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Tank rules bring end to familiar gas station

B City’s share dwindles to one
By MARY SCHLEY

AFTER MORE than 75 years of selling gas in Car-
mel, Andy Hill’s family business at Junipero and Fourth
will pivot to focus entirely on his towing company, he said
Thursday, as crews used a large crane to remove old fuel
tanks in time to meet an end-of-the-year deadline man-
dated by state law. The closure leaves the Shell-
turned-Chevron at San Carlos and Fifth as the
only gas station within the city limits.

“Our family has been selling gasoline in Car-
mel since 1943,” Hill said Thursday. “I will miss
the gas station and the fantastic customers. My
focus now is 100 percent on towing.

“I can tell you Carmel Towing is as strong
as ever,” he continued. “I’ve increased to nine
trucks with seven amazing drivers and Karen
Christie, who has been with me for 26 fantastic
years.” (Christie handles dispatching.)

Hill said the independent garage next door
will continue operating, too.

“The project is going much faster than I antic-
ipated, and the mechanics should be back on
property as soon as the cement dries,” he said.

Big bill

them, the business belongs to Hill, so he’s footing the bill.
“Because I own everything privately, it would cost
$1.5 million to redo the tanks and meet the standards of
the EPA,” he said. Demolishing the underground storage,
cleaning up the site, filling in the holes and pouring new
cement will cost around $180,000, Hill estimated.
The tank removal is being driven by a Senate bill that

See STATION page 184

Hill said his decision to shutter the gas busi-
ness was driven by the cost of replacing the
tanks. While George Giem owns the property
and applied for the demolition permit to remove
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Many a local has filled up at Andy Hill's station, but the cost of installing new
tanks is bringing an end to his family’s decades-old fuel business.

Trial date set in fatal stabbing near high school

By MARY SCHLEY

A JURY trial has been ordered for Donel Geisen, who
will turn 80 Oct. 1, in the stabbing death of his wife nearly
two months ago, according to Monterey County Superior
Court documents.

Geisen, who reportedly told a 911 operator that he’d
just killed his wife of 58 years — and who had apparently
tried to commit suicide by stabbing himself — has been
held in Monterey County Jail on more than $1 million bail
since he was released from a hospital a couple of days
after the fatal attack.

Telephone call

According to the Monterey County Sheriff’s Office,
Geisen called 911 at 4:20 a.m. July 24 and said he believed
he had stabbed his wife to death. Deputies and medics
arrived at the couple’s home on Raymond Way in a neigh-
borhood east of Highway 1 near Carmel to find the victim,
78-year-old Barbara Lynn Geisen, and her husband in their
bedroom.

“Year of affordability’
falls short in Sacramento

IN DECEMBER, politicians in Sacramento promised
2025 would be the “year of affordability” in the Golden
State, but nine months later, it’s questionable when or if
their efforts will actually lower the cost of living. Still,
that hasn’t stopped the governor and leaders in the state
Legislature from declaring victory.

Capitol Access

By CAITLIN CONRAD

“We went big. We produced results. We delivered his-
toric progress,” said Assembly Speaker Robert Rivas on
Sunday, calling 2025 the most productive year in a gener-
ation for the Legislature.

Making the state a more affordable place to live was a
lofty goal. California earned its nickname during the Gold
Rush — but the moniker still fits, as it remains the most
expensive in the nation to live, with median home prices

She died at the scene from multiple stab wounds, while
her confessed attacker was transported to the hospital for
treatment of “life-threatening injuries.”

Shortly after he was charged with second-degree pre-
meditated murder with an enhancement for using a knife,
Geisen was subjected to a mental-health evaluation when
his public defender suggested he might not be competent
to stand trial, but Monterey County Superior Court Judge
Pamela Butler later deemed him mentally fit.

During a preliminary hearing Aug. 27, deputy district
attorney Rebecca Garcia presented evidence backing the
charges against Geisen, including testimony from investi-
gating officer Rodrigo Lopez and deputies Matthew Brad-
ford and Josue Ramirez, according to court records.

See TRIAL page 184
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Commission: New
water should go to
housing, commercial,
public projects

oy MARY SCHLEY

THE 14 acre-feet of new water destined for Carmel-
by-the-Sea when an expansion of a wastewater-recycling
project comes online at the end of the year should be
earmarked for housing of all types, commercial uses and
municipal projects, the planning commission unanimously
decided last week. A city staffer had recommended leav-
ing the bulk of it in “unallocated reserves.”

The new water will bring the city’s total supply to
16.661 acre-feet, or 5.4 million gallons, per year, accord-
ing to principal planner Marnie Waffle.

The city’s “water man-
agement program” requires

that at least 10 percent

be reserved for projects Clty may
that will create affordable

housing “and that water need e.Vell .
is reserved for anticipated IMOKe if units
projects serving coastal rec- are built

reation, access and essential
public services,” she told the
commission Sept. 10, add-
ing that those requirements
implement policies in the general plan and local coastal
program.

Waffle also estimated that if the additional 349 residen-
tial units of various types, as envisioned in the city’s hous-
ing element, become a reality, they’ll require 32 acre-feet
of water.

Resolution needed

In May, the city council discussed the incoming bounty
and decided 3 acre-feet should be moved into the category
for low- and very-low-income housing, but did nothing
with the rest, leaving 12.29 acre-feet in the unallocated
category.

But planning commissioners had other ideas. Chair
Michael LePage said sticking most of the water in unal-
located reserves “really bothers me,” and commissioner
Stephanie Locke, who has worked for the Monterey Pen-
insula Water Management District for 37 years, presented
a different strategy.

See WATER page 164

Amazon building colossal Salinas Valley warehouse

By KELLY NIX

THE AMAZON distribution center being built in
Salinas won’t be open for business anytime soon, but work
on the massive facility — which is adjacent to agricultural
row crops — is taking shape.

The online retail giant in late 2024 broke ground on the
five-story, 3 million-square-foot building on Harris Road
and Abbott Street which is described as an “advanced
robotics fulfillment center.”

While not long ago only the skeletal framing and sup-
port structures of the building were evident, crews have
installed most of the facade facing Abbott Street.
Along with work trucks, cranes and other heavy
machinery staged around the perimeter of the
building, dozens of construction employees were
working on the structure this week, as they have
for months.

Same-day deliveries?

The warehouse will bring jobs, sales and prop-
erty tax revenues, and allow for other improve-
ments, the City of Salinas has said.

“It will be an advanced robotics fulfillment
center that is projected to bring hundreds of
jobs or more to our community,” Salinas said.
“In addition to job creation and offsite improve-
ments, other economic benefits to Salinas include
sales and property tax revenues.”

Will the innovative new fulfillment center
mean even faster deliveries for Monterey County

packages from facilities in Hollister and elsewhere? A
company spokesman Tuesday wouldn’t answer that ques-
tion — and others from The Pine Cone — but Amazon has
said similar centers, including a new facility in Shreve-
port, La., are aimed at getting orders to customers more
quickly and that processing times have been reduced by as
much as 25 percent.

As inventory and packages move through the ware-
house, “an Al-powered trio of robotic arms sorts, stacks
and consolidates millions of items and customer orders

See AMAZON page 184
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Robots will be used to sort and stack products inside the mammoth Amazon

See PRICES page 174

Amazon customers, who currently get their warehouse going up near Spreckels, the company said.

Attention readers: Don’t forget that you can have the complete Carmel Pine Cone delivered every Thursday evening to your tablet, laptop, PC or phone — with no banner ads,
popups, click bait or paywalls. We also don’t harvest your data or make you create an account or password. Free and easy subscriptions at https://carmelpinecone.com/subscribe.html
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MEN'S CLOTHIER OF CARMEL

Sweet 6-year-old Rosa looks like a
mini Bengal with her striking dark
brown tabby coat and expressive
eyes. She is very active and loves
to play and explore, just like a
kitten! This beautiful cat with
her soft meow is also shy and
affectionate. Her foster mom says,
"She’s a cuddle bug at night and K &

likes to warm up next to me." Just imagine having this spunky,

loving girl brighten up your home! Won't you give her a second
chance ata new beginning?
Learn more about this beauty at www.gocatrescue.org
and fill out an adoption form while you are there!
Would you like to sponsor our next ad?

Please call us at 831-200-9232
or email info@gocatrescue.org

Golders Oldses

Cat Rescue
Older Cats
New Beginnings

www.gocatrescue.org

PO Box 683, Monterey, CA 93942

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally

- Welcoming
%’ __ New Customers

* No Long Waiting Time
* Prescriptions Filled in 15 minutes*
* Accepting Most Medicare Part D Plans
* Same Day Delivery ¢ Accepts Tricare
* Pet Prescriptions
Over 100 Years of Service

Still Locally Owned & Operated
CARMEL DRUG STORE

Ocean Ave. & San Carlos, Carmel
831.624.3819
www.CarmelDrugStoreRX.com

Pharmacy Hours: 9am-6pm Mon-Fri
Store Hours: 8am-10pm ¢ 7 Days a Week
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Healing hearts

When a dearly devoted dog crosses the rainbow
bridge, it’s hard to decide whether getting another will
hurt or heal. At first, most likely both. Yet, once you feel
ready to have a new companion at home, you must re-
mind yourself that your new dog doesn’t replace the
previous pet, but helps heal the hole in your heart.

After grieving the loss of the Shi Tsu she’d loved
for 16 years, what helped the Monterey resident feel
ready to bring home another dog was Tessa Maya, the
9-year-old Shi Tsu she saw on the Peace of Mind Dog
Rescue website.

Tessa, who'd been brought home as a puppy, had
grown up in the care of a grandmother who’d passed
away, leaving her with a collegiate granddaughter who
couldn’t care for her. It turned out Tessa was accident
prone.

“The granddaughter told me the little pup had a ten-
dency to ‘parkour’ off ledges and other heights and
had once fallen and injured her eye, which, because
she also had glaucoma, meant she had to lose it,” her
person recalled.

But, like “The Velveteen Rabbit,” those things don’t
matter when you are really loved.

Tessa’s resilience was evident during her first visit
to the beach at Seal Rock in Pebble Beach, where she

TAP PARTNLER'S DE

VISIT OUR 16,000 SQ FT sHowrRoOM
MONTEREY 831.649.3083

OPPLETON’S

HANDCRAFTED FURNITURE AND INTERIOR DESIGN

Motorized/Bluetooth/Smart Home

Options Available
* Free In-Home Consultations *x

Monterey County’s Premier In-House Manufacturer of
Quality Blinds, Shades, Shutters and Window Coverings

Over 25 years in business

vanced

Blind & Shade @

SHOWROOM LOCATIONS
Monterey & Soquel
(831) 372-1908 | AdvancedBlind.com

Visit our website for currently available *discounts
on in-house manufactured products.

CA Lic # 866474

By Lisa Crawford Watson

had to learn to navigate the sand. Since then, despite
her handicap, she seems to have adapted well to her
person’s active outdoor lifestyle.

“The first time | took her camping in Big Sur,” her per-
son said, “I kept her in a sling since she seemed scared.
The next time, she didn’t need it. And the first time took
her to the river, she started swimming in my arms, with
her paws in the air, before she’d even hit the water.”

HEALTHY

PUBLICATION DATE: SEPTEMBER 26

Meena Lewellen - (831) 274-8655 - meena@carmelpinecone.com

Jessica Caird - (831) 274-8590 - jessica@carmelpinecone.com

Do You Love Dutchess?

Approx. 7
years old

Female

Chihuahua mix

11 lbs

The regal Duchess is ready for a palace of her own. After surviving
the streets, she now cherishes calm days at home. She enjoys
gentle strolls, quiet company, and soft places to rest. Duchess

hopes for a peaceful guardian who will support her health
journey and celebrate her sweet, serene spirit.

Want to meet Dutchess? )
Please fill out our online adoption questionnaire.

Ad sponsored by Kalman Weinfeld in
honor of his late father who taught

him the value of volunteering. }Jpeace OF Mind
3 DOG RESCUE

(If youd like to sponsor our next
ad, please give us a call)

831-718-9122

www.POMDR.org
P.O. Box 51554, Pacific Grove, CA 93950
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Darpinian sentenced for stabbing
mother in her Del Mesa home

By MARY SCHLEY

THE CARMEL Valley man who
admitted to trying to kill his mother in their
Del Mesa Carmel home in January was
sentenced to 10 years and six months in
state prison, according to a final judgment
filed in Monterey County
Superior Court Sept. 2.
William Darpinian, 34, was
transferred to Wasco State
Prison last week.

In the Jan. 25 attack in
one of the units in the retire-
ment community, Darpin-
ian repeatedly stabbed his
mother while they were
in the kitchen and dining
room of the home they
shared, according to court
testimony.

Played dead

Darpinian had been charged with
“attempted willful, deliberate and pre-
meditated murder,” with enhancements
for using a knife and causing great bodily
injury, attempted voluntary manslaughter,
with the same enhancements, and assault
with a deadly weapon.

In a July 16 court hear-
ing, he pleaded guilty to the
lesser charges of attempted
voluntary ~ manslaughter
and assault with a deadly
weapon.

Vulnerable victim

In the “advisement of
rights, waiver and plea
form” he filed with the
court, Darpinian  also
admitted the aggravating
factors that “the victim was
particularly  vulnerable”
and that he “took advan-

She tried to escape after
playing dead and finally
got out of the house, where
neighbors rushed to her and
dialed 911.

Monterey County Sheriff’s deputies
locked down the complex for several
hours as they searched unsuccessfully for
Darpinian, while his 60-year-old mother
was taken to Natividad Medical Center for
treatment of multiple stab wounds, includ-
ing deep lacerations to her neck and to her
hands.

He turned himself in early the next
morning and was lodged in the Monterey
County Jail until his transfer to state prison.

William Darpinian

tage of a position of trust or
confidence to commit the
offense.”

Monterey County Supe-
rior Court Judge Pamela Butler sentenced
him Aug. 20 to 10 years and six months in
prison, with credit for time served of 207
days plus 31 days for good/work time, and
said he would be ordered to pay restitution
to his mother “in an amount and manner to
be determined.”

He was also ordered to pay various
other fines and fees. While the final abstract
of judgment had him being sent to North
Kern State Prison, state records show he
was taken to Wasco Sept. 11.

The Pine Cone has been a member of the
Carmel Chamber of Commerce for more than 100 years.

RYANMELCHER

——  PROPERTIES

NEW PRICE - $2,895,000

Santa Fe 4 SE of Ocean, Carmel-by-the-Sea

2 Bed | 2 Bath | 1,214 Sq. Ft. | 3,920 Sq. Ft. Lot
Open House: Saturday 12-3pm | Sunday 12-4pm

CARMEL VALLEY - $1,995,000
25940 Colt Lane
4 Bed | 3Bath | 3,486 Sq. Ft. | 2.78 Acre Lot gmﬁé

Open House: Saturday 1-3pm ﬂwpyprwf

# 1 SOTHEBY’S AGENT IN CARMEL BY THE SEA
Sold over $77 Million & 27 Transactions already in 2025

Ryan Melcher
831.521.5024
ryan@ryanmelcher.com

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

RyanMelcher.com
DRE: 01897036

Questions:

Shape Your Library

Harrison Memorial Library
Centennial Restoration Community Workshop No. 2
Wednesday, October 1, 2025 from 5 pm to 6:30 pm

Location: Carpenter Hall at Sunset Center, Carmel

Thank you for making our first community workshop
truly meaningful. We invite everyone to join us for
another engaging conversation where we will continue
to explore options within our library. If you missed the
first workshop, this is a great opportunity to get involved.

REGISTER NOWHE

www.CarmelPublicLibraryFoundation.org

Space is limited. Registration required.

info@carmelpubliclibraryfoundation.org

or call 831-624-2811

MONTEREY MD SPA

@Q Practicing physician: Jagroop Singh MD
WHEN YOU DON'T WANT TO LOOK DIFFERENT -
you want to look like yourself, a radiant

confident version of yourself.

Before

Jagroop Singh, MO

Sculptra works gradually, stimulating your own collagen
for lasting results that look natural.

Trust your face, your results to the hands of an exceptionally skilled
physician who understands that aging gracefully is an art.
Less is not always more
More is not always the answer
the secret is “Just Right”

@Q MONTEREY MD SPA

by practicing physician: Jagroop Singh MD

Consult Dr Singh for FREE.

(831) 200-3736

570 Munras Ave. Suite 40, Monterey | www.MontereyMDSpa.com

Accepting new
clients. Offering
free consulations
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Police &
Sheriff’s Log

Clark’s Carmel Stone
A (831) 385-4000

100 Airport Drive,
King City

Delivery Available

Trees threatened, usual objections

www.clarktruckinginc.com

clarkscarmelstone@yahoo.com

Need a Tech Pro? | Can Help!

Computer/Phone/TV/Printer troubleshooting & setup, subscription
management, website development, negotiating & lowering
internet & TV bills, anti-virus, password recovery & more!

\Q\)q Contact Michael at (831) 204-9812

On-site
References available

HELP IS ON THE WAY!

AlphaAbacus Learning Center: Established 2003
Rachel Phillips M. A. Education

“Gracie”

YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT TUTORING CENTER
“Where Learning Is Fun”
READING - MATH - WRITING - ACADEMIIC SUBJECTS
STUDY SKILLS - HOMEWORK HELP - TEST PREP

WWW.ALPHAABACUSL EARNINGCENTER.COM

TWIGERY

831-596-9394 | 831-625-6053
200 Clock Tower Place, Suite A204, Carmel
Home Schooling Support AlphaAbacuslearningcenter@gmail.com

Michael Mernilt Honal nl

AT =)

Golden Pine
Cone winner
for 8 years

Mon-Sat 10am-4pm. Still located in Carmel.
Pichael, Cheryl and.Jox:
AIFD, CFD
831-626-8944 | www.twigery.com

Finding the right talent shouldn't be a full-time job.
Let us handle it while you focus on your business.

Paul Weyant | 831-920-1857
Paul. Weyant@ExpressPros.com
expresspros.com/montereycountyca

Respecting People. Impacting Business.

THE CARMEL PINE CONE

HEALTHY

Next Publication Date:

September 26

Contact your rep today to reserve space in our
next edition of Healthy Lifestyles

Meena Lewellen (831) 274-8655

meena@carmelpinecone.com

Jessica Caird (831) 274-8590

jessica@carmelpinecone.com

HERE’S A look at some of the signifi-
cant calls logged by the Carmel-by-the-Sea
Police Department and the Monterey County
Sheriff’s Office last week. This week’s log
was compiled by Mary Schley.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 26

Carmel Valley: Adult Protective Services
report alleging physical and financial abuse
of a Carmel Valley Road resident.

Big Sur: Online report regarding lost or
stolen property from room at Big Sur Lodge.

Pebble Beach: Adult Protective Services
report alleging financial abuse at a residence
on Portola Road.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 27

Seaside: Animal control officer got a re-
port that kids were getting stung by bees on
their way to middle school. He tracked down
the hive near Military Avenue and Paralata

and is working on capturing and relocating
them so students don’t have to make a mad
dash to school.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Petty theft and tres-
pass warning at Ocean and San Carlos.

Pacific Grove: Person on Grand Avenue
reported a possible scam.

Pacific Grove: Report of a solo vehicle
collision at Forest and Bishop. The 25-year-
old male driver was arrested and booked at
Monterey County Jail for multiple narcotics
and firearm charges, including possession of
a controlled substance without a prescription,
possession of narcotics for sale, transporta-
tion of drugs for sale, possession of a con-
trolled substance while armed, carrying a
loaded firearm without a permit, possession
of a firearm that’s not registered, being a fel-
on and addict in possession of a firearm and
unlawful possession of ammunition.

See POLICE LOG page 8RE
in the Real Estate Section

The gavel falls

Verdicts, pleas and sentencings announced by
Monterey County District Attorney Jeannine Pacioni

July 22 — A jury convicted defendant
Mario Thomas Garcia, 40, of Salinas, of sec-
ond-degree murder in connection with the
fatal shooting of Gabriel Gutierrez outside
Jaime’s Lounge on April 5, 2024.

At approximately 11:37 p.m. on the
night of the incident, Salinas Police officers
responded to a shooting in front of Jaime’s
Lounge. Upon arrival, they located Gabriel
Gutierrez suffering from a single gunshot
wound to the abdomen. He later succumbed
to his injuries. No cooperative witnesses
were present at the scene.

However, surveillance footage recovered
from Jaime’s Lounge and nearby business-
es captured the defendant’s actions leading
up to the shooting. The video evidence ulti-
mately proved that Garcia was responsible
for Gutierrez’s death. Garcia fled the country

following the shooting and was later appre-
hended in Mexico before being extradited to
the United States to face murder charges.

The investigation revealed that the motive
for the killing stemmed from a separate inci-
dent that occurred approximately 30 minutes
earlier at a different bar. Notably, Gutierrez
was not involved in that prior altercation.

After deliberations, the jury found Garcia
guilty of second-degree murder and found
true an enhancement that he personally dis-
charged a firearm, causing death. He was also
convicted of being a felon in possession of
both a firearm and ammunition. Garcia faces
a maximum sentence of life in state prison.

This case was investigated by Salinas Po-
lice Department detectives Gansen and Rich-
ardson. District attorney investigator Alicia
Cox assisted in trial preparation.

1986-2024

SAVE ON SELECT FLEXSTEEL PRODUCTS

Some exclusions apply. See a sales associate for more details. Financing available upon approval.

mum’s place

246 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove | 831-372-6250

Mon-Sat 10am-5:30pm | www.mumsfurniture.com

(£10)
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SAVE TARPY FLATS!

HWY 68 CANNOT HANDLE A CATASTROPHIC INCREASE IN DAILY TRAFFIC!

Tarpy Flats is the unspoiled mix of fields and woods across from the airport, running along the south side of HWY 68 from
Olmsted Road (where the airport is) to Canyon Del Rey (where Tarpy’s Roadhouse and the 7-11 are). If you commute on
HWY 68, you pass it every day.

Do any of us who live on the Monterey Peninsula or in Salinas want to see the traffic on HWY 68 go from bad to worse?
Does anybody who commutes daily want to face a far greater burden of traffic congestion than they endure already? And
do any of us want the scenic beauty and wildlife habitats of our incredible community to be sacrificed for ill-advised devel-
opment and personal profit? Once it’s gone, it’'s gone forever.

At this very moment developer Bradley Slama, in partnership with the Saucito Land Company, is seeking permits to turn
Tarpy Flats into a sprawling housing development. They want to jam as many as up to 1,300 homes, condos, and apart-
ments into this beautiful and irreplaceable wilderness habitat. The Monterey City Council and the Monterey County Super-
visors are doing nothing to stop this...in fact, shockingly, they have so far voted in its favor.

Nobody argues against the need for additional housing on the Monterey Peninsula. But we strongly argue that Tarpy Flats
is by far the worst possible place for it. Here’s why:

Consider: HWY 68 is one lane in each direction. It is the only commuting corridor between the Monterey Peninsula and
Salinas. HWY 68 was designed to handle 16,000 vehicles a day. It currently handles about 25,000 vehicles a day. This
proposed development would burden HWY 68 with thousands of more vehicles a day. (One estimate suggests a total
over 30,000 vehicles a day.) This increase would have a disastrous effect on our community’s ability to function, for locals
who depend on that commuting corridor and for visitors to the Monterey Peninsula. It would also interfere with access to
our airport, interfere with access to medical and other facilities at Ryan Ranch, and severely impede needed emergency
and other services along Hwy 68.

Consider: The HWY 68 corridor is at severe risk from wildfires. Adding any housing development along 68 will only
increase that risk to potentially catastrophic levels. Again, consider thousands of extra cars in this area. If an evacuation
is called for due to wildfire, do we want to see traffic absolutely gridlocked with cars trying to leave the danger zone as
happened in Southern California recently, where countless cars were abandoned to burn and then became a significant
obstacle to fire trucks and other emergency vehicles seeking access to the fire areas?

Consider: There is no infrastructure for such a development. No existing utilities. No sewer infrastructure. Even worse,
there is no water for any development of Tarpy Flats, let alone a possible 1,300 dwellings. We all know that water access
is a serious issue on the Monterey Peninsula, it is the most precious diminishing resource we have. Where do these de-
velopers and our local government officials expect the water to come from?

Consider: The Tarpy Flats site fails to meet California’s own guidelines for RHNA (Regional Housing Needs Assess-
ment) use. Development would violate Federal regulations protecting land such as this. Yet these developers are still
trying to push this plan through, and our local government representatives are helping!

Consider: Tarpy Flats is an unspoiled nature habitat. Wildlife of all sorts depend upon it for their very existence. Anybody
who cares about our local wildlife and the irreplaceable natural beauty of this incredible community we are all blessed to
call home will surely agree that developing this land would be a tragic and disastrous mistake.

IF YOU AGREE, PLEASE MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD:

a Go to our website SaveTarpyFlats.org and sign our petition. Add your name to the growing list of local residents
who demand that Tarpy Flats be permanently removed from consideration for any future development. This
land should be deeded in its entirety to the Big Sur Land Trust and officially designated a protected wildlife
sanctuary. Our website will also give you more detailed information about Tarpy Flats, the disastrous effects of
any proposed development, and the legal battle we’re facing to stop it.

Write polite but firm letters to local and State government representatives voicing your opposition to any
development of Tarpy Flats. Our website will provide those names and addresses. Hold them responsible!

DONATE! We need your help to pay necessary legal expenses to fight this development. So far only a handful of
local families have contributed financially. Now we need everyone’s help in order to succeed.

THANK YOU ALL for listening and considering our position.

Paid Advertisement
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Take control
ofyour
water use.

Smart flow meters can monitor both indoor
and outdoor water use. They measure water
down to a fraction of a gallon and can send
usage data to a cell phone app. Some can also
alert you through text or a web portal to leaks
or plumbing malfunctions.

Most smart flow meters can be installed
with no modification to existing plumbing.
Some models can be easily clamped to your
home’s incoming water pipe next to the shut
off valve.

$200 Rebate’

Smart flow meters can be purchased

online or from your local hardware store.

To receive a Smart Flow Meter Rebate, purchase
a qualifying device and submit the receipt and
rebate application to MPWMD, P.O. Box 85,
Monterey CA, 93940 or email the documents

to conserve@mpwmd.net. For details and
application form, see montereywaterinfo.org.

LEARN MORE ABOUT THESE TOP BRANDS:
Bluebot: bluebot.com

Flume: flumewater.com

Phyn: phyn.com

Flo by Moen: moen.com/flo

Alert Labs: alertlabs.com

SimpleSUB Water: simplesubwater.com

*Rebate up to $200 or actual cost if less.
Available only to customers of the Cal-Am
Monterey District and MPWMD.

* MONTEREY APENINSULA

WRFTER

MANAGEMENT DISTRICT

CALIFORNIA

AMERICAN WATER
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Sampognaro guilty, gets 23 years

By MARY SCHLEY

AFTER SUCCESSFULLY fight-
ing his murder conviction and getting his
case kicked back to the Monterey County
Superior Court, Joseph Sampognaro, 37,
last month pleaded guilty to lesser charges
and was immediately sentenced to 23
years in state prison as part of the deal.
He is already incarcerated at Salinas Val-
ley Prison, where he was
sent following his initial
conviction.

Sampognaro had been
found guilty by a jury in
April 2021 of first-degree
murder and several other
crimes following the Sept.
12, 2020, shooting death
of his father in a barn off
Laureles Grade during a
dispute over a Corvette. He
was arrested after leading
police on a dangerous car
chase that ended when he
crashed the Corvette in the
Carmel Highlands.

During a sentencing
hearing in July 2022, his
defense attorney, Tara Hig-
gins, provided letters from Sampognaro’s
aunts conveying the tragedy and trauma
of his childhood, including drug use and
abuse by his father and being abandoned
by his mother. She described the shooting
as “more of a crime of passion.”

Admonishment

But Monterey County Superior Court
Judge Mark Hood was mostly unmoved,
handing down a sentence of 47 years to
life in state prison and offering advice and
admonishment as he did so.

“Mr. Sampognaro, we’ve known each
other for quite some time, from this case

Joseph Sampognaro

and other cases. You frankly have done
enough to play this court and play games
with this court and play games before
trial and during trial and after trial,” Hood
said at the time. “You’ve been given a lot
of opportunities, and you’ve squandered
those opportunities.”

The judge told him his “performance”
in Monterey County Jail “has been poor,”
and that he should seek opportunities in
state prison to earn money
and improve himself.

“| agree with your fam-
ily. You’re very smart. You
know what to do and you
know how to do it,” Hood
said. “You just need to refo-
cus on where to do that.”

Ineffective counsel

Sampognaro’s attorney
later filed an appeal argu-
ing the conviction should
be overturned based on
allegations that jurors slept
during his trial and one of
his attorneys had a brief
affair with the courtroom’s
bailiff. Sampognaro also
alleged his trial lawyers
“were ineffective for failing to object to
prejudicial character evidence” that led the
jury to find him guilty of murder.

In November 2024, a California
Appeals Court panel that included 6th
Appellate District judges Adrienne Grover
— a former Monterey County Counsel and
Superior Court judge — vacated the jury’s
guilty verdicts of first-degree murder and
being a felon in possession of a firearm,
along with the “true findings” that he used
a firearm in the commission of a felony and
that he caused great bodily injury with a

See GUILTY page 24A

SENIOR
TALK

Staying Healthy!

2:00-3:30pm
at Cottages of Carmel

The Importance of Vaccinations
and their Preventative Measures VNA

Join us for this educational and informative talk
regarding vaccinations lead by Dr. Shoshauna Baer.

Thursday, September 25th

26245 Carmel Rancho Blvd, Carmel

Visiting Nurse Association

CENTRAL COAST
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BENION SERVICES INC.

With Great Pleasure, Dr. Susan Kubica
Welcomes the arrival of a New Associate,

KELLY L. REED, MD

Dr. Reed is a Board-Certified Internal Medicine
Physician and trained at UCSF. She will be
Accepting New Patients starting October 1, 2025.

She has been recognized as an exceptional physician
with the following Awards and Acknowledgements:

B Alpha Omega Alpha Honor Medical Society

B Patients Top Choice - Press Ganey Patient Satisfaction
Scores (Florida)

B Best Family Doctor - The Lebanon Reporter,
Boone County, Indiana 2016

B Favorite Family Physician - Sonoma Family Life
Magazine, Sonoma County 2012

Additionally, she has previous training in Radiation Oncology
1 . from U. of Texas, Houston.
A

Contact the Office of
Susan M. Kubica, MD, P.C., Concierge Internal Medicine
1000 8th St, Suite 101, Monterey, CA 93940
(831) 372-1188 phone or Office@kubicamedicine.com for an Appointment
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CUSD test scores show
progress since Covid

By LILY PATTERSON

ADMINISTRATORS AND school board members
seem happy, generally, with student performance through-
out Carmel Unified School District, now that results from
the 2024-2025 California Assessment of Student Perfor-
mance and Progress testing cycle are in.

California’s standardized test docket includes “Smarter
Balanced” assessments, which measure the literacy and
math skills of students in grades three through eight, and
11th graders. The California Science Test, added on in
2019, is administered in fifth, eighth and 11th grades.

“The biggest takeaway is that our students are doing
very well,” said Andrew
Rodriguez, a curriculum and
assessment coordinator with
CUSD who presented the
report to the education board

Good results

last Wednesday. In Ilteracy,
Comparing scores from math — for

2022-2023 through 2024- .

2025, Rodriguez said stu- $40K per pupll

dents have “pretty much
maintained excellence” in
the post-pandemic years.

District-wide, 73 percent of Carmel students are meet-
ing or exceeding state literacy standards for their grade
levels, according to their Smarter Balanced scores. Six-
ty-six percent are achieving math standards, a 3 percent
improvement since the 2022-2023 testing cycle.

Great by comparison

Sixty percent of students are meeting science standards,
up 2 percent over that same period. Unlike its math and lit-
eracy counterparts, the California Science Test is cumula-
tive, so students can be tested on science curriculum from
any previous year.

CUSD students report significantly higher standardized
test scores than many others in California, with a shock-
ing drop-off in nearby Monterey Unified School District.
In 2023-2024, only 39 percent and 24 percent of Monte-
rey students achieved passing scores in literacy and math,
respectively — which is dismal even compared to the
average student in California, who scored 47 percent and
36 percent on the same tests.

WHERE MONTEREY COMES TO PLAY

The Marina
Clué Casine
+ 1,500 SQ. FT. OF GAMING
+3 CARD POKER
BLACKJACK
TEXAS HOLD’}
PAI GOW
FULL BAR

1-800-GAMBLER EGR-000383 GEGR-000376 GEGR-00037;

04 CARMEL AVENUE + MARINA, CA + 831-384

2 -0925
WWW.CASINOMONTEREY.com

Superintendent Sharon Ofek commended Rodriguez
and his colleagues, saying more data — or, at least, better
access to it — is linked to overall improvement in student
performance.

“When I first arrived here in 2022, there had not been a
data presentation, or review of data, since maybe 2017 or
2018. To help rebuild the data muscle, our curriculum and
assessment team has really done a tremendous job meet-
ing with teachers, working with staff and administrators,

B N &
g TR

Open Sunday | 1-3

¥

Two homes. Two lots.
One exceptional opportunity.

4BD | 3BA | 3.074 SF | 9,663 SF Lot (Combined)

Tucked away in a little-known pocket of Carmel, this rare
opportunity awaits just moments from the beach and downtown.

DRE 01880765

staplesgannaway.com
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JUST MINUTES FROM
DOWNTOWN MONTEREY

Why travel when you can
play in your own backyard.

ILE PROVIDING EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE.

DRE 02127946

County 09/03/2025, C

helping get data into the hands of folks,” Ofek said. “You
can see the benefit and the impact of that. No matter how
minimal or large the outcome is, we are still trending in the
right direction in terms of student performance.”

While the numbers had one member of the board
“jumping for joy,” another was underwhelmed, given “a
lot of expectation in this district,” and name-dropping

See SCHOOLS page 26A

Palou 8 & 9 NW of Casanova | $5,850,000

Watch the Tour
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FEDS TAKE AIM AT ‘ROADLESS RULE,, PANETTA PUSHES FOR PROTECTIONS

By CHRIS COUNTS

THE PUBLIC comment period ends Friday for the
Trump administration’s effort to rescind the 2001 Road-
less Area Conservation Rule, which bans timber harvest-
ing and roadbuilding on 45 million acres of national for-
ests and grasslands — including 27,830 acres in Monterey
County.

While the Trump administration has launched an
aggressive agenda to promote economic growth, the
U.S. Department of Agriculture contends rescinding the
roadless rule is also needed to combat the growing risk
of wildfires, particularly in states like Utah and Montana,
where the majority of public land is restricted from road
development. The feds also say that more than half the
land targeted by the action experiences a high or very high
risk of wildfire.

According to Secretary of Agriculture Brooke Rollins,
the action “marks a critical step forward” in the adminis-
tration’s efforts “to restore local decision-making to fed-
eral land managers to empower them to do what’s neces-
sary to protect America’s forests and communities from
devastating destruction from fires.”

Economic growth
“This administration is dedicated to removing burden-
some, outdated, one-size-fits-all regulations that not only
put people and livelihoods at risk but also stifle economic

growth in rural America,” Rollins said. “It is vital that we
properly manage our federal lands to create healthy, resil-
ient, and productive forests for generations to come.”

But Bryant Baker of Los Padres Forest Watch called it
a “farce” that the administration is claiming to rescind the
rule in response to wildfires. While he said there will likely
be another opportunity for public comment, Baker urged
people to voice their views on the proposal.

“It is transparently about opening new areas of our pub-
lic lands to large-scale logging and other damaging activi-
ties that require permanent roads.” said Baker. “The public
has just a few days left to weigh in, and it is critical that
every voice is heard.”

The 27,830 acres in Monterey County that could be
affected by the new rule are on U.S. Forest Service land.
Los Padres Forest Watch shared a map that shows seven
distinct locations — most of them very remote, although
some of the land is near Tassajara Hot Springs and Arroyo
Seco Campground. “They are kind of on the fringes of
existing wilderness areas,” Baker observed.

Logging on the land seems unlikely, in part due to
rough terrain, but Baker said some pines exist there. How-
ever, that’s not his greatest fear. “Rescinding the roadless
rule may increase the likelihood for more drilling and min-
ing,” he warned.

Baker is also asking people to support the Roadless
Area Conservation Act of 2025, a piece of legislation
co-sponsored by Congressman Jimmy Panetta, who called

N\

Thinking ahead to the Holidays?
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Small Event
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Andy Nygard | 831-915-2863
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Haute Shelter Property Management Inc.
DRE # 02065719

One voice can be the

difference for a child or youth
in foster care. Be that voice.

Over 50 local children

are waiting.

Become a

CASA volunteer.

casaofmonterey.org

831.222.3965

S0) %

CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN

CASA OF MONTEREY COUNTY

PHOTO/LOS PADRES FOREST WATCH

More than 4 million acres throughout California, including the land
shown here, could be impacted by the rescinding of the Roadless
Rule.

the rollback of protections for roadless areas “a serious
threat to our environment and wildfire resilience.”

Ventana alliance

The Ventana Wilderness Alliance also urged its mem-
bers to voice support for maintaining the roadless rule.

“The roadless rule is under threat, and with it, protec-
tions for national forests,” the group, which protects fed-
eral land in Monterey County, said on X. “If eliminated,
wild areas in national forests across the nation — includ-
ing those in Los Padres National Forest — could face
roadbuilding and logging.” The group urged the public to
submit comments that emphasize how the roadless rule
“protects watersheds and wildlife habitat, limits wildfire
risk and provides opportunities for recreation.”

To make a comment, visit federalregister.gov and
search for roadless rule public comment.

HEAD AND NECK PAIN

A CHIROPRACTIC MESSAGE
from Dr. Steven MacDonald, D.C.

Dr. MacDonald’s specialty is the Cervical Spine
and Skull alignment. The skull and the cervical spine
(Cranial-Cervical segment) must be in alignment to
keep the rest of the body in balance. This section of the
spine houses and protects the most important area of
the central nervous system-the brain and brainstem.
There are also so many life forces housed here, often
called the mouth of God where the skull meets the
cervical spine. The nervous system, Cerebral spinal
fluid, circulatory system must be able to flow freely
here to keep us healthy. Head and neck injuries and
stress can misalign this area and interfere with these
systems. Old and new injuries can hurt this spinal
alignment and then be the cause of many of the symp-
toms people have today and distort posture later in
life. Headaches can occur, balance problems, middle
ear problems, neck and shoulder pain, mid and low
back pain, poor memory, brain fog, blurred vision,
speech, mood, depression, numbness and tingling,
constipation, Fibromyalgia and Chronic Fatigue. Cra-
nial-Cervical misalignment can hurt every system in
the body. It’s not something to take lightly.

The NUCCA UPPER CERVICAL system of chi-
ropractic can gently and specifically treat the Crani-
al-Cervical spine to be of help to all problems people
can experience. This treatment can also correct full
spine, pelvis and leg length imbalances.

The NUCCA chiropractic care entails a 3- dimen-
sional x-ray evaluation and analysis to determine spe-
cific spinal misalignment measurements, so that the
proper gentle adjustment can be given.

The goal of treatment is to offer relief from the
problems many experience. Treatment can help a
person be healthier and more active. This care should
be part of any other care one receives for their health

care.

Dr. Steven MacDonald,

Chiropractor
Board Certified * NUCCA *

831.375.9528

718 Lighthouse Ave., Suite A,
Pacific Grove
www.drmacnucca.com
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‘Animus, disdain’ toward
White employees sparks lawsuit

By KELLY NIX

A LONGTIME employee of a national
security company on the Monterey Penin-
sula claims senior managers at the business
made a concerted effort to push out older
White male workers in favor of non-White
worker, and that he was fired

A year later, he said, he was notified his
job position was being eliminated and that
his last day would be Sept. 25, 2024, but
that he was directed to train the younger
female worker on his work responsibili-
ties. After superiors falsely accused him of
having a second job toward the end of his

stint at the company, he com-

for that reason.
Erik Gregory, 55, says

in a lawsuit filed Aug. 20 A concerted
in Monterey County Supe- effort to push

rior Court that there was a

calculated practice by man- out White male
agement of Peraton, a large employees over
corporation with an office ’
in Seaside, to push out the age of 40

older White male employ-

plained to an administrator
about the “ongoing harass-
ment,” but nobody was held
responsible, according to the
suit filed on his behalf by
Los Angeles law firm Shege-
rian & Associates.

He also alleges that when
he went on medical leave
in 2021, his manager “fre-

ees. Gregory worked at the
company for 21 years. Peraton purchased
Northop Grumman’s IT and support ser-
vices for $3.4 billion in 2021.

In 2019, Gregory said that two female
supervisors “openly expressed their ani-
mus and general disdain toward White
male interview candidates,” and that a
change in management in 2020 prompted
a shift in working conditions.

“Specifically, Gregory began to witness
concerted efforts by management to push
out White male employees over the age of
40, only to subsequently replace them with
less-experienced non-White employees
under the age of 40,” he claims.

‘Disparate treatment’

In late 2023, he said he was “removed”
from a project he’d worked on for nine
years and that managers put a “far less sea-
soned female in her early 30s” in the role
to replace him.

“Gregory complained about this dispa-
rate treatment,” but the manager “failed
to take any action to address or otherwise
investigate this complaint.”

quently bombarded” him
with work-related job requests, which he
said also amounted to harassment.

Emotional distress

Gregory, who additionally names
Northrop Grumman, three female Pera-
ton employees and Veritas Capital Fund
Management, LLC, as defendants, alleges
wrongful  termination,  discrimination
based on his race, age and sex, hostile work
environment, retaliation, failure to accom-
modate his disability and other claims.

He said he’s suffered humiliation,
emotional distress, mental and physical
anguish, and loss of income, and is seeking
an undisclosed amount in damages, includ-
ing punitive damages, exceeding $35,000.

A spokeswoman for the Virginia-based
Peraton told The Pine Cone via email this
week that the company does not comment
on litigation but that it is “committed to
providing a workplace that is inclusive,
respectful, and compliant with all applica-
ble laws.”

The case is set for a Jan. 6, 2026 case
management conference in Monterey.

r
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Judie@TheProfetaTeam.com = www.TheProfetaTeam.com

% CARMEL REALTY COMPANY IL
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Meals on Wheels
Community Center
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wheels turning.’

As a nonprofit organization that delivers freshly-prepared hot meals throughout Monterey
County, we love the small hometown feel of Pinnacle Bank. Our professional banker,
Jennifer Kuyper, has been involved with our organization for many years and is

truly dedicated to supporting our mission in the community.

- Melizza Camacho, Carly Burgess, Chase Ewing,
Jacob Shafer, Isaiah Cortright, and Angela Holm

Meals on Wheels of the Monterey Peninsula

Serving Monterey, San Benito
and Santa Clara Counties.

@m n|t='Dmi’c SBA Preferred Provider
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PINN/\CLE BANK

PREMIER BUSINESS BANKING VALLEY TO VALLEY

(888) 485-7050 e www.pinnacle.bank
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Film festival puts focus on bringing more Hollywood to county

By CHRIS COUNTS

JUST MONTHS after Gov. Gavin Newsom signed a
bill to boost film and television production in California,
the Carmel International Film Festival is hosting a panel
talk Oct. 5 at the Circle Theatre on how tax incentives can
lure Hollywood to Monterey County.

The festival, which debuted last year under the leader-
ship of Lawrence Roeck and Annette Anderson, is set for
Oct. 2-5.

Titled “Preserving the Industry in California,” the
talk features Kerri Wood Einertson from the California
Film Commission. She will be interviewed by Roeck and
Anderson. The talk centers around bringing more movie
and TV studio production to the county.

Anderson, a television professional with more than two
decades of experience in film development, production
and marketing, told The Pine Cone the local area offers an
extraordinary setting for film and television productions.
“Knowing what goes into choosing locations, there’s no
place that looks like the Monterey Peninsula,” she said.

Anderson also sees potential in creating a tax incen-
tive program at a county level and encouraging hotels and
restaurants to offer discounts to attract the industry.

“That can have a significant impact on film budgets,”
she said. “That can create a significant savings.”

Tax breaks

The benefits to the local economy could be major,
she suggested. She noted that when Roeck filmed “The
Forger” in Carmel in 2009, the production injected $2 mil-
lion into the local economy. She also observed that when
Roeck filmed “Diablo” in Canada in 2015, he received a
30 percent tax rebate.

In June, Newsom signed the Film & Television Tax
Credit Program, which will spend $750 million annually
for five years to attract film and television production cli-
ents. “California’s iconic entertainment industry drives
economic growth in communities all across our state,”
Newsom said. The California Film Commission, which
administers the program, said the spending could create as
many as 5,500 jobs.

Two months after Newsom signed the bill, the film
commission reported that 22 television projects “are set
to generate an estimated $1.1 billion in economic activity
and employ 6,500 cast and crew across California.”

Meanwhile, the Carmel film festival is seeking

volunteers and offering an enticing perk — if you work a
three-hour shift, you get an all-access pass to the festival
for the day. Workers are needed to staff concession stands,
work as ushers and the like. To volunteer, visit ciffest.com
and follow the link in the upper left corner.

Board member resigns, district seeks replacement

By KELLY NIX

AMY ANDERSON, who since 2020 has served on
the Monterey Peninsula Water Management District board
of directors, has stepped down to focus on her health.

At Monday’s water district meeting,
general manager Dave Stoldt said that
Anderson, who served Division 5, would
not be returning to her position. Anderson
informed the agency Sept. 12 of her res-
ignation. She explained to The Pine Cone
why she stepped down.

“I resigned because for the last 11
months I’ve been in cancer treatment —
surgery, chemo and radiation,” Anderson
said.

Besides having to attend a lot of doc-
tors’ appointments, Anderson said the
treatments have made her tired and that
keeping up with the demands of the water
district board was difficult.

“I thought it needed someone’s full
attention, and I couldn’t give it that,” she
said.

Anderson said that when she ran for a
second term last fall, she had not yet been diagnosed.

Working with the water district has been “fantastic”
and a great experience, she said.

“I was very impressed with the senior management and
all the staff I interacted with,” Anderson explained. “It was
also a lot of work. I liked working with my board col-
leagues and regret that I had to leave.”

Nicole Eileen Chrislock, daughter of Ronald
and Pamela (Furman) Chrislock of Pacific Grove,
wed Rodd Joseph Hiserman, son of Jerry

and Debbie (Glenn) Hiserman of Prunedale, on
September 19th, 2024, in San Juan Bautista.

This week, they celebrate

their one-year wedding anniversary.

Amy Anderson

The wedding, which took place in the garden at Jardines de San
Juan, was a lovely late-summer affair. The couple's wedding
colors were marigold, honey, and saffron. The reception was
decorated with zinnias, feverfew, yarrow and dahlias. Dinner
and dancing was held outside under the rising full moon. The
bride was escorted down the aisle by her mother. The bridal party
consisted of Mrs. Sara (Ziel) Reid, Mrs. Carli (Cullen) Silva,
Mrs. Lauren Mazza, Ms. Kristin Scheidt, Ms. Haley Meyn, and
Ms. Kari Scheidt. The bride honored her late best friend, Ms.
Kelly Mayone, who was named her heavenly maid ofhonor. The
groomsmen consisted of Chad Burkleo, Dalton Irmini, Thomas
Foster, Michael Bailey, Cody Dillard, and Daniel Anguilm.

YOLANDA MOYA
Certified Nursing Assistant

Services Provided:
Transportation = Medication
Meal Preparations -

Personal Assistant Needs -

24/7 Care -
831-247-9646

Reminders

Companionship
Light Housekeeping - Hospice Care

and more

Over 31 Years of Experience
Excellent References

Anderson said she’s still an ardent supporter of Public
Water Now, the group that has long advocated for a gov-
ernment-owned and operated Monterey Peninsula water
system. She voted with her colleagues in October 2023 to
move ahead with the acquisition of Peninsula utility Cali-
fornia American Water, a private company,
through eminent domain.

Stoldt praised Anderson’s time on the
water district panel.

“Amy was a great asset to our board,”
Stoldt told The Pine Cone. “As both a
trained scientist and an accomplished
musician, she brought a keen mind and
a broad set of skills to understand and
act upon our Monterey Peninsula water
challenges.”

Anderson was elected in 2020 and
reelected in 2024, and her term was to end
in 2028.

The water district said it will accept
letters of interest and statements of quali-
fications from residents of Division 5 until
Friday, Oct. 10, at 5 p.m. If the district gets
qualified candidates, the board is expected
to decide on an appointee at the Oct. 20
board meeting, or it may call a special board meeting to
fill the seat.

Division 5 includes Carmel, Carmel Valley, Laureles
Grade, Monterra, Tehama and Carmel Highlands.

Board chairman George Riley said Anderson was a
“valuable and trusted voice of reason” on the panel and
was “well prepared to participate in all the issues facing
the board. Her positive attitude and representation of Car-
mel Valley will be missed.”

The person selected to replace Anderson for Division 5
“may choose to run in the Nov. 3, 2026, general election
for the then-remaining two years of the term,” the district
said.

Interested candidates are asked to submit letters of
interest and statements of qualifications via email to sara@
mpwmd.net or drop off their credentials at the district’s
offices at 5 Harris Court, Bldg. G, in Ryan Ranch.

STREET CLOSURE NOTICE

CARMEL WOMAN'S CLUB
On Saturday, September 20, 2025,
9th Avenue (San Carlos to Dolores)
will be closed from 8 am to 7 pm
for the Centennial Celebration, featuring

music, food, classic cars, and exhibits.
Event: 12 pm to 4 pm

PROCEEDS BENEFIT THE WOMEN TO WOMEN
SCHOLARSHIP FUND. FOR TICKETS VISIT:

carmelwomansclub.ticketspice.com/cwc
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P.G. council spends more on roundabout

By KELLY NIX

THE PACIFIC Grove City Council
Wednesday night approved the pursuit of
more money for a proposed roundabout.

The council voted to direct city staff-
ers to begin working with the Transpor-
tation Agency for Monterey County to
increase funding in preconstruction costs
by $137,961 for the so-called Cedar, Sun-
set and Congress Intersection Project. The
extra funds will be used to continue prepar-
ing a design engineering evaluation report
for the roundabout and improvements to
nearby streets.

The council also decided to discuss at a
future meeting a request by the consultant
GHD for an additional $340,000.

Councilmen Paul Walkingstick and Joe
Amelio were absent from the meeting and
did not vote.

While the roundabout has its support-
ers, only opponents addressed the council
Wednesday.

Resident and former city councilman
Dan Miller said the consultant’s analysis
should include more information, includ-
ing how much it could cost taxpayers to
purchase private property through emi-
nent domain for the roundabout. GHD has

Generations of trust,
one floor at a time.

For decades, we've been the trusted choice
for quality flooring on the Peninsula, bringing
style, durability, and comfort to homes just
like yours. With expert guidance, exceptional
customer service and a wide selection of premium
brands, we help you find the perfect flooring
for your space. Whether you're updating a
single room or renovating your entire home, our
commitment to craftsmanship ensures beauty
and reliability for generations to come.

Hardwood. Carpet. Vinyl. Laminate & More

414 Adams Street | 831.394.2700

arpetca[avarg

identified 20 stakeholders.

Andy Kubica also had questions about
potential costs and asked why the city did
not have a timeline to start and complete
the project. “Is it two years or five years
before we start cutting dirt?” he asked.

Longterm effort

Councilman Chaps Poduri responded
to citizens’ concerns that the roundabout is
many years off.

“Any infrastructure project is a long-
term endeavor to begin with,” Poduri said,
noting that some of the preliminary work is
undergoing a streamlined Caltrans process
that will save time and money. “I’ve seen
many that have been going on for decades
now.”

He also asked public works superinten-
dent Daniel Gho if the consultant would
“ask for more money” for future work.

“There will be more asks for money,”
including for the next phase of the project,
Gho said.

The council, in a 4-3 vote in July 2024,
OK’d a roundabout at the intersection, a
project estimated to cost at least $8 million.
Of the $5 million allocated via a 2016 bal-
lot measure, about $1 million has already
been spent.
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Laguna Seca gets more time for master plan

By MARY SCHLEY

THE FRIENDS of Laguna Seca — the nonprofit that
took over management and operations of the raceway and
the surrounding recreation area in August 2024 — received
permission from the Monterey County Board of Supervi-
sors Tuesday to spend another year developing its facility
master plan and business plan for the 552-acre property.

According to the concession agreement signed by the
Friends group and the county in July 2023, the nonprofit
was required to present a facility master plan within a
year of the contract becoming operational, a deadline that
arrived on Aug. 1, 2024. The master plan is “intended to
reflect the contractor’s long-term vision for alterations,
additions and improvements” to the premises and to
include a short-term capital improvement program to be
completed over a five-year period.

The group is also compelled to undertake a sound
study, which is underway.

‘Multiple challenges’

“Friends of Laguna Seca has faced multiple challenges
since taking over that have delayed completion of the
required update, plan and study,” Monterey County Parks
Chief Bryan Flores said in his report for the board Sept.
16. “Entering into the operational phase of the agreement
in the middle of the major event season, having multiple
management and staffing changes, completion of urgent
repair projects, and discovery of unknown deficiencies
and issues with infrastructure have all impacted the com-
pletion of the facility master plan.”

DEBBY BECK

GROUP

BROKER ASSOCIATE
8319159710
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- Assistance with Cognitive Changes
- Medication Reminders

- Geriatric Care Management

- Community Resources Assistance

- Pet Care Assistance, and much more..

He said the Friends group is assessing significant long-
term infrastructure needs, developing the branding and
aesthetic that will help Laguna “stand out in the highly
competitive event and destination market,” and determin-
ing ways to maximize revenues for continuing success.

The meeting also served as the nonprofit’s required
annual update. Ross Merrill, president of the

“While we’ve been doing restoration projects, there’s
discovery and evaluation, and we’re also operating the
track on a daily basis,” he said. When the raceway isn’t
hosting major events, it’s used for track days, and the
surrounding recreation area, including campgrounds and
shooting ranges, are always busy with cycling, hiking,
events and other activities.

See TRACK page 27A

Friends of Laguna Seca’s board of directors,
said after completing the transfer of power
from the county and former GM John Nari-
gi’s group, “we hit the ground running and
doing all the things a proper business does.”

Among them was hiring motorsports vet-
eran Mel Harder as president and CEO of
Laguna Seca.

At the meeting, Harder outlined the infra-
structure work and aesthetic improvements
that have been undertaken so far, including
new asphalt in key corners to improve drain-
age, new fencing and updated safety barriers.

“Our first mission was to protect the race-
track,” he said. “We added a lot of asphalt,
repainted the circuit, restored barriers and
added better protection for these cars that are
traveling over 200 mph.”

Other improvements include upgrades to
the restrooms, suites and garages, new land-
scaping, and a $1 million overhaul of the
scoring tower to show video feeds and other
information. All told, the group has spent
$3.2 million on capital work so far.
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Seaside, CA 93955
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There may be no more famous turn in motorsports than Laguna Seca's signature
Corkscrew, which received a layer of asphalt over the formerly dirt shoulder as
part of recent track improvements.
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Painting stolen right off the wall
at Deetjen’s restaurant in Big Sur

By CHRIS COUNTS

A BELOVED painting that was long
displayed in Deetjen’s Big Sur Inn has
been stolen, not only triggering an effort
to recover it, but bringing attention to the
mysterious artist who made it.

The theft happened after closing Satur-
day and before the inn’s restaurant opened
for breakfast Sunday.

Nichols said he battled mental health
challenges, and he discovered art brought
him peace. “He found art was his savior,”
she added.

Hard work
Many locals knew Choley through his
landscaping work, not his creative talent.
He seemed to prefer manual labor to the
business of art because he

The  painting, which
hung in the dining room for
decades, depicts an old red
barn perched on a hillside of

old fence in the foreground.
Unfortunately, nobody has

it, in part because the low
lighting in the restaurant isn’t

‘More than

golden grass with a rickety anything, We
want to put it

turned up a good image of back on diSpIay’

was often busy with the for-
mer, despite the opportunity
of the latter to provide much
greater compensation. He
could often be found clear-
ing brush or unclogging
culverts — despite his age.
This no doubt puzzled many
of his friends and neighbors,
some of whom painted and

very good for photos.

While many extraordinary artists have
lived in Big Sur over the past century,
arguably none is more highly regarded by
locals today than George Choley. A gifted
painter who shunned fame and fortune,
Choley lived in Big Sur for decades before
passing away in 1998 at 74. He left behind
a treasure trove of paintings — along with
few details about his life besides the joy he
brought people through his art.

‘Most loved

“It’s probably safe to say that he is the
most loved Big Sur artist of all,” said Mag-
nus Toren, director of the Henry Miller
Library and a longtime friend and neighbor
of Choley’s.

Sula Nichols said Choley first came to
Big Sur in the 1960s before settling there
part-time in the 1980s, when he was gifted
a small cabin on Partington Ridge so he
could have “a free place to do his art,” she
said. “He came to Big Sur as young man,
fell in love with it and later came back.”

recognized his immense tal-
ent as an artist.

The inn’s CEO, Matt Glazer, told The
Pine Cone that the theft shook employees.
He also noted that nothing else was stolen.

“It was the only thing out of place,” he
reported.

In response to the theft, Deetjen’s is
“having conversations” about beefing up
its security, Glazer said. The restaurant’s
walls are filled with art, antiques and
mementos from Big Sur’s past — includ-
ing two other paintings by Choley. It’s fair
to say the dining room is part restaurant
and part museum.

Glazer said the painting was gifted
by Choley to the inn’s founder, the late
Helmuth Deetjen. He added that the restau-
rant plans to reach out to the public with
news of the stolen painting. The theft was
reported to the Monterey County Sheriff’s
Office.

“More than anything, we’re interested
in getting it back and putting it back on dis-
play,” he said.

X f
@&Qu??%d

\ HANA
GARDENS

FALL SALE

September 20th-27th

Roses,
select
furniture,
fruit trees

¥

Del Rey Oaks
899 Rosita Rd,
Del Rey Oaks, CA 93940
831-920-1231

Seaside
1177 San Pablo Ave,
Seaside, CA 93955
831-393-0400

Breakthrough Men's Community Workshops

Change begins here.

Our next men’s workshop begins October 22
v Proven Program, Powerful Results

v Transformative, Lasting Change

v Deep, Lifelong Friendships

plinlla

Register Today | 33:5'5;

B4 =--r=.s-
': — s_ﬁ’,i;;., i

831.375.5441

FFE

»5%

,,:5: :5
gy
ooy i 3

HH

WE

K [ PR,

s s'es Ba mernowomon  Sses

www.breakthroughformen.org




THREE-COURSE
EARLY MENU

SERVED FROM 4:30 to 6:00 DAILY* | $49 PER PERSON

CHOICE OF SOUP OR SALAD

ABALONE BISQUE
Madeira wine, bacon, chives

MONTEREY BAY CLAM CHOWDER
Cherrystone clams, fresh thyme, Yukon gold potatoes, tomato cream base

CLASSIC CAESAR SALAD

locally grown romaine lettuce, garlic anchovy dressing

HOUSE SALAD
iceberg lettuce & organic baby mixed greens, tomatoes & croutons
with your choice of balsamic, blue cheese, Louie, candied garlic dressing,
or lemon-dijon chia seed dressing

CHOICE OF ENTREE

ROASTED MAINE LOBSTER TAIL, 70z. (add 25)
drawn butter, sweet comn & red pepper succotash, fondant potato

BISTRO PRIME STEAK, 8oz.
garlic Yukon Gold potatoes, broccolini, veal demi-glace

GRILLED WILD KING SALMON FILLET
quinoa, sautéed spinach, lemon-dill beurre blanc sauce

PRAWNS SAMBUCA
a classic Sardine Factory favorite, sautéed prawns, garlic, fresh herbs,
sambuca-lemon-butter sauce on fresh capellini pasta

CHOICE OF DESSERT

TIRAMISU
our unique combination of ladyfingers, mascarpone cheese, rum,
Drambuie & Kahlua dusted with cocoa on raspberry sauce

CANNOLI SICILIAN
cinnamon & chocolate chips in sweet ricotta cream
cheese filled house made pastry shell

OUR FAMOUS CLASSIC CHERRIES JUBILEE
rich vanilla bean ice cream, flamed warm black cherries,
cinnamon, Kirschwasser
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Council OKs big street paving contract

By MARY SCHLEY

DRIVERS WORRIED about losing
their transmissions as they enter town via
the pothole-laden section of Ocean Avenue
owned by Monterey County will be happy
to hear the Carmel City Council last week
approved a contract with Coastal Paving
& Excavating Inc. for nearly $2.8 million
worth of sidewalk and road repairs, includ-
ing that section.

The county and the Transportation
Agency  for Monterey

San Antonio between Fourth and Eighth,
including the busy intersection at Ocean
and San Antonio.

Many more are slated for the less expen-
sive process of micro-surfacing, including
segments of Dolores, Monte Verde, Sixth,
Flanders Way, Guadalupe, Santa Fe and
others.

‘Spend it all’
Pedestrians familiar with Carmel’s
tricky sidewalks might be glad to know
some of them are on the over-

County will reimburse the
city for the segment run-

ning from Carpenter Street Four months
to Highway 1, according to and $2.8M

a cost-sharing agreement

signed by city and county to fix key
city roads

officials in June. The county
committed to chipping in
$400,000, with the balance
of $243,705 coming from the

haul list, too, like the west
side of Junipero between
Sixth and Ocean, the north
side of Sixth between Lin-
coln and Dolores, the south
side of Sixth between Mis-
sion and Junipero, and a
couple of corners.

“We’re asking for a 20
percent contingency due to

county transportation agency

in a deal approved by its board of directors
Aug. 27, project manager Javier Hernan-
dez said Sept. 9.

“This collaboration underscores the
city’s leadership in regional infrastructure
planning and reaffirms its commitment to
delivering high-quality, community-fo-
cused transportation improvements,” he
said.

Long list

The winning contractor among the five
that submitted bids — which ranged from
Coastal Paving’s low of $2,315,315 to
Monterey Peninsula Engineering’s high of
$3,256,386 — has a lot of work to do.

Among the streets set to be repaved
are Santa Lucia between Dolores and Rio,
Sixth between Guadalupe and Carpenter,
Monte Verde between Fourth and Ocean,
Torres between Second and Fourth, and

the magnitude of the project
and potential added scope, since we have
a need for additional streets to be paved,”
Hernandez told the council. “The total for
this contract would be $2,778,000.”

The work is anticipated to take about
four months.

Hernandez also acknowledged that a lot
of the city’s sidewalks need work and said
a full inventory of the trouble spots will be
completed soon.

No one objected to the scope or the
spending.

“l want you to spend the whole budget,”
councilman Bob Delves commented.

Former councilwoman Karen Ferlito
said she is pleased to see such improve-
ments on the horizon and suggested visi-
tors be advised and residents be reminded
of how much better the city’s streets are

See STREETS page 26A
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STRETCHING STUDIO
$59 50-minute Intro Stretch

or $39 25-Minute Intro Stretch

Run, don't walk to Stretch Labs. | have a great
chiropractor as well as an amazing massage therapist
but Stretch Labs beats them both. My low & upper back
ache from too much home maintenance really slows me
down and can even interrupt my sleep. Stretch Labs’
assisted-stretch sessions reach all the places that are
many times missed by other wellness providers. Try them
out. I'm fortunate | did. - Paul F. in Carmel by the Sea
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THE SARDINE FACTORY | 701 WAVE STREET, MONTEREY
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26135 Carmel Rancho BI., #£105, Carmel, CA
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Vistra battery tests ‘reassuring’

B Removal of damaged
batteries about to begin

By KELLY NIX

TESTING OF soils around the Moss
Landing power plant, where a large fire
occurred Jan. 16 at the Vistra Energy bat-
tery storage facility, indicates there has
been no widespread contamination from
the disaster, an official for the county
said this week during a meeting that also
addressed the sensitive process of remov-
ing the batteries damaged in the blaze.

At the Monterey County Board of
Supervisors meeting Tuesday, county envi-
ronmental health official Nicki Fowler said
Phase 1 of a Moss Landing community
sampling plan is complete. A consultant,
Terraphase, collected 108 soil samples
from 27 locations near the facility and
analyzed them for metals associated with
battery fires, including lithium, cobalt and
nickel.

Fowler called the results “reassuring.”

“The preliminary sam-

2 MONTERRA RANCH

ESTATE PROPERTY // 114 ACRES ACROSS 2 LOTS // $5,200,000

since shortly after the January fire, Fowler
said.

Many people who live and work near
the Vistra plant had complained of health
issues. Several lawsuits have been filed
against the Texas-based energy company
and other parties.

Hazmat suits

Meanwhile, Lynn Keller with the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, which
is managing Vistra’s battery removal, went
over the process of extricating batteries
from the burned building, which was heav-
ily damaged and housed 100,000 battery
modules, each of which weighs about 200
pounds.

The integrity of the batteries themselves
is also a concern, she said.

“They have structural engineers on site
to make sure they can get the batteries out
safely,” Keller said.

It will likely take to the end of 2026 to

See VISTRA page 26A

pling that has been com-
pleted has not showed
indication of widespread
contamination,” Fowler
told the supervisors.

Terraphase also con-
ducted “split sampling,”
meaning it tested soil sam-
ples and had another com-
pany’s lab test the same
samples. Fowler said offi-
cials reviewed the results
and found only slight
differences.

The results of the sec-
ond phase of community
sampling, which tested
water and sediment, 1is
expected to be released in
October. The results of both
phases will be included in a
preliminary report on the
risks to humans and the
environment that’s set to be
released later this year. The
document is expected to
say whether further mitiga-
tion measures or additional
sampling are necessary.

Air monitoring in the
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This twisted debris is the result of a large fire that occurred in Janu-
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WATER

From page 1A

“l want to encourage the planning commission to rec-
ommend a revised proposal that will allow our village
to beautify and meet the various needs of property own-
ers,” she said, adding that the district, which is overseeing
the Pure Water Monterey project and its expansion, has
already said it will allocate even more water to any juris-
diction that needs it.

“l strongly support providing water for people to do
projects that support the general plan and the local coastal
program, and that includes various residential projects,
minor commercial projects and municipal projects such as
the police department remodel and public restroom expan-
sions,” she said.

Strong Foundations
Personal Connections

Our local Relationship Managers provide
personalized service and trusted guidance,
building strong foundations for your future.

Visit us or reach out today to experience
banking that’s truly personal.

MONIEREY
COUNIY
BANK

montereycountybank.com

THE SPA BOUTIQUE

Kathy Torres
SVP, SBA Manager
831-233-7013

“There is no reason to hold back and call water ‘a great
restraint’ at this point,” she added.

In fact, the only real constraint is a state-imposed mor-
atorium on new Cal Am Water hookups that prevents peo-
ple from having meters installed, according to Locke, and
the agency is working to get that restriction lifted.

“The water district will be filing in the next month to
have that moratorium lifted with the state,” she said. “We
expect a decision in early 2026.”

‘Live happily’

As an aside, she mentioned that people who purchased
water from Clint Eastwood’s Mal Paso allocation were
exempt from the moratorium, which is why several houses
have been built on vacant lots that were formerly waterless.

The city’s water, however, is not available for purchase,
it’s only for distribution as decision-makers see fit.

“We need to be able to live happily in our homes, not
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just to plan for housing that will never occur,” she said,
referring to the priority given to projects that solely include
deed-restricted low-income units.

“I see no reason to be conservative, and | would like to
allocate all the water,” commissioner Erin Allen agreed.

“What bothered me about this resolution was arbitrarily
allocating 3 acre-feet to a very specific category which is
problematic because it has deed restrictions,” LePage said.

As a result, the planning commission voted 4-0 to rec-
ommend the city council add 3 acre-feet to the category
for low-income and very-low-income housing, earmark 6
acre-feet for a new category combining single-family and
multifamily housing, allocate 2 acre-feet for commercial
uses, and designate the remaining 3 acre-feet for munic-
ipal projects.

The commission also said the allocations should be
reviewed annually and changed if needed. Commissioner
Stefan Karapetkov was absent.

Augustina’s fined for
selling illegal fur

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

TRACY ODLE, owner of Augustina’s in downtown
Carmel, has been fined $150,000 for selling new fur prod-
ucts, a violation of the California Fish and Game Code,
Monterey County Chief Deputy District Attorney Emily
Hickok said Wednesday. The investigation began after
someone filed a consumer complaint with the state.

The law was enacted in response to concerns about
animal cruelty in the fur industry and took effect on Jan.
1, 2023. It contains some exemptions, including for reli-
gious, tribal and cultural items.

“Even despite her actual knowledge of the ban, Odle
continued to advertise and profit off of her sale of new fur
products such as coats and hats made of fox, mink, sable
and beaver,” in her stores and online, Hickok said.
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PRICES

From page 1A

twice what they are in the country. The state also has the
highest income and sales taxes in the nation, the most
expensive gasoline and skyrocketing electricity rates.

All that is to say there were a lot of areas for Sacra-
mento lawmakers to target if they wanted to bring down
Californians’ cost of living. But of the 2,350 bills intro-
duced this session, only a small fraction dealt directly with
the issue of affordability, and lobbyists say some legisla-
tion could drive prices up instead of down.

Thumbs down from grocers

“There was a call for affordability at the beginning of
this session, and unfortunately, some lawmakers didn’t
quite get that memo,” said Grace Becker, a spokesperson
for the California Grocers Association.

California has the highest grocery prices in the con-
tinental United States, and this year the U.S. Bureau of
Labor Statistics reports those prices went up 3.4 percent.
Becker said if some lawmakers had had their way this ses-
sion, prices could have gone even higher in the new year.

The lobbyist pointed to two pieces of legislation, one

Robert Rivas

Gavin Newsom

that would have added staffing requirements and restric-
tions to self-checkout statewide and another that would
have eliminated store loyalty programs that offer custom-
ers discounted prices. Both bills moved pretty far along in
the process before failing to cross the finish line.

The grocery business is tough, with store owners realiz-
ing an average profit of 1.6 percent on food sales. In order
to drive prices down at the checkout counter — or even
stabilize them — grocers need the cost of doing business
to drop. Labor is the biggest expense, with fuel and energy
prices a close second.

Eleventh-hour energy deal

Lowering prices at the pump and curbing escalating
electricity rates were priorites for lawmakers this session,
although those issues arose at the last minute.

Last Tuesday, with just days to go before the Friday
deadline to pass laws for the year, Rivas held a closed-
door meeting with State Senate Pro Tem Mike McGuire
and Newsom to hash out a set of proposals to address ris-
ing energy costs. They didn’t reach an agreement until the
wee hours last Wednesday, passing the six-bill deal on Sat-
urday after lawmakers extended their session by an extra
day to get it through.

The bill package marks an easing of the crackdown on
gasoline refiners and allows for a lot more oil production
in California — a major shift for the governor, signaling
admission that decades of overregulation have contributed
to soaring gasoline prices.

California drivers fill up on the most expensive gas-
oline in the country, paying 43 percent more than the
national average, and prices are set to go higher over the
next year as refiners make good on their promises to leave.

Two refineries, Phillips 66 in Southern California
and Valero in the San Francisco Bay area, have already
announced closure plans within the year. Sacramento
insiders say the energy deal won’t be enough to keep refin-
eries that already made closure plans but could help Cali-
fornia retain its remaining producers.

While fuel costs are certainly part of the affordability
crisis, impacting everything from food prices to fillups,
the energy package does more to stop future bleeding than
provide immediate relief at the pump.

Electricity rebates

One change Californians will see right away is a change
on their electricity bills. The state has led the nation in rate
hikes and has the highest rates in the lower 48 states.

As part of the energy package, California is integrating
its power grid with those of other Western States to miti-
gate power shortages and bring down costs. The package
also provides an extra $3 billion in climate credits, which
consumers will see on their bills as rebates.

The rebates are expected to go up by $10 to $30 a
month when customers use the most electricity. That may
not sound like much, but it’s something in a state that
has the nation’s highest “supplemental” rate of poverty.
That rate, according to the U.S. Census Bureau, shows
that when you factor in living costs, California has the

highest population of impoverished people. The latest
data, released last week, show nearly 7 million Califor-
nians are living in poverty.

Taxes and fees

Lawmakers are celebrating the fact that they did not
add any new taxes on individuals and families this ses-
sion as another example of living up to their affordability
pledge.

What they’re not mentioning is that members intro-
duced legislation this year that would have added $16 bil-
lion in annual taxes and fees in other areas.

Not all of those bills passed, but the ones that do
become law will make life more expensive.

“Ultimately, the consumer pays more anytime there are
fees being passed down,” said David Kline, spokesperson
for the California Tax Foundation, which conducts annual
reports on bills that impose new taxes and fees.

Over the last nine months, there have been bills to
authorize everything from increased sales taxes in several
major areas of the state — including Monterey County
— to adding new fees for plasma donation sites and data

centers.

The hallmark of the year of affordability was the
overhaul of the California Environmental Quality Act,
or CEQA, something former Gov. Jerry Brown once
described as “the Lord’s work” but never managed to
achieve.

In June, legislators made it happen, enacting laws to
exempt urban infill housing from CEQA and limiting the
use of the environmental law in litigation to stop or slow
housing development.

It’s a huge change for the state and one pro-housing
YIMBY groups say is long overdue. But seeing the results
from the overhaul in the form of lower housing costs will
likely take years, and for current homeowners, it won’t do
anything to bring down their monthly expenses.

Polling was a big factor in making 2025 the year of
affordability. The results of the presidential election told
Democrats that cost of living was a make-or-break issue.

While it’s unlikely Democrats will lose their superma-
jority in Sacramento if their promises don’t materialize,
Newsom'’s presidential hopes could hinge on being able to
say he made the Golden State affordable again.

Carol Crandall Broker/Owner | 831.236.2712
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Montellese Chiropractic
& Pelvic Rehab Clinic

We offer many pain management and rehabilitative

techniques, in a gentle comprehensive, tailored approach.

Now scheduling for
BOTH Monterey and
Carmel offices!

Dr. Christopher Montellese, Dr. Kristina Woodhall-Montellese and
Dr. Dustin Nagai have practiced for over 17 years, specializing in
pain management and rehab of joint and musculoskeletal pain.

Dr. Kristina also specializes in Pelvic Floor Rehabilitation,
working closely with local Urologists, OBGYNs, and Midwives.

Pelvic Floor Rehab treats painful symptoms with Bladder pain, Incontinence
or leaking urine, Constipation, painful intercourse, Prolapse, symptoms
following prostate surgery, Sacral or Lumbar pain.

Montellese Family Chiropractic & Pelvic Health and Rehab Clinic
Monterey Office: 550 Camino El Estero = Carmel Office: 301 Mid Valley Center

Montellese
Chiropractic &
Pelvic Rehab Clinic

(831) 655-3255

www.montellesefamily.com
www.PelvicTherapyMonterey.com
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STATION

From page 1A

took effect in September 2014 which, to protect aquifers,
neighborhoods and wildlife from being contaminated,
requires owners and operators of gas stations to perma-
nently close any underground storage tanks with sin-
gle-walled components. It set a Dec. 31, 2025, deadline.

Leak detection
“Underground storage tank systems which do not have
secondary containment and a continuous leak-detection
system that have not been permanently closed by the reg-
ulatory due date are out of compliance, cannot be operated
and could be red-tagged by the Unified Program Agency

or the State Water Resources Control Board, preventing
fuel deliveries and dispensing,” the board says. “Penalties
for systems out of compliance are $500 to $5,000 per day
per underground storage tank.”

The work was briefly halted by the city due to the lack
of a permit, but building official Jermel Laurie said every-
thing was cleared up to ensure the work would be done in
time.

“The county health department had issued a permit for
the removal of the gas tanks that the state mandated, and
Andy had reached out to the building department in good
faith before starting the work,” Laurie explained. “Unfor-
tunately, he and | never got to connect.”

After speaking with Hill and his contractor, the stop-
work order was lifted and the building permit was issued.

“The mandate from the state to remove the tanks before
the end of the year, the possibility of rain — although low

— and the necessity to remove any possible ground con-
tamination were several factors for expediting the permit,”
he explained. “The contractor that was hired specializes in
the removal of these types of tanks.”

Laurie said his department’s main concerns were doc-
umenting the type of fill that will be used and obtaining
documentation of the removal of any contaminated soils.

“Carmel is designated as an area of special biological
significance by the state,” he said.

“The designation carries stricter regulations to ensure
protection of the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctu-
ary. Although redundant, I wanted to ensure that the city
has the same records as the county due to the sensitivity of
the environmental factors.”

According to Giem’s permit application, the proj-
ect involves removing and recycling 90,000 pounds of
concrete.

TRIAL

From page 1A

Public defender Jigar Patel did not offer any evidence
on behalf of Geisen, and Butler ruled that there is “suf-
ficient cause to believe the defendant has committed the
offenses charged.”

In court again Sept. 10,
Geisen re-entered his plea
of not guilty to the charge
of “willful deliberate and
premeditated murder,” and
denied the enhancement of
using a knife — which, in
the event of a guilty ver-
dict, could add time to his
sentence — and Butler
notified him and the attor-
neys that the case must go
to trial by Nov. 10, since
Geisen opted not to waive
the time limits imposed on
criminal proceedings.

She scheduled a pretrial
hearing for Oct. 8, with a
jury calendar call set for
Oct. 29 and the trial to begin Nov. 3.

Geisen remains in Monterey County Jail on $1,015,000

Donel Geisen

AMAZON

From page 1A

remarkable precision,” Amazon’s website states.

Its first fully autonomous mobile robot “effortlessly
navigates carts of packages to our outbound dock so they
can be loaded into trucks, while safely moving around
employees in open spaces,” the business said.

A developer sold the property, a former agricultural
field, to Amazon for $40 million.

Upgrades to roads

One of the routes to get to Highway 101
southbound from the Monterey Peninsula is
to travel through Spreckels from Highway
68, then to Harris Road and Abbott Street,
where the freeway on-ramp is located.

But the warehouse will also likely
mean a steady stream of delivery trucks in
that area, which could exacerbate traffic
impacts. Salinas has said Amazon is pay-
ing for improvements intended to mitigate
problems for motorists.

The company “will be required to fund
the improvement to convert the Highway 68
westbound ramps and Spreckels Boulevard
intersection to an all-way stop,” the city
said. “This improvement will be completed

Harris Road and Abbott Street will be widened, there
will be traffic signal upgrades, utilities will be buried, and
new sewer, water and storm drain lines will be installed
along Harris. A metering signal on the southbound Abbott
Street on-ramp to Highway 101 will be installed to control
the rate at which vehicles enter the freeway.

“All of these conditions are intended to help prevent
traffic impacts on neighboring businesses and industries,
particularly the neighboring agricultural businesses, as a
means to avoid congestion and disruption to the flow of
traffic” in the area, Salinas said.

PHOTO,/AMAZON.COM

bail. Meanwhile, Monterey County Sheriff’s records indi- before the warehouse and distribution facil-  These bright green robots, which look like large Roombas, help fulfill orders at an

cate the Geisens’ home has been burglarized twice. ity can be opened.”

opportunity
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- Judy Guzman Krueger
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Horse dies after rodeo mishap at fair

By KELLY NIX

OFFICIALS HAVE confirmed that a
horse died during a Mexican-style rodeo at
the Monterey County Fair late last month.

The death of the gelding occurred fol-
lowing an Aug. 31 accident at a perfor-
mance by Fiesta Del Charro, a competition
with charros, or traditional Mexican horse-
man, at the fairgrounds.

“During the Fiesta Del Charro event at
the Monterey County Fair, a horse slipped
and fell,” a Monterey County Fair official
told The Pine Cone. “The arena safety
crew quickly and carefully restrained and
moved the horse into the livestock care

unit to transport for further examination.
Unfortunately, the horse succumbed to his
injuries.”

The event was held by Flying U Rodeo,
which is a “contracted partner” of the fair
and a separate entity from the Monterey
County Fair & Event Center, the official
explained.

The Marysville-based Flying U Rodeo
company is a family-operated business
that “has been the heart and soul of Cot-
ton Rosser and his family for more than 60
years,” according to an online description.

“A Flying U Rodeo is more than just
timed events or roughstock events, it is
entertainment at its best,” the business said.

Carmel Reads The Pine Cone

SUSAN ‘SUSIE’ MARY BLANDIN MONTGOMERY

Susan “Susie” Mary Blandin Montgomery took off on her next big adventure
early Wednesday morning, Aug. 8, 2025, right after hearing her favorite song,
“San Francisco” by Scott McKenzie. She was peacefully surrounded by her loving

family.

She faced her greatest fear — early-onset
Alzheimer’s — with grit, grace and her
signature sharp wit. While the rest of us said
it “wasn’t fair,” Susie never did. That just was
not her style.

Gifted with a sense of adventure, a love of
people, and an indomitable spirit, you never
really knew what to expect from Susie. And
that’s just the way she wanted it.

Born in Atlanta, Georgia on June 2, 1952,
to Capt. Sherman W. Blandin, USN (Ret.),
and Virginia (Jorgenson) Blandin, Susie
proudly earned the title “Navy brat,” much
to her beloved parents’ chagrin. When her
father retired from active duty in 1967, the
family eagerly returned to Monterey — a
place where their hearts had quietly belonged since one of her father’s earliest
academic assignments at the Naval Postgraduate School.

The late ’60s and early '70s were a time of exploration for Susie. There is most
likely an FBI file with her name on it. Her children definitely found short shorts
in her closet and plenty of photos flashing the peace sign. Around this time while
cruising Alvarado Street, Susie met her future husband, John Montgomery.

Always up for adventure, Susie tackled motherhood in the '80s with the same
passion she brought to every part of life. As amom, Susie was devoted, occasionally
chaotic and absolutely unforgettable. She nurtured her children’s every step and
advocated for them fiercely. Her kids’ friends called her their second mom. Her
nieces and nephews adored her. If you needed someone in your corner, Susie was
there — armed with snacks, sass and unsolicited advice.

While wearing many hats, Susie took pride in working hand-in-hand with her
husband building custom homes. As life grew, so did Susie. She explored organized
religion. When she realized that her path might be different, she segued into love
and acceptance, always guided by her own convictions and deep compassion for
others. Her final career was owning an antique store, though the real treasure
was always her ability to connect with people ... knowing people, understanding
people and helping people. Her garage is still full of treasures, and her heart was
always full of hope. Her famous quote, “everyone is just being the best person
they can be” will always irritate her children ... even if they know she was probably
right.

Susie’s most cherished role was being “Mimi” to her beloved granddaughters,
Charley and Harper. She was their partner in mischief — buying them wetsuits
at age 5 so they could “surf” Lovers Point, or hopping the Monterey trolley
just because it was free and they liked to wave at strangers. Susie wanted her
granddaughters to have her adventurous spirit. Enjoying every moment was a
rare gift that she encompassed with every step. Susie didn’t teach Charley and
Harper to be bold and curious — she showed them.

Susie leaves behind her cherished husband of 48 years, John Montgomery; her
son, Jason Montgomery; her daughter, Jenna Larkin; and without a doubt her
favorite child (son-in-law) “honey” Jake Larkin. Susie’s “daughter of her heart”
Melanie Sheriff and grandson Chase Sheriff held a special place in her heart, as
did her BFF, Sandy French. Susie adored and was so proud of each of her nieces
and nephews.

Left to continue the family legacy are sisters, Laurie Blandin and Sara Boyns
(Casey), with whom she shared a lifelong, unbreakable bond — part sisterhood,
part best friendship and all heart. She also leaves her brother, Jim Blandin, who,
along with her sisters, will carry on the Blandin traditions and keep the family
close.

Please honor Susie by smiling when you think of her. Share a story with a stranger.
Pet a dog. Say yes to a spontaneous adventure.

VFR SEL — Clear

A celebration of life is set for 2 to 4 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 20 at the large
barbecue area at Carmel Valley Community Park, 25 Ford Road.

No tears, just great stories, champagne and dessert!

JAMES (JIM) SHAKAL

James (Big Jim) Shakal, 89, of Carmel Valley, California, passed
away at his home Sunday, Sept. 7, 2025.

Jim was born in a small house on Mother's Day, May 10, 1936,
in Salinas. At the time, this part of East Salinas was called “Little
Oklahoma" although his parents were from Wisconsin. He was the
fourth son of Joseph T. and Martha Shakal.

In 1937 the family moved to a 750-acre ranch in Doyle.
Unfortunately, Jim's mother passed in 1942 due to complications
from a pregnancy.

In 1944, Jim’s father decided to take a job on an oil rig in Venezuela
and put his three sons in a welfare home in Salinas. Jim’s oldest
brother, Buddy, had already passed at the age of 5 from a scorpion
bite in 1929 on land in Arizona they were homesteading.

In 1948 Joe moved his family back to the family farm in Edson,
Wisconsin and he married Christa Eslinger in 1949.

Jim joined the National Guard when he was just 15. After getting
kicked out of high school for bringing alcohol to a school dance,
he joined the Air Force where he was stationed in England and
Germany. And as he would tell you, “The girls in England spoke
English but the beer in Germany was cold.”

After being discharged from the Air Force in 1958 he made his way
out to Seaside in 1959.

He lived “the good life” with his buddy, Amos Eslinger, racing his
'57 T-bird at the Salinas Airport and getting flipped out of his 16-ft.
Javelin boat.

In 1963 Amos and Jim took a road trip in his T-bird to Hollywood to
visit distant relatives, Barbara Endvick and Brenda Eslinger. Brenda
had just arrived in Hollywood after receiving luggage as a high
school graduation gift from her parents. As the story goes, the first
words Brenda heard Jim say were: “Where's the God damn beer?”
It wasn't exactly love at first sight. But in 1964 Jim offered Brenda
a ride back to Wisconsin for Christmas. Before heading East, they
stopped in Monterey to visit friends and Brenda never went back
to live in Hollywood.

They were married June 12, 1965, at Sacred Heart Catholic Church
in Edson, Wisconsin.

They moved to Carmel Valley in 1967 where they raised their three
boys, Trampas, Joe and Kurt. When the boys were adults they
found out they had a sister named Cori who lives in Reno. Cori
became a major part of their family along with her three sons.

In the mid-'70s Jim became active with Carmel Valley Little League
and became president for several years. At some point they
decided to build a second field and this was named after him. This
was not without some controversy as Jim was arrested for dumping
cement blocks into the river behind the field in order to avoid
future flooding. The original Jim Shakal field sign is now located on
the southwest wall at the Carmel Valley Historical Society building.

A lifelong mechanic and owner of several shops on the Monterey
Peninsula, Jim retired in 2003. Soon thereafter he became a
member and president of the Carmel Valley Kiwanis, receiving the
honorable “Double Yolk” award this past year. During his tenure he
helped build and maintain the Kiwanis train which was a fixture at
the Carmel Valley Fiesta for many years.

Jim was predeceased by his wife, Brenda Kay (Eslinger) Shakal;
parents, Joseph Terrence and Martha A. (Neisius) Shakal; brothers,
Joseph (Buddy) Terrence Shakal, Jr. and Donald Terrence Shakal.
He is survived by his brother, Glenn Thomas Shakal and sister-in-
law, Winnifred (Pfaff) Shakal; his four children, Corrine Dunn, James
Trampas Shakal, Joseph Howard Shakal, Kurt Charles Shakal and
five grandsons, James (Jimmy) Allen Dunn, Jack Gerard Dunn, Jay
Alexander Dunn, Aiden James Shakal and Wesley James Shakal.

The family requests that all flowers and notes be sent
to 53 La Rancheria, Carmel Valley. A Catholic Mass will be recited
for Jim at 10 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 27 at Our Lady of Mount
Carmel, with a celebration of life immediately following.
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DAVID HUSBY
Aug. 18, 1943 - Jan. 8, 2025

David Husby was born in Tacoma, Wash. to Arlee and Gorden Husby. David’s
parents divorced and remarried when David was just a young boy. Soon David
began spending his summers in Stanwood, Wash. with his stepmom, Winnie, and
his dad, while school years were spent in Tacoma with his mother and stepdad
John. David’s immediate family grew to
include two younger brothers living in the
two respective households. David was very
proud of his Finnish and Norwegian heritage.
Great-grandparents from Norway were early
homesteaders in his hometown of Stanwood.

David was a natural athlete who loved
playing basketball and baseball. He
played high school and college basketball
in Tacoma, Bellingham and Seattle, Wash.
David's passion for sports was matched with
his brilliant and curious mind. After pursuing
a B.S. degree in physical oceanography,
David went to work with the U.S. Coast
Guard oceanographic unit in Washington,
D.C. The Coast Guard asked David Husby
to speak at the International Symposium on
Oceanography in Hawaii in 1968. Husby
served as field party chief on an oceanography study in the Bering Sea for
the Coast Guard. Husby returned to University of Washington, a married man
and father of two young daughters, and earned his M.S. degree in physical
oceanography. The young Husby soon welcomed his son, born in Seattle in 1971.

It was in 1972 that David Husby, his wife and three young children moved to
the Monterey Peninsula. Husby began his career of more than 25 years with
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and the Pacific
Fisheries Environmental Group (PFEG) in Monterey and Pacific Grove. Among
countless PFEG projects, he focused on California’s El Nifio and the influences
on nearshore oceanography and neritic fish populations. Husby’s productive
scientific career took him around the globe and included research in air-sea
interactions and ecosystems studies from the Arctic to the Antarctic. Though
California became his forever home, he had deep roots in the Pacific Northwest.
He cherished his many trips to Washington to connect with family and lifelong
friends.

David Husby embraced living on the Monterey Peninsulq, raising his young family
and volunteering for local non-profits and service organizations. David was a
longtime member of the Carmel Mission Kiwanis. He volunteered and delivered
meals for Meals On Wheels Monterey Peninsula for more than 40 years! David
was an avid outdoorsman who spent many summers camping and fishing with
his children. David eventually relocated to Pacific Grove, after his divorce. David
found love with Barbara Hamilton and the two married and lived happily together
with their many beloved pets. After retiring, Husby set up a woodworking shop
in the couple’s home. David could often be found at the weekly P.G. Farmer’s
Market selling his lathe-turned exotic wood pens and other handmade wares.
Full of life, with a hungry mind — David was happiest engaged in his various
hobbies: watching sports, reading four-five books at a time or cooking big pots
of hearty soups for his family. At the time of his death, David was surrounded by
his loving family.

David is survived by his wife, Barbara Hamilton; daughter, Lisa Husby (John
Chappell); son, Jon Husby (Suzanne Husby); brothers, Gordon Husby (Kimberly
Husby) and Rick Barello (Sherry Barello); granddaughter, Ellis Solon-Husby and
many cousins, nieces and nephews. David was predeceased by his youngest
daughter, Laurie Solon-Husby.

There is no memorial service planned. Donations can be made
to World Central Kitchen, a favorite charity of David Husby.

Pool party to raise $$ for CHS
students to attend film contest

By CHRIS COUNTS

TO RAISE money for 14 members
of the Carmel High School Film Club to
attend a film and broadcasting contest in
Tampa Bay, Fla., in February, 2026, the
Carmel Valley Youth Community Center
will be the setting for a pool party Satur-
day at 5:30 p.m.

The money raised will help pay for
transportation, food and lodging, Carmel
High teacher Brian Granbery said.

“We need to raise about $14,000,” said
Granbery, who teaches film broadcasting
and video production. “The sooner we
raise the funds, the cheaper it will be for
our flights, and the easier it will be to book
our lodging.”

Food from Teriyaki Madness will be
a highlight, along with music from, Con-
trolled Burn, a rock band that features
Cachagua firefighters.. “It will be a great
way to close the summer,” Granbery said.

The cost is $15 for students and $25 for
others.

Part of what’s known as the 2026 Stu-
dent Television Network Convention, the

film contest challenges student teams from
more than 150 high schools in the United
States and beyond to produce a news
broadcast or music video under a very tight
deadline.

Stiff competition

“It’s a really cool opportunity,” Gran-
bery said. “They work together as a team,
and they really bond during the experience.
They must move quickly, and the adrena-
line gets pumping — it’s exciting. The
competition is very stiff and gets tougher
every year.”

Besides competing against students
from other schools, the Carmel High
kids will attend workshops and seminars.
When the contest is done, all the students
will gather for a glitzy awards ceremony.

Carmel High’s film club has partici-
pated in the national convention annually
since it was formed five years ago. Each
of the 14 students attending the convention
is taking advanced film and broadcasting
classes.

Carmel Valley Youth Community Cen-
ter is located at 25 Ford Road.
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JODEE KREBS
March 25, 1931 to Sept. 2, 2025
Pacific Grove
94 years

JoDee Halbersleben was born in Provo, Utah and enjoyed a
childhood riding horses with her best friend, Suzie. She lived
with her parents, Joseph Carl and Susan Verona, along with
her siblings, Bob and Helen. She moved to California to attend
San Jose State University where she majored in mathematics
and met her future husband, Bill Krebs.

JoDee and Bill Krebs lived a good life together on the Monterey
Peninsula. They raised four children: Steve, Cal, Karen and Jeff
and were dedicated grandparents to Lindsay, Roy, Stephanie,
Kaitlin, Emma, Owen, Cy and Will. JoDee was happy to love
her great-grandchildren, Sloane, London, Truman, Hayden
and Holly and to know that baby Tenaya is on her way to join
the family later this year.

Many of you knew her as your elementary school teacher. She
was fun and fair. She and Anna Panetta taught together for
decades and had a most amazing professional and personal
partnership — a true sisterhood. We'd like to think they are
sharing some more time together now, laughing and full of joy.

She was a patient wife, supportive mother, dedicated
grandmother and a selfless, giving friend who had an amazingly
consistent positive outlook on life.

Bill and JoDee asked that their ashes be commingled and then
released in Monterey Bay near Lovers Point.

We will meet at Lover’s Point to celebrate their lives.
Please join us at 1 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 25
at Lovers Point and then from
1:30 to 4 p.m. for a reception
at 700 Jewel Ave., Pacific Grove.

If JoDee was your kindergarten teacher, neighbor,
favorite aunt, or just that really nice person you knew,
we would love to share some stories with you!
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CHARLES THERRIEN

Known as “Charlie” to many friends and loved
ones, Charlie passed away on Sept. 12, 2025, at
the age of 82. He is survived by and missed dearly
by his wife of 57 years, Judy; and daughters,
Kristen and Lara. He was preceded in death by
his infant daughter, Keri, in 1976.

Charlie was born in 1943 in Pittsfield, MA and
completed his bachelor’s and master’s (1965)
and his Ph.D.
in electrical
engineering at MIT (1969). He pursued
acareer teachingand advising graduate
students at the Naval Postgraduate
School in Monterey from 1981 to 2007.
Charlie was a gifted musician who
played bass trombone, tuba and guitar.
He was also a skilled photographer
and writer. Charlie published three
textbooks on statistical and digital
signal processing and served on the
leadership of the Asilomar conference
on “Signals, Systems and Computers.”

Charlie lived his last six years with
Parkinson’s disease, but even so,
over the last two years he attended
more classical and bluegrass music
performances than one can count.

In lieu of flowers, memorial gifts
in his name can be made
to the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology.

Let us help you pay tribute to your loved one with
an affordable obituary in The Carmel Pine Cone.
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CRISTINA A. BIEGEL

\X/ith deep sadness, we announce the sudden passing of Cristina A. Biegel
on Aug. 28, 2025, after a life rich in professional accomplishments,
community activities and the profound joy she found in her roles as
daughter, sister, wife, mother and grandmother. Her unexpected death
sent shock waves through the Monterey County legal community.

Cristina Almada was born on
Christmas Day in Los Angeles,
the daughter of Lou Almada —
affectionally known to all as
“Papa Lou” — and Ligia Davila
Almada, lovingly called “Mia” by
family and friends. From her
earliest years, Cristina was known
as ‘Tina” and her boundless
energy and excitement about
life was infectious to her many
schoolmates and friends — first
in grammar school at Saints
Felicitas and Perpetua Catholic
School in San Marino, and later at
the Ramona Convent Secondary
School in Alhambra. Tina has
remained in contact with
many of these friends sharing
special moments and reunions
throughout the years.

Tina began her college studies
at Santa Clara University and,
after one vyear, transferred to
Mount St. Mary’s University
Los Angeles, where she earned a bachelor’s degree in English. She later
completed a second bachelor’s degree, in psychology, at UC Santa Cruz,
before beginning graduate studies at the University of Michigan. Though
her interests were wide-ranging, Tina always returned to her love of
English literature and language. She spent a lifetime writing and journaling
her thoughts and experiences.

In the early 1970s, while working as a social worker for Los Angeles County
and caring for her 20-month-old son, Brandon, Tina met a young public
defender whom she often recalled was “interesting.” That young attorney,
Larry Biegel, fell in love with both Tina and Brandon. Through a series of
serendipitous events, the couple decided in 1975 to marry, leave Southern
California, and settle in Carmel where they would go on to share 50 years
of an amazing marriage, which included the birth of a second son, Jacob.

After both children had grown and gone off to college, Tina embarked on
a second career: to become a lawyer — and a terrific lawyer she became. In
1998, she and Larry established a legal partnership, the Biegel Law Firm in
Monterey, representing clients in both civil and criminal litigation.

As Tina matured in her profession, she chose to focus exclusively on criminal
law. In doing so, she embraced a deeply humanistic approach — one she
likely cultivated during her time as a social worker in Los Angeles. She saw
the good in each of her clients, regardless of the charges they faced, and
spent countless hours seeking a positive outcome for them. Whether it
was helping someone enter a drug or alcohol rehabilitation program or
advocating for psychological counseling, Tina was unwavering in her belief
in second chances. This steadfast support and faith in her clients often
became a powerful motivator, encouraging many to make the issue they
faced in the criminal justice system their last. As one former client wrote
after learning of her passing, “She played such a crucial role for me during
a very difficult time in my life. Meeting Tina was the silver lining to an awful
set of circumstances.”

Her personal life was defined by her deep commitment to her children and
grandchildren. Her sons, Brandon and Jacob, married remarkable women,
both of whom Tina embraced as daughters. Brandon’s two children, Riley
and Olivia, were constantly in her sights, whether she was cheering Riley
on his budding tennis career or watching Olivia grow into a lovely |2-year-
old, with whom she shared a love of shopping adventures. Carrying on the
family tradition of nicknames, they both addressed her as “Pony.”

Tina was an avid tennis player, a devoted walker and hiker, an amazing
gardener, a talented cook and someone with a keen eye for style — both
in dress and in decorating. This creativity extended beyond the home
which she and Larry built, and into her writing life. In the last three years,
alongside her ongoing law practice, Tina joined two fellow fiction writers in
a collaborative effort to support one another’s work. During this time, she
worked tirelessly on her debut novel, “Passing Through.” On the morning
of her death, Tina called out to Larry as he was leaving for work: “| just
finished the novel — all 260 pages of it!” As a tribute to Tina’s creative spirit,
Larry, along with her writing partners Joyce Sherry and Nikki Erhlich, plan
to ensure that the book is published.

Tina is survived by her husband of 50 vyears, Larry Biegel; her sons,
Brandon Kirsch of Carmel (Jenny) and Jacob Biegel of Oakland (Anna);
two grandchildren, Riley Kirsch and Olivia Kirsch; Tina’s beloved brother,
Charles Almada of Seal Beach (Beatriz); and her especially loved nephews,
Anthony Aimada of San Clemente and Andy Almada of Temecula (Carolyn)
along with their children, Ava Aimada, Alexa Bearce, Taylor Almada and a
cousin, Carol Davila of San Diego, with whom she maintained a lifelong
relationship.

A Mass of Christian burial will be celebrated to honor Tina
at the Carmel Mission at 10 a.m. on Monday, Sept. 29, 2025.
In lieu of flowers, the family asks that contributions in Tina’s name be
made to Rancho Cielo, 710 Old Stage Road, Salinas, CA 93908.
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The vagueness doctrine

WE ALL grew up hearing the old saw that “ignorance of the law is no excuse,”
but just a few years ago, the Supreme Court held that nobody can be punished for
breaking a law that isn’t easy to understand.

Writing in 2019 for the majority in Johnson v. United States, Supreme Court
Justice Neil Gorsuch observed that “a vague law is no law at all,” and emphasized
that criminal laws must be written with “sufficient definiteness that ordinary people
can understand what conduct is prohibited.”

The law in question in that case was a federal statute that defined a “crime of vio-
lence” as “an offense involving a substantial risk that physical force against a person
or property of another may be used in the course of committing the offense” — lan-
guage that failed to provide clear guidance on what people weren’t allowed to do,
the Supreme Court said. According to Gorsuch, such vagueness violated due pro-
cess because it left ordinary people unable to understand what behavior could lead
to enhanced criminal penalties, thereby inviting arbitrary enforcement by judges,
prosecutors and juries.

No similar ruling has been made in land use cases, but it sure ought to be. As
many people who have waded into the permit process in California have learned at
the pain of great expense and mental anguish, the incomprehensible complexity and
inherent vagueness of state laws like CEQA and the Coastal Act make them impos-
sible to follow. And when you layer on top of them the myriad rules imposed in
cities and towns to protect vague concepts like “community character” and “historic
integrity,” while avoiding significant impacts to everything from aesthetics and bio-
logical resources to public services and recreation, you have a situation where, as we
have pointed out before, not even the greatest team of well-intentioned experts oper-
ating with an unlimited budget would be able to design a project guaranteed to get a
permit — not even for a single-family home or a small or mixed-use or commercial
building. In some towns, it can be a nightmare to hang a sign or replace a window.

To make the situation worse, even when you’ve gone to all the trouble to submit a
set of plans for approval that you and your experts believe conforms to all applicable
laws, it can take years to find out if you’re right.

Which brings us to Patrice Pastor. After six years in the permit process and mul-
tiple revisions to a mixed-use project he wants to build at Seventh and Dolores, last
week Pastor was sent back to the drawing board by the city council with instructions
to revise his plans to, as reported by our Mary Schley, “include more parking and
move the landscaping to ground level.”

According to the city council, during numerous earlier reviews and approvals of
his proposals by the city’s planning staff and planning commission, Pastor had been
told the wrong things.

Councilmember Hans Buder said there was a lot he liked about Pastor’s project,
but he nonetheless found it failed to fulfill what the law required. In analyzing the
program that allows developers to pay fees in lieu of providing the required number
of parking spaces, Buder said Pastor’s project doesn’t meet the standards to qualify
and suggested his plans could be reconfigured to provide the required number of
spaces.

And as for the proposed landscaping, Buder said, “We have a situation where
we’re putting the landscaping on the roof because staff had misinterpreted this
requirement and fed it to the planning commission.”

The plantings must be “visually accessible” to the public, Buder said.

But if all those things are true, why weren’t Pastor and his architect told about
them six years ago? Obviously, parking and landscaping aren’t subjects that defy
objectivity, and except for gross indifference at city hall, there’s no reason that park-
ing and landscaping rules can’t be written, as Gorsuch said, with “sufficient definite-
ness that ordinary people can understand what conduct is required.”

Meanwhile, efficiency, not to mention basic fairness, dictate that important deci-
sions be made by the person with the power to make them — not an underling with
no authority or credibility. And if the underling who isn’t trusted to make important
decisions is nonetheless authorized to make them, his decisions should stand unless
there is some overwhelming need for them to be overturned. How much, after all,
should a poor bastard seeking a permit have to suffer just because the people at city
hall can’t agree on what they’re doing?

In Pastor’s case, no such necessity exists. If he built his project just the way it’s
currently designed, would Carmel be ruined or its future citizens suffer because he
didn’t quite have the parking or landscaping on his property “right”?

We hardly think so. After all, many buildings in downtown Carmel — including
quite a few considered to be irreplaceable parts of the town’s character — have no
landscaping or parking at all.
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Letters

to the Editor

The Pine Cone encourages submission of let-
ters which address issues of public importance.
Letters cannot exceed 350 words, and must
include the author’s name and home town. We
reserve the right to determine which letters are
suitable for publication and to edit for length and
clarity.

The Pine Cone only accepts letters to the
editor by email. Please submit your letters to
mail@carmelpinecone.com

Time for a recall
Dear Editor,

In my last letter to the editor, I said that
members of the Carmel City Council have
lost touch with the needs of its residents
and businesses. They’ve made it extremely
challenging and expensive to do business
with the town, from simple tasks, to com-
plex projects.

Alissandra Dramov has proved that she
is no longer in touch with Carmel’s needs
nor its residents. Her votes at the recent
special council meeting reflects that obser-
vation. She is the member I feel should
face a recall vote.

I do recognize that this individual is
passionate about the city. The issue I see
is currency with the direction and pulse of
the village at this place in time.

The pulse of the community, regarding
her treatment of Patrice Pastor, was shame-
lessly ignored at the recent meeting when
she again voted against every aspect of

measures in front of her. At least one could
argue Hans Buder, and less so Jeff Baron,
was aware of, and took into account, some
level of the community’s wishes. Not so
with Dramov.

A recall is one way to give a tangible
voice to the residents.

How does one do it? The state guide-
lines are as follows: File a “Notice of
Intention” to circulate a recall petition.
Have 30 proponents support said notice.
Submit/serve/file and garner approval of
the notice. Gather valid signatures of reg-
istered Carmel voters (25 percent of 2800
voters or about 700). Do all this in 60 days
from the date of the acceptance of the valid
number of signatories.

I’m committed to making a change ...
are you? I think it is time.

Tom Dunham, Carmel

‘Stubborn things’
Dear Editor,

It’s disheartening to see Carmel getting
dragged into the “choose your own adven-
ture” approach to facts that has so degraded
civic life at the national level.

Parking is just one example, raised
during the recent appeal of the JB Pastor
project on Dolores Street near Seventh
Avenue. Contrary to the misinformation
being spread, the bar for a project to avoid
providing on-site parking is extremely
high. In fact, no project has qualified for
the “in lieu” parking fee alternative in over
22 years.

The municipal code is clear: to be
exempt from providing on-site parking, a

See LETTERS page 264
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An expert in making ‘the best’
of the clothes on our backs

WHEN PACIFIC Grove Clean-
ers closed after 97 years, Sue Baek, who
owns DiMaggio’s Classic Cleaners with
her husband, Steve, said she felt the loss
personally.

“We were technically competitors, but
we helped as much as he needed. It was
only two employees, plus Randy, who is
just the kindest man,” said Baek who, a

Great Lives

By LILY PATTERSON

few years ago, noticed clothing had begun
to pile up in the windows of the dry clean-
ing business Randy Uchida’s family had
owned for nearly a century. She and Steve
offered to lighten his load.

When Uchida closed the business in
2023, he approached the couple with an
offer that was more like a gift.

“Randy said, ‘I have a lot of longtime
customers, and I’m sending them to you
now. | know you’ll do a good job,”” she
said. “Now, they have become our loyal
customers, and their families and spouses.”

Surprisingly, fewer than 10 dry cleaners
still serve the Monterey Peninsula. Many
have closed over the past decade, accord-
ing to Baek, since “nowadays, more people
wear casual clothes.”

‘Bright future’

Neon signs in the window indicate that
DiMaggio’s offers the holy trinity — dry
cleaning, alterations, wash-and-fold —
right off Central Avenue in Pacific Grove,
with the spacious American Tin Cannery
parking lot at customers’ disposal. The
only convenience lacking is a drop-box,
which Baek has never seriously consid-
ered. It would be just too imper-
sonal, after more than 20 years
of service.

“Most of our customers have
become our friends. We dis-
cuss our kids, our families, and
share our lives, good and bad.
We have clients who come in
every week just to talk. | some-
times feel like their daughter, or
granddaughter,” said Baek.

In 2001, the Baeks pur-
chased DiMaggio’s, with no
experience in the trade. They
moved to P.G. from nearby
Santa Cruz, where they met
and married after Baek had
followed her older sister from
Seoul, South Korea.

“My plan was to attend
school in Santa Cruz, like my
sister. She’s five years older,
and she saw the bright future in
this country. As kids, we didn’t
get fancy clothes or anything,
but my parents always said,
“You have to get a good educa-
tion,”” recalled Baek.

Her mom worried *“a lot”
— not least when Baek sacri-
ficed her student ambitions for

motherhood. The new parents had two
sons, James, then 6 months, and Denny, 4
years, when they took over DiMaggio’s.

Steve, who had run a liquor store for
some time, “decided to do something he
could be proud of. And the hours were so
long, and we both wanted a business where
we could spend time with our family,” said
Baek.

It was an admittedly
uncomfortable point in her
life — she was a stay-at-
home mom who couldn’t
drive or speak English —
but the small community
offered immediate comforts.

Intimate stuff

During her oldest son’s kindergarten
orientation at Robert Down Elementary, a
teacher named Mr. Williams asked for par-
ent volunteers to help in the classroom a
few hours per week.

“l was so nervous, but | approached him
and said, ‘Mr. Williams? Me, cut, glue,””
Baek laughed, miming cutting a sheaf of
paper with scissors.

“It became the best thing for learn-
ing English,” she said, adding that it was
another way to be a good parent and get to
know her neighbors. Her earliest English
practice partner, another Robert Down
mom, is still her best friend.

Meanwhile, the Baeks were learning the
business. Cleaning the impossible messes
of other people and making their pants fit
properly is intimate stuff.

“Trying our best, that’s the key to our
success,” she said. They know that things
can go wrong — but making them right is
what counts.

Steve  began

courting  hospitality

See LIVES next page

PHOTO,//COURTESY SUE BAEK

Sue and Steve Baek run DiMaggio’s Cleaners, a 2024 Gold-

en Pine Cone Winner known for outstanding customer service.

Don’t miss “Scenic Views” by Jerry Gervase
— every week in the Real Estate Section.

More than an agent...
Maximize your experience
with a partner, an advocate,
a trusted professional.

Lisa Barkalow
Realtor | DRE# 01491728

831.594.2155
lisa@lisabarkalow.com
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INTERNATIONAL REALTY

A PLUNGE INTO A POOL OF
SERENITY YIELDS A CREATIVE SPLASH

ART IS the portal Lori Z. Bala enters
when she needs to find serenity and secu-
rity and turn down the noise in her head.
It’s a healing space, the place she goes to
expel the darkness.

When her inspiration spills out, it can
be haunting and mysterious, or alluring
and seductive. Some of her work evokes
tranquility, like her photograph of a curi-
ous young horse gazing into a pond at its
own reflection.

Bala is a mixed-media artist — a fine-
art photographer and a painter (often paint-
ing on her photographs). She’s a maker of
masks: Halloween-esque, animals, skulls
— intriguing disguises royals and nobles
wore to 15th-century masquerade balls.

She’s also an imaginative artist who
does portraits of people and animals. And
she’s learning to be a filmmaker, most
recently collaborating on videos with local
musician El Kallpa.

“Making art stops my
mind from racing toward
places that | guess are not so
good, and it helps me learn
more about myself,” said
Bala, whose work is part
of an exhibition that runs
through Nov. 6 at the Wal-
ter Avery Gallery at Seaside
City Hall. The artist recep-
tion for that curated show is
Friday from 7 to 8:30 p.m.
in the gallery at 440 Har-
court Ave.

Surreal

“l tended to worry —
especially when 1 was
younger — about things
that might happen, imag-
ine things in my mind that
weren’t there and create
trauma in my head for no
reason,” said Bala, a Sea-
side resident. “But making
art calms my mind, takes
me to a place that feels
safer. It gives me an outlet
for some of the darkness.”

“Seek,” a photo illustration featured in
the recent Biennial Exhibition at Monterey
Museum of Art, is a surrealistic rendering
of a figure in a hooded sweatshirt sink-
ing into dark pool of water between stone
walls. Above the white-foam surface, a
shadowy seabird glides over a bloom of
orange wildflowers.

“It’s a self-portrait but representative of

Carmel’s Artists

By DENNIS TAYLOR

anyone,” she said.

Several of her surreal pieces feature
skulls and skeletons — images that some-
times haunted her youthful dreams.

Bl A contemplative person in a red
parka slumps pensively atop a giant skull
floating in the ocean. Beneath the water’s
surface, an identical figure is chained to
ruins that are speckled with white bones.

PENINSULA

SEPTIC TANK SERVICE
Celebrating 60 Years

VIDEO INSPECTION OF SEWER LATERALS
SEWER AND STORM DRAINS CLEARED

HYDRO-JETTING SEWER, STORM & GREASE TRAP LINES
PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS FOR REMODELS

GREASE TRAP PUMPING & MAINTENANCE

SEPTIC SYSTEMS PUMPED, SERVICED, INSPECTED,

REPAIRED & INSTALLED
SUMP PUMPS SERVICED & INSTALLED
EMERGENCY SERVICES AVAILABLE

B A woman in a white gown, sur-
rounded in fog, fingers a flower adorning
her long hair, observed ominously by a dis-
embodied skull floating above her.

B A dark-eyed female, wearing a
skull-like mask, inhales a bouquet of roses
as spiderwebs cling to her burnt-orange
costume.

B Same dark-eyed woman, same
mask, wearing a black gown and a crucifix
necklace. Multiple red roses and a small
white skull are affixed to a black veil on
her head. A dozen frightening skeletons
stare over her shoulders.

Fantastical dreams
“l used to have really vivid dreams —
fantastical stuff, some very scary,” she
recalled.
“l always felt an unusual connection
to death and life, maybe because of dark-
ness that was around me at the time,” Bala

PHOTO/COURTESY LORI Z. BALA

“love in life and Death,” is a self-portrait by Seaside-based multi-
media artist Lori Bala, who explores her own feelings and emotions
in many of her pieces.

shared without elaboration. “I probably
didn’t think too deeply about those things
as a child, but I think about them now.”

Bala and her sister grew up on a remote
landscape in South Monterey County’s
Arroyo Seco area, where some of her ear-
liest memories are of communing with
nature and painting rocks she found.

Her mom, Kathy, was talented at crafts
and embroidery. Her dad, Joe, who died in
2008, was a photographer
and writer for EasyRiders,
a magazine that covers the
biker community, of which
he was a part.

“He was an educated
man — a good writer and
storyteller. The way he told stories with his
photographs greatly influenced my own
interest,” said Bala, who worked along-
side her father at the Hollister Motorcycle
Rally. Some of her photos were published
in Easyriders with an article written by her

See ARTIST next page

We do more than
pump septic tanks
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businesses early on, and DiMaggio’s
remains the offsite solution for guests at
Carmel Valley Ranch and local Marriott
hotels.

“Steve is working all the time. He made
himself our delivery person, because if
there’s even a small issue, he wants to be
there to fix it,” she said.

Wanting to add to their list of services,
Baek began teaching herself a notoriously
fastidious trade: tailoring.

“| adapted and, slowly, | got there,” she
said. Her first wedding gown was a “huge
achievement” that opened the door for a
steady bridal business.

With six employees to support clean-
ing, Baek handles nearly all the alterations.
“People who care about their clothing are
very particular, and if 1 meet their stan-
dards, they become very loyal,” Baek
smiled.

“You made this mess for me?’

On a deadline, she works late into the
night. Sometimes she’ll hear a knock on
the window and see a familiar face —
someone bringing a serving of pasta from
I Vecchio down the block or telling her to
go home, already.

She’s also a keeper of secrets — lit-
erally, seeing everyone’s dirty laundry
— and a friend in hard times, who won’t
charge a client for clothes they plan to
wear to a funeral.

“Those little things are touching,” but

GUILTY

From page 6A

gun. They also ordered the trial court
to re-sentence Sampognaro on the felo-
ny convictions they let stand for evading
police and driving in the wrong direction
while doing so, and allowed the Monterey
County District Attorney’s Office to retry
him on the other charges.

Premeditation?

“With respect to the charged homicide
and the question of its degree, the descrip-
tions of defendant’s violent tendencies may
have led jurors to conclude that he acted in
keeping with those tendencies by shooting
and Killing his father with premeditation,”
the judges said. “We agree that the evi-
dence of defendant’s involvement in the
shooting is very strong. But the evidence
of premeditation was not overwhelming.”

The judges said they “consider it pos-
sible that at least one juror” might have
doubted Sampognaro shot his father or
might have only found him guilty of lesser
charges if the jury hadn’t heard “inflamma-
tory character evidence.”

“Considering all these possibilities, we
see a reasonable probability of a different
verdict,” they wrote in a decision filed with
the Superior Court in January.

Credit for 1,789 days

The DA’s office subsequently amended
the charges to include voluntary man-
slaughter, and in court Aug. 5, Sampogn-
aro pleaded guilty to that felony charge,
with the enhancement that he used a gun
to commit the crime, and to being a felon
in possession of a firearm, while the court
dismissed the first-degree murder charge
and other enhancements.

Both sides waived his right to a future
sentencing date, and Hood handed down
the stipulated sentence of 23 years in state
prison.

He was given credit for serving 1,789
days in jail, with further credit coming
from the Department of Corrections and
Rehabilitation’s calculation of additional
good/work time days.

After Sampognaro is released from
prison, he’ll be on parole for three years.
The judge also ordered him to pay various
fines and restitution. The final abstract of
judgment outlining the pleas and punish-
ments was filed Tuesday.

KNOWLEDGE *® SErRVICE ®* CONVENIENCE
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she remains overwhelmed by the kind-
nesses her clients show. During the pan-
demic, Steve drove his daily rounds to
near-vacant hotels, and she was in the
shop sewing masks. “It was the only thing
I could do,” she said, until clients started
bringing in linens, curtains, comforters,
blankets... “I kept joking “You made this
mess for me?’ They wanted us to survive
so we could serve the community after that
harsh time,’” she said.

It moves her that so many customers
ask after her family. Lately, her oldest son,
Denny, a York School alum and aspiring
lawyer, is a topic of conversation.

“We have lawyer clients, and they’ve
become my counselors as well. They
tell me, “If your son wants to get some

experience or have a consultation or needs
advice on programs ...."” she smiled.

Denny is currently a paralegal at a
labor law firm in Los Angeles, part of his
plan to gain experience before choosing
a law school. He’s told his mom he gets
frustrated when “million-dollar cases” are
prioritized over less lucrative ones that can
nevertheless make a significant difference
for wage earners and small-business own-
ers, like his parents.

To that end, Baek said, he hopes to open
his own firm one day.

He’s finally started those school appli-
cations — and recently proposed to his
girlfriend. Baek has her fingers crossed, as
moms do, hoping their bright future holds
a wedding close to home.

ARTIST
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dad.

“There was a humanity in his work — a
search for beauty in the ugliness.”

A self-described quiet kid, Bala
attended Greenfield schools before enroll-
ing at North Salinas High, where, she said,
she felt rudderless.

“l didn’t believe | was smart enough to
go to college and didn’t have a good coun-
selor there to tell me anything different,”
she said.

“So | wound up at Hartnell College,
which was great, because that’s where |
started doing photography,” she added.

Scholarship in Spain

She received good instruction at Hart-
nell, earning a scholarship to study in
Spain. Bala then moved on to Monterey
Peninsula College, where she graduated
in 2007. There, she was taught by Penin-
sula luminary Martha Casanave and took a
class in experimental photography that sig-
nificantly impacted her artistic future. She
learned to mix her photos with painting.

Bala went on to CSU Monterey Bay,
earning a degree in 2011 in integrated
studies with a special major she entitled,
“multimedia storytelling in service of mul-
ticultural outcomes.”

“| think art became a tool that allowed
me to process hard-to-understand things
and make some sense out of the senseless,”
said Bala. In recent years, she has taught
workshops through CSUMB  service
learning at places like Monterey County
Juvenile Hall, Monterey’s Youth Arts Col-
lective, and Ladies First, a Seaside youth
program.

“l want to inspire others to question,
think and feel,” she said.

‘Ugly reality’

Bala believes darkness comes out in her
work because, “It’s an ugly reality that is
there, but I don’t believe that’s where we
are supposed to stay as humans,” she said.

“| feel like our job, as artists, is to show
all sides of humanity.”

She and her husband, Jason, have a
17-year-old son, Nico, a multimedia artist
who works primarily with 3D and 2D ani-
mations and graphite sketches as a student
at the Youth Arts Collective.

“I home-schooled Nico, and we did a
lot of different types of art,” she said.

In addition to the exhibition at Seaside
City Hall, Bala and Nico will have an art
booth at the fourth annual Sacred Hallows
Halloween Comic Con, scheduled Oct.
18-19 and 19, from 10 am. to 5 p.m. at
the Red Lion Inn at 1425 Munras Ave. in
Monterey.

Visit  Izbala3.wixsite.com/lzbphotoart

to see images of Bala’s work.
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STILL FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED.

Matt Clark
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Free Delivery Anywhere in Monterey County
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7 mos. old
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I dream of a forever home where I can share I'm a little guy - with a lot of personality!

all my love! I'm waiting for you at the SPCA!  Can I join your family!

SPCA Monterey County Veterinary clinic is taking appointments for low-cost vaccinations!
Go to www.spcamc.org to make an appointment online.

Call us at (831) 373-2631 for more information about adopting Luna & Joe.
Sponsored by Friends of All Cats

www.SPCAmc.org
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IN THE SEPTIC INDUSTRY

* Septic System Pumping, Maintenance, Service & Inspection
e Sewer Drain Line Clearing & Hydro-Jetting
* Grease Trap/Interceptor Service & Inspection
e Storm Drain and Culvert Hydro-Jetting & Clearing
¢ Fully Licensed, Bonded and Insured

We can take care of all your “dirty” work
www.tomsseptic.com

831-633-2321
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Rivera & Sons
GENERAL CONSTRUCTION INC.

Where Creativity Meets Resolute Dedication

No job is too big or too small | References from highly satisfied clients from your area
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Cherry Center exhibits jazzy photos

AS PART of a month-long celebration
of jazz and art, the Cherry Center for the
Arts hosts a reception Sunday at 2 p.m.
for “Monterey Jazz — A Visual Legacy,”
an exhibit of photos that will be on display
through Oct. 4.

According to the Cherry
Center, the show honors “the
rich and enduring heritage
of jazz” on the Monterey
Peninsula and includes “a
curated collection of iconic
and rarely seen images” from the Monte-
rey Jazz Festival and Kuumbwa Jazz Cen-
ter in Santa Cruz. Included are photos of

Grammy Award-winning singer India Arie perform-
ing af the Monterey Jazz Festival in 2011.

memorable performers like Dizzy Gilles-
pie, David Brubeck, Betty Carter, Zakir
Hussain, Charles Lloyd, Wynton Marsalis
and others.

Speaking at the reception will be flutist
Tim Jackson, the Monterey Jazz Festival’s
longtime artistic director, and founder of
Kuumbwa Jazz Center. Also on hand
will be photographers Craig Lovell, Ron
Jones, Patrick Tregenza and Rick Swig.

“These artists capture the intimacy,
energy and artistry of some of the world’s
most legendary jazz performers — as well
as the unmistakable spirit of Monterey’s
storied jazz scene,” said Cherry Center

Art Roundup

LEMOS (76)

Owned and Operated by the Lemos Family for 64 Years .

board member Richard Cannon.

Another board member, Ken Parker,
described Lovell and the others as “world-
class photographers.”

The show coincides with the 68th

By CHRIS COUNTS

annual Monterey Jazz Festival, which is
set for Sept. 26-28.
The Cherry Center is located at Fourth
and Guadalupe.

B Creativity and Buddhism

Ashow opening Monday at the Mon-
terey Museum of Art, “Human/Nature”
explores the connection between cre-
ativity and Zen Buddhism through the
works of 20 California artists.

According to the museum, Eastern
aesthetics profoundly influenced West-
ern artists in the 20th century. That
influence is particularly evident in the
abstract expressionism done by artists
living in Big Sur and the San Francisco
Bay area.

Curated by writer David Keaton, the
show will be on display through Jan. 25.
The museum is located at 559 Pacific St.

We take pride in Old Fashioned Service!

20% OFF
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Dog Bar in Carmel Mission Inn’s Shear-
water Tavern will showcase the creations
of four local artists, including illustrator
Lisa Romias and glass artist Christine
Hallett.

Besides art, there’s a happy hour menu
featuring short rib, calamari, wings and
more — along with special goodies for
dogs. The inn is located at 3665 Rio Road.

544 Carmel Rancho Blvd., Carmel i front of Lucky’s

624-2925

Email: gasup@lemos76.com ¢ www.lemos76.com
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LETTERS

From page 22A

project must meet one of the following three criteria:

B The lot must be 5,000 square feet or less and have
under 50 feet of street frontage. The Pastor site is nearly
12,000 square feet with 80 feet of frontage.

B Driveway construction must result in excessive
loss of on-street parking. Not applicable — the property
already has two driveways.

B The site’s topography, shape, or development must
make on-site parking impractical. Again, not the case. The
lot is flat, regularly shaped, and one of the largest commer-
cial parcels in town.

Even more troubling is the developer’s claim that con-
structing a sufficiently large underground parking garage
is not economically feasible. However, nearly 25 percent
of the underground space in the design is allocated to stor-
age, a bathroom, and an electrical room — all of which
could reasonably be relocated above ground to prioritize

VISTRA

From page 15A

perform the work.

“They are doing a surgical demolition to slowly access
these battery rooms, going with the worst battery rooms
first,” she said.

Workers accessing the building wear Tyvek full body
suits. Batteries will be HEPA vacuumed and wiped down
before they are taken out.

Dust suppression measures, including using a dust can-
non that sprays a fine water mist to control particles, are
employed, while water trucks keep the ground hydrated
and street sweepers do their thing twice daily.

parking. Carmel already faces a significant parking short-
age, and Pastor’s economic considerations should not take
precedence over the city’s broader needs. This is not a
matter of opinion. The current proposal simply does not
comply with the municipal code.
As John Adams once said, “Facts are stubborn
things.” And the facts in this case speak for themselves.
Rich Pepe, Carmel

Short-term rentals
Dear Editor,

I was disheartened by a recent letter mischaracteriz-
ing short-term rentals in the Carmel Highlands as “party
houses” straining septic systems. As a longtime home-
owner and host on Yankee Point, | feel compelled to share
a different perspective. My two-bedroom home, managed
with my mother, welcomes respectful guests who hike,
watch wildlife, and enjoy the Pacific’s tranquility — in
line with the Coastal Act’s promise of public access. These
visitors are personally vetted by me and often seek an inti-
mate alternative to hotels. I’ve also hosted guests battling
health conditions, including those undergoing chemother-
apy, who require quiet, private accommodations.

In August, the California Coastal Commission held a
hearing in Los Angeles that certified a complete ban on
Highlands vacation rentals. A clear summary of actual tran-
sient occupancy tax collections was not provided, despite
being raised as a point of interest. Each quarter, | pay 10.5
percent TOT, contributing to millions in county revenue. If
rentals are “illegal,” why accept this revenue? It suggests
the county is having it both ways. Scheduling such a crit-
ical decision hours away, where local hosts couldn’t share
perspectives in person, also raised questions of fairness.
Accurate data and transparency are essential to informed
decisions.

The claim that vacation rentals overburden septic sys-
tems is misleading. Unlike full-time households, short-
term rentals often operate fewer days per month, placing
less strain on infrastructure. Our own system, with rou-
tine maintenance, has required no major pumping in 15

years. Yet septic was cited as a leading factor in Supervisor
Daniels’ position. If septic is a legitimate concern, then all
homes should be evaluated under the same standard.
Carmel Highlands lots are large, ensuring privacy.
Well-managed rentals support our community, creating
jobs and bolstering the local economy. Many other coastal
areas successfully balance vacation rentals with public
access — why can’t we? We need fair, balanced regulation
based on accurate data, not a sweeping ban rooted in mis-
characterization. For nearly50 years, the Coastal Act has
guaranteed that California’s coastline remains open and
accessible to everyone. That promise — the coast belongs
to all — is a defining value of our state.
Margot Thomas, Carmel Highlands

Old virtues
Dear Editor,

Only fools worship the rugged survival demands such
as those our ancestors experienced. But the wise do trea-
sure the old virtues of a less materialistic time. Which
brings us to Carmel and its early creation.

People settled here because of the incomparable natural
beauty of the pine forest by the sea and the quality of the
society of fellows who joined this community. The names
of those folks make up a “Who’s Who” of the artistic and
intellectual luminaries of the time, and one doubts that
they were deluded in their desire to be here.

Maybe the point comes down to this. People of judge-
ment and perception look for thoughtful, aesthetic, spir-
itual content in their lives. Not sprawling estates, not
conspicuous consumption, not false society, not anything
artificial in skill, achievement, relationship or soul.

So, those old early Carmelites who embraced the
above might be forgiven for a supposed less “practical”
approach to life. Forgiven for being all tangled up in the
“tried and true” of long ago, the values of which could
point us toward a very happy sunrise. Simple living and
high thinking.

Jackson Smith,
Carmel

SCHOOLS

From page 7A

several “comparable” San Francisco Bay area districts as
the gold standard for student achievement.

“I’m happy to see that we’re trending in the right direc-
tion. However, I must admit that | am still concerned about
the scores in Carmel against scores from our comparable
schools. We were with Palo Alto and Los Gatos and Moun-
tain View and Fremont, right there with them pre-2019,”
said trustee Rita Patel.

“l understand that we took a big hit with Covid, and
we haven’t had the regular monitoring and the reports, but
hopefully we can get back to where we were. There’s a lot
of expectation in this district, especially with our budget
and the number of students here.”

High percentages

For the 2018-2019 school year, numbers available on
caaspp-elpac.org indicate that nearly 80 percent of Carmel
Unified students met or exceeded grade-appropriate liter-
acy standards. Nearly 70 percent were on par in math. In
the same year, Palo Alto Unified School District — like-
wise a district that receives very little state money — saw
nearly 82 percent of its students score at or above profi-
ciency in literacy and math.

“We’re making strides toward Palo Alto, though there’s
still some ways to go,” said Rodriguez. “In English and
language arts, for example, our writing pieces showed
some dramatic growth.”

He said “comparable” districts are grouped together

HEALTH

based on “a number of different metrics,” including
per-pupil spending. Last year, Carmel Unified spent
approximately $88 million to provide schooling for 2,159
students, or $40,760 apiece.

Rodriguez said the California Department of Education
will release a more detailed breakdown of students’ scores
in September.

“There are additional metrics that can give us even
more data to make sure that students are placed in correct
interventions and getting all the support that they need,”
specifically ESL learners and students with disabilities,
said Rodriguez.

Sara Hinds, whose children attend Carmel schools, said
she appreciates “incremental progress” and cautioned her
fellow board members to be “realistic.”

“l know that all of us want to see great big percentage
increases, but | think there is room for incremental prog-
ress. And | think that’s positive,” she said.

She was supported by board member Jake Odello, a
CUSD alum. “T was jumping for joy because this is such
good information. We are on the right track,” he said.

Student representative Juliet Norman, a senior at Car-
mel High, said, “As someone who’s taken all the tests in
this district from third grade on, I think it’s really import-
ant to highlight the teachers and the administrators and
how well they do to prepare students.”

‘Data-informed decisions’

No public or parent comments were offered following
the presentation. Patel, whose children attended Carmel
schools, emphasized her support for “data-informed deci-
sion-making” and said she has “pie-in-the-sky goals” for
what Carmel schools can achieve.

NUTRITION | WISDOM

FAMILY

“l don’t mean to come off critical or negative. | just
want all our students to be able to dream big and pursue
whatever they want to pursue in their lives, whether it’s
trade schools or college. And | want to make sure we pre-
pare them for that time,” Patel said.

STREETS

From page 14A

than the county’s.

“A small sign that says, ‘Now entering Carmel-by-
the-Sea’ would let people know that what they just came
through, which was bumpy and full of potholes, was in
the county,” she said. “They might appreciate the fact that
Carmel’s pavement, on the whole, is better than what you
see in the county.”

Frequent complaints

Indeed, the demarcation point on Camino del Monte
at the northern entrance to the city is significant, with far
better asphalt starting near the Junipero intersection and
running south.

Councilmembers said they frequently hear complaints
from constituents regarding the streets and sidewalks and
questions about when conditions might improve. They
unanimously supported the contract.

Mayor Dale Byrne also encouraged residents who live
on smaller streets that might not have been resurfaced in
many years to contact the city and request they be added
to the to-do list for the future.

LIFE

HEALTHY
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TRACK

From page 12A

Among its successes, the Friends group
grabbed new sponsorships from Porsche as
the official car of Laguna Seca, Tire Rack
and Java House.

To improve the guest experience, the
main entrance on South Boundary was
resurfaced, processes were improved,
and trams were added to help people get
around when they don’t want to walk.

All those efforts have garnered com-
pliments, according to Harder, including
from IndyCar multiyear champion Alex
Palou, who told Racer magazine, “You can
see that they’ve done an amazing job on
promoting the race. I think Mel is doing a
great job as well on keeping this track in
the best shape as it’s ever been. You could
feel it.”

Coincidentally, IndyCar announced this
week that after two years occupying a dif-
ferent spot in the series’ 17-race schedule,
Laguna will once again host the season
finale in September 2026.

With everything that’s going on, the
Friends need more time to complete the
master plan and asked the supervisors to
extend the due date to fall 2026.

“It takes longer than 15 months to plan
these events, and planning for new events
takes time as well. With the staff and
resources we have, we’re trying to move
forward as best we can,” Harder explained,
but “we don’t want to rush.”

Noise on track days

That time will also allow for more data
collection for the extensive sound study
being undertaken by a local firm, Sonics,
as the concession agreement requires. The
lead consultant, Jim Baranth, said equip-
ment was set up throughout the circuit to
measure noise during more than 100 track
days and major events. After collecting
enough information, Sonics will develop
recommendations for noise mitigation. In
general, he said, options include natural
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and topographical changes like berms and
more trees, sound barriers and building
modifications.

Public works chief Randy Ishii agreed
the Friends group “remains committed to
fulfilling the terms of the agreement.”

“They have invested their own funds
into the facility and have kept Laguna
Seca going as a world-class raceway for
the public,” he said. “We continue to have
a good working relationship with our
concessionaire.”

He recommended the board grant the
request.

During a brief period of public com-
ment, speakers urged the board and the
Friends to pursue sound-mitigation mea-
sures, including barriers and trees, and
perennial Laguna Seca critic Michael
Weaver complained that a request to the
county for attendance figures since the
transition to FLS went unfulfilled.

“I hope I’'m expressing my frustration at
this,” he said. (Later in the meeting, Harder
said he could provide the figures.)

“I think having a racetrack is not a
good idea for Monterey,” one speaker said,
though the track has existed since 1957.

Pasadera  homeowners  association
board member Chris Ottenweller said the
housing development, which was estab-
lished on land adjacent to the raceway
25 years ago, is the “most affected by
noise-generating activities at the track”
and wants a say in the potential solutions.

Fifth District Supervisor Kate Daniels,
who represents the county on the Friends’
board, said she’s pleased with the progress
— even if fast cars on racetracks really
aren’t her thing — and noted the track was
built “well before I was born.”

“I got a spin around the track in a Fer-
rari and I almost threw up,” she shared.

Daniels said she appreciates the efforts
that have gone into improving traffic, aes-
thetics and operations. “It’s so obvious to
see that Laguna Seca is being loved,” she
said.

District 2 Supervisor Glenn Church
observed that not long ago, the county
was using tax dollars to fund the track and

InYour "

recreation area, and said the new manage-
ment should be given the time to develop
its plans properly.

“I think it was probably ambitious of
us to think we could do this in one year,”
he said. “The county has master plans, but
they take up to two years to do. This is not
something you want to rush into.”

‘Critical asset’

Supervisor Luis Alejo, who represents
the 1st District, called Laguna Seca a “crit-
ical asset.”

“We are the only county in the United
States that owns a world-class racetrack,”
he said. “We just have to remind ourselves
the track has been there since 1957. The
neighbors moved in afterward.”

He likened those who live nearby and
complain to those who move next to an
agricultural field and then want the farm-
ing to stop, “or move next to an airport
and then want to shut down the airport,”
or move in near a stadium and then decry
the crowds.

Fourth District Supervisor Wendy Root

Askew, who has been less enthusiastic
about Laguna Seca and often opposed
funding requests made by prior manage-
ment, encouraged the group to find better
ways for the facility to serve local families.

She recalled the track being used for
high school graduations during Covid
and hearing that many of the students had
never been there or known about the facil-
ity’s existence.

She also called for documentation of
the group’s spending and asked legal coun-
sel to review the concession agreement to
ensure no other aspects of it are affected by
the time extension.

Chair Chris Lopez, representing Dis-
trict 3, thanked the Friends for the work
done so far and noted Laguna Seca “keeps
us a destination for people from all over
the world.”

“I am supportive of granting the exten-
sion that’s being requested, knowing that
I’'m already seeing the work being accom-
plished,” he said.

And with that, the board unanimously
OK’d the request for more time.
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Girls water polo teams holding their breath as new season begins

THE STEVENSON Pirates have reached the moun-
taintop of Northern California water polo three years in
a row and stood alone at the summit in 2023, when they
became Monterey County’s first NorCal champions, male
or female.

Five starters from that girls team graduated last fall.

Peninsula Sports

By DENNIS TAYLOR

Three are playing NCAA Division I water polo as college
freshman: Miranda Salinger and Emmerson Ferreira at UC
Santa Barbara, and Sienna Cimoli at San Jose State.

Another, goalie Anna Mitchell, is in Denmark, taking
a year off from the sport but may resurface as a college
player next season. The fifth, Arielle Dale, is a biology and
biology sciences major at UC Irvine, prioritizing her pre-
med studies.

RO T e

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER

High-scoring Santa Catalina senior Quinn Connolly, who fre-
quently attracts a crowd of defenders, will play water polo next

fall at UC Davis.

e Freedom ot

Livingin the LiSAis where | went te b,
working in the USA, being all thet | con b,
living in the USA, I'm free to live my Ifi, my way,
this is where | want to stay, in The Fresdom of the LSA,

pople from around the world love The Froedom of che LISA,
wish they could be living here, and they wish they cayld sy,
& loving, laughing, playing, you will niwrys hesr me saying,
rhis is where | will be staying, in The Froodom of the LISA,

3t to do, what to think, or whet o be,
y mind and to work o meke n beter (e,

pssings every day and | pray for the LGA,

5 freedom isand you will whweys hear me oy,
ican, | know a house diided connot seond,
hand in hand in The Freedom of the LISA?

+| know a house diddied connet soond,
The Froadom of the LISAY
The Froad om of the LISAY

They were what people like to call “a
generational team” — no question.

But Coach Jon Burke, who won 10 con-
secutive Central Coast Section champion-
ships at Sacred Heart Prep before coming
to Stevenson — where he’s added two more
— believes another one might be incubating
this very minute.

Meanwhile, at Santa Catalina, seven var-
sity players return from a team that qualified
for CCS in 2024 for the second consecutive
year. The Cougars are hopeful for a deeper
playoff run this season.

And at Carmel High, first-year head
coach Frances Atkins is drawing a blueprint
for a program she hopes will become a post-
season fixture in the not-too-distant future.

Powers, Morrow led RLS

Despite those heavy graduation losses,
the cupboard at Stevenson isn’t exactly
bare.

Burke’s two returning starters, senior
Jacqui Powers and junior Charlotte Mor-
row, were second-team All-Pacific Coast
Athletic League selections on the 2024 team, which
advanced all the way to the NorCal Division 2 champion-
ship game, where the Pirates lost a 12-10 heartbreaker to
San Ramon Valley.

Powers and Morrow were also starters during the his-
toric previous year, when Stevenson won that NorCal
crown, capturing the Division 3 title.

And Powers was a freshman in 2022, when the Pirates
were NorCal Division 3 finalists against Woodcreek, los-
ing 11-10 in the championship match.

Last fall, Powers scored 46 goals, dealt 40 assists,
and stole the ball 20 times, while Morrow contributed 31
goals, 17 assists and 17 steals.

The first two players into the pool when somebody
needed a breather, sophomore Kate Solomon (26 goals,

C

Section 2

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER

Jacqui Powers, a fourth-year varsity stalwart, scored 46 goals with 40 assists and
20 steals last fall for Stevenson’s NorCal finals team.

12 assists, 9 steals) and junior Collette Duarte (4 goals, 14
assists), also are back, along with senior Hanna Rhodes
(15 goals in 10 games) and sophomore Emily Lee (6 goals,
9 assists in 10 games).

And Lee, who played with Monterey Bay United at the
National Junior Olympics two summers ago, has cracked
Stevenson’s 2025 starting lineup.

Sharing goalkeeping duties so far this season have been
sophomore Adi Smith, last year’s varsity backup, and
junior Makayla Schnitzer.

“We’re fast, we’ve got a bunch of kids who can score,
and we’ve got kids who have played at the highest level

See SPORTS next page
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SPORTS

From previous page

of our sport in high school,” Burke said. “Now it’s just
about creating the synergy we need to get the most out of
our team.”

If that happens, the Pirates can be expected to hang a
sixth-straight PCAL championship banner.

Burke-coached teams are 30-0 in the PCAL since 2021,
including this year’s victories over Monterey and Salinas,
and Stevenson’s league winning streak is 41 in a row, dat-
ing back to previous coach Jim Fannin.

“Qur goals, as always, are to win our league and make
a strong run in the postseason,” said Burke, who prepped
his team with six weeks of summer training capped by a
challenging tournament in Orange County.

The education will continue with a rugged schedule
that includes an eight-school tournament Sept. 26-27 at
Aptos, a 48-team, three-bracket extravaganza Oct. 2-4 at
Arroya Grande featuring virtually every top-ranked team
in Northern California, among others, and head-to-head
non-league showdowns with St. Ignatius, Los Gatos,
Soquel, and Aptos — all high-caliber NorCal programs.

Although this year’s Pirates might be hard-pressed to
equal the achievements of teams that went to the NorCal
finals in the three previous postseasons, Burke sees the
same kind of long-term potential.

“I’m as excited about the current group as I’ve been
about any bunch I’ve had here,” he said. “I’m really looking
forward to building upon the legacy of the seniors who left.”

W////m,.
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Connolly leads Catalina

Santa Catalina’s top returning
player, Quinn Connolly, carpet-bombed
opponents with 129 goals as a junior —
more than twice as many as her nearest
teammate — during a 13-9 season that
included a CCS playoff game.

Connolly, who will play next fall at
UC Davis, already has scored 31 times,
with five assists and 13 steals, in the
Cougars’ first six games of 2025.

“Quinn is a strong returner for us —
one of four seniors who have been with
me all four years,” Coach Kendra Klein
said of Connolly, who earned first-team
All-PCAL honors as a 2-meter player
on both offense and defense. “Three of
those seniors are captains, which pro-
vides us with some great leadership.”

One of her co-captains, Geor-
gia Morrison — another year-round
swimmer with Marin’s Sleepy Hollow
Aquatics Club — was second-team All-
PCAL as an attacker and driver, scoring 32 goals and lead-
ing the team with 40 assists.

The third captain, Eva Bradley, a swift swimmer, is a
versatile player who can fill virtually any role and a men-
tor to younger players.

Emerging talent

Connolly and Bradley have talented younger sisters on
the rosters, both 2024 letterwinners.

Taylor Connolly scored 22 times, distributed 29 assists,
and stole the ball 21 times as a freshman starter. Violet
Bradley had 23 thefts in her sophomaore season, along with
eight goals and five assists.

Emme Adamski played her first season of water polo a
year ago, started at goalie as a 10th-grader, and amassed
142 saves in 19 games.

The fourth senior, Alicia Fong, is a utility player com-
peting for playing time with fellow letter winners Rachael
Ibrahim, a junior, and Isis Pegula, a sophomore, plus soph-

ﬂ IT'S BAUM & BLUME'S... ﬂ

“End ey Gummen” Gale!
SEPTEMBER 19 & 20 - 11:30-7PM

20% OFF...STOREWIDE!
Ttaliowy Fashions, Hatsy & Accesdenies!
Baby Giyls, Candles, Geaps and Mere!
Wee Making Space pev The Helidays...

$$ TUs A Great $$ | comme To swop?
i WHY NOT STAY
T TeS . FOR LUNCH? ?
4 E1. CAMINITO ROAD
SUNNY CARMEL VALLEY PATIO LUNCH SERVED
OPEN TUES-SAT 11:30-7 | THURSSAT12-GPM
( 83 1 ) 6 59 -0400 RESERVATIONS 659-0400

Sat. Sept. 20th, 6pm
Kick off Party

with Live Music
from Tony B!

OUE Brother

ALVARADO
STREET
S RRE]

MONDAY - MONDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL,
DIEGO’S RIB NIGHT
THURSDAY - BAVARIAN SCHNITZEL NIGHT
FRIDAY - LIVE MuSIC WITH ROGER EDDY, 6PM

CARMEL VALLEY
Presents our 11th Annual

1.¢) WHEN: Daily, from Sat. Sept. 20t- Sun. Okt. 5t
=" WHERE: Trailside Cafe, 3 Del Fino Place, Carmel Valley
WHY: Because you like German food, Beer and Music

47 10+ GERMAN BEERS WILL BE ON TAP h

. & NUMEROUS MORE IN BOTTLES
& WEAR YOUR LEDERHOSEN & DIRNDL FOR DISCOUNTS

— DAILY EVENTS & SPECIALS —

KB

Wefﬁenkfépﬁan

THE WER (1% €3 (WST AR

HEATER ALLEN
HANDCRAFTED LAGER BEER
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SATURDAY -KICK OFF PARTY,
LIVE Music WITH TONY B, 6PM
SUNDAY - NFL SUNDAY TICKET, LOCALS NIGHT
10% OFF FOR CV, CARMEL & BIG SUR ZIP CODES
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Players who are part of a rebuilding season at Carmel High are (from left) Merielle
Flagg, Eda Karavelioglu, Ava Waroff, Blake Marzoni, Joya Besler, and Cecilia Saulin-
er. Behind them are head coach Frances Atkins (left), assistant coach Casey Goldberg
(right) and volunteer assistant Miles Tarsitano (center).

omore Reaghan Brooks and freshman Avani Singh, both
first-year varsity players.

Catalina is 2-0 in PCAL games — victories over Car-
mel and Hollister — after going 0-4 in a challenging sea-
son-opening tournament in Hollister.

Carmel’s new head coach, Frances Atkins, an assistant
last season, was a synchronized swim standout whose
ability to skyrocket out of the water proved valuable at
Carmel High (Class of 2011), where she played goalie for
the Padres.

Atkins earned second-team all-conference plaudits as
a club player at Cornell University. She’s a civil engineer
today.

“This is a rebuilding season at Carmel High — it took
a lot of effort to get enough girls for a team this year,” said
the coach.

“Our approach this year is to avoid looking at the score-
board and dedicate ourselves to showing up for every
practice, every game, and focus on improving as individ-
uals and at a team level,” Atkins said. “We’ve got a great
bunch of girls, and we’re making little improvements as
we go, which is all I can ask.”

Starting lineup

Among those evolving into leadership roles on the
12-girl roster are juniors Ava Woroff and Charlotte Law-
son, the Padres’ only club players.

Waroff is a driver who leads the team in scoring and a
2-meter defender. Lawson plays the crucial hole set posi-
tion, the hub of the offense.

The starting lineup also includes Celine Karavelioglu,
a driver, Merielle Flagg, a sprinter and the team’s fastest
swimmer and Imogen Nicholson, a hard-working speed-
ster, as well as second-year goalie Rainn Nachbar. All are
seniors.

First-year player Blake Marzoni, a sophomore, is
an impressive defender, the coach said, and senior Jaya
Champagne and sophomore Cecilia Sauliner are varsity
veterans in reserve roles.

PHOTO//KERRY BELSER

Junior Charlotte Morrow contributed 30 goals, 17 assists and 17
steals fo a powerhouse Stevenson team in 2024, eaming sec-
ond-tfeam All-PCAL recognifion.

Competing for playing time are sophomores Eda Kar-
aveliogu, who played club water polo with her big sis-
ter when they were younger, Kinsley Bernahl, and Joya
Besler, who is splitting time between water polo and flag
football this fall.

Casey Goldberg, who helps coach the swim team in the
spring, is Atkins’ assistant, and Miles Tarsitano, who grew
up playing club water polo in Palm Springs, is a volunteer
assistant.

The Padres play a tournament at Watsonville Friday
and Saturday. Santa Catalina hosts Monterey at 4 p.m.
Tuesday.

Stevenson is at the St. Francis Autumn Invitational this
weekend and returns home to play Carmel at 7 p.m. Sept.
24,

Dennis Taylor is a professional freelance writer in
Monterey County. Contact him at scribelaureate@gmail.
com.
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Live Music,
Clubs and Events

Sunset kicks off another free concert series, Stanton Center hosts Beatles tribute

SERVING UP a series of free outdoor concerts, Sun-
set Center’s Terrace Hour is back with a show by local
singer and guitarist Frank Weckerle Friday at 6 p.m.

“Frank performs original music with a singular pur-
pose: to tell a great story,” Sunset Center said. “Inspired by
the soundtrack of his childhood and his father’s extensive

On a High Note

By CHRIS COUNTS

vinyl collection, he blends genres seamlessly and plays a
variety of stringed instruments like ukulele and mandolin,
led by his signature finger-style acoustic guitar.”

People are welcome to bring outside food and non-al-
coholic drinks, but alcohol must be purchased at Sunset’s
bar, which serves beer, wine and canned spirits. Casas de
Humo BBQ will also be on site.

Singer and guitarist Rags Rosenberg opens for Red Beans & Rice
Friday af Wave Street Studios in Monterey.

The series continues through Oct. 10. Sunset
Center is located at San Carlos and Ninth.

B Fab Four fundraiser

Raising money for the Monterey History and
Art Association, a collection of local musicians pay
tribute to The Beatles at the Stanton Center in Mon-
terey Friday at 6 p.m.

The lineup for “Beatles’ Night” includes singer
Alina Markina, mandolinist Dave Holodiloff,
singer and guitarist Dan Frechette, keyboardist
Juneau Rowe and percussionist Shaun Elley.

“We’re so excited to be bringing ‘Beatles Night’
to life — not just as a concert, but as a full-on Brit-
ish experience,” explained Dot Findlater, propri-
etor of local specialty caterer Rosemary & Thyme
High Teas, which is presenting the event. “Whether
you’re a lifelong Beatles fan or just fancy a great
night in Monterey, you will enjoy an event full of
heart, humor and a little magic.”

A silent auction features a trove of Beatles’
memorabilia. Tickets start at $95. The center is
located at 5 Custom House Plaza. rosemaryandthyme-
highteas.com.

B Blues never tasted better

One of Monterey County’s most popular and enduring
homegrown bands, Red Beans & Rice rocks Wave Street
Studios in Monterey Friday at 7 p.m. Singer and guitarist
Rags Rosenberg opens the show.

Led by singer Gil Rubio, the band has been playing
on local stages since 1993, playing a dance-friendly mix
of “New Orleans-influenced, blues-inspired party music.”

“They’re just a high-energy band that’s a lot of fun,”
their manager, Steve Vagnini, told The Pine Cone.
“They’re exciting and well-rehearsed, and they’re one of

Singer and guitarist Frank Weckerle kicks off Sunset Center's latest free
outdoor concert series Friday.

the few bands here that plays original music. They just
keep getting better and better.”
Tickets are $25. The venue is located at 774 Wave St.

Live music Sept. 19-25
M Big Sur

Big Sur River Inn — singer and guitarist Rick Chelew
(folk, Saturday at 12:30 p.m.), Hotbox Harry (“Big Sur
country,” Sunday at 1 p.m.). 46800 Highway 1.

Fernwood Resort — Toro y Moi (indie-pop, Friday
and Saturday at 10 p.m.). 47200 Highway 1.

See MUSIC page 35A

SUNSET CULTURAL CENTER
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3 COURSE MEALS STARTING AT $19.95
FOR MONTEREY COUNTY LOCALS & MILITARY
A SAMPLING FROM OUR MENU:

ASIAN STYLE BABY BACK RIBS | SANDDABS

MONDAYS-THURSDAYS [ax] "p ke [x]

Must present Monterey County SCAN FOR

or Military ID. FULL MENU

Parties of 8 or less. Not valid holidays.
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S EAFCOD ] STEAKS

Proprietors Chris Shake and Sabu JR Shake

SAT, SEPT 20, 2025 7:30
AWARD-WINNING COMED?
OPEN DAILY AT 10:30AM
FishHopper.com
831372-8543 | 700 Cannery Row

TICKETS ON SALE NOWV!

HUCI[E] SAN CARLOS ST AT 9™ AVE, CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA, CA 93921
('3 BOX OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY - FRIDAY, NOON - 4 PM
'ﬁ 831.620.2048 | BOXOFFICE@SUNSETCENTER.ORG | SUNSETCENTER.ORG |
E:’. % SUNSET CULTURAL CENTER, INC. IS A 501(C)3 NONPROFIT | TAX ID #52-2404864

SUNSET

CULTURAL CENTER
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Hoist a stein, taste the town, and celebrate the start of grape harvest

M ONDAY IS the autumnal equinox, and while signs
point to yet another year of pumpkin-spiced everything,
local restaurateurs have so far exercised restraint. There’s
nothing wrong with a dusting of cinnamon, nutmeg and
clove, but does anyone really need pumpkin-spiced-gra-
ham Goldfish crackers? Or harvest-scented goats-milk
lattes for dogs? It boggles the mind.

Soup to Nuts

Meanwhile, there are lots of opportunities for “Ein
Prosit der Gemiitlichkeit” — a German toast to fellowship
and fun — and the spirit of Oktoberfest.

The winery harvest parties have begun, too, and some
college students got a lesson in sustainability. The Last
Hometown is going to be dining out in a big way, and new
tapas are hitting plates in Monterey. Read on, and have a
tasty week.

M Trailside’s Oktoberfest is back

Trailside Cafe’s annual Oktoberfest celebration kicks
off Saturday and runs daily through Oct. 5, with 10-plus

Peter B's in the Portola Hotel is celebrating Oktoberfest with a special “Peterho-
sen” beer. The brewpub produces a variety of craft beers that are available on
tap, and you can purchase a tasting flight of four for $12.

FIRE UP THE GRILL

THERE IS ONLY ONE CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA
& ONLY ONE PLACE TO BUY THE BEST BEEF

at Tthe Best Corner cn Carnmel

Don't forget Bruno's §
WHEN CASTING YOUR VOTE /

BRUNO’S

MARKET & DELI
PRIME & USDA CHOICE MEATS
GOURMET DELI
FARM FRESH PRODUCE

831-624-3821 Ample Free Parking

AWARD WINNING BUTCHERS
PRIME & USDA CHOICE MEATS, POULTRY & SEAFOOD
SKIRT STEAK ¢ FLANK STEAK ¢ TRI TIP ¢ AIR CHILLED SMART CHICKENS

Award Winning Market & Deli
ORGANIC PRODUCE ¢ FULL SERVICE GOURMET DELI
READY MADE ENTREES ¢« FRESH SQUEEZED ORGANIC OJ
CoLD CRAFT BEER ¢« LOCAL WINES ¢ TOP SHELF LIQUOR « AND MORE!

Famous Prime Rib Carving Station with
THURSDAY, MEATLOAF ¢ FRIDAY, POACHED SALMON ¢ SATURDAY, 1/2 CHICKEN WITH
SCALLOPED POTATOES, VEGETABLE MEDLEY, GARLIC BREAD e 4PM - TIL SOLD OUT

German beers on draft and food to
match, live music and lots of fun.

Festival specials include draft
beers available in 1-liter mugs for
$14, with customers invited to chip
in another $10 to keep it and enjoy
$10 refills throughout Oktoberfest.
In addition, those who try six dif-
ferent drafts during the festival will
receive a free half-liter mug.

Food specials include jager
schnitzel (tenderized and breaded
pork loin pan fried and served with
mushroom gravy, traditional warm
German potato salad and sau-
teed vegetables) and “The Wurst”
— a Stone Brewing/Silva Beer
bratwurst and a Corralitos Cheesy
Bavarian sausage served with
kraut, a Bavarian-style pretzel and

I L e

two mustards.

Pretzels  with  house-made
cheese sauce, bratwurst with sau-
erkraut, and, for kids, a frankfurter
with fries, are available too.

To celebrate the opening of this year’s festival, Tony B.
will perform live at 6 p.m. on Sept. 20. Oh, and
those who don their dirndls and lederhosen will
receive discounts.

The cafe is located at 3 Del Fino Place in
Carmel Valley Village. Visit trailsidecafecv.
com.

B Party in the vineyard

Steve Mclntyre and the team at the winery
that bears his name are hosting their annual har-
vest party Sunday, Oct. 12, from 11 a.m. to 2
p.m., with tours, small bites and pours of pre-
mium wines.

Planted in 1973, Mcintyre’s 60 acres of
vines include some of the oldest pinot noir and
chardonnay in the highly acclaimed Santa Lucia
Highlands AVA, and the winery produces sev-
eral different bottlings from there and from its

831-624-1805

6" & Junipero, Carmel ¢ Open Daily 6:30am - 8pm ¢ Local Home & Hotel Delivery

ANNUAL GRAPE STOMP
& OYSTER SHUCK

Celebrating Carmel Valley’s late summer harvest with Chef Gus Trejo and the

e
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RESTAURANT & BAR

415 West Carmel Valley Road < Carmel Valley
(831) 658-3400 ° bernarduslodge.com

Greg Ahn guides visiting CSUMB students through the grounds at Folkiale Winery. The
group’s visit is part of their program in sustainable hospitality and tourism management, and
it gave the students an opportunity to see the principles they'd been studying put info action.

sister estate, the 81-acre Kimberly Vineyard in Arroyo
Seco. As owner and operator of Monterey Pacific, which
farms 17,000 acres of vines within and beyond the county,
Steve Mclntyre is said to be “one of the most knowledge-
able viticulturists in California.”

At the party, guests will enjoy front-row seats for the
harvest. After getting a taste of wine and a snack at the
start, they’ll continue sampling Mclntyre wines paired
with appetizers from Ardent Culinaire Catering.

Bocce, cornhole, music and a game called Guess That
Grape, in which guests taste grapes and try to determine
the varietals, will be on offer, with the winner taking home
a large-format bottle. A falconer will demonstrate how
pests are controlled in the vineyard.

Tickets are $80 per person and can be ordered at
exploretock.com by searching under Mclintyre Family
Wines. The winery is located at 31901 Sanchez Road in
Soledad.

Continues next page

-

Lucia culinary team. Experience grape stomping, oyster shucking, and wine
tasting in Ingrid’s Vineyard before enjoying a luncheon highlighting local
artisans, farmers, fishermen, and ranchers, from Swank Farms’ sweet corn and
heirloom tomatoes to Morro Bay oysters and Coturnix quail. Don’t miss this
unforgettable autumn celebration of the valley’s bounty.

Oct 4 | Starting at 11 am
$135 per person plus tax and gratuity

%

BERNARDUS

LODGE & SPA
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Bl CSUMB students in
Folktale contest

Students enrolled in Cal State Monterey
Bay’s sustainable hospitality and tourism
management program spent a recent day at
Folktale in Carmel Valley sampling some
of the harvest’s first grapes, touring the
winery and vineyard, and engaging in a
friendly culinary competition.

“The immersive visit introduced stu-
dents to Folktale’s commitment to organic
and sustainable farming practices, vine-
yard stewardship and a guest experience
rooted in care for both people and the
land,” a spokesperson said.

Folktale founders and CEOs Greg and
Madigan Ahn and their management team,
including vice president John Fitzgerald,
discussed their sustainable practices in
viticulture and hospitality, “giving students
a firsthand look at how values-driven prac-
tices translate into award-winning wine
and guest experiences.”

Pac-Man on board

Their day included lunch and wrapped
up with a Lord of the Board contest in
which student teams assembled charcuterie
boards using locally sourced ingredients
and had their creations judged by the win-
ery’s culinary team. Entries included a
Pac-Man-inspired cheese presentation and
florets of cured meats.

The day at Folktale “brought our class-
room lessons to life,” according to Paige

F O O D

Viren, the CSUMB program’s exec-
utive director, and she praised the
Ahns’ visionary leadership and gen-
erous philanthropy. Both serve on
boards supporting CSUMB, Viren
said, and they “consistently give back
— creating opportunities like this for
our students to learn, connect and be
inspired.”

B Hometown celebration

The P. G. Chamber of Commerce’s
13th Annual Flavors of Pacific Grove
is Thursday, Sept. 25, from 5:30 to 8
p.m.

More than two dozen restaurants,
breweries and wineries will offer tast-
ings, drinks and desserts, all served
up along Lighthouse Avenue. That
way you can walk off some of the treats as
you go, right?

Five local bands will perform at various
locations throughout the evening.

Participating restaurants, breweries
and venues include: Beach House at Lov-
ers Point, Colette’s Ice Cream, Fandango,
Fishwife, Hops & Fog Brewing Company,
Il Vecchio, International Cuisine, Julia’s
Vegetarian Restaurant, La Piccolo Pizza,
Love Thai Cuisine, Mezzaluna Pasteria,
Passionfish, Petra, Pizza My Way, Pop
& Hiss, Red House Cafe, Spotted Duck
Restaurant, The French Baker, Monarch
Pub, newcomer The Perfect Crumb, Vivo-
lo’s Chowder House, Wild Fish Restau-
rant, the spiffed-up Lighthouse Cinemas &
Event Center, and Trader Joe’s.

Wineries will include Comanche

%hearwater

=1 TAVERN
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CARMEL

B Ssion i Y
Carmel’s favorite
neighborhood

destination.

6:30am to 11am Breakfast Daily
4:00pm to 9:00pm Tuesday to Saturday

2021

Tuesday - Burger, Beer, Bourbon $35
Wednesday - $3 Oysters & Half Priced
Bottles of Wine

Thursday - Prime Rib Dinner $41
Happy Hour - Drink & Food Specials
Tue - Sat | 4pm -6pm

3665 RIO ROAD, CARMEL
SHEARWATERTAVERN.COM

Three Locations to Experience Chef Tim |\
Heated Patios for Outdoor Dining
Neighborhood Sourced Ingredients
Local Beer & Wine
Chef Driven Menus

Q0.
2,

“Where elevated comfort

meets community flavor”

000,
& )
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RESTAURANT & LOUNGE
1 cldede

Open Daily

Wednesdays - Sundays Closed Wednesdays
831.373.1232 831.624.1854 831.620.7371
9:00a-9:00p Lunch & Dinner 11:00a-3:00p

September 19, 2025

Cellars, Conrado Oak View Vineyards,
[.Brand Winery, Riboli Family Wines and
Scheid Vineyards.

Organizers encourage attendees to
“come hungry, leave inspired.” Tickets are
$75 per person and can be purchased at

The Carmel Pine Cone 33A

Students from
CSUMB were
guests at Folktale
winery recently. In
addition fo learning
about sustainable
vineyard pracfices,
they participated in
a competition fo see
whose charcuterie
presentafion would
earm them the fifle of
“Llord of the Board.”

pacificgrove.org or by calling (831) 373-
3304. Organizers recommend purchasing
tickets early, as the event has sold out in
previous years.

See FOOD next page

EBENIHANA

STERK - SEAFOOD - SUSHI
DAILY 12 NOON TO 10PM

EXPERIENCE THE ORIGINAL

Watch as your personal chef slices tender

steak and juicy chicken. Take in the aroma
of sizzling shrimp, lobster and savory
vegetables. Or try our fresh nigiri, sashimi
and specialty rolls, all prepared with the
same flair that made Benihana a legend
in Japanese cuisine.

136 Olivier St., Monterey
Near Old Fisherman's Wharf
(831) 644-9007 WWW.BENIHANA.COM

e

OPEN DAILY

1AM

riday - Sund

usgic on

FOR LUNCA.
S3pMm A

% OPEN FORDINNER | |

ay,®PM - 9PM
Friday nights! =

o

831.620.8910 | 8000 VALLEY GREENS DRIVE, CARMEL




atmosphere.

Gourmet Califorr
comfort food.

Outstanding
craft drinks.

400 TYLER ST, MONTEREY
(831)372-TURN B B
www.turn12barandgrill.com

Tugn12

MONIERE

Maximize e
Your Earnings

Grow your savings with a secure 12-month
Certificate of Deposit at 4.00% Interest Rate.

4.00% Interest Rate / 4.07% APY*
Minimum Deposit: $100,000

Visit any of our locations or call our
branch managers for assistance.

Member

montereycountybank.com FDIC

*APY Info: The annual percenta%e yield assumes interest will
remain on deposit until maturity. A withdrawal will reduce
earnings. Early Withdrawal Penalty: If your Account has
not matured, any withdrawal of all or part of the funds from
your Account may result in an early withdrawal penalty.
Available to new funds only. Annual Percentage Yield is
accurate as of 09/02/2025.

Family-Owned. Locally Loved. Since 1980.
Open Daily from 8am

Koy

MEITAYURANT

Caffe by Rosines...-
. Brewing this Fall!

Next opportunity to showcase your business: October 17, 2025
Call Jessica Caird (831) 274-8590 | jessica@carmelpinecone.com
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Bl Estéban’s new happy hour menu

Estéban Restaurant in the Casa Munras Garden Hotel
(700 Munras Ave., Monterey) has launched a new Tapas
Happy Hour, available nightly from 4:30 to 6 p.m. Guests
are welcome to enjoy the restaurant’s offerings on the
outdoor patio (with plenty of ways to keep warm, should
summer come to a foggy end) or in the dining room.

The updated menu features new items like a pintxos
(finger food) board with Marcona almonds, olives and
pickled vegetables, or a helping of blistered shishito pep-
pers served with romesco — a roasted red pepper sauce
— plus vinegar and the flavorful Middle Eastern spice
blend, za’atar. Or, try the pepperoni pizza with San Mar-
zano sauce and provolone, mozzarella and Parmesan
cheeses. Chef Steven’s pork and veal meatballs with sauce

CALENDAR

Sept. 19 & 20 - 2 DAYS ONLY! "End of Summer Sale”
at Baum & Blume and The Carriage House! 11:30
a.m.-7 p.m. 20 percent off everything in the Boutique!
Summer hats, clothing and scarves! Tabletop, books,
children’s gifts, bath products and more. We're making
space for new holiday merchandise! 4 El Caminito Road,
Carmel Valley (831) 659-0400.

Sept. 20 - Carmel Valley Lodge Mosaic Class with
Didier Guedj, 4 to 7 p.m. $80 all supplies included,
snacks and beverages. (831) 659-2261 to book your
spot. Limited seating, please book early!

Sept. 20 - Meet the artists: Lori Poncsak and Mary
Titus at Popup Gallery Reception, 4 to 7 p.m. Free
raffle for original painting, at The Crossroads Shopping
Center, Rio Road off Highway 1, Carmel. Details: (831)
402-1955

Sept. 20 - All are invited to the Carmel Woman's
Club Centennial Celebration, “Journey Through
Time."” Enjoy live music, local bites, historical exhibits,
family fun and a Centennial birthday cake. Noon to 4
p.m. at the club, Ninth at San Carlos, Carmel-by-the Sea.
Tickets are $10 at the door or at carmelwomansclub.
ticketspice.com/cwe. Children under 12 free with
paying adult.

Sundays - Live music 5 to 7 p.m. at Woody’s at
Del Mesa. Musical guests Brice and Nina deliver an
eclectic mix of jazz, rock and reggae, 500 Del Mesa
Carmel. (831) 624-1854

Thursdays - Live jazz with The David Morwood
Jazz Band, 6 to 9 p.m., at Terry's Restaurant + Lounge,
inside Cypress Inn, Lincoln and Seventh, Carmel-by-the-
Sea. For more information, please contact Cypress Inn,
(831) 624-3871.

Sept. 22 - Join us for the Gen Giammanco
Foundation Charity Golf Tournament at Corral
de Tierra Country Club. The foundation’s mission is
to provide scholarships to Monterey County college-
bound student athletes. For inquiries, donations, or
sponsorships, contact Annie Giammanco at (831)
915-1005 or gensfoundation@gmail.com. For golf
tournament registration or to join the event reception,
visit https://gengiammancofoundation.org/golf-
tournament

Sept. 26 - World Affairs Council of the Monterey
Bay Area (WACMB) will present a lecture / luncheon
11:30 a.m. at the Ferrante’s Room of the Monterey
Marriott. Our speaker will be Professor Avner Cohen,
senior fellow, James Martin Center for Nonproliferation
Studies at MIIS, whose topic will be “Reflections
About Israel, Iran and the Gaza War." Please visit
www.wacmb.org for event registration and information.

Oct. 3-5 - Tor House Fall Festival: 5-7 p.m. Fri. sunset
celebration at Tor House. Music, poetry reading, wine
and cheese. $35. 9 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. Sat. talks, panel
discussion, poetry reading at Carmel Woman's
Club. Free admission. 5 to 8 p.m. Sat. reception and
banquet at Monterey Conference Center. Speakers:
Sam Farr and Aengus Jeffers. $80. 2 to 5 p.m. Sun.
Tour of Point Sur Lighthouse with poetry. $25
Reservations: www.torhouse.org/events. Info: (831)
624-1813.

Oct. 18 - Monterey Firefighters Charity Ball comes
to The Inn at Spanish Bay. Black-tie elegance meets
community spirit! Enjoy gourmet dining, thrilling
auctions, and a lively dance floor - all to benefit local
causes and outreach programs led by the Monterey
Firefighters Community Foundation. Tickets $250:
www.montereyfirefighterfoundation.org

To advertise, email anne@carmelpinecone.com
$0.50 per word ($25 min. charge)
* Add a photo for your event for only $25 ¢
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and Manchego cheese are on offer, along with delicious
empanadas filled with braised pork shoulder, feta and salsa
verde.

Signature drinks include the Four-Eyed Bike Ride,
made with Sauza tequila, Aperol, guava, lime and Tajin
(chili-lime salt); Get Figgy With It, crafted with Jim Beam
bourbon, amaro, fig jam, black walnut bitters and maple
syrup, and Too Cool For School, which blends Outer
Banks gin, Cherry Bark vanilla bitters, watermelon, mint
and soda. Do try the house-made sangria in red or rose,
available by the glass or pitcher — it’s refreshing and
delightful to share.

Weekly specials, which you can view on the restau-
rant’s website at hotecasamunras.com by selecting “Din-
ing,” and then “Seasonal Specials,” include Shucking
Social Sundays with $1 oysters and half-priced bottles of
wine, $5 empanadas on Mondays, Date Night Tuesdays
with a four-course prix-fixe dinner including dessert and
sangria, and Wednesday Burger Nights.

Reservations are recommended. To book a table, call
831-375-0176 or email info@estebanrestaurant.com.

B Peterhosen?

Peter B’s will host its annual Oktoberfest celebration
from Sept. 20 to Oct. 5, offering guests a taste of Germany
with traditional fare and specialty beers.

The event features an exclusive Oktoberfest lager
crafted by the brewpub’s team. Called “Peterhosen,” it
will be available throughout the festival for $8 a pint. The
menu includes smokey beef sausage from Corralitos Sau-
sage Company, served with a Bavarian pretzel, Dijon mus-
tard and house-made beer cheese sauce for $16. Guests
can also enjoy grilled bratwurst with mashed potatoes,
sauerkraut and grain mustard for $14.

Nobody celebrates carbs like the Germans.

In keeping with the festive spirit, guests who arrive
clad in lederhosen or dirndls will receive a 15 percent dis-
count on food purchases.

Peter B’s is located inside the Portola Hotel, which is at
the intersection of Alvarado Street and Del Monte Avenue
in Monterey.

Mary Schley and Elaine Hesser contributed to this
week’s column.

Support The Pine Cone by supporting our advertisers!

ANTIQUES &
COLLECTIBLES

NERY
ANTIQUE MALL

OVER 100 DEALERS
21,000 SQUARE FEET

The Largest Antiques
and Collectibles Mall
on the Central Coast

Antique Mall of the Year
Professional Antique
Mall Magazine

471 WAVE STREET
MONTEREY

(831) 655-0264

Open Daily 11 AM to 6 PM

canneryrowantiquemall.com
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Henry Miller Library — singer and guitarist Blake
Mills and bassist Pino Palladino (Wednesday at 6 p.m.).
48603 Highway 1. Visit henrymiller.org for more info.

Bl Carmel

Barmel — singer and guitarist Ryan Sesma (Sunday
at 7 p.m.), singer and guitarist Kyle Kovalik (Thursday at
7 p.m.). Carmel Square on San Carlos north of Seventh.

Edgar’s Restaurant — singer and multi-instrumen-
talist Reija Massey (Friday at 5:30 p.m.). 8205 Valley
Greens Drive.

Golden Bough Playhouse — singer and guitarist Lau-
ren Monroe, drummer Rick Allen and others play a bene-
fit concert for the Raven Drum Foundation. Tickets start at
$50. On Monte Verde between Eighth and Ninth. For more
details, visit PacRep.org.

Hyatt Carmel Highlands — singer and pianist T.J.
Kuenster (jazz, Friday at 5 p.m.), singer and guitarist
Fred McCarty (Saturday at 5 p.m.), singer Dino Vera
(Thursday at 6 p.m.). 120 Highlands Drive.

Cypress Inn — pianist Gennady Loktionov and
singer Debbie Davis (cabaret, Saturday at 6:30 p.m.), The
Andrea Carter Trio (jazz and pop, Sunday at 11 a.m.),
The David Morwood Jazz Band (Thursday at 6 p.m.).
Lincoln and Seventh.

La Playa Hotel — The David Morwood Jazz Band
(Sunday at 5 p.m.), singer and guitarist Peter Barnes Mar-
tin (jazz, Tuesday at 5 p.m.). Camino Real and Eighth.

Links Club — The Transducers Band (rock and funk,
Saturday at 7:30 p.m.), Songwriters Showcase (Tuesday
at 7:30 p.m., sign-ups start at 6:30 p.m.). Carmel Plaza,
Mission and Ocean.

Mission Ranch — singer and pianist Maddaline
Edstrom (jazz, Friday through Sunday at 5 p.m.), pianist
Gennady Loktionov (jazz, Monday through Thursday at
5 p.m.). 26270 Dolores St.

B Carmel Valley

Baja Cantina — Scarlet (pop and rock, Thursday at 6
p-m.). 7166 Carmel Valley Road.

Bernardus Lodge — pianist Michael Culver (jazz,
Friday at 6 p.m.), Andrea’s Fault (jazz and pop, Saturday
at noon), singer and pianist T.J. Kuenster (jazz, Saturday
at 6 p.m.), guitarist John Sherry (rock and blues, Sunday
at noon), singer and guitarist Casey Frazier (Tuesday at 4
p.m.), singer and guitarist Adrea Castiano (Wednesday at
4 p.m.). 415 W. Carmel Valley Road.

Folktale Winery — singer and guitarist Kito Ray-
burn (Friday at 5 p.m.), singer and multi-instrumentalist
Casey Wickstrom (rock and blues, Saturday at 5 p.m.),
Monterey Jazz Regional All-Star Combos (Sunday at
11 a.m.), singer and guitarist Lindsey Wall (Monday at. 5
p.m.), singer and guitarist R.J. DeMarco (Wednesday at

See LIVE page 37A

New Image by Hilary

~~ Permanent Make-Up Artist
- p

Before After
f you don’t look good, [ don’t look good

Look 10 years younger in just a couple of hours using
the application of Permanent Make Up.

(831) 484-5400 | NEWIMAGEBYHILARY.COM

Yiaw é)&faf@ﬁwe//y

FINE ESTATE JEWELRY
BOUGHT AND SOLD

Serving Carmel Since 1982

831-624-5991

Mission St. Between Ocean and 7t

www.viauestatejewelry.com

Journey to the heart of Carmel ..

where it all began

:“I\ﬁnl_,:Ml_SSION BAsiLicA

St. Jobn's Chapel Del (Donte

e Establisbed 1891

1490 Mark Thomas Drive, Monterey, A 93940
831-375-4463 ° stjohnschapel.com
The Rev. Dr. Richard Miles 1928 Book of Common Prayer
HOLY COMMUNION AT 10 A.M. SUNDAYS

Healing with joy:
Discovering the power of Love

Divine Love, God, frees us from

fear, illness, and polarization.

This freedom is given impartially
to everyone.

Christian Science Reading Room
2 SW Lincoln St between 5th and 6th
Carmel-by-the-Sea, CA 93921

Church of the Wayfarer
United Methodist
Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

Sunday Worship
10 am.

ALL are WELCOME

L|nco|n S’rree’r and 7th Avenue ¢ Carmel-by-the-Sea
churchofthewayfarer.com ¢ 831-624-3550

Community Church of the Monterey Peninsula
Independent & United Church of Christ
Open and Affirming

WORSHIP 11 A.M. SUNDAYS Q\j < i
Sermon title: ‘Ej &
NOT JUST MY FATHER R\\ &
BUT OUR FATHER S
Pastor Paul Wrightman

4590 Carmel Valley Road, Carmel CA 93923
(831) 624-8595/ccmp.ora

Forest

on the
Stevenson School Campus

Preaching this Sunday
Pastor Mike Harbert
“A Cry for Mercy”

Special Music 9:45 am
Worship Service 10:00 am

Complimentary Pebble Beach Gate Entrance

3152 Forest Lake Road, Pebble Beach

churchintheforest.org

All Saints’ Episcopal Church

SUNDAYS 10 A.M.
SW Corner of Dolores & 9th
Carmel-by-the-Sea

Centering Prayer - Thursdays at 5:30 p.m
(In-Person and Online)

831.624.3883 info@allsaintscarmel.org

TRADITIONAL

77:00am

CONTEMPORARY

Corner of Ocean & Junipero

and carmelpres.org

BELONG 10
CARING COMMUNITY

QUESTIONS?
(408) 708-8800
ComeUntoChrist.org

Chapels & Services

1Skyline Forest Dr, Monterey
e 10am.
e 1230 pm. (single adults)

THE CHURCH OF

JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
MONTEREY STAKE

1024 Noche Buena St, Seaside
] 10:30 am.
e 1pm.(Tongan)

St. Anselm’s Anglican Church
ih SCRIPTURE-BASED WORSHIP
FELLOWSHIP HOUR
P 4 Worship Every
_ Sunday 9:30 am
A Meeting at:
Peninsula Baptist Church
1116 Funston Avenue | Pacific Grove, CA 93950
831-521-4267 | stanselmsanglican.org




36A The Carmel Pine Cone

September 19, 2025

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Deadline: Monday, 1 p.m. ¢ NOTICE: SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS ARE ACCEPTED ONLY BY EMAIL ¢ Email service@carmelpinecone.com

D AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE

831.657.9000

In Monterey Since 1981

D CARPET & FLOOR CLEANING

DIRTY
FLOORS?

Professional Cleaning at Affordable Prices [}
Stone ° Tile & Grout ¢ Vinyl /%

Call Steve today for a free estimate! | . .
(831) 899-5613

D CASH FOR GOLD & SILVER

MONTEREY

S Gold & Coin Exchange

David: (831) 521-3897

153 Country Club Gate Center
Pacific Grove | CA | 93950

D CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL

CONSTRUCTION
ADU « Remodel « New Construction

We give your project the attention you deserve. We respond
quickly and provide fixed price competitive quotes,

le sooees e 831.684-2457

"Widely recognized as one of the finest and most
highly respected names in residential construction
on the Monterey Peninsula.”

( Shop locally!

D DRIVING SERVICE

NEED A DRIVER?

| can drive for you.

Errands, appts., airports.
References available.

Laurie 831-601-4725

D FENCES AND DECKS

ON-LINE FENCE

All Types & Styles

New & Repairs

Gates, Power Washing, Sealing
Call Jimmy (83] ) 915-3557
Lic. # 830762 on-linefence.com

) FIREWOOD

Dry Oak

Well Seasoned
Split and Delivered

Quuality, well split
dry oak, delivered

) FLOORING
Floors & More

Install hardwoods, linoleum, tile. Sand and
refinish. Tile/remodel kitchens, & bathrooms.
Install countertops.

John Quinn - 831 402 1638

Lic. #821763 Bonded

D FURNITURE REFINISHING

FURNITURE REFINISHING - FRENCH QUALITY
ON PREMISES ORK
MODERN TOUGH "CATALYZED" SHERWIN-WILLIAMS COATINGS

NO "FUMES" In Your HOME or BUSINESS
*Antiques -Dining Tables - Chairs - Kitchens - Libraries - Teak
LARGE Hotels & Restaurants REF's - "LOCAL" Work You Can SEE
Call PAUL (831) 224 -5172  Lic16779%

D GARDEN - LANDSCAPE * IRRIGATION

ADAN’S
LANDSCAPE - MAINTENANCE
Residential/Commercial
Automatic Sprinklers & Irrigation Systems
New Sod or Seed
New Fences & Repair * Retaining Walls * Hauling
Ornamental Trimming & Tree Pruning
Pavers & Stamped Concrete
General Yard Clean-up, and etc.
~ FREE ESTIMATES ~

Over 20 years exp. - References Proudly Given

Lic. #949011 Tel: (831) 601-9225

‘ > CARMEL POINT
.,..,’3... LANDSCAPES
0 '.N . DESIGN, INSTALLATION

& MAINTENANCE
Specializing in Sustainable

Landscapes using Native Plants
and Locally Sourced Materials

www.carmelpointlandscapes.com

Call (831) 574-9837

Contractor License #1068673 FREE CONSULTATION

MATIAS GARDENING

Full Tree Service ® Poison Oak Removal
Garden Maintenance & Planting ® Tree Pruning
Fence Construction/Repair ® Hauling
20 Yrs. Experience ¢ Excellent references

(831) 800-6520 v

OAK FIREWOOD FOR SALE + REASONABLE PRICES

D GROCERY DELIVERY
CARMEL

BRUIVO S’ MARKET & DELI

GROCERY DELIVERY MONDAY - FRIDAY

Orders taken over the phone
Call by 11am for sume day delivery

Delivering to the Peninsula

831-624-3821

» HANDYMAN

HONEY DO LIST?

Carpentry, Painting, Interior/Exterior, Repairs,
Doors & Windows, Fences, Gates, Posts, Pav-
ers, Retaining Walls, Siding, Shelving, Cabinets,
Carpentry, Roof Debris, Plumbing/Electrical
Repairs, Drywall/Paint Repairs, Gutter/Roof
Cleaning. JOHN QUINN (831) 402-1638 Lic.
#821763 / Bonded

GREG'S HANDYMAN SERVICE

Carpentry, Electrical, Plumbing
Drywall Repair, Dry Rot Repair
Install Toilets, Light Fixtures, Heaters
INSURED - LOCAL REFERENCES

831-333-6975

No Lic.

) HAULING D HOUSE CLEANING
ANTONIO %Piﬂg’s House Cleaning
B Excellent References Available.
\ 20 Years Experience.
8 31 - 5 4 o - 5 1 9 9 f; \{““ Reliable and Thorough Cleaning
\ (831) 917-3937
Junk Removal
H?u"ng . MARTHA HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES
Clean Inside & Outside We use green products. Licensed & bonded.
Excellent References Homes/Offices. Move in move out.
Call 831
402-2220
Lexy’s Cleaning Services €%

HOME OR OFFICE CLEANING: ™ ~ ’ _
One-time - Weekly - Bi-weekly =
Monthly cleaning services 1

(831) 264-3497

D) HOUSE CLEANING

Central Coast Cleaning, LLC

~=== We create FREE TIME for
© :_'. busy people! Providing
3}; —— professional cleaning
_1,_— services for Residential,
Commercial, Vacation Homes

and Special Events. Proudly

GRACE’S CLEANING SERVICES

Excellent References o
25 Years Experience - Residential-Commercial ~  g*
Move In/Move Out - Organization ‘

Email: ghernandz1975@icloud.com

i k= serving all of Monterey
Leave the detaits  County for 25 years. We are 831-241-4692
bous. Bonded and Insured.

www.centralcoastcleaning.com
FREE ESTIMATES
831.442.1965

TWO GIRLS FROM CARMEL

SO MANY DUST BUNNIES, SO

v

831.626.4426

WWW.TWOGIRLSFROMCARMEL.COM

MARCOS’ HOUSE CLEANING SERVICE
Residential/Commercial/Move-outs
Windows ¢ Pressure Washing
Construction Cleaning * Vacation Homes
Offices ¢ Floor Cleaning * Strip & Wax
(831) 264-3697

Free Estimates * Guaranteed Jobs ¢ Lic. 342947 Continues on next page

Police Log: Dec. 13, 18

person on San Carlos St. reported
feeling uncomfortable in an Uber.

pair of handcuffs was found at the
ent.mnce to Haul Road off Highway 68.

o No owner
Pacific e information
Grove is known.

0 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Reach the people who need your service for as little as $20 per week.
Put The Carmel Pine Cone to work for you!
DEADLINE: 1 P.M. MONDAYS.

Email service@carmelpinecone.com

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

e000000000000000
ececececccccoce
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5 p.m.), singer and guitarist Sabelle (Thursday at 2 p.m.),
The Monterey String Quartet (Beatles tribute, Thursday
at 8 p.m.). 8940 Carmel Valley Road.

Trailside Cafe — singer and guitarist Tony Burciaga
(Oktoberfest celebration, Saturday at 5 p.m.). 3 Del Fino
Place.

B Monterey

Albatross Ridge Winery — singer and guitarist Ryan
Sesma (Friday at 6 p.m.), singers and guitarists Keith
Rayburn and Rick Chelew and singer Eliza James (Sat-
urday at 6 p.m.). 316 Alvarado St.

Bon Ton LeRoy’s Smokehouse — Open Mic (Thurs-
day at 7 p.m.). 794 Lighthouse Ave.

Bulldog Sports Pub — Tribe in the Sky presents a
weekly jam (Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.). 611 Lighthouse Ave.

Continues from previous page

Estéban Restaurant — guitarist Catherine Broz
(Spanish and classical, Thursday at 5 p.m.). Casa Munras
Hotel, 700 Munras Ave.

Golden State Theatre — Straight Tequila Night
(country covers, Friday at 7:15 p.m.), singer and guitarist
Fred Armisen (music and comedy, Saturday at 6 p.m.).
417 Alvarado St., goldenstatetheatre.com.

Hyatt Regency Monterey — Andrea’s Fault (jazz
and pop, Friday at 7 p.m.), singer and guitarist Scott
Slaughter (Saturday at 7 p.m.). 1 Old Golf Course Road.

InterContinental Hotel — guitarist John Sherry
(rock and blues, Friday at 7 p.m.), singer and guitarist
Sabelle (Saturday at 7 p.m.), guitarist Terrance Farrell
(Spanish, classical and jazz, Sunday at 9 a.m.). 750 Can-
nery Row.

Jack’s Monterey — singer and multi-instrumental-
ist Rory Lynch (Friday at 6 p.m.), multi-instrumentalist
Paul Contos & friends (jazz, Thursday 6 p.m.). At Portola
Hotel, 2 Portola Plaza.

Midici Pizza — singer Janice Perl, pianist T.J. Kuen-
ster, bassist Joe Dolister (jazz, Sunday at 5 p.m.), singer
Akina Miyata, guitarist Sam Nilsson, pianist Bill Spen-

cer (jazz, Thursday at 6 p.m.). 467 Alvarado St.

Monterey Plaza Hotel — pianist Gary Meek (jazz,
Friday at 6 p.m.), singer and pianist Scott Brown (jazz
and pop, Saturday at 6 p.m.), pianist Steve Mann (jazz,
Sunday at 6 p.m.). 400 Cannery Row.

Peter B’s — The Money Band Duo (pop and rock,
Thursday at 6 p.m.). At Portola Hotel, 2 Portola Plaza.

Pearl Hour — The Zach Westfall Quartet (jazz, Sun-
day at 8 p.m.), The Ben Herod Trio (jazz, Wednesday at 8
p.m.). 214 Lighthouse Ave.

Puma Road Winery at Portola Plaza — singer and
guitarist Blaise DiGirolamo (Friday at 6 p.m.), singer and
guitarist Adam Behan (Saturday at 6 p.m.), singer and
guitarist Peter Barnes Martin (jazz, Sunday at 5 p.m.).
281 Alvarado St.

Sardine Factory — singer and guitarist David Conley
(Tuesday through Saturday at 7:30 p.m.). 701 Wave St.

Sly McFly’s — The Hackjammers (pop and rock, Fri-
day at 9 p.m.), Back Together Again (pop and rock, Sat-
urday at 9 p.m.), Victory Lane (classic rock, Monday at

See TUNES next page

D PAINTING D ROOF & GUTTER CLEANING ) ROOFING
D INTERIOR DESIGN INTERIOR POWER WASHING
EXTERIOR icen
FAUX FINISHES Heense #710088 GUTTER & ROOF CLEANING
C HA RLE S JOSEPH YOSCO
60, Box 221242 Painting C(631) 238.1095 MAKE SURE YOU
-0, box Since 1988 - -
G R U S S E L L Carmel, CA 93922 (831) 277-9747 GL(J:'II'-E'EAI:; YBCE)FUCI;RE 15 Years Experience Lic. #1129592
« Installation & « Decks
D E S I[ GN THE STORM Repair « Seamless Gutters
STUD I[ @ s URFACES J . - Slate & Metal Roof - Custom Metal
Free estimates « Waterproofing Fabrication

PAINTING & DECORATING, INC,

(ELL,

CHARLES GRUWELL
Design Consultant

(831) 392-0441

www.surfacespainting.com
RESIDENTIAL

¢ Interior/Exterior Painting
* Pressure Washing

CALL OR TEXT (831) 402 6729
Licensed and Insured Lic.#1013672

Free Estimate: 831-594-9437

jhonpremierroofing@gmail.com

COMMERCIAL

« Waterproof Coatings
» Faux Finishes

200-524-6222 « Spray Faciity « Venefion Plaster g i
LICENSE #805057 Yy '
charles@cgdstudionet WR I..OCAL EXPERT FOR OVER 25 YEARS! |
www.charlesgruwelldesign.com B rian toc k
Painting =  root f '
«Fast Extend Roof Life
P JUNK REMOVAL « Professional 5.15
P « Affordable - years
IAEY S . : : : : for a fraction of the cost of replacement!
(831) Residential - Commercial « Exteriors « Interiors P
/?EM[J 7L = Asphalt/Comp Roof Assessments

* Household Junk Removal * Yard Waste
Removal * Estate Sale Clean-outs * Job Site
Cleanup * Wood Chip/Mulch Delivery

Marcus McMillan
spankysjunkremoval@gmail.com

) LOCKSMITH

Lic#1062805

(O]

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL

Quality Craftsmanship for 26 Years

Wallpaper Installation and Removal

ParagonPamtmg us FREE ESTIMATES

R00F Y MAXX

Think you need a new roof?

RoofSoy.com - 831-224-7718

Certified Dealer My Soylutions LLC 93924

LICENSE # 1045785

// p;zssncs

>TILEROOF = >LIGHTWEIGHT CONCRETE
>SLATE ROOF DECKS

>COMPOSITION >METAL ROOF

>TORCH DOWN  >GUTTERS 1
>ROOF COATING >CUSTOM METAL FABRICATIONS

FREE ES'I'.IMATES1
Call Now! (831) 998-7775

Miguelprestigeroofing19@gmail.com
Prestigeroofingandsheetmetal.com

D TREE SERVICE
TREE TRIMMING

REMOVAL « PLANTING

30 Years on the Monterey Peninsula
JORNLEY 8313756552

Always Meticulous Preparation
Expert Interiors & Exteriors

TREE SERVICE
\.

FULLY INSURED - FREE ESTIMATES Ca & L\C.GGOSQJ

Cabinets & Fine Finishes
Faux Finishes & Stains

Maintenance & Protection

831-204-8877

MONTEREY
LOCK & KEY

LOCKSMITH < FREE ESTIMATES

831-375-L0CK (5625)

www.MontereylockKey.com

WILL BULLOCK PAINTING & RESTORING

Complete Interior and Exterior Painting
Always the Best Preparation and Paints
Power Washing / Decks / Best References

Lic.#436767 — Since 1984

831.277.8952 G

RITY ROOF
D

Roofing & Solar Perfected
(831) 375-8158

www.dorityroofing.com

J

J

IVERSON'’S TREE SERVICE
& STUMP REMOVAL
Complete Tree Service
Fully Insured
Lic. # 677370

Call (831) 625-5743

Lic. #728609

John Cardinalli - CA BSIS LIC. LC07195

D MASONRY

D PEST CONTROL

Retaining Walls ® Foundations e Fireplaces
Stone Veneer ¢ Driveways ® Patios ® Pavers

[ PEST

Mahoney

Masonry Inc.
831.659.0363

License 493213

PEST CONTROL * RODENT CONTROL

LANDSCAPE & TREE SPRAYING &
GARDEN AND TREE FEEDING

WEED MANAGEMENT SERVICES

CONTROL SERVICES)

BBB
258

rROSS

73 YEARS SERVING YOUR ROOFING NEEDS
Roof and ground mount systems

831-394-8581

ROSSROOFING 1950.COM @

CSLB1100089

All Types of Tree Trimming * Palm Tree Pruning &
Removal * Brush Clearing * Stump Grinding * Poison
Oak Removal * Chipping and Haul Away
COMMERCIAL » RESIDENTIAL

@ 831-588-2585

Support hometown businesses
— shop locally!

» WINDOW WASHING

NOTICE TO READERS:

mah'c;neymasonryinc@gmail.com RAP to $1,000, provided they don‘t hire employees and
www.MahoneyMasonrylnc.com BBI/SBB 9|55 cs NET don't require a buiIdin? permit. However, any project
www.facebook.com/MahoneyMasonrylnc SINCE 1999 "Bl exceeding this threshold or involving permits or the
use of hired workers must be completed by a licensed

contractor. State law also requires that contractors

D> MOVING D PLUMBING include their license number on all advertising. You can
J & M MOVING AND STORAGE. INC check the status of your licensed contractor at www2.
\GE, . ) " cslb.ca.gov or (800) 321-CSLB (2752) . Unlicensed

We can handle all your moving and storage BRE,TT S I?LL,JMBI,NG : g individuals can advertise construction work if the total
needs, local or nationwide. Located in new Service, repairs, installation Qg % contract price is under $1,000, but the advertisement
20,000 sf Castroville warehouse. We specialize VERY COMPETITIVE PRICES must clearly state that they are not licensed by the

in high-value household goods. Excellent ref-
erences available. MTR 0190259, MC 486132.
Call Jim Stracuzzi at (831) 633-5903 or (831)
901-5867.

Specializing in: Radiant Floor Heating
Whole House Water Filtration
Sewer Scope Inspections © Reverse Osmosis

(831) 646-293 3Lic. No. 705164O

oo

at licensing@cpc.ca.gov

In California, an
unlicensed person can work on projects valued up

COMMISSION requires household movers to include

é Contractors State License Board. The PUBLIC UTILITIES
their PUC license number in their ads. Contact the PUC

CYPRESS

WINDOW CLEANING
Serving Monterey County since 2010

* House washing * Window cleaning
* Solar panel washing * Gutter cleaning
* Pressure washing

FREE ESTIMATES. CALL, TEXT OR EMAIL
cypresswindowcleaning@yahoo.com

¢ (831) 402-6729
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8:30 p.m.), Blue Fire (classic rock, Tuesday at 8:30 p.m.),
5 Star (Wednesday at 8:30 p.m.), Bobby & Friends (pop,
soul and r&b, Thursday at 8:30 p.m.). 700 Cannery Row.

B Pacific Grove

Asilomar Conference Grounds — singer and
multi-instrumentalist Reija Massey (Saturday at 4 p.m.),
guitarist Adam Astrup (jazz, Thursday at 4 p.m.). 800
Asilomar Ave.

Il Vecchio Restaurant — The Cena Jazz Trio (Thurs-
day at 6 p.m.). 110 Central Ave.

PUBLIC NOTICES

Lucy’s on Lighthouse — The Broken Shades (rock
and blues, Saturday at 2 p.m.), The Edge Band (rock and
country, Sunday at 2 p.m.). 1120 Lighthouse Ave.

Julia’s Vegetarian Restaurant — singer and guitarist
Rags Rosenberg (Friday at 7 p.m.), singer and guitarist
Kevin Smith (Saturday at 6 p.m.), Andrea’s Fault Duo
(jazz and pop, Monday at 6 p.m.), singer and guitarist
Holysea (Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.), singer and guitarist Rick
Chelew (Thursday at 6 p.m.). 1180 Forest Ave.

Pop ’n’ Hiss — Ricketts Folly (jazz, Thursday at 6
p.m.). 215 Forest Ave.

B Pebble Beach

The Inn at Spanish Bay — The Andy Weis Trio (jazz,
Friday, Saturday and Thursday at 7 p.m.), The Al James
Band (r&b, Saturday at 5 p.m.). 2700 17 Mile Drive.

H Seaside

Deja Blue — Wrockinfoose (r&b and soul, Sunday at
4 p.m.). 500 Broadway.

Palenke Arts — Los Tangueros del Oeste (hip-hop,
electronica & flamenco, Saturday at 6:30 p.m.). 1713
Broadway.

To update these listings, email chris@carmelpine-
cone.com.

Support The Pine Cone by supporting our advertisers!

Lien Sale Auction Advertisement
Notice is hereby given that Pursuant to
the California Self-Service Storage Facility
Act, (B&P Code 21700 et. seq.)
Auction to be held on
October 8, 2025 at 4:00PM at
www.selfstorageauction.com.
The property is stored at:
Marina U Store Self Storage
475 Reservation Road
Marina, CA 93933
Quintonia Anderson
9/19/25
CNS-3967305#
CARMEL PINE CONE
Publicaton Dates: Sept. 19, 2025
(PC 935)

Lien Sale Auction Advertisement
City of Monterey Harbor, 250 Figueroa
Street, Monterey, 10-01-2025 @ 11:00AM
CA HUNTER HIN# HUN34801K485

9/19/25

CNS-3967307#

CARMEL PINE CONE
Publicaton Dates: Sept. 19, 2025
(PC 936)

Lien Sale Auction Adverti

Publication Dates: Sept. 19, 26, Oct. 3, 10,
2025. (PC 938)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20251561

Filing type: NEW FILNG - with
CHANGE(S) from the previous filing.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: PEACEFUL PLANET PROGRAMS,
24544 Camino Del Monte, Carmel, CA
93923.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.:
PEACEFUL PLANET PROGRAMS.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: California
This business is conducted by a corporation.
Registrant commenced fo transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Jan. 1, 2009.
S/Elizabeth Hills, President
Date: July 15, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 26,
2025.
Publication Dates: Sept. 19, 26, Oct. 3, 10,
2025. (PC 939)

names as follows:
A Present name:
SOPHIA VIRGINIA BERRY
Proposed name:
SOPHIA VIRGINIA GAUTIER

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before
this court at the hearing indicated below
to show cause, if any, why the petition for
change of name should not be granted. Any
person objecting to the name changes de-
scribed above must file a written objection
that includes the reasons for the objection
at least two court days before the matter is
scheduled to be heard and must appear at
the hearing to show cause why the petition
should not be granted. If no written objec-
tion is timely filed, the court may grant the
petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING:

DATE: Oct. 21, 2025

TIME: 10:00 a.m.

DEPT: 15

The address of the court is 1200 Agua-
jito Road, Monterey, CA 93940.

Date filed: Aug. 11, 2025

(s) Hon. Thomas W. Wills

Judge of the Superior Court
Publication Dates: Sept. 19, 26, Oct. 3, 10,
2025. (PC 942)

Notice is hereby given that Pursuant to the
California Self-Service Storage Facility
Act, (B&P Code 21700 et. Seq.), the
undersigned will sell at public auction;
personal property including but not limited
to furniture, tools, and /or other misc. items.
Auction to be held at
4:00 pm on October 8, 2025:

The property is stored at:
StoragePRO of Carmel
9640 Carmel Valley Rd,.

Carmel, CA 93923
Name of Tenants
Laura Poncabare
Justis Andrew Daniels

9/19/25

CNS-3967303#

CARMEL PINE CONE
Publicaton Dates: Sept. 19, 2025
(PC 937)

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF MONTEREY

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 25CV004602

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Peti-
tioner, LETICIA RUIZ-RODRIGUEZ, filed a
petition with this court for a decree chang-
ing names as follows:
A Present name:
LETICIA RUIZ-RODRIGUEZ
aka LETICIA RUIZ RODRIGUEZ
aka LETICIA AYALA RUIZ
Proposed name:
LETICIA RUIZ PULIDO

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before
this court at the hearing indicated below
to show cause, if any, why the petition for
change of name should not be granted. Any
person objecting to the name changes de-
scribed above must file a written objection
that includes the reasons for the objection
at least two court days before the matter is
scheduled to be heard and must appear at
the hearing to show cause why the petition
should not be granted. If no written objec-
tion is timely filed, the court may grant the
pefition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING:

DATE: Nov. 4, 2025

TIME: 10:00 a.m.

DEPT: 14

The address of the court is 1200 Agua-
jito Road, Monterey, CA 93940.

Date filed: Sept. 10, 2025

(s) Hon. Thomas W. Wills

Judge of the Superior Court

Date: Sept. 10, 2025

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20251410
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.

e following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: SNAP STUDIO 360, 15015 Char-
ter Oak Blvd., Salinas, CA 93907.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):

FAVIOLA CHAVEZ

SANDY PAULINA CHAVEZ

This business is conducted by a genera
partnership.

Registrant commenced fo transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on March 26, 2025.
S/Faviola Chavez

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 5, 2025.
Publication Dates: Sept. 19, 26, Oct. 3, 10,
2025 (PC 940)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20251649
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: PORCH PERFECTED, 655 Jewell
Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.:
ENGELMAX LLC, 655 Jewell Ave., Pacific
Grove, CA 93950.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Sept. 9, 2025.
S/Bryan Maxson, Member
Date: Sept. 9, 2025
This statement was filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Monterey County on Sept. 9,
2025.
Publication Dates: Sept. 19, 26, Oct. 3, 10,
2025. (PC 941)

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF MONTEREY

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 25CV004035
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Peti-
tioner, KEVIN PATRICK BERRY, filed a pe-
tition with this court for a decree changing

Notice is hereby given that sealed proposals will be received by the Dis-
trict Board, Carmel Area Wastewater District, at the District office,
3945 Rio Road, Carmel, CA. 93923, until

N\l 3:00 P.M., Monday, September 22nd, 2025

at which time they will be publicly opened and read for
performing the work as follows:

Electric Yard Tractor Equipment Purchase

The results of the bidding will be reported to the District Board within
forty-five (45) days of the date of the bid opening at which time if bids
are found to be acceptable by the District Board, written notice of award
will be given to the lowest responsive and responsible Bidder. However,
said District Board reserves its right to reject any or all bids, to waive
irregularities of any bids or to re-advertise for all or any part of the
equipment contemplated.

No bidder shall withdraw his bid for a period of sixty (60) calendar
days after the date set by the Board for the opening thereof.

Specifications and proposal forms may be secured at no charge
by emailing the District's Facilities Manager foley@cawd.org and
requesting the documents.

Publication dates: Sept. 12 & 19, 2025 (PC921)

LEGALS DEADLINE:
Tuesday 3:00 pm
legals@carmelpinecone.com
Se Habla Espanol

Lien Sale Auction Advertisement
Notice is hereby given that Pursuant to the
California Self-Service Storage Facility
Act, (B&P Code 21700 et. Seq.), the
undersigned will sell at public auction;
personal property including but not limited
to furniture, tools, and /or other misc. items.
Auction to be held at
4:00 pm on October 8th, 2025:
www.selfstorageauction.com
The property is stored atf:

Rossi Self Storage
10 Rossi Cr.,, Salinas, CA 93907
Name of Tenants
David Rodriguez
David Rodriguez
Lori Willingham
Filimon Garcia
Rivera Tile & Marble
Juan Blanco Martinez
Jorge Lopez Gonzalez
Paul Rivera
Paul Rivera
Paul Anthony JR Rivera

9/19/25

CNS-3967760#

CARMEL PINE CONE
Publicaton Dates: Sept. 19, 2025
(PC 943)

ABANDONED PROPERTY
AUCTION
Notice is hereby given that the undersigned
intends to sell the abandoned personal
property described below pursuant to Sec-
tions 1983 and 1988 of the California Civil
Code. The undersigned will sell at public
sale by competitive bidding on OCTOBER
8, 2025 at 4:00 pm, on the premises where
said property has been stored and which

are located at ROSSI Self Storage, WWW.
SELFSTORAGEAUCTION.COM, California
the following described goods:
LORI WILLINGHAM  #300 -
GOODS

Purchases must be paid for at the time of pur-
chase in cash only. All purchased items sold
as is where is and must be removed at the
time of sale. Sale subject to cancellation in
the event of settlement between owner and
obligated party.

9/19,9/26/25

CNS-3967761#

CARMEL PINE CONE

Publication Dates: Sept. 19, 26, 2025. (PC
944)

MISC.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20251601
The following person(s) is(are) doing busi-
ness as: FRANKENFRAU, 254 MODERN
LN, MARINA, CA 93933, County of
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
WALKER PACIFIC INDUSTRIES LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY, 254 MODERN LANE,
MARINA, CA 93933, CALIFORNIA
This business is conducted by A LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY
Registrant commenced tfo transact business
under the fictitious business name listed
above on NOT APPLICABLE
S/ CAMI WALKER, MANAGING MEM-
BER
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on 09/02/2025
9/19,9/26,10/3,10/10/25
CNS-3962185#
CARMEL PINE CONE
Publication Dates: Sept. 19, 26, Oct. 3, 10,
2025. (PC 945)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20251670
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
1. RAT-RACE
2. RAT RACE SPRAY
255 Watson St., Monterey, CA 93940.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.:
RAT RACE SPRAY LLC.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: California
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Aug. 18, 2025.
S/Nathaniel Martin, Managing Member
Date: Sept. 3, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Sept. 11,
2025.
Publication Dates: Sept. 19, 26, Oct. 3, 10,
2025. (PC 946)

To all heirs, beneficiaries,
creditors, confingent  creditors,
and persons who may otherwise
be interested in the will or estate,
or both, of RUTH G. WATSON
aka RUTH GOMPERTZ WAT-
SON.

A PETITION FOR PRO-
BATE has been filed by 17TH
AND PERALTA, LLC in the Supe-
rior Court of California, County of
MONTEREY.

The Petition for Probate re-
quests that LAUREN WATSON
CESARE be appointed as person-
al representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.

The petition requests authority
to administer the estate under the
Independent Administration  of
Estates Act. (This authority will al-
low the personal representative to
take many actions without obtain-
ing court approval. Before taking
certain very important actions,
however, the personal repre-
sentative will be required to give
notice to interested persons unless
they have waived notice or con-
sented to the proposed action.)
The independent administration
authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an ob-
jection to the petition and shows
good cause why the court should
not grant the authority.

A hearing on the petition
will be held in this court as fol-
lows:

Date: Oct. 1, 2025

Time: 9:00 a.m.

Dept.: 13

Address: Superior Court of
California, County of Monterey,
1200 Aguagijito Road, Monterey,
CA 93940.

If you object to the granting
of the petition, you should appear
at the hearing and state your ob-
jections or file written objections

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
RUTH G. WATSON aka RUTH GOMPERTZ WATSON
CASE NO. 25PR000458

with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.

If you are a creditor or a
contingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim with
the court and mail a copy to the
personal representative appoint-
ed by the court within the later of
either (1) four months from the
date of first issuance of letters to a
general personal representative,
as defined in section 58(b) of the
California  Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing
or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the
California Probate Code. Other
California statutes and legal
authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in Califor-
nia law.

You may examine the file
kept by the court. If you are a
person inferested in the estate,
you may file with the court a Re-
quest for Special Notice (form
DE-154) of the filing of an inven-
tory and appraisal of estate as-
sets or of any petition or account
as provided in Probate Code sec-
tion 1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from the
court clerk.

Attorney for Petitioner:

THOMAS B. WORTH

Friedman  McCubbin
Group LLP

425 California St., 25th Fl.,
San Francisco, CA 94104

(415) 434-2226

This statement was filed by
Superior  Court of California,
County of Monterey on Aug. 26,
2025.

Publication dates:  Publica-
tion dates: Sept. 5, 12, 19, 2025.
(PC10)

Law

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20251679
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: PACIFIC EDUCATIONAL SER-
VICES, 170 Hayes Rd., Royal Oaks, CA
95076.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
BARBARA THERESE BROWN
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
S/Barbara Brown
Date signed: Sept. 12, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Sept. 12,
2025.
Publication Dates: Sept. 19, 26, Oct. 3, 10,
2025 (PC 947)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20251654
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: CENTRAL COAST RUSH LUBE,
1301 Old Stage Rd., Salinas, CA 93908.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
ALEXANDER RAMIREZ, 1301 Old Stage
Rd., Salinas, CA 93908.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced tfo transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.

S/Alexander Ramirez

Date signed: Sept. 10, 2025

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Sept. 10,
2025.

Publication Dates: Sept. 19, 26, Oct. 3, 10,
2025 (PC 948)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20251695
Filing type: NEW FILNG - with
CHANGE(S) from the previous filing.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
GREEN VALLEY FARM SUPPLY, 11280
Commercial Parkway, Castroville, Cali-
fornia 95012.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.:
GROW GLOBE, LLC, 11280 Commercial
Parkway, Castroville, California 95012.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: California
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on April 1, 2023.
S/Michael James, Treasurer
Date: Sept. 15, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Sept. 16,
2025.
Publication Dates: Sept. 19, 26, Oct. 3, 10,
2025. (PC 949)

HTTPS:/ / CARMELPINECONE.COM

on June 30, 2026.

8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

DATED: September 2, 2025

CYPRESS FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
FINAL BUDGET FISCAL YEAR 2025-26
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Thursday, September 25, 2025
at 2:00 p.m. the Cypress Fire Protection District, Board of Directors will
meet at the District’s fire station located at 3775 Rio Road, Carmel to
consider adoption of the final budget for fiscal year 2025-26 that ends

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that the preliminary budget was
adopted May 22, 2025 and is available for inspection at the District's
fire station located at 3775 Rio Road, Carmel between the hours of

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that any District resident may appear
and be heard regarding the increase, decrease, or omission of any item
on the budget or for the inclusion of any additional items.

Leslie Baek, Secretary of the Board

Publication dates:
Sept. 12 & 19, 2025
(PC916)

To all heirs, beneficiaries,
creditors, contingent creditors,
and persons who may otherwise
be interested in the will or estate,
or both, of ANN P. CLEARY.

A PETITION FOR PROBATE
has been filed by CHARLES M.
CLEARY in the Superior Court of
California, County of MONTE-
REY.

The Petition for Probate re-
quests that CHARLES M. CLEARY
be appointed as personal repre-
sentative to administer the estate
of the decedent.

The petition requests the dece-
dent’s will and codicils, if any, be
admitted to probate. The will and
any codicils are available for ex-
amination in the file kept by the
court.

The petition requests authority
to administer the estate under the
Independent Administration  of
Estates Act. (This authority will al-
low the personal representative to
take many actions without obtain-
ing court approval. Before taking
certain very important actions,
however, the personal repre-
sentative will be required to give
notice to interested persons unless
they have waived notice or con-
sented to the proposed action.)
The independent administration
authority will be granted unless
an interested person files an ob-
jection to the petition and shows
good cause why the court should
not grant the authority.

A hearing on the petition
will be held in this court as fol-
lows:

Date: Oct. 1, 2025

Time: 9:00 a.m.

Dept.: 13

Address: Superior Court of
California, County of Monterey,
1200 Aguaijito Road, Monterey,
CA 93940.

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE
ANN P. CLEARY
CASE NO. 25PR000457

If you object to the granting
of the petition, you should appear
at the hearing and state your ob-
jections or file written objections
with the court before the hearing.
Your appearance may be in per-
son or by your attorney.

If you are a creditor or a
contingent creditor of the dece-
dent, you must file your claim with
the court and mail a copy to the
personal representative appoint-
ed by the court within the later of
either (1) four months from the
date of first issuance of letters to a
general personal representative,
as defined in section 58(b) of the
California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing
or personal delivery to you of a
notice under section 9052 of the
California Probate Code. Other
California statutes and legal
authority may affect your
rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attor-
ney knowledgeable in Califor-
nia law.

You may examine the file
kept by the court. If you are a
person interested in the estate,
you may file with the court a Re-
quest for Special Notice (form
DE-154) of the filing of an inven-
tory and appraisal of estate as-
sets or of any petition or account
as provided in Probate Code sec-
tion 1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from the
court clerk.

Attorney for Petitioner:

Michael Kennedy

5886 Wyadotte St. E. Wind-
sor, Ontario, Canada N8S 1M8

(519) 252-3888

The petition was filed with
the Superior Court of California
County of Monterey on August
26th, 2025..

Publication dates: Sept. 12,
19, 26, Oct. 3, 2025. (PC923)




FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20251463
The following person(s) is(are) doing busi-
ness as:
WEDGEWOOD WEDDING & BAN-
QUET CENTER, 4860 CARMEL VALLEY
ROAD, CARMEL, CA 93923, County of
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
WEDGEWOOD BEVERAGE, INC., 43385
BUSINESS PARK DRIVE, SUITE 120, TEME-
CULA, CA 92590This business is conducted
by A CORPORATION
STATE OF INCORPORATION: CALIFOR-
NIA
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name listed
above on 11/01/2025
S/ WILLIAM ZARUKA
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on 08/12/2025
8/29,9/5,9/12,9/19/25
CNS-3959617#
CARMEL PINE CONE
Publication Dates: Aug. 29, Sept. 5, 12, 19,
2025. (PC 855)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20251464
The following person(s) is(are) doing busi-
ness as:
WEDGEWOOD WEDDING & BAN-
QUET CENTER, 4860 CARMEL VALLEY
ROAD, CARMEL, CA 93923, County of
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
Z GOLF FOOD & BEVERAGE SERVICES,
LLC, 43385 BUSINESS PARK DRIVE, SUITE
120, TEMECULA, CA 92590
This business is conducted by A LIMITED LI-
ABILITY COMPANY
STATE OF ORGANIZATION: CALIFORNIA
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name listed
above on 11/01/2011
S/ WILLIAM ZARUKA - CEO
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on 08/12/2025
8/29,9/5,9/12,9/19,/25
CNS-3959611#
CARMEL PINE CONE
Publication Dates: Aug. 29, Sept. 5, 12, 19,
2025. (PC 856)

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF MONTEREY

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 25CV004057

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Pe-
titioner, ANNABEL FAULKNER DE LUCA,
filed a pefition with this court for a decree
changing names as follows:
A Present name:
ANNABEL FAULKNER DE LUCA
Proposed name:
DAISY FAULKNER DE LUCA

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before
this court at the hearing indicated below
to show cause, if any, why the petition for
change of name should not be granted. Any
person objecting fo the name changes de-
scribed above must file a written objection
that includes the reasons for the objection
at least two court days before the matter is
scheduled to be heard and must appear at
the hearing to show cause why the petition
should not be granted. If no written objec-
tion is timely filed, the court may grant the
petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING:

DATE: Oct. 7, 2025

TIME: 10:00 a.m.

DEPT: 13

The address of the court is 1200 Agua-
jito Road, Monterey, CA 93940.

Date filed: Aug. 12, 2025

(s) Hon. Thomas W. Wills

Judge of the Superior Court

Date: Aug. 12, 2025
Publication Dates: Aug. 29, Sept. 5, 12, 19,
2025. (PC 857)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20251509
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing
business as: LUPITA'S SERVICE, 766 El-
kington Ave., front house, Salinas, CA
93905.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
MARIA GUADALUPE HERNANDEZ GUTI-
ERREZ.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
S/Maria Guadalupe Hernandez Gutierrez
Date signed: Aug. 14, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 20,
2025.
Publication Dates: Aug. 29, Sept. 5, 12, 19,
2025 (PC 858)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20251534
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: COMMUNITY FITCAMP, 1207
Forest Avenue, Apt. 1, Pacific Grove, CA
93950.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
COMMUNITY FITCAMP, LLC, P.O. Box
158, Pacific Grove, CA 93950
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
S/Alfred Soto, Member
Date signed: Aug. 22, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 22,
2025.
Publication Dates: Aug. 29, Sept. 5, 12, 19,
2025. (PC 859)

STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME
File No. 20251543

Filing type: ABANDONMENT:

County of Filing: Monterey

Date of Original Filing: March 15, 2022
File No.: 20220567

The following person(s) is(are) doing busi-
ness as: PRONTO INCOME TAX SER-
VICES, 600 E. Market Street #100, Sa-
linas, CA 93905.

Registered Owner(s):

FERNANDO SAMAYOA, 17591 Pesante
Rd., Salinas, CA 93907.

This business is conducted by an individual.
S/Fernando Samayoa

Aug. 22, 2025

This statement was filed with the County

Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 22,
2025.

Publication Dates: Aug. 29, Sept. 5, 12, 19,
2025. (PC860)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20251542
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: PRONTO INCOME TAX SER-
VICES, 600 E. Market St., Ste. #100,
Salinas, CA 93905.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
ROSAURA MEDINA FRIAS, 600 E. Market
St., Ste. #100, Salinas, CA 93905.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
S/Rosaura Medina Frias
Date signed: Aug. 22, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 22,
2025.
Publication Dates: Aug. 29, Sept. 5, 12, 19,
2025 (PC 861)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20251550
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: HICKS PAINTING, 5 Verde Way,
Royal Oaks, California 95076.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
DARREN ADAM HICKS, 5 Verde Way,
Royal Oaks, California 95076.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
S/Darren Hicks
Date signed: Aug. 25, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 25,
2025.
Publication Dates: Aug. 29, Sept. 5, 12, 19,
2025 (PC 862)

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF MONTEREY

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR CHANGE OF NAME
Case No. 25CV004284

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Peti-
tioner, MARIA LOURDES MANZANO, filed
a petition with this court for a decree chang-
ing names as follows:

A Present name:

MARIA LOURDES MANZANO
Proposed name:

LOURDES MANZANO

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons
interested in this matter appear before
this court at the hearing indicated below
to show cause, if any, why the petition for
change of name should not be granted. Any
person objecting to the name changes de-
scribed above must file a written objection
that includes the reasons for the objection
at least two court days before the matter is
scheduled to be heard and must appear at
the hearing to show cause why the petition
should not be granted. If no written objec-
tion is timely filed, the court may grant the
petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING:

DATE: Oct. 21, 2025

TIME: 10:00 a.m.

DEPT: 15

The address of the court is 1200 Agua-
jito Road, Monterey, CA 93940.

A copy of this Order to Show Cause
shall be published at least once each week
for four successive weeks prior to the date
set for hearing on the petition in the follow-
ing newspaper of general circulation, print-
ed in this county: The Carmel Pine Cone.

(s) Thomas W. Wills

Judge of the Superior Court

Date filed: Aug. 22, 2025
Publication Dates: Aug. 29, Sept. 5, 12, 19,
2025. (PC 863)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20251430
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
JM Equipment Co., Inc., 1360 Burton Av-
enue, Salinas, CA 93901
County of MONTEREY
Registrant(s):
North Coast Lift Truck, Inc, 3000 Town
Center, Suite 2700, Southfield, MI 48075
This business is conducted by a Corporation
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
North Coast Lift Truck, Inc.
S/ James Wiese, President
This statement was filed with the County Clerk
of Monterey County on 08,/08,/2025.
9/5,9/12,9/19,9/26/25
CNS-3961630#
CARMEL PINE CONE
Publication Dates: Aug. 29, Sept. 5, 12, 19,
2025. (PC 901)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20251512
The following person(s) is(are) doing busi-
ness as:
Farmwise, 150 Main Street, Suite 400,
Salinas, CA 93901, County of Monterey
Registered Owner(s):
Taylor Agriculture Services LLC, State of
Inc./ Org./Reg.: Delaware
This business is conducted by a limited Lia-
bility company
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name listed
above on 04/03/2025
S/ John Mazzei, Secretary
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on 08/20,/2025
9/5,9/12,9/19,9/26/25
CNS-3960753#
CARMEL PINE CONE
Publication Dates:  Sept. 5, 12, 19, 26,
2025. (PC 903)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20251513
The following person(s) is(are) doing busi-
ness as:
PEBL, 250 Cambridge Avenue, Suite
201, Palo Alto, CA 94306, County of
Santa Clara
Registered Owner(s):
VELOCITY GLOBAL, LLC, 3790 El Camino
Real, Palo Alto, CA 94306;
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: COLORADO
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name listed
above on N/A

September 19, 2025

PUBLIC NOTICES

S/ Shawn Mclntire, MANAGER

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on 08/20,/2025
9/5,9/12,9/19,9/26,/25
CNS-3960682#

CARMEL PINE CONE

Publication Dates: Sept. 5, 12, 19, 26,
2025. (PC 904)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20251566
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: E&C KEYS, 259 Pacifico Place,
Soledad, CA 93960.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
EDUARDO GARCIA CORNEJO, 259
Pacifico Place, Soledad, CA 93960.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
S/Eduardo G. Cornejo
Date signed: Aug. 27, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 27,
2025.
Publication Dates: Sept. 5, 12, 19, 26, 2025
(PC 908)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20251569
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: PACIFIC GROVE ADVANCED
CHIROPRACTIC, 718 Lighthouse Ave.,
Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
STEVEN NEIL MACDONALD.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
S/Steven N. MacDonald
Date signed: Aug. 27, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 27,
2025.
Publication Dates: Sept. 5, 12, 19, 26, 2025
(PC 909)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20251522
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: THE WRITE INVITE, 553 Light-
house Ave., Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
MARIAN JEAN SOSNICK, 23755 Spec-
tacular Bid Lane, Monterey, CA 93940.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Aug. 16, 2025.
S/Marian Jean Sosnick
Date signed: Aug. 16, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 20,
2025.
Publication Dates: Sept. 5, 12, 19, 26, 2025
(PC911)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20251521
The following person(s) is(are) doing busi-
ness as:
MP CONSTRUCTION, 3008 KING CIR,
MARINA, CA 93933, County of MON-
TEREY
Registered Owner(s):
MONTEREY PENINSULA CONSTRUC-
TION INC., 3008 KING CIR, MARINA, CA
93933; CA
This business is conducted by A CORPO-
RATION
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name listed
above on 02/02/2008
S/ MATTHEW PALADY, CHIEF EXECUTIVE
OFFICER
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on 08/20,/2025
9/5,9/12,9/19,9/26/25
CNS-3963202#
CARMEL PINE CONE
Publication Dates:  Sept. 5, 12, 19, 26,
2025. (PC912)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20251565
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: QB CONSULTING, 10250 Gold-
en Meadow Circle, Salinas, CA 93907.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
JEANNE EMILIE BACON, 10250 Golden
Meadow Circle, Salinas, CA 93907.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Aug. 26, 2025.
S/Jeanne E. Bacon
Date signed: Aug. 26, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 26,
2025.
Publication Dates: Sept. 5, 12, 19, 26, 2025
(PC 914)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20251527
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: HATCH, 3658 The Barnyard, Unit
D-11, Carmel, CA 93923.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
KSJ HATCH INC, P.O. Box 5066, Carmel,
CA 93921
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a corporation.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Aug. 21, 2025.
S/Kristen Ridout, Secretary/Treasurer
Date signed: Aug. 21, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 21,
2025.
Publication Dates: Sept. 5, 12, 19, 26, 2025.
(PC 919)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20251548
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: CYPRESS + SAGE BOOKKEEP-
ING CO., 8250 El Camino Estrada, Car-
mel, CA 93923.
County of Principal Place of Business:

MONTEREY

Registered Ownerf(s):

MEAGAN A. ALVAREZ.

This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Aug. 25, 2025.
S/Meagan Alvarez

Date signed: Aug. 25, 2025

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 25,
2025.

Publication Dates: Sept. 12, 19, 26, Oct. 3,
2025 (PC 920)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20251614
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: CURRY LEAF COCKTAILS &
SHISHA, 220 Olivier St.,, Monterey, CA
93940.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.:
INDIAN SUMMER, 2601 Bluewater Ct.,
Marina, CA 93933.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a corporation.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Sept. 4, 2020.
S/Navin Thapa, CEO
Date: Sept. 4, 2025
This statement was filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Monterey County on Sept. 4,
2025.
Publication Dates: Sept. 12, 19, 26, Oct. 3,
2025. (PC 922)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20251547
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: LAMPLIGHTER SALINAS, 255 E
BOLIVAR STREET, SALINAS, CA 93906
County of MONTEREY
Registrant(s):
LAMPLIGHTER, LLC, 3491 Concours St.,
Suite 204, Ontario, CA 91764
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on N/A.
LAMPLIGHTER, LLC
S/lori carraway, VICE PRESIDENT,
This statement was filed with the County Clerk
of Monterey County on 08,/22/2025.
9/12,9/19,9/26, 10/3/25
CNS-3956530#
CARMEL PINE CONE
Publication Dates: Sept. 12, 19, 26, Oct. 3,
2025. (PC 924)

Lien Sale Auction Advertisement
Notice is hereby given that Pursuant fo the
California Self-Service Storage Facility
Act, (B&P Code 21700 et. Seq.), the
undersigned will sell at public auction;
personal property including but not limited
to furniture, tools, and /or other misc. items.
Auction to be held at 4:00 pm on
October 8th, 2025:
www.selfstorageauction.com
The property is stored at:
Coastal Storage
575 California Ave,
Sand City, Ca. 93955
Name of Tenants
Maria Anahi Cardenas Vasquez
Murphy Seifert
Marc Rede
9/19/25
CNS-3965101#
CARMEL PINE CONE
Publicaton Dates: Sept. 19, 2025
(PC 925)

ABANDONED PROPERTY
AUCTION

Notice is hereby given that the undersigned
intends to sell the abandoned personal
property described below pursuant to Sec-
tions 1983 and 1988 of the California Civil
Code.
The undersigned will sell at public sale by
competitive bidding on OCTOBER 8, 2025
at 4:00 p.m. on the premises where said
property has been stored and which are
located at Leonard's Lockers Self Storage,
WWW.SELFSTORAGEAUCTION.COM,
the following described goods:
DESIRAY DAVIS - A37 - Misc. Goods
Purchases must be paid for at the time of pur-
chase in cash only. All purchased items sold
as is where is and must be removed at the
time of sale. Sale subject to cancellation in
the event of setlement between owner and
obligated party.

9/12,9/19/25

CNS-3965102#

CARMEL PINE CONE

Publication Dates: Sept. 12, 19, 2025. (PC
926)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20251574
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: AROMAS CONSTRUCTION, 575
Carpenteria Rd., Aromas, CA 95004.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
THOMAS STEVEN SOUZA, 575 Carpente-
ria Rd., Aromas, CA 95004.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Aug. 28, 2025.
S/Thomas Souza
Date signed: Aug. 28, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 28,
2025.
Publication Dates: Sept. 12, 19, 26, Oct. 3,
2025 (PC 927)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20251612
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: LOVE + LAVENDER FARM, 388A
Corral de Tierra Rd., Salinas, CA 93908.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Ownerf(s):
GABRIELLA. SANDOVAL PAROLA, 388A
Corral de Tierra Rd., Salinas, CA 93908.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Aug. 25, 2025.
S/Gabriella Parola
Date signed: Sept. 3, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Sept. 3, 2025.
Publication Dates: Sept. 12, 19, 26, Oct. 3,
2025 (PC 928)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20251571
Filing type: RENEWAL FILING - filed with-
in 40 days of the expiration date and no
CHANGES(S) from the previous filing
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: PROGRESSIVE MORTGAGE
SOLUTIONS, 2872 Forest Lodge Road,
Pebble Beach, CA 93953.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
JEFFERY ALLEN DAVIES.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Aug. 25, 2025.
S/Jeffery A. Davies
Date signed: Aug. 25, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 28,
2025.
Publication Dates: Sept. 12, 19, 26, Oct. 3,
2025 (PC 929)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20251570
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: VALLEY ARMORY & GUNSMITH-
ING, 28 Quail Run Circle, STE. F, Salinas,
CA 93907.
County of Principal Place of Business:
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
RAYMOND MARTIN PARGA, 28 Quail
Run Circle, STE. F, Salinas, CA 93907.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Aug. 28, 2025.
S/Raymond Parga
Date signed: Aug. 28, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Aug. 28,
2025.
Publication Dates: Sept. 12, 19, 26, Oct. 3,
2025 (PC 930)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20251582
The following person(s) is(are) doing busi-
ness as:
1. POP ITS, 2. POP ITS INTERNATIONAL,
10838 OCEAN MIST PARKWAY, CAS-

The Carmel Pine Cone

39A

TROVILLE, CA 95012, County of MON-
TEREY

Registered Owner(s):

MASTRONARDI PRODUCE WEST, L.L.C.
STATE OF INC./ORG./REG. DELAWARE
This business is conducted by A LIMITED LIA-
BILITY COMPANY

Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name listed
above on NOT APPLICABLE

S/ DAVID EINSTANDIG, SECRETARY

This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on 08/28,/2025
9/19,9/26,10/3, 10/10/25
CNS-3966408#

CARMEL PINE CONE

Publication Dates: Sept. 19, 26, Oct. 3, 10,
2025. (PC 931)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20251621
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: BROS AUTO GROUP, 1935 Princ-
eton Ct., Salinas, CA 93906.
County of Principal Place of Business: MON-
TEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.:
BROS AUTO GROUP LLC, 1935 Princeton
ct., Salinas, CA 93906.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company.
Registrant commenced tfo transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Sept. 4, 2025.
S/ Alfredo Soto, CEO
Date: Sept. 4, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Sept. 4, 2025.
Publication Dates: Sept. 12, 19, 26, Oct. 3,
2025. (PC 932)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20251636
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: INDUS, 110 General Stilwell,
Suite 1104, Marina, CA 93933.
County of Principal Place of Business: MON-
TEREY
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in the
Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.:
OCEAN SPICE LLC, 3690 The Barnyard,
Carmel, CA 93923.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company.
Registrant commenced to transact business
under the fictitious business name or names
listed above on Sept. 8, 2025.
S/BD Singh, Member
Date: Sept. 8, 2025
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on Sept. 8, 2025.
Publication Dates: Sept. 12, 19, 26, Oct. 3,
2025. (PC 933)

Lien Sale Auction Advertisement
Notice is hereby given that, Pursuant to the
California Self-Service Storage Facility Act

(B&P Code 21700 et Seq..), the undersigned
will sell at public auction personal property,
including but not limited to furniture,
clothing, tools, and /or
other misc. items.

Auction to be held at 4:00 pm on
October 8, 2025, at
www.selfstorageauction.com
The property is stored at:
Leonard's Lockers Self Storage,

816 Elvee Drive, Salinas, CA 93901
Tenant Name:

Arnulfo Bernal Amezcua
Desiray Davis
Paul Michael Michael Frede
Arnulfo Bernal Amezcua
Frances Toni Alicia Morales
Gabriel Martinez
Adan Belman Gutirrez
Esther Campa
Eliazar Caldera Reyes

9/19/25

CNS-3966824#

CARMEL PINE CONE
Publicaton Dates: Sept. 19, 2025
(PC 934)

LEGALS DEADLINE:
Tuesday 3:00 pm
Call Irma
(831) 274-8645

legals@carmelpinecone.com
Se Habla Espanol

1/51, 81, 44, annual.

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE. YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A NOTICE OF DELINQUENT ASSESS-
MENT. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC
SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDINGS AGAINST YOU,
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. Date of Sale: 09/25/2025 at 9:00 AM. Place of Sale: At the main
entrance to the County Administration Building at 168 West Alisal Street, Salinas, CA 93901. NOTICE
is hereby given that First American Title Insurance Company, a Nebraska Corporation, 1 First American Way,
Santa Ana, CA in care of: 400 S. Rampart Blvd, #290 Las Vegas, NV 89145 — Phone: (702) 304-7509, duly
appointed Trustee under Notice of Delinquent Assessment (“NDA”), and pursuant to Notice of Default and
Election to Sell (“NOD”), will sell at public auction for cash, lawful money of the United States of America, (a
cashier’s check payable to said Trustee drawn on a state or national bank, a state or federal credit union, or a
state or federal savings and loan association, or savings bank as specified in section 5102 of the Financial Code
and authorized to do business in this state) all right, title and interest now held under said NDA, to wit: Multi-
ple Timeshare Estates as shown on Exhibit “A-1" (as described in the Declaration recorded on 06/21,/2002
as Document No. 2002058802 as amended) located at 120 Highlands Drive, Carmel, CA, 93923 with
APN shown herein. The Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of the street address shown herein.
All recording references contained herein and on Schedule
rey, California. Said sale will be made, without covenant or warranty, expressed or implied, as to title, posses-
sion, or encumbrances, to pay the remaining principal sum due under said NDA, plus accrued interest thereon
to the date of sale, estimated fees, charges, as shown in sum due on Schedule “1” together with estimated
expenses of the Trustee in the amount of $475.00. The claimant, H.l. Resort Condominium Association, Inc.,
a nonprofit mutual benefit California corporation, under NDA delivered to Trustee a written Declaration
of Default and Demand for Sale, and a written Notice of Default and Election to Sell. The undersigned caused
said Notice of Default and Election to Sell to be recorded in the county where the real property is located,
and more than three months have elapsed since such recordation. First American Title Insurance Compa-
ny, a Nebraska Corporation. APN: 241-351-004-000. Batch ID: Foreclosure HOA 151979-HVC77-
HOA. Schedule “1”: Contract No., Owner(s), Lien Recording Date and Reference, NOD Recording Date
and Reference, Sum Due; 800000603, Susan Marie Babbitt and Donald Lee Babbitt, 05/01,/2025 Inst:
2025014038, 06/02/2025 2025017922, $6,367.85; 800000759, William M. Curran, Il and Mary M.
Curran, Trustees of the Curran Family 1999 Trust, Dated October 28, 1999, 05,/01,/2025 Inst: 2025014038,
06,/02/2025 2025017922, $6,515.86; 800002655, Lorna Johns Schmidt, Successor Trustee of the Schmidt
2003 Trust, 05/01/2025 Inst: 2025014038, 06/02/2025 2025017922, $6,421.55; 800002787, Neal
R. Doty and Jean A. Doty, Trustees of the Neal R. Doty and Jean A. Do
2, 1992, 05/01/2025 Inst: 2025014038, 06/02,/2025 2025017922,
Moore and Barbara A. Moore, 05/01/2025 Inst: 2025014038, 06/02/2025 2025017922, $6,421.55;
800003771, John Alvin Bischoff and Stacy Reese Bischoff, 05/01,/2025 Inst: 2025014039, 06,/02/2025
2025017922, $10,442.41; 800004268, Unknown Trustee, Trustee of the William Coats Revocable Trust Dat-
ed May 31, 2002, 05,/01,/2025 Inst: 2025014038, 06,/02/2025 2025017922, $6,632.21; 800004772,
Roland Gerald Fuette and Mary Lou Fuette, 06/28,/2024 Inst: 2024022614, 09/23 /2024 2024033999,
$6,616.22; 800007846, John Alvin Bischoff and Stacy Reese Bischoff, 05/01,/2025 Inst: 2025014039,
06/02/2025 2025017922, $9,900.64. Exhibit “A-1": Contract No., Undivided Interest, Unit No., Fixed
Week No., Frequency; 800000603, 1/51, 46, 6, annual; 800000759, 1/51, 90, 4, annual; 800002655,
1/51, 11, 4, annual; 800002787, 1/102, 65, 9, even year; 800002913, 1/51, 35, 15, annual; 800003771,
1/51, 26, 8, annual; 800004268, 1/51, 87, 35, annual; 800004772, 1/51, 52, 19, annual; 800007846,

uyn

attached hereto are in the County of Monte-

Publication dates: Sept. 5, 12, 19, 2025 (PC905)

ty Declaration of trust dated June
53,858.69; 800002913, John H.
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DRIVE CARMEL IN HYBRID LUXURY.

Discover the perfect balance of performance, efficiency, and
elegance inthe 2025 Lexus NX 350h PREMIUM AWD -2

luxury crossover designed for lite on the Peninsula and beyond.

With refined craftsmanship, intuitive technology, and the confidence of
all-wheel drive, the NX 350h offers more than just comfort — it offers
peace of mind and presence on every journey.

2025 NX 350h Premium AWD

Lease for just

$55 /mo. for
36 months

Experience amazing — only at Lexus Monterey Peninsula.

$3999 due at signing. Security deposit waived. Lease excludes tax, title, license, and dealer options and charges. 10,000 miles/year. Offer expires 09/30/2025.

CALL. 831-661-9931 TEXT. 331-228-5534

. I_ E X U S CLICK. LexusMontereyPeninsula.com &3

Monterey Peninsula COME ON BY. 1721 Del Monte Blvd.
Seaside, CA 93955
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