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HEALTHYLifestylesLifestyles
Holiday filling is good. Dental fillings, not so much. Learn how 
to keep your teeth — and gums — healthy … Inside this week!  

A rescue worker surveys the coastline south of Rocky Point in Big Sur. A 
search for a missing 7-year-old ended when her body was recovered Sun-
day about a half-mile north of where she was swept into the ocean Friday.

PHOTO/SCOT SMYTHE

The fatal incident is the latest along the north Big Sur 
coast, where a grim toll of drownings has been recorded 
in recent years.

Yuji Hu, 39, and his 7-year-old daughter, Anzi, were 
visiting from Alberta, Canada, when the girl was pulled 

into the water just before 1 p.m. by a 15-to-20-
foot wave. To save her, Hu “entered the water and 
reached her,” but “both were carried farther out to 
sea,” according to the Monterey County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Mother saved
The girl’s mother, who has not been named, 

also entered the water to try to save her daughter, 
but off-duty California State Parks lifeguard Sean 
Nowland “jumped into action when he spotted a 
family in distress,” according to California State 
Parks. He pulled the woman from the surf, and 
with the assistance of a passerby, he helped do the 
same for her husband. 

The man was pronounced dead at a local hospi-
tal, while the woman was treated for hypothermia 
and released.

A 2-year-old child was also on the beach but  
was unharmed.

A large-scale search to find the girl was 
launched Friday and continued through the week-
end. Agencies involved in the effort included Cali-
fornia State Parks, Cal Fire, the U.S. Coast Guard, 

Deadly surf strikes again as father, daughter drown  
By CHRIS COUNTS

AFTER HIS daughter was swept into the surf Friday 
at Garrapata State Beach in Big Sur, a father jumped in and 
tried to save her, but tragically, both drowned.

See DROWNED page 16A

Investigation finds 
‘extreme pricing’ 
at CHOMP, other 
MoCo hospitals
n ‘Crushing costs’ hit residents

By KELLY NIX

COMMUNITY HOSPITAL of the Monterey Pen-
insula and two other nonprofit hospitals in the county 
charge exceptionally high prices to patients because they 
have “a profound lack of competition” — not because of 
increasing operating costs 
and other factors — accord-
ing to a bombshell report 
by a state agency that said 
the exorbitant rates have 
caused a “severe” financial 
burden on Monterey County 
communities. 

Prices for services and 
care at the three county hos-
pitals far surpass statewide and San Francisco Bay area 
standards, with inpatient prices for people with private 
insurance at CHOMP nearly 6 times more than Medicare 
rates, the Office of Health Care Affordability said in the 
report, which investigated hospital market competition in 
Monterey County. 

Contributing factors
“These price levels are not justified by higher labor 

costs, since wages for most staff are comparable to those 
in neighboring regions,” the documented noted. “Nor are 
they explained by superior quality of care, as federal qual-
ity ratings place Monterey County hospitals in the middle 
of the pack.”

The 63-page findings said a lack of competition is the 
reason prices at the hospitals, which include Salinas Valley 

‘Profound lack 
of competition’ 
brings sky-high 
rates

Rainfall totals are
biggest in 50 years

By CHRIS COUNTS

THE SERIES of storms that drenched the Califor-
nia coast this week brought double-digit rainfall totals to 
higher elevations in Big Sur, forced Caltrans to stop to 
work at Regent’s Slide on Highway 1, created a new slide 
on the highway that was soon cleared — and set a 50-year 
record for rainfall at Monterey Airport.

In many places, the rain that’s fallen in October and 
November represents the highest totals tallied since the 

See PRICES page 22A

See RAIN page 17A

following month, the council appointed a steering com-
mittee to lead the effort, and since then it’s held 36 meet-
ings, many of them running several hours, according to 
assistant city administrator Brandon Swanson.

Winter and his consultants produced a draft that the 
committee decided was redundant and overly lengthy, 
Swanson explained at the Nov. 18 meeting.

“Upon receipt of the first public drafts of the design 

Revised ‘design guidelines’ would govern 
every aspect of home design, building
n Bewildering result after years of effort  

By MARY SCHLEY

ANYONE BUILDING or remodeling a house in 
Carmel must “hand-craft” a wood fence, “craft a garage 
door either to provide visual interest, to recede completely 
into the materials and colors of the building wall, or ori-
ent it so as not to face the street,” avoid contrasting col-
ors, use authentic materials authentically, preserve trees, 
never use petroleum-based products, make the building 
recede into the background while providing space and 
light for any adjacent historic structures, and “retain and 
build upon Carmel’s established architectural heritage” of  
“rustic Tudor, Fairytale, Craftsman, Mission Revival and 
mid-century Modern,” according to a 31-page draft of res-
idential design guidelines created by a committee during 
the past 32 months and presented to the planning commis-
sion at a special meeting Tuesday.

In March 2022, the city contracted with Nore Win-
ter, who drafted the original “design traditions” guide-
lines decades earlier, to lead an effort to revise them. The 

See DESIGN page 30A

Sacramento seeks $16B 
in new taxes and fees

CALIFORNIA LAWMAKERS aimed high this legis-
lative session, proposing a staggering $16 billion in new 
taxes and fees. While not every proposal crossed the fin-
ish line — some were rejected outright, and others were 
deferred until 2026 — the measures that passed could 
inject a substantial $441 million in new revenue into state 
and local government coffers while subtracting the same 

Carmel may be world-famous for its whimsical cottages, but you 
might not be allowed to build anything similar today. Or would 
you? It’s hard to know.

PHOTO/PINE CONE FILE

See TAXES page 18A

Capitol Access
By CAITLIN CONRAD

amounts from taxpayers’ wallets.
Californians will have some say in whether they are 

ready to be taxed more. Many of the bills signed into law 
this year only authorize local governments to place sales 
tax initiatives on future ballots, including one in Monterey 
County. Others will be felt in the form of various fees for 
businesses and services, like increased fees on healthcare 
service plans and more taxes on prepaid telephones. 

Sacramento is facing a deeply rooted deficit, and unless 
lawmakers make sharp reductions in spending or increase 
taxes, the gap is likely to continue indefinitely.  The 

With the rains has come the season’s first storm damage, including 
this tree that fell on a house on Franciscan Way last week.

PHOTO/JERMEL LAURIE
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By Lisa Crawford WatsonSandy Claws

carmel-by-the-sea    

saturday
nov 22

holiday trunk show

made in italy

luxury shirting

Based on his baby face and his behavior, he’s still 
a puppy. But Kenny, a Yorkshire terrier-toy poodle mix, 
is actually 9 years young. Kenny’s person, in town on a 
getaway from her Sacramento home, has the benefit 
of being the fourth generation to enjoy a Carmel cot-
tage, just south of Ocean Avenue, purchased by her 
great-grandmother in 1962.

Kenny likes Carmel as much as his person does, but 
not the beach. 

“He’s a funny little guy,” she said. “He’ll sunbathe 
on his towel, but he won’t go in the ocean. I carry him 
across the sand because he doesn’t like it. I think the 
texture feels weird on his paws. He’s a city boy and 
seems to feel most confident on concrete.”

Trotting uptown on the sidewalks flanking Ocean 
Avenue, he’s in “dog heaven,” particularly when his 
person stops in at Diggidy Dog boutique, where she 
recently bought him a messenger bag. He loves riding 
around in it, she said, and she loves that she can pop 
him in the pack and head down toward Big Sur or out 
into Carmel Valley for an afternoon hike. 

For Kenny and his person, it was love at first sight 
when they met at the shelter and he jumped right into 
her car. 

“He’s like my little shadow,” she said. “He doesn’t 
like to be away from Mom. He has a big personality plus 
a little attitude, so he doesn’t like it when I hug people, 
including my boyfriend.”

At home, Kenny likes to help his person work in her 
garden beds, sniffing the flowers, pawing the earth, 
and patiently awaiting a snack from the vegetable garden.

He happily ends his day snuggled up next to his per-
son or sleeping at her feet, yet sometimes is reluctant-
ly relegated to his own fluffy bed.

Shadow pup

Welcoming 
New Customers

• No Long Waiting Time
• Prescriptions Filled in 15 minutes*

• Accepting Most Medicare Part D Plans
• Same Day Delivery • Accepts Tricare

• Pet Prescriptions 
Over 100 Years of Service

Still Locally Owned & Operated

CARMEL DRUG STORE
Ocean Ave. & San Carlos, Carmel

831.624.3819
www.CarmelDrugStoreRX.com     

Pharmacy Hours: 9am-6pm Mon-Fri
Store Hours: 8am-10pm • 7 Days a Week

Charming Coastal Cottage in Pacific Grove

2 Beds, 2 Baths  ■  932 Sq. Ft.  ■  3,600 Sq. Ft. Lot  ■  SP: $1,305,000

406 10th Street, Pacific Grove

Geoff 831.297.3890
REALTOR®  |  DRE#02036451

Rebecca 831.241.2600
REALTOR®  |  DRE#01706104

The Arnold Team
Arnold-Team.com

Arnold-Team@CarmelRealtyCompany.com

Market Knowledge  |  Ethics & Integrity  |  Commitment to Community

A Collaborative Approach to Real Estate

Danielle Germain 303.502.6477
REALTOR®  |  Monterey Coast Realty DRE#02154598

Just Sold!

Buyer Representation by The Arnold Team

SShell
hades

.com

Measured by MPWMD at Los Padres Dam
Average is for previous 5 years

Last 7 days Since Oct. 1 Since Oct. 1 avg.
5.5 in. 6.8 in. 1.75 in.

Rain Gauge

831-624-3821
6th & Junipero, Carmel

Come visit 
John and his 

traditional 
Thanksgiving 

6 legged 
turkey.

Open Thanksgiving Day 7am-2pm

THE CARMEL PINE CONE’S 2025THE CARMEL PINE CONE’S 2025

HOLIDAYHOLIDAY 
GUIDEGUIDE

Publication dates:

Friday, November 28

Friday, December 12

CALL OR EMAIL TO RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY!
MEENA (831) 274-8655  |  meena@carmelpinecone.com

To advertise in The Carmel Pine Cone
contact meena@carmelpinecone.com
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Ryan Melcher
831.521.5024

ryan@ryanmelcher.com

RyanMelcher.com

DRE: 01897036

SOTHEBY’S AGENT IN  CARMEL
Sold over $83 Million & 28 Transactions YTD in 2025

The Peninsula’s Trusted Name in Real Estate

#1

NEW PRICE - $2,095,000
140 Terrace Way, Carmel Valley
4 Bed  |  4.5 Bath  |  2,786 Sq. Ft.  |  29,621 Sq. Ft. Lot
Open House: Saturday 1-3pm 

NEW PRICE - $2,895,000
Santa Fe 4 SE of Ocean, Carmel-by-the-Sea
2 Bed  |  2 Bath  |  1,214 Sq. Ft.  |  3,920 Sq. Ft. Lot
Open House: Saturday 11am-2pm  |  Sunday 1-4pm

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Personalized service means having a financial advisor who 
understands you and what you’re trying to achieve, and helps 
to create a unique strategy based on your needs and 
circumstances.

Let’s start building the future today. 

Your goals are as unique as you. 

MKD-8652E-A AECSPAD 25249902

2 Lower Ragsdale Dr, Suite 230, Monterey, CA 93940 

Deborah Josue 
Financial Advisor

831-920-0635 

Milda I Esquivel 
Financial Advisor

831-242-8979 

DEC 5 -- 6
SUNSET CENTER
CARMEL

GET TICKETS TODAY
smuinballet.org  |  415.912.1899

“The greatest joy!”
— SF Chronicle
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the accuracy of measurement has probably 
gotten better and some of the savings may 
have come from reducing leaks and losses, 
but that is still water saved.”

‘More housing, jobs’
In October, an expansion of Pure Water 

Monterey, a wastewater recycling project, 
went online for customers. Employing 

aims at producing up to 7.6 million gallons 
per day of advanced treated wastewater.

Stoldt said his agency not only expects 
new housing and other development on the 
Peninsula because of the new water, but is 
encouraging it, “so that we can get housing 
and job growth.” 

“That is why we have asked the state 
to allow new water meters and increased 
use,” he explained. “That new growth will 
help spread the cost of water.”

Peninsula water use about the
same as 1958, agency says

By KELLY NIX

THE AMOUNT of water consumed on 
the Monterey Peninsula is slightly lower 
than it was 70 years ago, even though the 
population here is 40 percent greater and 
the tourism industry has grown substan-
tially, according to newly released data.

Monterey Peninsula Water Manage-
ment District general manager Dave Stoldt 
said that in 1958, a total of 9,132 acre-feet 
of water — or roughly 2.97 billion gallons 
— was consumed by Peninsula residents 
and businesses. That compares to a total 
of just 9,092 acre-feet the Peninsula con-
sumed between Oct. 1, 2024, and Sept. 30, 
2025.

“As a result of the water district’s and 
California American Water’s water con-
servation programs, rebate incentives, 
improved technologies, and tiered rates, 
the Monterey Peninsula 
used the same amount 
of water in 2025 that we 
used in 1958,” the district 
said. “Even as population 
has grown and the area 
hosts over 9 million visi-
tors a year.”

The Pine Cone asked 
Stoldt if the methods to 
measure water use were 
the same in the late 1950s 
as they are today. 

“We measure how 
much water has to be 
produced to feed the dis-
tribution system to meet 
customer demand,” he 
explained. “The data 
comes from meters at 
the sources that produce 
the water and has been 
reported consistently for 
80-plus years. I am sure 

Los Padres reservoir was a critical part of the Peninsula’s supply for 
many years — especially when water use was much greater than 
it is today.

PHOTO/PINE CONE FILE
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Police &
Sheriff’s Log

See POLICE LOG page 10RE
 in the Real Estate Section

The gavel falls
Verdicts, pleas and sentencings announced by 
Monterey County District Attorney Jeannine Pacioni

Oct. 10 — Judge Rafael Vazquez sen-
tenced Salinas resident Brian Molina, 21, to 
30 years and four months in state prison for 

-
-

arm enhancement. These charges constitute 
two strikes under California’s three strikes 
law.

were dispatched to the scene of a shooting 
at the intersection of Del Monte Avenue and 
North Sanborn Road in Salinas. The victim, 
Esteban Ocampo Jr., had been shot in the 
torso, and he was immediately transported 
to Natividad Medical Center, where he was 
pronounced deceased. Through investigation 

-
ple shots at Ocampo after a verbal argument 

between the two men.

were dispatched to the 600 block of Williams 
Road in Salinas on a report of a shooting. A 
vehicle with gunshot damage was seen rap-
idly driving away from the location of the 

the suspect. Molina was seen on surveillance 
video standing next to the driver’s door of the 
victim’s vehicle, before the vehicle acceler-
ated away. Molina ran after the vehicle and 

the vehicle, striking the vehicle through a 
window and the rear bumper.

These cases were investigated by detec-
tives Scott Sutton, Luis Toribio, Alejandro 

See GAVEL page 31A

At least they agreed on one thing

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 26

Stolen and damaged Hal-
loween yard decorations on Hillcrest.

Vehicle on Laurel Avenue 
marked for 72-hour parking.

Deputies respond to a re-
port of an at-risk missing adult from a resi-
dence on High Meadows Drive.

MONDAY, OCTOBER 27

Vehicle towed for 
blocking driveway at Mission and Fourth.

Adult Protective 
Services report of possible fraud. 

Two loose dogs on 

Rio Road were eventually returned home 

Dispute between a mother 
and son at a Crocker Avenue residence. It was 
determined that there were multiple crimes 
committed, including elder abuse, battery on 
an elder and destruction of a wireless device. 

was not apprehended. 
A wallet turned in to the po-

lice department is being held for safekeeping.
Online report of a proper-

ty crime at Spanish Bay.
Shoplifting reported at the 

Crossroads shopping center.

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28

Adult Protective Services  
report at a residence on Via del Zorro.

H -
cant calls logged by the Carmel-by-the-Sea 
Police Department and the Monterey County 

was compiled by Mary Schley.Clark’s Carmel StoneClark’s Carmel Stone
(831) 385-4000

100 Airport Drive,
King City
Delivery Available

www.clarktruckinginc.com             clarkscarmelstone@yahoo.com

With Great Pleasure, 
Dr. Susan Kubica Welcomes

KELLY L. REED, MD
Dr. Reed is a Board-Certified Internal Medicine Physician, 

who trained at UCSF, with professional experience in Radia-
tion Oncology from the University of Washington.

She is Accepting New Patients into her 
Concierge Medicine Practice.  

Off Site & Home Visits • Meet & Greet Visits welcome

She has been recognized as an exceptional physician 
with the following Awards and Acknowledgements:

Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society  

Patients Top Choice – Press Ganey Patient Satisfaction 
       Scores (Florida)

Best Family Doctor – The Lebanon Reporter, 
       Boone County, Indiana 2016

Favorite Family Physician – Sonoma Family Life 
       Magazine, Sonoma County 2012

Contact the Office of 
Susan M. Kubica, MD, P.C., Concierge Internal Medicine

1000 8th St, Suite 101, Monterey, CA 93940
(831) 372-1188 phone or Office@kubicamedicine.com for an Appointment

39
1986-2025

mum’s place
246 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove | 831-372-6250
Mon-Sat 10am-5:30pm | www.mumsfurniture.com

Some exclusions apply. See a sales associate for more details. Financing available upon approval.

AlphaAbacus Learning Center: Established 2003
Rachel Phillips M. A. Education

“Gracie”
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT TUTORING CENTER

“Where Learning Is Fun”
READING - MATH - WRITING - ACADEMIC SUBJECTS

STUDY SKILLS - HOMEWORK HELP - TEST PREP
WWW.ALPHAABACUSLEARNINGCENTER.COM

831-596-9394 | 831-625-6053
200 Clock Tower Place, Suite A204, Carmel

Home Schooling Support    AlphaAbacuslearningcenter@gmail.com

HELP IS ON THE WAY!

Mopane.org
Open Monday - Saturday 10:30am - 4:30pm
200 Crossroads Blvd, Carmel, CA

Nanasei is coming for his 2nd visit 
and will be showing us how to 

shape his amazing baskets.
We have a limited number of his 

one of a kind baskets.
 Enjoy wine from Morgan Winey 
and treats from Sama Delights 

while you shop our 
20% OFF Everything Sale. 

MOPANE at the Crossroads
COME MEET GHANAIAN MASTER BASKET MAKER,

NANASEI AGYEMANG
Saturday, 

November 22 
11am-4pm

To place an obituary for your loved one, contact 
anne@carmelpinecone.com or (831) 274-8654
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3 Ocean Avenue SW of Dolores Streetfourtane.com 831.624.4684
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NEW 2026
VOLVO XC40
NEW 2026
VOLVO XC40

LEASE FOR

449449$$
/MONTH FOR 36 MONTHS
 Plus taxes and license

Closed-end lease for 2026 VOLVO  XC40 B5 PLUS AWD
when financed through JP Morgan Chase. Not all lessees will qualify for lowest
payment through JP Morgan Chase. On approval of credit for well-qualified buyers.
Some payments may vary based on  residency and other factors. $43,641.38 lease
price. $7,000 total due at lease inception ($3,250 Factory Rebate + $3,750 Customer
cash) plus tax,and license, $0 security deposit. Lessee responsible at lease end for
milage in excess of 7,500 miles per year at $0.20 per mile. Must take new retail
delivery from stock by 11/30/25. See Volvo Cars Monterey for details. 
1 at this lease VIN#T2666776

1711 DEL MONTE BLVD  SEASIDE, CA 93955
(831) 899-8800  VolvoCarsMonterey. com

group automotive

B5 PLUS AWDB5 PLUS AWD

WE PICKED THE WORST 
TIME OF YEAR TO HAVE 

A FLOORING SALE.

You’re welcome. 

We know your mind is on turkey, tinsel, and travel 

plans — not new floors. But that’s exactly why 

we’re doing this now. Fewer crowds, better deals, 

and more one-on-one help from our flooring pros. 

Premium hardwood, carpet, vinyl, laminate, and 

more — all marked down for a limited time. 

It might not be the season for flooring, but it’s 

definitely the season for savings. 

414 Adams Street | 831.394.2700 

         VARIOUS LOCATIONS AROUND
CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA
9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.

CITY OF CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA 

ALL SAINTS’ EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

CARMEL WOMAN’S CLUB

CHURCH OF THE WAYFARER

70+ Craft Vendors
Sunset Center North Lot - San Carlos & 8th
Communityactivities@ci.carmel.ca.us/831.620.2020

Beautifully handcrafted items, baked goods, and 
succulents - Hot Indian Lunches
Dolores & 9th/allsaintscarmel.org/972.567.3572

Unique crafts, Succulent Pumpkins, Vintage Christmas Decor
Big Sur Taco Truck
San Carlos & 9th/carmelwomensclubca.org

Holiday in the Garden, Crafts, Delicious Baked Goods, Jewelry
Lunch - Homemade Soups with French-baked Rolls

running a health care facility are going up.”
With shrinking compensation from 

insurance, the center is more dependent 
than ever on its donors. To fund its ongoing 
operations, the center depends on money 
from private grants and donations to pay 
for its staff and medical supplies.

“The Big Sur Health Center cannot exist 
without continued donations,” according 
to its website, bigsurhealthcenter.org.

Big plans for future
Despite the challenges, the clinic’s lead-

ers have big plans for the future, including 
expanding its footprint in Big Sur, where it 
operates a 2,100 sq. ft. medical facility on 
land owned by All Saints Church. There is 
talk about increasing the number of exam 

 “We are in the process of trying to 

space,” Lester said.
Despite the challenges facing clinics in 

center in Big Sur will endure, although she 
expects there will be hurdles to overcome. 

“The next 10 years are going to be criti-
cal,” she added. “But we’re not going any-
where — having health care down here is 
essential for residents and tourists.”

Big Sur clinic bravely faces hurdles 
By CHRIS COUNTS

CUTBACKS IN federal funding 
for rural medical clinics won’t have any 
impact on the Big Sur Health Center 
because the small but critical health clinic 
located just south of the Big Sur River Inn 
doesn’t directly receive any state or federal 
tax dollars. Instead, it’s funded by donors 
and local grants, along with state, federal 
and private insurance reimbursements.

But the center, which is located just 
south of the Big Sur River Inn, still faces 
challenges, including the same one that 
every business along the coast faces — 

housing exists in Big Sur is very expensive.
“One of the biggest challenges is staff-

ing,” executive director Kathie Lester told 
The Pine Cone “We have to pay competi-
tive salaries to get people to move to a rural 
area — not everyone is willing to do that.”

Not keeping up
Meanwhile, insurance reimbursement 

rates “are not keeping up with the cost of 
providing services,” Lester told The Pine 
Cone. “Insurers are covering less and less. 
Copays are going up and not covering what 
they once did. All the cost associated with 
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© 2025 Pebble Beach Company. Pebble Beach®, Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance®, The Lone Cypress™, The Heritage Logo and its respective distinctive images are trademarks,

service marks and trade dress of Pebble Beach Company. Photos courtesy of Pebble Beach Company Foundation.

Pebble Beach Company and Pebble Beach Company Foundation are proud to announce...

The 2025 Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance
raised $4 million  for local charities!

Proceeds will benefit our charitable partners:

Boys & Girls Clubs of Monterey County
Montage Health Foundation • MY Museum • Natividad Foundation

Rancho Cielo Youth Campus • Salinas Valley Health Foundation 
Seneca Family of Agencies • United Way Monterey County

...along with 120 other non-profit organizations

supported by Pebble Beach Company Foundation

For more information about Pebble Beach Company and Pebble Beach Company Foundation,
please visit pebblebeach.com

For more information about Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance,
please visit pebblebeachconcours.net
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Carmel Campus
24800 Dolores Street

Carmel, CA 93923

Saturday December 6 8:30 a.m.–noon

Step inside Stevenson School for a morning 

journey across our Pre-K–8 Carmel Campus. Meet 

students, parents, and faculty; explore classrooms 

and labs; and see our programs in action. 

STEVENSONSCHOOL.ORG

Step Inside Stevenson:

Your Journey Starts Here

TOUR OUR CAMPUS!

Learn what makes Stevenson unique, 

who thrives here, from our youngest 

learners to our college-bound graduates.

We cannot wait for you to step inside.

CARPET/AREA RUGS
HARDWOOD/ LVP
VINYL
CORK
WALLPAPER

UPHOLSTERY
SAND & REFINISH
MOTORIZED SHADES
FABRIC
VALANCES

Police: He said he was 
going to shoot people

By MARY SCHLEY

A MAN who called 
911 last Sunday morning 
to say he was irritated by 
the noise coming from the 
Monterey Bay Half Mar-
athon and “protesters” on 
Del Monte — and said he 
was going to shoot people 
— was arrested by Monte-
rey P.D. less than two hours 
later, according to Lt. Ethan 
Andrews.

On Nov. 9 at 7:11 a.m., 

53-year-old Sean Klinger 
from Carmichael told an 
emergency dispatcher he 
“was trying to sleep and 
related that there were pro-
testers on Del Monte, indicated he was going to shoot 
them and that he was on Park Avenue and walking down 
with an AR,” Andrews said, adding that he “mentioned the 

show. The abuse continued until she was 12. 
The girl didn’t tell anybody about the sexual assaults 

Jane Doe 2.

‘Felt guilty’
“Doe 2 believed her sister because the defendant had 

also sexually assaulted her when she was between the ages 
of 12 and 14,” the Monterey County District Attorney’s 

report the defendant to the police, providing her with the 
support that no one had provided her when she was a child 
seeking help.”

According to court transcripts, the elder sister told inves-
tigators that “Botello went into her room with the lights off 
and started touching her,” and that the molestation was a 

Man to spend long time behind bars for raping girls
By KELLY NIX

A MARINA man faces a 275-year prison sentence 
after a jury last week convicted him of numerous lewd acts 

years-long abuse.
On Nov. 14, Mariano Botello, 60, following a trial in 

a Salinas courtroom, was found guilty of eight counts of 
lewd acts on a child under 14 years old, two counts of 
forcible lewd acts with a child and one count of sodomy 
of a child less than 10 years old. Botello was the girls’ 
stepfather. 

One of the sisters, Jane Doe 1, told jurors she was 6 
or 7 years old when Botello began abusing her, including 
an incident where he raped her in an RV when she was 
7 years old, Monterey County Superior Court documents 

Sean Klinger

weekly occurrence until she was 14. She also described 
Botello taking her to a Salinas hotel. 

transcript indicates.
-

ing up sooner so that her sister might have been spared 
abuse from Botello, who faces a 275-year prison sentence 
because his convictions constitute 11 strikes under the 
state’s three strikes law. He’s also required to register as 
a sex offender. 

Monterey County Superior Court Judge Stephanie Hulsey, 
were offered emotional support by victim advocate Mayra 
Sandoval.

“Support dog Armani and victim advocate Kristen 
Peterson provided Doe 1 with invaluable support during 

See IRRITATED page 20A
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3 Beds  ■  2 Baths  ■  2,001 Sq. Ft.  ■  1.07 Acre Lot  ■  $2,299,000

25603 Canada Drive, Carmel  | www.25603CanadaDrive.com

Judie Profeta 831.601.3207
Managing Director & Broker Associate | DRE#00703550

Judie@Th eProfetaTeam.com ■ www.Th eProfetaTeam.com

Recently Remodeled in 
Carmel School District

Newly Priced at $2,299,000

Pro is in My DNA

“From piloting his own plane late at 
night to reach rural communities, to being 
available at all hours to support our teams, 
his unwavering commitment to caring for 

President Cole Casey said. “His clarity of 
purpose and dedication to humanity are 
the very reasons our organization exists 

Class-action suit

sued by numerous Monterey County Jail 
inmates alleging inadequate care and poor 
conditions. 

In the class-action law-
suit that has carried on in 
U.S. District Court for more 
than 12 years, then-inmate 
Jesse Hernandez and oth-
ers sued Monterey County 

facilities, overcrowding, 
medical care, mental health 
care, dental care, and 

persons with disabilities.
A settlement approved 

by U.S. District Court 
Judge Paul Grewal in 
August 2015 required the 

and implement plans to 
reform certain policies, procedures and 
practices regarding intake screening, infec-
tion control, detox, medications, safety, 

dental care and disabilities. The federal 

were allowed to monitor the progress.

DESPITE LEGAL TROUBLES, DOCTOR 
HONORED FOR JAIL MEDICAL CARE

By MARY SCHLEY

MONTEREY PHYSICIAN Taylor 
Fithian was honored in September by the 

Services Association as a “pioneer in cor-

his “decades of innovation and compassion 

In 1983, Fithian founded California 
Forensic Medical Group, which later 

medical services for numerous county 

The award was presented to Fithian at 
a conference in Sacramento 
to honor “his lifelong 
commitment to advancing 

and the correctional health 
organization’s president, 
Karina Purcell, praised his 
“hands-on clinical involve-
ment and drive to set higher 
standards for correctional 

‘All hours’
“By focusing on 

access, consistency, and 
patient-centered care, he 

approach inmate health, 
ensuring that medical 
and psychiatric treatment 

clear vision for elevating care quality in a 
challenging and often overlooked sector of 

The association credited Fithian with 

and consistent standards of medical and 
psychiatric care to improve access, quality 
and reliability for thousands of inmates. See HONORED page 31A

Taylor Fithian
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At Modern Eyes Optometry, 

Dr. Maureen Hong, O.D. 

and her team is dedicated to 

providing high-quality eye care 

for the whole family. 

Personalized care with 

modern technology.

Proudly serving the Monterey 
Peninsula for 20 years

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

550 Camino El Estero, Suite 205

Monterey, CA 93940
moderneyesmonterey

CONTACT US TODAY TO 

SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT 

(831) 641-7848
www.moderneyesmonterey.com

Call us at 831 I 649-3363 
www.centralcoastseniorservices.com 

CA License #274700016 

Turn to us for more than caregiving. 
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Your goal is to stay at home. We can help.

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California operating under multiple entities. License Numbers
01991628, 01527235, 01527365. All material is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdrawal without notice. No
statement is made as to the accuracy of any description or measurements (including square footage). This is not
intended to solicit property already listed. No nancial or legal advice provided. Equal Housing Opportunity. Photos may
be virtually staged or digitally enhanced and may not re ect actual property conditions.

BROKER ASSOCIATE
831.915.9710

DEBBYBECKREALTOR@GMAIL.COM
DRE 01747647

SOLD | SW MOUNTAIN VIEW AT CRESPI AVE SOLD | 113 THIRD STREET | SPRECKELS

CARMEL | 2 BEDROOM | 2 BATH | 1,450 SF 3 BEDROOM | 2.5 BATH | 2,179 SF | $995,000

SOLD | 187 SLOAT AVENUE | PACIFIC GROVEPENDING | 4 PRIMROSE CIRCLE | SEASIDE

3 BEDROOM | 2.5 BATH | 2,094 SF | $2,750,0003 BEDROOM | 2 BATH | 1,142 SF | 4,879 SF LOT

direction came from Mayor Dale Byrne, who told 
him that “some residents have suggested convert-
ing some two-way streets to one-way streets at key 
pinch-point areas.”

That wasn’t enough to generate useful discussion, 
however. “It’s too vague right now,” Police Chief 
Todd Trayer said. Without knowing which areas 
those unnamed residents have in mind, he said, “my 

The agenda also included a discussion of AB 413, 
the Daylighting Law that converted numerous park-
ing spaces at intersections to allow more line of sight 
for drivers, pedestrians and cyclists, but it didn’t say 
what, exactly, that conversation was supposed to 
address.

It wasn’t all for naught, though, with committee 
members voting to eliminate parking on one side of 
Seventh between Casanova and San Antonio and to 
add more “no parking” signs in the medians on Juni-
pero south of Ocean.

“We came up with a total of nine new ‘no parking’ 

Culver explained.
Former councilwoman Karen Ferlito thanked the com-

mittee for the decision.
“Thanks for your diligence on this — it’s going to make 

me happy,” she said.

Biking havoc
The committee revisited the idea of amending an 

ordinance to prohibit electric and motorized bicycles in 

Committee seeks ban on e-bikes in park
 Also votes to add various signs, deal 

with street landscaping

By MARY SCHLEY

T
peculiar thing. Consisting of the police chief, the public 
works director and superintendent, and the planning direc-
tor, the group meets a few times a year to make recom-
mendations on new stop signs, eliminating parking spots, 
revising laws, adding speed bumps and the like.

On Wednesday, its most important items of business 
were a proposal to ban e-bikes in Mission Trail park and 
to post more signs reminding people that their unleashed 
dogs must be under voice command.

But other items of business went nowhere. The com-
mittee’s agendas can be lengthy — such as Wednesday’s 
list of nine items — but without any staff reports or docu-
mentation, some topics are no more than dead ends. And 
while many of the issues the committee addresses are ini-
tiated by the public, whatever communications conveyed 
those requests aren’t included, either.

Ummmmmm
At the Nov. 19 meeting, for instance, committee mem-

bers were supposed to “discuss a suggestion from residents 
to convert certain two-way streets to one-way streets.” But 
without more detail — like which streets and where — 
there wasn’t much to say.

Public works superintendent Rob Culver said the See E-BIKES page 30A

Mission Trail Nature Preserve.
“We’ve been seeing a lot of e-bikes causing damage to 

the trails,” Culver said, as well as an occasional bicycle 
with a gasoline engine being ridden through the park.

Ferlito was the instigator of the proposed law. “I 
brought this up for two reasons,” she said — trail damage 
and safety concerns, especially with off-leash dogs and 
children running around.

“The other day, there were seven to nine electric bikes 
with sidecars and dogs,” she said. “I don’t know if it was a 

Mission Trail park affords some fantastic views, but no one should be 
able to ride an e-bike to get to them.

PHOTO/PINE CONE FILE



November 21, 2025 The Carmel Pine Cone                         11A

Ben Heinrich 831.915.7415 | Carole Heinrich 831.601.9019
Zach Brooksher 831.250.3399 | Isabel Brooksher 831.250.3866

Courtney Brooksher 831.317.6336
DRE#00584641, DRE#01069022, DRE#01988208, DRE#02080988, DRE#02246723

Honoring Home, Family & Community

Visit us at www.HeinrichBrooksher.com

Carmel  |  64 Del Mesa Carmel
2 Beds, 2 Baths  ◆  $897,000  ◆  64DelMesa.com

Carmel  |  209 Crest Road
3 Beds, 2.5 Baths  ◆  $2,995,000  ◆  209Crest.com

Carmel-by-the-Sea  |  Guadalupe 4 NW of 1st
3 Beds, 3.5 Baths  ◆  $3,250,000  ◆  Guadalupe4NWof1st.com

Pacifi c Grove  |  1051 Ocean View Boulevard
4 Beds, 4.5 Baths  ◆  $7,800,000  ◆  1051OceanView.com

Carmel-by-the-Sea  |  SWC Camino Real & 7th
3 Beds, 3.5 Baths  ◆  SP: $6,850,000  ◆  Represented Buyer

Carmel-by-the-Sea  |  Casanova 7 NW of Ocean
4 Beds, 4.5 Baths  ◆  SP: $9,750,000  ◆  Represented Seller

Just Sold!

Just Sold!

Sale Pending

Featured Listing

Under Contract Under Contract
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Your pet’s local eye care specialist

•   Advanced diagnostic & 
     medical treatment
•   Eyelid, corneal, and 
      intra-ocular surgery
•   A safe, professional 
     environment
•   Compassionate care

We offer:

•  •
•  •
•  •
•  •

•  •
•  •

•  •
•  •

2 Harris Ct, Suite A-1
Monterey, CA 93940

(831) 655-4939
INFO@VETEYECLINICMONTEREY.COM

www.VetEyeClinicMonterey.com
FOLLOW US! #VETEYECLINICMONTEREY

If you know Community 
Hospital, you know 
Montage Health.
The fact is, we’ve always been here. You’ve just 

known us by a different name.

The people at Community Hospital of the Monterey 

Peninsula created Montage Health to deliver exceptional 

care to more people, by expanding our services beyond 

the hospital. Today, we’re urgent care centers, wellness 

centers, primary care doctors, health insurance plans, and 

a groundbreaking mental health program for youth. Still 

independent, nonprofit, locally owned, and accountable 

only to the community we serve.

montagehealth.org

like a contractor or homeowner who trims 
a tree while lacking a permit but doesn’t do 
any lasting harm, or a contractor who on 
a single occasion parks equipment over a 
root zone, with no damage observed.

Repeated unpermitted pruning or root 
disturbance, or failure to comply with tree 
protection fencing or conditions during 
construction, could lead to a stop-work 

removal, such as cutting down a small 
tree, heavy root cutting causing decline, or 
removing a “non-protected” city-managed 

-
lation, plus “cost recovery for staff/inspec-
tion time” and replanting requirements.

Unpermitted removal of a protected 
-

age during grading or construction that 

-

specimens lost, as well as a red tag and 

the tree that was killed is higher.
Major or willful removal or topping of a 

trees removed to clear a development site” 

per tree, civil action, a stop-work order and 
the suspension of future permits.

Kill a tree, go to jail
And the highest level of offense, 

described as “egregious/intentional vio-
lations,” like a contractor or homeowner 
knowingly removing or destroying mul-

to staff, hiding wrongdoing or failing to 
cooperate with the city, would result in 

By MARY SCHLEY

FINES AND penalties for illegally 
pruning, cutting down or otherwise dam-
aging trees are so low, the Carmel Forest 
and Beach Commission says, people sim-
ply break the rules and then happily write 
the checks. To change that, members are 
pursuing a number of more severe mea-
sures which were revealed last Thursday.

After researching dozens of other Cali-
fornia cities’ tree-related policies and laws, 
commissioner Neal Rutta, chair Tamara 
Michie and city forester Justin Ono pro-
posed a program they believe will help pre-
vent situations like what occurred on a lot 
at Santa Rita and Fifth, where excavation 
led to the deaths of three trees. In January 

-
mated values of the trees.

“At the low end, there are some cities 

-
gious violation.”

Illegal tractor parking
Even as the state has begun requiring 

homeowners to remove trees and vegeta-
-

munities, Rutta said the committee contem-
plated additional ways to enforce the rules, 
including by punishing people who know-
ingly damage or kill trees without going 
through the necessary channels. Additional 
potential sticks, he said, include suspend-
ing future development on the property or 
taking an offender to court, because “there 
will always be someone” who will pay a 

way, even if that’s what’s required.
Their plan, which has not been vetted 

See TREE FINES page 25A
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Come visit our huge showroom at 
2090 North Fremont Street Monterey, CA 93940, 
next to the Monterey Fairgrounds, 
Located on the corner of Fremont and Casa Verde
831-392-1111 | www.spasbythebay.com

2025 FLOOR 
MODEL SALE

NOVEMBER 1424•NO SALES TAX
Discover quality you can feel — at prices you’ll love. 

Exclusions apply.

help, accepting their money under the 
guise of providing legal representation, 
without providing any real services.

Last year, Catholic Charities of the 
Central Coast served more than 65,000 
people, not just with legal help but with 

assistance, healthcare enrollment, access 
to food, and laser tattoo removal. The 
$1.5 million from the state will be dedi-
cated to legal and educational services for 
immigrants.

Peninsula included
Catholic Charities executive director 

Angela Di Novella said often when the 
state allocates funds for immigrant legal 
services, the money goes to Los Ange-
les and the San Francisco Bay area. She 
thanked Addis for making sure the Central 
Coast was included in this allocation.

“This investment is a recognition that 
our community matters, it really sends the 
message that our neighbors are important, 
that our neighbors matter. For years our 
communities have been neglected on funds 
for legal representation,” said Di Novella.

Mass immigration enforcement and 
deportation actions have not materialized 
along the Central Coast like they have 
in other parts of the state. Rumors were 
sparked this summer of mass ICE raids 
in Monterey County, but they remained 
just that, rumors. Still, Di Novella said the 
immigrant community Catholic Charities 
serves is living in fear.

“We are seeing a climate of fear and 
anxiety across our community as well as 

immigrant neighbors,” said Di Novella.
In May, ICE arrested a man in Green-

restaurant manager was detained during a 
scheduled check-in meeting with ICE in 
San Francisco.

Addis secures $1.5 million to fund 
legal services for undocumented

By CAITLIN CONRAD

CENTRAL COAST Assemblymem-
ber Dawn Addis was in Seaside Wednes-
day to present a $1.5 million check from 
the State of California to Catholic Chari-
ties of the Central Coast.

The funding is part of a $5 million allo-
cation from this year’s budget, signed by 
Gov. Gavin Newsom, to expand immi-
gration services in the state in response to 
increasing federal enforcement of illegal 
immigration.

Catholic Charities plans to use the 
money to provide legal representation, 
community education and rapid response 
efforts across Monterey, Santa Cruz and 
San Luis Obispo counties.

“We all know that what is happening in 
our nation right now. What has happened 
with militarization in our state is not some-
thing that is normal and is something that 
any immigrant would feel afraid of,” said 
Addis.

The Morro Bay Democrat has been 
focused on getting money to the Central 
Coast since January when the state set 
aside $50 million for legal services for 

Longstanding reputation
Addis worked for nine months to secure 

the funds, and Catholic Charities was 
selected as the best vessel to help non-cit-
izens with legal services because of its 
longstanding reputation in the community.

“Without organizations like Catholic 
Charities that are trusted, that have actual 
attorneys, that have licensed attorneys, that 
have primary language support, we cannot 
get the help that people legally are entitled 
to,” said Addis.

The assemblymember said scammers 
often prey on immigrants in need of legal 
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Stanford-Trained Microsurgeon bringing elite      
expertise in advanced microsurgical techniques              
for high-level breast reconstruction

and function with a personalized approach to nose 
reshaping—whether cosmetic or corrective.

400 Pearl Street, Monterey  |  (831) 718-8585
GalleryPlasticSurgery.com
Instagram: @LadyPlasticSurgeon

Meet... Dr. Soobin Lim!

Private, 
compassionate 

care

Also offering a full range of aesthetic services: 
• Botox 
• Fillers 
• Skin Rejuvenation 
• Vitamin Shots 
• and more

GARAGE SALEExtravaganza
Christmas

Friday, Saturday & Sunday
Nov. 21, 22 & 23 | 10am to 3pm

192 Upper Walden Rd
in Carmel Highlands

Decades of collections
Santa’s, Angels, oodles of Ornaments, Cookie Jars,

Nativities, Village Houses and Scenes,
and so much more. Priced to your liking

YOLANDA MOYA
Certif ied Nursing Assistant

Services Provided:

Transportation • Medication Reminders 

Meal Preparations • Companionship

Light Housekeeping • Hospice Care

Personal Assistant Needs • and more

Over 31 Years of Experience

24/7 Care • Excel lent References

831-247-9646

at a few thousand dollars, generated mostly through sell-
ing programs and posters.

But the Concours has grown to become a fundraising 
powerhouse, with entrants, judges, sponsors and volun-
teers collaborating with event staff and the Pebble Beach 
Co. “to elevate the event and increase donations.” And 
while a ticket to the 2002 Concours cost $100 and had to 
be purchased through the United Way, admission to this 
year’s show started at $595.

Through its primary charitable partner, the Pebble 
Beach Company Foundation, Concours donations go to 

focused on children’s health and education. Many repre-
sentatives attended a luncheon at The Lodge Tuesday to 
receive their shares of the funds.

P.B. Concours celebrates fundraising milestone
 Hopes to raise $5M in 2026 while 

honoring its racing roots

By MARY SCHLEY

THE PEBBLE Beach Concours d’Elegance 
announced Tuesday it set a record with $4 million in char-
itable donations this year — bringing its total distributions 
since inception to more than $45 million. Chairman San-
dra Button said the event is aiming even higher this year, 
with a goal of raising an unprecedented $5 million.

When she went to work for the organization in 1986, 
Button said, the event’s total charitable giving hadn’t 
reached $1 million, with annual donations often coming in 

Continues next page

In celebration of its origins, the 75th Concours — 
which began in 1950 as a small show of mostly modern 
motorcars to complement the Pebble Beach Road Races 
debuting that year — will showcase racing history, includ-
ing an automotive specimen most of the world has never 
seen.

The British-built Sunbeam 1000 HP has been dormant 
for 90 years, but it was a beast when it broke world land-
speed records with a run at Daytona Beach, Fla., that hit 
203.79 mph on March 29, 1927, far exceeding the 150 
mph barrier that had been set just two years earlier.

Organizers expect the car to occupy a prominent patch 
on the 18th Fairway on Aug. 16, 2026, following an 
unprecedented four-year restoration undertaken by a team 
of experts at the National Motor Museum in Beaulieu, 
England.

Two giant engines
The mammoth, one-of-a-kind car is powered by two 

of Sunbeam’s powerful 22.4-liter Matabele aero engines 
located at the front and rear. According to Concours orga-
nizers, the rear engine was disassembled, re-machined, 

up before an adoring crowd at the Beaulieu International 
Autojumble in early September,” and the team is now 
focused on restoring the front engine. After it’s installed, 
the bodywork, which has already been restored, will be 
put into place.

“Over the last three-and-a-half years, the museum’s 
team have worked tirelessly to make the mighty Sunbeam 
1000 HP roar again, with help from a wide range of sup-
porters, stakeholders and heritage engineering special-
ists,” Jon Murden, chief executive of the National Motor 
Museum, said in the Concours’ announcement. “Having 

Recipients of the Pebble Beach Concours’ charitable donations 
celebrated with company officials at The Lodge Tuesday

PHOTO/MANNY ESPINOZA PHOTOGRAPHY
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8 & 9 Palou NW of Casanova, Carmel 70 Forest Ridge Rd #22, Monterey
2 BD  |  2.5 BA  |  1,377 SF  |  $875,0002 homes, 2 Lots  |  9,663 Total Lot Sq Ft  |  $5,850,000

1148 San Lucas St, Seaside 461 Dela Vina Ave #209, Monterey
2 BD  |  1 BA  |  970 SF  |  $615,0003 BD  |  2 BA  |  1,184 SF  |  $915,000

Boutique Service. Local Experts. Compass Technology.

831.297.2388
DRE 01880765

831.915.8030
DRE 02127946

831.595.0009
DRE 02074629

*Per MLS data for Monterey County 09/03/2025. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number
01527235. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price,
condition, sale, or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

-

Homage to P.B.

-

-

From previous page

-

-
-
-

-
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Andy Nygard  I  831-915-2863 
hauteshelter.com

Haute Shelter Property Management Inc. 
DRE # 02065719

Celebrate Together

Property 
Management 

Vacation Rental 
Management 

Small Event 
Properties

Sales
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Proven Program, Powerful Results

Transformative, Lasting Change

Deep, Lifelong Friendships

Enroll in our next men’s workshop now.

Fall 2025
Breakthrough Men’s Community Workshops

Change begins here.

AD SPONSORED BY DIANNA AND BELLA HATTORI

Will you support us to help cats like Puma during Monterey County Gives? 

What a face! Want a little glamour 
in your life? Meet Puma! This 
11-year-old  beauty is looking for 
love and companionship. You two 
should meet! You have a home and 
a lot of love to give; she has lots of 
love to give in return, but no home.
Won’t you make a date with this glamour girl today? She’ll change 
your life! 

Learn more about enchanting Puma at www.gocatrescue.org
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Older Cats
New Beginnings

Golden OldiesGolden Oldies
Cat RescueCat Rescue

Glamour Girl

Monterey County Sheriff’s Search and Rescue and Cal-
ifornia State Parks. The U.S. Navy provided helicopter 
support. Search efforts were postponed Friday and Satur-
day due to darkness.

The body of the 7-year-old was found by diver Juan 
Heredia of Stockton early Sunday afternoon about 100 
yards offshore and about half a mile north of the site where 
she was swept way. 

Heredia learned about 
the accident while he was 
watching the news on Sat-
urday night in Stockton. 
He left for Big Sur the 
next morning, driving three 
hours in the rain to get 
there.

“I came with all my 
-

dia told NBC News. “I tried 
to be in their shoes when 
the accident happened, 
and I was lucky that I was 
able to bring closure to the 

Heredia noted that many 
drowning victims along 
the coast are travelers on 
vacation. “Most of the accidents that happen, especially in 

he said.
He urged visitors to heed the many warning signs 

posted near the beach alerting people to the extreme dan-

While the family of the deceased didn’t issue a state-

agencies, personnel, and community members involved in 

“The family continues to request privacy and do not 

added.

Unforgiving coastline
Due to strong surf, a steep and unforgiving coastline, 

and its proximity to the Monterey Peninsula, the North 

was swept off the rocks near Soberanes Point in late 2020 
and drowned. In December 2024, a 72-year-old man visit-
ing Pebble Beach was killed when he was swept off rocks 
along 17 Mile Drive during a storm. In 2019, a woman 

State Beach. Earlier the same year, Braxton Stuntz of Car-

after he was swept out to sea. 
National Weather Service meteorologist Brayden Mur-

dock told The Pine Cone that the surf conditions at the 
time of the incident were so severe that his agency had 
issued what it calls a beach hazard statement.

“There are increased risks for sleeper waves and rip 
currents that make it unfortunately easier for folks to get 

behind the storms, and that’s kind of what we were dealing 
with — there’s a longer period between waves. Every once 
in a while, you get a stronger wave that can knock people 

DROWNED
From page 1A

Juan Heredia

To publish a legal notice in The Carmel Pine 
Cone contact irma@carmelpinecone.com

831-274-8645 (Se habla Español)
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Monterey Peninsula Ballet TheatreMonterey Peninsula Ballet Theatre
Sunset Center - Carmel December 12, 13, 14Sunset Center - Carmel December 12, 13, 14
Tickets: Adult $55 • Child (12 & under) $35  www.sunsetcenter.orgTickets: Adult $55 • Child (12 & under) $35  www.sunsetcenter.org

Celebrating 61 YearsCelebrating 61 Years

www.psts.net
73 W. Carmel Valley Rd. Unit #28
Carmel Valley, 93924

St. Contr. Lic. # 494738

Call PSTS to schedule your maintenance pumping 

MONTEREY PENINSULAMONTEREY PENINSULA

831-659-2465831-659-2465
Use code HOLIDAY for $25.00 off

The Holiday’s are coming…
don’t let this happen!

“Rick, I think something is wrong with the septic system. 

-

Work on slide paused

-

-

Highest tally since ’73

RAIN
From page 1A

-

T -

-

-

-
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an award winning gallery of fine designer jewelry • since 1977

Ladyfingers Jewelry
on Dolores near Ocean • Carmel-by-the-Sea, CA • 831.624.2327

www.ladyfingersjewelry.com

Extraordinary Jewelry for 
Extraordinary People

New sales taxes

TAXES
From page 1A

Tax the rich more

Continues next page
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COSBAR.COM  |  @COSBAR
CARMEL PLAZA | OCEAN AVE. & MISSION ST. | 831.626.6249

NOVEMBER 21 - DECEMBER 1

The most 

professional 

area rug   

cleaner on the 

Central Coast

Rug pad, 

rug appraisal, 

rug repair
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Christine Handel 
831.915.8833  ■  Th eCarmelLife.com
CHandel@CarmelRealtyCompany.com
REALTOR® DRE#01375876

Authentically Local, Connected & Resourceful

Just Sold in Pebble Beach!
Off -market sale, bought & sold with Carmel Realty Company

1006 Ocean Road, Pebble Beach  ■  SP: $5,100,000 | Co-listed with Sarah Bouchier REALTOR® DRE#01314765

Sacramento couldn’t tax them all, but the Health Care 
Workers think the one-time tax could raise as much as 
$100 billion.

The revenue would be spent to prop up healthcare ser-
vices, the costs of which have risen astronomically, and to 
cover looming federal cuts to Medicaid.

The proposal is already facing major opposition, includ-
ing from the governor himself. Political strategists tied to 
Newsom have already formed a political action committee 
with tech and business leaders called “Stop the Squeeze” 

only on things like stocks, real estate and bank balances, 

Taxing billionaires, a class few belong to, may be pop-
ular with the masses. As Jon Coupal with the Howard Jar-
vis Tax Association told Politico this month, “It’s always 
easy to tax someone else.” However, the problem with tax-
ing someone else is that they can always pull up stakes and 
move to a low-tax state like Florida or Texas.

Leaving the state
When voters passed Proposition 30 in 2012 and 

increased the income tax rate on high earners by 3 per-
cent, the rich left the state in large numbers. According 
to the Washington-based Tax Foundation, those impacted 
by the increase also reported up to $436,000 less in tax-

The combination of these two changes eroded about 61 
percent of the windfall Prop 30 was supposed to bring to 
state coffers.

The fact hasn’t stopped backers of the proposal to make 
Prop 30’s tax rate permanent from placing the issue on the 
ballot in 2026. The initiative, supported by the California 

From previous page Teachers Association, could generate as much as $15 bil-
lion a year for schools and community colleges, they say.

Both new wealth taxes will also likely be placed along-
side a measure from the Howard Jarvis Tax Association 
that would reimpose a two-thirds voter approval require-
ment on all proposed local taxes. The initiative would 
overturn a 2017 state Supreme Court ruling that hinted a 
supermajority might not be a requirement for a new tax if 
said tax was proposed by a citizens’ initiative.

Appetites for taxes are sure to change over the next 
year, and how the various measures will add or detract 
from each other is yet to be seen, but Newsom and his 
cash will likely play a part. The governor has millions left 
over from Prop 50 fundraising that can’t be used for his 
other political ambitions, but can be used for ballot mea-
sure spending. How he chooses to wield his power over 

tax battles at the ballot box.

“The Pine Cone. Not the only great paper. 
Not the only free paper. But the only great free paper.”

— unsolicited reader comment
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AUBREY LUKE GILQUIST

Aubrey Luke Gilquist, 58, of Carmel, California, passed away on 

Oct. 15, 2025.

Aubrey was born on Oct. 26, 1966, in St. Paul, Minnesota, to Nancy 

Jean Cole and Andrew Leroy Gilquist, Jr..

After earning his GED, he pursued his passion for food and 

craftsmanship by studying culinary arts at Le Cordon Bleu College 

of Culinary Arts in Eagan, Minnesota. His working life was defined by 

skillful hands and a creative spirit, leading him through years as both 

a chef and a carpenter.

Aubrey had a big heart and a sharp sense of humor. He loved sports and 

was a devoted Minnesota Vikings fan. He cherished dogs throughout 

his life, especially boxers, mastiffs and bulldogs, who were constant 

companions. His mornings were often spent with his AA community, 

where he found fellowship, purpose and deep friendships.

He was preceded in death by his mother, Nancy Jean Cole; his father, 

Andrew Leroy Gilquist Jr.; and his brother, Stephen Jon Hanson.

Aubrey is survived by his beloved friend and partner, Arthur Turqueza; 

his sons, Jacob Daniel Gilquist and Kaleb Robert Gilquist; his aunt, 

Christine Raven Yellowthunder (Ralph Yellowthunder); his sisters, 

Alana Leigh Pixler, Faye Ellen Hanson (Jon Hall) and Shelly Jean 

Hanson (Abraham Butler); his nephew; and many nieces; as well as his fur babies, Gaston and Sasha.

Aubrey’s life was marked by resilience, generosity, and a steady love for his family and the people around him. 
He will be deeply missed.

ROBERT WAYNE RICE
Robert Wayne Rice (Bob), born July 3, 1944, passed away on Nov. 4, 2025, at age 81. He and his wife, 
Carolyn, lived in Carmel, CA for the past 50 years. He was proud of being raised on a family farm four 
miles north of Emporia, KS by parents W.T. and Annette Alice Rice. He graduated from Emporia High 
School in 1962 and earned a degree in journalism from Kansas State University.

He married Carolyn Howard from Oakley, Kansas 59 years ago. They raised two children, Pamela of 
Seaside, CA and James (Katherine Palmer) of Brisbane, Australia. Jim predeceased Bob on April 19, 
2021 from an aggressive cancer.

Bob worked in advertising and public 
relations in New York City and Richmond, VA 
before moving to California. He was a partner 
and one of the original staff members at the 
New York City public relations company, 
Gibbs and Soell Inc. When in California he 

Assignments for corporations required 
frequent nationwide travel to interview 
farmers and scientists on farming practices. 
His articles were published in farming and 
other publications He helped organize 
conferences for corporations and wrote 
speeches for their presidents.

Bob pursued many jobs and hobbies after he sold his partnership in the public relations company 30 
years ago. Some were paid, such as disaster assignments for FEMA. But most were volunteer, including 
13 disaster assignments for American Red Cross, Habitat for Humanity housing projects, Carmel 

and his weekly work with the preservation crew at the Point Sur Lighthouse. He also served as a Mid 

Valley was incorporated into larger service areas. He served as Rancho Tierra Grande board president 

In addition to his volunteer work, he helped many neighbors and friends with handyman jobs. He was 
happiest when helping others.

his lung issues a few months ago, Bob pursued his active life and continued with many activities 
throughout his treatments. A bowl turner, Bob wanted to caution woodworkers to wear a mask and 
avoid inhaling small particles of redwood dust, as researchers recently have learned these small 

Besides his wife, daughter and daughter-in-law, Bob is survived by six grandchildren, Lachlan, Lillian, 
Laurellen Robnett and Linden Mentor of Seaside, CA and their fathers, Todd Robnett and Peter Mentor; 
Annabel and Samuel of Brisbane, Australia; and his brother, John Rice (Judith), of Emporia, KS, plus 
many other close relatives and friends.

His celebration of life will begin at 10:30 a.m. on Jan. 10, 2026, at Community Church
of the Monterey Peninsula, 4590 Carmel Valley Road, Carmel, CA 93923.

Those who volunteered or served with him are invited to attend
wearing clothing or uniforms representing the organization.

MARGARET MEAGHER OXFORD
Oct. 30, 1948 – Nov. 10, 2025

Margaret Meagher Oxford, born on Oct. 30, 

1948, and passed away on Nov. 10, 2025, at the 

age of 77, with her brother and daughter beside 

her. Margaret was a life-long resident of Pacific 

Grove, California. She received an associate of 

arts degree from Monterey Peninsula College.

Margaret was a warm and friendly person with 

an easy laugh, an amazing memory and a sharp 

intellect. She picked up her artistic flair from her 

mother and definitely passed it on to the next 

generation. As a friend, you may have benefited 

from her talent as a cartoonist. She also had an 

interest in written Hebrew, Greek and Latin 

languages and a wide-ranging interest in and 

knowledge of world geography. Margaret loved 

Pacific Grove and was always happy to hop in 

the car to enjoy a beautiful PG sunset drive.

Margaret was baptized in 1973 as one of 

Jehovah’s Witnesses and has been a member 

of the Pacific Grove Congregation ever since. 

She loved Jehovah deeply. Her faith in the Bible 

promise of the resurrection to life on earth was 

unshakable.

She was predeceased by her husband, Elery 

Samuel Oxford; her parents, James and Carmen 

Meagher; and her brothers, John, Karl, and 

Fredrick Meagher.

Margaret is survived by her daughter, Suzanna 

Oxford and granddaughter, Ren Mills of Pacific 

Grove; sons, Elery James and Samuel Oxford 

of Boulder CO; brother, Robert Meagher 

(Caroline) of Rochester, VT; and nieces, 

Christine Masaba-Meagher (Kizito), Amy Wildt 

(Sean) and grand-niece Katie Keown of 

Rochester, VT; sister-in-law, Jesstine Meagher 

of Hartland, VT; nephew, Joe Meagher (Kim) of 

Clairmont, NH and grand-nieces Alice and Erin.

A funeral service is set for 1 to 2 p.m. Dec. 5, 
2025, at Bayside Community Mortuary,

1610 Noche Buena St., Seaside, CA 93955.
A committal service will follow at San Carlos 

Cemetery, 792 Fremont St.,
Monterey, CA 93940.

marathon and hung up.” When the dispatcher and MPD 
tried to call Klinger back, he didn’t answer.

Park Avenue is in the Oak Grove neighborhood between 
Lake El Estero and the Naval Postgraduate School, and 
the race, which took runners through the Lighthouse tun-

than 15 minutes earlier at Del Monte Avenue and Camino 

IRRITATED
From page 8A

El Estero. Because the event draws thousands of people, 

Fire and other agencies to handle logistics and “ensure the 
security and safety of the event.”

Cameras help
When the threat was received, MPD “immediately redi-

rected resources” to investigate and to identify the caller 
while also ensuring the race was proceeding as planned, 
according to Andrews.

He did not say how police discovered the man is not 

to identify vehicles that might be associated with him. 
Running their plate numbers through the city’s automated 
camera system resulted in a hit, and 30 minutes after 
Klinger made the call, police found his unoccupied car on 
Park Avenue. 

at approximately 9 a.m.,” Andrews said. “Klinger stated 
he was in Monterey visiting an acquaintance and admitted 
to making the phone call and threat.”

Police searched the home and found a handgun, accord-
ing to Andrews, and arrested Klinger for making criminal 

-
arms, so they obtained a “gun violence restraining order 
and search warrant” for his Carmichael home, which MPD 

-
-

mento County.”

restraining order against him Nov. 15, according to the 
Monterey County Superior Court system, and a hearing 
ordering MPD to show cause is set for Nov. 25.

Andrews said the case “remains under active investiga-
tion” and asked anyone with information that might be rel-
evant to call him at (831) 646-3822 or use the anonymous 
tip line at (831) 646-3840.
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ELIZABETH MEYERINK “LIZ” LORD
Pebble Beach, CA

October 24, 1937 - October 25, 2025

Elizabeth Meyerink Lord, known to her many friends as “Liz”, passed away one day after her 88th birthday 
following a brief illness.  Liz was a globe-trotter from the start.  She was born in the city of Baguio on the 

and graduated from the Katherine Delmar Burke School.  She then went to Sweet Briar College in Virginia 

she met a young Charles “Skip” Lord.  Coincidentally, Skip’s sister was two 
years behind Liz at Sweet Briar and the two California girls were paired by 

Matthew’s Episcopal Church in San Mateo.

began his career as an aerospace engineer and their two children, Kathy 

took them to Corona del Mar for two years and Los Altos for a year before 

but also a talented artist so she continued taking art classes, becoming 

  

Honolulu, Hawaii, plus grandsons Robert Perry, Kai Lord and Asher Lord.

Peninsula.                          

DOLORES TROVATO
May 3, 1925 – Oct. 5, 2025

Monterey – After 100 years, five months and two days, Mom passed peacefully in her own home of 68 years.

Dolores (“Dee”) was born in Calexico, CA to Aurora Martinez and Jose Mendivil, a farmer/rancher family 

who traveled from Calexico to the Central Valley of CA. In 1939, the family traveled to Firebaugh, then to 

Hollister. Once World War II began, they settled in Salinas, CA in 

1942. Dee was 17.

Dee was a devoted wife and mother. She created a stable and loving 

home for her family.  Dee retired from Pacific Bell after 45+ years.

Many thanks to our wonderful caregivers who cared for Mom 24/7 

from May 15 through Oct. 5, 2025. A special thanks to our main 

caregiver, Jeannetta Williams and RN extraordinaire, Angelica 

Jensen, of Hospice. We thank Dr. Eliot Light and his caring 

staff, Arlene and Deanna of Pacific Grove Family Medicine who 

provided general medical care for 41 years.

Dolores leaves behind a loving family who will miss her. Dee and 

her husband, Tony Trovato, were married for 57 years. Dad passed 

in November of 2005.

For more details on her life, go to https://www.legacy.com/us/

obituaries/name/dolores-trovato-obituary?id=59947641

As per Mom’s request, there will be no services, except for the private scattering of ashes to be scheduled in 

the Spring of 2026.

In lieu of flowers, donations are requested in memory of Dolores Trovato to the following:

San Carlos Cathedral at 500 Church St., Monterey, CA 93940
San Carlos School at 450 Church St., Monterey, CA 93940

Blind and Visually Impaired Center of Monterey County at 225 Laurel Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950
Salvation Army of Monterey Peninsula Corps at 1491 Contra Costa St., Seaside, CA 93955

Hospice of the Central Coast at 30 Ryan Court, Suite 250, Monterey, CA 93940.

CATHERINE MARIE O’NEILL
May 29, 1954 - Nov. 12, 2025

A kind, caring, and generous sister, aunt and friend 
whose fearless nature and intrepid spirit blazed a 
bright trail, Cathy O’Neill passed away peacefully 
on Nov. 12, 2025. 
Born second in what would become a bustling 
family of 12, Cathy came into the world on May 
29, 1954, in St. Louis, Missouri, before the O’Neills 
relocated to Salinas, California. 
Cathy attended Sacred Heart Grade School, 
Notre Dame High School in Salinas California, and 
later Gonzaga University in Spokane Washington, 
where a junior year spent in Florence sparked a 
lifelong love of travel.
From an early age, Cathy’s fearless nature carried 
her far — both literally, to adventures across the 
world, and professionally, to the finance world of 
Wall Street.
Bold and brilliant, it was no surprise Cathy found 
her footing there. She led trading desks for GE 
Capital, Robertson Stephens, and others, before 
(inevitably) becoming a founding partner of 
Eastbourne Capital in 1999. 
Though she thrived in a high-pressure profession, 
she possessed a light heart and buoyant spirit. 
Following her retirement, Cathy split her time 
between her two homes in Carmel-by-the-Sea and 
Sonoma, California. Her charming cottage, Lilliput, 
in Carmel-by-the-Sea, embodied the whimsical 
spirit for which it was named. She knew true joy 
when watching her beloved dogs Max (Maximus 
Polonius O’Neill) and Doolin (Doolin Liam O’Neill) 
run free on Carmel Beach. In Sonoma, Cathy took 
great pride in her passive home. She rebuilt a 
historic ranch house into the first Certified Passive 
House™ retrofit in the entire U.S. Her love of art, 
design and joyful gatherings were evident in her 
two remarkable homes.
Cathy had a special gift for bringing people 
together. She often gathered her family and friends 
at Coolclogher House in Killarney, Ireland, which 
she considered her home away from home. For 20 
years, Cathy spent relaxing and fun summers at the 
manor home. She spent her days hiking, exploring 
the coastline, and popping into the local shops, but 
her favorite part of those days was hosting home-
cooked dinners in the manor home kitchen.
Back in California, her Sonoma walking group 
brought her much laughter and lasting friendships. 
She gave generously of her time, energy and spirit 
— to good causes, charities and to everyone lucky 
enough to be loved by her.
Cathy was preceded in death by her parents, 
Kathryn and Thomas O’Neill; her sisters, Lorette 
Claire O’Neill and Maureen Ann O’Neill; and her 
faithful dog, Maximus O’Neill. 
She is survived by her siblings, Peggy O’Neill 
of Nampa, Idaho; Thomas O’Neill (Susan) of 
La Jolla, California; Patricia Ito (Alan) of Lake 
Havasu, Arizona; Raymond O’Neill (Cathy) of 
Encinitas, California; Charles O’Neill of Sonoma, 
California; Lisa O’Neill-Murphy (Terry) of San 
Jose, California and Elizabeth O’Neill of Atlanta 
Georgia, nine nieces and nephews, seven great-
nieces and nephews and her beloved rescue dog 
Doolin O’Neill.
Services for Cathy will begin at noon Sunday, Nov. 
23 at Rosary Chapel Santa Catalina in Monterey, 
California, followed by a reception. Burial will take 
place at 10:30 a.m. Monday, Nov. 24 at Queen 
of Heaven Cemetery in Prunedale, California.
Many thanks to the Monterey County VNA & 
Hospice for their tender care and support in Cathy’s 
final days and weeks. In lieu of flowers please 
consider donating to Sonoma Valley Catalyst Fund 
or the Central Coast VNA & Hospice.

Funeral arrangements by
Struve and Laporte Funeral Home.

Online condolences to
www.struveandlaporte.com
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Celebration of life
Pearla Francis Tarsitano

DAVID FREDERIC UPHAM
Jan. 30, 1963 • Sept. 22, 2025

David Frederic Upham, beloved son, 
brother, uncle and friend, passed 

away unexpectedly in a car accident 
on Sept. 22, 2025. David was born to 
Frederic and Beverley Upham on Jan. 
30, 1963, at Community Hospital of the 
Monterey Peninsula.
David spent his early years attending 
Carmel Mission School, Carmel River 
School, Carmel Middle and Carmel 
High School. He later graduated from 
Carmel Valley High School. As part of 
his continuing education, he learned 
the craft of welding, discovering a 
talent for working with his hands and a 
satisfaction in creating things.
Drawn to the ocean at a young age, 
David enjoyed many hours of skim 

father would also take their boat out 
on the waters around the Monterey 

skateboarding, and even had his mother 
clock his speed while following him in 
her station wagon, as he raced down 
the Carmel Mission hill. 
Music was his truest passion, and he was 
known as the only one of his siblings 
who could carry a tune. David wrote 
songs, played the guitar with a natural 
talent that brought joy to everyone 

bands at the same time. He was also 
a gifted artisan and enjoyed creating 
jewelry, each piece unique and made 

his life doing what he loved; working 
as a rancher, caring for the land and 
animals, and jamming on his guitar.
David was the only son of Frederic and 
Beverley Upham and the treasured 

Diane Cook, Mary Daughters, Kathleen 
Washburn and Linda Gorman. He was 
adored by his nieces, Ambria Upham, 
Kayla Young, Kamryn Daughters, Emily 
Washburn and Jayden Washburn. 
He is also survived by an aunt, uncle, 
brothers-in-law and numerous cousins.
David’s life, though far too short, was 

will be remembered through his music, 
his laughter, and the countless ways he 
brightened the lives of those around 
him.
He will be profoundly missed and 
forever loved.

BERT ARONSON
Herbert Aronson, known to most as Bert, 
passed away peacefully on Oct. 27, 2025, 
surrounded by the love of his family. Born 
Hubert Aronson in Brooklyn, New York on 

integrity, curiosity and quiet generosity.

He was the son of Alex and Rhoda Aronson 
and is survived by his devoted sister, Golda 
Peskin. Bert and Golda shared a lifelong 
bond of affection and mutual admiration 
—an enduring sibling love that shaped 
both of their lives.

Robert, Jonathan, Charles, Katherine and 
Margaret — and their mother, his former 
wife, Susan Grant; seven grandchildren 
— Jennifer, Edward, Ashley, Rebecca, 
Allison, Nicholas and Lillian; and four 
great-grandchildren — Abigail, Nathaniel, 
Sophie and Theodore. His family was his 
pride and joy, and he carried their stories 
and accomplishments close to his heart.

A graduate of Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute in Troy, New York, Bert made 
his home on the Monterey Peninsula in 
1974. He entered the real estate business 
with a simple but powerful motto: “I start 
by listening.” That phrase became his 
calling card — he helped countless people 
navigate the complexities of buying and 
selling homes, always with patience, 
humor and a deep sense of responsibility. 
Bert worked with integrity and continued 

days.

Bert was a member of The Beach & 
Tennis Club in Pebble Beach, Rotary Club 
of Monterey and the Monterey County 
Association of REALTORS.

Outside of work, Bert was a passionate 
tennis player, a traveler and a loyal friend. 
He played tennis for most of his adult life 
and found joy exploring the world with his 
best friend, Maria Lucido. His life was rich 
with stories, laughter and a quiet strength 
that touched everyone who knew him.

To honor Bert’s legacy, take the time to 
truly listen and help others — just as he 
did.

There will be an intimate Celebration of 
Life early next year. If you are interested in 
attending you may contact the family.

How to 
place an obituary

in The Pine Cone
Let us help you pay tribute to your loved one 

with an affordable obituary in The Carmel Pine Cone. 

You’ll be surprised at how low our rates are.
Email text as a Word document. If you will be including 

a photo, please email as a .jpg and as large as possible 
to ensure quality reproduction.

To compose your announcement use the following information:

• Name of deceased

• Date of birth and date of death

• City of most recent residence • Age

• Milestones in the person’s life 

(education, military service, career, etc.)

Survivors • Visitation / Rosary Services

Memorial Services / Mass

Contributions preferred

Submission deadline is Tuesday for that 

week’s Pine Cone. Color included. 

For more information please contact:
Anne Papineau (831) 274-8654

anne@carmelpinecone.com

Health Medical Center and the county-operated Natividad 
Medical Center, have climbed to “extreme levels.”

PRICES
From page 1A

The local hospitals also have “immense negotiat-
ing leverage” with insurers because they are considered 
“must-haves” in their networks due to geographic isola-
tion and network adequacy requirements, according to 

said. 

spokeswoman for Montage, CHOMP’s parent company, 
said it “takes issue with the accuracy of the data used in 
this report,” including reliance on information from the 
Department of Health Care Access and Information — 

“required correction.” She did not elaborate.

of providing care in Monterey County,” Maschmeyer 
claimed. “While we disagree with the methodology, 
we remain deeply sensitive to the cost of care on the 
Monterey Peninsula and are committed to working 

care remains accessible and affordable to our community.”
The Pine Cone asked Maschmeyer whether Mon-

tage would lower prices for privately insured patients at 
CHOMP, and if so, how the company would go about 
doing that, but she did not say.

If you’re a patient at CHOMP or Salinas Valley Memo-
rial who isn’t on Medicare or Medi-Cal, you’ve probably 
been hammered at some point with a big bill for a medical 
test or procedure. The state report found that prices for 
many procedures are indeed much higher here.

“Monterey County is the most expensive county among 
the 36 counties included in the analysis for four of the top 
10 most common medical conditions and the second most 
expensive for three others,” the report said. Compared to 
what San Francisco area hospitals charge, prices at Monte-
rey County hospitals “range from 18 percent above to 168 
percent above.”

Through the roof
For example, the average price to treat someone in a 

Monterey County hospital for a psychotic episode was 
$22,031, compared with $8,208 for the same treatment at a 
San Francisco-area hospital. Treating a patient for alcohol  
or drug abuse or dependence cost an average of $13,311 in 
a local hospital versus $8,449 at hospitals up north. 

Giving birth is much more expensive here, too. Vaginal 
delivery with tubal ligation, for instance, costs an average 
of $14,862, compared to $10,339 at bay area hospitals. Of 
the 10 procedures listed, only major hip and knee-joint 
replacements cost less than in the San Francisco area.

The state agency goes on to say that Monterey County 
“stands out in terms of inpatient admission prices, even 

Continues next page
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Please join us for our

www.christiansciencemonterey.org

Please join us for our 

Thursday, November 27
at 10:00 am
Christian Science Church 
780 Abrego St., Monterey

Thanksgiving     
              Service

Psalms 68:19
Blessed be the Lord, who daily loadeth us 
with benefits, even the God of our salvation.

All are 
welcome!

MOLLIE O’NEAL
Where your future fi nds its foundation

Sales Associate  |  DRE: 02098681
831.277.5971

mollie.oneal@sothebys.realty  |  mollieorealtor.com

Contact us at: 831-272-1030 Daniel
See our work: riveraandsonsconstruction.com
RNSGCINC@GMAIL.COM

Lic. 1058834
Bonded and insured

SERVICES
Kitchen Remodels
Bathroom Remodels
Additions
ADU
Much More.

New Construction
Driveways
Fences
Decks
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Peninsula Sports
By DENNIS TAYLOR

HEAD AND NECK PAIN
A CHIROPRACTIC MESSAGE

from Dr. Steven MacDonald, D.C.
Dr. MacDonald’s specialty is the Cervical Spine 

and Skull alignment. The skull and the cervical spine 
(Cranial-Cervical segment) must be in alignment to 
keep the rest of the body in balance. This section of the 
spine houses and protects the most important area of 
the central nervous system-the brain and brainstem. 
There are also so many life forces housed here, often 
called the mouth of God where the skull meets the 
cervical spine. The nervous system, Cerebral spinal 
fluid, circulatory system must be able to flow freely 
here to keep us healthy. Head and neck injuries and 
stress can misalign this area and interfere with these 
systems. Old and new injuries can hurt this spinal 
alignment and then be the cause of many of the symp-
toms people have today and distort posture later in 
life. Headaches can occur, balance problems, middle 
ear problems, neck and shoulder pain, mid and low 
back pain, poor memory, brain fog, blurred vision, 
speech, mood, depression, numbness and tingling, 
constipation, Fibromyalgia and Chronic Fatigue. Cra-
nial-Cervical misalignment can hurt every system in 
the body. It’s not something to take lightly. 

The NUCCA UPPER CERVICAL system of chi-
ropractic can gently and specifically treat the Crani-
al-Cervical spine to be of help to all problems people 
can experience. This treatment can also correct full 
spine, pelvis and leg length imbalances.

The NUCCA chiropractic care entails a 3- dimen-
sional x-ray evaluation and analysis to determine spe-
cific spinal misalignment measurements, so that the 
proper gentle adjustment can be given. 

The goal of treatment is to offer relief from the 
problems many experience. Treatment can help a 
person be healthier and more active. This care should 
be part of any other care one receives for their health 
care.

Steven N. MacDonald, D.C.
Board Certified * NUCCA *
831.375.9528
718 Lighthouse Ave., Suite A,
Pacific Grove
www.drmacnucca.com

Pacific Grove Advanced Chiropractic

After 45 Wonderful Years...
I’m Retiring!

Nomads Fine Rugs
486 Alvarado St. Monterey. California

( 831) 373 1009

Serving the Monterey Bay community has been one 

of the greatest joys of my life. I’m deeply grateful for 

all the friendships, memories, and support over the 

years.

As I begin this new chapter, I invite you to visit 

my store one last time at 486 Alvarado Street, 

Downtown Monterey.You’ll find hundreds of 

fine handmade rugs — new and antique, in every 

size and color — now offered at huge retirement 

discounts.

Come say hello and find something beautiful to 

remember us by!

Nomads 
Retirement 
SALE
All Rugs 

50        %
 OFF

Ashley Gettleman strolled into Stevenson lore Wednesday with a 
second-place overall finish in the California girls state golf champi-
onships at Poppy Hills. The senior’s 3-under-par 68 was one stroke 
off the lead. 

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER

PCAL Player of the Year Lucinda Wu helped Stevenson to a third-place 
team finish, second-best in school history, at the 2025 girls state tournament. 
Wu shot a 2-under 69 at Poppy Hills, tying for fifth place. 

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER
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WITH OVER 65 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
IN THE SEPTIC INDUSTRY

•Septic System Pumping, Maintenance, Service & Inspection
•Sewer Drain Line Clearing & Hydro-Jetting

•Grease Trap/Interceptor Service & Inspection
•Storm Drain and Culvert Hydro-Jetting & Clearing

•Fully Licensed, Bonded and Insured

We can take care of all your “dirty” work
www.tomsseptic.com

831-633-2321
Lic.# 406512

AT&T Pebble Beach PRO-AM 
Temporary Special Event

JOB FAIR 
Thursday, December 11, 2025

3p.m. - 7p.m.

Friday, December 12, 2025
8a.m. - 12p.m.

Lodge Conference Center
1700 17 Mile Drive, Pebble Beach

Interviews on the spot
These opportunities are for the period of  
February  - February 15, with most shifts 

February 1  - February 15.

Hiring for all areas 
Bartenders, bussers, cashiers, cooks, housekeepers, 

servers, shuttle drivers, stewards, retail sales,  
valets, and many more!

Please apply to the AT&T Job Fair Application at 
pebblebeach.com/careers

Please come prepared to provide proof 
of employment eligibility.

Questions: (831) 649-7657

a row. Results of Thursday’s game against 
top-seeded Merced (29-2) were unavail-
able at press time, but the winning team 
plays for the regional title at 10 a.m. Satur-

-
ers, we didn’t just lose most of our scoring 
power, our standout center-defender and a 
four-year Division 1-level goalie. We also 
lost that championship-level experience, 
girls who were used to playing in high-
level, high-pressure games,” Burke said 
of Emmerson Ferreira, Miranda Salinger, 
and Sienna Cimoli, who are all playing 
NCAA Division I water polo, goalkeeper 
Anna Mitchell, who’s enjoying a gap year 

in Denmark, but is likely to return to the 
sport, and Arielle Dale, who’s in the pre-
med program at UC Irvine.

Stevenson’s CCS revenge over the Car-
dinals included three goals by Solomon, 
one each from Powers, Bates, and Emily 

Adi Smith — including a spectacular, 
high-pressure stop of a Santa Cruz penalty 
shot in the second quarter.

 Padres, Stevenson fall in 
CCS football

The Carmel Padres lost 49-48 to Sacred 

Friday at Monterey Peninsula College, 
and Stevenson was edged 21-17 in its own 

losses eliminated both local schools from 
the Division 3 bracket.

The visiting Gators — CCS D4 cham-
pions a year ago — scored the deciding 
points against Carmel with 1:21 remain-
ing, converting on their second attempt at 
a 2-point conversion when wide receiver 
Alex Ford made a diving catch in the end 
zone on a pass from quarterback Nico Pol-
lioni. Seconds earlier, Carmel had been 

SPORTS
From previous page

-

Pollioni and Charlie Ford, Alex’s 
brother, set up that drama moments earlier 
with a 36-yard touchdown pass on a third-
and-10 play.

Carmel (6-5), the No. 2 seed, scored on 
seven of its 10 possessions, led by senior 
Matt Maxon, who ran for four scores and 
caught a pass for another.

lead on runs of 26, 60 and 48 yards, while 
Maxon countered with a pair of 1-yard TD 
plunges, capping a pair of nine-play drives.

The teams were tied 27-27 at the half, 

and Carmel responding with a pair of TD 
strikes from Kaleb Herro — 14 yards to 
Skyler Brown, 8 yards to Maxon. 

The third quarter ended at 34-34, with 
Maxon getting another 1-yard TD, and 

SHP countering with a 63-yard 
trek and a 1-yard quarterback 
sneak.

With less than eight minutes 
to play, Carmel moved from its 
own 30 to the end zone with 12 
running plays, including Max-
on’s 5-yard TD run.

The Gators answered with 

moving from its own 35 to 
Carmel’s 36 to set up Polli-
oni’s strike, followed by the 
game-winning 2-point pass with 
81 seconds left.

Near-miss for hobbled Pirates
With record-setting receiver 

Caden Olson and all-division 
defensive back Derek Diniz 
missing with injuries, underdog 
Stevenson pushed third-seeded 
Menlo Atherton to the brink Fri-
day before bowing on the road, 

The Pirates’ potential 
game-winning drive stalled deep 
in Menlo territory, due in part to 
an untimely penalty, to end a 9-2 

season — second-best in school history. 
Stevenson’s highlights included:

 16-for-29 passing by Fin Mink, the 
school’s record-setting quarterback

 10 receptions, 94 yards for receiver 
Grady Roth

 77 yards rushing, 117 on kickoff 
returns for Tono Borgomini

 6 tackles, 3 sacks, by Cody Thacher
 4 tackles and an interception for 

defensive lineman Alex Wang

PATs by Zach Da Silva
 a 5-yard halfback pass for a TD 

by Derek Diniz (still nursing a hamstring 
injury), his only play of the game

 Bolante paces CCS D4

CCS Division 4 Cross County Champion-
ships, completing the 2.95-mile course at 
Crystal Springs in Belmont in 15 minutes, 
42.9 seconds. He was 14.4 seconds ahead 
of his nearest pursuer. Sophomore Jasmin 

the girls race.
Stevenson sophomore Nate Gregory  

34th among 115, landing the Pirates a sev-

also seventh as a team, were paced by 
sophomore Landyn Martis (20th, 30:51.7).

Santa Catalina’s lone runner, freshman 
Laia Davis-Santos, was 49th in the 87-girl 

Division 5 race with a time of 23:13.8.
Visit cifccs.org to view all playoff 

brackets in every sport.

Dennis Taylor is a professional free-
lance writer in Monterey County. Contact 
him at scribelaureate@gmail.com.

Charlotte Morrow led Stevenson to thrilling, one-goal vic-
tories in the CCS finals, scoring three goals against Santa 
Cruz, and NorCal quarterfinals, scoring four times at St. 
Mary’s. 

PHOTOS/KERRY BELSER

Stevenson’s third-
place finish at 
Wednesday’s girls 
state golf tournament 
was second-best in 
school history. The 
2007 team was state 
runner-up. Left to right, 
the 2025 Pirates are 
Coco He, Isabella 
Sun, Lucinda Wu, 
Ashley Gettleman, 
Melanda Ma and 
Allison Chan. 

plus “civil recovery” for damages amount-
ing to 3 times the value, misdemeanor pros-
ecution, a red tag and suspended permits.

They also suggested contractors who 
are caught breaking tree rules could have 
their business licenses suspended or 
revoked, property owners who fail to plant 

-
sites where work continues despite a notice 

$5,000 to $100,000.
The committee provided “implementa-

tion tips for staff,” such as, “Use discretion 

TREE FINES
From page 12A

but document everything — photos, mea-

on “severity and intent,” always pair penal-
ties with corrective action, and escalate the 
punishment if multiple trees are affected, 

-

construction or grading. 
And when exact diameter or appraisal 

data are available, use a value-based or 
per-inch formula to determine how much 
to levy.

Commissioners generally agreed with 
the proposed tactics, which they’ll con-
sider again after the proposal is run past 
the city attorney. They would then have to 

city council.

The Pine Cone has been a member of the 
Carmel Chamber of Commerce for more than 100 years.
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BEST of BATESEditorial

Contamination realities
AFTER OUR Oct. 31 editorial mocking the idea of closing Carmel 

Beach because of a nearby sewage spill of fewer than 100 gallons, a reader 
sent us an email lamenting our ignorance of the dangers of even a tiny spill.

health and environmental risks of the recent sewage spill at Carmel Beach,” 
-

played the real dangers of sewage contamination.”
Multiple studies, she said, “have shown higher rates of gastrointestinal 

and skin infections among swimmers and surfers exposed to contaminated 
coastal water.” 

And don’t think you can rest easy when a minuscule amount of sewage 

like Carmel’s can drive bacterial counts thousands of times above safe levels 
for multiple days,” the reader wrote.

The tempest reminded us of the outcry several years ago when some-
body decided to notice that cruise ships routinely discharged sewage into 
the ocean — as they had done for centuries. And it hardly mattered that the 

indignant politicians said. 
We wonder where they think their sewage goes. For Monterey Peninsula 

residents, it goes to a treatment plant and then, of course, into the ocean, but 
nobody closes a beach because there’s a sewer plant nearby.

Raw sewage is very dangerous, and while the reader was getting hot and 
bothered about a drop in our local bucket, in most of the world, the UN 
says, sewage treatment is nonexistent, which means the excrement from bil-
lions of people in Asia, Africa and South America is simply dumped into the 
ground or directly into the nearest river, lake or ocean, leading to all sorts 
of nasty health consequences for the unlucky masses. She didn’t mention 
any of that. And maybe she didn’t have to. The oceans are so big, the huge 
quantities of urine and feces from those continents that end up in the sea are 
diluted to less-than-harmful levels before they have a chance to reach our 
shores. At least that’s what we hope.

Unfortunately, Mexico is also on the list of countries with inadequate 
sewage treatment, and it is perilously close — especially Tijuana, a large city 
that abuts the border and routinely dumps massive quantities of untreated 
sewage into a river that crosses into the United States at a place called Bor-
der Field State Park, fouling miles of beaches between its source and San 
Diego.

“Since late 2021, swaths of the south San Diego County coast have been 
closed every day — 1,345 days in a row and counting — because of sewage 

Times reported in August. 
The constantly closed areas include the City of Imperial Beach, the Times 

added, and according to a local youth advocate, the only way to protect the 
health of the beach-loving children who live there is to bus them to beaches 
farther north.

“They’re not able to enjoy our waters in Imperial Beach — the nearest 
beach that they have to go to for clean water access is at least 35 minutes 
away,” said Santos.

Our reader also didn’t mention the sewage that keeps big stretches of the 
California coast closed on a 24/7 basis.

A story from the Bible tells of a man who complains about a tiny speck in 
his neighbor’s eye while ignoring the log in his own. In this case, the prob-
lem is the reverse. Our tiny sewage spill resulted in the weekend closure of a 

-
age contamination of the ocean is a huge global problem, including places 
just a few hundred miles away.

Thanks for traditions
Dear Editor,

As a former planning commissioner, 
mayor and longtime resident of Carmel-
by-the-Sea, I write with deep appreciation 
for the individuals who have shaped our 
village through decades of public service. 
This Thanksgiving season offers a moment 

institutional knowledge that continues to 
guide our community.

Since Carmel’s founding in 1916, our 
village has been stewarded by a diverse 

— whose collective wisdom and commit-
ment have built the foundation we stand on 
today. Their decisions, values and vision 
form a civic memory that informs how 
we respond to challenges and preserve our 
unique character.

Institutional knowledge is more than 
history, it’s the lived experience of those 
who understand the rhythms of our town, 
the nuances of our governance and the pri-
orities of our people. During the pandemic, 
this depth of understanding proved invalu-
able. Thanks to thoughtful and steady lead-
ership, we not only endured but emerged 
stronger, guided by the lessons and legacy 
of those who came before.

contributed to Carmel’s enduring vitality. 
Their dedication is the quiet architecture 
behind our quality of life, and their service 
deserves our gratitude.Wishing everyone a 

Ken White, Carmel

Thanks to staff
Dear Editor,

As we prepare to gather with family 
and friends to celebrate Thanksgiving, let’s 
take a moment to express our gratitude to 
our city hall family of employees who 
keep our city running 24/7. From admin-
istration, to public safety, to public works 
and every job in between, our city employ-
ees provide services to our residents which 
maintain our quality of life in our village. 

They provide stability and continuity 
through times of change; it has been 109 
years since Carmel-by-the-Sea was incor-
porated as a city, and it’s still going strong. 
We are a unique city of only 1 square mile, 
yet the institutional knowledge of how 
things are done in our village in the forest 
is what makes our employees invaluable.

So with gratitude and appreciation, 
Happy Thanksgiving to those who work in 
our city government!

Alissandra Dramov, 
Carmel City Council member See LETTERS page 29A

L e t t e r s
to the Editor
Letters cannot exceed 350 words, and must 

include the author’s name and home town. We 
reserve the right to determine which letters are 
suitable for publication and to edit for length and 
clarity.

The Pine Cone only accepts letters to the 
editor by email. Please submit your letters to 
mail@carmelpinecone.com

 Publisher ............................................................................................  Paul Miller 
 Production/Sales Manager ............................................................  Jackie Miller
  ................................................................................. Irma Garcia
 Reporters ...................................................................Mary Schley, Chris Counts 

...........................................................................................
 Features Editor ..............................................................................  Elaine Hesser
 Editorial Layout ...............................................................................
 Advertising Sales ............................  Real Estate, Big Sur - Jung Yi (274-8646)

Carmel-by-the-Sea, Carmel Valley, Carmel & Pebble Beach
.....................................................................................

 ................. Jessica Caird (274-8590)
  ............................................
 Legal Notices.................................................................. Irma Garcia (274-8645)
 Ad Design ....................
 Ad Design & Obituaries ...........................................Anne Papineau (274-8654)
  ........................................................  Alex Nicholson (274-8593)
 Circulation Manager ...........................................  Scott MacDonald (261-6110)
 For complete contact info: carmelpinecone.com/contact.html

Address: 

Telephone: (831) 274-8593 

Email: mail@carmelpinecone.com
or @carmelpinecone.com

The Carmel Pine Cone
was established in 1915 and is a 

legal newspaper for Carmel-by-the-Sea, 
Monterey County and 

the State of California, established by 
Superior Court Decree No. 35759, 

July 3, 1952

The Carmel Pine Cone
https://carmelpinecone.com

PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY

Vol. 111 No. 47  •  November 21, 2025

©Copyright 2025 by Carmel Communications, Inc.
A California Corporation



November 21, 2025 The Carmel Pine Cone                         27A

Dr. Derek E. N. Barkalow, MA, DC
550 Camino El Estero, Suite 103 - Monterey, CA

(P) 831.655.3232     (F) 831.655.3443
www.drbarkalow.com

We offer comprehensive care & focused techniques. 
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Medicare, Aspire Advantage and most major insurances, 
with special discounts for California Care.

A Healthy Spine is the 
Foundation of a Healthy Life

KNOWLEDGE • SERVICE • CONVENIENCE
IS WHY YOU SHOULD CHOOSE MURPHY’S

Tom Gladney
Owner - Boss Man
54 Years Experience

Free Delivery Anywhere in Monterey County 

8316592291
10 West Carmel Valley Road, Carmel Valley Village

To

F

1

Painting a ‘journey of the mind’

until 2019, just before the U.K. split with 
the EU.

A year after Brexit, the Stihlers sold 
their home in Dunfermline, said goodbye 

-
tery Peninsula. 

-
ily in Carmel, so it felt like a 

-

In her experience, all politics is 
local — and deeply personal

IT WAS Christmas 1998, and the soon-

in Big Sur. 

St. Andrews, where they 

-
hood home of Carmel and 

Catherine stayed in the 
U.K. and landed a job as 

-
-

of the  U.K. Parliament.

20 years later
The deal swung in her 

would always be there.
In 1999, Stihler was 

Parliament, the youngest 

the United Kingdom at 25 

Her spirituality, she said, leans toward 
Shinto, an indigenous Japanese religion 

-

A spiritual river journey

her father inspired her to imagine a spir-

said.

the journey was her father, 
-

graph as he stood happily in 
a desert. 

and see mountains and know that’s where 
-

-

-
fornia-born. Her father was drafted into the 

-

passing.

Cutting edge

-

-

to their employees, always 

she said.
“I worked with great 

we were always on the 

-

In 2005, she took her 

Betty Edwards, author of 

T -

about who she is, where she’s been and 
where she wants to go.

Gallery, an exhibition entitled “Between 

wanted to do. There’s no time left to put 

-
shas — traditional Japanese entertainers 

Spirit guides

“People always looked at me and 

“And I always responded, ‘No, no … I’m 

See ARTIST page 48A
Part of Reiko Michisaki’s exhibition at the Pacific Grove Art Center 
explores her Japanese culture and her spirituality. 

PHOTO/DENNIS TAYLOR

Carmel’s Artists
By DENNIS TAYLOR

Family, faith and a formidable background in European politics 
roused Catherine Stihler to address the greatest challenge facing 
Monterey County: housing families and working people in need.

PHOTO/THE ROYAL SOCIETY OF EDINBURGH

See LIVES next page

Great Lives
By LILY PATTERSON

From the mayor’s desk — 

Last week, nearly 800 people gathered 
-

-

is full of people who take pride in doing 
-

Cones and the Carmel Chamber’s Awards 

-
keeper, restaurant, bank, spa or gallery 

  Progress and gratitude
By DALE BYRNE

USUALLY, THINGS quiet down as 

-
-

dents and are essential to keeping Carmel 

-

-
mel Innkeepers gathering and the Panetta 

are all reminders of how we’re working 
-

and remember why we do this work. It’s 

home.

See MAYOR next page
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demonstrate extraordinary ability by sustained national or 
international acclaim or a level of expertise indicating that 
you are one of the small percentage who have arisen to the 

-

Andrews with degrees in geography and international rela-

-

-

-

Black pudding and Brexit

-

-

was really proud of was getting a geographical indicator 

LIVES
From previous page

-

Advocating on behalf of blood sausage was more than 

because it upended nearly three decades of economic 

European citizenship has had spiritual and material conse-

-

-

‘Very practical’ politics
-

-

-

-
-

-

experience is shaped daily by people who care about their 

and inspectors protecting village character long before a 

-

a community-driven way for residents to nominate out-

shine a light on those who consistently go above and 

  Gratitude every day

-

Dale Byrne is mayor of Carmel-by-the-Sea. His email 
is dbyrne@cbts.us.

MAYOR
From previous page

With the stock market zooming and interest 
rates starting to decline, people are feeling 
more optimistic about the economy, and 
that means they’ll be looking to spend more 
during the holidays. And how do you turn 
these willing shoppers into customers? By 
advertising in one of The Carmel Pine Cone’s 
special Holiday Guides!

THE CARMEL PINE CONE’S 2025THE CARMEL PINE CONE’S 2025

HOLIDAYHOLIDAY
GUIDEGUIDE

PUBLICATION DATES: 
Friday, November 28
Friday, December 12

CALL OR EMAIL TO RESERVE 
YOUR AD SPACE TODAY!

MEENAMEENA (831) 274-8655 (831) 274-8655
meena@carmelpinecone.commeena@carmelpinecone.com
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Thanks for Rerig
Dear Editor,

I’d like to comment on the news of Chip Rerig’s notice 
to retire. I’ve spent some one-on-one time with Chip walk-
ing our downtown streets, hearing him engage with citi-
zens and visitors, listening to observations of future ini-
tiatives, items of safety, sharing the history of his tenure. 
He is passionate about Carmel, not only taking his role 
as No. 1 ambassador to heart, but instilling that ambassa-
dorial attitude in our city administrative team. He will be 
missed, even if he has put in place a succession plan with 
technical capabilities.

Consider the number of councilmembers and mayors 
that have come and gone during his tenure; and yet, Car-
mel continues to inspire a unique cultural experience for 
residents and visitors in a safe environment year over year. 
He is singularly responsible for that outcome. I hope our 

him stay on longer, and if not, we should hope that they 
extract as many suggestions he could offer to maintain the 
momentum he has built on city employee engagement and 
satisfaction.

His contribution was exceptional. His spirit must be 
maintained.

Jim Beck, Carmel

Breakfast place
Dear Editor,

early Sunday morning. It was raining, and all the tables 
were occupied. This location has consistently been at the 
top of my favorite restaurants list, but it will be closing 

-
tiate a reasonable lease renewal amount.  Instead, it will be 

duplicate the success. 
I blame the city council and the city attorney for the 

failure to negotiate reasonable terms. A percentage lease, 
or one with a base rent that increases as restaurant reve-
nue increases, would be one of many options that might be 

decisions, in this case insisting on rent exceeding $15,000 
monthly that the current operator, who also has a success-
ful catering business, deems unsustainable. She should 

LETTERS
From page 26A

for more business-savvy candidates the next time around.  
Sharon Buttimer, 

Massage permits
Dear Editor,

concerning decision to stop issuing work massage practi-
tioner work permits, citing liability concerns. This is not a 
responsible solution — it is a direct attack on a vital, legit-
imate profession. I was a massage therapist for 30-plus 
years and started my career with a sheriff’s work permit.

This action threatens to cripple the local wellness 
industry. There is only one massage school left in Monte-
rey County, the Esalen Institute. They just cancelled their 
fall class. This creates a perfect storm. The county has now 

result will be the erasure of professional practitioners in a 
region famous worldwide for its healing arts and wellness 
tourism. Decades-old wellness traditions are now being 

-
apists is now closed.

Wellness is a major economic driver for Big Sur and 
the Carmel coast. The county’s policy is short-sighted 
and economically damaging. With no massage schools 
and programs left, there is less appeal to the Big Sur 
coast. How sad; it is such a beautiful area. I spent many 
days at Esalen, enjoying the baths, food and beauty while 
taking continuing education classes.

the county counsel and community stakeholders, should 
develop a secure, standardized and enforceable permit and 
oversight process. This is an opportunity for the county to 

ground-checked professionals.
The county could also adopt the guidelines established 

by the California Massage Therapy Council, which over-
sees massage school curriculum throughout the state. 
There is a 500-hour minimum established. Maybe there is 
a way for practitioners to work while earning CEU hours. 
I taught at two massage schools in California during my 
career and always emphasized professional standards of 
practice and continued learning.

We urge the Monterey County Board of Supervisors 

work permit process and partner with organizations like 

ensures public safety while preserving the jobs and tradi-
tions of our region’s dedicated wellness practitioners.

Joseph Hutchinson, Monterey

Where California 
was Born.

Next opportunity to showcase your business: Dec. 19, 2025
Call  Jessica Caird (831) 274-8590 | jessica@carmelpinecone.com

434 Alvarado St., Monterey | 831-375-1400 | rosinesmonterey.com

Now Open Now Open 
in Sand City! in Sand City! 

Family-Owned. Locally Loved. Since 1980.
Open Daily from 8am

DOWNTOWN 
DINING 
DONE RIGHT

400 TYLER ST, MONTEREY

(831) 372-TURN 
www.turn12barandgrill.com  

Relaxed casual 
atmosphere. 
Gourmet California 
comfort food. 
Outstanding 
craft drinks. 
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HAPPY 
THANKSGIVING

to all
This Thanksgiving, we’re 

thankful for you. With every 
gift, every partnership, and 

every act of care, our mission 
grows stronger – serving families 
with compassion all year long.

growss  ssttrroonngger – sseerrvviinngg ffaamilie
wiitth compassion all year loonng

CHOOSE VNA
    831-375-9882

     www.ccvna.com

2511 Garden Rd., Suite A230 Monterey

(831) 646-5424 | sgsenger@att.net 

Law Office of 
Sara Senger

30 years of experience 
in Medi-Cal Estate Planning

Elder Law

Wills and Trusts

Special Needs 

I will make home and hospital visits

FINE ESTATE JEWELRY 
BOUGHT AND SOLD
Serving Carmel Since 1982

831-624-5991
Mission St. Between Ocean and 7th

Viau Estate Jewelry

www.viauestatejewelry.com

BESTBEST
HouseHouse

CleaningCleaning 
6 Years!6 Years!

So Many Dust Bunnies,
So Little Time

• Experienced
• Professional

TWO GIRLS 
FROM CARMEL

BONDED HOUSECLEANING
SPECIALISTS

831-626-4426
TwoGirlsFromCarmel.com

Offering a 
personal and 

friendly touch
for 30 years

Look 10 years younger in just a couple of hours using 

Need to freshen up your look?

NEWIMAGEBYHILARY.COM

If you don’t look good, I don’t look good

New Image by Hilary

BROWS, EYES & LIPS  

Before

Join Point Sur 
Volunteers!

Preserve history, guide tours, and make 
a difference. Class of 2026 forming now! 

Email pointsurlisa@gmail.com

VICTORIUS offers a thoughtful, diverse selection of leading 
ladies fashions and accessories to enhance a woman’s unique 

style in a friendly, comfortable environment. 
Come in and be delightfully surprised and receive 
10% OFF your purchase by mentioning this ad!

Nic + Zoe
MARBLE
HOBO

Habitat

Lysse
NYDJ

local artisans and more!

tour from Mad Dogs & Englishmen, or what.”
The committee voted to proceed with getting the law 

revised.
Also involving Mission Trail was a request for signs 

reading “off-leash dogs must be under voice control.”
“This is personal for me. I was all but knocked over by 

a dog in Mission Trail park, and it resulted in an alterca-
tion that I’m not proud of with the dog’s owner,” resident 
Kevin Ruess said, adding that he’s known two people who 
suffered broken legs from being hit by dogs on the beach. 

He said the owners did nothing to help the victims and 
left.

“This is actually a problem in Carmel that nobody talks 
about,” Ruess said, because “dogs are third rail of local 
politics.”

“You can’t say anything that makes you seem like you 
don’t love dogs no matter what,” Ruess added.

Committee members voted to install the dog-related 
signs in Mission Trail park.

Fielding two requests for removing bits of landscaping 
on the side of the road, the committee instead decided to 
reduce their size and formalize them with berms or curbs.

E-BIKES
From page 10A

The larger of the two, located on the north side of Fifth 
east of San Carlos, formerly contained two large pines that 
were cut down a couple of years ago, and someone has 
planted succulents and an olive tree in their place. 

While Ferlito supported getting rid of it — especially 
because the area contains no native plants and eliminat-
ing it would create more parking — Culver recommended 
keeping it in order to better protect a new ADA ramp that 
will be installed at that corner.

They have character

even though it’s adjacent to a new stop sign, and he advo-
cated for preserving the landscaped bump-outs that dot 
Carmel’s streets and contribute to the town’s character.

The smaller spot on the west side of Lincoln near 
Eighth contains a small oak and will be reduced to provide 
more room for parking.

Someone asked for “temporary speed bumps” at Sce-
nic and 13th in the belief they would encourage drivers to 
slow down and not run the stop sign there, but the commit-
tee said other measures would be more effective, including 
one more stop sign.

“I think we have an epidemic in this town of people 
running stop signs,” Ferlito commented.

Trayer told her it’s a widespread problem and that his 

guidelines, and after spending just under a month review-
ing, the steering committee and some members of the pub-
lic provided feedback at their March 1, 2023, meeting that 
they believed the draft had missed the mark and that it 
had actually made the design guidelines more complicated 
rather than easier to read and use,” he said. “Members of 
the committee felt the guidelines were supposed to have 
been streamlined, but that this had not been accomplished 
by Winter & Co. Another concern of the committee was 
that the drafts had added pages to the total count, making 

In addition, the group decided commercial design 
guidelines should be revised, municipal design guide-
lines should be drafted, and several appendices should be 
written, including one on “historical context” that runs 17 

DESIGN
From page 1A

pages and is separate from the “historic context statement” 
that’s already part of the code. The committee also com-
piled lists of preferred plants and construction materials.

“The concept is that the supporting sections of the 
design guidelines will do just that, support the user in 
working with the document,” Swanson explained.

He asked the commission for “feedback on the form, 
function and usability” of the draft guidelines, which 
break down numerous directives under six “core princi-

Core principles

forest in all improvement projects, private, public and 
otherwise,” includes directives to preserve “all existing 
healthy upper canopy and lower canopy trees,” provide 
enough space on a building site to allow trees to grow to 
maturity, and leave rights of way “an unpaved, natural 

other vegetation “to create connectivity with adjacent 
properties.”

Further, parking areas should “reinforce the forest 
image” by being separated from driveways with plantings 
and being composed of dirt or wood chips.

“Do not wall off properties at the front property lines 

but instead extend the forest character of the right of way 
into the visible parts of the site by keeping a large portion 

views of structures,” the rules continue.
The second core principle, “Subordinate every built 

structure to the character and continuity of the forest, nat-
ural environment, and to the natural features of its own 
site,” includes mandates to “nestle a building in the trees 
to minimize the mass visible from public view,” and to 
“decrease the apparent size of buildings by building less 

methods.
“Minimize the impact of a garage or carport by con-

cealing them from the street, detaching them at the back 
of the lot or elsewhere, subsuming them into the building 
design by, for example, tucking them underneath, locat-
ing them partially below grade (while avoiding any three-
story appearance), orienting the garage door away from 
the street, and, on small lots, using only a single, one-car 
garage door,” one of the guidelines says. 

Paving should be muted in color, and shrubs, hedges or 
other landscaping should be used instead of front fences.

Core principle No. 3, “Fit every built structure within 

See GUIDELINES next page
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Carolers from I Cantori di Carmel

Family Entertainment
with Balloon Artists & a Magical Elf Performance

Families and children of all ages can visit Santa Claus for FREE in his toy 

factory, located in the 700 Cannery Row building next to Steinbeck Plaza. 

Open Saturdays and Sundays, 12:00–3:00 p.m., starting November 29th –

December 21st.

For additional information and the latest schedule of events, please visit canneryrow.com

In the years that followed, both sides fought over the 
release of records after an inmate died in jail in 2019. In 
spring 2023, after repeatedly notifying the county and 
Wellpath that they were not complying with the settlement 
agreement, the plaintiffs asked a judge to order the com-
pany to do its job.

In September 2023, U.S. District Court Judge Beth 
Labson Freeman found Wellpath “to be in civil contempt” 
of 43 different requirements outlined in the settlement 
agreement. The judge ordered Wellpath to comply by 

Bankruptcy
Since then, numerous documents and exhibits have 

-
ruptcy in November 2024, and in October, Freeman denied 
the plaintiffs’ motion to enforce Wellpath’s settlement 
agreement against the county after they learned Wellpath’s 
contract will expire at the end of the year.

On Nov. 6, she granted a mutual request for an exten-

December date for their joint motion for approval of the 
proposed deal.

This week, with Wellpath’s contract to provide inmate 
healthcare at the county jail about to end, the Monterey 

contract with a new company, San Diego-based Correc-
tional Healthcare Partners, for prisoners’ medical, dental 
and mental-health services.

HONORED
From page 9A

Rodriguez, Robert Miller, Chayene Garcia, and John Richard-
son from the Salinas Police Department. The victims were as-

advocate Susana Reyes.
Oct. 17 — Pedro Quezada, 55, was found guilty by a 

Monterey County jury of 11 counts of forcible lewd or las-
civious acts on a child under 14 years of age. All 11 of the 
charges are violent felonies and are considered strikes under 
California’s three strikes law. Quezada faces up to 110 years 
in prison. Quezada will also be required to register as a sex 
offender for the rest of his life.

Jane Doe disclosed that Quezada, a family member, had 
molested her on numerous occasions over a seven-year peri-

GAVEL
From page 4A

od. Doe was around 4 years old when the molestations began. 

little secret” and that if she told anyone something bad would 
happen. This kept Doe from disclosing the ongoing abuse for 

that she delayed reporting the crime because she was afraid 
of Quezada. 

According to research into sexual assault victim behavior, 
it is very common for victims to delay reporting the sexual 
abuse, especially when the victim is a minor and has a close 
relationship with the perpetrator.

This case was investigated by Det. Edwin Cruz and other 

investigator Daisy Gurley also assisted in the investigation. 
Jane Doe was assisted by district attorney victim advocates 
Mayra Sandoval and Kristin Peterson. Court facility support 
dog Armani provided Doe with much-needed support during 
her testimony at trial.

its neighborhood context,” includes directives like situat-
ing open spaces so they link with neighboring properties, 
and, on larger lots, maintaining “the open-space character 
of Carmel’s typical 4,000-square-foot lot sizes, avoiding 
the appearance of a ‘compound’ or ‘estate.’”

The mass of a building should relate to “the context of 
other homes nearby” but should vary in design “from that 

of nearby and abutting prop-
erties,” while preserving 
neighbors’ views and pri-
vacy, and minimizing “neg-
ative impacts to surrounding 
properties.”

“Fully integrate utili-
ties and services, including 
gas meters, electrical pan-
els, water heaters and trash 
receptacles, into the archi-
tectural design of the build-

ing,” one of the rules states.
In the chapter directing property owners to “retain and 

build upon Carmel’s architectural heritage,” they must 
“preserve historic and existing resources” by reusing 
buildings and their components, respecting “adjacent his-
toric resources by preserving adequate light, open space 
and views of and around the structure,” and “continue Car-
mel’s tradition of architectural diversity.”

“Do not use designs that resemble those in speculative 
or ‘McMansion’ developments or that present a commer-
cial or industrial appearance,” the document says, and 
“use manufactured materials only if they are ecologically 
sensitive: able to form a natural patina over time, able to 
be maintained rather than disposed, able to be fully dis-
mantled and recycled or reused, biodegradable, and envi-

“Do not use petroleum-based architectural elements,” 
the rules say.

‘Modesty and restraint’
Under the core principle of “design every built struc-

ture with modesty and restraint,” designers and architects 
should “avoid visual complexity, ‘busy’ building forms, 
too many different materials, excessive and overly ornate 
or ostentatious details, and materials and details that con-
trast strongly within a single building or with neighboring 
buildings.”

“Do not use building elements that are complex, mon-
umental, formal, out of scale or that increase the visual 
prominence of the building,” and “keep the overall color 
scheme muted to blend with the forest palette,” while 
avoiding “starkly contrasting color schemes,” they say.

Buildings should not have fake chimneys, doors or 

GUIDELINES
From previous page

windows, and shutters should be sized “so that they would 
cover their entire window, whether or not they are in active 
use.”

Finally, “detail every property authentically and 
consistently.”

For instance, “rather than installing a standard over-
head product, craft a garage door either to provide visual 
interest, to recede completely into the materials and col-
ors of the building wall, or orient it so as not to face the 

stakes or wood pickets and not ornate wrought iron or 
chain link.”

“Never use gate posts or columns that are monumen-
tal or out of scale with the building design, nor stone col-
umns that are not integrated into other stone elements,” 
and posts and columns should be “the same height as their 
adjacent fence or wall.”

devices,” saying that any names or numbers should be 
“subordinate to and appropriate to the architecture.”

Easy to use?
Opinions on the draft varied.
Planning commission chair Michael LePage noted 

spreading from house to house.
“Wood products are mentioned throughout,” he noted, 

including shingles, siding and fencing.
He suggested adding a seventh core principle, “Protect.”
Commissioner Mel Ahlborn criticized the process and 

suggested the task of revising the guidelines be returned to 
the staff and the planning commission.

“Thirty-two months is entirely too long,” she said. “We 
can’t run a business this way, we can’t run a city this way.”

She preferred the draft created by Winter & Co. and 
worried that the steering committee’s 158 guidelines don’t 
comply with the city’s codes and practices.

She also requested “more yes/no examples, easier nav-
igation and improved cross-referencing.”

Commissioner Stephanie Locke said that while the 

makes sense, and she appreciates that “there is more use 

of formal and absolute terms, as in ‘inappropriate,’ and 
‘never.’”

Most important, she said, is whether people can under-
stand them. For example, she wondered how the commit-

She suggested the section on landscaping refer to the 
Monterey Peninsula Water Management District’s rules 
for new and revamped yards and gardens.

A place for principles
In considering the issues planning commissioners reg-

doors and windows, views and height,” commissioner 
Erin Allen said she wasn’t convinced the revised guide-
lines are “super easy to use and answer questions quickly.”

“I do love the core principles — I do feel there’s a place 
for those,” she said. “I don’t know that there’s a way for 
someone who’s working on a project to quickly get an 
answer when it’s laid out this way.”

LePage said they seem logical, and resident Ian Martin 
said he supports the use of core principles, because they 
indicate what “we expect.” He also said he appreciates the 
introduction describing the history of the town.

“This should be a fun, interesting, pithy thing to read,” 
he said.

Martin backed LePage’s proposal to add references to 

deliberation,” and respect the other core principles.
Carmel Residents Association board member Nancy 

Twomey also supported LePage’s suggestions and recom-
mended sticking with the committee’s format rather than 
Winter’s. “I don’t see value in going back to something 
that was redundant, confusing and verbose in a way that 
was not helpful in engaging the user,” she said.

Resident and preservationist Karyl Hall said she 
attended all 36 committee meetings, and that she couldn’t 

-
tecting the forest.

She decried the “ruination of Carmel.”
“I’m worried we’re going to lose Carmel completely,” 

she added. “I’ve just sort of lost hope.”
In the end, commissioners didn’t take formal action on 

the draft but expressed general support for its concepts.

Help protect The Pine Cone’s future!
Subscribe • Read • Advertise

A lot of detail 
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not to do
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It’s easier than ever to prevent cavities, but you still have to do your part

TOOTH DECAY  is one of the most perva-
sive diseases in the world, yet it is also perhaps 
the most overlooked, as many people take for 
granted that their good dental hygiene, electric 

eating habits have it largely solved.
Innovations in testing and treatments are 

also making it easier than ever to stop dental 

new topical treatment can patch early decay 
before full cavities form (we’ll get back to 
that). But the rest of the work of prevention is 
still up to us.

will experience tooth decay. 
“That’s a big number when you are talking 

about any kind of disease,” said dentist Ryan 
Lehr of the Monterey Peninsula Dental Group. 

-

prevalent disease for kids, he said.

Mineral imbalance
It’s much easier than you might think to 

develop cavities, which are painful holes in 

imbalance in your mouth is the primary cause. 
Once a loss of minerals forms a hole in the 
tooth, the repair process can be an unpleasant 
whir of dental drills and even root canals. 

“It is a dynamic disease,” Lehr said, adding 

your mouth is affected by the foods you con-
sume. 

exposing your mouth to sugar for prolonged 

that are going to attack when environment is 

High tide
The environment inside everyone’s mouths 

is awash in minerals carried in saliva. They 
constantly refresh the teeth and then leave 
them dry again, Lehr explained. “Like high 
tides and low tides, it’s water in and water 
out,” he said. “When you eat, the environment 
inside your mouth gets acidic, then the miner-
als go out of your teeth. When the higher pH 
comes back through your saliva, minerals go 
back into the teeth.”

Problems crop up when foods that create 
acidity, such as sugars and carbonated drinks, 
are eaten frequently or over a prolonged peri-
od of time, leaving teeth vulnerable to more 
mineral loss. 

“Things that dissolve slowly that you keep 
in your mouth for a long time are the worst. 
For example, I love dried mangoes, but they 
are not great for your teeth,” Lehr said. “If 
food is in your mouth all the time, your mouth 
is acidic longer, and it’s more susceptible to 
mineral loss.”

H E A L T H  |  N U T R I T I O N  |  W I S D O M  |  F A M I L Y  |  L I F E
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“I Healed Faster.”
“My Healing Touch sessions helped me 
feel much calmer. My amazing Provider 

helped me restore my strength, resilience, 
and sense of hope—I healed faster.”

Healing Partners of the Central Coast (HPCC) provides cancer 
patients with free Healing Touch (HT) supportive care. Our 
highly qualified team of compassionate Providers have delivered 
over 9500 HT sessions. HT is proven to help patients manage 
the side effects of cancer treatments — including chemotherapy, 
radiation, and surgery — while increasing quality of  life.

HPCC is honored to be participating in Monterey County 
Gives! 2025 Fundraising Campaign, which runs now through 
December 31, 2025. We welcome your support to continue to 
expand this life-changing service.

DONATE NOW

www.montereycountygives.com/healing 
or use QR code

Together, we are stronger than cancer.

To learn more about HPCC’s services and mission call 
(800) 205-8101 or visit www.hpcchealingtouch.org

Donate Today!
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TWENTY YEARS after it 
was approved by the FDA for 
treatment of periodontitis, La-
ser-Assisted New Attachment 
Procedure, or LANAP, is one 
of several popular laser treat-
ments available to dental pa-
tients and is possibly the most 
illustrative example of how 
high-intensity light is chang-
ing the face (and feeling) of 
dentistry.

Not only is LANAP prov-
en to halt gum disease, studies 
show it can reverse the harm 
done to bone and gum tissue, 
with a minimum of bloody 
gauze to show for it.

“It’s touted as a no-cutting, 
no-suturing procedure. It’s 
still surgery, because we use a local numb-
ing agent, but it’s minimally invasive. 

like we used to do,” said dentist Matthew 
Wetzel, who practices at Monterey Coast 
Periodontics & Implant Center in Carmel, 
referring to the traditional surgical meth-
ods that laser dentistry is gradually beam-
ing into oblivion. 

Mild cases
For mild cases of periodontitis, there’s 

something called scaling and root planing, 
in which plaque is manually cleaned from 
around the gumline. A general dentist or 
hygienist can typically handle it.

The traditional protocol for severe gum 
disease has been the painful-as-it-sounds 

pulled away from the teeth so a dentist can 
clean the infection out and remove pockets 
of plaque and bacterial buildup. Damaged 
bone is smoothed out, if necessary. Typi-
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LASERS con’t. page 37A

Ditching scalpels for lasers
By LILY PATTERSON

cally, new tissue has to be sewn on top in 
order to stabilize the treated area, and at 
least a week of soft foods and mouth pain 
ensues.

No incision
LANAP can accomplish the same 

cleaning task, said Wetzel, with no inci-
sion necessary. The laser goes farther than 
any scalpel or scraper could, as thin and 
ultrapowerful light wavelengths start the 
healing process at the bone by encouraging 
new cells to grow. 

Laser treatment can help restore soft tis-
sue, too, making it useful for ordinary cas-
es of receding gums. Previously, the only 
way to “regrow” a gumline was to graft 
new tissue on top of it — often taken from 
the roof of a patient’s mouth.

In Monterey, dentist Sarah Frahm’s 
practice began incorporating laser technol-

916-803-5500 | purelypilatessac.com | Mission and 8th
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Holidays!!

LANAP lasers make treating gum disease less painful.

(831) 220-7514  •  merrillgardensmonterey.com
200 Iris Canyon Rd, Monterey, CA 93940
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Anytime Dining at MMeeeeerrrrrriiiill GGGaaaaarddenns Sennior Living
As you may have guessed, that means you can dine
whenever you’d like and how often you’d like. And 
did we mention meals are made-to-order and served 
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Some people have a mouth chemistry 
that makes them more vulnerable to cav-
ities, Lehr said. He mentioned a saliva test 
that can uncover a variety of conditions 
in the mouth, including susceptibility to 
fungus and periodontal (gum) disease. Ac-
cording to the National Institute of Dental 
and Craniofacial Research, it can also in-
dicate genetically inherited changes that 

allow for more 
organisms that 
make the mouth 
naturally more 
acidic, and it 
can reveal the 
presence of 
certain types 
of bacteria that 
make teeth 
more suscepti-
ble to decay.

Older adults 
can have issues 
after a lifetime 
of thinning 

enamel. It’s possible that someone can go 
their entire life without a cavity, only to 
have one appear in their 60s or 70s. 

Some medications also create a dry 
mouth, leaving people with less saliva to 
bring minerals back into their teeth. 

In addition, abrasive toothpastes can 
wear away at tooth enamel, particularly 
those with whitening formulas.

“I do not recommend whitening tooth-
pastes for that reason,” Lehr said. He urges 
his patients to look for a low “RDA value” 
in toothpaste, meaning “relative density 

of the RDA value of various toothpastes, 
something that’s not required to be listed 
on labels. Sensodyne Pronamel is a brand 
with a low enough RDA to avoid damage.

And by all means, though it sounds 
counterintuitive, don’t brush your teeth im-
mediately after eating, especially sugar and 

acid. Wait awhile, even more than 30 min-
utes. While it may seem counterintuitive to 
not immediately wipe the sticky stuff off 
your pearly whites, dentists say to hold off.

“You don’t want to brush immediately 
after eating something acidic. If you are go-
ing to eat or drink something that’s acidic, 
you need to wait for the pH in your mouth 
to return to normal before you brush,” Lehr 
said. “If you are in a low-mineral state and 
you use an abrasive toothpaste, you can ac-
tually damage your teeth.” 

Restoring minerals
Fluoride can be helpful to re-mineralize 

and other dentists say. But they still report 
seeing more and more patients wanting 
to avoid it. Alternatives include specialty 
toothpastes that incorporate nano hydroxy-
apatite, a substance that mimics the miner-
als in your tooth enamel. Nano hydroxyap-
atite can do almost the same job restoring 

That chemical is also the key to a new 
topical dental treatment that can patch and 
repair a tooth before a cavity fully forms. 
If caught early, before dental caries have 
caused a hole all the way through tooth 
enamel, a treatment called Curodont pulls 
minerals and hydroxyapatite from sali-
va mouth to regenerate tooth enamel. No 

decay is stopped. Invented by the Swiss 
healthcare company vVARDIS, one ver-
sion of the treatment, marketed as Curo-
dont Protect, was approved for over-the-
counter use by the FDA in 2019. 

“Here’s the takeaway. You want to en-
joy your life and occasionally eat sugar or a 
carbonated drink. If you are going to drink 
it and going to eat it, do it in short spurts,” 
Lehr said. “Don’t sip on something for 
prolonged periods of time. If you go to a 
movie theater and get the big soda and box 
of candy, then don’t sip on it through the 
whole movie and eat candy the whole time. 
That’s when the real damage happens.”

Dr. Ryan Lehr
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Don’t skip making an appointment with our experts.
Many people suffer from arrhythmia or irregular heartbeat, which can 
cause palpitations, low energy and fatigue. Left untreated, it can lead to 
stroke or heart failure. Fortunately, our specialists excel in the full range 
of treatments, from medication and monitoring to the most advanced 
procedures like ablation, pacemakers, and implants like the Watchman.™

treat a wide range of heart rhythm disorders and are just a few of the stellar 
specialists on our team delivering the gold standard in cardiovascular care. 
We can get you in soon, and we take Medicare and most major insurance. 

Learn more at gshav.com or call 831-717-4687 today for an 
appointment.
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Could it be an arrhythmia?
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Editor’s note: This is the second in 
a two-part series about hazards to pets 
during the holiday season. 

THE WINTER holidays are a busy, 
meaningful — and, for people and their 
pets, an often overwhelming — time of 
year. Many homes are transformed into 
wonderlands of beautiful and sentimental 
decorations. Yet, from the pets’ perspec-
tive, their proverbial safe space is suddenly 
loaded with unfamiliar — yet enticing and 
sometimes dangerous — objects.

On behalf of our dogs and cats, let’s 
take a look at what lurks beneath the glit-
tering façade.

The Christmas tree
A climbing cat or a running dog, or a 

pup trying to tear off a branch for an epic 
game of fetch, can knock a tree down, cre-
ating shards of crystal, glass and plastic 
— which could be ingested or wound the 

animal. A large 
tree can injure a 
pet if it falls on it, 
something that’s 
more common 
that you might 
imagine.

“Use timers or 
unplug your tree 
when not observ-
ing it, since a pet 
who chews on a 
strand of lights 
risks electrocu-
tion,” said vet-
erinarian Heart 

Dominguez of Animal Hospital at Mid 
Valley. “And make sure wrapped food 
gifts are not reachable. Your pets can smell 
through the packaging and may decide to 
open them early.”

‘It was covered in shiny things. Also, it’s the dog’s fault.’
By LISA CRAWFORD WATSON

PETS cont. page 39A
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Anchoring a tree to the ceiling or wall can prevent a whole lot of holiday unhappiness.

In addition, an animal who drinks from 
the bowl at the base of a tree risks poison-
ing from preservatives added to tree water. 
Stagnant water can also contain harmful 
bacteria.

And don’t get us started on tinsel. The 
seduction of the glistening strands can en-
courage a cat to lick and swallow the PVC 

blockage. Ribbons can also damage the di-
gestive system.

So, in deference to pets — and toddlers 
— some people anchor their trees to the 
wall or ceiling. They skip the tinsel and opt 
for plastic and cloth ornaments, without 
hooks (which are also dangerous if an ani-
mal swallows them). Although safety is the 
primary consideration, you might want to 
display Grandma’s fancy-but-fragile orna-
ments on garland that’s hung out of reach 
of paws and little hands, saving irreplace-
able family heirlooms along with prevent-
ing tiny shards of glass from littering the 

Cover stands full of water with tree 
skirts and use battery-operated lights or 
keep wires out of reach. Vacuum up fall-
en needles — they can be sharp enough to 
hurt a cat or dog if they’re swallowed.

A remarkable number of dangers lurk 
among holiday decorations. “The milky 
sap in poinsettias is mildly toxic to cats and 
dogs, which can cause vomiting and diar-
rhea,” said Beth Brookhouser, vice presi-
dent of marketing and communications at 
SPCA Monterey County. “Also dangerous 

-
ductive and dangerous for the animal and 

or knocks over the candle.” 

are widely available, and they don’t leave 
drips on the tablecloth.

While kissing under the mistletoe is 
romantic, use the plastic imitation stuff. 
Like amaryllis, lilies and holly, mistletoe is 
toxic, says Contra Costa County’s animal 
services website.

Holiday foods
The festive season encourages everyone 

to indulge in the miracles of sugar-and-but-
ter alchemy. While people can be sickened 
by overindulgence, it can be deadly for 
dogs and cats.

Cooked, boneless, skinless, unseasoned 
turkey can be good for a cat or dog. Bones, 
however — cooked or not — can splinter 
and cause obstruction. Excessive fat, like 
that found in turkey skin or gravy, can lead 
to pancreatitis.

Then there are the foods that are toxic 
to pets yet so prevalent during the holiday 
season, among them onions, garlic, grapes, 
raisins, apple seeds, raw yeast (found in 

Dr. Heart Dominguez 

bread dough, for example), alcohol, foods 
with high salt or sugar content, and choco-
late, as well as candy containing xylitol, an 

“It is so important to keep human food 
for humans and pet food for pets,” said 
Stuart Allen, store manager at The Raw 
Connection in Carmel. “While we may 
think we’re showing affection by treating 
them, table scraps are not good for pets.”

on the coffee table, or the charcuterie plat-
ter is within reach, or children are carrying 
food and treats at the animal’s mouth lev-
el, we can’t blame the cat or dog — or the 
child, really — when one of them snatches 
the food,” said Allen. “Adults need to be 
vigilant, despite all the distractions of en-
tertaining.”

In addition to getting into potentially 

831-622-7100 • carmelfamilydental.com

PASSIONATE ABOUT HEALTH AND WELLNESS

Dr. Anne Simonsen is committed to providing outstanding, 
compassionate care to her patients. She is continuously keeping 
up-to-date with the latest dental technology, research, and 

a customized approach for her patients, focusing on stabilizing 
the oral microbiome, achieving ideal function and beautiful 
esthetics.

General Family Dentistry
–

Restorative Dentistry
–

Esthetic Dentistry
–

Cerec 
   (one-visit dentistry)

–
Kor Teeth Whitening

–
Invisalign

–
Full Mouth Restoration

–
Now Accepting 
New Patients

2555 Garden Road, Suite B, Monterey
www.poweroverparkinsons.org

A local wellness program supporting

individuals with Parkinson‘s disease. Classes

utilize movement-based practices to help

manage Parkinson's symptoms. The POP

Studio is a positive environment that

supports a sense of community.

For an introductory visit or more information:
poweroverparkinsonsmonterey@gmail.com

831.920.1806

Power Over Parkinson’s
is a 501(c)3 California
nonprofit public charity,
Tax ID 83-4429882
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LASERS from page 34A

ogy two decades ago. She also specializ-
es in cosmetic laser procedures like teeth 
whitening and gum contouring, which 
trims away excess tissue to remedy the 
“gummy” smile some are bothered by, as 
well as laser treatment for cavities.

Frahm said she considers anyone who 
is “healthy enough to receive routine den-
tal care” a potential candidate for laser 
dentistry, though a thorough intake ap-
pointment and medical history review are 

necessary to de-
termine what’s 
right for them. 
Sometimes, laser 
treatment is the 
more — or only 
— viable option. 
Patients taking 
blood thinners, 
for instance, will 

from less inva-
sive alternatives 
to scalpels and 
scaling.

The most common question she gets is 
the obvious, “How much is this going to 
hurt?”

Not much, according to Frahm. “La-
sers offer faster healing because there is 
less bleeding, reduced swelling, and less 
discomfort. I also tell them the risk of in-
fection is reduced because the laser decon-
taminates the treatment site,” she said.

Effective, gentle

healing potential is music to a dentist’s 
drill-deafened ears. More than 40 percent 
of U.S. adults have some form of periodon-
tal disease, Wetzel said, from its earliest in-
dicator — gingivitis, or mild gum swelling 
— to extremely advanced periodontitis, 
which brings on foul breath, bone dam-
age and tooth loss. That number jumps 

to 60 percent for 
adults over 65, 
according to the 
National Insti-
tutes of Health. 
Wetzel said some 
of those cases can 
be tied to poorly 
placed implants 
and aging den-
tal interventions, 
like crowns and 
bridges.

Most of his 
patients are older 
than 40, Wetzel said, but his treatment of 
teenagers and septuagenarians using the 
same kind of laser demonstrates that the 
most effective treatment for gum disease is 
also the gentlest.

Often painless
Across the board, Wetzel said his pa-

tients describe post-op as pretty manage-

to 48 hours after a deep cleaning from a 
dental hygienist. Laser treatment can cause 

foods and very gentle brushing are recom-
mended for a day or two.

To minimize discomfort, Wetzel said 
he typically splits his laser treatments into 
two 45-minute procedures, one half of the 
mouth per appointment. Including paper-
work, prep and time for the numbing agent 
to kick in, each appointment lasts less than 
two hours. 

Prior to treatment, protective eyewear 
is donned by everyone, including the pa-
tient, and a local anesthetic is injected. The 

followed by an intermission for gentle 
manual cleaning. Wetzel said he adjusts the 
laser’s intensity several times throughout 
treatment, depending on the type of tissue 
being treated. Occasionally, he will manu-

GUMS cont. page 39A

Dr. Matthew Wetzel

Dr. Sarah Frahm

When you look your best, you feel your best!
Vantage is proud to introduce oculofacial plastic 
surgeon, Dr. Mazi Bidar, MD who can help you 
restore your youthful, confident vibrance. He is a 
board-certified Oculofacial plastic surgeon with 
elite training and over 20,000 eyelid and facial 
procedures performed. As one of only 700 
specialists certified by the Oculofacial Society, he 
combines technical precision with artistic skill to 
deliver natural, refreshed results. Trust your eyes 
to a true expert.

Mazi Bidar, MD

BEFORE AFTER

����������

Ryan Ranch Location
2 Upper Ragsdale Dr #B130
Monterey, CA 93940

(831) 205-4972

Cass Street Location
966 Cass Street Suite 100
Monterey, CA 93940

(831) 205-7179

vantageeye.com

Request a Cosmetic Consultation!

BROW & EYELID LIFT |  FACIAL REJUVENATION | BOTOX® | DERMAL FILLERS | LASER SKIN RESURFACING

Age Gracefully,
Radiate Naturally
Do people often ask if you're tired—even when
you feel well-rested?

PREMIER SENIOR LIVING
In the Heart of Carmel
At The Cottages of Carmel, we provide
assisted living and memory care in a setting 
designed to feel like home. With personalized 
support from a highly trained team and the 
comfort of resort-style amenities, residents 
enjoy both security and peace of mind.

From gourmet meals to engaging
activities and social gatherings, every 

day offers opportunities to discover, 
connect, and thrive.

RC
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TOUR TODAY 831 .298.6452
26245 CARMEL RANCHO BLVD · CARMEL, CA 93923
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T H E  K I T C H E N

JUST IN time for the holiday season, 
here’s a healthy and festive soup from 
Sarah Boyle, host of the culinary webcast 
“Sundays with Sarah.” 

She enthusiastically described the dish 
as, “A favorite in our house! This delicious 
soup engages all of your senses. Appealing 
to the eyes, it is a rich and toasty brown 
color. It smells and tastes nutty, and sweet. 
This soup is naturally creamy in texture 
without the added fat.”

Sweet chestnuts are a longtime holiday 
tradition, owing to Nat King Cole’s rendi-
tion of “The Christmas Song.” Composed 
by Robert Wells and Mel Tormé in 1945, 
it ironically became popular just as chest-

the American trees. (Those shiny brown-

they’re subjected to a lengthy preparation 
process developed by Native Americans.)

-
nuts are low in fat and high in vitamin C, 
magnesium and potassium, and they’re a 

Nowadays, they’re grown mostly in 
China, South Korea, Europe and South 
America. Julia Child’s “Mastering the Art 

preparing them from their raw state, but 
-
-

cluding peeling the little rascals, already 
done. This is what Boyle recommends in 
her recipe.

she said. “The point is for you to love 

INGREDIENTS                      
(Serves 4-6)

1 tablespoon extra virgin olive oil, 
enough to sauté the vegetables

1 carrot, scrubbed and chopped
1 stalk celery, scrubbed and chopped
1/2 yellow onion, peeled and chopped
1 jar or package prepared chestnuts, 

SARAH BOYLE is an interior designer who 
launched her “Sundays with Sarah” webcast in part to 

they can be beautiful, but they have to function well for 

she prepares meals for herself, her husband, Shawn, and 
their two sons.

Just as important, though, Boyle wants to help people 

her mother, who appears in a “Sundays with Sarah” ep-
isode. Mom not only made meals from scratch, but canned her own foods. “We’d 

Mother and daughter watched Julia Child together, too. Her dad appeared in a 

She’s got plenty of tips, including, “Be mindful of what you use most and put in 
in reach of the area where you’re going to use it.” Sounds simple, but it’s not hard 

Chef Bio

Chestnut Soup
Courtesy Sarah Boyle, “Sundays with Sarah”

what you create, and enjoy yourself while 
you’re crafting it!”

have mirepoix — the combination of 
chopped carrots, onions and celery that 
are the basis for so many dishes — already 
prepared in plastic containers.

creamy, there’s no dairy at all.
Start with the smaller amount of veg-

then add more as you purée if you want a 
thinner consistency.

If you decide to puree your soup in a 
blender, it’s best to let it cool down a lit-
tle and hold the lid in place with a folded 

a slotted spoon to scoop all the chestnuts 

ladle in some of the broth, run the blender, 
and repeat until you get to the desired con-

blender, noting that Boyle said it doesn’t 

it again — and soon.

(831) 659-4288 | QUAILANDOLIVE.COM | 14 DEL FINO PLACE, CARMEL VALLEY

A TRUE CALIFORNIA OLIVE OIL EXPERIENCE

Great gift ideas 

Complimentary olive oil 
and vinegar tastings

Large selection of 
specialty food products

Kitchen accoutrements 

Skin care products

Olive wood products

Seasonal food & decor

Cooking classes & demos 

Follow us online 
for events, cooking 

demos & recipes

drained 
4-6 cups veggie broth of choice, de-

pending on desired thickness
Salt and pepper to taste
Fresh thyme, chives, sour cream, or 

croutons for garnish (optional)

INSTRUCTIONS:                      
Coat the bottom of a soup pot with olive 

oil and place over medium-high heat. Add 
the chopped carrot, onion, celery, a pinch 
of salt, and a grind of pepper. Sauté until 

-

utes.
Add the chestnuts and 4 cups of the 

broth. Bring to a boil, then lower the heat 
and simmer uncovered for 20 minutes, 
stirring occasionally. Turn off the heat. 
Use a blender to puree the soup. “You can 

a smoother consistency with my regular 
blender ,” said Boyle. 

Add more broth for a thinner soup. 
Taste and add salt and pepper as needed.

Serve garnished with fresh thyme, 
chives, sour cream, or croutons, if desired.
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Don’t just recuperate, rejuvenate surrounded by 
the breathtaking beauty of Carmel. Our skilled 

caring medical professionals - is the best place 

Fall; contact Angie at amachado@cvmanor.com 
or call 831-624-1281 to learn more.

License #270700110. COA #082.

Get extra care in 
surroundings that 
are extra special.

H E A L T H Y  L I F E S T Y L E S

dangerous foods, pets, like people, can 
overindulge, eating more food than their 
stomachs can accommodate. That means 
making sure children and guests under-
stand not to feed human foods and scraps 
during holiday parties and dinners, Domin-
guez said.

Brookhouser said that not only should 
you put away leftovers promptly, but gar-
bage should be bagged and taken out or 
placed in a covered bin. 

“Our pets are furry little dumpster div-
ers who don’t know when to stop, even 
if they’re full,” she said. “Goodness, gra-

cious, I don’t al-
ways, either. A 
tummy ache is no 
fun, but we can 
manage this for 
them.”

There is so 
much unusual 
activity going on 
during the holi-
day season, and 
it can be over-
whelming for a 
dog or cat. 

“This can 

cause behavioral 
responses that are 
not normal for the 
animal,” Allen 
said. “Our pets 
often go from be-
ing the center of 
attention to being 
sidelined as we 
lose focus with so 
much happening 
in the home. The 
animal can be-
come depressed 
or bored and act out — so can kids. It’s 
important to give them all loving attention, 
not anger or impatience.”

An eye on the kids
And when guests include little ones, 

remember that not all children have been 
taught how to approach pets safely, so keep 
an eye on those interactions. What seems 
like a game of tag to a 6-year-old can be 
frightening for, say, an aging cat.

And, as on Halloween, ask guests to 
make sure they close doors as they come 
and go, and maybe give your pet a quiet 
space where they can retreat if things get 
too crazy for them. Keep the holidays safe 
and happy for everyone.

Beth Brookhouser

Stuart Allen

PETS from page 36A

uneven bite can exacerbate gum problems. 

tissue, stimulate healthy tissue and sterilize 
the area. 

Wetzel added that laser treatment is ide-
al for patients whose teeth can’t hold up to 
manual scraping and scaling. “Lasers clean 
and disinfect around the teeth and at the 
same time stimulate the regrowth of bone 
and tissue, even around implants.”

Bone loss related to dental implants 
can be genetic, or the implant may not 

have been placed properly, or the site not 
properly prepared, he explained. There’s 
apparently a 15 to 20 percent likelihood 
of bone loss among implant patients, sig-

peri-implantitis. It’s treatable, of course, 
with a laser procedure, which won’t dis-
turb weakened enamel, or roots hanging 
on by a thread. For most people, however, 

preventing gum disease. 
Still, it’s good to know that if you do 

end up with periodontitis, the light at the 
end of the tunnel is quite an improvement 
over earlier treatments.

GUMS from page 37A

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM!

3 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

Peninsula Eye Care employs the most 
current technology for a comprehensive eye 

examination, and we carry a wide selection of 
fashionable frame styles. If you are looking 

for quality eye care with a personal touch, we 
would be delighted to have you as a patient. 

family’s eyecare needs!

As dedicated eye care professionals, we 
recognize the trust our patients place in us 
and it is our mission to meet and exceed 

those expectations. We invite you to come to 
our practice and receive the quality attention 

that you deserve.

Complete Vision Care 
for All Ages

700 Cass Street, Suite 101
Monterey, California 93940

831.641.7252 tel

48 West Romie Lane
Salinas, California 93901

831.424.0834 tel

271 Reservation Road, Suite 202
Marina, California 93933

831.384.6800 tel 

Accepting New Patients
Christian Flickner, O.D. | Jennell Bockenstedt, O.D. 

James Flickner, O.D. | Shadi Salsabilian, O.D  | Emmeline Jang, O.D
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ThisWeek Live Music, 
Clubs and Events

Food & Wine
Galleries and Art

C A R M E L  •  P E B B L E  B E A C H  •  C A R M E L  V A L L E Y  &  T H E  M O N T E R E Y  P E N I N S U L A

On a High Note
By CHRIS COUNTS

Mental health, substance use, and 
homelessness often intersect. That’s why 
Community Human Services delivers 
flexible care tailored to each person’s 
unique journey.

at the intersection
of crisis and care.

Crisis doesn’t wait. 
Donate now to support 
those navigating life’s 
toughest crossroads.

certo. Weiss has earned a slew of honors, 
including, most recently, a 2019 Andrew Wolf 
Chamber Music Award.

“This is his third time performing with 
us,” executive director Nicola Reilly told The 
Pine Cone. “He’s like the Energizer Bunny — 
he brings so much positivity, joy and life into 
everything he does.”

The program also includes 19th-century 
Austrian composer Anton Bruckner’s Sym-
phony No. 9 and contemporary composer Jon-
athan Bailey Holland’s Dream Elegy.

Close to the heart
Ogren said Bruckner’s symphony is “incred-

ibly close to my heart.” 
“Even though it was left incom-

plete at his death, it’s hard to imag-
-

well than the Adagio’s
he said. “It’s a soulful, powerful and 
ultimately uplifting work which will receive its 

Holland’s piece represents a “somber 
response” by the composer to the events leading 
up to start of the Black Lives Matter movement.

Christopher Anderson-Bazzoli offers a 

-
-

cipal clarinetist, Sarah Bonomo, will play in 

free pre-concert talk at 2 p.m.
General admission tickets start at $50, with 

$12 tickets available for students, teachers and 

montereysymphony.org.

M
world class pianist and the performance of one of music 
director Jayce Ogren

Pianist Orion Weiss will join the symphony when it 
plays Norwegian composer Edvard Grieg’s Piano Con-

 Back together again
A one-time local who works as both a cowboy and a 

professional musician, singer and guitarist Mike Beck

and Americana, will be joined by his longtime band, The 
Bohemian Saints, which includes guitarist Tom Ayres, 
bassist Dennis Murphy and drummer Joe Wedlake. Beck 
has released seven albums.

Brianna Mai 
Colliard & the Desert Marigolds, open the show.

Beck and his band also play Nov. 28, 10 p.m., at Fern-
-

See MUSIC page 45A
Singer and banjoist Banjer Dan takes the stage Saturday, 6 p.m., at Trailside 
Café in Carmel Valley.

Award-winning pianist Orion Weiss joins the Monterey Symphony Saturday 
and Sunday when it performs composer Edvard Grieg’s Piano Concerto.
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F O O D  &  W I N E

www.sunsetcenter.org
San Carlos St at Ninth Ave • Carmel-by-the-Sea, CA
831.620.2048

C R E S C E N T  B AY  E N T E R TA I N M E N T  P R E S E N T S

Sunday, March 8, 2026 
at 7pm

ON SALE: FRIDAY, NOV. 21, 2025

THANKSGIVING
AT THE RANCH

A FEAST OF GRATITUDE, 
FLAVOR, AND FAMILY

LEARN & 
RESERVE

VIEW 
MENU

Join us for a seasonal celebration featuring holiday 
favorites, local ingredients, and Ranch-style warmth.

One Old Ranch Road,  
Carmel, CA 93923 
TEL 831.275.1532 

WEB carmelvalleyranch.com

A FEAST OF GRATITUDE, 
FLAVOR, AND FAMILYLL

LEARN & 
RESERVE

VIEW
MENU

Join us for a seasonal celebration featuring holiday 
favorites, local ingredients, and Ranch-style warmth.

One Old Ranch Road,  
Carmel, CA 93923 
TEL 831.275.1532 

WEB carmelvalleyranch.com

prices.
To all of our readers, thanks for being part 

of The Pine Cone community, and have a 
wonderful holiday.

 Spirit of gratitude
Chris and Sabu J.R. Shake, restaurateurs 

at Old Fisherman’s Grotto, The Fish Hop-
per Monterey and The Fish Hopper Kona in 
Hawaii, are teaming up with the Salvation 
Army of the Monterey Peninsula again this 
year to raise money to buy Thanksgiving 
necessities for families in need. 

-
cial decisions during the holidays. By donat-
ing a turkey or ham, community members can 
ensure that their neighbors have the opportu-
nity to gather around the table and share in the 
joy of Thanksgiving,” they said. 

Last year, they raised $46,810, supplying 
more than 2,300 turkeys and hams and feed-
ing more than 9,000 people. This year, they 
hope to hit the 2,500 mark. 

A $20 donation purchases a 16-to-18-
pound turkey or ham. To contribute, call (831) 

Dec. 1. Checks and credit cards are accepted. Food will be 
distributed via the Salvation Army’s Sabu Shake Sr. Good 
Samaritan Center, named for the family patriarch.

 Allegro honors age
Jeano Abraham announced last week he’s honoring 

Boomers and beyond by offering discounts at his Allegro 
Pizzeria in the Barnyard shopping center at the mouth of 
the valley.

“I know this won’t apply to many of you in Carmel, but 
if you know any old people, let them know that tomorrow 
we are starting a discount for them,” Abraham said when 
he announced his discount program Saturday.

Those who qualify for the “Boomer discount” will get 

85 to 99 years old, will get 40 percent off and centenarians 
eat for free.

TO EVERYONE who has opened those old-school 
cookbooks to the gravy-splattered pages with treasured 
Thanksgiving recipes, we salute you. To the planners 
whose calendars contain all the information for a fami-
ly-sized reservation Thursday, we say, “Well done.” And 
as for you procrastinators — keep reading and get to it, 
would you?

Along with more suggestions for your holiday meal, 
we’ve got a way for you to help others celebrate, too. Also, 
since the day before Thanksgiving is one of the busiest 
of the year for pizza sales, you might want to know that 
a local pizzeria wants to give Baby Boomers a break on 

In addition to offering 20 pizzas of all persuasions, 
Allegro serves antipasti like fried artichoke hearts and 
bruschetta, minestrone, a variety of salads, creatively 
assembled panini, burgers, pasta dishes and sweets. The 
restaurant is open from 11:30 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. daily.

Find more information at allegrogourmetpizzeriamenu.
com or by calling (831) 626-5454. The Barnyard is located 
off of Carmel Rancho Boulevard near Highway 1.

 The last turkey roundup

not looking hard enough. The shopping center is home to 
pet-friendly SURCarmel, which plans a three-course din-
ner from 11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. Start with soup or salad, 
followed by a choice of slow-roasted turkey with all your 
favorite sides, or a prime rib dinner. Dessert is pumpkin 

See FOOD next page

Soup to Nuts

Sabu J.R. Shake and Chris Shake, restaurateurs with Old Fisherman’s Grotto and 
Fish Hopper Monterey, are seeking donations and teaming up with the Salvation 
Army to provide turkeys and hams for families who can’t afford them this holiday 
season. 

Roast turkey, ham and so much more are symbols of the abundance 
we share, and a group of local restaurateurs is working to make 
sure families in need are part of the celebration.
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831-624-3821        Ample Free Parking        831-624-1805
6th & Junipero, Carmel • Open Daily 6:30am - 8pm • Local Home & Hotel Delivery

PRIME & USDA CHOICE MEATS
GOURMET DELI

FARM FRESH PRODUCE

Happy Thanksgiving
The Sanchez Family & Staff 

thanks you for your patronage.

PLAN YOUR 
HOLIDAY DINNER 

with The Best Corner in Carmel

Taking Orders Now

Fresh All Natural Turkey, 

Organic Heirloom Turkey, 

Brined & Seasoned 

Turkey Breast Roast

Ready for your oven

Turkey Dinner Entrees To-Go 

with all the fixings — $19.99$19.99

Gizdich Pies • Otto’s Bread
Paris Bakery Pasteries

Marianne’s & Revival Ice Cream
French Poodle Salad Dressing

and more!

OPEN THANKSGIVING DAY 

7AM-2PM

(831) 649-7830  |  JACKSATPORTOLA.COM

at jacks monterey  |  three courses
thursday, november 27, 2025
3pm to 9pm

STARTER
(Select one)

DESSERT
(Select one)ENTRÉE

(Select one)

Red & Golden Beet Salad 
Served with feta, marcona 
almonds, cider vinaigrette

Lobster Bisque
Cup of soup

12oz Prime Rib of Beef (+$10)
Served with aus jus & horseradish 
cream brussel sprouts & whipped 
potatoes

Deistel Turkey

cranberry sauce, brussel sprouts 
& whipped potatoes

Fresh Caught Halibut

brussel sprouts & whipped 
potatoes

Garden Power Bowl (V)
Brown rice, black beans, zucchini, 
onions, bell peppers, pico de 
gallo, spinach, shredded carrots 
& avocado 

Pecan Pie
Slice of pecan pie topped with 
whipped cream

Pumpkin Cheesecake
Slice of pumpkin cheesecake 
seasoned with cinnamon, ginger 
& nutmeg, topped with whipped 
cream

Passion Fruit Crème Brulee

RESERVATIONS
$65 per person, price excludes 
tax and 20% gratuity. 
Reservation recommended, 
call (831) 649-7870 or email 
jacks@portolahotel.com.

thanksgiving

F O O D  &  W I N E

RESERVE TODAY:
at OpenTable or Call 831. 372. 8543
FishHopper.com | 700 Cannery Row

OPEN
10:30AM  8PM

REGULAR MENU 
AVAILABLE

Fresh Herb Seasoned Roasted Tom Turkey
Roasted Garlic Mashed Potatoes

Classic Herb Stuffing
Sautéed Winter Vegetables
Caramelized Sweet Yams

House Made Giblet Gravy
Homemade Cranberry Orange Sauce

Pumpkin Cheesecake
Adult $45  |  Kids $25 

Voted Best Restaurant on Cannery Row 2025

Proprietors Sabu JR Shake and Chris Shake

Thanksgiving
Feast

fish hopper

pie or cheesecake. Dinner is priced at $65 
for turkey and $80 for prime rib, and the 
kids’ menu will also be available. Make 
reservations at Open Table or Yelp, or for 
parties of seven or more, email reserva-
tions@suratthebarnyard.com.

The Fish Hopper at 700 Cannery Row 
is serving Thanksgiving dinner from 10:30 
a.m. to 8 p.m. The main event is pure land-
lubber tradition, with herb-seasoned roast 
turkey, garlic mashed potatoes, herb stuff-
ing, winter veg, caramelized yams, giblet 
gravy, cranberry orange sauce, and pump-
kin cheesecake for $45 adults, $25 kids 12 
and under. 

However, there’s also a special holi-
day menu featuring a collection of themed 
cocktails, including pumpkin martinis and 
rosemary spritzes. 

Festive appetizers range from oysters 
Rockefeller to crab-stuffed mushrooms, 
and you can forgo turkey for Cajun Mon-

FOOD
From previous page

terey Bay snapper and broiled prawns over 

prawn salad. 
And how about lobster risotto, black-

ened ribeye with prawns, macada-
mia-crusted halibut or seared fresh salmon?

spread. Reservations can be made on Open 
Table, or call (831) 372-8543.

Just up the street …
The venerable Sardine Factory at 701 

Wave St. in Monterey will be open from 
noon to 8 p.m. A special four-course din-
ner in those elegant surroundings starts 
with butternut squash bisque, then a har-
vest salad with cranberries, whipped goat 
cheese, candied pecans and pomegranate 
vinaigrette. 

Next up is turkey with sage-and-sausage 
dressing, gravy, vegetables and cranberry 
orange relish. Finish strong with cherries 

cake served with fresh raspberries.
Pricing is a pleasant surprise at a wal-

See CELEBRATE next page

Oystertown in Mon-
terey is offering oyster 
kits for people who 
don’t mind popping 
the fresh shellfish 
open themselves 
before the turkey 
feast, along with sides 
of oyster stuffing, as 
well as a vegetable 
side dish combining 
heirloom butter beans 
and Swiss chard.
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~ MONDAYSTHURSDAYS ~
FOR MONTEREY COUNTY LOCALS & MILITARY

OPEN DAILY AT 10:30AM
Reservations:
FishHopper.com or
831 3728543
700 Cannery RowProprietors Chris Shake and Sabu JR Shake

Must present Monterey County or Military ID.
Parties of 8 or less. Not valid holidays or during holiday periods.

~ FISH & CHIPS $20
~ LINGUINI & CLAMS $20
~ BUTTERNUT SQUASH 

RAVIOLI $20
~  PRAWNS SCAMPI 

MONTEREY $22
~ PARMESAN CRUSTED 

CHICKEN $23

~ SKIRT STEAK $23

~ BROILED SALMON $23

~ GRILLED SANDDABS $23

~  ASIAN STYLE 
BABY BACK RIBS $23

~  MONTEREY BAY 
CIOPPINO $25

3 COURSE MEALS STARTING AT $20
CHOICE OF ENTRÉE, CLAM CHOWDER OR SALAD & CHEF’S DESSERT

ASIAN BABY BACK RIBS

~Voted Best LOCALS MENU

F O O D  &  W I N E

let-friendly $69 per person, $66 for seniors 
(62 and older), $39 for kids 5-12 and com-
plimentary for children younger than 5. 
Limited a la carte and kids’ menus will 
also be available. Visit sardinefactory.com 
to learn more, or call (831) 373-3775 to 
reserve.

Featuring “abundant California produce 

menu featuring a choice of roasted-toma-
to-and-fennel soup and seared sea scallops, 
followed by roast turkey with chestnut 

risotto, or king salmon, accompanied by 
sweet potato purée or cider-glazed Brus-
sels sprouts. For dessert, choose between 
pumpkin cheesecake and warm bread pud-
ding topped with caramel sauce, ice cream 
and glazed pear.

Additionally, the hotel’s lobby lounge 
will offer a seasonal turkey plate for those 
seeking “a more relaxed dining experi-

CELEBRATE
From previous page

of wine from the lobby’s wine wall.

tip per adult and $35 for children 12 and 

be made at opentable.com. Seatings are 

of six or more, contact ehrusa@monterey-
beach.com.

More on the water
The Portola Hotel at the foot of Alvarado 

Street in Monterey is adjacent to the rec 
trail, right next to the Custom House Plaza 
and Old Fisherman’s Wharf — perfect for 
an after-dinner stroll. Reportedly, Ice Skat-
ing by the Bay will be up and running, too.

you’re adding to your step count by walk-
ing back and forth — or whatever else you 
want to tell yourself.

From 1 to 8 p.m., the De Anza Ballroom 
will be the site of feasting on — for start-
ers — cheeses and cured meats, veggies 
and dips, salads, and peel-and-eat shrimp. 
Plenty of turkey will be carved and all the 

with balsamic glaze and toasted almonds.

See DINE next page

The Sardine Factory’s 
four-course prix fixe 
menu offers a tradi-
tional turkey dinner 
served in elegant 
surroundings, starting 
with soup and salad 
and finishing with pie 
— or try the cherries 
jubilee or flourless 
chocolate cake.
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at

presents

RESERVATIONS AT OPENTABLE.COM

SATURDAY, DEC. 6, 7PM - 10PM
Enjoy a fun night with music and dinner. DJ Andy Uyeda will be spinning 

classic Disco and Motown tunes. Dine with us before, during or after, 
the full Shearwater dinner menu will be available.

Shearwater

#Tapas!
A Happy Hour     Beyond Compare.

D E L I G H T F U L L Y  A L F R E S C O

T R Y  O U R N E W

Tapas Happy Hour &  
Mid-Week Specials
4:30 - 6:00pm daily

Adjacent to the Casa Munras Garden Hotel & Spa | 700 Munras Avenue, Monterey
Reservations Recommended | 831-375-0176 | estebanrestaurant.com

SCAN CODE

Free admission • $2 activity tickets • Kids’ Store
Silent Auction • Treats • Food Truck • Games

Story Time • Sing-along with Mary Lee Sunseri
Meet the Snow Queen and Santa!

1025 Lighthouse Ave., Pacific Grove
(PG Adult Education Main Hall)

Pacific Grove Unified School Distric neither endorse nor sponsors 
the organization or activity represented in this document.

Friends of Pacif ic Grove Co-Op Preschool

If you’d rather, there’s Harris Ranch 

catch with herbes de Provence. And of 

pecan and pumpkin pies, a French butter 
pear crisp and more.

for the event.

dine for free. Tax and 20 percent gratuity 

Required reservations can be made 

If you’re seeking something to — as 

DINE
From previous page

cooked dinner, check out Oystertown’s 

Oyster kits for you to shuck at home are 

Oystertown for storage suggestions, too.

— Iacopa Farms butter beans with Swiss 

between 3 and 6 p.m.

Elaine Hesser and Mary Schley con-
tributed to this week’s column.
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Voted Best 
Restaurant on 

Cannery Row 2025

FishHopper.com
831 372-8543
700 Cannery Row

THERE’S STILL TIME
ALWAYS FRESH !!

ORDER YOUR TURKEY TODAY!
LOWEST PRICE IN TOWN

Fresh All Natural Turkey,

Organic Heirloom Turkey,

Brined & Seasoned 

Turkey Breast Roast 

Ready for your oven 

831-624-3821
6th & Junipero, Carmel

Turkey 
Entrees 

To-Go 
$19.99

ican Legion Hall, which is on Dolores between Eight and 
Ninth.

The club is located at 85 E. Garzas Road Carmel Val-
ley. Tickets are $45. Visit trailandsaddle.club.

Live music Nov. 21-27

 Big Sur  
Big Sur River Inn — singer and guitarist Rick Chelew

(folk, Saturday at 12:30 p.m.). 46800 Highway 1.

MUSIC
From page 40A

Fernwood Resort — Michael Michael Motorcycle 
(yes, that’s two Michaels — indie rock and Americana, 
Saturday at 10 p.m.). 47200 Highway 1.

 Carmel  
Barmel — singer and guitarist Tony Burciaga (Sunday 

at 6 p.m.), singer and guitarist Kyle Kovalik (Wednesday 
at 4 p.m.). Carmel Square on San Carlos north of Seventh. 

Carmel Mission Inn — singer and guitarist Brett 
Freshour (Tuesday at 5 p.m.). In the Shearwater Tavern, 
3665 Rio Road.

Hyatt Carmel Highlands — singer and pianist T.J. 
Kuenster (jazz, Friday at 5 p.m.), singer Dino Vera (jazz, 
r&b and dance music, Saturday and Thursday at 6 p.m.). 
120 Highlands Drive. 

Cypress Inn — singer Dino Vera (jazz, r&b and dance 
music, Friday at 6:30 p.m.), pianist Gennady Loktionov
and singer Debbie Davis (cabaret, Saturday at 6:30 p.m.), 
The Andrea Carter Trio (jazz and pop, Sunday at 11 
a.m.), The David Morwood Jazz Band (Thursday at 6 
p.m.). Lincoln and Seventh.

Links Club — The New Wave Band (rock, Friday 
at 7 p.m.), The Vinylducers (rock, Saturday at 7 p.m.). 
Carmel Plaza, Mission and Ocean.

Mission Ranch — singer and pianist Maddaline 

Edstrom (jazz, Friday through Sunday at 5 p.m.), pianist 
Gennady Loktionov (jazz, Monday through Thursday at 
5 p.m.). 26270 Dolores St.

 Carmel Valley  
Bernardus Lodge — pianist Martan Mann (jazz, Fri-

day at 6 p.m.), Andrea’s Fault (jazz and pop, Saturday at 
noon), singer and pianist T.J. Kuenster (jazz, Saturday at 
6 p.m.), guitarist John Sherry (rock and blues, Sunday at 
noon). 415 Carmel Valley Road.

Edgar’s Restaurant — singer and guitarist Scott 
Slaughter (Friday at 5:30 p.m.). At Quail Lodge, 8205 
Valley Greens Drive.

Scratch Wines tasing room — singer Akina Miyata
and guitarist Jesse DeCarlo (jazz, Saturday at 5 p.m.). 1 
E. Carmel Valley Road.

Trailside Cafe — singer and banjoist Banjer Dan 

See LIVE next page

A cowboy and a musician, singer and guitarist Mike Beck plays 
three local shows over the next two weeks.
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Our Chef has created a special menu for the evening. 
Including traditional Turkey Dinner, Prime NY Strip, 

Seared Seabass, Butternut Squash Ravioli and more. 

at

Thursday, Nov 27 | Noon - 8pm

JOIN US FOR 

Thanksgiving

1-800-GAMBLER • GEGR-000379, GEGR-000359, GEGR-000383 GEGR-000376 GEGR-000375

THE MARINA CLUB CASINO ENSURES THE SAFETY AND SECURITY OF ALL GUESTS AND TEAM MEMBERS AT ALL TIMES, WHILE PROVIDING EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE.

WHERE MONTEREY COMES TO PLAY

204 CARMEL AVENUE • MARINA, CA • 831-384-0925 
www.CASINOMONTEREY.com

• 1,500 SQ. FT. OF GAMING

• 3 CARD POKER   

• BLACKJACK

• TEXAS HOLD’EM

• PAI GOW

• FULL BAR

Just minutes from
Downtown Monterey

Why travel when you can

play in your own backyard.

REINDOLLAR

HILLCREST

CARMEL

PALM

D
EL

 M
O

N
TE

 B
LV

D

MARINA

DAILY 12 NOON TO 10PM

EXPERIENCE THE ORIGINAL
Watch as your personal chef slices tender 
steak and juicy chicken. Take in the aroma 

of sizzling shrimp, lobster and savory 
vegetables. Or try our fresh nigiri, sashimi 
and specialty rolls, all prepared with the 

in Japanese cuisine.

136 Olivier St., Monterey
Near Old Fisherman’s Wharf  

(831) 644-9007  WWW.BENIHANA.COM

THE MONTEREY PENINSULA HAS SOME OF 
the world’s best restaurants!

Keep them up-to-date about your newest menu 
additions, finest wines, and special events. 

Contact Jessica: (831) 274-8590 | jessica@carmelpinecone.com

And Pine Cone readers are the people who appreciate them! 

(Americana, Saturday at 6 p.m.). 3 Del 
Fino Place.

 Monterey
Albatross Ridge Winery — singer 

and guitarist Maya Rayburn (Friday at 
6 p.m.), singer and guitarist Ryan Sesma
(Saturday at 6 p.m.). 316 Alvarado St. 

Bon Ton LeRoy’s Smokehouse — 
Open Mic (Thursday at 7 p.m.). 794 
Lighthouse Ave. 

Bulldog Sports Pub — Tribe in the 
Sky presents a weekly jam (Tuesday at 
6:30 p.m.). 611 Lighthouse Ave.

Estéban Restaurant — guitarist Cath-
erine Broz (Spanish and classical, Thurs-
day at 5 p.m.). Casa Munras Hotel, 700 
Munras Ave.

InterContinental Hotel — guitarist 
John Sherry (rock and blues, Friday and 
Saturday at 7 p.m.), guitarist Terrence 
Farrell (Spanish, classical and jazz, Sun-
day at 9 a.m.). 750 Cannery Row.

LIVE
From previous page

Midici Pizza — singer Lee 
Durley and pianist Bill Spen-
cer (jazz, Sunday at 5 p.m.). 467 
Alvarado St.

Monterey Plaza Hotel — pia-
nist Gary Meek (jazz, Friday at 
6 p.m.), singer and pianist Scott 
Brown (jazz and pop, Satur-
day at 6 p.m.), pianist Martan 
Mann (jazz, Sunday at 6 p.m.), 
guitarist Richard Devinck (clas-
sical, Monday at 6 p.m.), singer 
and multi-instrumentalist Tamus 
Marius (jazz, Tuesday at 6 p.m.), 
singer and multi-instrumentalist 
Meredith McHenry (“famil-
iar favorites and under-the-radar 
gems,” Wednesday at 6 p.m.), 
guitarist John Sherry (rock and 
blues, Thursday at 6 p.m.). 400 
Cannery Row.

Pearl Hour — The Zach Westfall 
Quartet (jazz, Sunday at 8 p.m.), The Ben 
Herod Trio (jazz, Wednesday at 8 p.m.). 
214 Lighthouse Ave.

Puma Road at Portola Plaza — singer 
and guitarist Kito Rayburn (Friday at 6 
p.m.), guitarist Glenn Bell (jazz, Sunday 
at 5 p.m.). 281 Alvarado St.

Salty Seal Pub — Cannery Joe (coun-
try and folk, Friday at 7 p.m.), Blind Pass
(rock and reggae, Saturday at 7 p.m.), 653 
Cannery Row.

Sardine Factory — singer and guitarist 
David Conley (Tuesday through Thursday 
at 6:30 p.m., and Friday and Saturday at 8 
p.m.). 701 Wave St.

Sly McFly’s — Mad About You (’80s 
and ’90s hits, Saturday at 9 p.m.), The Rod 
Wilson Band (classic rock, Monday at 
8:30 p.m.), Sean & the Skinwalkers (rock 
and blues, Tuesday at 8:30 p.m.), Johnny 
Tsunami (rock, Wednesday at 8:30 p.m.), 
Bazooka Jones (dance music, Thursday at 
8:30 p.m.). 700 Cannery Row.

Asilomar Conference Center — 
singer and multi-instrumentalist Meredith 

McHenry (“familiar favorites and under-
the-radar gems,” Thursday at 6 p.m.). 800 
Asilomar Ave. 

Il Vecchio Restaurant — The Cena 
Jazz Trio (Thursday at 6 p.m.). 110 Cen-
tral Ave.

Julia’s Vegetarian Restaurant — 
singer and guitarist Rags Rosenberg (Fri-
day at 7 p.m.), singer and guitarist Kevin 
Smith (Saturday at 6 p.m.), Andrea’s 
Fault Duo (“folky stuff mixed with sur-
prises,” Monday at 6 p.m.), singer and 
guitarist Holysea (Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.), 
singer and guitarist Rick Chelew (Thurs-
day at 6 p.m.). 1180 Forest Ave.

 — singer 
and guitarist Laura Dare and guitarist 
Josh Gordis (Saturday at 7 p.m.). 568 
Lighthouse Ave.

Continues next page

An acoustic duo that 
plays pop and jazz, 
Andrea’s Fault has 
shows this week in 
Carmel Valley and 
Pacific Grove.
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I’m a shy, sweet boy and I’m 
ready to find my new fami-
ly. Meet me at the SPCA!

Lynx
2 years old

My dream is to have a 
wonderful new family. 

Is it yours? I am waiting 
for you at the SPCA!

Zenatta
1 year old

www.SPCAmc.org

Call us at (831) 373-2631 for more information 
about adopting Lynx & Zenatta.

Sponsored by Friends of All Cats

SPCA for Monterey County Veterinary clinic 
is taking appointments for spay/neuter!  

Go to www.spcamc.org to make an appointment online.

CALENDAR

To advertise, email anne@carmelpinecone.com $0.50 per word ($25 min. charge)
• Add a photo for your event for only $25 •

Nov. 21 — A “Meet The Artists” event from 6 to 9 
p.m. at The Breakwater Collective, a new gallery 
located at 201 Cannery Row, Suite 1, Monterey. Our 
opening show celebrates the best underwater photos 
taken in the Monterey Bay and submitted for this juried 
exhibition. Come enjoy complimentary tapas, beverages 
and engaging conversation. For more information, please 
reach out to info@breakwatercollective.com.

Nov. 21 — Please join us for 
the reception of “Johanna 
Keefe: Paradiso Perduto” 
5 to 7 p.m. in the Marjorie 
Evan’s Gallery at Sunset 
Cultural Center, San Carlos 
at Ninth, Carmel-by-the-
Sea. The exhibition is free 
and available to the public 
through Jan. 4. 

Nov. 22 — Order deadline for Baum & Blume’s “Good 
to Gather” take-home Thanksgiving! Shouldn’t your 
Thanksgiving meal be prepared with love and care? Well, 
that’s what B&B’s chefs will do for YOU! But don’t delay 
~ order soon! View menu @ www.baumandblume.com. 
Baum & Blume Catering, 4 El Caminito, Carmel Valley. 
(831) 659-0400. 

Nov. 22 — City of Carmel-by-the-Sea Craftapolooza! 
Unique crafts, baked goods, vintage Christmas decor and 
more featured 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at four Carmel locations: 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church, Dolores and Ninth; Carmel 
Woman’s Club, San Carlos and Ninth; Church of the 
Wayfarer, Lincoln and Seventh; and the 54th Homecrafters 
Marketplace in the Sunset Center North Lot, San Carlos 
and Eighth.

Nov. 22 — Third Annual Ten-Minute Play Celebration, 
Playfest ’25, presented 7 to 9 p.m. at the Carl Cherry 
Center in Carmel. Six brand new plays will be performed. 
Buy tickets at www.soapboxstageworks.org

Sundays — Live music 5 to 7 p.m. at Woody’s at Del 
Mesa. Musical guests Brice and Nina deliver an eclectic 
mix of jazz, rock and reggae, 500 Del Mesa Carmel. (831) 
624-1854

Nov. 25 — Monica Graham Fine Art is the setting for “Out 
. Ledbetter is 

known for his evocative creations that capture the essence 
of the American West. His works often include intricate 
details, mixed media, vibrant colors, drawing inspiration 
from nature, animals and the culture of the region. 
Reception hours are 5 to 7 p.m., Sixth Avenue between 
San Carlos and Dolores, Carmel-by-the-Sea.

Thursdays – Live jazz with The David Morwood Jazz 
Band, 6 to 9 p.m., at Terry’s Restaurant + Lounge, inside 
Cypress Inn, Lincoln and Seventh, Carmel-by-the-Sea. For 
more information, please contact Cypress Inn, (831) 624-
3871.

Nov. 26 — Invited over for Thanksgiving? Take your 
hosts a thoughtful gift! From handmade frozen appetizers, 
artisan chutneys, wines and French caramels to linen 
cocktail napkins, candles and fun kitchen towels, we have 
you covered! Baum & Blume and The Carriage House, 4 El 
Caminito, Carmel Valley. (831) 659-0400. Shop noon to 
7 p.m. 

Nov. 28-30 — Big Sur Grange Harvest Fair — local artists 
coming together in a community fair fundraiser for 
the Big Sur Grange. Hours are 2 to 5 p.m. Friday, 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, 
at the Big Sur Grange, 26 miles south of Rio Road, one 
mile north of River Inn and south of Pfeiffer state park. 
For more information follow us: IG@bigsurcraftfair, FB@
bigsurgrangeharvestcraftfair, bigsurgrangeharvestfair@
gmail.com, https://bigsurgrange.org 

Dec. 5-21 — Don’t miss the fun free 9th Annual 
Christmas on Fisherman’s  Wharf for three 
weekends, (Dec. 5-21) through the end of the year. 
Enjoy dazzling NEW decorations and a 23 -foot Christmas 
tree, free Santa visits at his Santa House, talented choirs, 
singers and other live musicians, dancers, a Salvation 
Army Toy Barrel plus a hot cocoa and cookies fundraiser for 
Salvation Army, and much more! Additional information 
and the entertainment schedule are on montereywharf.
com. 

Dec. 24 — A beloved Carmel tradition, Christmas Eve 
at Terry’s features regular dinner service with festive 
touches, served from 5 to 8:30 p.m. Debbie Davis sets 
the mood with classic holiday music in the Living Room 
from 6 to 8 p.m. For more information, please contact 
Cypress Inn, (831) 624-3871.

Pop & Hiss — Dan Cioper & the Jokers (Americana, 
Saturday at 7 p.m.), Hotbox Harry (“Big Sur country,” 
Wednesday at 7 p.m.). 215 Forest Ave.

Wild Fish — The Lighthouse Jazz Quartet (Friday 
and Saturday at 6:30 p.m.). 545 Lighthouse Ave.

 Pebble Beach
The Inn at Spanish Bay — The Andy Weis Trio

(jazz, Friday, Saturday and Thursday at 7 p.m.). 2700 17 
Mile Drive.

The Lodge at Pebble Beach — singer and guitarist 
Kip Allert (Friday at 5 p.m. in the Terrace Lounge), singer 
and guitarist Scott Slaughter (Saturday at 5 p.m. in the 
Terrace Lounge), singer and pianist T.J. Kuenster (pop 
and jazz, Thursday at noon, in The Stillwater Bar & Grill), 

Kenny Stahl (jazz, Thursday at 3 p.m. in The Still-
water Bar & Grill), guitarist Gil Cadilli (jazz, Thursday at 
noon in the Card Room/Library), guitarist Javier Sanchez
(Latin American music, Thursday at 3 p.m. in the Card 
Room/Library). 1700 17 Mile Drive.

 Sand City
The Sand Box — singer Tammy Hall pays tribute to 

the late vocalist Shirley Horn (Friday at 7 p.m.). Tickets 
are $40 for general admission and $25 for students and 
active military. 440 Ortiz Ave.

To update these listings, email chris@carmelpine-
cone.com.

From previous page

Singer and guitarist Kip Allert plays Friday, 5 p.m., in the Terrace 
Lounge at the Lodge at Pebble Beach.

The Pine Cone has been a member of the 
Carmel Chamber of Commerce for more than 100 years.
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www.carmelmission.org

Journey to the heart of Carmel ...
where it all began

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
 5:30 p.m. 5:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY MASSES SUNDAY MASSES
 9 a.m.  9 a.m. andand 11 a.m.  11 a.m. 
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St. John’s Chapel Del Monte

1490 Mark Thomas Drive, Monterey, CA 93940
831-375-4463 • stjohnschapel.com

The Rev. Dr. Richard Miles          1928 Book of Common Prayer
HOLY COMMUNION AT 10 A.M. SUNDAYS

Established 1891
All Saints’ Episcopal Church
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Sunday Worship
10 a.m.

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

Lincoln Street and 7th Avenue • Carmel-by-the-Sea
churchofthewayfarer.com • 831-624-3550

ALL are WELCOME 

Church of the Wayfarer
United Methodist

WRESTLING WITH
TEMPTATION AND EVIL 

Sermon title:
WORSHIP 11 A.M. SUNDAYS

4590 Carmel Valley Road, Carmel CA 93923
(831) 624-8595/ccmp.org

Community Church of the Monterey Peninsula
Independent & United Church of Christ

Pastor Paul Wrightman

Email
Anne@carmelpinecone.com

to be included in this directory

3152 Forest Lake Road, Pebble Beach

churchintheforest.org

Special Music 9:45 am
Worship Service 10:00 am
Complimentary Pebble Beach Gate Entrance

on the
Stevenson School Campus

Church
in the

Forest

Preaching this Sunday
Rev. Dr. Mike Harbert

“Christ our King”

Worship
CARMEL ~ CARMEL VALLEY ~ MONTEREY 

PACIFIC GROVE ~ PEBBLE BEACH ~ SEASIDE

Offer your services to the affluent readers 
of The Pine Cone!

 CABINETRY
 INTERIOR DESIGN
 HOUSE CLEANING

 GARDEN•LANDSCAPE
 PAINTING

 CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL
 ROOFING

 TREE SERVICE
 CAREGIVER/HOME CARE

 HOUSE & PET SITTING

Get your business noticed in
The Carmel Pine Cone

Service Directory

Email your ad to: service@carmelpinecone.com

“That kind of started it all,” said Michisaki, whose 
-

ARTIST
From page 27A

orated with highly detailed charcoal portraits of Delta 

-

-

-

-

-
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PUBLICATION DATE: 
November 28

CALL OR EMAIL TO RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY!

MEENA (831) 274-8655

meena@carmelpinecone.com

JESSICA (831) 274-8590

jessica@carmelpinecone.com

THE CARMEL PINE CONE’S 2025THE CARMEL PINE CONE’S 2025

HOLIDAYHOLIDAY
GUIDEGUIDE

PLAYFEST '25PLAYFEST '25
Third Annual Ten-Minute Play Celebration!Third Annual Ten-Minute Play Celebration!
This SaturdayThis Saturday, , November 22 | 7pm-9pmNovember 22 | 7pm-9pm

at the Carl Cherry Center in Carmelat the Carl Cherry Center in Carmel

We have Six Brand New Plays to be performed:
"The Productive Cough" by David Kosky- An absurd comedy about a patient's allergy to 
news that creates unusual side effects that an MD diagnosis as psychosomatic.
"Meet Me in Paris" by Kacie Devaney- When Judy tells her husband, Marty, that she wants 
a radical change in their forty-year marriage, the discussion doesn't go as planned.
"Proxima B" by Robert Paul Moreira- A brilliant Latina astrophysicist yearns for her 
colleagues recognition, but instead gains the attention of a person she wished she'd never met.
"Days of Separation" by Gordon M Bolar- When a cynical actress and her theatre critic 
husband attempt to discuss their impending divorce, a secret is revealed.
"Sacramental Blocks" by Karen Devaney- A dark comedy about Catarina, an Italian 
woman in Sonoma California trying to save the family vineyard during Prohibition.
"I’ll Be Seeing You" by Donald Luftus- It's 1944, and Joey wants his girl Jenny to wait for 
him before shipping off to Europe. But is she ready to commit?

Buy your tickets now at www.soapboxstageworks.org

The 41st Annual

C H R I S T M A S 
I N  T H E  A D O B E S

December 12-13, 2025 | 5 - 9pm 
For two enchanting nights, the city’s historic adobes glow with the 
warmth of brightly lit luminarias, adding holiday décor, festive music 
and refreshments to the mix. Guests will stroll through over twenty 
historic sites, many of which are open exclusively for this event, and 
experience the stories of California’s earliest days.

n

e
m
e

Monterey State Historic Park Association and California State Parks invite community 
members and visitors alike to step back in time for a beloved holiday tradition.

Info & t ickets avai lable at  www.MSHPA.org

Tickets are 
on sale now. 

Visit our website to 
purchase

Angel Image Courtesy City of 
Montery - Erica Franke, 1957

Art Roundup
By CHRIS COUNTS

A professor of ceramics at Hartnell Col-
lege in Salinas, Keefe employs “a wide 
range of aesthetic and material strategies” 
in her art, “with a focus on ceramic ves-

sels.” Her creations are 

travels, which include living 
in Europe.

“Joh’s work remains 
playful as it illuminates the 

-

and contemporary American culture,” 
according to Sunset Center. “In her work, 

the pristine and the defaced. Drawing 
from a variety of source materials and 

with the sacred and the profane.”
Located in Sunset Center at San 

Carlos and Ninth, the gallery is open 
daily from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily and 
during evening performances.

 Way “Out West”

“Out West” opens Tuesday at Mon-
ica Graham Fine Art, showcasing an 

reception is set for 5-7 p.m., while the 

1.
As the show’s name implies, the 

show features “evocative” West-
ern-themed art. Just 19 years old, Led-

and culture of the region. He paints 

MULTIMEDIA ARTIST AT SUNSET CENTER, ‘OUT WEST’ AT DOWNTOWN GALLER
MULTI-MEDIA artist and educator 

Johanna Keefe has a show at Sunset Cen-
ter’s Marjorie Evans Gallery through Jan. 
5 — and Friday from 5 to 7 p.m. the gallery 

opened Nov. 3. The show is the third in a 

through June 2026.

on canvases and other surfaces, including 
wood.

“Although he’s not professionally 
trained, Diesel is very detail-oriented,” 
said Graham, who called the young man 

-
cate and deep.”

-
ues creativity. Both of his grandmothers 

-
ter, owned a gallery in town in the 1990s. 
His father, meanwhile, made art from 
reclaimed wood.

According to Graham, the show high-

roots,” as well as his own skill as an artist.  
The gallery owner told The Pine Cone “she 

show.

Monica Graham Fine Art is located on 

 Inspiration & connection
A haven of creativity that offers classes 

and studio space for artists of all ages and 

-
lic reception from 5:30 to 8 p.m. Titled 
“Warm Hearts, Local Arts,” it showcases 
“10 talented artists whose handmade 
works span a wide range of media,” along 

with intention and personality.” “The time 
is ripe for inspiration, connection and 

which is at 1230 Fremont Blvd. in Seaside.

Monica Graham Fine Art is hosting painter Diesel Led-
better’s first solo show, which opens Tuesday.

among them Carmel Mayor Dale Byrne, 
developer Patrice Pastor and restaurant 
owner Bashar Sneeh, along with those 

horticulturist, massage therapy, customer 
service, music and art.

at Pilgrim’s Way earlier this month, van 
-

ees at Friday’s gathering in a discussion 

and signing. The event is free.

‘Love Project’ book signing 
‘THE LOVE Project,” Carmel author 

“what love means today” via personal sto-

focus of an event at the BookWorks, 667 

Friday.
Van Diggelen, a BBC journalist and 

native of Scotland, gathered 29 stories 

secret, family, community, and more — 
from Carmelites and wove them together 

plenty of positive reviews.
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Get your business 
noticed in The 
Carmel Pine Cone
SERVICE DIRECTORY

Email your ad to:
service@carmelpinecone.com

 GARDEN•LANDSCAPEGARDEN•LANDSCAPE
 PAINTINGPAINTING
 CONSTRUCTION/REMODELCONSTRUCTION/REMODEL

 CABINETRYCABINETRY
 INTERIOR DESIGNINTERIOR DESIGN
 HOUSE CLEANINGHOUSE CLEANING

 ROOFINGROOFING
 TREE SERVICETREE SERVICE
 CAREGIVER/HOME CARECAREGIVER/HOME CARE

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20251876
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: RELIABLE HOUSE CLEANINGS, 
665 Amador Ave., Seaside, CA 93955.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s): 
TANIA FUENTES, 665 Amador Ave., Sea-
side, CA 93955.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Sept. 27, 2025.
S/Tania Fuentes
Date signed: Oct. 14, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Oct. 14, 
2025.
Publication Dates: Nov. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2025 
(PC 1108)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20251987
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:  MONTEREY CUSTOM WEALTH 
MANAGEMENT, LLC, 1062 Cass Street 
#200, Monterey, CA 93940.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the 
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.: 
WALKER DEERING LLC, 1062 Cass St., 
Ste. 200, Monterey, CA 93940.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Oct. 26, 2020.
S/Marian Deering, Manager
Date: Oct. 22, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Oct. 30, 
2025.
Publication Dates: Nov. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2025. 
(PC 1109)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252010

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:  PIECES OF HEAVEN, 3686 The 
Barnyard #F11, Carmel, CA 93923.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the 
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.: 
BDS HOSPITALITY LLC, 3686 The Barn-
yard #F11, Carmel, CA 93923.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Nov. 4, 2020.
S/Bhupender Singh, Manager
Date: Nov. 4, 2025
This statement was filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 4, 
2025.
Publication Dates: Nov. 7, 14, 21, 28, 2025. 
(PC 1110)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20251885
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: BEAR BITEZ, 333 South Mildred 
Ave., King City, CA 93930.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the 
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.: 
RIOS SYNDICATE LLC, 2108 N. St., Ste. N, 
Sacramento, CA 95816..
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on N/A.
S/Ezequiel Rios, Managing Member
Date: Oct. 15, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Oct. 15, 
2025.
Publication Dates: Nov. 14, 21, 28, Dec. 5, 
2025. (PC 1112)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20251969
The following person(s) is(are) doing busi-
ness as:
MovingUp Coaching, 1754 Darwin St, 
Seaside, CA 93955, County of Monterey
Registered Owner(s):
Hye-Yeon Lim, 1754 Darwin St, Seaside, 
CA 93955
This business is conducted by an individual
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name listed 
above on not applicable
S/ Hye-Yeon Lim
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on 10/28/2025
11/14, 11/21, 11/28, 12/5/25
CNS-3984211#
CARMEL PINE CONE
Publication Dates:  Nov. 14, 21, 28, Dec. 5, 
2025. (PC 1116)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20251979
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:  
1. 831 MOBILE BAR
2. MOBILE BAR 831
708 Monterey Salinas Hwy., Salinas, 
CA 93908.
County of Principal Place of Business: 

P U B L I C  N O T I C E S
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the 
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.: 
SATOW CONSULTING LLC, P.O. Box 251, 
Monterey, CA 93942.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: WY
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Oct. 29, 2025.
S/Olivia Satow, Managing Member
Date: Oct. 29, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Oct. 29, 
2025.
Publication Dates: Nov. 14, 21, 28, Dec. 5, 
2025. (PC 1117)

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS 

BUSINESS NAME
File No.  20252022

Filing type: ABANDONMENT: 
County of Filing: Monterey
Date of Original Filing: April 16, 2024
File No.: 20240784
The following person(s) is(are) doing busi-
ness as: 
1. 831 Mobile Bar
2. Mobile Bar 831
3. LIV AND SIP
4. LIV & SIP
5. LIV N SIP
6. 831MOBILEBAR
7. MOBILEBAR831
3166 Vista Del Camino Cir., Marina, CA 
93933.
Name of Corporation of as shown in the 
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.: CRABILL FAM
ILY LLC., 3186 Melanie Dr., Marina, CA 
93933.
County of Principal Place of Business: Mon-
terey
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a limited 
liability company.
S/David Crabill, Manager
Nov. 5, 2025
This statement was filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 5,  
2025.
Publication dates: Nov. 14, 21, 28, Dec. 5,  
2025. (PC1118)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20251859
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:  
MEJICREWS LLC, 404 Victoria Ave., Sa-
linas, CA 93906.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the 
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.: 
MEJICREWS LLC.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Oct. 10, 2025.
S/Sophia Crews, Manager
Date: Oct. 10, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Oct. 10, 
2025.
Publication Dates: Nov. 14, 21, 28, Dec. 5, 
2025. (PC 1121)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20251799
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: VERO'S JANITORIAL SERVICES, 
1005 N. Sanborn Rd., Apt. 2, Salinas, 
CA 93905.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s): 
KASSANDRA DESIREE CENTENOPAR
RA, 1005 Sanborn Rd., Apt. 2, Salinas, CA 
93955.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Sept. 30, 2025.
S/Kassandra Centeno
Date signed: Sept. 30, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Sept. 30, 
2025.
Publication Dates: Nov. 14, 21, 28, Dec. 5, 
2025 (PC 1122)

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF MONTEREY

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Case No. 25CV005792
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Pe-

titioner, EMME NORDYKE, filed a petition 
with this court  for a decree changing names 
as follows: 
A. Present name: 
EMME EVANS NORDYKE
Proposed name: 
MONJA EVANS NORDYKE

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before 
this court at the hearing indicated below 
to show cause, if any, why the petition for 
change of name should not be granted. Any 
person objecting to the name changes de-
scribed above must file a written objection 
that includes the reasons for the objection 
at least two court days before the matter is 
scheduled to be heard and must appear at 
the hearing to show cause why the petition 
should not be granted. If no written objec-
tion is timely filed, the court may grant the 
petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING: 
DATE: Jan. 27, 2026
TIME: 11:00 a.m.
DEPT: 13A

The address of the court is 1200 Agua-
jito Road, Monterey, CA 93940.

(s) Hon. Thomas W. Wills
Judge of the Superior Court
Date filed: Nov. 12, 2025

Publication Dates: Nov. 21, 28, Dec. 5, 12, 
2025. (PC 1124)

Lien Sale Auction Advertisement
LIEN SALE

City of Monterey Harbor, 250 Figueroa 
Street, Monterey, 12-03-2025@ 11:00am
CA CC HIN# 27614
11/21/25
CNS-3986785#
CARMEL PINE CONE
Publicaton Dates: Nov. 21 2025
(PC 1125)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252076

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
SHINY DETAILZZ, 311 Quebrada Del 
Mar, Marina, CA 93933.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s): 
ANTONIO CAZAAREZ, 311 Quebrada 
Del Mar, Marina, CA 93933.
AARON GONZALEZ MAGANA, 311 Que-
brada Del Mar, Marina, CA 93933.
This business is conducted by co-partners.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Nov. 12, 2025.
S/Aaron Gonzalez Magana
Date signed: Nov. 13, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 13 
2025.
Publication Dates: Nov. 21, 28, Dec. 5, 12, 
2025 (PC 1126)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252067

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
SOFIA'S CLEANING SERVICES, 522 
Santa Maria St., #A, Salinas, CA 93905.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s): 
SOFIA LOPEZ RODRIGUEZ.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Aug. 1, 2025.
S/Sofia Lopez Rodriguez
Date signed: Nov. 12, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 12 
2025.
Publication Dates: Nov. 21, 28, Dec. 5, 12, 
2025 (PC 1129)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252067

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
COASTAL EXOTICS, 101 Martella St., 
Salinas, CA 93901.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s): 
NATHAN GUADALUPE PLASCENCIA, 
P.O. Box 221992, Carmel, California, 
93922.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on N/A.
S/Nathan Guadalupe Plascencia
Date signed: Nov. 7, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 7 2025.
Publication Dates: Nov. 21, 28, Dec. 5, 12, 
2025 (PC 1130)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20252017
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: SANTES M.E.X. ORGANIC 
FARMS, 28750 Corda Rd., Apt. 11, Gon-
zales, CA 93926.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s): 
PAULO SANTOS GUERRERO, P.O. Box 
2098, Gonzales, CA 93926.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Nov. 3, 2025.
S/Paulo Santos Guerrero
Date signed: Nov. 3, 2025
This statement was filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 4, 
2025.
Publication Dates: Nov. 21, 28, Dec. 5, 12, 
2025 (PC 1131)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20252091

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: FAITH WORKS AUTO DETAIL-
ING, 2006 San Miguel Canyon Rd., 
Salinas, CA 93907.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY

Registered Owner(s): 
MATHEW VIRAK, 2006 San Miguel Can-
yon Rd., Salinas, CA 93907.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on N/A.
S/Mathew Virak
Date signed: Nov. 17, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 17, 
2025.
Publication Dates: Nov. 21, 28, Dec. 5, 12, 
2025 (PC 1132)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20251849
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:  
LIVING WITH FIRE US, 12165 Carola 
Drive, Carmel Valley, CA 93924.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the 
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.: 
CENTRAL COAST RX FIRE COUNCIL, P.O. 
Box 1715, Carmel Valley, CA 93924.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a corporation.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Oct. 9, 2025.
S/Stephen E. Davis, President
Date: Oct. 9, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Oct. 9, 2025.
Publication Dates: Nov. 21, 28, Dec. 5, 12, 
2025. (PC 1134)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20251850
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:  
CENTRAL COAST RX FIRE COUNCIL, 
12165 Carola Drive, Carmel Valley, CA 
93924.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the 
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.: 
CENTRAL COAST RX FIRE COUNCIL, P.O. 
Box 1715, Carmel Valley, CA 93924.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a corporation.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 

listed above on Oct. 9, 2025.
S/Stephen E. Davis, President
Date: Oct. 9, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Oct. 9, 2025.
Publication Dates: Nov. 21, 28, Dec. 5, 12, 
2025. (PC 1135)

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS 

BUSINESS NAME
File No.  20251858

Filing type: ABANDONMENT: 
County of Filing: Monterey
Date of Original Filing: Sept. 9, 2025
File No.: 20251646
The following person(s) is(are) doing busi-
ness as:  DFINE CULTURE, 1514 Moffet St. 
#J, Salinas, CA 93905.
Registered Owner(s):
 JESUS JAVIER CRUZ NARANJO
IVET MADAI LOPEZ CRUZ
This business is conducted by a general 
partnership.
S/Jesus Cruz
Oct. 10, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Oct. 10,  
2025.
Publication dates: Nov. 21, 28, Dec. 5, 12,  
2025. (PC1136)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20251851
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:  
LIVING WITH FIRE FOUNDATION, 
12165 Carola Drive, Carmel Valley, CA 
93924.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the 
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.: 
CENTRAL COAST RX FIRE COUNCIL, P.O. 
Box 1715, Carmel Valley, CA 93924.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a corporation.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on Oct. 9, 2025.
S/Stephen E. Davis, President
Date: Oct. 9, 2025
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Oct. 9, 2025.
Publication Dates: Nov. 21, 28, Dec. 5, 12, 
2025. (PC 1137)

To all heirs, beneficiaries, 
creditors, contingent creditors, 
and persons who may otherwise 
be interested in the will or estate, 
or both, of ZANITA M. McGUIN-
NESS.

A PETITION FOR PROBATE 
has been filed by SHANNON 
K. McGUINNESS in the Superi-
or Court of California, County of 
MONTEREY.

The Petition for Probate re-
quests that SHANNON K. Mc-
GUINNESS be appointed as per-
sonal representative to administer 
the estate of the decedent.

The petition requests authority 
to administer the estate under the 
Independent Administration of 
Estates Act. (This authority will al-
low the personal representative to 
take many actions without obtain-
ing court approval. Before taking 
certain very important actions, 
however, the personal repre-
sentative will be required to give 
notice to interested persons unless 
they have waived notice or con-
sented to the proposed action.) 
The independent administration 
authority will be granted unless 
an interested person files an ob-
jection to the petition and shows 
good cause why the court should 
not grant the authority.

A hearing on the petition 
will be held in this court as fol-
lows:

Date: Nov. 5, 2025
Time: 9:00 a.m.
Dept.: 13
Address: Superior Court of 

California, County of Monterey, 
1200 Aguajito Road, Monterey, 
CA 93940.

If you object to the granting 
of the petition, you should appear 
at the hearing and state your ob-

jections or file written objections 
with the court before the hearing. 
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.

If you are a creditor or a 
contingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim with 
the court and mail a copy to the 
personal representative appoint-
ed by the court within the later of 
either (1) four months from the 
date of first issuance of letters to a 
general personal representative, 
as defined in section 58(b) of the 
California  Probate Code, or (2) 
60 days from the date of mailing 
or personal delivery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of the 
California Probate Code. Other 
California statutes and legal 
authority may affect your 
rights as a creditor. You may 
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in Califor-
nia law. 

You may examine the file 
kept by the court. If you are a 
person interested in the estate, 
you may file with the court a Re-
quest for Special Notice (form 
DE-154) of the filing of an inven-
tory and appraisal of estate as-
sets or of any  petition or account 
as provided in Probate Code sec-
tion 1250. A Request for Special 
Notice form is available from the 
court clerk.

Attorney for Petitioner: 
Ivette M. Santaella Esq.
111 Deerwood Road, Suite 

200, San Ramon, CA 94583
(925) 831-4840
This statement was filed by 

Superior Court of California, 
County of Monterey on ______, 
2025. 

Publication dates:  Nov. 7, 14, 
21, 2025. (PC1105)

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
ZANITA M. McGUINNESS
CASE NO. 25PR000444

THANKSGIVING EARLY DEADLINES: 
Legals must be submitted by 3 P.M. Friday, November 21

Publication dates: Nov. 21, 2025 (PC1138)

CITY OF CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA, 
CALIFORNIA 

NOTICE INVITING PROPOSALS
For:  ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES FOR THE NEW 

POLICE AND PUBLIC WORKS FACILITIES PROJECT

Notice is hereby given that the City of Carmel-by-the-Sea 
requests proposals from qualified persons/organizations for 
the purpose of providing professional architectural services for 
the complete demolition and new construction of the Police and 
Public Works facilities. Proposals shall be submitted to:

City of Carmel-by-the-Sea 
ATTN: Nova Romero
City Clerk
P.O. Box CC, Carmel-by-the-Sea, CA 93921

Proposals must be postmarked no later than Thursday, 
January 22, 2026.

The RFP packet can be obtained at: ci.carmel.ca.us/requests-
bids-and-rfps OR ci.carmel.ca.us (under the tab “I Want to 
Submit a Bid or Proposal”) 

The City will conduct a MANDATORY pre-proposal meeting and 
tour of the Police and Public Works buildings on Wednesday, 
December 10, 2025 at 11:00 AM . 

Final selection/non-selection of a firm will not be solely based 
upon cost. Firms/Proposals will be evaluated by the City and 
determinations/selection will be made based upon a wide 
range of factors, and selection of a most qualified firm will be 
based upon a total review and analysis of each proposal.

The City reserves the right to waive any minor irregularity, to 
negotiate for the modification of any proposal with mutual 
consent of the Proposer, to re-advertise for proposals if desired, 
and to accept the proposal, which in the judgment of the City, 
even though it does not offer the lowest cost, is nevertheless 
deemed the best value for the public and City.  Any proposal 
which is incomplete, conditional, or obscure, or which contains 
irregularities of any kind, may be cause for rejection. This 
solicitation of proposals does not commit the City to enter into 
a Contractor or to pay any costs incurred in the preparation of 
responses to the request. The City reserves the right to reject any 
and all proposals.

Documents required after Award of the Contract:  The successful 
Proposer will be required to execute a Contract furnished by the 
City, along with all certificates of insurance within fifteen (15) 
calendar days from the date of the Notice of Award issued by 
the City.  Should the successful Proposer fail or refuse to execute 
the Contract, the City reserves the right to accept the proposal of 
the Proposer offering the next best value to the City.      

HTTPS://CARMELPINECONE.COM
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Service Directory continues on next page  TREE SERVICE

Free subscriptions at
www.carmelpinecone.com

NOTICE TO READERS: In California, an unlicensed person can work on projects valued up to $1,000, 
provided they don’t hire employees and don’t require a building permit. However, any project exceeding this 
threshold or involving permits or the use of hired workers must be completed by a licensed contractor. State law also 
requires that contractors include their license number on all advertising. You can check the status of your licensed 
contractor at www2.cslb.ca.gov or (800) 321-CSLB (2752) . Unlicensed individuals can advertise construction 
work if the total contract price is under $1,000, but the advertisement must clearly state that they are not licensed 
by the Contractors State License Board.  The PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION requires household movers to include 
their PUC license number in their ads. Contact the PUC at licensing@cpc.ca.gov

 WINDOW CLEANING

S E R V I C E  D I R E C T O R Y

IVERSON’S TREE SERVICE 
& STUMP REMOVAL

Complete Tree Service
Fully Insured

Lic. # 677370

Call (831) 625-5743

 PLUMBING

Roofing & Solar Perfected

(831) 375-8158
Lic. #728609

R fi & S l P f t d

J & M MOVING AND STORAGE, INC.
We can handle all your moving and storage 
needs, local or nationwide. Located in new 
20,000 sf Castroville warehouse. We specialize 
in high-value household goods. Excellent ref-
erences available. MTR 0190259, MC 486132. 
Call Jim Stracuzzi at (831) 633-5903 or (831) 
901-5867. TF

 MOVING

INTERIOR
EXTERIOR
FAUX FINISHES

P.O. Box 221242
Carmel, CA 93922

C-(831) 238-1095
(831) 277-9747

POWER WASHING
License # 710688

JOSEPH YOSCO
Painting
Since 1988

 ROOFING

73 YEARS SERVING YOUR ROOFING NEEDS

Roof and ground mount systems

831-394-8581
ROSSROOFING1950.COM

Service, repairs, installation
VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES

Specializing in: Radiant Floor Heating
Whole House Water Filtration

Sewer Scope Inspections • Reverse Osmosis

BRETT’S PLUMBING

(831) 646-2933
Lic. No. 705164

����������		
ParagonPainting.us  FREE ESTIMATES
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Quality Craftsmanship for 26 Years

Lic#1062805
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cypresswindowcleaning@yahoo.com

Serving Monterey County since 2010
• House washing
• Solar panel washing

FREE ESTIMATES. CALL, TEXT OR EMAIL

• Window cleaning
• Gutter cleaning

�����
��������

• Pressure washing

 PEST CONTROL

 ROOF & GUTTER CLEANING

Free estimates
CALL OR TEXT (831) 402 6729

Licensed and Insured Lic.#1013672

MAKE SURE YOU 
CLEAN YOUR

GUTTERS BEFORE 
THE STORM

GUTTER & ROOF CLEANINGGUTTER & ROOF CLEANING

 LOCKSMITH

 MASONRY

Retaining Walls • Foundations • Fireplaces
Stone Veneer • Driveways • Patios • Pavers

mahoneymasonryinc@gmail.com
www.MahoneyMasonryInc.com

www.facebook.com/MahoneyMasonryInc

Mahoney
Masonry Inc.

831.659.0363
License 493213

• Installation &
     Repair

• Slate & Metal Roof
• Waterproofing

• Decks
• Seamless Gutters
• Custom Metal
      Fabrication

Free Estimate: ������������

Lic. # 1129592

jhonpremierroofing@gmail.com

15 Years Experience Lirs E perience

• Household Junk Removal • Yard Waste 
Removal • Estate Sale Clean-outs • Job Site 

Cleanup • Wood Chip/Mulch Delivery

�����
��������

Marcus McMillan
spankysjunkremoval@gmail.com

 JUNK REMOVAL

YOUR LOCAL EXPERT                         FOR OVER 25 YEARS!UUR LOCAL EXPERT RT T T TTT TT                

Brian         tock
  Painting

Fast

  (831) 372-2629FREE
ESTIMATES

John Ley Tree Service, LLC 

Tree Trimming & Removal
Stump Grinding & Removal
Fire Prevention Clearing
Emergency Tree Services
Cabling & Bracing
���������	�
�	
�����
���
�

���������	
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JLeyTree@gmail.com

CA Lic.# 
1118155

RODENTS
Rodent Inspection - Exclusion - Trapping - Repellents

PEST CONTROL
Residential - Commercial - Industrial

Ants - Carpenter Ants - Spiders
Pantry and Fabric Pest
TREES & ORNAMENTALS

Pest & Disease Control 
Foliar, Soil, Systemic & Tree Injection Treatments

PLANT & TREE HEALTH
Organic Plant & Soil Products for Your Landscape

VEGETATION MANAGEMENT
Weed & Poison Oak Control

QUALITY WORK WITH 44 PLUS YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
Insured and Bonded Since 1999

Structural Licence PR 7978   DPR Reg. 41398

 ROOF & GUTTER CLEANING

 PAINTING

���������
��

WILL BULLOCK PWILL BULLOCK PAINTING & RESTORINGAINTING & RESTORING
Complete Interior and Exterior Painting

Always the Best Preparation and Paints

 / Best References
Lic.#436767 — Since 1984Lic.#436767 — Since 1984

WRITING & HOMEWORK SUPPORT

Leslie Patten, MFA
A compassionate tutor with over 20
years of experience teaching writing

(831) 241-1156
www.lesliepattentutoring.com

MONTEREY
LOCK & KEY

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL

831-375-LOCK (5625)
www.MontereyLockKey.com
John Cardinalli • CA BSIS LIC. LC07195 

LOCKSMITH • FREE ESTIMATES

831-233-9312831-233-9312

PROTECT PROTECT 
VEHICLE WIRES VEHICLE WIRES 
FROM RODENTSFROM RODENTS

All Types of Tree Pruning • Brush Clearing
Yard Cleanup • Splitting Firewood • Fully Insured

OLIVERA’S
TREE SERVICE

831-588-2585

CSLB 1100089

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
www.treeservicearomas.comw

regional theater.” 

launch of its Golden Circle premium membership pro-

the-scenes access. 
“Through the Golden Circle, our patrons can help 

sustain PacRep’s creative excellence, arts education and 
the preservation of our historic stages for generations to 
come,” Moorer added.

Perks offered by Golden Circle program include com-
plimentary tickets, concessions and parking, invitations to 
rehearsals and backstage tours, recognition in programs, 
in the lobby and on digital platforms, and naming opportu-
nities on seats or pavers.

Moorer said the program will “keep our stages vibrant, 
our students inspired, our venues safe and our staff fairly 
compensated.”

A one-time board member for Community Hospital of 
the Monterey Peninsula, Carmel Bach Festival and Mon-
terey Bay Aquarium, Elliott is the sister of investor Warren 

PacRep gets $50,000 challenge grant
By CHRIS COUNTS

A LONGTIME donor, Bertie Bialek Elliott, has 
offered to match every dollar up to $50,000 that’s given 
to PacRep Theatre through the end of the year, the theater 
company said. The donations will be used for PacRep’s 
daily expenses for productions and staff. 

Executive director Stephen Moorer said Elliott’s 
“incredible” gift offers “momentum and hope” for a theater 
group like PacRep. Many similar groups struggle to stay 
alive, and PacRep “is not immune to these challenges.”

“Regional theaters across the country are canceling 
seasons or closing their doors,” Moorer reported. “Those 
that remain are struggling with rising costs and uncertain 
futures.”

Dollar-for-dollar
According to PacRep, the challenge grant “will match 

every new contribution dollar-for-dollar, amplifying the 
impact of community support during a pivotal time for 

Buffet. She previously gave $5.1 million to PacRep for the 
Golden Bough renovation.

For more details, call (831) 622-0100 or visit pacrep.
org/golden-circle.

PacRep’s Golden Bough theater recently underwent an extensive re-
modeling. A matching grant program helps pay for productions there.

PHOTO/PINE CONE FILE
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 DOOR INSTALLATION

          Deadline: Monday, 1 p.m. • NOTICE: SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS ARE ACCEPTED ONLY BY EMAIL • Email service@carmelpinecone.com 

S E R V I C E  D I R E C T O R Y

ON-LINE FENCE
All Types & Styles
New & Repairs
Gates, Power Washing, Sealing
Call Jimmy (831) 915-3557
Lic. # 830762

NCE
aling
557

on-linefence.com

 CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL

 DRIVING SERVICE

 FURNITURE REFINISHING

 CASH FOR GOLD & SILVER

Quality, well split
dry oak, delivered

831-601-9728

OAK FIREWOOD

Orders taken over the phone
Call by 11am for same day delivery 

Delivering to the Peninsula

MARKET & DELI

831-624-3821

GROCERY DELIVERY MONDAY - FRIDAY 

CARMEL

 GROCERY DELIVERY

HONEY DO LIST?
Carpentry, Painting, Interior/Exterior, Repairs, 
Doors & Windows, Fences, Gates, Posts, Pav-
ers, Retaining Walls, Siding, Shelving, Cabinets, 
Carpentry, Roof Debris, Plumbing/Electrical 
Repairs, Drywall/Paint Repairs, Gutter/Roof 
Cleaning. JOHN QUINN (831) 402-1638  Lic. 
#821763 / Bonded

 CARPET & FLOOR CLEANING

DIRTY DIRTY 
FLOORS?FLOORS?

Professional Cleaning at Affordable Prices

Stone • Tile & Grout • Vinyl
Call Steve today for a free estimate!

(831) 899-5613

 HOUSE CLEANING

 CAREGIVER

 FENCES AND DECKS

GARDEN•LANDSCAPE•IRRIGATION

ADAN’S
LANDSCAPE - MAINTENANCE

Residential/Commercial
Automatic Sprinklers & Irrigation Systems

New Sod or Seed

New Fences & Repair * Retaining Walls * Hauling

Ornamental Trimming & Tree Pruning

Pavers & Stamped Concrete 

General Yard Clean-up, and etc.

 ~ FREE ESTIMATES ~ 

Over 20 years exp. - References Proudly Given

Lic. # 949011   Tel: (831) 601-9225

 FLOORING

California State License # 385545

www.caribouconstruction.com

DESIGN - BUILD - REMODEL

Custom Homes
Remodeling
Room Additions

Kitchens
Bathrooms
Doors/Windows

Hardwood Floors
Cabinetry
Granite/Marble

Fireplaces
Porches/Decks
Fences/Gates

Professional - Trustworthy - Punctual - Clean - Affordable

Caribou Construction Co.
Lifestyle Enhancements By

Serving Carmel & the Entire Central Coast Since 1979
Unparalleled Customer Service - Uncommon Professional Results
A reputation built on customer satisfaction, where details matter 

624-1311
FREE ESTIMATE
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I can drive for you.
Errands, appts., airports.

References available.

NEED A DRIVER?

 HANDYMAN

CARMEL POINT
LANDSCAPES

Contractor License #1068673 FREE CONSULTATION

www.carmelpointlandscapes.com

DESIGN, INSTALLATION
& MAINTENANCE

Call (831) 574-9837

Specializing in Sustainable 
Landscapes using Native Plants 
and Locally Sourced Materials

Shop locally!

 FIREWOOD

153 Country Club Gate Center

CASH FOR GOLD & SILVER

We Buy It All!

MONTEREY
Gold & Coin Exchange

��������	���������	��

 HOUSE CLEANING

GRACE’S CLEANING SERVICES

831-241-4692
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Lily’s House Cleaning
Excellent References Available.    

20 Years Experience.
Reliable and Thorough Cleaning

(831) 917-3937

Marcos’ House Cleaning Service
Residential/Commercial/Move-outs

Windows • Pressure Washing
Construction Cleaning • Vacation Homes
Offices • Floor Cleaning • Strip & Wax

(831) 264-3697
Free Estimates • Guaranteed Jobs • Lic. 342947

MATIAS GARDENING
Full Tree Service • Poison Oak Removal

Garden Maintenance & Planting • Tree Pruning
Fence Construction/Repair • Hauling

20 Yrs. Experience • Excellent references
(831) 800-6520

OAK FIREWOOD FOR SALE • REASONABLE PRICES
No Lic.

www.centralcoastcleaning.com
���������	
���
831.442.1965

We create FREE TIME for 
busy people! Providing 
professional cleaning 
services for Residential, 
Commercial, Vacation Homes 
and Special Events. Proudly 
serving all of Monterey 
County for 25 years. We are 
Bonded and Insured.

��
���������������
�
��������
���������������
�
������

Leave the details 
to us.
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MARTHA HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES
We use green products. Licensed & bonded.

Homes/Offices. Move in move out.

Call 831
402-2220

John Quinn • 831 402 1638

F loors  & More

Lic. #821763 Bonded

Install hardwoods, linoleum, tile. Sand and

MATIAS
DRY OAK WOOD FOR SALE

Cord. Will sell smaller amounts
831-800-6520  INTERIOR DESIGN

CHARLES 
GRUWELL 

DESIGN 
STUDIO

CHARLES GRUWELL
Design Consultant

702-524-6222

charles@cgdstudio.net
www.charlesgruwelldesign.com

Continues from previous page

��������
Dry Oak: Well Seasoned

Split and Delivered

(831) 262-8946
(831) 385-5371

LUVIA CRUZ
PERSONAL CAREGIVER

Providing compassionate, friendly
& reliable care services 

Temporary or long-term, meal prep,

hygiene assistance, errands, appointments

Call: 831-262-0671
Email: lv_cruz14@yahoo.com No lic.

CALL: 831-760-9160
• Lic#1039955 

Full service
interior and

exterior
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