
rained so much last night I half-expected Noah to knock
on my door.”

According to Sarment, another storm is on the way, and
it likely isn’t packing quite the same punch as the past two
big weather events. However, she suggested it could still
cause problems, especially for anyone who is still cleaning
up from the last storm or hasn’t had their power restored.
She also said leftover debris could clog culverts, leading
to flooding. “This system doesn’t look too bad, but it could
be worse than it seems due the impacts from last week,”
she told The Pine Cone.

The storm wreaked havoc in unincorporated areas like
Big Sur, Carmel Highlands and Carmel Valley. Public
works was busy over the holidays removing fallen trees,
according to a county roads report. County spokesperson
Nick Pasculli reported that two fallen trees temporarily
halted or slowed traffic Dec. 23 in Carmel Valley — one
on Carmel Valley Road near Canada Way, and another at
Tierra Grande Road and Carrol Place.

On Christmas Eve, more newly fallen trees were cut up
and removed from various roads in the county’s unincor-
porated areas, including Oak Way and Fern Canyon Road
in Carmel Highlands, and Rancho Fiesta Road and Calle
de Los Agrinemsors in Carmel Valley.

PHOTO/SAN CLEMENTE RANCHO

Recent storms, which downed trees and power lines, also trig-
gered landslides at San Clemente Rancho.

Also, rain and debris “came down” on the roundabout
construction site at Carmel Valley Road and Laureles
Grade. “The contractor was contacted to address the situa-
tion,” the county reported.

On Christmas Day, work continued as a crew dealt
with downed power lines or fallen trees at numerous sites,
including one at Miramonte and Los Robles in Carmel
Valley, and another on Upper Walden Road in Carmel
Highlands.

Parts of at least three roads in the Jacks Peak area
remain closed due to fallen trees and power lines.

Let it flow

Despite the downed trees, Pasculli said the county’s
roads fared pretty well, considering all the rain.

“We had some standing water, but it receded really
quickly,” Pasculli said. “There was no significant dam-
age to roads and no issues with bridges — some roads in
low-lying areas got water on them, but we were fortunate.”

Pasculli also reported that Carmel River has been flow-
ing out to sea since Dec. 25. He noted that a bulldozer
was used help open the channel in early December, but
sand built back up over the next couple weeks and blocked

1 Yeah...You got this.
Make “Eating Happy & Healthy”
Your 2026 Resolution!

The family of chefs at Baum & Blume
have been creating awesome, wholesome

meals-to-go for YOU'! ...thr59yams!‘ A

| 2

A new menu listed each week on Facebook

@ Baum & Blume Café and Cafering

L —
‘ Baum & Blume | APPS, ENTREES, RAVIOLI,
4 El Caminito Rd. | SOUPS, SAUCES & MORE
Carmel Valley FROM OUR DEEP FREEZE!
(831) 659-0400 IT’S WORTH THE TRIP!

its flow. Nevertheless the lagoon “breached naturally” on
Christmas Day.

Due to the weather, Old Coast Road in Big Sur has
been closed since Dec. 19, while Jacks Peak Park, which
was preemptively closed Dec. 24 due to the weather, has
been reopened.

In Big Sur, at the site of Regent’s Slide, work crews
successfully completed paving efforts ahead of last week’s
forecast rain.

$7OM

sold in 2025

Happy New Year! Grateful for our clients and community.

-

Staples Gannaway Team

Boutique Service.
Local Experts.
Compass Technology.

staplesgannaway.com

Charlotte Gannaway

831.297.2388
DRE 01880765

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and
abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01527235.

“Once weather conditions allow, crews will begin
installing safety barriers and rock fencing — critical steps
toward reopening the roadway.” Caltrans reported.

Throughout many parts of California, record rainfall
has been logged in recent weeks. An atmospheric river hit
downtown Los Angeles Dec. 24-26, dumping more than 4
inches on the city — the most moisture it has received in
one day since 1889.

Nicollette Eason Trottier

831.595.0009
DRE 02074629

COMPASS

Dillon Staples

831915.8030
DRE 02127946

EYE M.D. MONTEREY is a full service eye and vision care
center where Doctor Philip J. Penrose along with his
professional and compassionate staff provide the finest services
on the Central Coast. WE OFFER complete eye exams, contact
lenses, glasses, glaucoma testing, and pre- and post-operative
care. Our master optician will educate you and give you an
informed opinion on which glasses will best fit you and your

EYE M.D. MONTEREY at Ryan Ranch
21 Upper Ragsdale Dr. / Suite 201
Monterey, CA 93940

831.324.4730

Exceptional Eye Care and Beautiful Eyewear

Committed to the Health of Your Eyes

EYE M.D.

MONTEREY

eyemdmonterey.com

EYE EXAMS | REFRACTIVE CATARACT SURGERY | LASIK | PRK | GLAUCOMA TREATMENT | COUTURE VISION OPTICAL

lifestyle. WE CARRY a large selection of designer eyewear and
sunglasses including Versace, Gucci, Tom Ford, Maui Jim, Nine
West, L.A.M.B., Tommy Hilfiger, Trina Turk, Vera Bradley,
Coach, Ray-Ban, Kate Spade, Guess, Jimmy Choo, and Ted
Baker. WE ARE dedicated to providing high-quality vision
services in a comfortable environment.

Come see for yourself.

EYE M.D. MONTEREY on Cass
880 Cass St. / Suite 105
Monterey, CA 93940
831.373.0183

2025 Best
Ophthalmologist
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HOUSING

From page 1A

households,” reviews legal and environ-
mental constraints, and inventories a total
of 73 viable properties for new construc-
tion or conversion of *“underutilized”
buildings, some on city land.

While the plan predicts the population
of Monterey County will grow 14.2 per-
cent by 2045, from 430,310 in 2015, it says
Pacific Grove won’t grow much at all. And
like other historic towns in California, it’s
famous for its resistance to change.

The state’s housing mandate, however,
doesn’t much care for P.G.’s charming
eccentricities nor its tardiness. The city is
turning in its plan three years late.

‘Not in a position to say no’

“If we don’t do this, we’re going to get
penalized, and it would be really, really
draconian,” Mayor Nick Smith said before
casting his vote in favor.

California has imposed housing man-
dates since 1969, but enforcement was
nonexistent until Sacramento Democrats
“discovered” the state’s dire housing short-
age and started imposing mandates under
Gov. Gavin Newsom and his party’s lead-
ership, who want to see 2.5 million new

homes statewide between 2023 and 2030,
half of them in the “affordable” category.

“We, as a city, are not in a position to
say no,” councilmember Paul Walkingstick
said, following a nearly two-hour public
hearing, when people spilled from City
Hall chambers into the vestibule and more
joined via Zoom.

Two-thirds of commenters opposed
specific sites in the plan — and complained
the city didn’t involve them in the process
of drawing it up — but most expressed
support for more housing, in general.

Said the mayor, “Do we know it’s going
to result in over 1,000 units? We don’t
know that. But we’re taking our best shot.”

“We’ve spent the money on the experts,
on our staff members, the time in meetings,
and this is where we’re at. It has a positive
chance to increase our housing,” he added.

P.G.’s supply has “only increased by
26 units between 2010 and 2022,” and
the plan blames “vacation homes or short-
term rentals, high housing costs and lack
of diverse housing” — and, of course,
the water moratorium that has effectively
barred new construction since the 1990s.

But with a water reclamation project
already supplying a big portion of the Pen-
insula’s supply, new water meters could
start to be available “next spring, possibly
early summer,” Monterey Peninsula Water
Management District general manager

WINTER
CLEARANCE

SALE STARTS JANUARY 2ND
EVERY ITEM IN STORE REDUCED

CUSTOM ORDERS 15% OFF

NEW SHIPMENTS ARRIVING DAILY

OPPLETON’S

HANDCRAFTED FURNITURE AND INTERIOR DESIGN

16000 SQ FT MONTEREY SHOWROOM

off including displayed

Baker/McGuire furniture

Dave Stoldt told The Pine Cone in October.

“If the housing element is not approved
by the time they start releasing water, and
some developer shows up and offers a big
wad of cash, all of a sudden there’s a 10,
12, 14-story high rise right next to the high
school,” councilmember Tina Rau warned.

“If we don’t approve this,

I’ve been on the council.” He corroborated
the city’s efforts to work with the public.
“This was not even a close percentage
of the input we’ve received from residents
over the past three years,” the mayor said,
referring to several rounds of public sur-
veys since 2022, which were advertised on
the city’s website and in the

we are abdicating our role to

developers,”  Walkingstick

seconded. Special
Since the deadline passed

in 2023, the state has increas-

ingly relied on developers as

muscle to provoke cities into

submitting their housing

plans — or else, under the

harmless-sounding  “build-

exemptions for
‘affordable’
developments

city manager’s newsletter. A
final comment period took
place between July 15-30,
eliciting 11 responses to the
environmental review of the
housing plan.

Amid concerns that
the plan will disfigure sin-
gle-family  neighborhoods,
harm trees and wildlife, and

er’s remedy,” the state can

OK whatever projects “meet certain afford-
ability criteria but do not comply with the
local General Plan or zoning,” according to
the County of Monterey’s website. Other
incentives include the “density bonus,”
which allows developers to bypass height
limits and other local constraints — and
fast-track the approvals process — simply
by including 10 percent of low-income
units in their proposals.

According to its newly amended zoning
code, P.G. “shall grant a density bonus and
other incentives and concessions” to any
projects the state considers eligible.

The housing plan and related amend-
ments took three years, 19 meetings
between city council and the planning
commission, $1.3 million in consulting
costs — most recently an environmental
impact report conducted by Rincon Con-
sultants — and even greater sums in staff
and attorney’s fees, Rau said.

“We’ve already spent about three times
as much money as any of the other Pen-
insula cities,” said Rau, who was partly
recused from the vote because she owns
property on Forest Avenue being upzoned
for more housing.

Dozens of residents at the Dec. 17
meeting felt more could have been done to
solicit public input on what Smith called
“the biggest project in the 10 years since

make issues of traffic and
parking, many complained that the city
knowingly excluded them from the process
of drawing it up.

The most controversial element of the
plan rezones 3 acres bordered by Sinex,
Grove Acre, and Dennett, raising the den-
sity from nine to 29 potential units per
acre. P.G. resident Andrew Miller, who
for 30 years has lived in the area and last
month drew up a petition against the plan,
said he supports more housing but has con-
siderable doubts about the remapping of
his neighborhood.

‘Mismanaged’

“The biggest reason is the density issue,
but there’s no infrastructure, minimal park-
ing and public transportation, and it bor-
ders on a wildlife corridor. It’s not close to
schools, commercial businesses, or jobs, ”
Miller commented.

“Also, not everybody was informed
about this project. There was notification
to property owners within, but not around,
those streets. They’re going to be impacted
heavily by this,” he added.

Several of Miller’s neighbors piled
on, including Dennett resident Douglas
Philbrick.

“I think it’s fair to say the process of

See MORE HOUSING page 23A
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FALL WINTER

SALE

40 to 80% OFF

selected styles from

Amina Rubinacci * Bogner
Colombo Cashmere * Edward Achour Paris
Kiton ¢ Lamberto Losani
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Rani Arabella ¢ Richard Grand
Samantha Sung ¢ Tonet
Via Masini * And more
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The tree trap

H UMANS LOVE trees — there’s no doubt about that. Take the wildest,
windswept and treeless spot in the Great Plains, or in the Scottish Highlands,
or on the coast of California, and let humans live there, and before too long,
their homes will be surrounded by large, healthy trees which they planted.

No more perfect expression of mankind’s tree-loving nature can be found
than on Carmel Point, which today is home to hundreds of huge specimens,
but, as Robinson Jeffers said in his poem named after the place he chose to
live, was an “unbroken field of poppy and lupin walled with clean cliffs”
when he first beheld it in 1914. Later, he built the iconic Tor House on the
point — in a spot an official history of Jeffers’ life calls “a windswept, bar-
ren promontory.”

Today, after being transformed from that barren promontory into a thickly
forested community, Carmel Point is a place where it is illegal to cut down a
tree without a very-difficult-to-obtain permit. Across the city limits in Carm-
el-by-the-Sea, another place where large parts of town were devoid of trees
until humans got there, the city fathers recently discussed the possibility of
imposing fines of hundreds of thousands of dollars for illegal tree removals.

The benefits of having lots of trees around are well known, and not just
because they are aesthetically pleasing. They also provide habitat for wild-
life, absorb CO2, prevent erosion, reduce noise, and make everyone proud
of their community. In Carmel, we even have a name for this: “Village in a
forest.”

But trees also cause of a lot of trouble — especially the aging Monterey
pines that are ubiquitous in the Monterey Peninsula. First and foremost is
the possibility that one of these 30,000-pound monsters will fall on your
living room, seriously damaging your home and maiming, or even killing,
someone in your family.

Thickly forested towns are also at much higher risk of being destroyed
in a wildfire. While foggy, cool Carmel may be less vulnerable than Pacific
Palisades or Paradise, the danger of a fire is very real — so much so that 278
acres of the 1-square-mile city were recently classified by state officials as a
“very-high fire hazard severity zone.” Under the right conditions, the whole
of Carmel could be destroyed in just an hour or so.

Meanwhile, power outages are more than just an inconvenience — they’re
also a major health risk to the elderly and infirm. Even if you just glanced at
the outage maps published by PG&E last week during the Christmas storm,
you could easily see that our outages are always worst in the places with the
strictest tree-hugging policies.

How does power get to your home? First, transmission lines bring
high-voltage electricity to your community from the grid. These lines are
carried on those giant towers you see high-stepping over the landscape — in
our case, from Moss Landing, through Castroville, to Marina, to Monterey.
From a major substation next door to the Jiffy Lube on Fremont, a distribu-
tion line brings power to another substation behind CHOMP, and from there
it’s distributed via wires at the very tops of telephone poles into Carmel via
Second Avenue, from which the lines fan out to every everybody’s homes
and businesses.

Why does the Monterey Peninsula get so many power outages?

Take a look at the satellite images available on your phone and you
can readily understand. If you trace the power network along the route
we described above, you’ll see that for 90 percent of the way from Moss
Landing to Carmel, the route is relatively free of trees. But once it gets to
CHOMP, it’s suddenly surrounded by a thick forest of thousands of them,
among which there are hundreds ready to fall on the lines at the slightest
provocation. Sure, PG&E is pretty aggressive about keeping limbs from
overhanging the wires, but they don’t engage in any wholesale cutting of
trees that are 10 or 20 feet away — and that’s where the ones are that invari-
ably crash onto the wires in dozens of places during major storms.

Yes, trees cause almost all of our regular power outages. Until the lines
can be placed safely underground, the trees must be managed — with chain
saws — to keep them off the wires. That is, if you want your power to stay
on.

BEST of BATES

Letters

to the Editor

The Pine Cone encourages submission of let-
ters which address issues of public importance.
Letters cannot exceed 350 words, and must
include the author’s name and home town. We
reserve the right to determine which letters are
suitable for publication and to edit for length and
clarity.

The Pine Cone only accepts letters to the
editor by email. Please submit your letters to
mail@carmelpinecone.com

Humanity of neighbors
Dear Editor,

From December 24 to 27 we once again
suffered lack of power to our home in Peb-
ble Beach like thousands of other house-
holds on the Monterey Peninsula.

The cold, lack of power, no internet,
tv, radio, phones, spoiled food, damages
to our properties, in general lack of basic
comforts of home reminded us of the
movie Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome.
Primitive, barbaric, other worldly. Thank
God for the humanity of neighbors helping
each other survive in our communities by
sharing power generators, lanterns, water
and food. We are generally well-off and
know how to survive, but what about the
elderly, homeless and very poor during
these catastrophic events? No one seems to
care or report on their modes of survival.

PG&E, Gavin Newsom and Jimmy
Panetta bear accountability for not taking
proactive action to prevent power out-
ages from causing so much havoc during

storms. Like fire danger, storm danger is of
equal concern.

Ray and Barbara Rasul,

Pebble Beach

Traffic jams
Dear Editor,

It is disappointing that neither the Car-
mel Police nor the CHP could spare a cou-
ple of officers to direct traffic at the High-
way 1 intersections with Ocean Avenue
and Carpenter Street while the traffic lights
were out. Cars were backed up 100 deep in
both directions.

Perhaps somebody should look into
volunteers next time?

Scott Pope, Carmel

Thanks for pressure
Dear Editor,

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank city council members Hans Buder
and Jeff Baron for taking the lead in work-
ing with execs at PG&E to get our power
restored.

As we know, our city’s budget relies
heavily on tourism, which suffered a
major blow due to the long outage over
the Christmas holidays. This does not even
cover the quality-of-life issues for our cit-
izens. These two very concerned council
members exemplified leadership.

Sharyn Siebert,
Jeff Johnson, Carmel

Tree priorities
Dear Editor,
My wife and | are Carmel residents, but

See LETTERS page 224

B PUDIISNET ..o Paul Miller
B Production/Sales Manager ... .. Jackie Miller
B Office MANAGEY .........coevimiiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt Irma Garcia
M Reporters ..Mary Schley, Chris Counts
........................................................................................... Kelly Nix, Lily Patterson
B Features EditOr. ...t Elaine Hesser
Bl Editorial LayOuL.........ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiccccc s Emilie Ruiz
W Advertising Sales Real Estate, Big Sur - Jung Yi (274-8646)
Carmel-by-the-Sea, Carmel Valley, Carmel & Pebble Beach

Monterey, Pacific Grove, Seaside, Sand City........... Meena Lewellen (274-8655)
H Real estate classifieds........ .. Vanessa Jimenez (274-8652)
B Legal NOTICES.......coiiiiiieee e Irma Garcia (274-8645)
B Ad Design.......ccccoeeunne Vanessa Jimenez (274-8652), Sharron Smith (274-2767)
H Ad Design & Obituaries ... Anne Papineau (274-8654)

W Office Assistant.................. .... Alex Nicholson (274-8593)
B Circulation Manager ............cccoovivvinicniniinnnns Scott MacDonald (261-6110)
M For complete contact info: carmelpinecone.com/contact.html

The Carmel Pine Cone

https://carmelpinecone.com

PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY
Vol. 112 No. 1 « January 2, 2026

©Copyright 2026 by Carmel Communications, Inc.

A California Corporation

Address: 734 Lighthouse Ave.,
Pacific Grove CA 93950

Telephone: (831) 274-8593

Email: mail@carmelpinecone.com
or firstname@carmelpinecone.com

The Carmel Pine Cone
was established in 1915 and is a
legal newspaper for Carmel-by-the-Sea,
Monterey County and
the State of California, established by
Superior Court Decree No. 35759,
July 3, 1952




January 2, 2026

The Carmel Pine Cone 19A

PicTURE PEBBLE IN ITS BEST LIGHT

PHOTOGRAPHER COLE Weston
gave Christine Bush advice she’ll never
forget. At the time, Bush was working at
the Weston Gallery downtown. She loved
the job — “to hold a Karsh, a Weston, an
Adams in your hands, to have it looking
back at you” — and something the son and
protegee of Edward Weston told her.

“Christine, film is cheap. Moments are
not.”

A professional photographer, Bush’s
energy and shap-happy sessions are an old
joke among her friends and clients. But

Great Lives

By LILY PATTERSON

Weston’s advice made her stubborn, and
nobody seems to mind once they see her
pictures, which have framed professional
golfers, housekeepers, billionaires, babies,
and beloved dogs against her favorite
backdrop in the world.

Primed for it

“I’m always trying to get my subjects
at their best, but I’m compelled by what’s
behind the person. There is so much God-
given beauty here, and when people get
their photos, I hope it makes them want to
come back to this place,” said Bush, who
has called Monterey home for 40 of her 60
years.

She found photography at 21 and was
primed for it. The youngest of five Lesniak
kids growing up in a South Side Chicago
suburb called Evergreen Park, Bush took
to a piano in her family’s basement at age
3.

“| started listening to my mom with her
students upstairs, copying what they were
playing,” she said. Her father Albert was a
carpenter, and her mother, Donna Lesniak,
a virtuoso. She taught piano, sang for a
jazz band and a church choir, sewed her
children’s clothes, got her kids hooked on
whatever crafts were popu-
lar at the time, and played a
great round of golf.

“l was not my mom’s best
student,” demured Bush,
who nevertheless graduated
to the teaching piano, later
accompanied her high school choir onstage
at the Grand Old Opry and was enrolled in
five music classes her senior year.

1984 was a La Nifia year in California.
Bush remembers it because she’d taken a
two-week vacation from her job at the Chi-
cago Mercantile Exchange, where at 17 she
was hired as a runner, taking orders from
phone clerks via hand signals and racing
them from the desk to the trading floor.

So, she’d been busy. She’d never been
to California, let alone the Monterey Pen-
insula. The rain had made everything
impossibly green. She drove to Big Sur
within a day of her arrival.

“l called my parents and asked, ‘Can
you send a few things?” And

they did, because they really
believed | would come home,”
Bush recalled. They took com-
fort knowing she was there on the
invitation of Mrs. Armstrong, the
mother of a childhood friend, who
had decided to retire to a home on
Del Monte Beach, far from frigid
Lake Michigan. Bush rented a
room there, and got a job within
walking distance at Kelly Mor-
gan’s sailing shop on Fisherman’s
Wharf No. 2. The next two years
were a happy blur.

Christmas gift

In 1986, a 21-year-old Bush
received a Pentax film camera as
a Christmas gift from her parents.

“l had a deep desire to photo-
graph, and | don’t know what was
driving it,” said Bush, whose first
subjects were people — namely,
her new boyfriend, Kregg, his
family and the garden surrounding
their home in Skyline Forest in

Not one for self-exposure, Christine Bush has photo-

grophed golf and the people who love it for over 30 years.

See LIVES page 22A
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A pilgrimage of bohemians

SINCE A pilgrimage of talented bohe-
mians to the Monterey Peninsula began
after they lost their homes and studios in
the 1906 San Francisco earthquake, the
area has been a mecca for creative people.
Here are a few of the things we learned
about some of the artists we featured in
2025.

Dates in parentheses indicate the edi-
tion of The Pine Cone in which the full
profile of each artist was published.

Pacific Grove High School Class of
2003 product Michelle Magdalena (June
6, 2025), a fourth-generation artist, has

Carmel’s Artists

By DENNIS TAYLOR

carved her own path since age 17, when she
moved solo to Santa Barbara to study pho-
tography at the famous Brooks Institute.

New starts
At 19, she began photographing the
demise of her cancer-stricken dad, Tim
Maddox, a collaboration that ended when
he died the following year.
“I memorialized the most painful part of
my father’s life, and it was traumatizing,”
she said. “In many ways,

— promoting positive change,” said Gil-
lott, who, over the past three years, has
dedicated herself to helping others with
disabilities navigate their maze of chal-
lenges through her foundation.

Becky Brister (June 13, 2025) took
an unconventional journey toward her
new position as chair of the photography
department at Monterey Peninsula College,
beginning with a rebellious kind of child-
hood in a then-undeveloped part of Ventura
County, where she grew up on property
that, according to family lore, was won in
a poker game by her great-grandfather.

“Newbury Park, at that
time, was like the Wild
West, and we were basically
feral children,” she recalled.

Brister saw herself as a
square peg and struggled
to assimilate into a world
she saw as lacking in empathy, equity and
inclusion.

“l got suspended a lot, going all the
way back to kindergarten, for speaking my
mind and standing up for people,” she said.
The photos she creates frequently depict a
dark and gritty side of life that many opt
to ignore.

“Teaching is so much harder than cre-
ating, but it’s also fantastic — especially
here, where it’s all about community and

it made grieving him very
difficult.” Emotional proj-
ects have been a significant
part of her art ever since.

In 2011, she traveled
to Fukushima, Japan, to
photograph and ask locals
how they felt about nuclear
power in the wake of a
meltdown that raised con-
cerns about contaminated
water and cancer. She feels
camaraderie with Native
Americans and joined the
Oglala Lakota tribe in a
ceremonial ride to memo-
rialize legendary Sioux
Nation chief Crazy Horse.

Other  passions and
causes impacting Magda-
lena’s art include nature, spiritualism and
environmentalism.

“My photography always has been
geared toward fine art, but I've found
myself shifting into documentary-style
storytelling in recent years,” she said. Her
self-portrait, “From Palestine,” was fea-
tured at Monterey Museum of Art’s “Bien-
nial” exhibition in 2025.

Oil painter and driftwood artist Nicole
Gillott (Aug. 15, 2025) opened her Moss
Landing galleria, lounge, and “supper
club,” The Woodcarver’s Daughter, in July
2024. The showcase is named in honor
of her father, Tom Gillott, a prolific, self-
taught woodcarver who had never exhib-
ited his intricate artwork.

The space is the headquarters and gath-
ering spot for her nonprofit — “Can’t Stop.
Won’t Stop.” — which was inspired by
her lengthy and ongoing recovery from
a stroke she suffered in July 2015 as a
36-year-old single mom.

“I've found my superpower

Michelle Magdalena'’s self-portrait, “From Palestine,” was show-
cased in the Monterey Museum of Art's first “Biennial” exhibition
in 2025.

hope and supporting each other,” Brister
said. “The other day, | actually taught a
student how to stitch up a rip in his pants,
which made both of us feel pretty great.”

Beginning to set in

r. mike nichols (May 30, 2025)
ascended an unexpected peak of his
five-decade art career earlier this year
when he learned he’d been accepted into
the Carmel Art Association, whose mem-
bership roster includes many of the most
celebrated California artists.

“That one is just beginning to set in,”
said the Salinas resident, who creates
Rockwell-esque Americana-style water-
colors that remind him that “life is good.”
Over the past 16 years, his paintings have
won nearly 200 awards, including 10 Best
of Show honors and 33 first-place trinkets.

“Painting is my anchor ... my guiding
light,” said the artist.

See ARTISTS page 35A
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TREES

From page 1A

Risk, he said, isn’t always visible. But if
the city hadn’t been budgeting for mainte-
nance and “taking steady action,” the dam-
age from last week’s storms would have
been far worse.

“Could we do more? Yes, but it is a bal-
ancing act,” Byrne explained. “We must
weigh these needs against our budget and
the logistical constraints of simultaneous
road, sewer and water projects, along-
side numerous residential and commer-
cial builds. Our goal is to keep the city
resilient without leaving it gridlocked by
construction.”

Carmel’s ongoing work to manage its
forest (it has more than 13,000 trees on
public property) runs parallel to the state’s
own efforts to cut down on fire risks, fol-
lowing the devastating blazes in Pacific
Palisades and Altadena in January 2025.
Gov. Gavin Newsom signed an executive
order that will require property owners
in the highest wildfire risk areas to create
5-foot “ember-resistant” buffers around
their homes and buildings.

Once California’s so-called “Zone
Zero” rules take effect, supposedly in the
middle of the year, they’ll apply to new
construction first while allowing other
properties three years to comply. Carmel
maintains nearly 280 acres of “very high
fire-hazard” arcas where the Zone Zero
rules will apply.

Trees might have to be pruned so no

part comes within the 5-foot buffer, or they
could be restricted only within 10 feet of
chimneys, as already required.

No indiscriminate removal

Byrne said that while the city is doing
a lot, last week’s storm was a humbling
reminder.

“l personally saw a large limb from a
healthy-looking tree come down across a
power line while | was walking my dogs,”
Byrne told The Pine Cone.

Carmel will continue to review trees
that need maintenance “guided by profes-
sional arborists rather than indiscriminate
removal.”

Byrne also suggested Carmel is con-
sidering reducing the cost of tree removal
permits to help residents manage high-risk
trees on their property.

“Qur guiding principle remains protect-
ing public safety while preserving Carm-
el’s iconic forested character,” he said.

The Carmel Residents Association
was asked if it would support removing
trees that are too close to power lines, as a
means of reducing the possibility of power
outages.

“What makes a healthy and thriv-
ing urbanized forest is up to experts to
advise and define,” a member of the asso-
ciation said. “Even with more actions by
our city with the supportive funding to
address public trees, the responsibilities of
property owners must be included regard-
ing Mother Nature’s impacts. Whether
public or private and despite the immense
value of our trees, long-standing rules —
like not planting tall trees under power
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lines — have often been
ignored.”

The CRA went on to
say that there are no sim-
ple solutions, and that “and
any new, more aggressive
actions to protect both our
power and our forest must
be publicly reviewed for
their short- and long-term
impacts.”

Meanwhile, Byrne said
the city acknowledges the
hardship last week’s out-
age caused to residents and
businesses.

“Being without power
for days, especially during
the  Christmas holiday,
is more than an incon-
venience — it is a major
source of stress for resi-
dents and a blow to our
local economy,” he said.

Lydia Lyons, owner of
Patisserie Boissiere Restau-
rant in Carmel Plaza, told The Pine Cone
Christmas Day that the family-owned
restaurant she acquired in 2019, just before
the Covid pandemic, took big a hit the day
before, when the power went out.

“We had quite a blow to our restaurant
on Christmas Eve,” Lyons said. “We had
planned a gorgeous prix fixe dinner for all
our guests and had 93 reservations. We
kept hoping that the power would come
back on but finally had to call it around 4
p.m. and start calling our guests” to cancel.

The business community has been can-
did about the loss of power during Christ-
mastime, the mayor said.

“While a few restaurants rented gen-
erators and saw record-breaking crowds,
many retail shops had no practical way
to operate during one of the most critical
periods of the year,” he said. “It was a
wake-up call to realize that major hubs like
the Plaza have no existing backup power
infrastructure.”

The most consistent  feedback
he received was the need for better
information.

“Business owners need reliable res-
toration forecasts from PG&E to decide
whether to invest in temporary power rent-
als or close their doors,” Byrne explained.

Solution: undergrounding

Councilman Hans Buder said he learned
alot from PG&E officials last week, includ-
ing that the circuit Carmel is on is fed by a
single main line, which drops in off High-
way 1 and cuts east to west along Second
Avenue. If the main line is impacted, the
whole city loses power.

“In such situations PG&E will often try
to feed our circuit from an adjacent cir-
cuit,” including from Pebble Beach, Buder
said.

“But in a big storm, sometimes adja-
cent circuits are too heavily impacted” to
allow for that, “which is what happened
this time. If you look at that main line, the
vulnerability is shocking,” he added.

That main line branches out into a series
of secondary lines, which in turn supply
power to residential lines.

“The solution is pretty clear: That main
line and those secondary distribution lines
need to be undergrounded,” Buder said.
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City councilman Hans Buder (right) meefs with a PG&E supervisor
during the Christmas Day power outage.

“And until that occurs, the city needs to
work with PG&E to proactively prune
branches and remove dead or dying trees
that pose a material threat to the main line
feeding our circuit.”

Buder also noted the “antiquated power
grid,” and the need to look for technolog-
ical upgrades. For example, he said that
while most of Carmel had power restored
by 6 p.m. Dec. 26, there were a few pock-
ets, including a 110-home, multiblock area
at Crespi, Vizcaino, Acacia Way, and parts
of Guadalupe and Forest, that didn’t have
power until Saturday afternoon or evening.

“It turned out that the outage for that
whole area was caused by a single snagged
wire at Mountain View and Eighth,” Buder
said, adding that because the system is so
old, PG&E only identifies the entire area as
being without power.

“It doesn’t provide a specific loca-
tion for where the line is down,” he said.
“Shockingly, they had to put people on
the ground to visually inspect the lines
throughout that entire multi-block area to
look for the source of the problem.”

CEO pressure

Buder took action on Christmas Eve
when he didn’t see any PG&E trucks in
town.

“l called PG&E’s government affairs
team to express my frustration and to figure
out what was going on,” he said. “We had a
half-dozen conversations over the next 24
hours, which grew increasingly pointed.”

That led to Buder and councilman Jeff
Baron holding an hourlong Christmas
Day conversation with PG&E CEO Patti
Poppe and other senior executives, during
which they expressed their frustration with
the lack of response during the holidays,
especially Christmas Eve when there was a
break in the bad weather.

“We saw a completely different
response from PG&E after our call,” Buder
said. “On Christmas afternoon there were
still 30 known hazards, but only five crews
in Carmel. By late morning the next day,
there were 12 crews in Carmel working on
15 remaining hazards, and they had dis-
patched PG&E’s vice president, who man-
ages their power grid statewide, to come to
Carmel to oversee the response in person.”
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Lawmakers ask POTUS

By KELLY NIX

A GROUP of congressional Democrats, including
Carmel Valley Rep. Jimmy Panetta, are calling on Pres-
ident Donald Trump to help implement the Gaza peace
plan, the agreement in October which led to the ceasefire
between Israel and Hamas.

The Dec. 19 letter requests that the administration
“dedicate the full weight” of American diplomacy to
ensure that Hamas — the Islamist group that has governed
Gaza since 2007 — is disarmed and that Gaza is rebuilt,
as called for in the 20-point Peace Plan signed by Israel
and Hamas.

“The Peace Plan represents the most viable opportu-
nity for necessary security, immediate relief, and long-
term stability,” Panetta, who represents California’s 19th
Congressional District, and his colleagues said. “The plan
rightly recognizes that Hamas must be fully disarmed and
play no role in governing Gaza,” while calling for transi-
tional governing authority.

Surge of aid

The plan also demands a “surge of humanitarian aid to
Palestinians that will be shielded from Hamas; a phased
withdrawal of the Israel Defense Forces from Gaza based
on security conditions; and the deployment of an Inter-
national Stabilization Force” proposed by the United
Nations.

The letter was co-signed by Democratic congressmen
Jared Golden of Maine, Greg Stanton of Arizona, Jim
Costa, who represents the San Joaquin Valley, and Tom
Suozzi of New York, and endorsed by advocacy group
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to help fulfill ceasefire

Democratic Majority for Israel. It was sent to Trump in
response to what the group said are reports of “serious
obstacles” in implementing the plan’s security and recon-
struction efforts.

Reconstruction

“A comprehensive enforcement framework would bol-
ster Israel’s long-term security and reinforce U.S. coor-
dination with regional partners such as Jordan, Egypt,
and the Gulf states,” the lawmakers said, adding that the
framework could also reduce the influence of Iran, which
funds Hamas and other terror groups, and its proxies.

Ongoing reconstruction of Gaza would reduce depen-
dence on international aid, enable local governance and
private enterprise to take hold, and create pillars of long-
term security and regional prosperity, the congressmen
told Trump.

A prosperous Gaza would also reduce instability, help
prevent extremism, and promote shared economic growth
across the Eastern Mediterranean, they went on to say.

It’s not only Democrats who are concerned about
Hamas fulfilling its end of the deal. Republican Sen. Lind-
sey Graham last week told the press that Hamas is refusing
to lay down its weapons.

Graham told NBC, “You can’t have a stabilizing force
in Gaza until Hamas is disarmed,” and he urged Trump
to meet with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
about disarmament.

After a meeting Monday, Trump and Netanyahu told
the press they would increase pressure on Hamas to dis-
arm and threatened to attack Iran if it builds up its ballistic
missile inventory.

Event celebrates
gifts to nonprofits

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

AMI CARMEL, the eclectic gift shop on Dolores
near Fifth, will host a community celebration Monday
from 5 to 7 p.m. to honor the work of 13 Monterey County
nonprofits.

The gathering will bring together directors, staff and
board members from groups including Leadership Car-
mel, Housing for School Kids, AFRP, Meals on Wheels,
Carmel Cares, Peace of Mind Dog Rescue, Carmel Wom-
an’s Club, the Monterey County Film Commission and
others.

The first Monday of each month, Ami Carmel donates
10 percent of its sales to charity, and Monday evening’s
festivities will include a 6 p.m. presentation of a check
representing approximately $750 for each organization
being honored. There will also be refreshments and a
group photo.

Post-holiday shopping

Incentives to do some post-holiday shopping — pre-
sumably for everything attendees wanted but didn’t get —
will include a 20 percent discount on all purchases made
at the event.

Nonprofit directors, staff and board members are
encouraged to attend and bring colleagues, and of course,
the public is welcome. RSVPs are requested by email at
ami.carmel.amie@gmail.com. Questions may be directed
to the same address.
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LETTERS

From page 18A

like so many, we spent decades somewhere else. In our
case, it was Minnesota. Minnesota has sub-zero tempera-
tures, tornadoes, thunderstorms with lightning, wind, and
many lakes and rivers which flood. Yet, in some 60-plus
years of living there, we lost power perhaps four or five
times. With rare exceptions, no one has a generator, and
our trees must be trimmed if they interfere with power
lines.

Here in Carmel, we have lost power over the last 14
years more times that | remember, and we now have a
generator. Why is this? It seems our city values trees and
appearance more than safe living and commerce. And
isn’t it ironic that when the town was founded, in some
parts of town there were virtually no trees? Robinson Jef-
fers helped create our urban forest within living memory.
Could the powers-that-be rethink these priorities?

Mark Mammel, Carmel

‘Longest outage’
Dear Editor,

Thank you for publishing your news updates during
the power outage. Because | had no WiFi, | could not get
your reports, but my daughter, who lives in Massachusetts,
could and she sent me texts throughout summarizing the
latest news. Unfortunately, the PG&E notification ser-
vice went dark from moments after the power went out to
shortly after it came on again — with one exception. They
announced on Dec. 24 at 5:38 p.m., that our electric ser-
vice would return by 11 p.m. on Dec. 26, more than two
days later.

I am 90 years old. | do not drive, so I could not get
to the warming centers and, actually, it was plenty warm
in the daytime, when the warming centers were open. No
problem during the two basically sunny afternoons when
soft breezes, for the most part, made life endurable and
neighbors strolled by walking their dogs and we could
wave in the old Carmel fashion and assure each other that
we were surviving.

Things were not so pleasant, however, once it got
dark. The Carmel police, who my son in Colorado
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contacted asking for a wellness check, and who were
working even on Christmas Eve, were most helpful, find-
ing me a cable so | could recharge my new phone from an
older power pack | keep ready for just this sort of occa-
sion. And the San Francisco Chronicle kept delivering my
newspaper every morning, so | knew somewhere life was
continuing as usual. I do find it remarkable that at 5 p.m.
on Christmas Eve, PG&E knew exactly how long it would
take to fix the outage.

I moved to Carmel some 25 years ago. This is the
longest outage I’ve experienced in all that time. Before |
moved west, | worked for 10 years at a Vermont ski resort.
During the years in Vermont, | worked every single Christ-
mas Day, and in fact, all staff and employees were required
to put in extra hours between December 24 and the week
after New Years Day. It was a ski resort. This was the bus-
iest time of the year for the industry. | guess ski instructors
are more vital to the well-being of their community than
are the employees of a public utility, whose job it is to
keep their community safe and healthy. What a disgrace.

Fran Vardamis, Carmel

Inherent bias?
Dear Editor,

I was dismayed, but not surprised, to read that the CHP
provided incomplete or inaccurate information about the
recent accident in Pebble Beach that caused the death of
cyclist Seth Pollack. On Oct. 19, 2023, I was cycling with
my husband in the bike lane on 17 Mile Drive near Span-
ish Bay when an elderly motorist suddenly turned right
into me as she was attempting to enter a viewing area
parking lot. The impact knocked me to the ground, but she
drove right past me without stopping. My husband pur-
sued her to explain what she had done, but she expressed
total denial and drove away without giving us her driver’s
license or insurance information.

Fortunately, my injuries were minor, but | contacted
CHP right away to report the accident and provide a photo
of her car and license plate, because she was a hazard on
the road, and I didn’t want her to hit anyone else.

After placing several follow-up calls to the CHP to
finalize the report with no response, and subsequently
driving to the Salinas CHP office to seek assistance in per-
son, | was told that someone would get back to me, but no
one ever did. Does the CHP have an inherent bias against
cyclists? Lori Fowler, Monterey
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From page 19A

Monterey, where the Bushes still live.

Golf links were part of the deal, since Kregg had started
a 27-year career as the greenskeeper at Poppy Hills just
after the course was built.

“There and Pebble — as employees, we were given the
honor of enjoying those properties, which naturally gave
me a place to shoot,” said Bush, who by then was working
in reservations at the resort.

Bush doesn’t have a website, and she’s never adver-
tised. Work still comes by word of mouth. She’s held
many part-time jobs and cherishes her years of nanny-
ing, caretaking a cottage in Pebble Beach, and her time
at Weston Gallery. She names a dozen clients and many
friends who gave her opportunities she “probably didn’t
deserve,” starting out.

Bill Murray

In the early 1990s, she cut her teeth shooting family
sessions for coworkers, who always knew somebody with
a wedding, quinceafiera or holiday party that needed docu-
menting. Another gig, working for the editor of the North-
ern California Golf Association Magazine, sent Bush to
photograph more than 100 courses in three years.

“l learned the golf course early on for that reason,
where shots land, the best angle, seeing from a golfer’s
point of view. And it became important to me that | know
these places like my backyard,” said Bush.

She started landing bigger jobs — including the AT&T
Pebble Beach Pro-Am, as an official photographer for
more than 20 years — but never neglected the course
regulars.

Her favorite photos from tournaments aren’t the ones in
commemorative frames, but instead feature a cast of oth-
ers: egrets on the Dunes course, hawks and snakes at The
Preserve, and the otters and harbor seals who make their
home below the world’s most iconic 7th Hole.

There were other characters, like in 1992, when Bush
met Bill Murray. Not yet an official photographer for the
AT&T, she was offered a press pass by a friend in the mar-
keting department who had seen her work. At the tour-
nament, Bush snapped Murray goofing off with “Caddy-
shack” fans and they struck up a friendship. Murray asked
if she and her camera would follow him on his rounds.

“He was on the road so much, he seemed to like having
a familiar group around. We’d go to dinner, where every-
body wanted an autograph, and he’d give these hysteri-
cal responses. The entire restaurant would laugh,” Bush
remembered.

She considers celebrity encounters a minor part of the
magic of fundraisers like the Pro-Am.

“I’ve seen an amazing side of gracious giving on this
Peninsula, considering I’ve seen a grain of sand of what
goes on here,” said Bush, who has donated her photogra-
phy to the Boys & Girls Club, SPCA Monterey County,
and the Naval Postgraduate School Foundation.

A new view

Bush bought her first digital camera in 2004, but she’s
always shot on the manual setting. That means she must
keep one eye on the light sifting through the trees and the
hair blowing across someone’s face (before she jumps up
to brush it out of the way) and the other in her viewfinder,
adjusting shutter speed, exposure and aperture. She’s a
purist — swearing she learns something new every time
she picks up her camera — who prefers to edit the moment
rather than the photo.

“It just feels safer that way, trying to create the best
possible image in the field,” she said.

Paid or volunteered, she has a hard time turning down
any opportunity to photograph Monterey County in its
best light. Ten years ago, she zoomed out of the Peninsula
when her hushband, Kregg, surprised her by buying several
acres in South Monterey County near Pinnacles National
Park. A blessing at a time when her career and health were
in flux — Bush suffers from intense migraines, one reason
she never took to computer editing — it’s become their
escape.

“Our relationship started outdoors, and it’s one of the
greatest things he’s ever done for us,” said Bush, who
champions her husband as a “renaissance man, an amaz-
ing mechanical brain and a deep thinker who doesn’t get
enough recognition.”

GAVEL

From page 4A

everyone around her, including her husband and children. She
admitted Baby Doe was born alive in her home. After he was
born, Ferreyra said she dressed him, put him in her car, drove
him to the remote Prunedale location, and left him there. She
never returned to the location or investigated what happened
to Baby Doe.

Ferreyra’s guilty plea represents the 10th conviction for a
cold-case homicide since the establishment of the cold case
task force.

The case of Baby Doe was investigated by multiple cur-
rent and retired investigators with the district attorney’s office
and the sheriff’s office.
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VICTIM

From page 8A

Baird suggested. “People tend to say your
chances being attacked by a shark are one
in a million, but that’s across the entire
population. We’re in the water twice a
week, and we’ve had two incidents.”

With all the risks that come from swim-
ming in the sea, why not just swim in a
pool? “When you swim in the ocean, every
time is like a new event,” he said. “It’s so

refreshing and invigorating.”

Like Baird, Bruemmer notes that shark
encounters are rare. There were 28 attacks
in the United States in 2024, with one fatal-
ity in Hawaii, while there were about 1,100
deaths from cycling the same year.

However, shark attacks in Pacific Grove
are on the rise. The last documented one
was in 1981, when surfer Lew Boren was
killed at Asilomar. In 1952, a shark fatally
injured a swimmer near Lovers Point.
However, since Bruemmer’s encounter in
2022, there have been three other attacks,
though Fox’s is the only other fatal one.

MORE
HOUSING

From page 16A

“I think it’s fair to say the process of updat-
ing the general plan has been mismanaged.
Inadequate public notice has made the pro-
cess more chaotic and much less transpar-
ent,” said Philbrick.

“These changes, which account for only
67 of the 1,125 additional housing units
and have elicited hundreds of petition sig-
natures and the presence of many people
you see here, are ill-conceived, ill-advised,
and possibly illegal,” said Philbrick.

Speaking with The Pine Cone last
week, Philbrick said that the only direct
communication he and his Asilomar neigh-
bors received from the city were notices in
the mail “a week or two” before Decem-
ber’s city council meeting. They were also
invited to the planning commission’s Nov.
13 meeting, when it approved the housing
plan and related changes to P.G.’s zoning
laws.

Addressing the council in December,
Philbrick said he was echoing “questions
raised on Nov. 13 by planning commis-
sioner David Sweigert about the consti-
tutionality of certain zoning law changes,

SHOPPING

since they deny the public due process.”

P.G.’s housing plan suggests half of
new builds could be used for affordable
housing, and the city has updated its zon-
ing code to expedite approval of those
projects. A proposed apartment building
that will offer four of its 20 units below
market rate, for example, won’t have to
suffer public hearings or appeals.

Such projects are “use-by-right” and
“may be appealed to the Planning Com-
mission only by the applicant or the owner
of the subject property.”

“Yes, in my backyard’

“| think the staff and Rincon have done
a wonderful job on the housing element
and other changes. | have no problems with
any of those. | do have a problem with pro-
visions that reduce the public’s ability to
look at projects,” Sweigert said at the plan-
ning commission meeting in November.

Commenting before the city council
voted in December, Eugene Loh was the
sole Asilomar resident to offer his “back-
yard” for more building.

“The only people who can afford these
homes are wealthy people, who moved
here years ago and like myself still pay low
Prop. 13 taxes.

“We do need new housing for families.
We need to retrieve P.G.’s hometown feel,
so | welcome high-density zoning — yes,
in my backyard,” Loh said.

vum&‘

www.thebarnyard.com
3663 THE BARNYARD, CARMEL, CA

SEEY0UIN
2026 AT THE
BARNYARD!

VISIT us!

[ L%

“Health & Wellness
~Craft Beer & Wine

Some have suggested that shark warning
signs be placed in swimming areas around
Pacific Grove — though that would likely
not have deterred Fox and members of her
swimming group.

Fully charged

On Dec. 28, members of the Kelp
Krawlers met with Fox’s parents and oth-
ers at Lovers Point.

“We met where we normally meet,”
Baird said. “We walked back toward Otter
Point on the recreation trail to commemo-
rate the swim she took.”

Fox was “very down to earth and never

boastful,” despite her accomplishments in
the water, explained to The Pine Cone this
week.

“She was a very fast swimmer and nat-
ural athlete who completed many triath-
lons,” he explained. “She did the Escape
from Alcatraz triathlon for 20 years and
even took first place in her age group. She
was a very special person.”

Baird said water was simply “in her
DNA.”

“She came alive in that environment,”
he added. “At the end of a swim, she’d
be smiling with glee, like her battery was
fully charged.”

Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday night by email —
Free and easy subscriptions at https://carmelpinecone.com

A 15-Week Divorce Recovery Program
Offered by Shoreline Church

Hurting from the pain of separation or divorce? Come to
DivorceCare to help in your recovery. Find help, discover

hope, and experience healing in a safe group with others who

are on the same journey.

6:00-7:30 PM Thursdays Beginning January 8

Sessions take place at
Building Bridges Counseling Center, 157 Sargent Court, Monterey

Register at www.shoreline.church/divorcecare
$25 to cover cost of materials.

HAZARA

RUG CLEANING & REPAIR

&l THE MOST
PROFESSIONAL
AREA RUG
CLEANER ON THE
CENTRAL COAST

RUG PAD,
RUG APPRAISAL,
RUG REPAIR

Eri

T L)

FREE PICKUP
AND DELIVERY

‘[ WE BUY SINGLE AND
ENTIRE ESTATE RUGS
4

<]

WE PAY TOP DOLLAR
FOR NAVAJO RUGS

Monday to Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

831-324-0706

hazararugcleaning.com

214 Fountain Ave - Pacific Grove
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Work with a Team. Work with the Best. Y CanNING
PROPERTIES

Canning Properties Group Top Sales of 2025 A Grour

3069 Aurora Del Mar, Carmel - $14,750,000 - Seller 15 Alta Madera, Carmel - $10,300,000 - Seller

Pebble Beach (off market) — $10,900,000 (Buyer) Camino Real 3 NW of 10th, Carmel — $4,700,000 (Seller)

575 Aguajito Road, Carmel — $6,500,000 (Buyer) 1272 Cantera Court, Pebble Beach - $4,600,000 (Seller)

Scenic 6 SW of Ocean, Carmel - $5,822,000 (Seller) Carmel (off market) — $3,950,000 (Seller)

5473 Quail Meadows Drive, Carmel — $5,750,000 (Seller) 2983 Cormorant Road, Pebble Beach — $3,600,000 (Seller)
Carmel (off market) - $5,400,000 (Buyer) 4077 Los Altos Drive, Pebble Beach — $2,563,000 (Seller & Buyer)
Carmel (off market) - $5,050,000 (Seller) 1272 Portola Road, Pebble Beach - $2,500,000 (Buyer)

Access the Unlisted « 4LISTINGS IN PEBBLE BEACH

. y : : + 9 LISTINGS IN CARMEL
Some of the Peninsula’s finest homes never hit the open market 4 LISTINGS IN CARMEL VALLEY

Scan the QR code to sign up for access to upcoming and off-market listings | . . 2 LISTINGS IN MONTEREY

Wishing you a wonderful New Year!

We would like to express our
sincere gratitude for your
continued trust and support.

It’s clients like you that make our
work so rewarding. See you in 2026!

The#l TEAM in 2020, 2021, and 2022

0 Sotheby’s
TOP 1 TEAM for Sotheby's International Realty Nationwide for 9 years INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Mike Canning | Jessica Canning | Nic Canning | Nancy Canning | Ellen Armstrong | Anita Jones | Caroline Garcia
team@canningproperties.com | 831.241.4458 | CanningProperties.com

© 2025 Sotheby's International Realty. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby's International Realty® is a registered trademark and used with permission. Each Sotheby's International Realty office is independently owned and operated,
except those operated by Sotheby's International Realty, Inc. All offerings are subject to errors, omissions, changes including price or withdrawal without notice. Equal Housing Opportunity. SIR CA DRE 00899496, Mike Canning
DRE: 01004964, Jessica Canning DRE: 01920034, Nic Canning DRE: 01959355, Ellen Armstrong DRE:02046046, Anita Jones DRE: 01926760, Unlicensed Assistants: Nancy Canning Caroline Garcia.
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A year of excellence at the collegiate level for local high school grads

Here's a roundup of former student-athletes from
Carmel, Stevenson, and Santa Catalina high schools who
competed in various sports on the intercollegiate level in
2025.

B Football

Carmel High product J.T. Byrne and Stevenson grad-
uate Evan Johnson competed against each other in Sat-
urday’s Pop-Tarts Bowl in Orlando, Fla., each having a
major impact on the game.

Byrne (CHS 2021), a 6-foot-5, 265-pound tight end at

PHOTO/YALE UNIVERSITY ATHLETICS

Juliette Kosmont, the fastest sprinter in Santa Catalina High School history,
is a school record-holder in the indoor 60-meter dash at Yale University.

Georgia Tech, slipped behind BYU’s line-
backers to snag a 6-yard touchdown pass
with 5:15 left in the first half to lift the un-
derdog Yellow Jackets to a 21-10 lead in
the nationally televised game.

His second touchdown of the year hap-
pened on the first play after Georgia Tech
recovered a muffed kickoff return. Byrne
is a redshirt-senior who began his career
with a season at Oregon State, then spent
the past two years at UC Berkeley, where
he earned a bachelor’s degree in political
economy.

He is a graduate student at Geor-
gia Tech, pursuing a master’s in
business administration.

Johnson (RLS °’22), a red-
shirt-junior, made the game-sav-
ing interception in the end zone on
the game’s final play to preserve
BYU’s 25-21 victory. He leapt in
front of Jamal Haynes to make a
two-handed grab, tallying his fifth
pickoff of the year.

Jackson Lloyd (Carmel ’25)
is the backup left tackle as a 6-7, 318-pound true
freshman at the University of Alabama, where he
has seen action in four games this season, regis-
tering two knockdown blocks in 13 snaps against
Loyola Marymont, playing four snaps (with one
knockdown) against Wisconsin, two snaps against
Georgia and 21 plays (with three knockdowns)
against Eastern Illinois.

The Crimson Tide, 11-3 overall, ranked No.
2 in the nation, were set to face undefeated, No.
1-ranked Indiana in Thursday’s Rose Bowl in Pas-
adena.

Lloyd helped the Carmel Padres win Califor-
nia’s 5AA state football championship during an
undefeated 2024-25 season.

RINGIINEGHEINEWAYERR
E20.26 SPEAIAL

TRY OUR FAMOUS
PRIME RIB CARVING STATION

at Tte Best Corner cn Carmel

ACROSS FROM DEVENDORF PARK

S

BRUNO’S

MARKET & DELI

PRIME & USDA CHOICE MEATS
GOURMET DELI
FARM FRESH PRODUCE

831-624-3821

Carmel’s Largest
Independent
Liquor Store

Since 1953

Ample Free Parking
6" & Junipero, Carmel * Open Daily 6:30am - 8pm ¢ Local Home & Hotel Delivery

EVERY WEEK, THURSDAY - SATURDAY
THUR., STUFFED PORK ROAST ¢ FRI., POACHED SALMON ¢ SAT., CHICKEN MARSALA
with Scalloped potatoes, vegetable medley, garlic bread « 4pm - til sold out

PRIME & USDA CHOICE MEATS, POULTRY & SEAFOOD
TOMAHAWKS ¢ FLANK STEAK ¢ SKIRT STEAK ¢« CHUCK ROAST
SKUNA BAY SALMON ¢« SMART CHICKEN PRODUCTS

AWARD WINNING MARKET & DELI
ORGANIC PRODUCE ¢ FULL SERVICE GOURMET DELI
READY MADE ENTREES ¢ FRESH SQUEEZED ORGANIC O]
CoLDp CRAFT BEER ¢ LoCcAL WINES ¢« TOP SHELF LIQUOR « AND MORE!

80Z PRIME R
W/ all the sides

for $20.2¢
(LIMITED TimE)

Section 2

PHOTO/BYU ATHLETICS

Stevenson alum Evan Johnson celebrates his game-saving inferception in the end
zone on the final play of BYU's 25-21 Pop-Tarts Bowl win over Georgia Tech. Carmel
High grad J.T. Byme caught a TD pass for the Yellow Jackets in the first half.

Tommy Dayton (Stevenson ’25), a 5-11, 200-pound
linebacker at Wesleyan University, played in eight games
for the Cardinals as a true freshman, recording five solo
tackles and one assist.

Bl Men’s basketball

Audon Forgus (Stevenson ’23) is a 6-3 sophomore for-
ward at Santa Rosa Junior College, where he has appeared
in 10 games, scoring 12 points, with eight assists and 16
rebounds for the Bears, who are 10-2.

Warren Blut (Carmel ’25), a 6-2 freshman guard on
the roster at CSU Monterey Bay, hasn’t yet seen action
through 10 games with the Otters.

See SPORTS next page

CARMEL VALLEY RANCH

Memberships at The Ranch
allow you to build memories with
your family, entertain clients,

or simply savor an escape you
can return to time and again. All
options include resort discounts
and other benefits as well!

Golf Membership
River Ranch Membership

Spa Aiyana Membership

831-624-1805

One Old Ranch Road

SCAN TO LEARN MORE

Carmel, CA 93923
831.275.1532
carmelvalleyranch.com
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From previous page

M Sailing

Carmen Berg (Stevenson ’22) competed in two fall
events as a senior at Yale University. She crewed in the
C Division at the Hatch Brown Trophy hosted by MIT on
Sept. 14 and raced in the B division at Dartmouth’s Mrs.
Hurst Bowl on Sept. 21.

Stevie Thomsen (Stevenson ’23) crewed for Connecti-
cut College four times during the fall, with a season-best
third-place finish out of 13 teams in the A division at
Rhode Island’s Salt Pond Saturday competition. Thomsen
is a sophomore for the Camels.

PHOTO/VIRGINIA TECH ATHLETICS

Stevenson grad Chiara Sistermann is a second-tfeam All-America
pole vaulter beginning her junior year at Virginia Tech.

B Track and field

Juliette Kosmont (Santa Catalina ’23)
is the swiftest female sprinter ever at Yale
University as she begins the indoor season as
ajunior.

She set an indoor school record in the
60-meter dash with a time of 7.43, breaking
her own record four times, and anchored the
second-fastest 4x100-meter in program his-
tory. Kosmont’s 11.8-second clocking in the
100-meter dash as a freshman is one of the
fastest-ever times at Yale.

Chiara Sistermann (Stevenson ’22),
earned second-team All-America honors and
first-team All-Atlantic Coast Conference, as
a junior pole vaulter at Virginia Tech. She
won a bronze medal at the 2025 ACC cham-
pionships and achieved a career-best height
of 14-3 1/4 at Virginia Tech College.

Harrison Fung (Stevenson ’23) earned
2025 All-West Region and All-Northwest
Conference honors as the conference cham-
pion in the 400-meter hurdles.

Fung, a junior at Lewis & Clark College, has the sec-
ond-fastest time in school history in the indoor 600-meter
hurdles, and he’s fifth all-time in the indoor 400 hurdles.

B Women’s volleyball

Two Carmel High alums played women’s college vol-
leyball this fall on the East Coast.

Caroline Byrne (Class of ’24), a 5-11 outside hitter
at Middlebury College, registered 149 kills (fourth on the
team), 19 assists, and 36 service aces in 87 sets during
her sophomore season with the Black Panthers, who were
13-12 overall.

She also played 87 sets in 2024, her freshman year,
when she recorded seven kills and 16 assists.

Former Carmel High teammate Riley Imamura (’25),
a 5-11 outside hitter, saw action in 21 sets as a freshman
at Dartmouth College, recording one kill and four assists.

Sofia Luna (Santa Catalina ’25), a setter and oppo-
site-side hitter, played in 23 matches and 79 sets last fall
for Hartnell College, recording 38 Kills, 42 assists, 163
digs, 12 blocks and 24 service aces for the Panthers, who
were 18-13 this season.

B Men’s volleyball

Sebastian Daste (Carmel "24) is a 6-4 freshman setter
for the Princeton University Tigers, who open their 2026
season Saturday against Toronto Metropolitan University
in Ontario, Canada.

Pacific Grove Advanced Chiropractic

HEAD AND NECK PAIN

A CHIROPRACTIC MESSAGE
from Dr. Steven MacDonald, D.C.

Dr. MacDonald’s specialty is the Cervical Spine
and Skull alignment. The skull and the cervical spine
(Cranial-Cervical segment) must be in alignment to
keep the rest of the body in balance. This section of the
spine houses and protects the most important area of
the central nervous system-the brain and brainstem.
There are also so many life forces housed here, often
called the mouth of God where the skull meets the
cervical spine. The nervous system, Cerebral spinal
fluid, circulatory system must be able to flow freely
here to keep us healthy. Head and neck injuries and
stress can misalign this area and interfere with these
systems. Old and new injuries can hurt this spinal
alignment and then be the cause of many of the symp-
toms people have today and distort posture later in
life. Headaches can occur, balance problems, middle
ear problems, neck and shoulder pain, mid and low
back pain, poor memory, brain fog, blurred vision,
speech, mood, depression, numbness and tingling,
constipation, Fibromyalgia and Chronic Fatigue. Cra-
nial-Cervical misalignment can hurt every system in
the body. It’s not something to take lightly.

The NUCCA UPPER CERVICAL system of chi-
ropractic can gently and specifically treat the Crani-
al-Cervical spine to be of help to all problems people
can experience. This treatment can also correct full
spine, pelvis and leg length imbalances.

The NUCCA chiropractic care entails a 3- dimen-
sional x-ray evaluation and analysis to determine spe-
cific spinal misalignment measurements, so that the
proper gentle adjustment can be given.

The goal of treatment is to offer relief from the
problems many experience. Treatment can help a
person be healthier and more active. This care should
be part of any other care one receives for their health
care.

Steven N. MacDonald, D.C.
Board Certified * NUCCA *
831.375.9528

718 Lighthouse Ave., Suite A,
Pacific Grove
www.drmacnucca.com
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This article is part of The Carmel Foundation’s new monthly
column in the Carmel Pine Cone, highlighting stories, resources,
and reflections to support successful aging.

Neighbors Caring for Neighbors

Seventy-five years ago, The
Carmel Foundation was cre-

it of Carmel-by-the-Sea and
our surrounding commu-

ated by neighbors who be-
lieved in caring for one an-
other—especially as we age.
That simple idea remains at
the heart of our community.

During the holiday season,
an extended power outage
disrupted plans and created
real concern for some about
warmth, food, and connec-
tion.

Although we had planned
to be closed, it quickly be-
came clear that our com-
munity needed a place to go
- a place to charge phones,
connect to the internet, get
warm, share a meal, see a
familiar face, and feel the
comfort of not being alone.
What followed was not ex-
traordinary—just people
showing up for one another
in @ moment of uncertainty,
sharing camaraderie and
stories.

It was a reminder of the spir-

nities: neighbors checking
in, sharing what they could,
and offering reassurance
when it was needed most.
These moments often hap-
pen quietly, without notice,
but they are what communi-
ty is built on.

As we mark our 75th year,
we are grateful to those who
had the foresight to create a
place rooted in care (with
a large generator and Star-
link), and to the broader Car-
mel-by-the-Sea  community
and our extended neighbors
who continue to look out for
one another. We are also
deeply grateful to all who
worked tirelessly through-
out the holidays—including
City staff, elected officials,
volunteers, and our own
staff. When the unexpected
happens, it is this shared
sense of responsibility and
connection that carries us
through.

carmelfoundation.org | 831-624-1588
SE Corner 8th & Lincoln, Carmel

PHOTO,/MIDDLEBURY COLLEGE ATHLETICS

Former Carmel High standout Caroline Byrne saw significant action this season as
a sophomore outside hitter at Middlebury College.

B Men’s soccer

Henry Blaxter (Stevenson ’25), a freshman midfielder,
scored a goal in his only appearance of the 2025 season
as a true freshman at St. Lawrence University. Blaxter
scored on Sept. 17 at the 66-minute mark of 8-1 victory
over SUNY Potsdam.

Charles EImore (Stevenson ’25) played 22 total min-
utes in two games in his freshman year as a midfielder for
Grinnell College. He had no statistics.

B Men’s water polo

Stevenson water polo brothers Jasper Dale (’22) and
Wiley Dale ("23) helped UC Irvine to a 15-12 record this
fall.

Jasper, a 6-6 senior utility player, scored 14 goals and
dealt 19 assists, with 10 steals and 26 exclusions (fourth
on the team) in 26 games.

Wyley, a 6-8 junior center, scored 39 goals (third on
the team), with two assists, four steals, and 15 exclusions
in 27 games.

B Swimming and diving

Beckett Heywood (Stevenson ’25), made his debut
as a true freshman at Claremont-Mudd-Scripps College,
placing second in the 1- and 3-meter diving events in a
dual meet at Pomona-Pitzer College Dec. 5.

Augie Meier (Stevenson ’23), a freshman at Willa-
mette University, has competed this year in the 50-, 100-,
and 200-freestyle events.

Note: Baseball, softball, golf, lacrosse, tennis, outdoor
track and field, and women’s water polo are spring sports
at the college level.

Did we miss anybody?

Dennis Taylor is a professional freelance writer in
Monterey County. Contact him at scribelaureate@gmail.
com.

| Everybody reads The Pine Cone

Visiting Nurse Association
Delivering Compassionate,
Trusted, Team-Driven Care

VWA

ew-

2926

A new year, a renewed commitment
to your health and well-being at
home. Cheers to a year filled with
health, happiness, and healing.

CHOOSE VNA
O 831-372-6668
WWW.Cccvna.com
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Tribute show celebrates British Invasion, Bollywood meets blues

TURNING THE clock back to 1964 — when bands
like the Beatles and the Rolling Stones crossed the Atlan-
tic Ocean to inject new life into rock ’n’ roll — the latest
incarnation of PacRep’s British Invasion tribute concert

On a High Note

By CHRIS COUNTS

is at the Golden Bough Playhouse through Jan. 11.

The concert recreates performances by the Fab Four
Rolling Stones, along with other acts from the U.K. that
rocked the airwaves of the mid-1960s, such as the Kinks,
the Animals, Herman’s Hermits and Manfred Mann.

s

The Bubba Pickens Band plays bluegrass Friday, 6 p.m., at the Links Club in

Carmel Plaza.

L

friends.si

pouring daily from 12pm

CARMEL TASTING ROOM
SAN CARLOS & 7TH

831.626.WINE (9463) 831.386.0316

ESTATE WINERY & TASTING ROOM
1972 HOBSON AVE., GREENFIELD

The shows offers audiences a chance to “relive
the explosive energy of the 1960s British Invasion,”
PacRep said.

The concert continues Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays, when performances start at 7:30 p.m., and
Sundays, with matinees beginning at 2 p.m. Tickets
start at $11, and you can buy two for the price of one
on Thursdays. The Golden Bough is located on Mon-
te Verde between Eighth and Ninth. Call (831) 622-
0100 or visit pacrep.org.

B ‘Bombay’s Only Bluesman’

Bollywood meets the blues when singer and
multi-instrumentalist Aki Kumar takes the stage at
Deja Blue in Seaside Saturday at 3 p.m.

Born in India, Kumar left Mumbai for
San Jose to be a software engineer. But
along the way, he discovered American
blues, which changed his life. Before long,
he was playing at clubs throughout the re-
gion — and earning the title of “The Only
Bombay Blues Man.”

Kumar credits the San Francisco area’s
“rich and thriving blues jam scene” with
nurturing his musical career and building his
confidence. “I honed my band-leading, harmon-
ica and vocals chops night after night by sitting
in at several of the jams in the South Bay,” he
explained.

Creating a hybrid of Chicago blues and his
native Bollywood pop, Kumar has released 10
albums since his debut LP in 2009, including his
most recent, “God Bless the USA,” which came
out last year.

Tickets are $5. The venue is located at 500
Broadway. For more details, visit dejabluelive.

com.

Guitarist Bruce Forman accompanies the Cena Jazz Trio Thursday, 6
p.m., at Il Vecchio lialian Restaurant in Pacific Grove.

B Guitarist backed by trio

Guitarist Bruce Forman joins The Cena Jazz Trio
Thursday, 6 p.m., at I1 Vecchio Italian restaurant in Pacific
Grove.

Forman is a world-class jazz guitarist with deep local
roots. A frequent performer at the Monterey Jazz Festival,
he has played on several film scores written by Clint East-
wood, including “Million Dollar Baby.” He has also con-
tributed to dozens of albums, including 17 of his own, and
another four as leader of Cow Bop, a swing band formed

See MUSIC page 30A

ESTEBAN
RESTAURANT

Sip.Savor.Share.

X

SCHEID

VINEYARDS

SCHEIDVINEYARDS.COM

#'1apas!

A Happy Hour L Beyond Compare.

TRY OUR NEW
"Tapas Happy Hour &

Mid-Week Specials
4:30 - 6:00pm daily

Adjacent to the Casa Munras Garden Hotel & Spa | 700 Munras Avenue, Monterey

Reservations Recommended | 831-375-0176 | estebanrestaurant.com
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Unexpected finds, a new spot for lunch, and a batch of good treats

WELL, THE Monterey Peninsula’s
winter weather was at it again, like the
Grinch ransacking Whoville to steal every-
one’s holiday joy. But we hope that, like
those plucky Whos, you were still able to
be “heart to heart and hand to hand” with
family and friends to salvage some Christ-
mas cheer. By the time you read this, may
you be safe, warm and dry once more.

This week, we’ve got news of an
upcoming event focused on the fungus
among us, a look at Rosine’s new second
location in Sand City, and the tale of a
baker who’s been taking orders since she
was a youngster. Let’s get to it.

B Foragers Fest

Tickets for the Big Sur Foragers Fes-
tival Jan. 22-25 have been on sale since
early November, but as local lovers of
mushrooms and other goodies from the
wild turn the calendar’s pages to January,
you can bet they’ll be snapped up pretty
quickly.

Last year’s festival “was jam-packed,
sold out,” said Kathie Lester, executive
director of the nonprofit Big Sur Health
Center, which benefits from the annual
event. Last year, Lester took over for physi-
cian assistant Sharen Carey, who has been

Soup to Nuts

with the center since 1987 and remains
on staff as executive director emerita and
grant administrator.

“I had just gotten here,” said Lester of
the 2025 fundraiser, adding, “I knew noth-
ing of foraging. It was fascinating.” As she
worked her way through her first year at
the remote center and settled into her Car-
mel home, Lester — who moved here from
Southern California — said she became
impressed with the kindness of people
she met and the high level of community

TAQUERIA DEL MAR

FRESH MEXICAN
SEAFOOD & GRILL
IN NEW MONTEREY!

Fish & Shrimp Tacos - Soft tortilla,
crisp cabbage, creamy dill sauce.
Made to order, always fresh.
Relax & enjoy!

N

. 1 N |

The Big Sur Foragers Festival welcomes connoisseurs of chanterelles, morel mavens, and people who just like mushrooms on a pizza. From Jan. 22-25, join
local restaurateurs, foragers and winery reps to revel in all things wild and edible while raising money for the Big Sur Health Center.

engagement in local government and non-

profit operations, not to mention her new

workplace and its surroundings. She noted
that the center handles approximately

3,000 appointments annually as it works to

fulfill its mission “to provide quality com-

prehensive medical care to all in Big Sur
regardless of ability to pay.”

This year’s rendition of the festival,
which launched in 2013,
will include four Wild For-
aging Walk and Talk mush-
room hikes — two of 30
people each on Saturday
and Sunday, Jan. 24 and

25. Organizers said that the hikers “will
meet at 9:30 a.m. at The Big Sur Lodge
in Pfeiffer Big Sur State Park (subject to
change pending road and weather condi-
tions) for a talk and display of wild mush-
rooms, then set off on guided hikes.” Cost
is $75 per person.

The foraging forays will be led by
mushroom experts Mark Gillespie,
Anthony Gerbino, Todd Spanier and Phil
Carpenter, and, says the festival’s website,
“Lisa Haas, assisted by Maryia Crabbe,

SINCE
1986

530 LIGHTHOUSE AVE, MONTEREY, CA 93940 | 831-372-7887
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OPEN MIC NIGHT

6-9PM ON THE 15" & 3R° TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH

G

Hosted by Angie Hughes and Maddeline Edstrom on piano.

Shearwater Tavern menu
& full bar is available.

3665 RIO ROAD, CARMEL - SHEARWATERTAVERN.

will provide an incredible display of local
wild mushrooms and discuss identifica-
tion, medicinal and culinary use, and many
other interesting facts.”

The popular Fungus Face-Off com-
petition, priced at $125 per person, takes
place Saturday, Jan. 24, from noon to 3
p.m. at Big Sur Lodge, with mushroom-in-
spired dishes from local chefs paired with
wines and beers from Monterey County
producers.

Businesses slated to take part include
Fernwood, Big Sur Lodge, The Pocket,
Julia’s Vegetarian, Terry’s Restaurant +
Lounge in the Cypress Inn, Post Ranch,
Wrath, Morgan, El Vaquero, Flywheel,
Scheid, Joyce Wine Company, Bitter Gin-
ger and Martha’s Hopyard.

Additional events with local restaurants
will be announced on the festival website.
To purchase tickets or learn more, visit big-
surforagersfestival.org.

B Cafté by Rosine’s

You’d be hard pressed to find a great
sandwich for less than $10 anywhere in

California, but Rosine’s — the Monterey
institution known for its impressive cakes
and pies — is a fresh contender in the $11
to $15 range at its new outpost in Sand
City. Caffé by Rosine’s is an unexpected
place to linger in the Target shopping cen-
ter (aka Edgewater Shopping Center) just
off the Fremont Street/Del Monte Boule-
vard exit from Highway 1.

Breakfast is available from 6:30 a.m.
on weekdays (7:30 on weekends) to noon
daily, with deceptively basic options like
a pair of egg rollups that don’t look like
much at first. But they’re fluffy and baked
with mild green chilis, cheese and a spicy
crema, then rolled and crisped in a tortilla,
and quite satisfying, even without the addi-
tion of meat. The bacon, egg, Swiss and
cheddar sandwich on brioche, meanwhile,
came out fast and flavorful enough to sat-
isfy a former New Yorker. “Solid,” said the
Northeastern ex-pat, but a little pricey at
$11.

For lunch, on the other hand, a $15
sandwich hits the spot. Big enough for

See FOOD next page

PHOTO/LILY PATTERSON

The Turkey Cranberry Crunch is our pick from Caffé by Rosine'’s, the Alvarado Street standby’s new
sister restaurant in Sand City, open early 'til 7p.m. for sandwiches, coffee and tea, take-and-bake

items, and sweet freats.

EBENIHANA

STEAK -SERFOOD - SUSHI
DAILY 12 NOON TO 10PM

EXPERIENCE THE ORIGINAL

Watch as your personal chef slices tender

steak and juicy chicken. Take in the aroma
of sizzling shrimp, lobster and savory
vegetables. Or try our fresh nigiri, sashimi
and specialty rolls, all prepared with the
same flair that made Benihana a legend
in Japanese cuisine.

136 Olivier St., Monterey
Near Old Fisherman's Wharf
(831) 644-9007 WWW.BENIHANA.COM
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two, options run from hearty meatball subs
or Italian cold cuts on a roll, to the virtu-
ous Garden Delight on whole grain with
avocado, lettuce, tomato, Jack and ched-
dar. We recommend the Turkey Cranberry
Crunch, a shredded roast turkey and Swiss
situation with iceberg lettuce, mayo and
cranberry sauce on a Dutch crunch roll.
All of the above, plus flatbreads and
paninis, are available from 11a.m.to 7 p.m.
With window-facing counter seats ideal
for an introspective lunch break, Caffe by ©
Rosine’s also offers a full espresso and tea
menu, Italian sodas, seasonal drinks, and
a grab-and-go fridge stocked with sal-
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ads, soups and the restaurant’s signature
lasagna.

Now, about those cakes. One bite of the
masterfully spiced carrot cake with wal-
nuts and raisins and a thick swipe of cream cheese frosting
or the classic yellow cake glazed in fudge makes the case
for sampling more curious items, like cookie butter, lemon
blueberry, or mango key lime. At $10 per mountainous
individual slice, you might want to eat dessert first.

M Not just pretend

Last month, pastry chef Natalia Kaufman was seated
behind a table at a holiday craft bazaar where guests lined
up to choose among six different flavors of her artisanal
house-made cookies, including brown-butter chocolate
chip. She quickly sold out.

Growing up in Pacific Grove, Kaufman, pretending she
owned a bakery café, would take her parents’ and sister’s
dessert orders after dinner, then disappear into the kitchen
to bake and serve their chosen desserts.

After graduating from Pacific Grove High School,
Kaufman was determined to go to culinary school, but her
parents wanted her to attend a traditional four-year col-
lege. So, she went off to Cal State San Marcos in North
San Diego County, where she earned a bachelor’s degree
in psychology, followed by the pursuit of a master’s degree
in education from Adler Graduate School of Education in
Redwood City. She is one term shy of commencement.

Yet in and through it all, she never stopped baking —
nearly every night.

Kaufman was already baking chocolate chip cookies
for friends and family when she learned about a plethora
of pop-up bakeries in San Diego. She got an idea.

“Determined to build this into a business, | started bak-
ing cookies with intention, tweaking my recipes and then
posting pictures on Instagram,” she said. “I told friends and
family about my cookies and shared them with coworkers.

\

THE MONTEREY PENINSULA HAS SOME OF
the world’s best restaurants!

And Pine Cone readers are the people'who appreciate them!
Keep them up-to-date about your newest menu
additions, finest wines, and special events.

Contact Meena: (831) 274-8655 | meena@carmelpinecone.com

CALENDAR

Sundays - Live music 5 to 7 p.m. at Woody's at
Del Mesa. Musical guests Brice and Nina deliveran
eclectic mix of jazz, rock and reggae, 500 Del Mesa
Carmel. (831) 624-1854

Jan. 8, 2026 - Monterey Bay Property
Management invites you to join us as we
celebrate 40 years of serving the Monterey
Peninsula. The event will recognize non-profit
partners. A public press conference and ribbon
cutting are set for 4 to 6 p.m. at 816 Wave St.,
Monterey. Enjoy wine, champagne and charcuterie
as we unveil the 40th anniversary sweepstakes. RSVP
by Jan. 2, 2026 to info@thebuzzpr.net

Thursdays - Live jazz with The David Morwood
Jazz Band, 6 to 9 p.m., at Terry's Restaurant +
Lounge, inside Cypress Inn, Lincoln and Seventh,
Carmel-by-the-Sea. For more information, please
contact Cypress Inn, (831) 624-3871.

To advertise, email anne@carmelpinecone.com
$0.50 per word ($35 min. charge)
e Add a photo for your event for only $25 ¢

Christmas may be over, but delicious treats know no season. Enfrepreneur and pastry chef Natalia Kaufman turns out cookies and more for her business,
which she named Sunday’s Batch. We've heard the brown-butter chocolate chip cookies are worth seeking out.

People began to place orders.”

By 2025, she had established her company, Sunday’s
Batch, inspired by cozy Sundays and the tradition of mak-
ing and baking enough food for the week. She loves to
experiment with new recipes inspired by other foods or
desserts, like baklava or strawberry jam swirl cookies —
all of which she rotates at various farmers markets and
events throughout the community.

Kaufman also works for the Monterey location of Ad
Astra Bread Co. — which she considers her dream job
— turning out goodies like its popular seeded sourdough
bread and oatmeal cookies.

For more information, find Kaufman @sundaysbatchco
on Instagram.

Welcoming
New Customers

we
D IIRIE

(@rmmells

* No Long Waiting Time
* Prescriptions Filled in 15 minutes*

* Accepting Most Medicare Part D Plans
* Same Day Delivery ¢ Accepts Tricare
* Pet Prescriptions
Over 100 Years of Service
Still Locally Owned & Operated

CARMEL DRUG STORE
Ocean Ave. & San Carlos, Carmel
831.624.3819
www.CarmelDrugStoreRX.com

Pharmacy Hours: 9am-6pm Mon-Fri
Store Hours: 8am-10pm ¢ 7 Days a Week

(©CHAMBER MUSIC MONTEREY BAY
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IMPASSIONED PERFORMANCES

LYSANDER
PIANO TRIO

T

-~ WORKS BY:
» Udi Perlman
_+ Mieczystaw Weinberg
~ « Antonin Dvorak

| SUNSET CENTER | 7:30 PM

CHAMBERMUSICMONTEREYBAY.ORG | (831) 625-2212
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by him and his wife, singer Pamela Forman.

“Bruce will backed by the trio — including guitarist
Adam Astrup — weaving a brilliant tapestry of sound
that moves effortlessly between lyrical melodies and cut-
ting-edge modern improvisation,” according to the trio.
“Enjoy the rhythmic precision and inventive solos of Pete
Lips on bass and the relentless drive of Rick Ciardella
on drums.”

The restaurant is located at 110 Central Ave., and its
website is ilvecchiorestaurant.com.

Live music Jan. 2-8
M Big Sur

Big Sur River Inn — singer and guitarist Rick Chelew
(folk, Saturday, 12:30 p.m.). 46800 Highway 1.

Singer and multi-instrumentalist Aki Kumar — who left Mumbai for
San Jose to be a software engineer — plays the blues Saturday, 3
p.m., af Deja Blue in Seaside.

Jom Pomt Sur
Volunteers!

Preserve history, guide tous, and make a difference.
Class of 2026 is forming now!
In-person training begins in February.

Email pointsurlisa@gmail.com

Bl Carmel

Barmel — singer and guitarist Ryan Sesma (Sunday
at 6 p.m.), singer and guitarist Tony Burciaga (Thursday
at 6 p.m.). Carmel Square on San Carlos north of Seventh.

Carmel Mission Inn — Open Mic Night (Wednesday
at 6 p.m.). In the Shearwater Tavern, 3665 Rio Road.

De Tierra Vineyards — singer and guitarist Alex Lu-
cero (Sunday at 3 p.m.). Mission and Fifth.

Hyatt Carmel Highlands — singer and pianist T.J.
Kuenster (jazz, Friday at 4:45 p.m.), singer Dino Vera
(jazz, r&b and dance music, Saturday and Thursday at 6
p.m.). 120 Highlands Drive.

Cypress Inn — singer Dino Vera (jazz, r&b and dance
music, Friday at 6:30 p.m.), pianist Gennady Loktionov
and singer Debbie Davis (cabaret, Saturday at 6:30 p.m.),
The Andrea Carter Trio (jazz and pop, Sunday at 11
a.m.), The David Morwood Jazz Band (Thursday at 6
p.m.). Lincoln and Seventh.

Links Club — Bubba Pickens (bluegrass, Friday at 6
p.m.), singer and guitarist Katherine Lavin (rock, Satur-
day at 6 p.m.). Carmel Plaza, Mission and Ocean.

Mission Ranch — singer and pianist Maddaline Ed-
strom (jazz, Friday through Sunday at 5 p.m.), pianist
Gennady Loktionov (jazz, Monday through Thursday at
5 p.m.). 26270 Dolores St.

B Carmel Valley

Bernardus Lodge — Andrea’s Fault (jazz and pop,
Saturday at noon), singer and pianist T.J. Kuenster (jazz,
Saturday at 6 p.m.), guitarist John Sherry (rock and blues,
Sunday at noon). 415 W. Carmel Valley Road.

Folktale Winery — singer and guitarist Tim Brady
(Friday at 4 p.m.), singer and guitarist Kito Rayburn (Sat-
urday at 4 p.m.), The Paul Contos Trio (jazz, Sunday at
4 p.m.), singer and guitarist Peter Barnes Martin (jazz,
Monday at 4 p.m.), singer and guitarist RJ DeMarco
(Thursday at 4 p.m.). 8940 Carmel Valley Road.

Trailside Cafe — singer and guitarist Brad Wilson
(acoustic rock and blues, Saturday at 6 p.m.). 3 Del Fino
Place.

B Monterey

Albatross Ridge Winery — singer and guitarist Peter
Barnes Martin (jazz, Saturday at 6 p.m.). 316 Alvarado
St.

Bon Ton LeRoy’s Smokehouse — Open Mic (Thurs-
day at 7 p.m.). 794 Lighthouse Ave.

Bulldog Sports Pub — Tribe in the Sky presents a
weekly jam (Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.). 611 Lighthouse Ave.

InterContinental Hotel — guitarist John Sherry
(rock and blues, Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m.), guitarist
Terrence Farrell (Spanish, classical and jazz, Sunday at 9

TWO GIRLS

FROM CARMEL

« Experienced
o Professional
Offering a
TWO GIRLS FROM CARMEL  Personaland
T friendly touch
v for 30 years
BONDED HOUSECLEANING
SPECIALISTS
So Many Dust Bunnies, 83 1 -626-4426
\ So Little Time TwoGirlsFromCarmel.com D

Happy New Year!

Want a New Year’s resolution you
can literally live with?

Become a Golden
Oldies Foster!

It's a win-win! Do something |
meaningful and enjoy a furry| =
feline friend without the :
expense. You provide the
loving home, we provide the
cat and everything else.

Learn more at www.gocatrescue.org and fill out a foster
form while you are there!

Would you like to sponsor our next ad? Please call us at
831-200-9232 or email info@gocatrescue.org

Fa=

% 1]

Goliders Olidize [w]X
Cat Rescue
Older Cats
New Beginnings
831.200.9232
PO Box 683 Monterey, CA 93942
www.gocatrescue.org

NewYear, New Izzy!

80, Approx.
‘"’ 5 years old

.0 Female

; oo Chihuahua mix

. Y 91lbs

Start your new year with a new best friend! She is a kind
companion who blossoms with love and patience. She'll warm
your heart with cozy cuddles, chest scratches, and her silly joy for
mealtime. A calm, adult-only home is her ideal match. If you're
looking for a loyal friend who'll stick by your side, she’s your girl!

Want to meet Izzy? . )
Please fill out our online adoption questionnaire.
Ad Sponsored by
Judy LeRoy in

Memory of Lasso ,J- »)Peace Of‘ Mlnd

(If you'd like to sponsor our next D o G RE S C UE
ad, please give us a call)
831-718-9122
www.POMDR.org
P.O. Box 51554, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

Singer and guitarist Peter Barnes Martin Plays jazz Saturday in
Monterey and Monday in Carmel Valley.

a.m.), guitarist Glenn Bell (jazz, Thursday at 6 p.m.). 750
Cannery Row.

Midici Pizza — singer and bassist Dennis Murphy
and guitarist Paul Magpusao (jazz, Sunday at 5 p.m.).
467 Alvarado St.

Monterey Plaza Hotel — singer and pianist Scott
Brown (jazz and pop, Saturday at 6 p.m.). 400 Cannery
Row.

Pearl Hour — The Zach Westfall Quartet (jazz,
Sunday at 8 p.m.), The Ben Herod Trio (jazz, Wednesday
at 8 p.m.). 214 Lighthouse Ave.

Puma Road Winery at Portola Hotel — singer and
guitarist Dan Frechette (Saturday at 5 p.m.), Peter Mar-
tin Duo (jazz, Sunday at 5 p.m.). 281 Alvarado St.

Sardine Factory — singer and guitarist David Conley
(Tuesday through Thursday at 6:30 p.m., and Friday and
Saturday at 8 p.m.). 701 Wave St.

Sly McFly’s — The Hackjammers (rock, Friday at
9 p.m.), The Money Band (pop and rock, Saturday at 9
p.m.), Sean & the Skinwalkers (rock, blues and country,
Tuesday at 8:30 p.m.). 700 Cannery Row.

M Pacific Grove

Il Vecchio Restaurant — singer and guitarist Dan
Frechette (Tuesday at 6 p.m.), The Cena Jazz Trio
(Thursday at 6 p.m.). 110 Central Ave.

Julia’s Vegetarian Restaurant — singer and guitarist

See TUNES next page
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FINE ESTATE JEWELRY
BOUGHT AND SOLD

Serving Carmel Since 1982

831-624-5991

Mission St. Between Ocean and 7t

www.viauestatejewelry.com

New Image by Hilary

Permanent Make-Up Artist

Before After
1 you don’t look good, [ don’t look good

Look 10 years younger in just a couple of hours using
the application of Permanent Make Up.

(831) 484-5400 | NEWIMAGEBYHILARY.COM
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Rags Rosenberg (Friday at 7 p.m.), singer and guitarist
Kevin Smith (Saturday at 6 p.m.), Andrea’s Fault Duo
(jazz and pop, Monday at 6 p.m.), singer and guitarist
Holysea (Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.), singer and guitarist Rick
Chelew (Thursday at 6 p.m.). 1180 Forest Ave.

PG’s Meetinghouse — Open Mic (Tuesday at 6 p.m.,
sign up by 5 p.m.). 599 Lighthouse Ave.

Wild Fish — The Lighthouse Jazz Quartet (Friday
and Saturday at 6:30 p.m.). 545 Lighthouse Ave.

B Pebble Beach

The Inn at Spanish Bay — The Andy Weis Trio
(jazz, Friday, Saturday and Thursday at 7 p.m.). 2700 17
Mile Drive.

B Seaside

Deja Blue — singer and multi-instrumentalist Aki Ku-
mar (blues, Saturday at 3 p.m.). 500 Broadway.

To update these listings, email chris@carmelpine-
cone.com.

Celebrating the music of the Beatles and others, PacRep's British
Invasion fribute concert plays at the Founders Theatre (top) through
Jan. 11. Sean & the Skinwalkers (above) rock Sly McFly's in Mon-
terey Tuesday.

Law Office of
Sara Senger

30 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
IN MEDI-CAL ESTATE PLANNING

Elder Law
Wills and Trusts

Special Needs

I will make home and hospital visits

2511 Garden Rd., Suite A230 Monterey
(831) 646-5424 | sgsenger@att.net

St. Jobn's Chapel Del (I)om:e

e Established 1891

1490 Mark Thomas Drive, Monterey, CA 93940
831-375-4463 e stjohnschapel.com
The Rev. Dr. Richard Miles 1928 Book of Common Prayer
HOLY COMMUNION AT 10 A.M. SUNDAYS

Church of the Wayfarer
United Methodist
Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

Sunday Worship
10 am.

ALL are WELCOME

meo|n S’rree’r and 7th Avenue ¢ Carmel-by-the-Sea
churchofthewayfarer.com ¢ 831.624-3550

TO THOSE
LEANING ON
THE SUSTAINING
INFINITE,
TODAY IS BIG
WITH BLESSINGS

FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST

SUNDAY 10 AM
WEDNESDAY 7 PM
LINCOLN BET 5TH & 6TH

CHRISTIANSCIENCECARMEL.ORG

Preaching this Sunday

Rev. Dr. Mike Harbert
“God’s Revelation”

Special Music 9:45 am
Worship Service 10:00 am

Complimentary Pebble Beach Gate Entrance

3152 Forest Lake Road, Pebble Beach
churchintheforest.org

All Saints’ Episcopal Church

SUNDAYS 10 A.M.
SW Corner of Dolores & 9th
Carmel-by-the-Sea

Centering Prayer - Thursdays at 5:30 p.m
(In-Person and Online)

831.624.3883 info@allsaintscarmel.org

— 9:30am

TRADITIONAL

—— 77:00am

CONTEMPORARY

Corner of Ocean & Junipero
and carmelpres.org

COME FoLLow ME

One way to grow
closer to Christ is to
attend church. There
are so many reasons
to join our Christian
community.

Come join us and see.

Chapels and Services
1 Skyline Forest Drive, Monterey
10 am
12:30 pm (single adults)
1024 Noche Buena St., Seasi dg
10:30 am \
1 pm (Tongan)

L CHURCH OF
QUESTIONS’?

www.comeuntochrist.org MONTEREY STAKE

Get your business noticed in The Carmel Pine Cone Service DIRECTORY

D CABINETRY » CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL ) ELECTRICIAN

D INTERIOR DESIGN » ROOFING D FENCES & DECKS

» HOUSE CLEANING » TREE SERVICE » GROCERY DELIVERY

D GARDEN * LANDSCAPE D CAREGIVER/HOME CARE » FIREWOOD

D PAINTING » MASONRY D CARPET & FLOOR CLEANING

Offer your services to the affluent readers of The Pine Cone!

Email your ad to: service@carmelpinecone.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF MONTEREY

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 25CV006210

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Pe-
titioner, JASMINE NGWANYU PRINGLE,
filed a petition with this court for a decree
changing names as follows:
A. Present name:
JASMINE NGWANYU PRINGLE
Proposed name:
JASMINE WANYU NG

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before
this court at the hearing indicated below
to show cause, if any, why the petition for
change of name should not be granted. Any
person objecting to the name changes de-
scribed above must file a written objection
that includes the reasons for the objection
at least two court days before the matter is
scheduled to be heard and must appear at
the hearing o show cause why the petition
should not be granted. If no written objec-
tion is timely filed, the court may grant the
petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING:

DATE: Feb. 3, 2026

TIME: 11:00 a.m.

DEPT: 13A

The address of the court is 1200 Agua-
jito Road, Monterey, CA 93940.

(s) Hon. Thomas W. Wills

Judge of the Superior Court

Date filed: Dec. 3, 2025
Publication Dates: Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2025;
Jan 2, 2026. (PC 1205)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252152
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
Coastal Post Acute, 348 Iris Drive, Sa-
linas, CA 93906 County of MONTEREY
Registrant(s):
Windsor Skyline Care Center, LLC, 9526 W.
Pico Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90035
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
Windsor Skyline Care Center, LLC
S/ AVROHOIM TRESS, MANAGER,
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on 11,/26,/2025.
12/12, 12/19, 12/26/25,1/2/26
CNS-3982298#
CARMEL PINE CONE
Publication Dates: Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2025;
Jan. 2, 2026. (PC 1206)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252154
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: TEAM BOSS EXPRESS, 5 Mim-
brera Cir., Salinas, CA 93905.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
MARIA GUADALUPE DIAZ LOPEZ, 5 Mim-
brera Cir., Salinas, CA 93905..
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Nov. 20, 2025.
S/Maria Guadalupe Diaz Lopez
Date signed: Nov. 26, 2025

Publication Dates: Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2025;
Jan. 2, 2026 (PC 1207)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252167
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: CALI MEATS ESTILO JALISCO, 2
Paloma Ave., Salinas, CA 93905.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
RAUL SANDOVAL CHAVEZ, 2 Paloma
Ave., Salinas, CA 93905..
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
S/Raul Sandoval
Date signed: Dec. 2, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 2, 2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2025;
Jan. 2, 2026 (PC 1208)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20252168
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing
business as: WAG & WASH BY ANNIE,
7620 Carmel Valley Road, Carmel, CA
93923.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
ANNIE ELIZABETH HUDDLESON, 7620
Carmel Valley Road, Carmel, CA 93923.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Aug. 16, 2025.
S/Annie Huddleson
Date signed: Dec. 2, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 2, 2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2025;
Jan. 2, 2026 (PC 1209)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252192
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: MINA'S CLEANING SERVICES,
516 Roosevelt St. #A, Salinas, CA
93905.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
GUILLERMINA SANCHEZ MORA.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on 2017.
S/GUILLERMINA SANCHEZ MORA
Date signed: Dec. 8, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 8, 2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2025;
Jan. 2, 2026 (PC 1210)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252140

Filing type: RENEWAL FILING - filed with-
in 40 days of the expiration date and no
CHANGES(S) from the previous filing

The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:

County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY

Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.:

BRIAN PAUL RECTOR

BRIAN P. RECTOR, CHIROPRACTIC, INC.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA

This business is conducted by a corporation.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Dec. 18, 2015.

S/Brian P. Rector, CEO

Date: Oct. 6, 2025

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 8, 2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2025;
Jan. 2, 2026 (PC 1212)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252198
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: CHRISTY ON THE VINE, 140 W.
Franklin St., Ste 203 #117, Monterey, CA
93940.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
CHRISTINA NAKADA, 140 W. Franklin St.,
Ste 203 #117, Monterey, CA 93940.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Dec. 6, 2025.
S/ Christina Nakada
Date signed: Dec. 9, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 9, 2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2025;
Jan. 2, 2026 (PC 1213)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252155
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
TMART 21, 50940 Mesa Verde Rd., King
City, CA 93930.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.:
AIT VENTURE, INC., 904 Carolyn, Te-
hachapi, CA 93561.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a corporation.
Registrant commenced tfo transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on June 1, 2016.
S/ Sherri Blanco, Secretary
Date: Nov. 26, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 26,
2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 19, 26, 2025; Jan.
2,9, 2026 (PC 1214)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252156

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
TMART 22, 2338 Del Monte Ave., Mon-
terey, CA 93940.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.:
AIT VENTURE, INC., 904 Carolyn, Te-

hachapi, CA 93561.

State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA

This business is conducted by a corporation.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on June 1, 2016.

S/Sherri Blanco, Secretary

Date: Nov. 26, 2025

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 26,
2025.

Publication Dates: Dec. 19, 26, 2025; Jan.
2,9, 2026 (PC 1215)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20252186
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
KOAM REALTY, 352 Greenwich Way,
Salinas, CA 93907.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
DANIEL KIHONG KWON, 352 Green-
wich Way, Salinas, CA 93907.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Dec. 5, 2025.
S/Daniel Kwon

Date signed: Dec. 5 2025

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 5, 2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 19, 26, 2025; Jan. 2,
9,2026 (PC 1216)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252203
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
SECURE SEAL MOBILE NOTARY, 555
Iverson St. #B, Salinas, CA 93901.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
JACQUELINE F. LYNCH, 555 lIverson St.
#B, Salinas, CA 93901.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Dec. 9, 2025.
S/Jacqueline Lynch
Date signed: Dec. 9 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 9, 2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 19, 26, 2025; Jan. 2,
9,2026 (PC 1218)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252195
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
KAAN ROYAL MATCHA & CAFE, 1760
Fremont Blvd., Seaside, CA 93955.
County of Principal Place of Business: MON-
TEREY
Registered Owner(s):
ANGELICA ANAIZ RUIZ, 3135 Seacrest
Ave., Apt. D103, Marina, CA 93933.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Dec. 8, 2025.
S/Angelica A. Ruiz Leon
Date signed: Dec. 8 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 8, 2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 19, 26, 2025; Jan. 2,
9, 2026 (PC 1223)

LEGALS DEADLINE
TUESDAY 3:00 PM

legals@carmelpinecone.com

Be prepared for emergencies — www.alertmontereycounty.org

Place of Sale:

T.S. No.: 2025-00978-CA-REV

NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT ATTACHED

EAXea - MEERE

EArE: 2 HE EM0| EE @ MIt JAELICH
NOTA: SE ADJUNTA UN RESUMEN DE LA INFORMACION DE ESTE DOCUMENTO
TALA: MAYROONG BUOD NG IMPORMASYON SA DOKUMENTONG ITO NA NAKALAKIP
LUU Y: KEM THEO DAY LA BAN TRINH BAY TOM LUGC VE THONG TIN TRONG TAI LIEU NAY

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED 11,/02/2007. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO
PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER

Trustor: SALLY M. MAGEE, AN UNMARRIED WOMAN, AS TO AN UNDIVIDED 11% INTEREST; AND
SALLY M. MAGEE, SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE UNDER TRUST AGREEMENT DATED MAY, 14 1992 EXECUTED
BY ELIZABETH BRADSHAW MAGEE AS TO AN UNDIVIDED 89% INTEREST

Duly Appointed Trustee: Western Progressive, LLC
Deed of Trust Recorded 11/15/2007 as Instrument No. 2007086476 in and of Official Records in the office of
the Recorder of Monterey County, California,
Date of Sale: 01/27 /2026 at 10:00 AM
AT THE MAIN ENTRANCE TO THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING,
168 W. ALISAL STREET, SALINAS, CA 93901

Estimated amount of unpaid balance, reasonably estimated costs and other charges: $5,628,442.82

A.P.N.:010-311-013-000 Property
Property Address: 7620 CARMEL VALLEY ROAD, CARMEL, CA 93923

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE § 2923.3(a) and (d), THE SUMMARY OF INFORMATION

REFERRED TO BELOW IS NOT ATTACHED TO THE RECORDED COPY OF THIS
DOCUMENT BUT ONLY TO THE COPIES PROVIDED TO THE TRUSTOR.

MONTEREY CHIROPRACTIC GROUP,

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 26,
2025.

2511 Garden Rd., C-100, Monterey, CA

93940, HTTPS:/ / CARMELPINECONE.COM

Trustee Sale No. 183223 Title No. 250592416 NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UN-
DER A DEED OF TRUST, DATED 07,/25/2006. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY,
IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEED-
ING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. On 01/13/2026 at 10:00 AM, PRIME RECON
LLC, as duly appointed Trustee under and pursuant to Deed of Trust recorded 08,/04,/2006, as Instrument
No. 2006068986, in book xx, page xx, of Official Records in the office of the County Recorder of MONTE-
REY County, State of California, executed by CESAR AMILCAR ARGUETA, A MARRIED MAN AS HIS SOLE
AND SEPARATE PROPERTY, WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH, CASHIER’S
CHECK/CASH EQUIVALENT or other form of payment authorized by 2924h(b), (payable at time of sale in
lawful money of the United States), MAIN ENTRANCE, MONTEREY COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILD-
ING, 168 W. ALISAL STREET, SALINAS CA 93901. All right, title and interest conveyed to and now held by
it under said Deed of Trust in the property situated in said County and State, described as: FULLY DESCRIBED
IN THE ABOVE DEED OF TRUST. APN 012-265-004-000 The street address and other common designation,
if any, of the real property described above is purported to be: 1238 HAMILTON AVENUE, SEASIDE, CA
93955. The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of the street address and other
common designation, if any, shown herein. Said sale will be made, but without covenant or warranty, expressed
or implied, regarding fitle, possession, or encumbrances, to pay the remaining principal sum of the note(s) se-
cured by said Deed of Trust, with interest thereon, as provided in said note(s), advances, if any, under the terms
of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges and expenses of the Trustee and of the trusts created by said Deed of Trust.
The total amount of the unpaid balance of the obligation secured by the property to be sold and reasonable es-
timated costs, expenses and advances at the time of the initial publication of the Notice of Sale is: $449,333.58
If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any reason, the successful bidder’s sole and exclusive remedy shall
be the return of monies paid to the Trustee, and the successful bidder shall have no further recourse. The ben-
eficiary under said Deed of Trust heretofore executed and delivered to the undersigned a written Declaration
of Default and Demand for Sale, and written Notice of Default and Election to Sell. The undersigned caused a
Notice of Default and Election to Sell to be recorded in the county where the real property is located. Dated:
12/03/2025 Prime Recon LLC By: Bailey Goebig, Authorized Signer Prime Recon LLC 27368 Via Industrig,
Ste 201 Temecula, CA 92590 (888) 725-4142 Prime Recon LLC may be attempting to collect a debt. Any
information obtained may be used for that purpose. FOR TRUSTEE'S SALE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL:
(844) 901-0998 OR VIEW OUR WEBSITE: https://salesinformation.prime-recon.com NOTICE TO POTEN-
TIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding on this property lien, you should understand that there are risks
involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on the property itself. Placing the
highest bid at a trustee auction does not automatically entitle you to free and clear ownership of the property.
You should also be aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you are the highest bidder at
the auction, you are or may be responsible for paying off all liens senior to the lien being auctioned off, before
you can receive clear title to the property. You are encouraged to investigate the existence, priority, and size of
outstanding liens that may exist on this property by contacting the county recorder’s office or a title insurance
company, either of which may charge you a fee for this information. If you consult either of these resources,
you should be aware that the same lender may hold more than one mortgage or deed of trust on the property.
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this notice of sale may be postponed one or more
times by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the California Civil Code.
The law requires that information about trustee sale postponements be made available to you and to the public,
as a courtesy to those not present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether your sale date has been postponed,
and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and date for the sale of this property, you may call (844) 901-0998 for
information regarding the trustee’s sale or visit this internet website - https://salesinformation.prime-recon.com
- for information regarding the sale of this property, using the file number assigned to this case: TS#183223.
Information about postponements that are very short in duration or that occur close in time to the scheduled
sale may not immediately be reflected in the telephone information or on the internet website. The best way to
verify postponement information is to attend the scheduled sale. NOTICE TO TENANT: You may have a right to
purchase this property after the trustee auction pursuant to Section 2924m of the California Civil Code. If you
are an “eligible tenant buyer,” you can purchase the property if you match the last and highest bid placed at
the trustee auction. If you are an “eligible bidder,” you may be able to purchase the property if you exceed the
last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. There are three steps to exercising this right of purchase. First,
48 hours after the date of the trustee sale, you can call (844) 901-0998 for information regarding the trustee’s
sale, or visit this internet website https://salesinformation.prime-recon.com for information regarding the sale
of this property, using the file number assigned to this case TS#183223 to find the date on which the trustee’s
sale was held, the amount of the last and highest bid, and the address of the trustee. Second, you must send a
written notice of intent to place a bid so that the trustee receives it no more than 15 days after the trustee’s sale.
Third, you must submit a bid so that the trustee receives it no more than 45 days after the trustee’s sale. If you
think you may qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you should consider contacting an at-
torney or appropriate real estate professional immediately for advice regarding this potential right to purchase.
NPP0482048 To: CARMEL PINE CONE 12/19/2025, 12/26/2025, 01/02/2026

Publication dates: Dec. 19, 26, 2025; Jan. 2, 2026 (PC1219)

THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH, CASHIER'S CHECK DRAWN
ON A STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A
CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATION, A SAVINGS ASSOCIATION
OR SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED IN SECTION 5102 OF THE FINANCIAL CODE AND AUTHORIZED TO DO
BUSINESS IN THIS STATE:

All right, title, and inferest conveyed to and now held by the trustee in the hereinafter described property under
and pursuant to a Deed of Trust described as:

More fully described in said Deed of Trust.

Street Address or other common designation of real property: NW CORNER OF SAN ANTONIO AT 8TH AVE,
CARMEL, CA 93921
A.P.N.: 010-311-013-000

The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of the street address or other common
designation, if any, shown above.

The sale will be made, but without covenant or warranty, expressed or implied, regarding title, possession, or
encumbrances, to pay the remaining principal sum of the note(s) secured by the Deed of Trust with interest thereon,
as provided in said note(s), advances, under the terms of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges and expenses of the
Trustee and of the trusts created by said Deed of Trust. The fotal amount of the unpaid balance of the obligation
secured by the property to be sold and reasonable estimated costs, expenses and advances at the time of the
initial publication of the Notice of Sale is: $5,628,442.82.

Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves the right to bid less than the total debt owed, it is possible that at the time
of the sale the opening bid may be less than the total debt.

If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any reason, the successful bidder’s sole and exclusive remedy
shall be the return of monies paid to the Trustee, and the successful bidder shall have no further recourse.

The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has executed and delivered to the undersigned a written request to commence
foreclosure, and the undersigned caused a Notice of Default and Election to Sell to be recorded in the county
where the real property is located.

NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding on this property lien, you should understand
that there are risks involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on the property itself.
Placing the highest bid at a trustee auction does not automatically entitle you to free and clear ownership of the
property. You should also be aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you are the highest
bidder at the auction, you are or may be responsible for paying off all liens senior to the lien being auctioned off,
before you can receive clearfitle to the property. You are encouraged to investigate the existence, priority, and size
of outstanding liens that may exist on this property by contacting the county recorder’s office or a fitle insurance
company, either of which may charge you a fee for this information. If you consult either of these resources, you
should be aware that the same lender may hold more than one mortgage or deed of trust on this property.

NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this notice of sale may be postponed one or more
times by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the California Civil Code.
The law requires that information about trustee sale postponements be made available to you and to the public, as
a courtesy to those not present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether your sale date has been postponed, and,
if applicable, the rescheduled time and date for the sale of this property, you may call (866)-960-8299 or visit
this Internet Web site https://www.altisource.com/loginpage.aspx using the file number assigned to this case
2025-00978-CA-REV. Information about postponements that are very short in duration or that occur close in
time to the scheduled sale may not immediately be reflected in the telephone information or on the Internet Web
site. The best way to verify postponement information is to attend the scheduled sale.

NOTICE TO TENANT: You may have a right to purchase this property after the trustee auction, if conducted after
January 1, 2021, pursuant to Section 2924m of the California Civil Code. If you are an “eligible tenant buyer,”
you can purchase the property if you match the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. If you are an
“eligible bidder,” you may be able to purchase the property if you exceed the last and highest bid placed at the
trustee auction. There are three steps to exercising this right of purchase. First, 48 hours after the date of the trustee
sale, you can call (855)-976-3916, or visit this internet website https:/ /tracker.auction.com/sb1079, using
the file number assigned to this case 2025-00978-CA-REV to find the date on which the trustee’s sale was held,
the amount of the last and highest bid, and the address of the trustee. Second, you must send a written notice of
intent to place a bid so that the trustee receives it no more than 15 days after the trustee’s sale. Third, you must
submit a bid, by remitting the funds and affidavit described in Section 2924m(c) of the Civil Code, so that the
trustee receives it no more than 45 days after the trustee’s sale. If you think you may qualify as an “eligible tenant
buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you should consider contacting an attorney or appropriate real estate professional
immediately for advice regarding this potential right to purchase.

Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee for beneficiary
C/o 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 238

Ventura, CA 93003

Sale Information Line: (866) 960-8299

https:/ /www.altisource.com/loginpage.aspx

Trustee Sale Assistant

Date: December 18, 2025

**This address must be used for the required delivery by certified or overnight mail of postponement requests as
specified pursuant to Civil Code section 2924f(e).

Publication dates: Jan. 2, 9, 16, 2026 (PC102) |




FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252094
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: SALINAS LLAVES CON CHIP, 614
Terrace St., Salinas, CA 93905.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
JUAN JOSE LOPEZ, 610 Terrace St., Sali-
nas, CA 93905
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
S/JuanJ. Lopez
Date signed: Nov. 18, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 18,
2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 26, 2025; Jan. 2, 9,
16, 2026 (PC 1231)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252228
Filing type: NEW FILNG - with
CHANGE(S) from the previous filing.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
1. DAYDREAM CELEBRATIONS & CO.
2. DAYDREAM PASTRY CREATIONS
17 Walker Lane, Greenfield, CA 93927.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.:
DAYDREAM PASTRY CREATIONS LLC, 455
Market St., Ste. 1940 #544245, San Fran-
cisco, CA 94105.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
S/Cinthia Karely Duarte, Managing Mem-
er
Date: Dec. 16, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 16,
2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 26, 2025; Jan. 2, 9,
16, 2026 (PC 1232)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252120
Filing type: Original filing

ner of Ocean Ave. & Mission St., Carm-
el, CA. 93921.

County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY

Name of Individual Registrant:

YESENIA SANCHEZ, P.O. Box 2100, Car-
mel, CA. 93921.

This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Jan. 1, 2018.

S/Yesenia Sanchez

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 21,
2025.

Publication Dates: Dec. 26, 2025; Jan. 2, 9,
16, 2026 (PC 1233)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252258
Filing type: Original filing
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
CARTE MANE SALON, 201 W. Franklin
St., Monterey, CA. 93940.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.:
FRANKLIN STREET COLLABORATIVE INC.,
201 W. Franklin St., Monterey, CA. 93940.
This business is conducted by a corporation.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Dec. 17, 2025.
S/ Stacia Sundahl, President
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 22,
2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 26, 2025; Jan. 2, 9,
16, 2026 (PC 1234)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252257
Filing type: Original filing
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
BRIGHT LIGHTS, JELL'N, STREET ART,
100 Don Bates Way, King City, CA.
93930.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.:
CAL GROW, LLC, 100 Don Bates Way, King
City, CA. 93930.
This business is conducted by a limited i-
ability company. Registrant commenced to

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 19,
2025.

Publication Dates: Dec. 26, 2025; Jan. 2, 9,
16, 2026 (PC 1235)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252256
Filing type: Original filing
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
BRIGHT LIGHTS, JELL'N, STREET ART,
100 Don Bates Way, King City, CA.
93930. County of Principal Place of Busi-
ness: MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.:
KCDBW D1, LLC, 100 Don Bates Way, King
City, CA. 93930.
This business is conducted by a limited li-
ability company. Registrant commenced to
transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name or names listed above on Dec.
1,2025.
S/Leticia |. Rogers, CFO
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 19,
2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 26, 2025; Jan. 2, 9,
16, 2026 (PC 1236)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252251
Filing type: Original filing
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
CDH PROPERTIES, 78 Malarin St., Sali-
nas, CA. 93901.
County of Principal Place of Business:

January 2, 2026

MONTEREY

Ronald LeRoy Hall, Terry Arthur Dixon,

This business is conducted by a general
partnership.

Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictifious business name or names
listed above on N/A.

S/Ronald L. Hall

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 19,
2025.

Publication Dates: Dec. 26, 2025; Jan. 2, 9,
16, 2026 (PC 1237)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252159

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: RH PAINTING, 1493 Lassen
Ave., Salinas, California 93906.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):

The Carmel Pine Cone

PUBLIC NOTICES

33A

Lassen Ave., Salinas, CA 93906.

This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Oct. 9, 2025.

S/Richardo Hernandez-Olvera

Date signed: Dec. 1, 2025

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 1, 2025.
Publication Dates: Jan. 2, 9, 16, 23, 2026

RICARDO HERNANDEZ-OLVERA, 1493 (PC 105)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252249
Filing type: Original filing
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
FIESTA DE PINATAS, 646 San Luis Rey,
Soledad, CA. 93960.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Name of individual registrant: Irma Gar-
cia Ibarra, P.O. Box 1128, Soledad, CA.
93960.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictifious business name or names
listed above on Jan. 1, 2020.
S/Irma Garcia lbarra
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 19,
2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 26, 2025; Jan. 2, 9,
16, 2026 (PC 1238)

— Be prepared for emergencies —
Register your phone number at
www.alertmontereycounty.org

VN REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
NEWSLETTER PUBLISHING SERVICES

Notice is hereby given that sealed proposals will be received by the
District Board, Carmel Area Wastewater District, at the District office,
3945 Rio Road, Carmel, CA. 93923, until

4:00 P.M,, Friday, January 30, 2026

at which time they will be publicly opened and read for performing
the work as follows:

The results of the request for proposal (RFP) will be reported to the

transact business under the fictitious busi-
ness name or names listed above on Dec.
1,2025.

S/Leticia |. Rogers, CFO

The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:

H&J ACCOUNTING & BUSINESS MAN-
AGEMENT, MONTEREY, CA. 2 SW Cor-

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE 1S HEREBY GIVEN that City of Carmel-by-the-Sea will
conduct a Community Meeting on Wednesday, January 14,
2026, at 4:00 PM, or as soon thereafter as possible. Interested
members of the public are invited to attend.

This meeting will be held via teleconference and in person in
the City Council Chambers at City Hall located on Monte Verde
Street between Ocean and Seventh Avenues. To participate via
teleconference, use this link: https: //ci-carmel-ca-us.zoom.us/j/87
9221894722pwd=NLEA5DoSPbvnpKGJé7alYvVFphd4zd.1.

To participate via phone, dial +1 (669) 444-9171.

Webinar ID: 879 2218 9472. Passcode: 001916.

Allinterested people are invited to attend in person or via teleconference
at the time and place specified above to give oral or written testimony
concerning this matter. Written comments may be submitted to the
Community Planning & Building Department at City Hall located on the
east side of Monte Verde Street between Ocean and Seventh Avenues,
Carmel-by-the-Sea, California, 93921, or P.O. Box CC, Carmel-by-
the-Sea, California, 93921, or by emailing mwaffle@ci.carmel.ca.us
prior to the meeting. With respect to written comments, please submit
them at least 24 hours before the meeting.

Relevant documents will be available at least 72 hours in advance of the
meeting on the City’s website at http://www.ci.carmel.ca.us and found
by clicking on “Government” and then “Meetings.” The Community
Meeting will be broadcast live on the City’s website at https://
carmelbytheseaca.portal.civicclerk.com/ and the City’s YouTube
Channel at https://www.youtube.com/c/CityofCarmelbytheSea and
archived there after the meeting. For more information, please contact
the Community Planning & Building Department at (831) 620-2010.

Community Meeting on Obijective Design and Development
Standards (ODDS)

Citywide

This is the first in a series of community meetings on the creation of
objective design and development standards (ODDS) for accesso-
ry dwelling units, multifamily housing, and mixed-use residential. This
initial community meeting is to introduce the topic of ODDS and how
they apply to Carmel, and gather public input on exemplary accessory
dwelling units, multifamily housing, and mixed-use residential projects to
inform Carmel’'s ODDS. The meeting will primarily be in person, with a
Zoom option also available.

District Board within thirty (30) days of the date of the RFP opening at
which time if the RFP are found to be acceptable by the District Board,
written notice of award will be given to the lowest responsive and
responsible Bidder. However, said District Board reserves ifs right to
reject any or all bids, to waive irregularities of any bids or to re-advertise
for all or any part of the work contemplated.

No bidder shall withdraw his bid for a period of thirty (30) calendar days
after the date set by the Board for the opening thereof.

Specifications and proposal forms may be secured at no charge by
emailing the District's General Manager at downstream@cawd.org
and requesting the documents.

Publication dates: Jan. 2 & 16, 2026 (PC107)

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
BID NO. 25-04
The Santa Lucia Preserve

NOTICE 1S HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Directors of the
Santa Lucia Community Services District (“District”) hereby calls for
sealed bid proposals to be received by the Executive Assistant of the
District, at the Gate House, One Rancho San Carlos Road, Carmel,
California 93923 on or before Wednesday, January 14, 2026 at
4:00 pm U.S. Pacific Time Zone, verified at www.time.gov.

All bids will include delivery to above address and all appropriate
sales tax efc. for Monterey Co.

One (1) 2026 Model AWD pickup truck, 2.5L Hybrid engine, Ex-
terior Color: Carbonized Gray, Interior Color: Navy Pier, Bucket
Seats, Spray in Bedliner.

The Board reserves the right to reject any and all bids and any or all
items of such bids and to waive any informality or irregularity in any
bid but if the bids are accepted, the contract for the equipment will
be let to the lowest responsible bidder.

At 4:00 pm January 14, 2026, the Bid Proposals will be taken by the
Executive Assistant of the District and opened and publicly read by
her or her authorized representative. All bids received after this time
will be returned unopened. The bids, together with a report of the
bidders and the respective amounts of the bids, will be presented to
the Board of Directors of the Santa Lucia Community Services District
on Tuesday, January 20, 2026.

Please direct any questions to:

Executive Assistant Aimee Dahle

Santa Lucia Community Service District
One Rancho San Carlos Road

Carmel, CA 93923

831-620-6780
adahle@santaluciapreserve.com

Date of Publication:
December 19th & 26th, 2025 and January 2nd, 2026

By order of the Board of Directors of the
Santa Lucia Community Service District.
State of California

Shaw Pick General Manager

Publication dates:
Dec. 19, 26, 2025; Jan. 2, 2026 (PC1228)

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Thursday, January 15, 2026,
at 11:00 a.m, the Building Code Board of Appeals will hold a Public
Hearing via teleconference and in person at the City Hall Council
Chambers located

SUBJECT OF PUBLIC HEARING:

AP 250597 (Pasavento)

Matthew DeMars, Appellant

Ocean Avenue 2 southwest of Camino Real
Block M; Lots 1 & 3

APN: 010-266-014-000

Consideration of an Appeal, AP 250597 (Pavavento) filed by Mat-
thew DeMars appealing the denial of a request to install a fixed exteri-
or fire sprinkler system on top of a single-family dwelling at the subject
property located at Ocean Avenue 2 southwest of Camino Real. APN

010-266-014-000

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: This meeting will be held via teleconference
and in person (“hybrid”) in the City Council Chambers at City Hall
located on Monte Verde Street between Ocean and Seventh Avenues,
Carmel-by-the-Sea. The public is welcome to attend the meeting in
person or remotely via Zoom, however, the meeting will proceed as
normal even if there are technical difficulties accessing Zoom. The City
will do its best to resolve any technical issues as quickly as possible.
To participate via teleconference, click the following link to attend via
Zoom (or copy and paste the link into your browser):

https://ci-carmel-ca-us.zoom.us /j/836 42318218

Publication dates:
January 2, 2026
(PC101)

City of Carmel-by-the-Sea
Marnie Waffle, Principle Planner

Obituary Notices

Let us help you pay tribute
to your loved one with an

affordable obituary in
The Carmel Pine Cone.

You'll be surprised at how
low our rates are.

Anne Papineau
(831) 274-8654

anne(@carmelpinecone.com

Webinar ID: 836 4231 8218
Passcode: 881133
Dial in: (253) 215-8782

The staff report and relevant documents will be available at least 72
hours in advance of the meeting on the City’s website at http://www.
ci.carmel.ca.us. The meeting will be streamed live on the City’s YouTube
page at https:/ /www.youtube.com /ACityofCarmelbytheSea/streams
and archived there after the meeting. For more information regarding
City Council meetings, please contact the City Clerk's office at (831)
620-2016.

All interested persons are invited to attend in person or via
teleconference at the time and place specified above to give oral or
written testimony concerning this matter. Written comments may be
submitted to the City Clerk at City Hall located on the east side of
Monte Verde Street between Ocean and Seventh Avenues, Carmel-
by-the-Sea, California, 93921 or P.O. Box CC, Carmel-by-the-Seq,
California, 93921 or by email cityclerk@ci.carmel.ca.us prior to the
meeting. With respect to written comments, please submit them at least
2 hours before the meeting in order to ensure they are provided to the
legislative body and made part of the record. Comments received after
that time and up to the end of the public hearing will be saved as part
of the record but may not be provided to the legislative body prior to or
during the public hearing.

If you challenge the nature of the proposed action in court, you may
be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at
the public hearing described in this notice or in written correspondence
delivered to the city council at, or prior to, the public hearing.

Nova Romero, MMC

City Clerk
Dated: December 22, 2025 PUb“JC;nﬂ_ozn, 2%'32
Publish Date: January 2, 2026 (PC103)

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Friday, January 16, 2026, at
11:00 a.m, at 11:00 a.m, the Building Code Board of Appeals will
hold a Public Hearing via teleconference and in person at the City Hall
Council Chambers located

SUBJECT OF PUBLIC HEARING:

AP 250598 (Mad Dogs & Englishmen)

Jennifer Blevins, Appellant

Southwest corner of Mission Street and Ocean Avenue
Block 77; Lots 1 & 2

APN: 010-141-001-000

APPEAL 250598 (Mad Dogs & Englishmen)

Consideration of an Appeal, AP 250598 (Blevins), filed by Jennifer
Blevins appealing the requirement to construct a public restroom inside a
specialty restaurant tenant space and install a Fire Sprinkler system at the

subject property located at the southwest Corner of Mission Street and
Ocean Avenue (Mad Dogs & Englishmen). APN 010-141-001-000.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: This meeting will be held via teleconference
and in person (“hybrid”) in the City Council Chambers at City Hall
located on Monte Verde Street between Ocean and Seventh Avenues,
Carmel-by-the-Sea. The public is welcome to attend the meefing in
person or remotely via Zoom, however, the meeting will proceed as
normal even if there are technical difficulties accessing Zoom. The City
will do its best to resolve any technical issues as quickly as possible.
To participate via teleconference, click the following link to attend via
Zoom (or copy and paste the link into your browser):

https: //ci-carmel-ca-us.zoom.us /j/83230307640
Webinar ID: 832 3030 7640

Passcode: 059550

Dial in: (253) 215-8782

The staff report and relevant documents will be available at least 72
hours in advance of the meeting on the City's website at http://www.
ci.carmel.ca.us. The meeting will be streamed live on the City’s YouTube
page at https://www.youtube.com/ACityofCarmelbytheSea/streams
and archived there after the meeting. For more information regarding
City Council meetings, please contact the City Clerk’s office at (831)
620-2016.

All inferested persons are invited to attend in person or via
teleconference at the time and place specified above to give oral or
written testimony concerning this matter. Written comments may be
submitted to the City Clerk at City Hall located on the east side of
Monte Verde Street between Ocean and Seventh Avenues, Carmel-
by-the-Sea, California, 93921 or P.O. Box CC, Carmel-by-the-Seq,
California, 93921 or by email cityclerk@ci.carmel.ca.us prior to the
meeting. With respect to written comments, please submit them at least
2 hours before the meeting in order to ensure they are provided to the
legislative body and made part of the record. Comments received after
that time and up to the end of the public hearing will be saved as part
of the record but may not be provided to the legislative body prior to or
during the public hearing.

If you challenge the nature of the proposed action in court, you may
be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at
the public hearing described in this notice or in written correspondence
delivered to the legislative body at, or prior to, the public hearing.

Nova Romero, MMC

City Clerk
Dated: December 22, 2025 PUb“f::Oz" %%';Z
Publish Date: January 2, 2026 '(PC104)
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Deadline: Monday, 1 p.m. e NOTICE: SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS ARE ACCEPTED ONLY BY EMAIL ¢ Email service@carmelpinecone.com

D CAREGIVER

LUVIA CRUZ

PERSONAL CAREGIVER

Temporary or long-term, meal prep,
hygiene assistance, errands, appointments

Call: 831-262-0671

Email: Iv_cruz14@yahoo.com

D) CARPET & FLOOR CLEANING

DIRTY
FLOORS?

Professional Cleaning at Affordable Prices
Stone * Tile & Grout * Vinyl
Call Steve today for a free estimate! J

(831) 899-5613

D) CASH FOR GOLD & SILVER

No lic.

) FIREWOOD

Quuality, well split
dry oak, delivered

Dry Oak: Well Seasoned
Split and Delivered

(831) 262-8946 £
(831) 385-5371

MATIAS
DRY OAK WOOD FOR SALE

COI’d. WI" se" sma||er amounts

831-800-6520

MONTEREY

~._ Gold & Coin Exchange

David: (831) 521-3897

153 Country Club Gate Center
Pacific Grove | CA | 93950

) CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL

“Widely recognized as one of the finest and most
highly respected names in residential construction
on the Monterey Peninsula.”

) DOOR INSTALLATION

ZANE'S |
DOOR'

REPLACEMENT SPECIALIST
CALL: 831-760-9160

D) DRIVING SERVICE

NEED A DRIVER?

| can drive for you.

Errands, appts., airports.
References available.

Laurie 831-601-4725

Service Directory ads
are accepted ONLY by email.
Deadline: 1 p.m. Monday
Email: service@carmelpinecone.com

D FENCES AND DECKS

ON-LINE FENCE

All Types & Styles

New & Repairs

Gates, Power Washing, Sealing
Call Jimmy (83] ) 915-3557
Lic. # 830762 on-linefence.com

Floors & More

Install hardwoods, linoleum, tile. Sand and
refinish. Tile/remodel kitchens, & bathrooms.
Install countertops.

John Quinn - 831 402 1638

Lic. #821763 Bonded
D) FURNITURE REFINISHING

FURNITURE REFINISHING - FRenck QuaLity
ON PReMISES WORK

MoDERN TOUGH *Catalyzed * SHERWIN-WILLIAMS COATINGS
*Antiques- Dining Tables - Chairs - Kitchens - Libraries - Teak

Call PAUL (831) 224 -5172  Lic1e779%2

D GARDEN : LANDSCAPE ¢ IRRIGATION
Garden Maintenance & Planting © Tree Pruning
(831) 800-6520 o
LANDSCAPES
{ "e.'l Specializing in Sustainable
www.carmelpointlandscapes.com
LANDSCAPE - MAINTENANCE
New Sod or Seed
Pavers & Stamped Concrete

Fence Construction/Repair ® Hauling

OAK FIREWOOD FOR SALE + REASONABLE PRICES
DESIGN INSTALLATION
Landscapes using Native Plants

Call (831) 574-9837
Contractor License #1068673 FREE CONSULTATION

Residential/Commercial
New Fences & Repair * Retaining Walls * Hauling
General Yard Clean-up, and etc.

Full Tree Service ® Poison Oak Removal
20 Yrs. Experience  Excellent references
CARMEL POINT
. é & MAINTENANCE
and Locally Sourced Materials
ADAN’S
Automatic Sprinklers & Irrigation Systems
Ornamental Trimming & Tree Pruning
~ FREE ESTIMATES ~

Over 20 years exp. - References Proudly Given

Lic. #949011 Tel: (831) 601-9225

D GROCERY DELIVERY
CARMEL

BI?UIVO‘:S‘ MARKET & DELI

GROCERY DELIVERY MONDAY - FRIDAY

Orders taken over the phone

Call by 11am for sume day delivery
Delivering to the Peninsula

831-624-3821

» HANDYMAN

HONEY DO LIST?

Carpentry, Painting, Interior/Exterior, Repairs,
Doors & Windows, Fences, Gates, Posts, Pav-
ers, Retaining Walls, Siding, Shelving, Cabinets,
Carpentry, Roof Debris, Plumbing/Electrical
Repairs, Drywall/Paint Repairs, Gutter/Roof
Cleaning. JOHN QUINN (831) 402-1638 Lic.
#821763 / Bonded

) HANDYMAN

GREG'S HANDYMAN SERVICE

Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing
Drywall Repair, Dry Rot Repair
Install Toilets, Light Fixtures, Heaters
INSURED - LOCAL REFERENCES

831-333-6975

No Lic.

) HOUSE CLEANING

GRACE’S CLEANING SERVICES

Excellent References — :
25 Years Experience - Residential-Commercial
Move In/Move Out - Organization

Email: ghernandz1975@icloud.com

831-241-4692

MARCOS’ HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE
Residential/Commercial/Move-outs
Windows ¢ Pressure Washing
Construction Cleaning * Vacation Homes
Offices ¢ Floor Cleaning * Strip & Wax
(831) 264-3697

Free Estimates * Guaranteed Jobs ¢ Lic. 342947

-

Get your complete Pine Cone by email
Free subscriptions at
www.carmelpinecone.com

 Central Coast Cleaning, LLC |
‘ ——  We create FREE TIME for |

Q — busy people! Providing

— professional cleaning

I ——— services for Residential,

fsg Commercial, Vacation Homes )

and Special Events. Proudly

serving all of Monterey !
Leave the detaits  County for 25 years. We are |
tous. Bonded and Insured. ‘

www.centralcoastcleaning.com
FREE ESTIMATES
831.442.1965

D HOUSE CLEANING

TWO GIRLS FROM CARMEL

S0 MANY DUST BUNNIES, SO LITTLE TIME

N~

831.626.4426

WWW.TWOGIRLSFROMCARMEL.COM

Lily's FHouse Cleaning

‘ / Excellent References Available.

20 Years Experience.
'ﬁ"‘\. Reliable and Thorough Cleaning
(831) 917-3937

D INTERIOR DESIGN

CHARLES
GRUWEILL
DESIGN
STUDIO

(B,

CHARLES GRUWELL
Design Consultant

702-524-6222

charles@cgdstudio.net
www.charlesgruwelldesign.com

Continues on next page

|Police Log: March 27

ubject reported
losing a notebook and pencil.

brothers

fight

between

was reported
on Outlook

Support hometown businesses— shop locally!
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ARTISTS

From page 19A

“When I’m not doing it, I don’t feel that fulfillment and
joy,” she said.

Another highlight of nichols’ lengthy curriculum vitae
came earlier this year, when a piece entitled “Watching
TV” was juried into the 158th annual International Amer-
ican Watercolor Society Exhibition. It won an award and
was selected for the society’s national tour.

“I’ve been entering that show every year, and finally
got in on my 13th try,” he said.

Changing paths

Matt Connors (June 20, 2025) dabbled only briefly in
fine-art photography in New York City in the 1970s, right
after graduating from Dartmouth College, then ran out of
time for artistic expression during a 30-year career as a
software developer.

“I always had this feeling that I’d get back into photog-
raphy one day, but never did,” he said.

In 2012, he and his wife, Elneda, moved to the Mon-
terey Peninsula. Two years later, when he retired at 62,
Connors engaged in a stern conversation — with himself.

“Stop pretending. Either do it or shut up.”

In 2025, his 16-by-20 toned cyanotype of a dark corri-
dor in a Roman amphitheater with daylight glowing from
the opposite end was juried into the “Biennial” show at the
Monterey Museum of Art.

Ginger Espinoza (July 25, 2025), an educator and art-
ist, believes in the “golden thread,” which theorizes that
all creative people borrow and steal from others.

Continues from previous page
) JUNK REMOVAL

._,-;".am;éz&- (831)
/‘?,"Eu'lélv’”q 586-5562 | .i1062005

(O]

* Household Junk Removal * Yard Waste
Removal ¢ Estate Sale Clean-outs * Job Site
Cleanup * Wood Chip/Mulch Delivery

Marcus McMillan
spankysjunkremoval@gmail.com

) PAINTING

Quality Craftsmanship for 26 Years

Always Meticulous Preparation

Wallpaper Installation and Removal

Ok 831-204-8877
ParagonPainting.us FREE ESTIMATES

In 2024, the fine-art photographer and painter traveled
to Italy to investigate the theory, specifically studying the
work of 16th-century realist Caravaggio, whose art was
heavily influenced by the paintings of Michelangelo, Da
Vinci, Peterzano, and who subsequently impacted Rubens,
Rembrandt, Delacroix and others.

“The golden thread is woven through all of us and influ-
ences our style,” explained
Espinoza, who taught art
at Monterey High in 2023

and 2024. “Nothing on this When many
planet is original — we all people are
take ideas from others, and involved. there’s
others are taking from us. J

“Teachers implant _lit- something
tle seeds,” she said. “They T
might not sprout right away, missing

but when you’re 35, looking
for something that makes
you happy, one of them might start to grow.”

Carmel Point resident Dennis Segers (June 27, 2025),
who spent four-and-a-half decades as a digital pioneer in
the semiconductor industry, made a surprising detour into
the analogue world when retirement heightened his focus
as a fine-art photographer.

Digital photos and computer editing are still part of his
craft, but Segers has become enraptured with old-school
darkroom chemistry to broaden the artistry of his images.

Permission, he said, came from none other than Ansel
Adams, who bent an old-school rule in 1927 when he
printed his iconic photo, “Monolith: The Face of Half
Dome,” using significant darkroom manipulation to
darken the image’s sky.

“I saw it as license to take some liberties and bring

some artistic expression into an image,” said Segers, who
uses a platinum/palladium mixture in his darkroom to cre-
ate whiter whites and darker darks, resulting in stunning
contrast in his landscapes.

Rock stars

One of the Peninsula’s best-known gallery owners,
Nancy Dodds (Aug. 9, 2025), was working as a cocktail
waitress 30-plus years ago when she got hired at Carmel
gallery despite having no art knowledge and no gallery
experience. Less than five years later, in 1996, she bought
the space from owner Bob Haeger and changed its name to
the Nancy Dodds Gallery.

“I fly by seat of my pants,” said Dodds, whose business
showcases 38 contemporary and plein air artist after 30
years of business, surviving three financial downturns that
closed many other galleries.

Fifteen years ago, Dodds became an artist, mostly spe-
cializing in commissioned pet portraits.

Oliver Fredericksen, a product of Carmel High School
and Monterey’s Youth Arts Collective, is a quirky ani-
mator who pairs his hand-drawn cartoon characters with
whimsical, 3D digitally animated backgrounds.

Fredericksen, 24, is a freelance contractor whose car-
toons and backgrounds have been part of videos for Cold-
play and the American rapper, Smino. He originally pur-
sued a job as a Pixar animator, but ultimately decided it
wasn’t a good fit for his creative process.

“I slowly realized that working with teams at a major
studio wasn’t what | wanted,” he said. “A Pixar production
is a huge thing with so many animators that you’re really
only assigned to do one little thing.

“When that many people are involved, I feel like there’s
something missing ... some human element.”

Expert Interiors & Exteriors
Cabinets & Fine Finishes
Faux Finishes & Stains

Maintenance & Protection

D LOCKSMITH

SURFACES {

PAINTING & DECORATING, INC‘-

Licensed and Insured Lic.#1013672

D ROOF & GUTTER CLEANING D TREE SERVICE
GUTTER & ROOF CLEANING John Ley Tree Service, LLC
CA Lic.#
MAKE SURE YOU 1118155
CLEAN YOUR
GUTTERS BEFORE
THE STORM O Tree Trimming & Removal
0O Stump Grinding & Removal
Free estimates O Fire Prevention Clearing
O Emergency Tree Services
CALL OR TEXT (831) 402 6729 O Cabling & Bracing

CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATE

(831) 373-6332

. Movl"G [(PEST CONTROL SERVICES )
J & M MOVING AND STORAGE, INC. 831/583-9I155 RAPCS@RAPCS.NET 831 -394-8581
We can handle all your moving and storage RODENTS a

needs, local or nationwide. Located in new
20,000 sf Castroville warehouse. We specialize
in high-value household goods. Excellent ref-

erences available. MTR 0190259, MC 486132. Pantry and Fabric Pest 'my ) | |
Call Jim Stracuzzi at (831) 633-5903 or (831) TREES & ORNAMENTALS ‘ i § il 1

901-5867. TF Pest & Disease Control —) ST _ S El J

Foliar, Soil, Systemic & Tree Injection Treatments
D PAINTING PLANT & TREE HEALTH m
Organic Plant & Soil Products for Your Landscape
WILL BULLOCK PAINTING & RESTORING VEGETATION MANAGEMENT Roofing & Solar Perfected
Weed & Poison Oak Control

Complete Interior and Exterior Painting
Always the Best Preparation and Paints
Handyman Services / Best References

Rodent Inspection - Exclusion - Trapping - Repellents

Residential - Commerecial - Industrial
Ants - Carpenter Ants - Spiders

QUALITY WORK WITH 44 PLUS YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
Insured and Bonded Since 1999
Structural Licence PR 7978 DPR Reg.41398

BBB
298

Roof and ground mount systems

-~“MUN JLeyTree@gmail.com
 LOCKSMITH « FR www.surfacespainting.com 00 1 OLIVERAS
831-375-10 RESIDENTIAL COMMERCIAL /- TREE SERVICE
. * Interior/Exterior Painfing  » Waterproof Coatings PN CSLB 1100089
\ BSIS LIC. LC07195 ’ EIESSULE W"ﬁshing ' GCILIX ;inisr;fs 15 Years Experience Lic. #1129592 All Types of Tree Pruning * Brush Clearing
Caleii « Spray Facilty + Vienetian Plaster . Installation & - Decks Yard Cleanup * Splitting Firewood * Fully Insured
D MASONRY HERAE #803057 Yy, Repair - Seamless Gutters COMMERCIAL ¢ RESIDENTIAL
« Slate & Metal Roof < Custom Metal www.treeservicearomas.com __
Retaining Walls « Foundations s Fireplaces |voun LOCAL EXPERT FOR OVER 25 YEARS! | « Waterproofing Fabrication @ 831-588-2585
Stone Veneer Priveways e Patios ® Pavers Bria n tock Free Estimate: 831-594-9437
AHONEY P o 0 jhonpremierroofing@gmail.com ) WINDOW CLEANING
ainting
ASONRY Mahoney «Fast
« Professional 831.394.8581 :
Masonry Inc. « Affordable |
83 1|_|ée5r159e409§3261§ Residential - Commercial « Exteriors ¢ Interiors CYPR Ess
eshones (831) 372-2629 WINDOW CLEANING
e . . Serving Monterey County since 2010
m;m a’;r‘nisr:;r;l{/:g:?n%;:gg: P PEST CONTROL i 8 S * House V\?ashing ! . V}\Ilindow cleaning
www.facebook.com/MahoneyMasonrylnc 73 YEARS SERVING YOUR ROOFING NEEDS * Solar panel washing * Gutter cleaning

* Pressure washing
FREE ESTIMATES. CALL, TEXT OR EMAIL
cypresswindowcleaning@yahoo.com

ROSSROOFING 1950.COM @ ¢ (831) 402-6729

PEST CONTROL

Lic.#436767 — Since 1984 B E.

831.277.8952 [y

(831) 375-8158

www.dorityroofing.com

NOTICE TO READERS: In California, an
unlicensed person can work on projects valued
up to $1,000, provided they don't hire employees
and don't require a building permit. However,
any project exceeding this threshold or involving
permits or the use of hired workers must be
completed by a licensed contractor. State law also
requires that contractors include their license
number on all advertising. You can check the
status of your licensed contractor at www2.cslb.

Lic. #728609

D TREE SERVICE

ca.gov or (800) 321-CSLB (2752) . Unlicensed
individuals can advertise construction work if
the total contract price is under $1,000, but the

INTERIOR
EXTERIOR
FAUX FINISHES

POWER WASHING
License # 710688

P.O. Box 221242
Carmel, CA 93922

C-(831) 238-1095
(831) 277-9747

Since 1988

BRETT’S PLUMBING-
Service, repairs, installation

VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES

(83 1 ) 646_2933Ll’c. No. 705164O

&

Specializing in: Radiant Floor Heating IR i Fully Insured
JOSEPH YOSCO Whole House Water Filiration | Lic. # 677370
Painting Sewer Scope Inspections  Reverse Osmosis oo

IVERSON’S TREE SERVICE
& STUMP REMOVAL
Complete Tree Service

Call (831) 625-5743

advertisement must clearly state that they are
not licensed by the Contractors State License
Board. The PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
requires household movers to include their PUC
license number in their ads. Contact the PUC at
licensing@cpc.ca.gov
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SOMETHING
FOR THE NEW YEAR

NAWI

RESTAURANT

Coming in January 2026

MONTEREY'S PREMIERE
STEAK & SEAFOOD DESTINATION

Nami, where the vibrant energy of Monterey meets the artistry of a

premier steak and seafood. We've transformed a historic location into a
stylish, upscale-casual haven for locals and visitors alike. Step inside and
discover a dining experience that is both sophisticated and wonderfully

relaxed, designed for memorable evenings and culinary exploration.

Open Daily for Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner

NAMIMONTEREY.COM | 831.649.8151 | 301 ALVARADO STREET, MONTEREY
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