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Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas

Still frames from a video of the Dec. 5 crash that killed Seth Pollack show what hap-
pened: In the top photo, Pollack and a dark-colored SUV approach each other on 
17 Mile Drive near the Pebble Beach golf course. In the bottom photos, while the 
bicyclist continues straight ahead, the SUV turns left onto Crespi Lane, striking Pollack, 
who ends up on the SUV’s roof. Pollack was pronounced dead at the scene.

SCREENSHOTS FROM SURVEILLANCE VIDEO

sticking with its original statement.
California Highway Patrol officer Jaskaran Bhaurla 

reported Pollack, 66, was cycling westbound on Crespi 
Lane in Pebble Beach as a 62-year-old Pebble Beach res-
ident was turning left onto the street from southbound 17 
Mile Drive in her Toyota SUV, and “for reasons still under 
investigation, the rider of the bicycle crossed into the east-

bound lane and crashed into the Toyota 
SUV.”

But others insist that’s not what 
occurred — and footage from a nearby 
video camera appears to prove them right.

“The initial report that Seth ‘crossed 
into the eastbound lane and crashed into 
the automobile’ has been modified by 
CHP. There has been an updated investi-
gation by CHP that finds no blame or error 
on the part of Seth Pollack and that in fact 
he was riding on the proper side of 17 Mile 
Drive when he was struck and killed by 
the automobile,” Pine Cone reader Mitch 
Winick wrote several hours after the paper 
was published Thursday night. 

‘Front-page error’
“Your misreporting and mischaracter-

ization of blame is a public demeanment 
(sic) of Seth Pollack as an experienced and 
respected bike rider and a beloved member 
of our community. Your front-page error 
deserves an equally prominent retraction, 
correction, and an apology.”

David Awerbuck similarly wrote that 
Pollack was on 17 Mile Drive, not Cre-
spi, at the time of the crash and was not 
at fault.

“I realize that you were probably given 
false information and the blame is not on 
you, but on the CHP media department or 
spokesperson who made a gross error,” he 
said.

Finally, Deborah Hall said she’s aware 

Video shows crash that killed 17 Mile Drive bicyclist
By MARY SCHLEY

SOON AFTER the story regarding the tragic death of 
Cal State University Monterey Bay professor Seth Pollack 
broke last week, several Pine Cone readers wrote to object 
to the characterization of the Dec. 5 collision provided 
by the California Highway Patrol. But the state agency is 

See BICYCLE CRASH page 23A

County seeks $225K 
more for ‘illegal’ 
Car Week event
n Attorney: ‘This has become a crusade’

By KELLY NIX

AN ATTORNEY for the owners of a Carmel Valley 
home who were forced to pay more than $750,000 for 
allegedly violating county vacation-rental rules during 
Car Week called Monterey County’s pursuit of the fine 
this week a “crusade” against his clients. His statement 
was made the same day that a county official demanded an 
additional $225,000 from the homeowners.

Monterey County issued the massive citation in August 
during Car Week after supercar company McLaren held 
a VIP, invitation-only, weeklong promotional event at a 
home owned by Fidji Simo, the CEO of applications for 
OpenAI, and Remy Miralles, who rented it to the car com-
pany. County officials said nobody obtained a short-term 
rental permit for the event on the Scarlett Road property, 
which McLaren dubbed “Château McLaren,” nor a special 
event permit, which were required under county rules. 

Simo and Miralles were forced to pay the $761,975 
fine before they could appeal it. At a hearing Tuesday 
conducted by an independent officer, their attorney, Ron 
Fisher, blasted the county for the “excessive” fine — the 
largest in county history. 

See HUGE FINE page 16A

During a Zoom meeting Tuesday, a hearing officer, county officials, 
and lawyers debated the validity of a huge fine imposed on the own-
ers of Carmel Valley home used for an exclusive Car Week party.

SCREENSHOT FROM COUNTY HEARING

decided last week when it said the use permit for A.W. 
Shucks on Ocean Avenue should be amended to identify it 
as a restaurant. Currently, it is classified as a bar — one of 
just three in town.

The owners of A.W. Shucks, Karen and Randy Basi, 
don’t want to change their permit, and neither does their 
landlord, John Plastini, and while planning director Anna 
Ginette said they’re within their rights to continue operat-
ing as they are, others disagreed.

The Dec. 10 meeting marked the commission’s second 
hearing on the topic, following its October discussion of 
how A.W. Shucks is classified, which has been murky for 
decades.

Internal conflicts
The current use permit identifies the business — which 

previously operated under the name Maxwell McFly’s —
as a drinking place providing limited food. It was issued 
in 1993 to Murray Weaver and Paul Elliot, who were plan-
ning to buy the bar but wanted to amend the permit “to 
include a seafood menu to be served at an ‘oyster bar.’”

“The permittee shall not be authorized to establish a 
full kitchen with stove, grill or oven,” the permit states. 
“Food service shall be limited to a microwave oven, 
steamer, soup preparation and refrigeration facilities. No 
takeout food shall be allowed.”

However, in the years that followed, the city none-
theless approved building permits for outfitting and then 
renovating a commercial kitchen at A.W. Shucks, which 
offers an extensive menu and provides takeout. And in 
2023, the Basis received a license from the city identifying 
their business as a “full-line restaurant,” with “drinking 

Commission: Shucks should identify as restaurant 
By MARY SCHLEY

IF IT walks like a duck and quacks like a duck, its 
city-issued operating permit should identify it as a duck. 
That’s essentially what the Carmel Planning Commission 

See RESTAURANT page 18A

City to post address map
By MARY SCHLEY

WANT TO see what your house number will be? 
Curious whether the city knows if your corner house faces 
one street or the other? In its effort to implement a sys-
tem of standardized street addresses, the City of Carmel 
will roll out an interactive map next month that allows 
residents and business owners to glimpse their potential 
number assignments and provide feedback, assistant city 
administrator Brandon Swanson said Wednesday.

“We’re trying to warm people up to the idea that it’s 
going to happen,” Swanson said.

A committee consisting of councilman Bob Delves, 
administrative analyst Emily Garay and a trio of residents 
spent months researching how a new address system might 
be developed and implemented, and the council learned 
Dec. 2 that a model is ready for testing.

Soft launch
Buildings on the streets’ west and north sides will have 

odd numbers, while those on the east and south sides will 
have even numbers, and the numbering will originate at 
the city’s northern and western boundaries. Each asses-
sor’s parcel number, of which there are around 3,300, will 
be assigned one number.

Because the blocks running north-south tend to be lon-
ger — typically containing 10 lots apiece — their numbers 

See ADDRESS MAP page 25A

Sacramento’s legislation 
to face more scrutiny 

STATE LAWMAKERS are good at creating a lot of 
legislation, and a key assemblyman wants to find out if all 
those laws are working as intended.

In January, Assembly Speaker Robert Rivas will launch 
his “Outcomes Review” oversight tool, in which legislators 

Capitol Access
By CAITLIN CONRAD

will offer up laws to be reviewed. From there, hearings 
and community meetings will be held, giving Californians 
an opportunity to provide input. After that, representatives 
will announce what they learned, and what, if any, changes 
need to be made. 

“Passing laws is only the first step. The real test is 
ensuring they work. Gone are the days when laws can be 

See SCRUTINY page 20A
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By Lisa Crawford WatsonSandy Claws

carmel-by-the-sea    

new holiday arrivals

Scout is a toy Australian shepherd, full grown at 12 
pounds, who lives in Carmel Valley with a Great Pyre-
nees-Belgian shepherd mix and a cat. But he’s pretty 
much in charge. 

Scout had been gifted to a woman whose circum-
stances didn’t allow her to care for a puppy, so she 
posted an adoption offer on Nextdoor.

“I saw the post and called the woman before I’d 
even seen Scout’s picture,” his person said. “As soon 
as I met him, I knew he was my little puppy.”

Scout, now 3, is a creature of habit. He gets up in 
the morning and stretches, mimicking his person’s 
husband, with one leg forward and the other back, 
before rolling around on his back. Then he seeks out 
the cat for a little morning wrestling time before break-
fast. Once finished, he “demands” to sit on the counter 
while her husband finishes his food. And then they go 
to work.

“Scout was getting possessive of me,” his person 
said, “so we started sending him to work with my hus-
band, to socialize him, which really helped. Scout chas-
es squirrels outside the office, wearing himself out.”

Although the pup has his own bed on the floor at the 
foot of his couple’s, he starts his slumber in their bed 
and then reluctantly moves into his own. 

“Scout’s a funny little guy who loves watching TV, 
particularly sports,” his person said. “He gets all riled 
up over football. And we can’t take him to my son’s 
baseball games because fetch is his favorite activity. 
As soon as a ball is hit, he loses his mind. He actually 
has run onto the field.”

The quirky little guy also gets excited about the 
beach, where he loves to chase and bite the water as it 
recedes from the shore.

Personality plus

Advanced Dermatology Medical Clinic
www.rheimdermatology.com

General Dermatology: 831.373.4404 
Cosmetic Laser Center: 831.373.0441
757  Pacific Street, Suite A-1, Monterey

JOSEPH R. RHEIM, M.D.

Getting ready for Santa?Getting ready for Santa?
We would like to offer you:

BOTOX® at $10.00 per unit

Vitamin B-12
Give your body the vitamins it deserves, 

ask about our Vitamin B-12 series of injections. 

Gift Certificates are available!

Cosmetic Laser Center Consultations available by appointment;
All treatments are scheduled with our licensed RN. 
Please make your appointment by calling our office today. 

All offers expire December 31, 2025.

GG !e!

Shellhell
hades

.com.com 831/747-7482831/747-7482

Jerry Solomon Master Barber
TUES to FRI 8:30-5:30 | SAT 8:30-3:00

Located in Morgan Court
On Lincoln St, Between Ocean Ave. 

& 7th Ave. Suite 6, 
Carmel-by-the-Sea | 831-375-8571

Measured by MPWMD at Los Padres Dam
Average is for previous 5 years

Last 7 days Since Oct. 1 Since Oct. 1 avg.
0 in. 6.85 in. 5.79 in.

Rain Gauge

Help Wanted
The Carmel Pine Cone is looking for a full-time sales 
representative to help expand our business. Experi-
ence in print advertising, i.e., magazine or newsprint, 
is preferred.

• 2-5 years of experience developing and growing 
an advertising client base

• A proven record of successful business development
• Excellent communication skills, solid work ethic 

and a desire to be part of a team
• Familiarity with the business community 

on the Monterey Peninsula

maintaining relationships, providing customer service, creating 
ad campaigns, and working with in-house production staff. 

an option for a great performer.

Send resume to jackie@carmelpinecone.com 
No phone calls

The Carmel Pine Cone

3 Beds, 1 Bath  ■  1,414 Sq. Ft.  ■  3,226 Sq. Ft. Lot  ■  $1,275,000
www.415FigueroaSt.com

Geoff 831.297.3890
REALTOR®  |  DRE#02036451

Rebecca 831.241.2600
REALTOR®  |  DRE#01706104

The Arnold Team
Arnold-Team.com

Arnold-Team@CarmelRealtyCompany.com

Market Knowledge  |  Ethics & Integrity  |  Commitment to Community

A Collaborative Approach to Real Estate

Danielle Germain 303.502.6477
REALTOR®  |  Monterey Coast Realty DRE#02154598

Open House | Sat & Sun 11am-2pm

Just Listed!
415 Figueroa Street, Monterey
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2511 GARDEN ROAD, BUILDING C, SUITE 225
MONTEREY, CA 93940

Spiering Law wishes our past and present 

clients a happy holiday season

We look forward to serving you in 2026

(831) 920-6000

SPIERING LAW

James Spiering  &  Donna DeMera

Helping thousands of people injured in accidents 
receive successful settlements for over 40 years 

LOCAL LAW FIRM 

FREE SAME-DAY CONSULTATION

NO RECOVERY, NO FEE

Happy New Year!

Ryan Melcher
831.521.5024

ryan@ryanmelcher.com

RyanMelcher.com

DRE: 01897036

SOTHEBY’S AGENT IN  CARMEL
Sold over $93 Million & 32 Transactions YTD in 2025

The Peninsula’s Trusted Name in Real Estate

#1

NEW PRICE - $2,095,000
140 Terrace Way, Carmel Valley

4 Bed  |  4.5 Bath  |  2,786 Sq. Ft.  |  29,621 Sq. Ft. Lot 

NEW PRICE - $2,895,000
Santa Fe 4 SE of Ocean, Carmel-by-the-Sea

2 Bed  |  2 Bath  |  1,214 Sq. Ft.  |  3,920 Sq. Ft. Lot

residential homes like hotel rooms.
Now, she said she believes the best path 

forward is simply banning all short-term 
rentals.

Can an all-out ban be done?
“Look at the City of Monterey,” Daniels 

said. “Their ban treats everyone the same.”
Daniels conceded that a ban isn’t what 

she wanted, but she said it might be the 
most practical solution. “It’s a remedy,” 
she said.

‘Bent over backwards’
Daniels said the rules the county 

adopted regulating short term rentals 
struck a balance between allowing a rea-

sonable number of STRs, 
while “protecting coastal 
resources and our long-
term housing supply.”

“We bent over back-
wards to try and make this 
work for as many people 
as we could,” she added. 
“This is yet another exam-
ple, like many others in the 
world today, where corpo-

the community’s needs. 
-

munity is greater than it has ever been.”
Dick Matthews of the Monterey County 

Vacation Rental Alliance responded to 
Daniels’ comments.

-
ing,” Matthews said. “We thought we 
would win in the court case or lose the 
court case.”

In August, the California Coastal Com-
mission approved short term rental rules 
in the Coastal Zone, effectively banning 
them in residential neighborhoods in Car-
mel Highlands and Big Sur unless a host is 
living on site. 

Meanwhile, unhosted vacation stays are 
allowed in Pebble Beach, but only with a 
permit. 

Daniels calls for all-out STR ban
By CHRIS COUNTS

FRUSTRATED OVER a lawsuit that 
threatens to upend Monterey County’s 
recently approved short term rental regula-
tions, 5th District Supervisor Kate Daniels 
is calling for an all-out ban. 

“I will be working through the holiday 
on a simple proposed ordinance banning 
short-term rentals throughout the county,” 
she said.

Daniels’ aggressive stance comes in 

amended Nov. 14 by the Monterey County 
Vacation Rental Alliance against the 
County of Monterey which contends the 
rules violate the U.S. Consti-
tution by treating out-of-state 
property owners differently 
than resident property own-
ers, and corporate owners dif-
ferently from people. 

County takes action
The county responded to 

the lawsuit last Friday by sus-
pending the two provisions 
the lawsuit targeted. 

“Due to the lawsuit challenging the 
County of Monterey’s vacation rental/
homestay ordinances, the county has sus-
pended from enforcement the two provi-
sions being challenged,” a county spokes-
man said.

The supervisor agreed the risks of such 
a lawsuit are simply too great.

“We might not win,” she suggested. 
“The damages could be in the millions of 
dollars. We don’t want to risk bankrupting 
our general fund.”

Daniels told The Pine Cone that during 
the 14-year effort to create short-term-

way to make it possible for local residents 
to host visitors and earn extra income — 

-
porations and real estate trusts that treat 

‘We don’t 
want to risk 
bankrupting our 
general fund.’
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Police &
Sheriff’s Log

See POLICE LOG page 11RE
 in the Real Estate Section

The gavel falls
Verdicts, pleas and sentencings announced by 
Monterey County District Attorney Jeannine Pacioni

Nov. 13 — The Hon. Rafael Vazquez held 
defendants Pedro Nava, Jonathan Cervant-
es and Angel Evans to answer for multiple 
crimes relating to homicides in south Mon-
terey County in early 2024. Vazquez issued 
his holding order after a weeklong prelimi-
nary hearing that was heard the week of Oct. 
27. At a preliminary hearing, the judge, act-
ing as a magistrate, hears evidence and de-
termines whether there is probable cause to 
believe that the defendants have committed 
the charged crimes.

Vazquez held all three defendants to an-
swer for the Feb. 4, 2024, willful, deliberate  
and premeditated murder of Jack Canchola 
and Andres Garcia. In that crime, they were 
also charged with conspiracy to commit 
murder and shooting at an occupied motor 
vehicle. In addition, they were charged with 

the March 3, 2024, willful, deliberate and 
premeditated murder of Francisco Aldape 
Perez, Olivo Pina Perez, Mario Guzman and 
Alicia Ramirez Aparicio, along with numer-
ous other charges, including street terrorism, 
robbery and assault.

Vazquez held the defendants to answer 
for multiple special circumstances on the ho-
micide charges and found probable cause to 

during the crimes on Feb. 4, 2024, and March 
3, 2024. Further, he found probable cause to 
believe many of the crimes were committed 

-

See GAVEL page 35A

A pronounced lack of good cheer

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30

Carmel-by-the-Sea: -

12th. No details provided about the nature of 
the suspicious circumstances.

 A 42-year-old female was 
arrested on Junipero Avenue for two out-
standing misdemeanor bench warrants and 

-
terey County Jail for obstruction, battery and 
elder abuse, and was held on $17,500 bail.

Carmel area: Found property was re-
covered on Carmel Rancho Boulevard. The 
owner of the property was contacted via tele-
phone.

Carmel Valley: Deputies investigated an 

assault on East Carmel Valley Road involv-
ing 49-year-old male suspect and a 61-year-
old female victim.

MONDAY, DECEMBER 1

Carmel area: Deputies responded to a re-
port of a domestic disturbance on Mesa Drive 
involving a 54-year-old female suspect and 
two male victims, ages 66 and 24.

Carmel Valley: 
report of alleged neglect on East Carmel Val-
ley Road.

Carmel area: Alcohol was sold to a mi-

arrested. 
Carmel-by-the-Sea: -

tion at Monte Verde and Ninth.
Carmel-by-the-Sea: 

H -

Police Department and the Monterey County 

AlphaAbacus Learning Center: Established 2003
Rachel Phillips M. A. Education

“Gracie”
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT TUTORING CENTER

“Where Learning Is Fun”
READING - MATH - WRITING - ACADEMIC SUBJECTS

STUDY SKILLS - HOMEWORK HELP - TEST PREP
WWW.ALPHAABACUSLEARNINGCENTER.COM

831-596-9394 | 831-625-6053
200 Clock Tower Place, Suite A204, Carmel

Home Schooling Support    AlphaAbacuslearningcenter@gmail.com

HELP IS ON THE WAY!

Need a Tech Pro? I Can Help!

Contact Michael at (831) 204-9812

• On-site
• References available 

Computer/Phone/TV/Printer troubleshooting & setup, subscription 

management, website development, negotiating & lowering 

internet & TV bills, anti-virus, password recovery & more!

With Great Pleasure, 
Dr. Susan Kubica Welcomes

Kelly L. Reed, MD

Contact the Office of 

Susan M. Kubica, MD, P.C., 
Concierge Internal Medicine

1000 8th St, Suite 101, 
Monterey, CA 93940

(831) 372-1188 

Office@kubicamedicine.com 
for an appointment

She is Accepting New Patients into her 
CONCIERGE MEDICINE PRACTICE.  

Off Site & Home Visits • Meet & Greet Visits welcome

Dr. Reed is a Board-Certified Internal Medicine Physician, 
who trained at UCSF, with professional experience in 

Radiation Oncology from the University of Washington. 

Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society  

Patients Top Choice
Press Ganey Patient Satisfaction Scores (Florida)

Best Family Doctor
The Lebanon Reporter, Boone County, Indiana 2016

Favorite Family Physician
Sonoma Family Life Magazine, Sonoma County 2012

She has been recognized as an exceptional physician 
with the following Awards and Acknowledgements:

Full-time employment with benefits
for the lumber yard/truck driver.

Must have clean CDL.

APPLY IN PERSON
10 West Carmel Valley Road 

 Carmel Valley Village

WE ARE HIRING
Fu

f

Clark’s Carmel StoneClark’s Carmel Stone
(831) 385-4000

100 Airport Drive,
King City
Delivery Available

www.clarktruckinginc.com             clarkscarmelstone@yahoo.com

Obituary Notices
Let us help you pay tribute to your loved one with  

y
an affordable obituary in The Carmel Pine Cone.

You’ll be surprised at how low our rates are.
For more information please contact:

ne Papineau (831) 274-8654AAAAAnAA n   • anne@carmelpinecone.com

39
1986-2025

mum’s place
246 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove | 831-372-6250
Mon-Sat 10am-5:30pm | www.mumsfurniture.com
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3 Ocean Avenue SW of Dolores Streetfourtane.com 831.624.4684



6A      The Carmel Pine Cone      December 19, 2025  

Any dog that bites a person and causes 

state law is also considered potentially 
dangerous, as is one that has killed, seri-

on a domestic animal “off the property of 
the owner or keeper of the dog,” twice in a 
three-year period.

(Dogs that have seriously injured or 
killed a person are considered “vicious” 
and are dealt with differently.)

Hearing
An animal control or law enforcement 

the ones said to have occurred in Carmel 
Valley and believes the dog 
is potentially dangerous or 
vicious can ask the health 
department to hold an evi-
dence-based hearing to 
determine the animal’s fate.

determines that the dog in 
question is potentially dan-
gerous or vicious, the hear-

-
mine whether the release of 

the public health, safety and welfare,” the 
code says. 

If so, it could be euthanized.
Smith said the dog’s fate has not been 

determined.
“This case is still ongoing, and so all 

in the incident is here at Hitchcock Road 
Animal Services and is under quarantine 
as prescribed in these cases,” she said. 
“The outcome of the dog has not yet been 
determined.”

Same goes for the owner, who has not 
been named, Rosas said, because he hasn’t 
been arrested or charged with a crime.

“A report has been forwarded to the dis-
trict attorney for charges against the owner 
for failing to control his dog,” he said. 
Therefore, the case is still “active/open.”

Loose dog bites three in C.V. park
By MARY SCHLEY

A ‘LABRADOR mix” that was off 
leash in a park in Carmel Valley bit three 
people Friday afternoon, according to 
Monterey County Sheriff’s Cmdr. Andy 
Rosas, and its owner could face criminal 
charges as a result.

“The dog was loose in the park after a 
gate was left open” on Camino de Trave-
sia on Dec. 12 at around 12:30 p.m., Rosas 
said, in the Robles del Rio area of Carmel 
Valley Village.

-
tims were three women ages 44, 73 and 75. 
Rosas didn’t say how they came to be bitten 
by the dog, which belongs to 
a 51-year-old man, who was 
also unnamed.

“Nobody was transported 
to the hospital,” he said, 
though if any of them went 
to the emergency room on 
her own, Rosas wouldn’t 
know.

He said the dog’s owner 
remained onsite and was 
cooperative with investiga-
tors. Monterey County Animal Services 
took custody of the Lab mix, which Mon-
terey County Health public information 

quarantined.

Dangerous or vicious?
The county’s laws state that owners 

must “at all times prevent their dogs from 
biting and harassing any person engaged in 
a lawful act and from interfering with the 
lawful use of public or private property.”

dangerous dog” as one that has “engaged 
in any behavior that requires a defensive 
action by any person to prevent bodily 
injury when the person and the dog are off 
the property of the owner or keeper of the 
dog” on two occasions within the previous 
36 months. 

Owner could
be charged 
with failing 
to control
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Happy Holidays

Built-In Distributors
www.bidappliance.com

Seaside: 2024 Fremont Blvd. Seaside, CA 93955

Santa Cruz: 1521 Soquel Ave. Santa Cruz, CA 95062

SURPASS EXPECTATIONS
Paragons of performance and style, Sub-Zero, Wolf and Cove 

appliances surpass even the most elevated expectations. Please 

visit your nearest Built-In Distributor’s showroom located in either 

Seaside or Santa Cruz to build your dream kitchen.
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Hilary
Christmas Day, 1941 – May 24, 2006

and suggested others are considering court 
action to halt the plans. 

“We have this many protections for our 
coastline because Democrats and Republi-
cans and leaders at all levels have worked 

desired to drill for oil and gas off the Cali-
fornia coast,” he said.

The congressman said he’s also work-
ing with a group of Florida Republicans 
who represent coastal districts and are 
pushing back on Trump’s offshore oil and 
gas drilling proposals.

The Bureau of Ocean Energy Manage-
ment, he noted, is accepting public com-
ments on the proposal until Jan. 23, 2026.

‘Energy dominance’
In announcing a large 

lease for federal waters in 
the Gulf of America last 
week, Burgum reiterated the 
Trump administration’s rea-
sons for pursuing offshore 
oil drilling, which aligns 
with the president’s cam-
paign promises of cheaper 
energy.

There are more than 30 
million gasoline- and diesel-powered cars 
and trucks in California — a state where 
fuel prices are much higher than in most 
other states.

“President Trump made clear from day 
one that the United States will no longer be 
held back by bad policy or foreign depen-
dence,” Burgum said Dec. 10. “Today’s 
lease sale is another major milestone in 
rebuilding American energy dominance by 
unlocking investment, strengthening our 
energy security, creating jobs and ensuring 
Americans have access to affordable and 
reliable energy. The Trump administration 
is delivering results, and the Gulf of Amer-
ica is once again leading the way.”

California has about two dozen offshore 

By KELLY NIX

CARMEL VALLEY congressman 
Jimmy Panetta and his Democratic Col-
leagues in Congress have formally stated 
their opposition to President Donald 
Trump’s plan to drill for oil off the Cali-
fornia coast.

A Nov. 20 proposal by the Trump 
Administration included plans for a half-
dozen leases to drill for oil and gas off the 
coast of California. The portions of coast-
line slated for drilling include large areas 
that were previously protected.

In a letter to Trump and Secretary of the 
Interior Doug Burgum on Dec. 4, Panetta 
and more than two dozen other members of 
Congress again condemned 
the offshore oil plan, which 

President Joe Biden elimi-
nated from future leasing. 
The lawmakers said the new 
leases would also under-
mine state laws that ban new 
offshore drilling along the 
coastline.

“We stand united with the 
overwhelming majority of 
Californians who fundamentally oppose 
any proposal that would expand offshore 
drilling and risk our state’s invaluable, 
ecologically unique coast,” the letter 
explained. 

Bipartisan support
The plan, along with efforts to reduce 

-
cies, including those that address oil spill 
responses, “is not only dangerous but out-
right reckless,” the politicians maintain. 

“As we have repeatedly seen in Califor-
nia and other parts of the country, offshore 
drilling is a ticking time bomb,” the letter 
said. 

Panetta told The Pine Cone this week 
he’ll continue legislative efforts against 
the administration’s proposal for the leases See DRILLING page 22A

‘Not only 
dangerous 
but outright 
reckless’
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need to perform dozens of tasks and may 
only know the actual date for reopening a 
day or two beforehand,” he reported.

While recent wet winters have caused 
numerous slides up and down the belea-
guered highway, Regent’s Slide has kept 
it closed since Feb. 9, 2024. Located 4.5 
miles south of Esalen Institute, the site 
experienced “new slide activity and sur-
face cracking in the slope” in August 2024 
— making the task of stabilizing the road 

Work crews have installed 4,443 
60-foot steel dowels to help anchor the 
slope and reduce movement in the steep 
hillside that looms over the site. Now they 
are installing wire mesh to protect motor-
ists from falling rocks.

Caltrans also gave an update on the 
project this week.

“Crews have continued with debris 
removal and have now exposed most of 
the original roadway,” the agency reported. 
“Field assessments of the roadway condi-
tion are underway. Crews are scheduled to 
begin grinding and paving operations as 
weather and site conditions allow. Rains 
forecasted to arrive later this week may 
interrupt operations for several days.”

Highway 1 could reopen before March 
By CHRIS COUNTS

AFTER WORD went out on social 
media that Highway 1 will reopen at 
Regent’s Slide in Big Sur sooner than the 
March 2026 estimate previously made 
by Caltrans, Kevin Drabinski of the state 

That’s great news for businesses like 
Treebones Resort and Lucia Lodge, which 
have been isolated by slides in recent years. 
Highway 1 hasn’t been open for through 

January 2022.

Help wanted soon
Not only did Drabinski say the slide 

could be cleared earlier than anticipated, 
he said his agency is sharing the news with 
Big Sur’s business community so its inns, 
markets and galleries can prepare for a 
major boost in business overnight. Many 

will need to hire more workers and stock 
up on inventory.

“We’ve been in contact with the Big 
Sur business community and stakeholders 
throughout the closure,” he told The Pine 
Cone. “They’ve made it clear they need a 
heads-up to accommodate an 

One news report suggested 
that Highway 1 could reopen 
by the end of the year, but 
Drabinski said there are too 
many uncertainties to give an 
estimate of when the work 
will be done. He said an early 
reopening is dependent on 
good weather — which is no 
sure thing this time of year. 
“We’re looking at the forecast, 
and we see rain off and on” in 
the coming weeks, he said.

Drabinski said it will be dif-

advance warning of the reopen-
ing. “Construction crews still 

Work crews are installing wire mesh at Regent’s Slide to pro-
tect motorists from falling rocks.

 PHOTO/CALTRANS

May Your New Year Be Full of
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Judie Profeta
Managing Director & Broker Associate | DRE#00703550
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OUR SCHOOL FACILITIES!
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UPDATE
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RSVP

fmpupdate@carmelunified.org.

IT’S THE MOST 
WONDERFUL TIME 
TO SAVE!

Make your holidays merry, bright — and 

more at montereywaterinfo.org/rebates

fault. 
Ashley Tedesco claims in a Dec. 8 complaint that on 

May 21, while approaching the intersection of South Davis 
and Blanco roads in Salinas in her 2023 Audi A3 Quattro, 
she heard a siren, which stopped before she reached the 
crossing. Tedesco said she reduced her speed.

Deputy was negligent in crash, lawsuit says 
By KELLY NIX

A WOMAN who claims she was seriously injured 
earlier this year after a patrol vehicle driven by a sheriff’s 

-

“Just prior to entering the intersection, Tedesco heard 
the siren reactivate and saw lights illuminate from the 
2023 Dodge Durango patrol vehicle” operated by a sher-
iff’s deputy with the last name Acosta, Tedesco describes 
in her lawsuit. “Acosta was stopped at the intersection 
then drove the Durango into the intersection against a red 
light.”

Tedesco said the Durango struck the left side of her 
Audi, causing it to spin and collide with a light pole.

The accident, she alleges, was the deputy’s fault. 
“Acosta did not attempt to view or look for eastbound 

Acosta’s failure to look for and determine if eastbound traf-

‘Anxiety’
A California Highway Patrol report on the accident 

aligns with Tedesco’s version of events and notes that 
Acosta “proceeded southbound at an unsafe speed as he 
began to pass the eastbound through lanes” and “failed to 
clear the eastbound through lanes” before striking Tedes-
co’s vehicle. The report also indicates that Acosta had his 

lights and sirens on before 
turning them off and then on 
again. 

The CHP investigator 
said that Acosta’s vehicle 
was not equipped with a 
dashcam.

Tedesco’s complaint, 

Superior Court, said she suf-
fered a fractured left clavicle 
and scapula, and pain to her 

neck, back and hip. The accident also left her with “exten-
sive emotional distress manifesting in fear, anger and 
heightened anxiety,” according to the complaint, which 

-
terey County, which is also a defendant. 

Tedesco said she racked up more than $50,000 in med-
ical bills, about $20,000 of which was paid for by her 
workers compensation carrier. She’s seeking an unspeci-

other losses.
County counsel Susan Blitch told The Pine Cone Thurs-

and that she could not comment. 

Victim: 
crash caused 
emotional 
distress and 
anxiety

Everybody reads The Pine Cone
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  831-626-3626 
100A Crossroads Blvd., Carmel

Sea Harvest Carmel
Fresh Seafoods • Wholesale & Retail

2016 - 2025 
Best Seafood Market

on the Monterey Peninsula

•Clothing
•Handbags
•Accessories
•Jewelry
•Shoes
•Gifts

110 Crossroads Blvd, Carmel
Come visit our second location at
224 Crossroads Blvd, Carmel
(831) 626-4686
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Jewel Boutique
The Barnyard Carmel (831) 625-1016
Jewel Boutique
The Barnyard Carmel (831) 625-1016
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25% OFF 
STOREWIDE
Some restrictions may apply.

WE PICKED THE WORST 
TIME OF YEAR TO HAVE 

A FLOORING SALE.

You’re welcome. 

We know your mind is on turkey, tinsel, and travel 

plans — not new floors. But that’s exactly why 

we’re doing this now. Fewer crowds, better deals, 

and more one-on-one help from our flooring pros. 

Premium hardwood, carpet, vinyl, laminate, and 

more — all marked down for a limited time. 

It might not be the season for flooring, but it’s 

definitely the season for savings. 

414 Adams Street | 831.394.2700 

Be prepared for emergencies! Sign up for alerts at
alertmontereycounty.org

describes messaging, positioning, pack-
aging and outreach activities directed at 
increasing voter support for one or more 
future city revenue measures,” he told 
the commission. “These activities include 
‘developing key messages voters need to 
hear,’ positioning a measure ‘for success,’ 
and producing professionally designed 
outreach materials. Such activities raise 
concerns regarding the use of public funds 
for ballot-measure advocacy.”

Coletti lists Mayor Nick Smith and 
councilmembers Joe Amelio, Cynthia 

-
dents, or the individuals he said might have 
violated the law when they approved the 
contract. 

He requested that the Fair 
-

sion review the consultant 
contract, its scope of work, 
and related expenditures to 
“determine whether public 
funds are being used, or are 
authorized to be used, in a 
manner inconsistent with 

treatment of campaign 

enforcement standards.” 
The contract could, Coletti said, also 

campaign expenditure and communication 
provisions. The commission is tasked with 

The council wants to raise revenue and 
reduce expenses due to what city staffers 
say are lower-than-expected revenues and 

-
sure is one of the tools the city is consider-
ing to do that. 

The consultant promised to survey res-
idents and conduct a feasibility study on 
their wants and needs. 

“Once we know what a viable, win-

Measures will work with you to develop a 
revenue measure and qualify for the bal-
lot,” the company said. 

A city staffer’s report to the council in 
November said that similar public outreach 
in 2007 and 2016 was “very valuable” in 

A message to the city seeking comment 
was not answered. 

FORMER MEMBER LEVIES ACCUSATION
AGAINST P.G. CITY COUNCIL

By KELLY NIX

T
City Council last month to pay a consul-

money is facing a complaint from a resi-
dent who alleges the decision could have 
violated state law.

On Nov. 19, the council voted unani-

highest priorities for use of their money 
are, their “tax tolerance,” and how the 
“projects the council is interested in fund-
ing — public safety, council stipends, 
infrastructure, etc. — stack up versus resi-
dents’ priorities.”

This week, though, former city coun-

alleging that the council’s 

potentially amounted to an 
improper use of campaign 
funds because taxpayer funds 
would be spent on “coun-
cil compensation and ballot 
measure advocacy.”

proposal expressly includes 
council stipends as a subject 
of taxpayer-funded evalua-
tion,” Coletti told the agency. 
“Because any increase in council stipends 

-
tract, this raises concerns under Govern-
ment Code 8314, which prohibits the use 

-

‘Key messages’
Councilmembers’ plans to give them-

selves a 130 percent stipend raise failed 
earlier this year when Coletti’s group, 

citizen referendum to challenge the raise. 
Councilmembers in May also discussed 

idea that was eventually put off for discus-
sion later.

Coletti said the council’s hiring of the 
consultant could have also violated Gov-
ernment Code 54964, which essentially 
prohibits spending taxpayer money to 
support or oppose ballot measures and 
candidates. 

Exceptional Representation For Individual Needs
MaryBellProperties.com  ■  MaryBell@CarmelRealtyCompany.com  
Broker Associate | DRE#00649274  

Mary Bell 831.595.4999

9563 Oak Court, Carmel  ■  3 beds, 3 baths  ■  $2,695,000  ■  www.9563OakCourt.com

Remodeled Freestanding Unit in Carmel Valley Ranch
In Escrow 
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Paid for by Dawn Addis for Assembly 2026

—Dawn

They say information is 
the currency of democracy.

Thank you for supporting 
local journalism and have a 
wonderful holiday season.
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At Modern Eyes Optometry, 

Dr. Maureen Hong, O.D. 

and her team is dedicated to 

providing high-quality eye care 

for the whole family. 

Personalized care with 

modern technology.

Proudly serving the Monterey 
Peninsula for 20 years

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

550 Camino El Estero, Suite 205

Monterey, CA 93940
moderneyesmonterey

CONTACT US TODAY TO 

SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT 

(831) 641-7848
www.moderneyesmonterey.com

 ADU • KITCHEN • BATHROOM

831.233.1465
JAMES@SPINDRIFTDB.COM

SPINDRIFTDESIGNBUILD.COM

SPECIALISTS IN HOME RENOVATIONS 
in Carmel, Pebble Beach and Monterey

JAMES KAFANTARIS, 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR
LICENSE #1088276

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California operating under multiple entities. License Numbers
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS

FROM ALL OF US AT

The Debby Beck Group

“For whatever reason, this has become a crusade by the 
county against my clients, and it’s inappropriate,” Fisher 

$200K more?
But Monterey County demonstrated late in the all-

Deputy county counsel Reed Gallogly requested an 
order for them to fork over an additional $225,000, which 
represents the amount the couple charged McLaren for use 

understand, Simo and Miralles are keeping the money that 
they received for the illegal rental, and that’s not permitted 

would amount to a violation of due process because it did 

-

There was also a $900 charge for administrative costs, 
including travel time to and from the property, which was 

HUGE FINE
From page 1A

Fisher accused Monterey County of trying “make an 

the most the county could have penalized his clients was 

“They are trying to supersize it any way they can,” the 

-

‘Misplaced dispute’
-

ing it was appropriate and legal and that Simo and Miralles 
-

“Many people made calls, power lines were knocked 
over when this was being set up and there were road clo-

The couple’s dispute, he said, should be with McLaren 
and a local vacation rental company it hired to arrange the 

“They don’t get to duck their responsibility as prop-
erty owners by saying, ‘other people did it and we have no 

failing to obtain a special event permit, Fisher asked 
county code compliance inspector Michael Braasch how 

Responding for Braasch, chief of county building ser-

at the McLaren event — not just the number of attendees 

“A private party for 40 people with a birthday is differ-

that raised it up to a violation, according to the county 

But Gallogly conceded that county code, as it pertains 
to special events, refers only to an “assemblage” of people 

Proof of violation?
Fisher also tried poking holes in the short-term rental 

violation claims, suggesting that there was no way of 
knowing for certain whether guests stayed overnight at the 
Scarlett Road home because McLaren could have decided 
to terminate the event after the county went to the property 

“What evidence, if any, did you rely on to conclude 
that someone slept at the property overnight?” the attorney 

Braasch said he did not witness anyone spending the 
night and based the violation on the provisions of the con-

Later in the hearing, Gallogly discounted the argument, 
saying it’s “pretty much unambiguous” that the couple’s 
rental agreement “violated the short-term vacation rental 
ordinance” and “arguments to the opposite should be 

Fisher said Simo and Miralles had “no knowledge” of 

See RENTAL page 19A
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◆ Emerald Sponsor ◆
Provides daily childcare and two meals for 1 child for entire year

Stephen Meyer • Ms. Morley Brown • Dr. Ron Weitzman

◆ Diamond Sponsor ◆
Provides emergency rental assistance to 8 families

Gerald Brown • Hildegard Von Dehn • SunBay Suites and Apartments

Chuck &Alina Hurd • John &Waleska Lavorato • Dan & Lori Hightower

◆ Platinum Sponsor ◆
Provides 60 food boxes to the needy

Steve & Mona Marshall • Rod & Peggy McMahan • Bill & Melanie Winchester • Phyllis Maiorana in Memory of Michael Maiorana
Thomas & Jewell Halwachs • Big Sur River Inn • Carol & Chuck Keller • El Estero Car Wash • John Fleige

◆ Gold Sponsor ◆
Provides 300 meals for the homeless

Kenneth & Judy Johnson • George & Miriam Harter • Barney & Margaret Belleci

Gary & Carolyn Pybas • Fenton & Keller • Flo Snyder Speck • Bert & Bella Cutino

◆ Silver Sponsor ◆
Provides emergency shelter for two families for 10 nights

Alex Hulanicki • Jan Weiner • Robert McIntyre • George Pysor - GDP Limited Partnership

Elizabeth Spadaro in Loving Memory of Giuseppe • Aliotti Brothers • The Leavenworth Family
Dan & Cynthia McGilloway • In Memory of Michael Maiorana from your Grandkids

Tony & Connie Salmeri • Tom & Lynn Scanlon • Fred & Phyllis Meurer • Chris & Susan Toscano • Robert & Shirley Jensen

Ronald Wright • Chris & Betty Arcoleo • Raquel LaLuz • Phyllis Rodrigues • Robert & Shirley Jensen

WENEED YOUR HELP!

Robert Alvarado • The Marotta Family • Jeanne Nakagawa • Louis Canepa • Onorina Nichols • Allen & Jan Houser • Teri & Vince Lucido

Ann Ferrante • Sharon Larson • Curt & Fay Hays • Christine Tringali • Anthony Amarante • A. Paul Klein • Charles Workman

Jane Williamson • Elizabeth Grammatico • Josephine Favazza • Virginia Hernandez • Byron & Nancy Washburn • Tomiye Tanaka • Antoinette & Kurt Saylor

Anthony & Janine Ferrante • Sharon & Joseph Crescente • Michael Cardinalli • Paula O’Connor • Mr. & Mrs. Angelo Anastasia Jr. • Jean Rasch

John Favazza • Monterey Ladies Bocce Ball • Gracie Rubio • JoAnn Crivello • Thomas & Jacqueline Forsythe • Kathy Roper • Robert & Dagmar Mize

Darrell B. Edwards • Linda Brandewie • EC Tod Sanchez • Ed Whitaker • Douglas Bargenquast • Richard Tongol • John & Kathleen Battaglia

John & Denise Kuehl • Victoria Phillips Griffin & John Phillips in Memory of Coach Luke Phillips • Ruthann Currence • Walter & Noreen Erwin in Memory
of Jean Sanchez • Patricia G. Cal in Memory of Emilio Cal • Father Peter Crivello • Anna Jones Rubrecht • Art Benzor

Andy Gonzalez • Ann Prego • Ronald Pollacci • Joseph Chudy • The Pasta Palate • Mike Culver • Sarah Sarmento • Charles & Lynn Parson

◆ Contributing Donors ◆
To Date $134,114 Goal $200,000

◆ Angel Sponsor ◆
Provides Childcare • Emergency Rental Assistance

Food Boxes • Meals For The Homeless • Emergency Shelter And Utility Assistance.

Barbara Ann Swain

◆ Bronze Sponsor ◆
Provides utility assistance to two families

Wendy Hainlin • Richard &Anita Travers • Robert & Deanna Crannell • Robert & Taye Suzuki

Carol Chorbajian CCM&E • Carlos Jurado Perez • Jerilynn Crivello • Andrea & Jesse Paredes • Douglas W. Silveira • Gary & Doreen Cursio

Karen &Alex Rodriguez • Paula Hoeft • Douglas Lee • Dr. & Mrs. Jerry Parker • Bob & Millie House • Sabu Shake Jr in Memory
of Kay Ann Russo, Frank Bruno, Benny Enea, James Smith, Tom Bruno, Mark & Christy Pollaci & John “Spud” Spadaro

SPONSOR LEVELS
ANGEL ... $25,000 - Provides childcare, emergency rental assistance, food boxes, meals for the homeless, emergency shelter and utility assistance.

EMERALD .... $10,000.00 – Provides daily childcare and two meals for 1 child for entire year
DIAMOND .... $5,000.00 – Provides emergency rental assistance to 8 families

PLATINUM .... $2,500.00 – Provides 60 food boxes to the needy
GOLD .... $1,500.00 – Provides 300 meals for the homeless

SILVER .... $1,000.00 – Provides emergency shelter for two families for 10 nights
BRONZE .... $500.00 – Provides utility assistance to two families

To make a donation, drop off a check at Old Fisherman’s Grotto or mail it, made payable to The Salvation Army c/o Old Fisherman’s Grotto, 
P.O. Box 2289, Monterey, CA 93942. All proceeds donated go to the Salvation Army. If you would like to make a donation by credit card, 

please contact Karen Rodriguez at Old Fisherman’s Grotto Executive Offices – 831-649-9124. Make a donation in the memory of a loved one.

All advertising and mailing costs are paid by the Shake Family.

Special Thanks to All of Our Contributors to Date

SABU SHAKE, SR. MEMORIAL FUNDRAISER TO BENEFIT
THE SALVATION ARMY - MONTEREY PENINSULA CORPS 

As of December 16th, 2025 we have received

$134,114
in Salvation Army donations in memory of

SABU SHAKE, SR.
WE NEED YOUR HELP TO REACH $200,000!

All donations add up to a truly tremendous amount at the end of the fund drive. Sponsor levels 
are provided to all of our donors so that they can participate at a higher amount.

TO DONATE NOW CALL (831) 645-9124

Mail to: Sabu Shake Sr. Holiday Drive, PO Box 2289, Monterey, CA 93942
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Dear Santa,
Our wish this year is the same:  
to protect local infrastructure and our environment. to protect local infrastructure and our environment. 
Please help us remind the community to:

TRASH
cooled

cooking oil/
grease

Sincerely,

The Southern Monterey Bay Dischargers Group, 
Monterey One Water, and ReGen Monterey

P.S. Merry X-mas!

GREEN
CART

food scraps
without a bag

with its permit’s original terms.
The issue arose after Parker Logan, who owns Sade’s 

Cocktails, inquired whether A.W. Shucks is operating in 
compliance with its permit. Logan, who bought Sade’s 
from Frank Grupe in early 2019, is losing his lease in Feb-
ruary 2026 and is searching for ways to keep his estab-

allow him to move his business elsewhere unless a bar 
permit becomes available.

A.W. Shucks has that designation, due to its former life 

that would free up one of the city’s bar permits, potentially 

Last week, Ginette, the planning director, asked the 
commission to “consider the potential permit options and 
deliberate on the permit and operation history of A.W. 

-
ios, which included amending the use permit to eliminate 
the limitations on food and make “full-line restaurant” the 
ancillary use — even though food sales account for more 
than alcohol sales, according to the owners.

Alternatively, the commission could leave the permit 
unchanged, make the business conform with the require-
ment of limited food service, or amend the permit “to con-
vert the allowed use from a drinking place to a full-line 
restaurant.”

Oct. 8 for consideration,” she said, but because Plastini 
and the Basis don’t want that to happen, “this is not a via-
ble option.” 

The Basis again pleaded for the status quo. “We bought 
it as an oyster bar and grill. We didn’t buy it as a restau-
rant,” Randy Basi said, arguing that the use permit listing 
its primary use as a drinking establishment “has a lot of 
value,” though he didn’t say how it’s valuable.

But they don’t want to be stripped of the ability to 

RESTAURANT
From page 1A

With the landlords’ decision not to renew the lease, Sade’s Cocktails 
will be without a home next year unless a bar permit is freed up.

PHOTO/MARY SCHLEY

function as a full-line restaurant, either. At the October 
meeting, Karen Basi told commissioners alcohol sales 
account for a decreasing chunk of her business, thanks 
to downward trends in consumption, and that being able 
to sell food is a key part of A.W. Shucks’ viability. She 
estimated the ratio of food-to-alcohol sales at 4:1 or 5:1. 

“People aren’t drinking the way they were, so it’s 
going to affect me if I can’t feed them,” she said at that 
meeting.

Plastini, who has long managed the Doud Arcade 
in which A.W. Shucks is located, said he and the Basis 
have “acted in good faith,” and that the only reason the 
discussion was happening at all was because of Logan’s 
inquiry. He suggested the commission leave well enough 
alone.

“I got guarantees that the use would stay with the 
land,” he said. “The only reason we’re here is someone 
wants that drinking-establishment use.”

‘Save Sade’s’
Even though the hearing was not about Sade’s, a 

parade of supporters proclaimed its value to the commu-
nity, reiterated A.W. Shucks’ identity as a restaurant, and 
pleaded with the commission to protect the bar.

“Everyone I play golf with goes to Sade’s,” commented 
a man who said he’s a member of Monterey Peninsula 
Country Club. “I hope we can keep it part of Carmel.”

Hadley Hargrove asked commissioners to put their 
-

tinue operating.
“It’s really important for mental health for people to be 

together,” he said. “And you guys have the power to do 
something.”

Logan said the Basis knew they were buying a restau-
rant when they took over A.W. Shucks. 

“They are very food-focused, and by law, they have to 
be,” he said, because of their liquor license.

He also argued Plastini “doesn’t have any right to hold 
hostage an abandoned use for 30 years.”

“I made a huge investment, too,” he said. “I didn’t 
know when I bought Sade’s that I couldn’t relocate.”

He wondered if the city fathers who set the three-bar 

cap intended that.
“I want help from all of you,” he said. “Because the 

laws are a little screwy and the permits are a little haywire, 
and if we put the right permits with the right businesses, 
we wouldn’t have this problem at all.”

Logan’s attorney, Jason Retterer sent a Dec. 9 letter 
arguing that A.W. Shucks has lost its right to the bar use.

“We submit that the ‘drinking place’ use is not autho-
rized and has in fact been forfeited and abandoned,” 
because it has not been operating in a manner consistent 
with its use permit for nearly 30 years — which voids the 
use permit, according to the law — and a use that’s not 
exercised for six months is considered abandoned.

He also argued that Ginette’s suggestion that the plan-

restaurant operations as an “ancillary use” of 69 percent 
would be unlawful.

“The code establishes clear standards for full-line 
restaurants, including the following standard, which is the 

be subordinate to this primary use,” he wrote. “It is unclear 
how a ‘full-line restaurant’ could ever be considered an 
‘ancillary use’ based on this standard.”

He noted the intent of the code “is not to convert an 
otherwise ancillary use into a second primary use at the 
same premises,” but to allow accessory uses, which by 

souvenirs or a chocolate shop offering coffee drinks.
Commissioner Stephanie Locke said the drinking-es-

tablishment permit “is very important to Carmel,” because 
such places stay open late and therefore give hospitality 
workers somewhere to wind down after their shifts and 
provide a venue for tourists after the restaurants close. She 

as a restaurant, not a drinking establishment.
Commissioner Mel Ahlborn agreed.

Who suffers?
“The use was abandoned — I’m not sure when that 

occurred,” she said. “And after that, when there’s a change 
in use, the property must conform to current zoning, and 
that use cannot be reestablished.”

And if the owners didn’t agree, she suggested, they 
should be forced to revert to the use permit’s description 
of their business as primarily a bar with limited food and 

that.
Commissioner Stefan Karapetkov suggested the city 

location,” he said.
He also observed that if Logan’s landlords can’t get 

another properly licensed tenant in the space within six 
months, the bar use for that location would be abandoned 
and could be assigned to a different location where Sade’s 
could reopen.

Chair Michael LePage, who in October blamed criminal 
behavior on alcohol consumption and suggested Plastini 
be allowed to continue sitting on the drinking-establish-
ment use without requiring any amendments to Shucks’ 
permit, changed his thinking and sympathized with Logan. 

“We have an operator who’s made the investment and 
needs to be able to enjoy and expand their business,” he 
said, while acknowledging “that’s a much bigger issue 
than we can solve here.”

He suggested stripping A.W. Shucks of its drinking-es-
tablishment use wouldn’t negatively affect its bottom line. 

“The operator told us at the last meeting that consump-
tion of alcohol is on a decline and if they weren’t able to 
sell food, they would lose money,” he said. “So, with a use 
permit as full-line restaurant, it is not going to suffer any 
damage, and their own testimony supports that.”

Meanwhile, having the bar designation tied up but 
unused deprives others of a business opportunity and the 
public of another drinking place.

“I think we only have one option here, and that is they 
have to come under the full-line restaurant use,” he said.

As for places like Sade’s, LePage said, they serve “a 
real purpose for people in town.”

“It’s really important that people socialize, and that’s 
what Sade’s has provided in our community,” he said, and 
while restaurants also serve that purpose, “it’s incumbent 
upon us to take an unfair situation and try to make it a little 
bit fairer.”
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Some of the best gifts come in small packages.

MARCHESA JEWELRY 
At The Lodge in Pebble Beach

831.625.3129

Family Owned & Operated Family Owned & Operated 

MARCHESA JEWELRYMARCHESA JEWELRY
Pebble BeachPebble Beach

CHRISTMAS 
ROCKS.

Known for our personalized gift wrap 
and exceptional customer care. 

Let our family help you shop for your family.

Fine Jewelry • Home Decor

and its event manager, BMF Media, did 
not tell them about it.

“And now the county wants to turn 

of a million dollars when there’s a cor
poration that did the bad acts sitting right 
there,” Fisher said.

Miralles said he “fully” relied on 
McLaren’s promise to get permission to 
hold the event.

“They said they would get all the per
mits,” he said. “I assumed they did that 
every single year and it would just be a 

RENTAL
From page 16A

formality.”
The hearing came after Simo and 

against McLaren and BMF Media, alleg
ing they were  responsible for securing the 
county permits for the shindig. 

After the complaint was moved to fed
eral court, the owners added as a defendant  
a local real estate company they said nego
tiated the contract with McLaren for the 
rental of the home. 

Porter’s role is to determine whether 
the county proved that Simo and Miralles 
violated the law, and whether the massive 

longer than 30 days, because of the holi
days, to issue a written ruling. 

Carmel Bach Festival many times, he’s 
the program manager for the festival’s 

integral part of the Carmel Bach Festival, 
one of the most prestigious early music 
festivals in the world,” Munay said. “His 
commitment to this festival mirrors his 
commitment to everything he does — 
showing up season after season, bringing 
excellence and heart, building something 

presence, deep artistry and pure joy to 
everything he touches.”

Grateful for support
Huizinga is also a member of Fire & 

guitarist William Coulter, and he teaches 
violin at the annual Big Sur Fiddle Camp. 

has recorded 10 albums, and he has per

ney” has so far raised more than $41,000. 
The goal is $75,000. He said he’s very 
grateful for the community’s help.

Friends launch fundraiser for violinist 
By CHRIS COUNTS

O
loved musicians is facing a tough battle 
with cancer, and his friends are raising 
money to help cover his medical expenses. 

month series of chemotherapy treatments 

director and one of the most generous souls 

resident and musician Deva Munay, who 
is organizing a gofundme.com campaign, 

month chemotherapy journey, and we’re 

with love and practical support.”
A native of Canada who has toured 

face on stages in Big Sur and the Monte

instrumentalist who has performed at the 
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J U L I E  R O T H ,  M S ,  C F P ® ,  C I M A ®

Julie believes understanding your finances is the key to
confidence. With a thoughtful, educational approach, Julie
loves translating advanced financial concepts into clear
actionable steps.

As a military veteran, Julie knows trust, integrity, and
commitment to service. She brings those same principles to
financial planning - helping each client create a personalized
path to success. Julie provides the clarity needed to help each
person understand their options and make confident, informed
choices that align with their goals.

We invite you to meet Julie and discover Integris Wealth
Management’s unique wealth management approach for
individuals and families, businesses, and non-profits.

Turn
complexity
into clarity.
F I N A N C I A L  P L A N N I N G  D O E S N ’ T  H A V E  T O
B E  C O M P L I C A T E D .

| 831.333.1717
| julie@integriswealth.com
| 435 Washington St, Ste A, Monterey, CA
| 60 W Alisal St, Ste 105, Salinas, CA

10746 Country Meadows Rd, Prunedale CA | 831. 275. 5121
www.countrymeadowsresidentialcare.com

Country Meadows is a 6-bed Residential Care facility for 

Our Services
Luxurious 
accommodations

Exceptional amenities
24 Hour Care
Social & Physical Activities
Medication Management

Transportation

QUALITY CARE 
FOR YOUR 
LOVED ONE signed and forgotten,” Rivas said in a 

statement announcing the effort, “The 
Outcomes Review tool empowers Assem-
bly members to evaluate real-world out-
comes, engage directly with residents, and 

a forward-looking approach to oversight 
that every 21st century legislature should 

-
tion, but it would be better if lawmakers 

Consequences
California politicians have a history 

of passing legislation without fully con-
sidering the consequences, and oversight 
to review those consequences has never 

gubernatorial candidate Katie Porter ham-
mered home at a forum in San Jose this 

sometimes in Sacramento from career pol-
iticians, people who pass these bills, to go 
back and look at them and make sure that 

Yes, oversight hearings exist, but only 

also a lot of material to review year after 

-
ered the number of bills each legislator was 

Under the program announced by Rivas, 
about a dozen laws will be up for review in 

SCRUTINY
From page 1A

sure charitable donations have their 

-
ing it easier to build affordable housing

-
ten with the goal of creating more housing 

housing permits statewide, showing that 
the laws are not solving the problems their 

-
ability, and a slew of new housing bills 
were passed in connection, creating plenty 

-

cost-of-living bills will also be on the list 

“Evaluating our progress is not only 
good governance, but essential for demo-
cratic transparency and accountability, so 

-
ing the Outcomes Review tool,” said the 

study of my AB 2847 on ratepayer trans-
parency for utilities, because this bill is 
part of my broader effort to bring utility 
costs down for our constituents who need a 

requirements for electric and gas utilities 
when seeking approval for long-term cap-

Whoopsies
Past laws in California designed to 

bring down consumer prices have unfortu-

was supposed to lower prices but instead 
caused electricity shortages and skyrock-

See LAWS next page
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Katy’s PlaceKaty’s Place®®

Recommended by: New York Times • In Style • Wine Spectator • Coastal Living • Travel & Leisure Golf
Bon Appetit Best of Year Issue • California travel guides from nearly all countries

Featured in Andrew Harper’s Hideaway Report of February, 2015

Voted Best Breakfast 12 timesOpen at 7:30 a.m.
Weekdays Close at 12:30 p.m.
Tuesday Close at 9:30 a.m.
Weekend Close at 12:45 p.m.
Closed Wednesday

Mission Street between 5th & 6th
Carmel-by-the-Sea

Tel (831) 624-0199
PO Box 7467

Carmel, CA 93921

BEST BREAKFAST IN CARMELBYTHESEA, Katy’s Place®, “A Carmel Tradition”, Our 43rd Year!
Recommended by Tonight Show Host Jimmy Fallon

Come experience what many foodies already know, Katy’s Place® — the incredible gourmet  breakfast and lunch restaurant

 that makes you want to come back every day. Amazing food, impeccable service, great atmosphere.

-
-

Unpredicted
-

LAWS
From previous page

- -

SILLY SWEATERS UNITE

-

-
-

Boutique Service. Local Experts. Compass Technology.

831.297.2388
DRE 01880765

831.915.8030
DRE 02127946

831.595.0009
DRE 02074629

*Per MLS data for Monterey County 09/03/2025. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number
01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price,
condition, sale, or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.



22A      The Carmel Pine Cone December 19, 2025

After 45 Wonderful Years…
I’m Retiring!

NOMADS RETIREMENT 
SALE
All Rugs 

50% OFF
Nomads Fine Rugs

486 Alvarado St., Monterey, California
( 831) 373 1009

Serving the Monterey Bay community has been one of the greatest 
joys of my life. I’m deeply grateful for all the friendships, memories, 
and support over the years.

Come say hello and find hundreds of fine handmade rugs — 
new and antique, in every size and color — now offered at huge 
retirement discounts.

In Memory of
Joan Kebeti (Kesler-Bell-Ticktin) KE-BE-TI

6/21/1931  5/19/2015
Joan Kesler was born to Orville Kesler and Virgina South Kesler in Columbus, 
Ohio. She was a graduate of West High School, Class of 1949. She married 
Douglas Wyle Bell in 1950 and had two children, Jeffrey D. Bell (Star Valley, AZ) 
and James W. Bell (Los Angeles, CA). Her grandchildren are Jerimiah Jeffrey Bell 
(deceased in 2013) and Nicholas James Bell 
of Diamond Bar, CA. Her only sister,  Mary 
Lou Kesler Barckhoff of Columbus, Ohio, 
passed away this year. She is also survived 
by a niece, Linda Merritt of Lancaster, Ohio.
Joan’s career in politics began at the 
Columbus City Hall as a typist, then to 
the Ohio State House as Minority Whip 
Secretary for many years. At The Ohio State 
House her daily interactions included such 
notables as A.G. Lancione, Anthony O. 
Calabrese Sr. and Vern Riffe.
Joan married again in 1967 to Harold 
Ticktin (Cleveland, Ohio) and moved to 
Shaker Heights, Ohio. While in Cleveland 
she served on many Democratic Party events 
and campaigned for many candidates 
including John Glenn. Her lifelong friend, 
Dolly Miller, was a constant ally. 
In 1974 she retired to Carmel, CA, where 
she worked with many businesses ie: Wide World of Golf, Excalibur R.E., Chianti 
Ristorante and individuals around the town. Her pastimes were taking walks along 
Scenic Drive, studying Chinese, growing a garden and enjoying coffees at Little 
Swiss Cafe with Oliver Ray.
This memorium serves as a small testimony to a woman who through wit, strength 
and fortitude was able to parlay, from small beginnings, a place on Carmel Beach.

Kindly submitted — her humble son
Jeffrey Bell

oil rigs, mostly in Southern California, 
that produce oil and gas. However, there’s 
been a prohibition on new leases since the 
1980s. 

DRILLING
From page 8A

Panetta and his colleagues contend 
that new oil and gas drilling would have 
“devastating impacts” on the environ-
ment, coastal economy, tourism and rec-
reation industries, and military readiness 
and defense infrastructure industries. The 
so-called “marine economy” in California, 

and shipbuilding, amounted to about $51 

billion in gross domestic product and $26.7 
billion in wages. Pollution from offshore 
drilling, the democrats claim, would “sig-

economy, hurting the entire country.”
“The economic well-being of these sec-

tors is dependent upon a healthy and clean 
coastline,” their letter said. “Further indus-
trialization off our coast will inevitably 

pollute our beaches, spelling disaster for 
California’s economy and detrimentally 
impacting the rest of the country, which 
relies on the state as an economic engine.”

California began abandoning offshore 
drilling in 1969 after an oil rig off the coast 
of Santa Barbara spilled 3 million gallons 
of crude oil into the ocean, killing thou-
sands of marine mammals and birds. 

-
nians,” according to Gov. Gavin New-

$14.6 billion in dedicated state funding for 
the state’s transportation infrastructure.”

Other efforts funded via the grants 
focus on lifesaving equipment for EMS, 
pedestrian and bicycle safety, and car seats, 
as well as several statewide efforts under-
taken by the California Highway Patrol, 
including DUI checkpoints, speed enforce-
ment, education for teen drivers, and 
reducing the number of illegal sideshows.

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

T
Safety distributed more than $140 million 
in federal taxpayer funds to nearly 500 
projects statewide to “increase roadway 
safety and save lives,” including $790,000 
for the Monterey County District Attor-

drug-impaired drivers.
The programs aim “to improve bicycle 

and pedestrian safety and provide critical 
education and enforcement programs that 

The Pine Cone has been a member of the 
Carmel Chamber of Commerce for more than 100 years.
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DR. SETH POLLACK

Dr. Seth Pollack, a fearless champion for social justice and peace for all, died on Friday, Dec. 5, 2025, 
in Pebble Beach, California. Husband, father, brother, friend, life-long learner, teacher, mentor and 

ardent cyclist, he seamlessly merged his values into every relationship in his life, whether personal 
or professional, community-based or academic, local or global. His life can also be read as the story 
of how relationships lie at the core of every strong community and are the surest way to repair the 
world. 

Seth was born Dec. 20, 1958, in Fresh Meadows, 
Queens, New York to Abe and Ellie Pollack. His 
older sister Lee was born one year before him, on 
the same date. In 1969, his family moved to Boulder, 
Colorado, and the beauty of this region and the 
friends that he made there occupied a special place 
in his heart throughout his life. Seth graduated one 
semester early from Boulder High School in 1976 
and spent the spring of his senior year working on 

of the broader world. After a gap year traveling in 
Europe, which further piqued his interest in other 
cultures and languages, he returned to enroll at the 
University of Colorado in Boulder. He left again to 
spend his junior year at the Institute for European 

in German and traveled throughout Europe and the 
Eastern bloc behind the Iron Curtain. He graduated 
with a B.A in International Affairs with Honors 
from CU Boulder in 1982. 
Never one to limit his curiosity, Seth then turned 
his interest to Africa. From 1982 to 1985 he served 
as a Peace Corps volunteer in Mali, working with 
women’s groups to develop conservation efforts 

in rural communities. He then spent an additional two years there (1985-1987) as the country 
director for the American Friends Service Committee, working with women’s cooperatives on 

independent women’s non-governmental organization, FEDEV: Femmes et Development. In Mali, he 

Seth often spoke about his years in Mali and how formative they were for him, both personally 
and professionally. The lessons that he took away from his time there — about how community 
strength and resilience are founded on relationships and connections — became a textbook for how 
he viewed the world. Even after Seth left Mali, Mali never left Seth, as he maintained and nurtured 
the relationships he had made, and continued to embrace the food, music, languages and traditions 
that he learned there. 
After returning to New York City in 1987, Seth began fundraising for an independent documentary 

The Quiet Revolution

success stories from Bangladesh, Nepal, Honduras, Zimbabwe, India and Arkansas. 
And then, in 1988, his world turned over when he met the great love and partner of his life, Naomi. 
They were married in Bridgehampton, New York in October 1990, and in lieu of a honeymoon they 

The Quiet Revolution. After returning 
to New York City, Seth worked for the New York Association for New Americans, where he taught 
English to Jewish Russian immigrants, while Naomi worked as a collection curator at the New 
York Botanical Garden. While in New York, Seth and Naomi continued to nurture their combined 
relationships and developed a deep connection to their synagogue community of B’nai Jeshurun, 

In 1993, Naomi and Seth took their adventure on the road as they headed to California, where Seth 
had enrolled in Stanford University’s Graduate School of Education. In 1997, he was awarded an M.A 
in Organizational Sociology and a Ph.D. in International Development Education. While at Stanford 
they developed many new friendships and created new communities. But most importantly, their 
Stanford years were book-ended by the births of Naomi and Seth’s two beloved daughters, Alex in 
1994, and Maya in 1997. 
In 1997, Seth and his family moved to Monterey, where he became the founding director and 
department chair of the Service Learning Institute at California State University Monterey Bay 
(CSUMB), a position he occupied throughout his 25-year career, eventually retiring as professor 
emeritus in 2022. During his time at CSUMB, he was instrumental in embedding experiential service 
learning across every department and major, advancing his vision of linking higher education to a 
community’s need for justice, equity and civic responsibility. Under his leadership, CSUMB received 
multiple national recognitions for its service learning program, including the 2015 Carnegie 

and the White House President’s Award for Community Service in Higher Education. The lessons 
that Seth learned in Mali, about the importance of developing local relationships and strengthening 
local communities through education and service, had now made it half way across the world, to 
California. 
During his time at CSUMB, Seth was also awarded two Fulbright Scholarships to fund sabbaticals 
at the University of Cape Town, South Africa from 2008 to 2009, and the University of Brighton, 
United Kingdom and University of Bologna, Italy (2017-2018). While in Italy, he developed a love 
of all things Italian, to include espresso, grappa, digestivos, cycling in the Dolomites, and the Italian 

Italian. 
Since retiring in 2022, in his usual fashion, Seth pursued his interests through the lens of relationship 
and community building. He was a huge sports fan and shared in both the victories and the losses 
of the CU Boulder Buffaloes, the Stanford Cardinal, the CSUMB Otters and the Tour de France sports 
communities. He loved world music, and especially the music of West Africa, for how it can magically 
connect people no matter what their native tongue. As a life-long cycler, he continued to ride daily, 
and led organized annual cycling tours to Slovenia and Italy. As the J Street liaison for Monterey, 
Seth advocated for a secure and just future for both Israelis and Palestinians — continuing to be a 

studies, to explore more fully the beauty and mystery of life. 
Seth loved to bring people together — to make you a coffee, offer you a drink, make you a meal, 
engage you in conversation, or bring you into a community project. And though he most certainly 
loved all of the communities that he belonged to, all of the relationships that he nurtured, and all of 
his many friends, his greatest love of all was, and forever will be reserved for his wife, Naomi and his 
two beloved daughters, Alex and Maya. 
Seth is survived by Naomi, Maya, Alex, son-in-law Luis, and his sister Lee. 

ELLYN GELSON
Encino, CA

May 2, 1944 - Nov.18, 2025

Prime rib, noodle kugel, lemon squares, chicken 
in the newspaper, the chicken that Jill doesn’t 
like; these were the foods she loved to cook. 
Rummikub, Gin, Farkle, Banangrams: these 
were the games she loved to play. Sitting in the 
sun, shopping at Gelson’s, going to the movies, 
reading the paper, and snuggling with her 
Pomeranian: these were the things she loved 
to do.

Ellyn (Kaplan-Feinstock-Vickman) Gelson was 
born in Miami Beach in 1944. She moved to Los 
Angeles in the 1960s and spent the majority of 
her life in Beverly Hills, Encino, and in Carmel-
by-the-Sea. She also loved to travel and visited 
all seven continents. Yes, seven! 

She was a woman who lit up the room. She 

generous and always on the go. Her greatest 
achievement was raising three spectacular 
children, Jill Feinstock (Bee), Joelle Feinstock 
Mertzel (Flerg), and Jordan Feinstock (Putch). 
To her grandchildren Aaron, Bridgette, and 
Trevor, she was Grandma Zippy, who took them 
to family camp every summer, treated them 
to don’t-worry-about-what-it-costs shopping 
trips, and made sure they had the very best 
education. To her lifelong friends of 70+ years, 
she was a “force” and always “the fun one.” She 
was lucky in love, having been the wife of Bob 
Feinstock, Bernie Gelson, Leon Vickman, and 
most recently, her late sweetheart Bill Roulette.  

Ellyn passed away peacefully at her Encino 
home on Nov. 18, 2025. She will be missed 
beyond words.

of video evidence that Pollack was struck and killed by the 
driver — whose name the CHP has still not released — 
when she turned in front of him.

“The house on the corner of Crespi and 17 has video 
cameras which captured the accident,” she said. “As I 
understand it, the CHP have gone back to the family to 
amend their previous statement. The video footage shows 
Professor Pollack headed northwest (coming down the 
hill) on 17 Mile Drive toward the Crespi intersection. It 
shows the driver coming toward him on the correct side 
of 17 but then, without slowing, turning to go up Crespi at 
the exact moment the professor was crossing. You can see 

‘Did nothing wrong’
Hall went on to describe the grim aftermath, including 

the fact that workers at a nearby construction site heard 
the collision and went to search for the victim but couldn’t 

was stopped several feet up Crespi.
“I do not know any more than that,” she said. “I 

just wanted to ensure the professor was not in any way 
maligned, that people know he did absolutely nothing 
wrong.”

patrol.
One of Pollack’s daughters reached out to The Pine 

Cone after being forwarded an inquiry from Winick, but 
she did not want to comment.

“I think it would be best for you to get any additional 
information from the CHP,” she said.

of the accident.

provided me with any additional information regarding 
this crash,” Bhaurla said Wednesday night.

investigation is complete.

BICYCLE CRASH
From page 1A

“The Pine Cone. Not the only great paper. 
Not the only free paper.

But the only great free paper.”
  — unsolicited reader comment
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DAVID PRESTON JONES
FEBRUARY 12, 1984 – NOVEMBER 15, 2025

Our beloved son David went home to be with the Lord on Nov. 15, 
2025. He was 41 years old. David, whose name means “beloved 

of God,” shared his middle name with 
his great-grandfather Preston Black. 
His early years were spent in Monterey, 
California where he learned to surf and 
love the freedom of the ocean. He 
attended Junipero Serra Elementary 
and graduated in 2002 from Palma 
High School. David is preceded in 
death by grandfathers George Schnarre 
and Norman Jones and grandmother, 
Lila Jones. In Monterey, he is survived 
by his mother, Cynthia Healy (Dan 
McGilloway); his grandmother, Sylvia 
Creed and his beloved dog, Sophia.

Later in life, David made his home in Clovis, California, where he met and 
married Amy, the mother of his three daughters. He made plumbing his 
career, but if you were to ask him what his greatest accomplishments 
were you might be compelled to listen, perhaps for hours describing 
his role as a father to Roxanne, Sabrina and Madelyn — he would tell 
you they were the greatest joy, love and purpose of his life. To know 
David was to feel his light. His laugh was contagious, his spirit wild and 
free, and he had a way of warming a room simply by entering it. He 
had a rare gift for making others feel good — through his humor, his 
mischievous grin, and his ability to get everyone laughing. He loved 
the outdoors and lived for adventure, whether rock climbing, deep-

carried excitement with him wherever he went. Then there were his 
hugs — those unforgettable “David hugs,” the kind that wrapped you 
up, made you feel safe and lingered in your heart. Children adored 
him; he was gentle, playful and naturally able to make them smile.

David is also survived by his father, Ronald Jones (Terri) of Georgia; 
his sister, Rachael Lund (Brian) of Tennessee; and his brother, Michael 

his Aunt Susie of Colorado and his Uncle George (Melinda) of Idaho.

As his name declares, David was absolutely loved by God, and also by 
everyone who knew him. His family expresses sincere gratitude to his 
friends, acquaintances, and those who stood by him on his life journey. 

fun-loving personality, he will never be forgotten.

In his memory, donations should be made to the SPCA of Monterey 
County, or to the Bloys Campmeeting Association of Jeff Davis County, 
Texas. Services to honor his life will be private.

MARIE ZENORINI CANEPA
Marie Zenorini Canepa, age 98, of  Carmel, CA, passed away on Dec. 12, 2025, surrounded by 
loving family.
Marie was born at home in 1927 in North Bergen, New Jersey, 
the daughter of  Joseph Zenorini and Catherine Micheletti Zenorini. 
Marie graduated from Holy Angels High School in 1942 where 
she was class president all four years and then went on to attend 
Marymount College and The Catherine Gibbs School for Executive 
Secretarial Training. After graduation, in addition to working for 
the Olivetti Corporation as an executive secretary to the president 
and for Seventeen Magazine, Marie was social secretary to 
Ambassador Richard C. Patterson, the Chief  of  Protocol for New 
York City. 
Marie married Michael Canepa in 1985 in New Jersey, with Fr Henry Zenorini officiating. They 
lived in Concord, MA prior to spending three years in Milan, Italy and in 1993 they settled in 
Carmel in their contemporary home that faces the ocean. Together they traveled the world, 
valued family above all and deeply loved and cherished each other. Marie was an award-winning 
painter, was the family historian, and spent much time volunteering at many local charities. 
Marie will be remembered as a model of  elegance who lived an extraordinary life and was 
profoundly loved by her family. 
Preceding Marie in death are her parents, Joseph and Catherine Zenorini; and brother-in-law,  
Bertram L. Conn. Remaining to cherish Marie’s memory are her spouse, Michael Canepa and his 
five children; their spouses and many grandchildren and great-grandchildren; along with sister, 
Arline Z. Conn; brother, Robert Zenorini, and her eight nieces and nephews, their spouses, 
children and grandchildren.

The funeral will begin at 9 a.m. Monday, Dec. 22, 2025, at the Carmel 
Mission, to be followed by a private burial at San Carlos Cemetery. 

Memorial donations in Marie’s memory may be directed to
The Fund For Homeless Women: https://www.fundforhomelesswomen.org

ROBERT MARK DVORAK
December 20, 1943 – November 22, 2020

Happy Birthday, my darling!

It really sinks in

When I see it in stone

You went away

How dare you?

I miss you

They say I’ll be okay

But I’m not going to

Ever

Get over

You

Lyrics to “Over You” By Miranda Lambert & Blake Shelton
copyright 2012

Carolyn Ann Schenk
Carolyn Ann Schenk was born 
on Oct. 11, 1940. She passed 
away on Nov. 30, 2025. 
A memorial Mass will be 
celebrated at 10:30 a.m. 
Jan. 7, 2026, at St. Angela 
Merici Catholic Church, 362 

A reception will follow.

in Carolyn’s memory are 
appreciated to the SPCA of 
Monterey County.

“Adequate and affordable housing is essential to eco-
nomic development, deeply entwined with economic 
health and workforce stability,” said Monterey Bay Eco-
nomic Partnership President & CEO Tahra Goraya.

Since 2016, MBEP has been working through policy 
advocacy, employer engagement, technical support and 
direct investment via the Monterey Bay Housing Trust to 
further housing that is attainable and affordable across all 

PACKARD FOUNDATION BOOSTS HOUSING EFFORTS
PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

THE MONTEREY Bay Economic Partnership 
received a two-year, $450,000 grant from the David and 
Lucile Packard Foundation this month in support of its 
efforts to promote stable, affordable housing in Monterey, 
Santa Cruz and San Benito counties and push policies that 
support it.

income levels.
“Over $50 million in new investments have been lev-

eraged over a decade to help build affordable homes in 
the region,” according to the organization. “MBEP works 
closely with builders, investors, local governments and 
community members, and has been a leading advocate in 
the region for projects that support the housing needs of 
the region’s agricultural, hospitality/tourism and health-
care workforce.”

Founded in 2015, the group works to improve eco-
nomic health and quality of life in the region.
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CAROLYN SNORF AKCAN
Oct. 11, 1961 – Nov. 18, 2025

Beloved wife, mother, daughter, sister, niece, aunt, cousin and friend, Carolyn 
Snorf Akcan passed away peacefully on Nov. 18, 2025, at home in Carmel, 
surrounded by her family. Carolyn will be remembered for her life of inspiration 
to others to travel, live creatively and kindly, and for her generous and loving 
spirit toward others. Her laughter, love of life and beauty were gifts to her 
family and friends. She always looked forward to time spent with family, 
especially on the Big Island of Hawaii, one of her happy places. As well as being 
an artist, Carolyn enjoyed finding art and treasures from local boutiques and 
second-hand shops. She faced her own 
challenges with an unwavering love 
of life and always had compassionate 
and encouraging words for friends and 
family members; nothing was too big or 
small to ask, and she would generously 
be there for them. Carolyn was grateful 
for a life full of wonderful experiences, 
and above all, loved her family dearly.

Carolyn was born in Chicago, Illinois, 
on Oct. 11, 1961, to Bertie and Charlie 
Snorf. The family moved to California 
in 1963, and Carolyn was raised in 
Pebble Beach and Carmel, along with 
her sisters Susan, Cynthia and Sally 
Jo. Carolyn attended Carmel River 
School, Carmel Middle School and 
graduated from Carmel High School in 
1979, where Carolyn was a cheerleader and ran track. She loved spending time 
with friends, family ski trips and developing her artistic talents. Carolyn earned 
a B.A. in Fine Arts from UC Berkeley, where she was a member of the Kappa 
Kappa Gamma Sorority and loved living in Berkeley — riding her bike around 
campus, going on long runs — a time of her life that she often recalled fondly. 
In her true adventure style, Carolyn attended the Semester at Sea University 
program while at Berkeley and the Brooks Institute for Photography in Santa 
Barbara. 

Carolyn met the love of her life, Zekai Akcan of Turkey, in 1996 while he was 
attending the Naval Postgraduate School in Monterey. After a long-distance 
romance over the next four years, with daily phone calls despite the time 
difference between California and Turkey, they were married on July 3, 2001, 
at their home in Carmel. This began a new and profound journey for them in 
which their commitment and love for each other remained unrelenting. They 
have two adored children, Rose and Peter Akcan, and have been married for 24 
years. Carolyn was a devoted mother to her children, keeping almost all of her 
children’s art and framing many of their paintings to hang around the house. 
She volunteered at Bay School and Carmel River School to be involved in their 
lives. She was so very proud of each of them, and they will never forget the 
unconditional love she brought to their lives.

Carolyn is survived by husband, Zekai Akcan; children, Rose and Peter; her 
mother, Bertie Bialek Elliott and sisters, Susan Snorf Lansbury (James) and 
Cynthia Snorf Livermore (Richard); one niece and nine nephews — Charles 
(Kat), Robert, Galen (Adrianna), William and Thomas Lansbury; Cadillac 
(Sanna), Berkshire, Everest (Trish) Zak, and Cascade (Zach) Dewitt; Taha Berk; 
four great-nieces and nephews; along with mother- and father-in-law Zeynep 
and Ali Akcan; and sisters-in-law, Zehra (Coşkun) Berk and Banu Akcan. 
Carolyn was predeceased by her father, Charles Snorf (1930-2020), and sister 
Sally Jo Snorf (1968-1975). 

In her poem “The Summer Day,” Mary Oliver writes: 

“Doesn’t everything die at last, and too soon?
Tell me, what is it you plan to do

With your one wild and precious life?”

KATHLEEN MARGUERITE GEISLER
Feb. 17, 1948 Nov. 30, 2025

With deep love and sorrow, we announce the passing of Kathleen Marguerite 
Geisler, who departed this life peacefully on the evening of Nov. 30th due 

to complications from Alzheimer’s. Born 
on Feb. 17, 1948, in Brussels, Belgium, 
Kathleen lived a life defined by compassion, 
dedication and joy.

A proud mother and devoted grandmother, 
Kathleen’s greatest passion was her 
family. She is lovingly remembered by her 
children, Carolyne (Greg), David (Allison), 
and Jonathan (Sasha); her six cherished 
grandchildren and her husband, Frank. 
She also leaves behind her brothers, Marc 
(Michele) and Serge (Emma), her sister, 
Danielle (Philippe) and numerous nieces 
and nephews. Her nurturing spirit and 
unwavering support were a constant source 
of strength and warmth in their lives.

Once arrived in Carmel, California in 
1981 from Belgium, Kathleen found 
great fulfillment in her career as a 
nurse for 22 years at Community 
Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula. 

Driven by a deep sense of service, 
Kathleen dedicated herself to 
dozens of humanitarian missions 
through Rotaplast. She dedicated 
her time and heart to volunteering 
alongside medical professionals 
around the world, providing life-
changing plastic surgery for 
children born with cleft lips and 
palates. She traveled to under-
served communities in remote 
and developing countries to help 
restore not only the smiles of these children but also their ability to speak, 
eat and live with confidence. Working as part of a multidisciplinary team, 
she supported surgeons, nurses and local healthcare providers, offering 

care that transformed lives. 
Her selfless commitment 
brought healing, hope, and 
dignity to families who 
might otherwise go without 
access to such vital medical 
services. She was a member 
of Carmel-by-the-Sea Rotary 
Club.

Kathleen was a lifelong lover 
of the outdoors. Whether 
hiking through forest trails, 
walking along a quiet 
beach, or paddling across 
still waters in her kayak, she 
found peace and purpose in 
nature’s embrace. Her deep 
connection to the natural 
world was not only a source 
of personal joy but a gift she 
readily shared with those 
around her.

She will be deeply missed, 
her enduring spirit reflected 
in the natural world she loved 
as well as in her family. Her 
presence was comforting, 
her laughter contagious and 

her love unwavering.

A celebration of Kathleen’s life will be held at a later date. In lieu of flowers, 
the family asks that you honor her memory by offering a helping hand, 
share a warm smile, or simply take the time to truly listen — let it be done 
with the same quiet grace and generosity that Kathleen gave so freely in 
life.

would increase by 100. For instance, 
houses between Fourth and Fifth avenues 
would have three-digit addresses starting 
with 4. After running out of three-digit 
numbers, the addresses would shift to four 
digits. Heading from the ocean inland, 
blocks would increase by increments of 50, 
since they are shorter.

Diagonal streets will be assigned 
according to north-south or east-west ori-
entations based on various factors, and 

ADDRESS MAP
From page 1A

corner houses will have addresses based on 
where their front doors are located.

In addition, all the addresses along each 
side of a street will end in the same num-
ber, such as on Monte Verde, where each 
will end in 1 on the west side and 2 on the 
east side.

Residences in the annexed areas of the 
city that already have numbers and are not 
in the 93921 Zip Code will not be affected.

Not yet
In January, after city hall reopens fol-

lowing its holiday closure, Swanson said 
the map will be brought online “to show 
the tentative address that you’re going to 

get,” and Delves, Garay and Kevin Ruess, 
who is largely credited with designing the 
proposed numbering scheme, will hold 

about it.
“We can answer questions for people 

and have laptops available for people to 
access the map in real time,” he said. 

Of course, the map will be emblazoned 
with a disclaimer advising people not to 
start using their numbers until they are 

several months.

whether people like their would-be 
numbers. 

They do want to hear about any accu-
racy issues that arise, such as a residence 
straddling two APNs being assigned two 
numbers, or a corner house receiving an 
address on one street when the home’s 
front door is on the other.

Swanson speculated the map will go 
live and council chambers will be open for 
walk-ins with questions starting the week 
of Jan. 12 or Jan. 19, 2026.
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BEST of BATESEditorial

The economy is you
NOTHING IS discussed more than “the economy,” yet no matter how 

executives and media pundits debate stock prices, interest rates, unemploy-

a vital role.
The economy is often portrayed as a massive, inscrutable machine—

it? Opinions abound, but certainty is scarce. Still, at its core, the economy is 
remarkably straightforward.

Every day, each of us makes countless decisions about how to spend our 
time and money. Collectively, the choices of more than 340 million Amer-
icans — buying, selling, working and creating — form what we call “the 
economy.” Money circulates in a vast loop. People purchase what they need 
or desire, while selling their labor, skills, or possessions. Through hard 
work, talent and creativity, these millions of individuals generate wealth. 

-

the same one that pays you tomorrow.
This delicate interplay was starkly revealed in the aftermath of the 9/11 

terror attacks, when Americans collectively paused in shock and grief at the 
horror unfolding on their soil. For days, the nation was paralyzed by sorrow. 
The economy screeched to a halt as hundreds of millions of people stopped 

-

Restaurants, hotels, and shopping centers remained open, and people could 
have dined, traveled and shopped like they were used to, but they simply 

-
-

omy is thriving — and whether it stays that way depends as much on you as 
on anyone else.

-
nity vitality. Residents of the Monterey Peninsula, for instance, rightly fret 

quality of life we all cherish goes beyond attending council meetings and 

another lesson about what constitutes the economy and what you can do to 
help it succeed. Put down your mouse, pick up your wallet, and instead of 

you love.

during his tenure. It is fair to ask how a 
retirement package equal to roughly 10 
percent of funds raised was determined, 
and whether donors understood that con-
nection. Stevenson charges top-tier tuition 
and is unapologetic about asking for dona-

-
tion for transparency. 

Albert Innocenti, Carmel

Juvenile crime
Dear Editor,

Your recent article suggests that Cali-
-

nile offenders and that a tougher sen-
tencing approach is needed. This claim 
overlooks decades of data and a strong 
body of research showing that harsher 
punishment does not produce better pub-
lic-safety outcomes.

fallen dramatically. Felony arrests of 
minors have declined more than 80 percent 
over the last two decades. Although some 
recent cases are deeply troubling, they do 

perception, but long-term data tell a differ-
ent story.

reduce reoffending. In fact, youth who are 
incarcerated often fare worse in adulthood 
than comparable youth placed in struc-
tured community programs or probation. 

Stevenson’s payouts
Dear Editor,

former headmaster brings into focus an 
uncomfortable question about priorities at 
one of the most expensive private schools 
in the country.

According to the article, the dispute 
centers in part on a severance package of 

institution that regularly asks parents 
and alumni to give generously, that is an 

-
tions, are families aware that leadership 
departures can involve payouts measured 
in millions? Are parents still holding bake 
sales for arts programs while executives 

If that number feels startling, it is worth 
recalling that this is not new. As The Pine 

See LETTERS page 31A
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Dr. Derek E. N. Barkalow, MA, DC
550 Camino El Estero, Suite 103 - Monterey, CA

(P) 831.655.3232     (F) 831.655.3443
www.drbarkalow.com

We offer comprehensive care & focused techniques. 
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Medicare, Aspire Advantage and most major insurances, 
with special discounts for California Care.

A Healthy Spine is the 
Foundation of a Healthy Life

Since joining the board of the historic 
park association in 2019 — after two years 

volunteering with the group 
— Sheridan has supported 
the repair and restoration of 
a dozen 19th century ado-
bes, among them Colton 
Hall, known as the birth-
place of California, and 

the state’s oldest surviving theater. She is 
also president of the Alliance of Monterey 

THE THING most people want 
to know about Mimi Sheridan, an 
architecture and landscape histo-
rian and respected cultural preser-
vationist, is whether she can please 
point them to the nearest bathroom. 
The question is unavoidable at the 
Custom House Store, smack-dab 
between the Portola Hotel and Old 
Fisherman’s Wharf, where Sheridan 
volunteers several days each week 
as shopkeeper. Her consolation is 
that people who come to Monte-
rey looking for otters, pelicans and 
equally photogenic scenery often 
pass through the city’s historic cen-
ter. Many end up lingering on the 
Path of History in the sprawling 
Monterey State Historic Park, which 
doesn’t surprise her. 

‘Their own way in’
Sheridan has a lot of practice 

with tough crowds, but unlike the 
many developers and government 
entities she’s dealt with, tourists 
don’t seem to mind when some old 
building gets in the way of their ini-
tial plans.

“Even if they don’t care about the dates 
of the Norman Conquest of England or 

whatever, really everyone is interested 

way in,” Sheridan said. 

From the mayor’s desk — 

her showing up and sharing her perspec-
tive and don’t hold grudges or judge people 
for being passionate. I like pickleball. The 
issue the council faced was not the sport, 
it was the noise and congestion impacts at 

the neighborhood.
As we talked, I noticed two other advo-

cates in line who had also spoken at the 
meeting. We discussed that I had publicly 
committed, in a KSBW interview, to keep 

-
ter location. I invited them to meet me at 
Carmel Middle School later that week to 
explore options, and they said they would.

The UPS Store, another 
perspective

My next stop that day was the UPS 
Store. Standing in line ahead of me were 
two Forest Hill Park neighbors who had 
been on the other side of the debate. We 
had a friendly conversation, and I shared 

It was a reminder that these issues are per-
sonal, shared, and something we need to 
address with empathy.

Phoning another advocate, I had a pro-
ductive discussion and her agreement to 

  One conversation at a time
By DALE BYRNE

EVERY WEEK, ideas and possible 
solutions to the challenges facing our vil-

through meetings and workshops, but 
often they arrive through chance encoun-
ters and quick conversations. Call it good 
timing, or the payoff of listening with an 
open mind, but it happens.

On a recent Sunday morning, I stopped 
by La Bicyclette for a latte before my 
KMBY radio broadcast at Little Napoli. 
Local business owner Judy Ivey waved 
me over and shared an idea that the vacant 
Prim’s Hardware building on Carmel Ran-
cho Boulevard could become an indoor 
pickleball facility. It was the kind of prac-
tical suggestion that only surfaces in a per-
son-to-person conversation, and I’m fol-
lowing up on it.

in line ahead of me was one of the pickle-
ball advocates from a recent city council 
meeting. After some small talk, she cau-
tiously said, “I guess I’m not one of your 
favorite people right now.”

I told her honestly I wasn’t sure why 
she would feel that way. We appreciated See MAYOR page 30A

Great Lives
By LILY PATTERSON

See LIVES next page

The Lorax speaks for the trees, 
but who speaks for the adobes?

when the teen was in desperate need.
“We had a dysfunctional family. My 

father was an alcoholic and was having 
trouble maintaining a sensible living stan-
dard for all of us,” said Partch, who had 
two older sisters — Phyllis and Penelope 
(a talented plein-air artist in Carmel Val-
ley), and big brother Tim, a year-and-a-half 

older. 

Complications from alco-
hol abuse took their father’s 
life when Peter was 18. 

“That was a tragic expe-
rience for me. So, in a way, I was looking 

Marian came at the right time to inspire 
me to a better world,” recalled Partch, who 
was a student, apprentice and assistant to 
Weygers for four years.

He would learn that his mentor had 
-

Army intelligence and designed a “discop-
ter” that could be used for surveillance, 
along with shelters that were resistant to 
falling bombs.

(Bloomberg.com remembered Weygers 
in a 2018 article — available online — 
entitled “The Forgotten Legend of Silicon 
Valley’s Flying Saucer Man.”)

“He was a true genius in his ability to 

visualize possibilities,” said Partch, who 

Weygers, foraging for marble from the Big 
Sur and Little Sur rivers.

The young student learned at the knee 
of the master stone- and woodcarver, who 
also taught him how to make his own carv-
ing tools.

Partch later associated with Wah Ming 
Chang, a designer, sculptor and artist who 
gained Hollywood fame for designing 
props and models for the original “Star 

included “The Time Machine,” “Pinoc-
chio,” “Bambi,” “The King and I,” “Cleo-
patra,” “Planet of the Apes,” “Star Trek V: 
The Final Frontier,” and many others.

“He was one of the greatest artists 

PACIFIC GROVE sculptor Peter 
Partch cannot tell the story of his life and 
artistic career without introducing the lis-
tener to the great and generous people who 
fortuitously came into his world at oppor-
tune times.

They shaped his worldview, taught him 
the meaning of passion, discipline and cre-

ativity and showed him what genius looks 
like.

The Peninsula native and Monterey 
High product (Class of 1968) guesses he 
was 12 or 13 years old when he had his 

to school.
“All of a sudden, I had a feeling of one-

ness with everything. All the plants, the 
animals, the people … we were all one 
thing,” Partch remembered. “At that young 
age, I believed I had seen the real source 
of truth in the world, and felt transformed 
by it.”

Serendipitous occurrences through 
the years reinforced a philosophy that all 
things are connected, 
as in the summer of 
’65, when he con-
vinced his father to 
drive him into Car-
mel Valley to meet 
well-known sculptor 
Alexander Weygers.

“As we drove 
onto his property, I 
remember thinking, 
‘Can this be real?’ It 
was amazing … mag-
ical,” Partch remem-
bered. “Everything I 
saw was in rounded 
shapes — nothing 
was square. I was see-
ing buildings made 
entirely from cast-off 
materials — things 
that were going to 
be thrown away or 
burned by the Cummings brothers at their 
mill at the mouth of Carmel Valley.”

Partch would come to learn that Wey-
gers and his wife, Marian, were self-styled 
ecologists — all about sustainability — 
long before “saving the planet” was a 
conversation.

After the artist graciously gave the 
youngster and his father an eye-popping 
tour of his property, workspace and sculp-
tures, Partch enthusiastically expressed 
interest in taking a workshop from 
Weygers.

“Well, I have one rule — you have to 
be 16 years old,” the sculptor said, leaving 
15-year-old Peter with only one reasonable 
course of action:

“I lied,” Partch confessed — with no 
hint of remorse — six decades later. 

artist not only became his teacher, he also 

Carmel’s Artists
By DENNIS TAYLOR

THE LEGACY OF A CREATIVE
COMMUNITY IS ALWAYS ON HIS MIND

See ARTIST page 30A

Pacific Grove resident Mimi Sheridan, 77, pictured at a 
favorite historical haunt, the Social Hall at Asilomar.

PHOTO/LILY PATTERSON

Pacific Grove sculptor Peter Partch poses with a work in progress, carved 
from a piece of marble he collected more than 40 years ago.

PHOTO/DENNIS TAYLOR

Help Wanted
The Carmel Pine Cone is looking for a full-time sales representative to help ex-
pand our business. Experience in print advertising, i.e., magazine or newsprint, 
is preferred.

• 2-5 years of experience developing and growing an advertising client base
• A proven record of successful business development
• Excellent communication skills, solid work ethic and a desire to be part of a team
• Familiarity with the business community on the Monterey Peninsula

customer service, creating ad campaigns, and working with in-house production staff. 

Send resume to jackie@carmelpinecone.com        No phone calls

The Carmel Pine Cone
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an award winning gallery of fine designer jewelry • since 1977

Ladyfingers Jewelry
on Dolores near Ocean • Carmel-by-the-Sea, CA • 831.624.2327

www.ladyfingersjewelry.com

Extraordinary Jewelry for 
Extraordinary People

Preservationists, a 150-member group 
which mobilizes as needed to petition local 
boards and appear at public meetings to 
vouch for cultural assets under threat of 
demolition or development.

The Cooper-Molera Adobe across from 
the Monterey-Salinas Transit hub in Mon-
terey is one recent victory. The preserva-
tionists alliance advocated for shared use 
of the 1830s-era property and assisted the 
Monterey State Historic Park Association 

in time for 2023’s Christmas in the Ado-
bes, its biggest fundraiser of the year. Fol-
lowing a comprehensive restoration that 
wrapped this summer, Cooper-Molera is 

a venue for weddings and private events, 
and there’s usually a long line to get inside 
the main building, where Alta Bakery set 
up shop in 2019.

History passed down
-

ured out how to tell old stories in a way that 
matters to modern people and adds value to 
their lives, and she relishes the responsibil-
ity. She trains docents, programs tours and 
shares her research with a diverse mix of 
students. Donations to the Monterey State 
Historic Park Association, Sheridan noted, 
support Los Exploradores summer camp 
and year-round educational programs for 
elementary-school kids in and outside of 
Monterey County, even sponsoring bus 
costs if necessary. Sheridan frequently 
buses herself to CSU Monterey Bay, where 
she delivers original talks on neighborhood 

continuing education program for seniors.
As kids, Sheridan and her two brothers 

had no choice but to enjoy history. Dinner 
conversations were a steady diet of what-

father, a lawyer, was reading at the time. 

LIVES
From previous page

His relationship to the past so impressed 
Sheridan that majoring in history was 
the obvious choice when she enrolled at 
UC Santa Barbara, not far from family in 
Manhattan Beach. She graduated in 1970, 
earned a master’s in education administra-
tion from the University of Washington, 
and tried a few careers, eventually settling 

-

Planning Seattle
She met experts in transportation, waste 

management and urban development, as 
well as specialists whose aims occasion-
ally seemed at odds with the rest. They 
conducted environmental impact reports 
and historic surveys and asked incon-
venient questions, and their successes 
intrigued her. Here was a serious vocation  
for a history major. Not only that, Seattle 
was undergoing such rapid development 
in the 1990s that once-in-a-career projects 

-
ing the total renovation of the downtown 
waterfront, the seawall underneath it, and 
the new Washington State Highway 99 
tunnel below that. 

In 1994, Sheridan walked out of the 
University of Washington with her second 
master’s degree, this one in urban planning 
and historic preservation, and went to work 

-
ing independently as the Sheridan Group, 
and the following decades entangled her 
in some of the city’s most transformative 
undertakings. Notably, her reports were 
part of the effort that paved the way for the 
modern Waterfront District, now home to a 
20-acre public park.

Contracted primarily for government 
work, Sheridan was also recruited by pri-
vate developers and citizens groups to 

of Fremont and Queen Anne, where she 
-

ton to survey every building on campus. 
She registered 2,000 cultural landmarks 

Continues next page
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Come visit our huge showroom at 
2090 North Fremont Street Monterey, CA 93940, 
next to the Monterey Fairgrounds, 
Located on the corner of Fremont and Casa Verde
831-392-1111 | www.spasbythebay.com | Monday-Saturday 10-5

2025 FLOOR 
MODEL SALE

Discover quality you can 
feel - at prices you’ll love.

Exclusions apply.

UP TO 
20% OFF
While Supplies Last

*exclusions apply

in the state’s public database, opined on a 10-mile exten-
sion of the light rail system and helped establish Whidbey 
Island as a national historic landmark and nature reserve, a 
beautiful place to admire the skyline across Puget Sound.

‘Layers of history’

after her husband died. Whenever she traveled back to 

point of stopping in Monterey and realized the Peninsula 

history.” 
-

parks. Landscapes fascinated her in the early days of her 
career, especially those designed by Frederick Olmsted 

tours and educational programs she organized. 
Frank Olmsted’s supposed involvement in the Memory 

experience, she doubted he had designed it, so she pored 

architect.

Christmas in the Adobes

imprinted the family legacy by restoring it,” Sheridan 

Park, Ryan Ranch, Casa del Oro, the site of the Monterey 

accomplishments. 

-

From previous page -

And in Old Monterey, Christmas in the Adobes is a 
-

ing right through it. This year, as it has for decades, its live 
musicians, costumed reenactors and performers brought 

-
toric Park adobes, all decked out for the holidays. The 

park’s biggest fundraiser for 40 years running, Sheridan 

can get involved. The great thing, Sheridan tells them, is 
that they have options, from volunteering at the Custom 

even mending the park’s period-authentic costumes. And 

Ben Heinrich 831.915.7415 ◆ Carole Heinrich 831.601.9019
Zach Brooksher 831.250.3399 ◆ Isabel Brooksher 831.250.3866
Courtney Brooksher 831.317.6336 | www. HeinrichBrooksher.com
DRE#00584641, DRE#01069022, DRE#01988208, DRE#02080988, DRE#02246723

Honoring Home, Family & Community

Warmest holiday wishes to our community 
Wishing you joy, good cheer, and a wonderful year ahead. Happy Holidays!
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Step into a warm and whimsical wonderland at Traps for the Holidays, 
the ultimate pop-up bar experience. Sip on delightfully crafted 

DEC 1ST               28TH
5PM TO 12AM NIGHTLY
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we’ve ever seen in the Western world, and he was one of 
my mentors,” Partch said of Chang, who was a Carmel 
Valley resident from 1970 until 2003, when he died.

“I was peripherally involved with Wah, helping him 
with bronze casting, mold-making and all the natural pro-
cesses you acquire as a sculptor.”

 Michelangelo’s quarry

Newell, a sculptor and painter who welcomed sculpture 
students into his studio at 444 Cannery Row in the early 
1970s.

lives — mine included,” he said of the artist, whose well-

“I can’t even describe how powerfully focused and 
gifted he was and how much of himself he gave to other 
artists, allowing us to come into his studio, hang out and 
use his hammers and chisels to make things.

“I learned a lot from him — how to articulate stone … 

in alabaster.” 

before he left Monterey High. He felt no need to consider 
college.

His skills have included blacksmithing (learned from 
Weygers, a master blacksmith), marble, bronze and wood 
art, and jewelry — work that is mostly privately owned.

He enhanced his abilities with two trips to Pietrasanta, 
Italy in 2001 and 2003, studying with master sculptors and 
collecting marble from the same quarry where Michelan-
gelo found his materials.

-
insula College teacher of English as a second language, 
accompanied him both times.

At 75, Partch is in his 17th year of a battle with Parkin-

vision and causes tremors in his hands. 
But he is still carving marble in the backyard of the 

Artist and writer
Their two sons are also artistic: Colin earned two mas-

ter’s degrees from UC Berkeley, one in creative writing. 
Scott is a talented graphic artist.

And, like his mentors, Partch gave back to the art form 
he loves.

“I taught sculpture at MPC for 18 years, and decided I 
had to stop after I was diagnosed,” he said. 

loved it  — I couldn’t believe they actually paid me to do 
that,” he said. “But I also believed that I needed to be all 
there for my students, 100 percent.

“I’m doing pretty well,” Partch said. “Sometimes 
my mobility is challenged — there are ups and downs 
— but some days you wouldn’t have a clue that I have 
Parkinson’s.”

-

More examples of his art can be viewed on his Face-
book page at Peter Partch Sculpture and Tools. 

Dennis Taylor is a freelance writer in Monterey County. 
Contact him at scribelaureate@gmail.com.

ARTIST
From page 27A

meet at the middle school, plus another possible site she 

trip. As one of the advocates wrote in a follow-up email, 

These moments are not unusual, especially if you walk 
the village and engage with the community. They happen 
because we make space for them, and I suspect they hap-
pen for all of our council and commission members. When 
you keep an open mind, listen to all sides and avoid attach-
ing personal feelings to policy disagreements, solutions 

 Beyond pickleball

I have seen this play out in business vitality, beach 
safety, and community engagement. Meeting a group of 
young lifeguards on Carmel Beach led to preliminary 
conversations with State Parks. Visits from communities 
in Australia and Spain sparked research into sister cities. 

-
sations with the school district about their adjacent vacant 
lot. Somehow, at the right time and place, the next piece of 
the puzzle may pop up. Our job is simply to listen, connect 
the dots and keep moving us forward together. Hope you 
all have a nice holiday season! 

To hear a podcast generated from this column go to cli.
re/serendipity.

Dale Byrne is mayor of Carmel-by-the-Sea. His email 
is dbyrne@cbts.us.

MAYOR
From page 27A

Andy Nygard  I  831-915-2863 
hauteshelter.com

Haute Shelter Property Management Inc. 
DRE # 02065719

Celebrate Together

Property 
Management 

Vacation Rental 
Management 

Small Event 
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Sales
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Celebrate
THE NEW YEAR

THE SARDINE FACTORY | 701 WAVE STREET, MONTEREY 
FREE PARKING | sardinefactory.com | 831.373.3775 

SERVED BOTH NEW YEAR’S EVE AND NEW YEAR’S DAY
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2025 & THURSDAY, JANUARY 1, 2026

SERVING FROM 4:30 PM

S O U P

LOBSTER BISQUE
cognac & sherry, crème fraîche, chives

S A L A D

WINTER CAPRESE SALAD
golden beets, mozzarella di bufala, fresh basil leaves, Big Sur sea salt,

cracked pepper, Tonda Iblea olive oil, white balsamic pearls

C H O I C E  O F  E N T R É E

14 OZ. ROASTED MAINE LOBSTER TAIL, CLARIFIED BUTTER 
garlic-herb roasted Yukon Gold potatoes, sweet corn succotash (add 19)

GRILLED GULF PRAWNS, ARUGULA PESTO
wild mushrooms & tomatoes, garlic, smoked trout roe, 

white wine butter sauce on capellini pasta

GREATER OMAHA 50-DAY AGED FILET MIGNON, DEMI SAUCE
truffle potato pavé, truffle pearls, asparagus, fried shallots, 

red wine veal demi-glace

C H O I C E  O F  D E S S E R T

OUR FAMOUS CLASSIC CHERRIES JUBILEE
rich vanilla bean ice cream, flamed warm black cherries,

cinnamon, Kirshwasser

GODIVA CHOCOLATE CHEESECAKE
layers of chocolate cream cheese, chocolate mousse, cocoa & 

flourless chocolate crust

THE PHOENIX'S KISS
chocolate cake, raspberry mousse, white chocolate raspberry glaze, toasted 

meringue, pistachio streusel, fresh berries, edible flowers

Four-Course Prix Fixe

~ $ PER PERSON ~
WE WILL ALSO BE SERVING LIMITED A LA CARTE & CHILDREN’S MENUS 

Reservations are recommended

VOTED BEST RESTAURANT IN
 M

ONTEREY COUNTY

BY M
ONTEREY COUNTY W

EEKLY
 READERS

Adolescents are still developing impulse 
control and decision-making skills, which 
is why the justice system has traditionally 
emphasized rehabilitation — not as leni-
ency, but as the most effective path to safer 
communities.

Finally, California courts and lawmak-
ers have responded to modern neurosci-
ence and Supreme Court guidance recog-
nizing that juveniles are both less culpable 
for and more capable of change. This is not 
ideological softness; it is evidence-based 
policy.

We should hold young offenders 
accountable. But accountability is not 
the same as simply increasing sentence 
lengths. If our goal is long-term public 
safety, then interventions that steer youth 
away from a lifetime of criminal involve-
ment are far more effective than poli-
cies that satisfy public frustration in the 
moment but fail to reduce crime.

Thomas F. Lee, Monterey

Christmas display
Dear Editor,   

The depiction of a man holding a gun is 
not a good image for a Christmas dis-
play. “Peace on Earth, Good Will to All” is 
the original and eternal message of Christ-
mas. Shame on whomever created and pro-
moted that gory and dangerously nihilistic 
last-century garbage — especially as part 
of a traditional Christmas display aimed at 
children. Shame!

Katharina Harlow, Carmel

Display and violence
Dear Editor,

Thank you for the article in the Dec. 12, 
2025 issue, “Is it Christmas décor or gun 
violence?”

what you do and how you do it is looked 
at with a magnifying glass. No matter 
what, you will always be under a cloud of 

LETTERS
From page 26A

scrutiny.
I was quite disappointed to read the 

details of the article regarding, in my opin-
ion, the inappropriate holiday decor dis-

school board.
In a time like today, I feel as a soci-

ety, we must protect our children from all 
forms of violence, especially gun violence. 
We need to continue to send a message that 
as a community we have zero tolerance for 
violence. 

-
ing what was described in the article as a 

-
ure’s shirt, by all means did not send the 
type of holiday cheer that anyone, espe-
cially children, would understand, let alone 
be exposed to.  

Thoughtful consideration and respon-
sible context are essential to protect chil-
dren’s well-being and promote healthy, 
nonviolent values.  Children exposed to 
casual displays of guns may be prone to 
imitate gun-related behaviors during play, 
which possibly could blur the line between 
playing and real danger.

It is ironic that in this issue of The Pine 
Cone, front page, there is an article about 
a CHS graduate waiting to hear whether 
a 33-minute documentary he helped pro-
duce, “All The Empty Rooms,” will 
receive an Academy Award.  

The documentary visits the bedrooms 
of four of the 70 children who have died 
in school shootings since 2019 — a small 
fraction of the 200-plus killed in school 
shootings since the 1999 Columbine High 
School massacre.

Shortly after this issue of The Pine 
Cone was released, there were two mass 
shootings, one at Brown University and the 
other at Bondi Beach in Australia.

This form of violence will most likely 
never go away.  It stresses the impor-
tance that as adults and parents, we must 
teach our children and be the example that 
any form of violence, no matter how it’s 

See MORE LETTERS page 38A

featuring
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Mike Canning | Jessica Canning | Nic Canning | Nancy Canning | Ellen Armstrong |  Anita Jones | Caroline Garcia | Anthony Garcia

team@canningproperties.com | 831.241.4458 | CanningProperties.com

© 2025 Sotheby’s International Realty. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark and used with permission. Each Sotheby’s International Realty office is independently owned and operated, 
except those operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. All offerings are subject to errors, omissions, changes including price or withdrawal without notice. Equal Housing Opportunity. SIR CA DRE 00899496, Mike Canning 
DRE: 01004964, Jessica Canning DRE: 01920034, Nic Canning DRE: 01959355, Ellen Armstrong DRE:02046046, Anita Jones DRE: 01926760, Unlicensed Assistants: Nancy Canning, Anthony Garcia & Caroline Garcia.

The
#1 TEAM in 2020, 2021, and 2022

TOP 10 TEAM for Sotheby’s International Realty Nationwide for 9 years

Access the Unlisted 
Some of the Peninsula’s finest homes never hit the open market 
Scan the QR code to sign up for access to upcoming and off-market listings

• 4 LISTINGS IN PEBBLE BEACH

• 9 LISTINGS IN CARMEL

• 4 LISTINGS IN CARMEL VALLEY

• 2 LISTINGS IN MONTEREY

Your Retreat in Carmel Awaits
8044Poplar.com

QUAIL LODGE

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY 12/20 1-3PM

MARKET SNAPSHOT

The Holiday Season Slowdown Has Begun 
“The market progressed steadily this week with 2 new listings, including one off market in Pebble, 

and 2 listings coming back to the market after getting pulled from MLS. There are buyers in town 

that will make the leap, if the house is a perfect fit. There were 3 new escrows in our area and 3 that 

closed, including one in the Golden Rectangle for $6.1M. We’re seeing more listings rest off MLS, as 

is typical this time of year, with 11 houses withdrawing from MLS. You can anticipate a majority of 

these to come back after the New year.”

JESSICA CANNING
CANNING PROPERTIES GROUP
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“Very Grateful”
“I am very grateful for Healing Partners 

of the Central Coast and Healing Touch. 
This program offers such a supportive, 
non-invasive way to navigate through 

the challenges of cancer.”

Healing Partners of the Central Coast (HPCC) provides cancer 
patients with free Healing Touch (HT) supportive care. Our 
highly qualified team of compassionate Providers have delivered 
over 9500 HT sessions. HT is proven to help patients manage 
the side effects of cancer treatments — including chemotherapy, 
radiation, and surgery — while increasing quality of  life.

HPCC is honored to be participating in Monterey County 
Gives! 2025 Fundraising Campaign, which runs now through 
December 31, 2025. We welcome your support to continue to 
expand this life-changing service.

DONATE NOW

www.montereycountygives.com/healing 
or use QR code

Together, we are stronger than cancer.

To learn more about HPCC’s services and mission call 
(800) 205-8101 or visit www.hpcchealingtouch.org

Donate Today!

Peninsula Sports
By DENNIS TAYLOR

ities before they graduate. 
That philosophy builds familiarity, 

camaraderie, trust and loyalty, which 
might explain why standout athletes from 
other sports decided to play basketball this 
season, when the Pirates hope to improve 

Coast Athletic League’s Mission Division, 
11-14 overall.

Six returning varsity players have been 
joined this year by a cavalry that includes 

6-foot-6, 225-pound all-league 
football player Cody Thacher, 6-5 
water polo standout and future col-
lege lacrosse player Laird Welch, 
Calvin Etcheverry, a member of 
Stevenson’s 2024 state champion-
ship golf team, and Lyke Yoon, a 
Central Coast Section singles qual-

“Who they are today is not who 
they’re going to be in January and 
February,” predicted Coach Tyler 
Brown, who plans to integrate 
those unpolished diamonds into a 
rotation that already includes three returning start-
ers from last year’s CCS Division 4 playoff team.

Top gun
That list includes: 

All-Mission Cooper Olin, a 6-4 senior 
shooting guard who lit up opponents for 18.3 points 
per game and average 6.3 rebounds, second-best on 
the team. 

All-Mission Derek Diniz, a 5-11 point guard 
who led the team in assists (3.6), ranked second in 
steals (1.8), and was third in rebounds (4.4), despite 
being 5 inches shorter than the two teammates 
who got more — Olin and Kekoa Williams, who 
improved the school high jump record to 6 feet, 7 

Pirates basketball team brings a mix of experience and camaraderie
THE ATHLETIC culture at Stevenson is tight, in no 

small part because student-athletes are strongly encour-

aged to participate in a sport in each of the three seasons 
— fall, winter and spring — and sample a variety of activ-

inches last spring as a senior.
And junior guard Barak De La Rosa, who saw sig-

points, 1.2 assists (third), and 1.5 steals (third).
A key is to develop other scorers to complement Olin, 

coach.
“He’ll be a target for other teams — they’ll all have 

a plan for him, and he’s going to have to navigate that,” 
Brown said. “We’re really looking for Cooper to step into 
a leadership role.” 

Another varsity veteran, 6-1 forward Jack Dalhamer, 
saw reduced playing time behind Williams in 20 games a 

See SPORTS next page
Stevenson’s Logan Lund (black jersey), a cornerback and receiver in foot-
ball, brings aggression and physicality onto the court. 

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER

Stevenson senior Cooper Olin (black jersey), who averaged 18 points per game a 
year ago, can expect to attract a crowd of defenders all year long.

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER
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‘TIS THE SEASON!
OPENS AT 2:00 PM
EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY &
SUNDAY IN DECEMBER
SIP, SAVOR AND CELEBRATE!
HOLIDAY BEVERAGES, FESTIVE BITES
AND HOLIDAY CHEER

JOIN US
664 LIGHTHOUSE AVE

RED HOUSE CAFE GARDEN

Mental health, substance 
use, and homelessness 
often intersect. That’s 
why Community Human 
Services delivers flexible 
care tailored to each 
person’s unique journey.

Crisis doesn’t wait. Donate now 
to support those navigating life’s 
toughest crossroads.

at the intersection
of crisis and care.

The most 

professional 

area rug   

cleaner on the 

Central Coast

Rug pad, 

rug appraisal, 

rug repair
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year ago, but is likely to step into promi-
nence this year. Dalhamer was a defensive 
standout on the football team, and played 
on Stevenson’s 2025 baseball team, which 
won CCS and reached the NorCal D-5 
championship game.

“Jack is a glue guy for us — he does a 
lot of things that don’t show up on the stat 
sheet, but we don’t function well without 

him, and he’s playing a lot of minutes,” 
Brown said.

Diniz, a relentless competitor, severely 
injured a hamstring in the third game of 
Stevenson’s 9-2 football season and is still 
rehabilitating. He’s not expected to play 
basketball until after the holidays, which 
leaves the Pirates in search of a playmaker 
until he returns. 

“Right now, we’re in a point-guard-by-

SPORTS
From previous page

committee situation,” said Brown, whose 
trainees include Etcheverry, De La Rosa, 
Olin, Yoon and sophomore Lincoln Clymo, 
a court-savvy player whose dad, Justin, is 
Stevenson’s athletic director and coaches 
Stevenson’s varsity girls after several years 
as head coach of the boys team.

“We’re just trying to get guys to under-
stand what that point guard position means, 
because it comes with so much responsi-
bility and leadership,” he said.

eligibility, is 5-10 guard described by his 
coach as “a high-energy spark plug, who 

can be a pest on defense.” 
He also is emerging as a 
capable 3-point shooter.

Muscle under the hoop
Physicality — espe-

cially muscle under the 
basket — should be greatly 
improved with the addi-
tion of Thacher and Welch, 
both tall and imposing.

“Laird Welch hasn’t 
played basketball since 
his freshman year, but he’s 
built like a refrigerator. 

rebounds in three minutes 

said of the PCAL’s two-
time Offensive Player of 
the Year in water polo, and 

lacrosse standout.
“His attitude was, ‘I 

don’t care if I play at all — 
I just want to be a part of 
it,’” the coach said. “And 

now he’s starting for us.”
Thacher, another strong rebounder, 

scored 10 points in eight minutes against 
San Lorenzo Valley.

“Those two guys are rough around the 
edges as basketball players, but they com-
pete at a high level, they do the dirty work, 
and their rebounding abilities are out of 

 Junior guard Barak De La Rosa (2) got extensive playing time for 
the Pirates last winter and figures to contribute again this season.

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER

See MORE SPORTS page 37A
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Questions?
831-375-9882
www.ccvna.com

Delivering Compassionate,
Trusted, Team-Driven Care

DONATE TODAY!

HEAD AND NECK PAIN
A CHIROPRACTIC MESSAGE

from Dr. Steven MacDonald, D.C.
Dr. MacDonald’s specialty is the Cervical Spine 

and Skull alignment. The skull and the cervical spine 
(Cranial-Cervical segment) must be in alignment to 
keep the rest of the body in balance. This section of the 
spine houses and protects the most important area of 
the central nervous system-the brain and brainstem. 
There are also so many life forces housed here, often 
called the mouth of God where the skull meets the 
cervical spine. The nervous system, Cerebral spinal 
fluid, circulatory system must be able to flow freely 
here to keep us healthy. Head and neck injuries and 
stress can misalign this area and interfere with these 
systems. Old and new injuries can hurt this spinal 
alignment and then be the cause of many of the symp-
toms people have today and distort posture later in 
life. Headaches can occur, balance problems, middle 
ear problems, neck and shoulder pain, mid and low 
back pain, poor memory, brain fog, blurred vision, 
speech, mood, depression, numbness and tingling, 
constipation, Fibromyalgia and Chronic Fatigue. Cra-
nial-Cervical misalignment can hurt every system in 
the body. It’s not something to take lightly. 

The NUCCA UPPER CERVICAL system of chi-
ropractic can gently and specifically treat the Crani-
al-Cervical spine to be of help to all problems people 
can experience. This treatment can also correct full 
spine, pelvis and leg length imbalances.

The NUCCA chiropractic care entails a 3- dimen-
sional x-ray evaluation and analysis to determine spe-
cific spinal misalignment measurements, so that the 
proper gentle adjustment can be given. 

The goal of treatment is to offer relief from the 
problems many experience. Treatment can help a 
person be healthier and more active. This care should 
be part of any other care one receives for their health 
care.

Steven N. MacDonald, D.C.
Board Certified * NUCCA *
831.375.9528
718 Lighthouse Ave., Suite A,
Pacific Grove
www.drmacnucca.com

Pacific Grove Advanced Chiropractic

BESTBEST
HouseHouse

CleaningCleaning 
6 Years!6 Years!

So Many Dust Bunnies,
So Little Time

• Experienced
• Professional

TWO GIRLS 
FROM CARMEL

BONDED HOUSECLEANING
SPECIALISTS

831-626-4426
TwoGirlsFromCarmel.com

Offering a 
personal and 

friendly touch
for 30 years

FINE ESTATE JEWELRY 
BOUGHT AND SOLD
Serving Carmel Since 1982

831-624-5991
Mission St. Between Ocean and 7th

Viau Estate Jewelry

www.viauestatejewelry.com

Join Point Sur 
Volunteers!

Preserve history, guide tours, and make a difference.
Class of 2026 is forming now!

In-person training begins in February. 

Email pointsurlisa@gmail.com

Look 10 years younger in just a couple of hours using 

Need to freshen up your look?

NEWIMAGEBYHILARY.COM

If you don’t look good, I don’t look good

New Image by Hilary

BROWS, EYES & LIPS  

Before

2511 Garden Rd., Suite A230 Monterey

(831) 646-5424 | sgsenger@att.net 

Law Office of 
Sara Senger

30 years of experience 
in Medi-Cal Estate Planning

Elder Law

Wills and Trusts

Special Needs 

I will make home and hospital visits

In January and February of 2024, Evans and other Norteño 
Gang members stole two vehicles from cities on the Monterey 
Peninsula. At the time, Evans was participating in the TAILS 
program at Wonderwood Ranch in Prunedale. The director of 

Ranch utilized grant money to pay for an apartment for the 
then 17-year-old on the same road as the ranch. Evans was 
released from custody in a penal institution into this program. 
The remote area in which he was provided housing allowed 
Evans to store the two stolen vehicles near his residence for 

-

adjoining property.   
On the evening of Feb. 3, 2024, Evans, Cervantes and two 

uncharged assailants committed an armed robbery at the Big 
5 Sporting Goods store at Northridge Mall in Salinas. They 
utilized one of the two stolen vehicles. The crew stole over 
$2,000 of ammunition.

On Feb. 4, 2024, following communication from Pedro 
Nava, a group of gang members including Evans and Cer-
vantes went searching for rival gang members. Instead, they 
mistakenly murdered cousins Canchola and Garcia on Los 
Coches Road in unincorporated Monterey County outside of 
Soledad. They utilized the same stolen vehicle in this crime. 
The victims sustained over 40 gunshot wounds combined.

On March 3, 2024, following communication from Nava, 
a group of gang members including Evans and Cervantes 

injury on seven other victims. They utilized the second stolen 
vehicle in this crime. The deceased victims sustained more 
than 20 gunshot wounds combined.

The investigation into these crimes remains ongoing. 
Anyone with information is encouraged to reach out to law 
enforcement.

Nov. 21 — Pedro Quezada, 55, was sentenced by Judge 
Rafael Vazquez to 70 years in prison. Quezada was previous-
ly found guilty by a Monterey County jury on Oct. 17, 2025, 
of 11 counts of forcible lewd or lascivious acts on a child un-
der 14. All 11 of the charges are violent felonies and are con-
sidered strikes under California’s three strikes law. Quezada 
was also ordered to register as a sex offender for the rest of 
his life. Jane Doe disclosed that Quezada, a family member, 
had molested her on numerous occasions over a seven-year 
period. Doe was around 4 years old when the molestations 

“their little secret” and that if she told anyone something bad 
would happen. This kept Doe from disclosing the ongoing 

trial. She stated that she delayed reporting the crime because 
she was afraid of Quezada. According to research into sexu-

GAVEL
From page 4A

al assault victim behavior, it is very common for victims to 
delay reporting the sexual abuse, especially when the victim 
is a minor and has a close relationship with the perpetrator.

This case was investigated by Detective Edwin Cruz and 
-

torney investigator Daisy Gurley also assisted in the investi-
gation. Doe was assisted by district attorney victim advocates 

dog Armani provided Doe with much-needed support during 
her testimony at trial.

Nov. 21 — Robert Carmona, 54, of Salinas, pled guilty to 
multiple felony counts of welfare fraud and perjury for fraud-

not eligible. The same conduct also constituted a violation of 
his felony probation in two prior cases.

Carmona will receive a prison sentence of six years and 
eight months, consisting of two years for the welfare fraud 
case and four years and eight months for the probation vio-
lations. Sentencing is scheduled for Jan. 9, 2026, in Depart-
ment 2 of the Salinas Courthouse, before the Honorable An-
drew G. Liu.

Between December 2023 and January 2025, Carmona re-
sided in residential drug treatment facilities in Salinas — Sun 
Street Centers and Turning Point of Central California, Inc. 
— where he was provided three meals a day and housing. 
This arrangement made him ineligible for CalFresh (food 

permit him to live with his minor son, he was also ineligible 

Despite this, Carmona submitted multiple false docu-
ments to the Monterey County Department of Social Ser-
vices, claiming that he was homeless and living in his ve-
hicle with his son. As a result of these false representations, 

which he was not entitled.
The case was investigated by District Attorney Investiga-

tor Isabelle Rhodes and the Monterey County Welfare Fraud 
Special Investigations Unit. The Monterey County District 

-
ecuting individuals who fraudulently obtain public assistance 
and defraud the people of the State of California. The public 

calling the fraud hotline at (831) 755-3224 or via email re-
portfraud@countyofmonterey.gov.

Help protect The Pine Cone’s future!
Subscribe • Read • Advertise
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KNOWLEDGE • SERVICE • CONVENIENCE
IS WHY YOU SHOULD CHOOSE MURPHY’S

Robert Wells
   General Manager
38 Years Experience

Free Delivery Anywhere in Monterey County 
8316592291

10 West Carmel Valley Road, Carmel Valley Village

• VIDEO INSPECTION OF SEWER LATERALS 
• SEWER AND STORM DRAINS CLEARED 
• HYDRO-JETTING SEWER, STORM & GREASE TRAP LINES 
• PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS FOR REMODELS 
• GREASE TRAP PUMPING & MAINTENANCE 
• SEPTIC SYSTEMS PUMPED, SERVICED, INSPECTED, 

REPAIRED & INSTALLED
• SUMP PUMPS SERVICED & INSTALLED 
• EMERGENCY SERVICES AVAILABLE

73 W. Carmel Valley Rd. Unit #28  |  Carmel Valley 93924
St. Contr. Lic. # 494738  |  www.psts.net

MONTEREY 
PENINSULA

831-659-2465

Celebrating 60 YearsCelebrating 60 Years

We do more than 
pump septic tanks

Senior, military & 1st responder 

WITH OVER 65 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
IN THE SEPTIC INDUSTRY

•Septic System Pumping, Maintenance, Service & Inspection
•Sewer Drain Line Clearing & Hydro-Jetting

•Grease Trap/Interceptor Service & Inspection
•Storm Drain and Culvert Hydro-Jetting & Clearing

•Fully Licensed, Bonded and Insured

We can take care of all your “dirty” work
www.tomsseptic.com

831-633-2321
Lic.# 406512

Contact us at: 831-272-1030 Daniel
See our work: riveraandsonsconstruction.com
RNSGCINC@GMAIL.COM

Lic. 1058834
Bonded and insured

SERVICES
Kitchen Remodels
Bathroom Remodels
Additions
ADU
Much More.

New Construction
Driveways
Fences
Decks

LIC. 1058834

• GENERAL CONSTRUCTION •

P U B L I C  N O T I C E S
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 

NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252203

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
SECURE SEAL MOBILE NOTARY, 555 
Iverson St. #B, Salinas, CA 93901.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s): 
JACQUELINE F. LYNCH, 555 Iverson St. 
#B, Salinas, CA 93901.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Dec. 9, 2025.
S/Jacqueline Lynch
Date signed: Dec. 9 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 9, 2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 19, 26, 2025; Jan. 
2, 9, 2026 (PC 1218)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20252195
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
KAAN ROYAL MATCHA & CAFE, 1760 
Fremont Blvd., Seaside, CA 93955.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY

Registered Owner(s): 
ANGELICA ANAIZ RUIZ, 3135 Seacrest 
Ave., Apt. D103, Marina, CA 93933.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Dec. 8, 2025.

S/Angelica A. Ruiz Leon
Date signed: Dec. 8 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 8, 2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 19, 26, 2025; Jan. 
2, 9, 2026 (PC 1223)

Publication date: Dec. 19 & 26, 2025 (PC1221)

LIEN SALE AUCTION ADVERTISEMENT
LIEN SALE NOTICE: NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Pacific Grove 
Self Storage at 2000 Sunset Drive, Pacific Grove CA 93950 will sell 
the contents of the storage unit listed below at a public auction to 
enforce a lien imposed on said property (pursuant to the California Self 
Storage Facilities Act Business and Professions Code 21700-21716). 
The sale will take place at the website www.StorageTreasures.com by 
competitive bidding and end on January 2nd 2025 at 10am. Unit 
will be available for viewing prior to the sale at www.StorageTreasures.
com. Contents will be sold for cashier’s check or money order only. 
A 10-15% buyer’s premium will be charged and possibly a cleaning 
deposit per unit. All sales are final. Seller reserves the right to withdraw 
the property at any time before the sale or to refuse any bids. The 
property to be sold is described as “general household items” unless 
otherwise noted. Eren Niazi & Carina Carvahlo Property to be sold 
includes: Exercise Equipment, Luggage, Plastic Storage Containers, 
Furniture, Storage Boxes. Furniture, Artwork, and Kitchen Items.

Reunion gets international motorsports acclaim
By MARY SCHLEY

THE ROLEX Monterey Motor-
sports Reunion vintage races won 
Motorsports Event of the Year during 
the International Historic Motoring 
Awards at The Peninsula hotel in Lon-
don last month. The recognitions are 
considered “the most prestigious global 
awards in the collector car world, cele-
brating the achievements of people and 
organizations worldwide.”

Held for the 51st time at Laguna 
Seca, the August 2024 Reunion cele-
brated the 75th anniversary of Formula 
1 with 50 historic and modern Formula 
1 race cars, and an unprecedented two 
dozen IROC cars were raced, with more 
than a few legends behind the wheel.

“Each year, our team invests end-
less time and energy to make the Rolex 
Monterey Motorsports Reunion even 
better than years past, and this year’s 
event truly set a new bar for excel-
lence,” said Mel Harder, WeatherTech 
Raceway Laguna Seca’s president and 
general manager. “We are honored to be 

recognized on a global stage and would 
like to thank the fans, drivers, car own-
ers and sponsors who help make this 
event possible.”

Second time
The recognition marks a major 

achievement for the new team at Laguna 
Seca, which has been managed and 

Laguna Seca since August 2024. The 

to raise funds to update the grounds in 
accordance with the agreement it signed 
with Monterey County a year ear-
lier, and hired Harder, a veteran in the 
motorsports industry, in March. April 
Henderson was promoted to director of 
motorsports in August and was previ-
ously operations director and then vice 
president of events.

Harder and Henderson attended the 
IMHA awards, which were held Nov. 14, 
along with Andy Prill, a member of the 
Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion 
advisory council. They accepted the 
award together as the Reunion beat out 

the Silverstone Festival, Le Mans Clas-
sic and the Pittsburgh Vintage Grand 
Prix, among others. The honor marks the 
second time the vintage races have won 

 The Reunion was among the win-
ners in 15 categories, including Motor-
ing Event of the Year (Audrain Newport 
Concours & Motor Week, over a half-
dozen other nominees that included 
The Quail Motorsports Gathering) and 
Restoration of the Year, which had the 
Hispano-Suiza H6C “Boulogne” by 
Jonathan Wood prevailing over six 
others, among them the Hispano-Suiza 
H6C Type Sport Torpedo by RM Auto 
Restoration that won Best of Show 
at this year’s Pebble Beach Concours 
d’Elegance.

Each category, except for Lifetime 
Achievement and Car of the Year, was 
judged by a panel of experts and prom-

Carini and Donald Osborne, Pebble 
Beach Concours d’Elegance chairman 
Sandra Button, and Octane Japan editor 
Shiro Horie.

Laguna Seca President and GM Mel Harder and April 
Henderson, director of the Rolex Monterey Motorsports 
Reunion, received the Motorsports Event of the Year 
award at the International Historic Motoring Awards in 
London.

PHOTO/ROLEX MONTEREY MOTORSPORTS REUNION

Help Wanted
The Carmel Pine Cone is looking for a full-time sales representative to help ex-
pand our business. Experience in print advertising, i.e., magazine or newsprint, 
is preferred.

• 2-5 years of experience developing and growing an advertising client base
• A proven record of successful business development
• Excellent communication skills, solid work ethic and a desire to be part of a team
• Familiarity with the business community on the Monterey Peninsula

customer service, creating ad campaigns, and working with in-house production staff. 

Send resume to jackie@carmelpinecone.com 
No phone calls

The Carmel Pine Cone
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Call us at 831 I 649-3363 
www.centralcoastseniorservices.com 

CA License #274700016 

Turn to us for more than caregiving. 
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Your goal is to stay at home. We can help.

Sean Mathieson, a 6-1  shooter who is 
adjusting to the speed of the varsity level, 
and searching for his most effective role.

“We know we’re going to see some 
good teams in the Mission Division again 
this year,” Brown said. “Hollister will 
be tough, North Monterey County won 
the league last year. Alvarez (down from 
the Gabilan Division) and St. Francis 
(unbeaten in the Cypress Division last 
year) are in our league now.

consistently compete every night.”
The Pirates play Seaside at home on 

Thursday. Both games have 7 p.m. starting 
times.

Dennis Taylor is a professional free-
lance writer in Monterey County. Contact 
him at scribelaureate@gmail.com.

this world,” Brown said.
Senior Logan Lund, a rugged receiver 

and cornerback in football, saw minimal 
court time in 17 varsity games last year, 

Lund and Divij Anderson-Santabanez, 
a tireless junior, can impact a game with 
defense, rebounding and high energy.

Senior Tyler Hwang brings exceptional 
leadership skills, not only on the campus 
and court, but also in the locker room.

“He’s one of those kids who holds it all 
together for us,” Brown said of Hwang, a 
backstroker and individual medley com-
petitor on the swim team.

MORE SPORTS
From page 34A

Stevenson coach 
Tyler Brown (center) 
believes he has a few 
uncut diamonds on 
this year’s roster and 
expects improved 
play in January and 
February. 

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER

Obituary Notices
Let us help you pay tribute to your loved one L with  
an affordable obituary in The Carmel Pine Cone. a

You’ll be surprised at how low our rates are.

OR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT:FO
Anne Papineau (831) 274-8654

anne@carmelpinecone.com

The complete  Pine Cone . .. 
through my computer?

For FREE?
How

 fabulous!

• Save the trees

• Fight global warming

• Make the most of your iPad

• Get your Pine Cone before everybody else . . . 
all from the comfort of your home!

 Subscribe at www.carmelpinecone.com
Fine print: The electronic Carmel Pine Cone is a pdf document identical to the printed version.  

Delivery will be by emailed link to download the pdf file. 
Privacy policy: We will never give your email address to anyone else.  
Questions or problems: Send an email to mail@carmelpinecone.com.

24,500 subscribers online

18,500 copies in print

111 years of serving the community

How
abulous!

e the trees

ht global warming
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P U B L I C  N O T I C E S
PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Tuesday, January 13, 2026, at 4:30 p.m., the City Council of the City of 
Carmel-by-the-Sea will hold a Public Hearing via teleconference and in person at the City Hall Council Chambers 
located on Monte Verde Street between Ocean and Seventh Avenues, Carmel-by-the-Sea.

SUBJECT OF PUBLIC HEARING:
First Reading and Introduction of Ordinance 2026-001 - amending Title 15 (Buildings and Construction) 
of the Carmel Municipal Code by adopting the 2025 editions of the California Administrative Code, California 
Building Code (CBC) and appendices, California Residential Code (CRC), California Energy Code (CEnC), Cal-
ifornia Fire Code (CFC), California Mechanical Code (CMC), California Plumbing Code (CPC), California Elec-
trical Code (CEC), California Green Building Standards Code (CGBSC), Historic Building Code (HBC), Existing 
Building Code  (EBC) and Wildland-Urban Interface Code (WUI) and 2024 International Property Maintenance 
Codes (IPMC) with local amendments.

Design Traditions 1.5 - Receive a presentation, including feedback from the Planning Commission’s September 
18th Special Meeting, on the current draft of the revised Design Guidelines (Design Traditions 1.5) and provide 
feedback on both the form and function of the documents as well as the overall Design Traditions project.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  This meeting will be held via teleconference and in person (“hybrid”) in the City 
Council Chambers at City Hall located on Monte Verde Street between Ocean and Seventh Avenues, Carmel-
by-the-Sea. The public is welcome to attend the meeting in person or remotely via Zoom, however, the meeting 
will proceed as normal even if there are technical difficulties accessing Zoom. The City will do its best to resolve 
any technical issues as quickly as possible. To participate via teleconference, click the following link to attend via 
Zoom (or copy and paste the link into your browser):

https://ci-carmel-ca-us.zoom.us/j/83138976374
Webinar ID: 831 3897 6374
Passcode: 862068
Dial-in: (253) 215-8782

The staff report and relevant documents will be available at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting on the 
City’s website at http://www.ci.carmel.ca.us. The Council meeting will be televised live on the City’s website and 
archived there after the meeting. For more information regarding City Council meetings, please contact the City 
Clerk’s office at (831) 620-2016.

All interested persons are invited to attend in person or via teleconference at the time and place specified above to 
give oral or written testimony concerning this matter. Written comments may be submitted to the City Clerk at City 
Hall located on the east side of Monte Verde Street between Ocean and Seventh Avenues, Carmel-by-the-Sea, 
California, 93921 or P.O. Box CC, Carmel-by-the-Sea, California, 93921 or by email cityclerk@ci.carmel.ca.us
prior to the meeting. With respect to written comments, please submit them at least 2 hours before the meeting in 
order to ensure they are provided to the legislative body and made part of the record. Comments received after 
that time and up to the end of the public hearing will be saved as part of the record but may not be provided to 
the legislative body prior to or during the public hearing. 

If you challenge the nature of the proposed action in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you or 
someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice or in written correspondence delivered to the 
city council at, or prior to, the public hearing.

Nova Romero, MMC
City Clerk

Dated:   12/15/2025
Publish Date: 12/19/2025

Publication dates: 
Dec. 19, 2025

(PC1229)

Receive a presentation on roofing materials, including but not limited, to metal roofs. Consider the recom-
mendations of the Planning Commission and provide direction to staff to return with a draft policy for adoption.
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Christmas at The Wayfarer

LINCOLN & SEVENTH, CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA
 www.churchofthewayfarer.com  /  831•624•3550

The Rev. Karla J. Lundin, Pastor
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Monterey Pops Brass & Hartnell Choir
Sunday, Dec. 14 at 3 p.m.

Christmas Carol Sing-Along & Caroling
Sunday, Dec. 21 at 2 p.m.

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Wednesday, Dec. 24 at 7 p.m.

Join St. Dunstan’s for the Holidays

28005 Robinson Canyon Road
Carmel Valley

Dec. 24 — Christmas Eve 
   4 p.m. Family Service 
   7 p.m. Choral Eucharist 
Dec. 25 — Christmas Morning
   9  a.m. A Capella Service

stdcv.org
(831) 624-6646

St. Anselm’s Anglican Church
1928 PRAYER BOOK

Meeting at:
Peninsula Baptist Church 

1116 Funston Avenue  |  Pacific Grove, CA 93950
831-392-6049  |  stanselmsanglican.org

Christmas Eve -
Traditional - 4 p.m. 

Worship Service every Sunday 
at 9:30 a.m.

MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMeMMMMMMMMMM et

Come over to our house
on Christmas Eve!

December 24th at 7 p.m. 
Seasonal Music beginning at 6:45 p.m. 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF PACIFIC GROVE

915 Sunset Drive (at 17 Mile Drive) 

Welcoming to all!

Experience the Joy of Christmas

thth

Fr. Peter Crivello, Pastor
9th and Lighthouse  •  Pacific Grove

St. Angela Merici Catholic Church

Visit www.stangelamericipacificgrove.org • (831) 655-4160

Sunday, December 21
The Fourth Sunday of Advent

5 p.m. Vigil Mass (Saturday)
 8 a.m., 10 a.m. & noon (Sunday)

Wednesday, December 24
Masses on Christmas Eve

4 p.m. — with Children’s Nativity
8 p.m. — Mass at Night

Thursday, December 25
Mass on Christmas Day

9 a.m. and 11 a.m.

Thursday, January 1
Solemnity of Mary

Mass at 9 a.m.

4590 Carmel Valley Road, 93923
(831) 624-8595/ccmp.org

Community Church of the Monterey Peninsula
Independent & United Church of Christ

DECEMBER 24
“The Link Between Christ and Creation”

Our traditional Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service begins 7 p.m.

Pastor Paul Wrightman
Special music by Emmy Award-winning Jon CloseView the creche made

by Edyth Plamondon

WORSHIPWORSHIP 2025 2025
ChristmasChristmas

‘For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.’

us of how few days remain until Christmas. Can’t some-
thing be done to alleviate this dreadful situation?  

Robin Clark, Carmel Valley

Dear Editor,

-

-

who visit our famed beaches and aquarium. They don’t 

-

-
-

-

-
-

in any tax-raising scheme. Marie Antoinette would be 

-
eral fund revenue to city this year. If the city council can’t 

Any real leader would have done the right thing and 

Carmelita Garcia, 

Dear Editor,

-

never-ending construction of the roundabout at Laureles 
-

MORE LETTERS
From page 31A
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First Presbyterian Church of Monterey
Invites you to join us for Christmas!

December 21
 10am - Children's Christmas Pageant

    7pm - Blue Christmas Service

December 24
   7pm - Chancel Choir Worship Service

10pm - Candlelight Worship Service

501 El Dorado St. • Monterey, CA

The Rev. Mark Peake • The Rev. James Potts • www.fpcmonterey.org

3152 Forest Lake Road, Pebble Beach
Erdman Chapel at Stevenson School

(831) 624-1374                    churchintheforest.org

Christmas Eve Service
4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.

Wild Coast Brass with Organ at
3:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.

WORSHIPWORSHIP 2025 2025
ChristmasChristmas

CARMEL MISSION BASILICA
3080 Rio Road, Carmel, CA

(831) 624-1271

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21
LESSONS AND CAROLS

5 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS
4 p.m. & 9 p.m. 

COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS CAROLS
8:30 p.m.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25
CHRISTMAS DAY MASS

9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
Please check the Calendar on our website

for more information:

CHRISTMAS at the MISSION

www.carmelmission.org

St. John’s Chapel Del Monte

1490 Mark Thomas Drive, Monterey, CA 93940
831-375-4463 • stjohnschapel.com

A Traditional Episcopal Parish          1928 Book of Common Prayer

Established 1891

DEC. 24 • 4 PM HOLY EUCHARIST
PRESIDING: THE REV. DR. RICHARD MILES

Find your
Monterey Peninsula

spiritual home

balance the budget in this wealthy city with this cornu-
copia of cash, they should be replaced by public servants 
who can.

Kevin Hanley, 

To the Editor,

asserts that “publicly funded, collectively provided ser-

-

FAA, or the FDIC do not replace private ownership, indi-

From previous page

failures.
-

Founding Fathers understood this distinction clearly: they 

protecting private property and individual liberty. Blurring 
-

-
ety we choose to live in.

Chris Daniel, 

Dear Editor,

had no private property rights, and everyone had to store 

Lawrence Samuels, 
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Don’t want to cook 
this Christmas ?

Leave the cooking to us!
Full turkey with all the fixings.

Reserve you feast today.

Call or stop by to order

831-624-3821
6th & Junipero, Carmel

TO ADVERTISE IN “SHOP SMALL” PLEASE CALL    Meena Lewellen  (831) 274-8655  |  meena@carmelpinecone.com

COME SHOP SMALL WITH US

THIS BOOK, LIKE CARMELBYTHESEA, 
IS GOOD FOR THE SOUL!

BELO
VED

 TREES O
F CA

RM
EL-BY-TH

E-SEA

BELOVED TREES OF BELOVED TREES OF 
CARMEL-BY-THE-SEACARMEL-BY-THE-SEA

EPIGRAMS FROM THE SHAMBHALA MASTER  
 PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  L. M. McDERMOTT

A Beautiful, Hard Bound Gift Book with Twenty-Two Color, 
Photo Spreads of Carmel’s Beloved Trees. Each Photo is Creatively 

Paired with Inspiring Thoughts from The Shambhala Master.

Both the Author and the Photographer call Carmel-By-The-Sea Home.

Sold only at Pilgrim’s Way Community Bookstore 
$24.95 (www.pilgrimsway.com)

A most unique and the only bookstore in Carmel-By-The-Sea
Located on Dolores St. between 5th and 6th (831-624-4955)

While you’re there, make sure you visit their Secret Garden and find out why the San Francisco 
Chronicle named this bookstore one of the 5 Sacred Spaces to Seek Truth! 

Give Something Special

Open Daily 11am-5pm
24 W. Carmel Valley Rd
Carmel Valley Village

831-574-3042
McIntyreVineyards.com

Come p ick  up  stocking  stuffers ,  g i f t  cards ,  and  fun  par ty  boxes 
ava i lab le  for  p ickup or  pre-order  for  the  ho l idays—per fect 

for  c l ients ,  teachers ,  ne ighbors ,  and  f r iends.

O u r  w e b s i t e  i s  l i v e  a n d  w e ’r e  s h i p p i n g  n a t i o n w i d e !

SeaShackCandyCo.com | (831) 620-2408
Carmel Square, San Carlos Between 
Ocean & 7th, Carmel-by-the-Sea

Bringing Authentic Swedish Candy 
to Carmel-by-the-Sea

@ s e a s h a c k c a n d y c o

There’s also a Winter Art Mar-
ket Saturday at the museum start-
ing at 11 a.m. The vendors offer 
an array of creations that make 
unique Christmas presents and 
“the perfect gifts,” organizers 
said.

The museum is located at 559 
-

site is montereyart.org

honored
Marie Boucher, a teacher at 

-
-

tional Studies, has 
-

terey County Poet 
Laureate for 2026-27, the 
Arts Council for Monterey 

County announced. The honorary role 
-

itage and promotes literacy and literature.” 

“The poet laureate program is part of 
our mission to champion the arts to enrich 

S
installation” that transforms its galleries 

-
nection,” the Monterey Museum of Art 

-

Hanif Wondir and Domini Anne, the 
installation “reimagines community pho-
tographs as shifting constellations of 
light, illuminating stories of place and 

opportunity to make their creative mark on 

-
ence,” according to the museum. “Through 
art-making and shared storytelling, this 

-

the lives of our community,” the arts coun-

said. “Poetry is one of many art forms, 

to the roles, especially her focus on con-

other.”

Art Roundup
By CHRIS COUNTS Boucher is assistant professor and 

program head for English for Academic 

The Monterey County Board of Super-

her as the county’s poet laureate.

Cornelia Emery’s oil 
painting, titled “Rocks 
at the Beach,” is 
included in a show 
on display at Carmel 
Art Association. The 
exhibit features 100 
pieces of art — all 
priced at less than 
$1,000.

The Carmel Pine Cone
2 0 2 5  D r o p  P o i n t s

A local institution since 1915 with 24,500 subscribers to our email edition and 18,500 copies in print

Looking for The Pine Cone near your home?
Below are a few of our local drops...

CARMEL
Bruno’s Market
Carmel Chamber 

Of Commerce
Carmel City Hall                                                                                               
Carmel Drug Store                              
Carmel Police Station                                         
Carmel Realty                             
Chase  Bank                                                                                                    
Mission Ranch                   
Nielsen Bros. Market                                                                                   
Pine Inn     
Post Office    

CARMEL VALLEY
Baja Cantina

Bernardus Lodge
Carmel Valley Athletic 
Club
Carmel Valley Post Office
Chase Bank               
Mid Valley Safeway       
Murphy’s Lumber                 
Safeway
Santa Lucia Preserve
Sotheby’s

BIG SUR
HIGHLANDS
Big Sur Deli
Big Sur General Store

Glen Oaks
Highlands Inn

PEBBLE BEACH
All PB Gates
PB Post Office
Spanish Bay Inn

HWY 68/DEL REY OAKS
Del Rey Car Wash
Monterey Airport
Monterey Bay Aviation
Tehama
Safeway

SEASIDE/
SAND CITY
Breakfast Club
Googie Grill
Lucky
Sand City Police Station 

& City Hall
Seaside Library
MONTEREY
CVS
Aquarium
Archie’s American Diner
Bay Park Hotel
Café Fina
Cannery Row Antique Mall
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VICTORIUS offers a thoughtful, diverse selection of leading 
ladies fashions and accessories to enhance a woman’s unique 

style in a friendly, comfortable environment. 
Come in and be delightfully surprised and receive 
10% OFF your purchase by mentioning this ad!

Nic + Zoe
MARBLE
HOBO

Habitat

Lysse
NYDJ

local artisans and more!

Adorable Astrid is a gentle Shih Tzu who greets everyone with a 

wagging tail and a happy heart. She gets along beautifully with 

other dogs and loves nothing more than cuddles and snuggles. 

Found as a stray with medical challenges, she has lost her sight but 

is bravely adapting. Astrid is ready for comfort, care, and love.

Want to meet Astrid? 
Please fill out our online adoption questionnaire.

(If you’d like to sponsor our next ad, 
please give us a call.)

Ad Sponsored by 

Carolyn Martinez

www.POMDR.org
831-718-9122

P.O. Box 51554, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

14 lbs

Shih Tzu

Female

approx. 13 
yrs. old

Adoptable Astrid

YOLANDA MOYA
Certif ied Nursing Assistant

Services Provided:

Transportation • Medication Reminders 

Meal Preparations • Companionship

Light Housekeeping • Hospice Care

Personal Assistant Needs • and more

Over 31 Years of Experience

24/7 Care • Excel lent References

831-247-9646

Appetizer
Hamm && Gruyeree Thumbprintss 

Choice of Soup or Salad:
Woodsyy Wildd Mushroomm Soup

Herbedd Ricottaa Biscuits                                   
Saladd off Mixedd Greens,, Brownn Butter-Roastedd Pearr && Chevree 

Entrée Selections:                    
Honey-Glazedd Roastt Duckk –– YYamm Coinss w/Shiitakess && Freshh Sage 

Shrimpp Enchiladass w/Greenn Chilii Crémaa –– SStreett Cornn Greenn Beanss 
 Roastt Lambb w/Redd Wine-Orangee Glazee –– Gruyéree Breadd Pudddingg 

   Dessert:
Festivee Cordillioo Christmass Cakee Squaress                                                                                                                                                                

 
Prixx Fixee forr 2:: 140.000   Forr 4:: 280.000     FForr 6:: 410.000 

ORDERR DEADLLINNE:: SAATURDAY,, DECEMBERR 2Othh 

 

Ham & Gruyere Thumbprints 

Woodsy Wild Mushroom Soup
Herbed Ricotta Biscuits

Salad of Mixed Greens, Brown Butter-Roasted Pear & Chevre 
                   

Honey-Glazed Roast Duck – Yam Coins w/Shiitakes & Fresh Sage 
Shrimp Enchiladas w/Green Chili Créma – Street Corn Green Beans 
 Roast Lamb w/Red Wine-Orange Glaze – Gruyére Bread Pudding 

   
Festive Cordillio Christmas Cake Squares                                                                                                                                                                

 
Prix Fixe for 2: 140.00   For 4: 280.00     For 6: 410.00 

ORDER DEADLINE: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2Oth 

 

the parents, who are going to be very happy with 
this outcome.”

This is the second time in three years that 
Jones has collaborated with director Josh Seftel 
on a short documentary that has been an Oscar 
contender. The duo previously teamed up on 
2023’s “Stranger at the Gate,” which vied for a 
nomination in 2024.

Between now and Jan. 16, when the voting 
for Oscar nominees concludes, Conall, Seftel 
and others will embark on a frantic campaign 
to encourage 100 members of the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences to view the 

Families speak
“Those voters have fewer than 30 days to 

watch each of the 30 shortlisted docs,  all 15 
short documentaries and 15 feature-length doc-
umentaries,” Jones said. “There is a fear that 
some of those voters won’t actually watch the 

front of those people and make sure they see it 
before they vote.” 

“All The Empty Rooms” was the brainchild of CBS 
News correspondent Steve Hartman, who had reported on 
all of the school shootings for CBS, starting with the 1999 
Columbine High tragedy in Littleton, Colo.

Hartman conducted on-camera interviews with the 
families of Dominic Blackwell, who was 14, and Gracie 
Muehlberger, 15, when both were shot and killed at Sau-
gus High School in Santa Clarita on Nov. 14, 2009, Jackie 

By DENNIS TAYLOR

CARMEL VALLEY native Conall Jones learned 

as a contender for a 2026 Academy Award in the Best 
Short Documentary category.

“All The Empty Rooms,” a 33-minute documentary 

children who have died in school shootings since 2009. 

Jones, a 2001 Carmel High graduate, was a lead pro-

Jan. 22, and the 98th Academy Awards, hosted by Conan 

Cazares, who died at age 9 on May 24, 2022, at Robb Ele-

who was killed at Covenant School in Nashville on March 

Jones’ other credits as a producer include Michael 
Moore’s “Fahrenheit 9/11,” Morgan Spurlock’s “Super 
Size Me 2: Holy Chicken,” and a 2021 TV docuseries 
called “Worn Stories.”

Producer Conall Jones (seated), confers with assistant cameraman Trevor 
Smith during the production of “All The Empty Rooms,” one of 15 films on the 
Oscars shortlist for “Best Short Documentary.”

Jada Scruggs and pastor Chad Scruggs lost their daughter, Hal-
lie, in a 2023 school shooting at Covenant School in Nashville. 
The Scruggs family participated in interviews for a 33-minute doc-
umentary, “All The Empty Rooms,” a 2026 Oscar contender that 
was produced by Carmel Valley native Conall Jones.  

PHOTOS/COURTESY CONNALL JONES

O’Brien, will be televised live on ABC on March 15 at 4 

underappreciated and not covered properly,” Jones told 
The Pine Cone Tuesday. “I think the lives of these kids 
and the devastating outcome that their families now live 
with deserve this attention.

“They’ve been forgotten, so outside of being on Net-

announcement is important,” Jones said. “It prolongs their 
legacy and their lives as we remember them. I know all of 
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www.carmelmission.org

Journey to the heart of Carmel ...
where it all began

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
 5:30 p.m. 5:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY MASSES SUNDAY MASSES
 9 a.m.  9 a.m. andand 11 a.m.  11 a.m. 
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St. John’s Chapel Del Monte

1490 Mark Thomas Drive, Monterey, CA 93940
831-375-4463 • stjohnschapel.com

The Rev. Dr. Richard Miles          1928 Book of Common Prayer
HOLY COMMUNION AT 10 A.M. SUNDAYS

Established 1891
All Saints’ Episcopal Church
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Celebrate Jesus’ Birth

SUNDAY, DEC. 21:
1 Skyline Forest Drive,
Monterey
10 a.m. & 12:30 p.m. (single adults)

QUESTIONS?
(408) 708-8800
www.lighttheworld.org MONTEREY STAKE

Join us for a Christmas 
Church Service

1024 Noche Buena St.,
Seaside
10:30 a.m. & 1 p.m. (Tongan)

Email
Anne@carmelpinecone.com

to be included in this directory

3152 Forest Lake Road, Pebble Beach

churchintheforest.org

Special Music 9:45 am
Worship Service 10:00 am
Complimentary Pebble Beach Gate Entrance

on the
Stevenson School Campus

Church
in the

Forest

Preaching this Sunday
Rev. Dr. Laura Harbert
“The Love Jesus Brings”

Church of the Wayfarer
(United Methodist)

The Rev. Karla J. Lundin, Pastor

Sunday Worship at 10 a.m. 

Lincoln and 7th • Carmel-by-the-Sea
churchofthewayfarer.com • 831-624-3550

Dec. 21 at 2 pm: Christmas Carol   
Sing-along & Caroling

Dec. 24 at 7 pm: Christmas Eve
CANDLELIGHT Service

Worship
CARMEL ~ CARMEL VALLEY ~ MONTEREY 

PACIFIC GROVE ~ PEBBLE BEACH ~ SEASIDE

Older Cats
New Beginnings

Golden OldiesGolden Oldies
Cat RescueCat Rescue

Welcoming 
New Customers

• No Long Waiting Time
• Prescriptions Filled in 15 minutes*

• Accepting Most Medicare Part D Plans
• Same Day Delivery • Accepts Tricare

• Pet Prescriptions 
Over 100 Years of Service

Still Locally Owned & Operated

CARMEL DRUG STORE
Ocean Ave. & San Carlos, Carmel

831.624.3819
www.CarmelDrugStoreRX.com     

Pharmacy Hours: 9am-6pm Mon-Fri
Store Hours: 8am-10pm • 7 Days a Week

to buy all the gifts. This year, it’s $51,476.12, according 
to business giant PNC Financial Services. Just in case you 
were wondering.

What the song really needs is to shed its dated, corpo-

in a pear tree be if it were here? 
Obviously, it would be a quail in a stately old oak. On 

know how hard those are to get! Day three? Three French 

Why was it ever “four calling birds,” anyway? In the 
shop-local version, it would have to be four calling cards 

12 days of Christmas: 
Carmel edition

By ELAINE HESSER

‘AND A partridge in a pear tree.” Most people prob-

swapping out the lords a-leaping with the ladies dancing.

Five golden rings? Au contraire: Five Golden Pine 

about eight plein air artists instead?

with that one guy at Spanish Bay.

-

don’t you think?

Twelve somms a-pouring

Ten plaintiffs suing
Nine dancers dancing
Eight plein air artists

Six chefs a-cooking
Five Golden Pine Cones
Four calling cards
Three French horns
Two seats at Dametra
And a quail in a stately old oak.

$51,476.12, too.
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ThisWeek Live Music, 
Clubs and Events

Food & Wine
Galleries and Art

C A R M E L  •  P E B B L E  B E A C H  •  C A R M E L  V A L L E Y  &  T H E  M O N T E R E Y  P E N I N S U L A

On a High Note
By CHRIS COUNTS

~ MONDAYSTHURSDAYS ~
FOR MONTEREY COUNTY LOCALS & MILITARY

OPEN DAILY AT 10:30AM
Reservations:
FishHopper.com or
831 3728543
700 Cannery RowProprietors Chris Shake and Sabu JR Shake

Must present Monterey County or Military ID.
Parties of 8 or less. Not valid holidays or during holiday periods.

~ FISH & CHIPS $20
~ LINGUINI & CLAMS $20
~ BUTTERNUT SQUASH 

RAVIOLI $20
~  PRAWNS SCAMPI 

MONTEREY $22
~ PARMESAN CRUSTED 

CHICKEN $23

~ SKIRT STEAK $23

~ BROILED SALMON $23

~ GRILLED SANDDABS $23

~  ASIAN STYLE 
BABY BACK RIBS $23

~  MONTEREY BAY 
CIOPPINO $25

3 COURSE MEALS STARTING AT $20
CHOICE OF ENTRÉE, CLAM CHOWDER OR SALAD & CHEF’S DESSERT

ASIAN BABY BACK RIBS

~Voted Best LOCALS MENU

Standing Rib Roast • Filet Mignon Roast • English Pot Roast

Diestel Turkey & Bone-In Breast • Spiral Cut Ham

Crown Roast of Pork, Rack of  Lamb • Local Seafood & more

STILL TIME TO PICK-UP YOURSTILL TIME TO PICK-UP YOUR
SPECIALTY CUT FOR CHRISTMASSPECIALTY CUT FOR CHRISTMAS

Open Christmas Day 6:30am-2pm 
Enjoy Complimentary Coffee & Cookies, Xmas & Xmas Eve

Christmas Eve & Day Entrees To-Go 
Ham or Turkey Dinners for $19.99

with all the fixings

Local Wines
Fresh Cut Holiday Flowers

Gizdich Pies • Marianne’s & Revival Ice Cream
French Poodle Dressing • Franco’s Italian Cookies 

Otto’s Bread Company • Paris Bakery Quiche

9.99
Happy Holidays from The Sanchez Family & Staff 

831-624-3821        Ample Free Parking        831-624-1805
6th & Junipero, Carmel • Open Daily 6:30am - 8pm • Local Home & Hotel Delivery 

PRIME & USDA CHOICE MEATS

GOURMET DELI

FARM FRESH PRODUCE

Carmel’s Largest
Independent
Liquor Store
Since 1953

-

Dave Holodiloff
Michael Martinez Peter Mellinger 

and Elijjah McCullar Alina Markina,
Shaun Elley

-
-

-

-

I
A Flock of Seagulls 

-

Mike Score’s
, 

-

-

-
-

-
John Weed

Amelia Hogan

See MUSIC page 47A

Two members of the Weeds (left) play Friday, 7:30 p.m., and Saturday, 3 p.m., at St. Mary’s by 
the Sea in Pacific Grove, which is presenting its Winterdance Celtic Christmas Celebration. The 
performers also include two from the San Francisco Bay area — singer Amelia Hogan (center) 
and guitarist Paul Kotapish (right). 
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831-620-5456
OPEN DAILY FOR LUNCH & DINNER 

Visit us online for menus and hours at 

surcarmel.com

3601 THE BARNYARD, CARMEL, at the mouth of Carmel Valley

Appetizers, Cocktails & Exciting DessertsAppetizers, Cocktails & Exciting Desserts
Outside Dining & Pet FriendlyOutside Dining & Pet Friendly

Sur’s Local Sunset Dinner
Three Course Meal $45
4pm-6pm Monday - Friday

(Excl. Parties 8+ & Holidays)

Served with choice of House Salad 

or Daily Soup & Dessert

+$2 Small Caesar Salad

MISO GLAZED SALMON

CHICKEN MARSALA

SUR SLIDERS

RICE BOWL
(Protein Options: Tempura Tofu, Tempura Orange Chicken, 

Grilled Chicken, 3 Grilled Prawns or Salmon Filet)

EGGPLANT PARMESAN

BUTTERNUT SQUASH RAVIOLI

SAND DABS

F O O D  &  W I N EF O O D  &  W I N E

Soup to Nuts

The pastry honors the tradition of burn-
ing a Yule log at Christmastime, symbol-
izing good luck, prosperity and delicious-
ness. Luckily, we don’t have to travel far 

There’s a veritable forest at Lafayette 
Bakery and Café (Barnyard shopping cen-
ter), in P.G. at Patisserie Bechler (1225 
Forest Ave.), and in Monterey at Paris 
Bakery (271 Bonifacio Place), Alta Bakery 

(502 Munras Ave.), and Parker-Lusseau 
(539 Hartnell St.). Alta’s version is choc-
olate buttermilk cake rolled with hazel-
nut-chocolate mousse and decorated with 
whimsical meringue mushrooms for six 

to eight people. Order through the 
21st at altamonterey.com or in per-
son for pick up on Dec. 23 or 24. 

-
late, vanilla, and mocha, available 
in-store by the slice, or a whole log 
for four, six or eight guests. A glu-
ten-free option is available. That 
order deadline is also Dec. 21. 

Parker-Lusseau Pastries has 
logs in chocolate-and-spice, choc-
olate-espresso, triple chocolate 
and more, in six sizes to feed four 
through 16 people. You can order 
them through Friday.

Lafayette has gluten-free mango 
passion almond biscuit, gluten-free 
pistachio lemon almond biscuit, 
brownie dark and milk chocolate, 

This Christmas, give yourself a 
break from cooking and cleanup

HAPPY HOLIDAYS to all! We’ve got 
a big old roundup of restaurants and take-
out options, including everyone’s favor-
ite holiday dessert, the Yule log. Time’s 
a-wastin’, so let’s get to it.

 Yule Logs 
Bûche de Noël, in French, Yule Logs 

are traditional Christmas cakes originating 
in France, Belgium, Lux-
embourg and Switzerland. 
Traditionally, they consist 

buttercream and covered in 
chocolate frosting to look 
like, well, logs. Sometimes they’re dusted 
in powdered sugar for a snowy look and 
decorated with marzipan or meringue 
mushrooms, while others may be more 
contemporary-looking.

Along with other purveyors, Elroy’s Fine Foods in Monte-
rey is offering a takeout Christmas feast that gives you all 
the comfort of dining in without the work. See YULE LOGS next page
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F O O D  &  W I N EF O O D  &  W I N E

Two Portola Plaza  |  Monterey, CA 93940 
(831) 649-4511  |  Portolahotel.com

Learn 
More

Yacht
Rock

NEW YEAR’S EVENEW YEAR’S EVE
20262026

Open Bar
Buffet Dinner
Live Music
Photo Booths

SAVOR THE SEASON
AT VALLEY KITCHEN

SCAN TO 
LEARN 
MORE

One Old Ranch Road, 
Carmel, CA 93923
TEL 831.275.1532

WEB carmelvalleyranch.com

The Ranch’s culinary team—

including new Executive 

Chef Ty Thaxton and 

Pastry Chef Molly Coen—

is bringing fresh and festive 

energy this season.

Christmas Eve dinner

Breakfast with Santa 
on Christmas morning

New Year’s Eve 
dinner followed by a 
celebratory countdown

LEAVE THE HOL IDAY
COOKING TO US!

and brownie coffee with mascarpone 

olate number, Grand Marnier or hazelnut/

 Christmas dinner

YULE LOGS
From previous page

and a dessert from their own special menu 

mashed potatoes and spinach, or a clas

crème with whipped cream, or a scoop of 

The lobby at Quail Lodge is ready for Christmas, and 
the Covey Grill is cooking up a storm with a three-
course prix fixe menu.

Continues next page
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#Tapas!
A Happy Hour     Beyond Compare.

D E L I G H T F U L L Y  A L F R E S C O

T R Y  O U R N E W

Tapas Happy Hour &  
Mid-Week Specials
4:30 - 6:00pm daily

Adjacent to the Casa Munras Garden Hotel & Spa | 700 Munras Avenue, Monterey
Reservations Recommended | 831-375-0176 | estebanrestaurant.com

F O O D  &  W I N E

1-800-GAMBLER • GEGR-000379, GEGR-000359, GEGR-000383 GEGR-000376 GEGR-000375

THE MARINA CLUB CASINO ENSURES THE SAFETY AND SECURITY OF ALL GUESTS AND TEAM MEMBERS AT ALL TIMES, WHILE PROVIDING EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE.

WHERE MONTEREY COMES TO PLAY

204 CARMEL AVENUE • MARINA, CA • 831-384-0925 
www.CASINOMONTEREY.com

• 1,500 SQ. FT. OF GAMING

• 3 CARD POKER   

• BLACKJACK

• TEXAS HOLD’EM

• PAI GOW

• FULL BAR

Just minutes from
Downtown Monterey

Why travel when you can
play in your own backyard.

REINDOLLAR

HILLCREST

CARMEL

PALM

D
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N
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specials to its menu for Dec. 24-27: prime rib with pota-
toes and haricots verts, as well as wild mushroom ravioli 
are on offer, along with sides of crispy Brussels sprouts 
and pancetta, and roasted chestnut bisque. Reserve at 
OpenTable.com or call (831) 624-1841 if you’d like more 
information.

Portola Hotel at the foot of Alvarado Street in Monte-
rey has several events scheduled. You can meet “the Mean 
Green One” — apparently a cousin of Dr. Seuss’ Grinch 
— while dining at Peter B’s on Friday from 6 to 8 p.m. or 
at Jacks on Saturday from 6 to 8 p.m. You can reserve a 
table at Jacks for any events listed here by calling (831) 
649-7870 or emailing jacks@portolahotel.com. Peter B’s 
listings will be walk-in only.

Leave the white shirt at home on Christmas Eve if you 
plan on diving into Jacks’ cioppino special with halibut, 

From previous page calamari, mussels and other 
seafood served with fresh 
garlic bread, served between 
4 and 10 p.m. Regular dinner 
and children’s menus will also 
be available, and carolers will 
serenade guests from 5 to 8 
p.m. Cost is $48.95 per per-
son, exclusive of an automatic 
20 percent gratuity and tax.

Oysters
On Christmas Day, Jacks 

has a three-course meal served 
in the restaurant’s festively 
decorated atrium from 3 to 8 
p.m. Choose a starter, entrée 
and dessert from options like 
beet salad or lobster bisque, 
and prime rib, turkey, halibut 
or a vegetarian “power bowl,” 
followed by pecan pie or pas-
sion fruit crème brûlée. The 

the prime rib. Prices exclude tax and gratuity.
For something more casual, drop by Peter B’s between 

noon and 8 p.m. — with happy hour from 4 to 6 p.m. — to 
order one of two traditional holiday dinner plates or any-
thing from the brewpub’s regular menu. A turkey dinner is 
$37.95 with your favorite sides, while prime rib is $42.95 
with mashed potatoes, green beans and baby carrots. Both 
come with a choice of Key lime mousse or pecan pie. 
Order your meal to go at (831) 649-2699.

Oystertown (281 Lighthouse Ave., Monterey) will 
host its Fisherman’s Feast on Christmas Eve with seat-

dinner is priced at $115 per person, not including tax or 
gratuity.

The meal will begin with a baked oyster duo, followed 
by a choice of yellowtail crudo with pomegranate and basil 
oil, or the restaurant’s seasonal salad. The second course 
offers steamed mussels or shrimp-and-saffron risotto.

Entrées include salmon and scallop with pesto mashed 

beans and almonds. For dessert, there’s chocolate pudding 
with a chocolate chip cookie or persimmon cake topped 
with caramel sauce. Reservations are required; call (831) 
312-8150.

Looking for something a little different? Estéban 
Restaurant in the Casa Munras Garden Hotel (700 Munras 

from 4 to 8 p.m. Diners can choose from starters of roasted 
beet salad with Manchego cheese and caramelized pear, or 

Eggnog cheesecake
For the main event, there’s a porcini-crusted prime rib, 

yogurt (chermoula is a North African condiment with 
spices and fresh herbs), olive and date tabouli, mint, and 
pomegranate molasses — or Champagne butter-poached 
lobster risotto with lobster tail with mascarpone cheese. 
The vegetarian entrée is grilled avocado with chermoula 
yogurt, olive and date tabouli, mint, and pomegranate 
molasses.

End with eggnog Basque cheesecake or chocolate pot 
de crème. A limited a la carte children’s menu will also 
be available. Reserve your table at (831) 375-0176 or at 
estebanrestaurant.com.

While you’re visiting, stop by the hotel’s annual 
employee gingerbread house contest and vote for your The employee gingerbread house competition at Casa Munras 

Garden Hotel in Monterey is ready for you to come by and cast 
your vote for the best holiday houses.

Yule Logs — those wonderful rolled cakes with creamy filling and whimsical decorations — can be found 
all over the Monterey Peninsula. From Parker Lusseau’s elegance (left), to pastry chef Ben Spungin’s 
mushroom-topped confections at Alta Bakery (right), you’re sure to find something with a pleasing com-
bination of flavors and just the right “look” for your holiday table. Order soon — good things take time.

PHOTOS/(LEFT) SALLY BAHO, (RIGHT) BEN SPUNGIN 

See FOOD next page
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Fresh Mexican 
seafood & grill 

in New Monterey!
Fish & Shrimp Tacos – Soft tortilla, 
crisp cabbage, creamy dill sauce. 

Made to order, always fresh. 
Relax & enjoy!

Spice Up Your 
Holiday Gatherings — 
    Let Us Do the Cooking!

Taqueria del Mar SINCE 
1986

M e n t i o n  t h i s  a d  a n d  g e t 

f r e e  c h i p s  a n d  s a l s a
M e n t i o n  t h i s  a d  a n d  g e t 

f r e e  c h i p s  a n d  s a l s a

Open until 4pm Christmas Eve
OPEN DAILY • 831-298-7453 • trailsidecafecv.com

3 Del Fino Place, Carmel Valley Village

Come Watch the

NCAA College 

Football Playoffs 

and Bowl Games

in the bar.

PLAN YOUR 
NEXT EVENT with us!

We have a private room, the beer-garden or 
the bar area you can rent to make it a fun night.

Need a last minute gift? 
Surprise someone with Dinner Out
Pick up a Gift Certificate
We also have some great Merch
to go with it

DAILY 12 NOON TO 10PM

EXPERIENCE THE ORIGINAL
Watch as your personal chef slices tender 
steak and juicy chicken. Take in the aroma 

of sizzling shrimp, lobster and savory 
vegetables. Or try our fresh nigiri, sashimi 
and specialty rolls, all prepared with the 

in Japanese cuisine.

136 Olivier St., Monterey
Near Old Fisherman’s Wharf  

(831) 644-9007  WWW.BENIHANA.COM

favorite, with the winner to be announced 
Jan. 2. You can stop by and cast your ballot 
until New Year’s Eve.

 Take it away
Wanna eat in? As always, Bruno’s Mar-

ket (Sixth & Junipero) has you covered 
with high quality meats from a real butcher, 
Gizdich Ranch pies, Jeffrey’s spiced nuts 
— a great way to make a salad a little 
“extra” — Paris Bakery quiches, Baker’s 
Bacon and so much more. Together with 
Surf N Sand Liquors next door, it really is 
one-stop shopping.

That doesn’t mean you shouldn’t visit 
one of the wine-tasting rooms around town 
(or in Carmel Valley) to sleuth out exactly 
the right bottles to accompany your meal. 
Nor should you skip the Cheese Shop in 
Carmel Plaza for something special for 
your charcuterie board, or Nielsen Bros. 

FOOD
From previous page

Market (Seventh & San Carlos), with its 
own selection of festive goodies and fresh 
organic produce.

Carmel Valley is home not only to 
Jerome’s Market, with its gourmet and 
everyday foodie options, but Baum & 
Blume, with Christmas options to jazz 
up your table and impress your guests. 
From frozen and fresh hors d’oeuvres like 
shrimp skewers with tomato jam or two-
layer pimiento cheese dip with smoked 
almonds, to honey-glazed roast duckling, 
roast leg of lamb, and even shrimp enchi-
ladas, you can let their cooks make your 
table shine. Visit baumandblume.com for 
details.

Elroy’s Fine Foods on Soledad Street in 
Monterey has a heat-and-eat $160 braised 
beef short rib dinner for two. Accou-
trements include a mixed endive salad, 

hazelnuts, carrots and winter squash, scal-
loped potatoes with pumpkin and white 
cheddar, and potato rolls. Order at elroys-

Sally Baho and Elaine Hesser contrib-
uted to this week’s column.

guitar wizardry and singing of East Bay’s 
Paul Kotapish, and the banjo and man-
dolin artistry of rising 
artist Tyler Weed.”

Irish step dancer 
Marisa Gilman
will accompany the 
musicians.

Tickets are $44.25 
for general admission 
and $15 for children. 
The church is located 
at 146 12th St. Go to 
celticsociety.org.

Live music 
Dec. 19-25

 Big Sur  
Big Sur River Inn

— singer and guitarist 
Rick Chelew (folk, 
Saturday, 12:30 p.m.). 
46800 Highway 1.

Fernwood Resort
— Harry & The Hit-
men (classic Motown and soul, Saturday at 
10 p.m.). 47200 Highway 1.

 Carmel  
Barmel — singer and guitarist Ryan 

Sesma (Sunday at 6 p.m.). Carmel Square 
on San Carlos north of Seventh. 

Carmel Mission Inn — Open Mic 
Night (Wednesday at 6 p.m.). In the Shear-
water Tavern, 3665 Rio Road.

Crossroads shopping center — The 
Peninsula Harmony Company (strolling 
Christmas carols, Saturday at noon). High-
way 1 and Rio Road.

Hyatt Carmel Highlands — singer 
and pianist T.J. Kuenster (jazz, Friday at 
4:45 p.m.), singer Dino Vera (jazz, r&b 
and dance music, Saturday and Thursday 
at 6 p.m.). 120 Highlands Drive.

MUSIC
From page 43A

Cypress Inn — singer Dino Vera (jazz, 
r&b and dance music, Friday at 6:30 p.m.), 
pianist Gennady Loktionov and singer
Debbie Davis (cabaret, Saturday at 6:30 
p.m.), The Andrea Carter Trio (jazz and 
pop, Sunday at 11 a.m.), The David Mor-
wood Jazz Band (Thursday at 6 p.m.). 

Ryan Sanchez and his 
family at Bruno’s Mar-
ket almost certainly 
have everything you 
need to serve a merry 
Christmas dinner, 
including plenty of 
fresh produce — if 
you want to make it 
yourself.

See MORE MUSIC next page

One of the most popular new wave bands in the early 1980s, A Flock of 
Seagulls plays Friday in Monterey.

Lincoln and Seventh.
Links Club — Side Hustle (rock, Sat-

urday at 7 p.m.). Carmel Plaza, Mission 
and Ocean.

Mission Ranch — singer and pianist 
Maddaline Edstrom (jazz, Friday through 
Sunday at 5 p.m.), pianist Gennady Lok-
tionov (jazz, Monday through Thursday at 
5 p.m.). 26270 Dolores St.

 Carmel Valley
Bernardus Lodge — pianist Steve 

Mann (jazz, Friday at 6 p.m.), Andrea’s 
Fault (jazz and pop, Saturday at noon), 
singer and pianist T.J. Kuenster (jazz, 
Saturday at 6 p.m.), guitarist John Sherry
(rock and blues, Sunday at noon), mando-

3 6 6 5  R I O  R OA D,   C A R M E L  •  S H E A RWAT E RTAV E R N .CO M

NYE 2026 
The Bond Ball

December 31 | 10pm - 1am
Join us for an exciting night 

Dress to impress or as your 
favorite Bond character 

(Best Dressed Contest)

Entertainment by 

Themed Cocktails with Open Bar 
(drinks included in price)

Casino Royale with Cheese Sliders 
and other delights, available all night

$125 /PERSON FOR THE FIRST 150  | $50 /NON-ALCOHOL

HENRY MILLER MEMORIAL LIBRARY FUNDRAISER 
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I’m Going Home 
for Christmas

Paul Martin

Christmas day is coming, I am happy 
and I’m humming,
Merry Christmas songs.
Frosty snowflakes are falling, as I 
spend my time calling,
all my friends back home.

Christmas bells are ringing and the 
happy children singing,
takes me way back when,
I’d count the days to remind me, 
that another day’s behind me,
‘til I’m home for Christmas once 
again.

I’m going home for Christmas,
I wish that I were there again.
On top of my Christmas wish list,
is my family and friends.

I know what I am missing, it’s the 
hugging and the kissing,
til I’m home again.
Anxiously I’m waiting, I can’t help 
anticipating,
being home for Christmas once 
again.

 By Paul Martin © 2012
I’m Going Home for Christmas    www.MyPrayers.net 

Music Credits 
(P) 2012 Lyrics and music written and performed by Paul Martin. 

Produced and arranged by Paul Martin and Daryl Kojak.

Christmas trees are decorated, I’m 
impatient and elated,
to be going home.
Frosty snowmen are appearing and 
I’m happy to be hearing,
Merry Christmas songs.

Christmas cheer is abounding and 
the carolers are sounding,
just like long lost friends.
I sing along to remind me, that 
another day’s behind me.
‘til I’m home for Christmas once 
again.

I’m going home for Christmas,
I wish that I were there again,
On top of my Christmas wish list,
is my family and friends.

Soon I will be sharing all the 
happiness and caring,
when I’m home again.
Anxiously I am waiting, I can’t help 
anticipating,
being home for Christmas once 
again.

at

presents

Singer-Songwriter Open Mic Night
EVERY WEDNESDAY • 6-9PM

Shearwater Tavern menu & full bar is available.

SHEARWATER 
SESSIONS

Enjoy music from different artists.

Contact Doug Fearnside at
dfearnside86@gmail.com 

if you’d like to perform.

3 6 6 5  R I O  R O A D ,  C A R M E L  •  S H E A R WAT E R TAV E R N . C O M

MARINE LIFE STUDIES - BENEFIT GIFT SHOP
8142 MOSS LANDING RD, MOSS LANDING, CA 95039

MARINE LIFE STUDIES - CONFERENCE CENTER

Friday - Sunday Hours 10AM - 6PM
We proudly feature local artists, showcasing 
and celebrating their creative talent. All 
proceeds support our research, education, 
and whale rescue programs. Our collection 
includes metal sculptures, handcrafted 
jewelry, greeting cards, books, plush toys, 
framed pressed seaweed art, and much more!

Learn more at: 
MarineLifeStudies.org

Our conference rooms are the perfect setting for 
your next meeting, retreat, or special event - 
not only because of its functionality, but also 
its unbeatable location in Monterey County.

Small Room - 202 sq ft
Large Room - 1032 sq ft

Convenient parking. Near Cornucopia Market.
26135 Carmel Rancho Bl., #E105, Carmel, CA
(831) 308-0906       Open M-F: 8-6, Sat.: 8-2

www.StretchLAB.com/location/carmelrancho

1-ON-1 ASSISTED 
STRETCHING STUDIO

Looking for relief from tension, stiffness & stress?
Concerned about falling and losing balance?
IMPROVE SPORTS PERFORMANCE!

1st Visit Discount: 
Up to 50% Off Walk-In Price
Helping people of all ages and lifestyles 

so they can live better.

linist Dave Holodiloff (jazz, Thursday at 
11 a.m.). 415 Carmel Valley Road.

Big Sur Vineyards Tasting Room — 
singer and guitarist Kyle Kovalik (Sunday 
at 2 p.m.). 1 Del Fino Place.

Edgar’s Restaurant — Evergreen
(pop and folk, Friday at 5:30 p.m.). At 
Quail Lodge, 8205 Valley Greens Drive.

Folktale Winery — singer and guitarist 
Trianna Feruza (Friday at 4 p.m.), singer 
and guitarist RJ DeMarco (Saturday at 4 
p.m.), The Paul Contos Trio (jazz, Sun-
day at 4 p.m.), singer and guitarist Lind-
sey Wall (Monday at 4 p.m.). 8940 Carmel 
Valley Road.

Trailside Cafe — singer and guitarist 
Tony Burciaga (Saturday at 6 p.m.). 3 Del 
Fino Place.

MORE MUSIC
From previous page

 Monterey
Albatross Ridge Winery — 

singer and guitarist RJ DeMarco
(Friday at 6 p.m.), singer and guitar-
ist Ryan Sesma (jazz, Saturday at 6 
p.m.). 316 Alvarado St. 

Bon Ton LeRoy’s Smokehouse
— Open Mic (Thursday at 7 p.m.). 
794 Lighthouse Ave. 

Bulldog Sports Pub — Tribe 
in the Sky presents a weekly jam 
(Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.). 611 Light-
house Ave.

Hyatt Regency Monterey — 
singer and multi-instrumentalist 
Reija Massey (Saturday at 7 p.m.). 
1 Old Golf Course Road.

InterContinental Hotel — gui-
tarist John Sherry (rock and blues, 
Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m.), guitarist 
Terrence Farrell (Spanish, classical and 
jazz, Sunday at 9 a.m.), guitarist Glenn 

Bell (jazz, Thursday at 6 p.m.). 750 Can-
nery Row.

Midici Pizza — singer Miranda 
Perl-Astrup, guitarist Adam Astrup, 
bassist Joe Dolister (Sunday at 5 p.m.). 
467 Alvarado St.

Monterey County Fairgrounds — 
Matt Masih & the Messengers acoustic 
trio (funk, soul and groove, Friday at 6 
p.m.). In the Jingle Bar, 2004 Fairground 
Road.

Monterey Plaza Hotel — pianist Gary 
Meek (jazz, Friday at 6 p.m.), singer and 
pianist Scott Brown (jazz and pop, Satur-
day at 6 p.m.), pianist Steve Mann (jazz, 
Sunday at 6 p.m.), singer and multi-instru-
mentalist Alison Sharino (Monday at 6 
p.m.), mandolinist Dave Holodiloff (jazz, 
Tuesday and Wednesday at 6 p.m.), guitar-
ist John Sherry (rock and blues, Thursday 
at 6 p.m.). 400 Cannery Row.

Old Fisherman’s Wharf — The Ninth 
Annual Christmas on the Wharf celebra-
tion includes a free performance by The 
Carmel Presbyterian Church Choir 
(holiday music, Saturday at 2 p.m.). 1 Old 
Fisherman’s Wharf.

Pearl Hour — The Zach Westfall 
Quartet (jazz, Sunday at 8 p.m.), The Ben 

Herod Trio (jazz, Wednesday at 8 p.m.). 
214 Lighthouse Ave.

Peter Bs at Portola Hotel — singer and 
guitarist Ryan Sesma (Friday at 6 p.m.). 2 
Portola Plaza.

Portola Hotel — singer and guitarist 
Ryan Sesma (Saturday at 6 p.m.), The 
Peninsula Harmony Company Trio
(Christmas music, Wednesday at 5 p.m.). 
At Jack’s Terrace, 2 Portola Plaza.

Puma Road Winery at Portola Hotel 
— singer and guitarist Kito Rayburn
(Friday at 6 p.m.), Songbird Meadow
(“a sweet fusion of melodies with hints of 
alternative, pop, blues and Latin,” Satur-
day at 6 p.m.), singer and guitarist Peter 
Barnes Martin (jazz, Sunday at 5 p.m.). 
281 Alvarado St.

Sardine Factory — singer and guitarist 
David Conley (Tuesday through Thursday 
at 6:30 p.m., and Friday and Saturday at 8 
p.m.). 701 Wave St.

Sly McFly’s — Everyday People
(“classic Latin rock with an old school 
twist,” Friday at 9 p.m.), The Bridget 
Marie Band (pop, rock and r&b, Saturday 
at 9 p.m.). 700 Cannery Row.

Singer and instrumen-
talists Dan Frechette 
and Laurel Thomsen 
play Celtic Christmas 
music Monday at 
Pop & Hiss in Pacific 
Grove.

See LIVE next page
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Where California 
was Born.

Next opportunity to showcase your business: Jan. 16, 2026
Call Meena Lewellen  (831) 274-8655  |  meena@carmelpinecone.com

434 Alvarado St., Monterey | 831-375-1400 | rosinesmonterey.com

Now Open Now Open 
in Sand City! in Sand City! 

Family-Owned. Locally Loved. Since 1980.
Open Daily from 8am

DOWNTOWN 
DINING 
DONE RIGHT

400 TYLER ST, MONTEREY

(831) 372-TURN 
www.turn12barandgrill.com  

Relaxed casual 
atmosphere. 
Gourmet California 
comfort food. 
Outstanding 
craft drinks. 

CALENDAR

To advertise, email anne@carmelpinecone.com $0.50 per word ($25 min. charge)

Fridays — Dino Vera, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., at Terry’s Restaurant 
+ Lounge, inside Cypress Inn, Lincoln and Seventh, Carmel-
by-the-Sea. For more information, please contact Cypress 
Inn, (831) 624-3871.

Through Dec. 24 — Finish off your holiday list at Baum 
& Blume! Find unique gifts, sparkling jewelry, French bath 
goods, cozy scarves/gloves, men’s accessories, children’s 
animal hats, ornaments, cards, gift wrap, gourmet goodies 
and more! Open Christmas Eve till 5 p.m. Baum & Blume 
and The Carriage House, 4 El Caminito Road, Carmel Valley 
(831) 659-0400. 

Through Dec. 21 — Don’t miss the fun free 9th Annual 
Christmas on Fisherman’s Wharf for three weekends 
through the end of the year. Enjoy dazzling NEW decorations 
and a 23 -foot Christmas tree, free Santa visits at his Santa 
House, talented choirs, singers and other live musicians, 
dancers, a Salvation Army Toy Barrel plus a hot cocoa and 
cookies fundraiser for Salvation Army, and much more! 
Additional information and the entertainment schedule are 
on montereywharf.com. 

Through Dec. 20 — I Cantori di Carmel performs Handel’s 
Messiah. Performance begins 7:30 p.m. at Salinas High 
School Performing Arts Center. For tickets and details, visit 
www.icantori.og

Saturdays — Soulful blues with Debbie Davis and 
Gennady, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., at Terry’s Restaurant + 

Lounge, inside Cypress Inn, Lincoln and Seventh, Carmel-
by-the-Sea. For more information, please contact Cypress 
Inn, (831) 624-3871.

Sundays — Live music 5 to 7 p.m. at Woody’s at Del 
Mesa. Musical guests Brice and Nina deliver an eclectic 
mix of jazz, rock and reggae, 500 Del Mesa Carmel. (831) 
624-1854

New Year’s Eve – Wednesday, Dec. 31 — Ring in 2026 
with an unforgettable New Year’s Eve celebration at 
Terry’s. Final details are still to come, but guests can expect 
a night of festive dining, music and Carmel charm. Early 
reservations are highly encouraged.

Jan. 10, 2026 — First Carmel-by-the-Sea 5K at 8:30 a.m. 
Breathtaking 3.1 mile course starts in downtown Carmel-
by-the-Sea, winds its way through 
neighborhood streets to settle 
along Scenic Road for views of the 
coast you won’t want to miss. Post-
race celebration at the bottom of 
Ocean Ave. and the beach. USATF 

Proceeds generated will help the 

the Run Central Coast Inc. Register 
today and be part of this exciting new community event. 
Visit: www.carmel-by-the-sea-5k.com for more information.

 — 
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Based in Santa Cruz, Harry & the Hitmen play classic Motown and soul Satur-
day at Fernwood Resort in Big Sur.

Up to 50%Up to 50%
off select parts & accessories etc.

Gift 
Certificate 
& Stocking 

Stuffers 
available

10% off ALL BIKES!!!
Orbea, Bianchi, Marin, SE Bikes, Batch, 

Stacyc, Strider.

224 Reindollar Avenue, Unit A
Marina, CA 93933

www.cyclehousebikes.com

I’m such a sweet, pretty girl 
and I want to be your new 
forever family member. I’m 
at the SPCA!

Yeska
1 year old

I am a champion cuddler - I’d 
love to show you! 

I’m available for adoption at 
the SPCA!

Lilly
3 years old

Call us at (831) 373-2631 for more information 
about adopting Yeska & Lilly.

Sponsored by Friends of All Cats
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P U B L I C  N O T I C E S
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252079

The following person(s) is(are) doing busi-
ness as:
Carmel Valley Ranch, One Old Ranch 
Road Carmel, CA 93923, County of 
Monterey
Registered Owner(s):
Commune Hotels and Resorts, LLC, 150 N. 
Riverside Plaza, 14th Floor, Legal Depart-
ment Chicago, IL 60606; DE
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name listed 
above on 11/30/2018
S/ Tricia Grady, Vice President
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on 11/14/2025
11/28, 12/5, 12/12, 12/19/25
CNS-3987327#
CARMEL PINE CONE
Publication Dates:  Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 12, 19 
2025. (PC 1128)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252097

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: TRI COUNTY LANDSCAPE SUP-
PLY, 71 Elkhorn Rd., Watsonville, CA 
95076.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the 
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.: 
SANTA CRUZ COMPOST COMPANY 
INC., 71 Elkhorn Rd., Watsonville, CA 
95076.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a corporation.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Nov. 16, 1981.
S/Juan Ramirez, Manager

Date: Nov. 18, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 18, 
2025.
Publication Dates: Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 12, 19, 
2025. (PC 1139)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252098

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: 55 AG SUPPLY, 58153 Highway 
198, San Lucas, CA 93954.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s): 
WILLIAM JAMES TAYLOR, P.O. Box 224, 
San Lucas, CA 93954.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Nov. 18, 2025.
S/William Taylor
Date signed: Nov. 18, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 18, 
2025.
Publication Dates: Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 12, 19, 
2025 (PC 1140)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252032

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: M’S HOME HEALTHCARE PRO-
FESSIONAL SERVICES, 570 Dolan Road
Moss Landing 95039.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s): 
MARIE HELEN BURROW, 570 Dolan Road
Moss Landing 95039.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business 

under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Nov. 6, 2025.
S/Marie Burrow
Date signed: Nov. 6, 2025
This statement was filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 6, 
2025.
Publication Dates: Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 12, 19, 
2025 (PC 1141)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252095

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: 1 2 3 LAUNDRY, 914 N Sanborn 
Rd., Salinas, CA 93905.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the 
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.: 
DONNAMU LLC, 1585 N 4th St., Unit K, 
San Jose, CA 95112.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Nov. 18, 2025.
S/Taehyun Kim, Manager
Date: Nov. 18, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 18, 
2025.
Publication Dates: Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 12, 19, 
2025. (PC 1142)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252053

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: JAMESBURG JEWELRY, 38625 
Oak Rd., Carmel Valley, CA 93924.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s): 
PATRICIA MICHELLE GLASS, 38525 Oak 
Rd., Carmel Valley, CA 93924.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Oct. 12, 2025.
S/Patricia Glass
Date signed: Nov. 6, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 10, 
2025.
Publication Dates: Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 12, 19, 
2025 (PC 1143)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20252071
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: MONTEREY CHIROPRACTIC 
CARE CENTER, 829 Cass St., Monterey, 
CA 93940.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s): 
DEBORAH DIAZ KIMES.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on N/A.
S/Deborah Diaz Kimes
Date signed: Nov. 13, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 13, 
2025.
Publication Dates: Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 12, 19, 
2025 (PC 1145)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252092

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
Filing type: NEW FILING - with 
CHANGE(S) from the previous filing.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: RICHARD FONTANA DESIGN, 
21012 Country Park Rd., Salinas, CA 
93908.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s): 
RICHARD P. FONTANA.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on N/A.
S/Richard Fontana
Date signed: Nov. 17, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 17, 
2025.
Publication Dates: Nov. 28, Dec. 5, 12, 19, 
2025 (PC 1147)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20252140
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: 
1. TOTEM
2. TOTEM HOLISTIC GROUP
3. ODE2BLUE
SW Corner Lincoln Ave. & 7th Ave., Car-
mel-by-the-Sea, CA 93921.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the 
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.: 
PAWS AND PEDICURES LLC, P.O. Box 
2102, Carmel-by-the-Sea, CA 93921.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on N/A.
S/Heather McCandless, Manager
Date: Nov. 25, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 25, 
2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 5, 12, 19, 26, 2025. 
(PC 1201)

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF MONTEREY

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Case No. 25CV006210
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Pe-

titioner, JASMINE NGWANYU PRINGLE, 
filed a petition with this court  for a decree 
changing names as follows: 
A. Present name: 
JASMINE NGWANYU PRINGLE
Proposed name: 
JASMINE WANYU NG

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated below 
to show cause, if any, why the petition for 
change of name should not be granted. Any 
person objecting to the name changes de-
scribed above must file a written objection 
that includes the reasons for the objection 
at least two court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must appear at 
the hearing to show cause why the petition 
should not be granted. If no written objec-
tion is timely filed, the court may grant the 
petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING: 
DATE: Feb. 3, 2026
TIME: 11:00 a.m.
DEPT: 13A
The address of the court is 1200 Agua-

jito Road, Monterey, CA 93940.
(s) Hon. Thomas W. Wills
Judge of the Superior Court
Date filed: Dec. 3, 2025

Publication Dates: Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2025; 
Jan 3, 2026. (PC 1205)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20252152
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
Coastal Post Acute, 348 Iris Drive, Sali-
nas, CA 93906 County of MONTEREY
Registrant(s):
Windsor Skyline Care Center, LLC, 9526 W. 
Pico Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90035
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on N/A.
Windsor Skyline Care Center, LLC
S/ AVROHOIM TRESS, MANAGER,
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on 11/26/2025.
12/12, 12/19, 12/26/25, 1/2/26
CNS-3982298#
CARMEL PINE CONE
Publication Dates:  Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2025; 
Jan. 2, 2026. (PC 1206)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20252154
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: TEAM BOSS EXPRESS, 5 Mimbre-
ra Cir., Salinas, CA 93905.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s): 
MARIA GUADALUPE DIAZ LOPEZ, 5 Mim-
brera Cir., Salinas, CA 93905..
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Nov. 20, 2025.
S/Maria Guadalupe Diaz Lopez
Date signed: Nov. 26, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 26, 
2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2025; 
Jan. 2, 2026 (PC 1207)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20252167
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: CALI MEATS ESTILO JALISCO, 2 
Paloma Ave., Salinas, CA 93905.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s): 
RAUL SANDOVAL CHAVEZ, 2 Paloma 
Ave., Salinas, CA 93905..
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on N/A.
S/Raul Sandoval
Date signed: Dec. 2, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 2, 2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2025; 
Jan. 2, 2026 (PC 1208)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20252168
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: WAG & WASH BY ANNIE, 7620 
Carmel Valley Road, Carmel, CA 93923.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s): 
ANNIE ELIZABETH HUDDLESON, 7620 
Carmel Valley Road, Carmel, CA 93923.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Aug. 16, 2025.
S/Annie Huddleson
Date signed: Dec. 2, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 2, 2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2025; 
Jan. 2, 2026 (PC 1209)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20252192
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: MINA'S CLEANING SERVICES, 
516 Roosevelt St. #A, Salinas, CA 93905.
County of Principal Place of Business: MON
TEREY
Registered Owner(s): 
GUILLERMINA SANCHEZ MORA.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on 2017.
S/GUILLERMINA SANCHEZ MORA
Date signed: Dec. 8, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 8, 2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2025; 
Jan. 2, 2026 (PC 1210)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20252140
Filing type: RENEWAL FILING - filed with-
in 40 days of the expiration date and no 
CHANGES(S) from the previous filing
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: 
MONTEREY CHIROPRACTIC GROUP, 
2511 Garden Rd., C-100, Monterey, CA 
93940.
County of Principal Place of Business: MON
TEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the 
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.: 
BRIAN PAUL RECTOR
BRIAN P. RECTOR, CHIROPRACTIC, INC.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a corporation.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Dec. 18, 2015.
S/Brian P. Rector, CEO
Date: Oct. 6, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 8, 2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2025; 
Jan. 2, 2026 (PC 1212)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20252198
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: CHRISTY ON THE VINE, 140 W. 
Franklin St., Ste 203 #117, Monterey, CA 
93940.
County of Principal Place of Business: MON
TEREY
Registered Owner(s): 
CHRISTINA NAKADA, 140 W. Franklin St., 
Ste 203 #117, Monterey, CA 93940.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Dec. 6, 2025.
S/Christina Nakada
Date signed: Dec. 9, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 9, 2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2025; 
Jan. 2, 2026 (PC 1213)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20252155
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: 
TMART 21, 50940 Mesa Verde Rd., King 
City, CA 93930.
County of Principal Place of Business: MON
TEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the 
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.: 
AIT VENTURE, INC., 904 Carolyn, Tehacha-
pi, CA 93561.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a corporation.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on June 1, 2016.
S/Sherri Blanco, Secretary
Date: Nov. 26, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 26, 
2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 19, 26, 2025; Jan. 2, 
9, 2026 (PC 1214)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20252156
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: 
TMART 22, 2338 Del Monte Ave., Mon-
terey, CA 93940.
County of Principal Place of Business: MON
TEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the 
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.: 
AIT VENTURE, INC., 904 Carolyn, Tehacha-
pi, CA 93561.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a corporation.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on June 1, 2016.
S/Sherri Blanco, Secretary
Date: Nov. 26, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 26, 
2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 19, 26, 2025; Jan. 2, 
9, 2026 (PC 1215)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20252186
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: 
KOAM REALTY, 352 Greenwich Way, 
Salinas, CA 93907.
County of Principal Place of Business: MON
TEREY
Registered Owner(s): 
DANIEL KIHONG KWON, 352 Green-
wich Way, Salinas, CA 93907.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Dec. 5, 2025.
S/Daniel Kwon
Date signed: Dec. 5 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Dec. 5, 2025.
Publication Dates: Dec. 19, 26, 2025; Jan. 2, 
9, 2026 (PC 1216)

HIGHLANDS FORCE MAIN FLUSHING 
INLET REPLACEMENT PROJECT

Notice is hereby given that sealed proposals will be received by 
the District Board, Carmel Area Wastewater District, at the District 

office, 3945 Rio Road, Carmel, CA. 93923, until

10:00 A.M., Friday, January 2, 2026

at which time they will be publicly opened and read for performing 
the work as follows:

The results of the bidding will be reported to the District Board 
within thirty (30) days of the date of the bid opening at which 
time if bids are found to be acceptable by the District Board, 

written notice of award will be given to the lowest responsive and           
responsible Bidder. However, said District Board reserves its right 
to reject any or all bids, to waive irregularities of any bids or to 

re-advertise for all or any part of the work contemplated.

No bidder shall withdraw his bid for a period of thirty (30) calen-
dar days after the date set by the Board for the opening thereof.

Specifications and proposal forms may be secured at no charge by 
emailing the District’s Principal Engineer at bandy@cawd.org and 

requesting the documents.

Posted on two dates: 
December 19 and 26, 2025

Publication dates: 
Dec. 19 & 26, 2025 (PC1220)

Publication dates: Dec. 19, 26, 2025; Jan. 2, 2026 (PC1219)

Trustee Sale No. 183223 Title No. 250592416 NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UN-
DER A DEED OF TRUST, DATED 07/25/2006. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, 
IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEED-
ING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. On 01/13/2026 at 10:00 AM, PRIME RECON 
LLC, as duly appointed Trustee under and pursuant to Deed of Trust recorded 08/04/2006, as Instrument 
No. 2006068986, in book xx, page xx, of Official Records in the office of the County Recorder of MONTE-
REY County, State of California, executed by CESAR AMILCAR ARGUETA, A MARRIED MAN AS HIS SOLE 
AND SEPARATE PROPERTY, WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH, CASHIER’S 
CHECK/CASH EQUIVALENT or other form of payment authorized by 2924h(b), (payable at time of sale in 
lawful money of the United States), MAIN ENTRANCE, MONTEREY COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILD-
ING, 168 W. ALISAL STREET, SALINAS CA 93901. All right, title and interest conveyed to and now held by 
it under said Deed of Trust in the property situated in said County and State, described as: FULLY DESCRIBED 
IN THE ABOVE DEED OF TRUST. APN 012-265-004-000 The street address and other common designation, 
if any, of the real property described above is purported to be: 1238 HAMILTON AVENUE, SEASIDE, CA 
93955. The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of the street address and other 
common designation, if any, shown herein. Said sale will be made, but without covenant or warranty, expressed 
or implied, regarding title, possession, or encumbrances, to pay the remaining principal sum of the note(s) se-
cured by said Deed of Trust, with interest thereon, as provided in said note(s), advances, if any, under the terms 
of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges and expenses of the Trustee and of the trusts created by said Deed of Trust. 
The total amount of the unpaid balance of the obligation secured by the property to be sold and reasonable es-
timated costs, expenses and advances at the time of the initial publication of the Notice of Sale is: $449,333.58 
If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any reason, the successful bidder’s sole and exclusive remedy shall 
be the return of monies paid to the Trustee, and the successful bidder shall have no further recourse. The ben-
eficiary under said Deed of Trust heretofore executed and delivered to the undersigned a written Declaration 
of Default and Demand for Sale, and written Notice of Default and Election to Sell. The undersigned caused a 
Notice of Default and Election to Sell to be recorded in the county where the real property is located. Dated: 
12/03/2025 Prime Recon LLC By: Bailey Goebig, Authorized Signer Prime Recon LLC 27368 Via Industria, 
Ste 201 Temecula, CA 92590 (888) 725-4142 Prime Recon LLC may be attempting to collect a debt. Any 
information obtained may be used for that purpose. FOR TRUSTEE’S SALE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL: 
(844) 901-0998 OR VIEW OUR WEBSITE: https://salesinformation.prime-recon.com NOTICE TO POTEN-
TIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding on this property lien, you should understand that there are risks 
involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on the property itself. Placing the 
highest bid at a trustee auction does not automatically entitle you to free and clear ownership of the property. 
You should also be aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you are the highest bidder at 
the auction, you are or may be responsible for paying off all liens senior to the lien being auctioned off, before 
you can receive clear title to the property. You are encouraged to investigate the existence, priority, and size of 
outstanding liens that may exist on this property by contacting the county recorder’s office or a title insurance 
company, either of which may charge you a fee for this information. If you consult either of these resources, 
you should be aware that the same lender may hold more than one mortgage or deed of trust on the property. 
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this notice of sale may be postponed one or more 
times by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the California Civil Code. 
The law requires that information about trustee sale postponements be made available to you and to the public, 
as a courtesy to those not present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether your sale date has been postponed, 
and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and date for the sale of this property, you may call (844) 901-0998 for 
information regarding the trustee’s sale or visit this internet website - https://salesinformation.prime-recon.com 
- for information regarding the sale of this property, using the file number assigned to this case: TS#183223. 
Information about postponements that are very short in duration or that occur close in time to the scheduled 
sale may not immediately be reflected in the telephone information or on the internet website. The best way to 
verify postponement information is to attend the scheduled sale. NOTICE TO TENANT: You may have a right to 
purchase this property after the trustee auction pursuant to Section 2924m of the California Civil Code. If you 
are an “eligible tenant buyer,” you can purchase the property if you match the last and highest bid placed at 
the trustee auction. If you are an “eligible bidder,” you may be able to purchase the property if you exceed the 
last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. There are three steps to exercising this right of purchase. First, 
48 hours after the date of the trustee sale, you can call (844) 901-0998 for information regarding the trustee’s 
sale, or visit this internet website https://salesinformation.prime-recon.com for information regarding the sale 
of this property, using the file number assigned to this case TS#183223 to find the date on which the trustee’s 
sale was held, the amount of the last and highest bid, and the address of the trustee. Second, you must send a 
written notice of intent to place a bid so that the trustee receives it no more than 15 days after the trustee’s sale. 
Third, you must submit a bid so that the trustee receives it no more than 45 days after the trustee’s sale. If you 
think you may qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you should consider contacting an at-
torney or appropriate real estate professional immediately for advice regarding this potential right to purchase. 
NPP0482048 To: CARMEL PINE CONE 12/19/2025, 12/26/2025, 01/02/2026 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of Directors of the 
Santa Lucia Community Services District (“District”) hereby calls for 
sealed bid proposals to be received by the Executive Assistant of the 
District, at the Gate House, One Rancho San Carlos Road, Carmel, 
California 93923 on or before Wednesday, January 14, 2026 at 
4:00 pm U.S. Pacific Time Zone, verified at www.time.gov.

All bids will include delivery to above address and all appropriate 
sales tax etc. for Monterey Co.

One (1) 2026 Model AWD pickup truck, 2.5L  Hybrid engine, Ex-
terior Color: Carbonized Gray, Interior Color: Navy Pier, Bucket 
Seats, Spray in Bedliner.

The Board reserves the right to reject any and all bids and any or all 
items of such bids and to waive any informality or irregularity in any 
bid but if the bids are accepted, the contract for the equipment will 
be let to the lowest responsible bidder. 

At 4:00 pm January 14, 2026, the Bid Proposals will be taken by the 
Executive Assistant of the District and opened and publicly read by 
her or her authorized representative. All bids received after this time 
will be returned unopened. The bids, together with a report of the 
bidders and the respective amounts of the bids, will be presented to 
the Board of Directors of the Santa Lucia Community Services District 
on Tuesday, January 20, 2026. 

Please direct any questions to:

Executive Assistant Aimee Dahle
Santa Lucia Community Service District
One Rancho San Carlos Road
Carmel, CA 93923
831-620-6780
adahle@santaluciapreserve.com
 
Date of Publication: 
December 19th & 26th, 2025 and January 2nd, 2026

By order of the Board of Directors of the
Santa Lucia Community Service District.
State of California
Shaw Pick General Manager

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
BID NO. 25-04

The Santa Lucia Preserve

Publication dates: 
Dec. 19, 26, 2025; Jan. 2, 2026 (PC1228)

 BE PREPARED FOR 
EMERGENCIES

Register your phone number 
at  alertmontereycounty.org

CHRISTMAS WEEK LEGAL DEADLINE 
Legal notices must be submitted no later than 

3 P.M Friday, December 19 (before Christmas week)
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 “I look forward to The Pine Cone more than you will ever know.”

 “Thanks for the opportunity to read this wonderful little paper. It is much appreciated.”

in a cozy cafe in Carmel. Please never stop the paper newspaper.” 

week as I still have many friends and some family in the area.”

proud of in Carmel and the Pine Cone sits near the top of the list.”

             

24,500 subscribers online • 18,500 copies in print • 110 years of serving the community

We’re lucky to have such devoted readers ...

T R U S T E D B Y L O C A L S A N D L O V E D B Y V I S I T O R S S I N C E  1 9 1 5

“It’s fun to come to 
work when people 
think you’re so good”

The Carmel Pine Cone
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R E S TA U R A N T

Nami, where the vibrant energy of Monterey meets the artistry of a 

premier steak and seafood. We've transformed a historic location into a 

stylish, upscale-casual haven for locals and visitors alike. Step inside and 

discover a dining experience that is both sophisticated and wonderfully 

relaxed, designed for memorable evenings and culinary exploration.

Coming in January 2026

NAMIMONTEREY.COM  |  831.649.8151  |  301 ALVARADO STREET, MONTEREY

MONTEREY’S PREMIERE 
STEAK & SEAFOOD DESTINATION

SOMETHING exciting
FOR THE NEW YEAR 

Open Daily for Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner
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