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Sewer district proposes
‘Bridge to Everywhere’
n Crossing Carmel River and 
making multiple connections

By MARY SCHLEY

A LONG-TERM lease of the city’s underused Rio
Park and reconstruction of a nearly century-old utility 
bridge are critical elements in an ambitious plan by the 
Carmel Area Wastewater District to link several trail net-
works on the Monterey Peninsula, former Carmel Mayor 
Ken White and other advocates told the city council Tues-
day night.

White, a member of the CAWD board, said the “Bridge 
to Everywhere” project would allow walkers and cyclists 
to explore trails in the city, 
at the mouth of the valley 
and down the coast on both 
sides of Highway 1. 

“This is all one plan that 
we’d like to get you inter-
ested in supporting,” he 
said.

Laura Bowling, a mem-
ber of the Bridge to Every-
where advisory committee 
who also has a seat on the 
Friends of Mission Trail 
Nature Preserve board, 
extolled the “strong connection between walking and 
well-being,” and said the ability to connect trails in and 
around Carmel-by-the-Sea with those on California State 
Parks land and in the Monterey Peninsula Regional Park 
District’s territory would “literally improve our health.”

‘Unbelievable beauty’
And, she said, it can be done without purchasing any 

property, since the areas are already in public ownership.
“It will significantly enhance access to the unbelievable 

beauty we have in the Carmel area,” she said.
The plan identifies 10 “connections,” including Mis-

sion Trail park, Larson Field and the sewer district’s 
accessway and easement along the east edge of the base-
ball field, the 6.24-acre Rio Park property that the city uses 
as a makeshift corporation yard for woodchips and stor-
age, the CAWD suspension bridge built in the 1930s that’s 
due for an overhaul, and an abandoned access road that 
was formerly used by the wastewater district and is mostly 
on state parks land.

“The access road was abandoned in the 1990s but is 
still intact and could be converted to a walking and biking 
trail,” another committee member explained. “It extends 
all the way to Highway 1,” with most of it on parkland 
near the Carmel River Lagoon and the beach that is not 
publicly accessible.

Other connections include the Scenic Road pathway 

This Scenic Road home changed hands for the third time Nov. 25 for 
more than three times its original price 12 years ago.

PHOTO/CARMEL REALTY

According to Monterey County records, Carl and Judith 
Moore sold their 2,894-square-foot, three-bed, three-and-
a-half-bath house, which is situated on a 9,700-square-foot 
lot fronting on Scenic and on San Antonio south of 11th, to 
Petaluma-based Britannia California Inc.

Built in 2001, the contemporary-style residence was 
designed by architect Gene Takigawa for Ron and Alexis 
Donati, who had purchased the property in 1997 and 

applied soon after to demolish the old house, which 
had been constructed by prolific Carmel builder M.J. 
Murphy decades earlier, and build a new one.

Roller coaster
Their efforts were not without controversy. After 

being told the house was not historic and receiving 
approval from the city’s planning commission, the 
Donatis’ project survived appeals to the city coun-
cil filed by neighbors who objected to it. The couple 
also had to get a sign-off on its environmental review 
from the California Coastal Commission, as required 
at the time since the city did not yet have its state-ap-
proved Local Coastal Program. 

On top of all that, it was the subject of a lawsuit 
filed in 1998 by preservation activists who argued 
Carmel officials had allowed a “non-stop demoli-
tion parade” of allegedly historic homes. But since 

Scenic Road house with a story sells for $18.3M
n $5.75M in 2012, $11.6M in 2014

By MARY SCHLEY

A HOME that was built more than two decades ago
amid heated arguments over historic preservation in Car-
mel sold Nov. 25 for $18,330,000 — slightly higher than 
its asking price — after less than a month on the market.

See HOUSE page 25A

the “honor” of his lifetime, 
and he expressed confidence 
in his successor. 

“As I continue to lead 
Montage Health through this 
transition, I am confident in 
the talented team we have 
in place and excited to see 
Dr. McDermott continue 
advancing our mission of 
delivering extraordinary 
care and inspiring the pur-
suit of optimal health,” 
Packer said.  

McDermott, who gradu-
ated from the University of 
Cincinnati medical school, 
was trained in diagnostic 
radiology and interventional radiology at the University 
of Maryland and has an MBA from the University of Vir-
ginia, said he’s “grateful to build upon” Packer’s legacy 
and join Montage Health, a healthcare system he said he’s 

Montage names CEO to succeed Packer
By KELLY NIX

THE DIRECTOR of a Virginia hospital will become
the new president and CEO of Montage Health — the 
parent company of Community Hospital of the Monterey 
Peninsula — when Dr. Steven Packer retires from the role 
in spring, officials announced this week.

The board of trustees for Montage Health has tapped 
Michael P. McDermott, 59, to lead Montage, which made 
the announcement Monday. Packer announced in June that 
would retire from the position after 25 years of working at 
the hospital.

M.D. and MBA
“We are thrilled to welcome Dr. McDermott as our new 

leader and look forward to the expertise and vision he will 
bring to our organization in the coming year,” hospital 
spokeswoman Monica Sciuto told The Pine Cone Tuesday. 

McDermott, who is a diagnostic and interventional 
radiologist, has been CEO of nonprofit Mary Washington 
Healthcare in Fredericksburg, Va., since 2015. Montage 
said McDermott brings a “wealth of experience” and a 
“distinguished career,” to the job.

Packer said being able to serve the community has been See CEO page 25A

Michael McDermott

immigrants are targeted, if women’s reproductive free-
dom is threatened, we will fight back with everything we 
have,” said Speaker of the Assembly Robert Rivas, a Hol-
lister Democrat, during the special session that convened 
Monday.

Gov. Gavin Newsom, also a Democrat, announced the 
special session just days after Trump was re-elected, call-
ing legislators back to the Capitol early during the busy 
holiday season.

“We will work with the incoming administration and 
we want President Trump to succeed in serving all Amer-
icans, but when there is overreach, when lives are threat-
ened, when rights and freedoms are targeted, we will take 
action,” said Newsom in a written statement. 

In one of the first steps Monday, lawmakers introduced 
legislation to allocate millions of additional dollars for the 
California Department of Justice.

$25M from taxpayers
Assemblymember Jesse Gabriel, a Democrat from 

Encino, introduced a bill to provide for $25 million 
worth of legal fees he said could be racked up by state 
government fighting the Trump administration on climate 
change, immigration, reproductive freedoms and civil 
rights policies. 

San Francisco Democrat Scott Wiener, a state senator, 

Plan to spend millions to ‘Trump-proof’ state
By CAITLIN CONRAD

CALIFORNIA LAWMAKERS returned to Sacra-
mento this week for a special session to cement the Golden 
State as the leader of the resistance against President-elect 
Donald Trump. The effort will cost taxpayers, though.

“If LGBTQ people come under attack, if hardworking 

See PROOF page 18A

Lawsuit accuses public 
defender of racism

By KELLY NIX

A SURPRISING new lawsuit claims that the pub-
lic defender of Monterey County discriminated against a 
Black employee, made offensive race-based comments to 
workers, and has created a toxic work environment where 
Black people are passed up for promotions and paid less 
than others. 

But Public Defender Susan Chapman told a Pine Cone 
reporter Wednesday that she went into law based on her 
belief “in equal justice for all, regardless of race, religion, 
social status, or economic means,” and that her office has 
become a more diverse workplace during her eight-year 
tenure.

Longtime county employee Latasha Ellis-Bowers, a 
Black woman and finance manager in the public defender’s 

See RACISM page 20A

In recent weeks, more than 600 volunteers brought to life the new 
Tatum’s Treehouse accessible playground in Carmel Valley Village. 
The playground is set to open Dec. 14.  See page 30A

PHOTO/TATUM’S GARDEN FOUNDATION

New park takes shape

See BRIDGE page 30A

‘Carmel is 
a walking 
experience, 
and here you 
can expand it 
exponentially’
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By Lisa Crawford WatsonSandy Claws

carmel-by-the-sea
831.625.8106
khakisofcarmel

new 
holiday 
arrivals 
from italy
sport coats, 
sweaters, 
jackets,
formalwear
& more. 

carmel 
plaza

Stella is an Australian cattle dog who ended up be-
ing adopted last December by the woman fostering her 
from Peace of Mind Dog Rescue. She was presumed to 
be 6 years old, but the way she darts after a ball on the 
beach, her person believes she’s more like 4.

“When she’s on the beach or, actually, anywhere, 
all she cares about is retrieving her beloved ball,” her 
person said. “You could call it a complete obsession.”

A few months back, Stella was racing down the 
stretch of sand on San Carlos Beach near her home in 
Monterey, completely committed to the ball her person 
was throwing. A man wearing a bright green vest iden-
tifying him as a city employee — stopped his work to 
watch the dog.

“He couldn’t take his eyes off her,” Stella’s person 
said. “He asked me a few questions and then said, ‘I 
think that’s my dog’!” And she was.

The man pulled out his phone and showed Stella’s 
person a video of a younger version of the dog, sitting 
on his lap. 

“He said she was a farm dog and lived with him 
and his family in Soledad,” her person recalled.  “One 
night, she was in the back of his truck, got spooked 
and jumped out.  He’d never seen her again until that 
day. Her name was Luna then, and it was his daughter 

who taught her to retrieve the ball.”
Although the man took a few pictures of Stella to 

show his family, he did not want her back. They had 
since moved into a smaller place that could not accom-
modate a dog. Particularly an exuberant one.

“I think he was closing the door,” her person said, 
“now that he knew Stella was well and in good hands.”

Having a ball

Advanced Dermatology Medical Clinic
www.rheimdermatology.com

General Dermatology: 831.373.4404 
Cosmetic Laser Center: 831.373.0441
757  Pacific Street, Suite A-1, Monterey

JOSEPH R. RHEIM, M.D.

Treat Yourself this HolidayTreat Yourself this Holiday

All treatments are scheduled with our RN. Please make your appointment 
by calling our offices today. All offers expire 12-31-24.

Botox at $13.00 per unit, 
Peel away imperfections: 

SkinMedica Illuminize, Vitalize 
& Rejuvenize Peels

$200, $250 & $300 per Treatment

SkinMedica HA5® Rejuvenating Hydrator
Buy 1 Get 1 Free while supplies last

Diamond Glow
Reveal your radiance with a facial resurfacing treatment 

With added SkinMedica Pro-Infusion Serums

Vitamin B-12
Give your body the vitamins it deserves, 

ask about our Vitamin B-12 series of injections.

Theme of the Month

Christmas Trains!

PICKINGS
ANTIQUES

221 Forest Ave.

Open 10-5 ~ 7 days a week

Come see for yourself !

RUDY I. REATE 
INTERIOR DESIGN

(831) 601-4654
reatedesign@gmail.com
www.reatedesign.com
P.O. BOX 22374
CARMEL
CALIFORNIA
 93922

REATE 
DESIGN 
ASSOCIATES 
LLC

���������	
���
��	�

��
���
����
����
	
��
��
�����

Older Cats
New Beginnings

Golden OldiesGolden Oldies
Cat RescueCat Rescue

Precious may look like a typical 
torbie but she is an absolute jewel. 
She is a well-mannered, calm peo-
ple cat who is great with kids. She 
loves to keep you company and 
keeps her scratches to her scratch-
ing post. Precious is almost 14 and 
has extra toes on her front paws. 
Her foster mom says, “Her thumbs 
are absolutely adorable” and calls 
her “the cutest little biscuit maker.” 
This cuddly, friendly purr machine is waiting to meet you! 

adoption application today!
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GEM OF A CAT
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16,000 SQ FT MONTEREY SHOWROOM

Giovanni Visentin

Come Carol with Us!
Join the Carmel Bach Festival for Community 
Caroling—a free, family-friendly holiday 
sing-along! Songbooks will be provided.

Sunday, December 22 at 2PM
Carmel Plaza

THE CARMEL PINE CONE’S 2024

HOLIDAYHOLIDAYGUIDEGUIDE
PUBLICATION DATE: 
Friday, December 13

CALL OR EMAIL TO RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE TODAY!

JESSICA JESSICA (831) 274-8590(831) 274-8590
jessica@carmelpinecone.comjessica@carmelpinecone.com

MEENAMEENA (831) 274-8655 (831) 274-8655
meena@carmelpinecone.commeena@carmelpinecone.com
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Monterey Showroom
8am to 4pm Monday through Friday 

and by appointment 831.375.7811

HIGHEST QUALITY TEAK OUTDOOR FURNITURE 
AND PERFORMANCE FABRICS

DINING  TABLES • DINING  CHAIRS • OCCASIONAL TABLES 
COFFEE  TABLES • LOUNGE CHAIRS • OTTOMANS • SOFAS 

BAR CHAIRS • DAY BEDS • CONSOLES • OUTDOOR FABRICS

C O M E  V I S I T  U S  AT  O U R

5 HARRIS COURT  BUILDING W  MONTEREY CA 93940

SUMMIT FURNITURE, INC. | 831.375.7811 | SUMMITFURNITURE.COM

Summit_PineCone_X500_Dec 6.PRESS.indd   1 2/28/24   10:29 AM

Ryan Melcher
831.521.5024 

ryan@ryanmelcher.com

RyanMelcher.com

DRE: 01897036

* Rankings are based on MLS data and do not include Teams

N E W  L I S T I N G
San Antonio 3 NE of 8th, Carmel-By-The-Sea  |  $4,095,000

4 Bed  |  3 Bath  |  1,815 Sq. Ft.  |  4,000 Sq. Ft. Lot  |  Partial Ocean Views

SOTHEBY’S AGENT IN CARMEL FOR 2023#1

Opportunity 
and Growth

Thank you for your support! 

Your donation will enhance our youth programs for school-age 
children and create a new early learning initiative.  Our after-
school program, summer camp, and school break camps are vital 
to the families who live and work in our community.

Help us build a strong foundation for our future generation.

Donate Now

must register those units but don’t have to 
pay the annual fees. According to Wyatt, 
more than 1,700 residential rental units 

What your neighbors know
Property owners initially had until 

said they would shift from outreach to 
enforcement. On Monday, Wyatt reported 
the program has reached nearly 73 percent 
compliance based on an estimated total of 

The database “allows users to access 
data to ensure stability and fairness within 
the rental market on an annual basis,” 
according to Wyatt, and includes infor-

mation for 859 properties, 
many with multiple units. 
Accessed through an inter-
active map with search 

each property includes the 
address, year built, number 
of bedrooms and bathrooms, 
occupancy status, rent and 

For instance, the tenant 
in unit B at 284 Lighthouse 

Ave. can discover that, while unit A is the 
same size at 1,250 square feet, the tenant 
there has two bedrooms and one bath-
room, instead of one of each, while pay-
ing $200 per month less in rent, at $1,375. 
Meanwhile, the resident (or residents) at 
22 Via del Rey pays $4,400 in rent for a 
3,518-square-foot home with three bed-
rooms and three-and-a-half bathrooms.

While the database does not include 
-

cation or contact information for owners 
or tenants, each listing includes an APN, 
which through Monterey County property 
records can reveal who owns it.

The database and tutorials on how to 
use it are available at monterey.gov/rental-
inventory. Wyatt said she plans to give a 
report to the city council Jan. 21.

Monterey releases rental database
By MARY SCHLEY

ANYONE WHO wants to know how 
much Monterey landlords are charging 
for rent, where their units are and whether 
they’re occupied can now obtain that infor-
mation with a few mouse clicks. The City 
of Monterey’s compulsory rental registry 

announced Monday that much of its infor-
mation is now available to the public.

Housing manager Anastacia Wyatt said 
the public database “offers an additional 
layer of transparency in the city’s rental 
housing market” and said the data “will 
also provide insights for better-informed 
policy decisions supporting Monterey rent-
ers.” She made no mention 
of what it might or might not 
do for property owners.

Info required
According to the rent-

al-registry law adopted by 
the Monterey City Council 
last year, landlords must 
share contact details for 
themselves and property 
managers, their rentals’ street 
addresses or APNs, dates of construction, 
how many units there are, and the number 
of bedrooms, bathrooms and square foot-
age each rental contains. Occupancy status 
and reasons for vacancy must be given, 
along with the amount and date of monthly 
rent and whether the total includes utilities 
or fees. HOA dues and other assessments 
must be listed, and landlords have to dis-
close whether their tenants receive housing 
vouchers or other subsidies. Changes in 
ownership or management, rents and occu-
pancy must be reported within 30 days.

Those who own fewer than four rent-
als are don’t have to register or pay the 
$50-per-unit annual fee, but they must 

units, ADUs, mobile homes and owner-oc-
cupied homes containing rooms for rent 

Learn how much 
your landlord 
gets from 
other tenants
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A trusted name on the Monterey Peninsula 
for nearly 50 years!

Terry McGowan   831.236.7251

TerryMcGowan.com
terry.mcgowan@sothebyshomes.com
GRI, CRS, ABR, SRS, e-Pro, SRES      DRE: 01126129

Helping you reach your real estate goals since 1991!

Police &
Sheriff’s Log

See POLICE LOG page 14RE
 in the Real Estate Section

The gavel falls
Verdicts, pleas and sentencings announced by 
Monterey County District Attorney Jeannine Pacioni

Oct. 23 — Erik Bjorn Olson, 42, pleaded 
guilty to murdering his uncle, Greg Leonard 
Kolbo, 68, of Seaside. Olson pleaded guilty 
to second degree murder, and he will be 
sentenced on Jan. 28, 2025. He is facing a 
term of 15 years-to-life in prison. This con-
viction is a violent and serious strike within 
the meaning of California’s three strikes law. 
Judge Rafael Vazquez presided over the entry 
of plea, and he will be the sentencing judge.

In early 2019, Kolbo, an Air National 
Guard Veteran, invited his nephew, Olson, an 
unemployed Army veteran, to live with him 
in his duplex housing unit on old Fort Ord. At 
that time, Kolbo was very active in his com-
munity, serving diligently on the Monterey 
County Grand Jury. Friends and family clos-
est to Kolbo said that he offered for Olson to 
live with him to help Olson get his life in or-

living arrangement, eventually.
At approximately 3 p.m. on March 7, 

2019, neighbors saw black smoke billowing 
out of Kolbo’s home and immediately called 

The Presidio of Monterey Fire Depart-
ment arrived at the scene and quickly put 

He was found wrapped in a blanket, partial-
ly burned, and reeking of gasoline. A subse-
quent autopsy would attribute his cause of 
death to blunt force trauma to his head and 
neck with no signs of smoke inhalation in his 

See GAVEL page 31A

It’s too early for reindeer damage

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20

Carmel-by-the-Sea: -
penter and Fifth at 0754 hours resulted in 
the warrant arrest of a 23-year-old male. He 
was cited and released from the scene for a 
$3,500 warrant.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Suspicious circum-
stances at Santa Rita and Second regarding 
a car alarm.

 Vehicle towed from the 
public roadway on 19th Street for expired 
registration over six months.

At about 1330 hours, a 
male reported his adult son as missing.

Dog at large on 14th 
Street. Returned to owner with a verbal warn-
ing.

 Report of possession of 
obscene material — child pornography.

Criminal threats on Forest 
Avenue.

Carmel area: Identity theft on Rio Road.
Carmel Valley: Grade school student re-

ported vague home living conditions to her 
teacher.

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Magazines thrown 
in the trash at Ocean and Dolores.

 Vehicle on Piedmont was 
marked for 72-hour parking.

Theft of two bicycles on 
Lighthouse.

Carmel Valley: Alleged neglect involv-
ing a resident on El Cuenco.

Carmel area: Alleged neglect at the 
Crossroads.

Carmel Valley: Referral from Adult Pro-
tective Services regarding a Carmel Valley 
Road resident.

Carmel Valley: Citizen on Center Street 
was contacted and placed on a mental health 
hold.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 22

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Non-injury colli-
sion on Carmelo Street.

Carmel area: A female with an aggres-
sive dog was given a trespassing warning not 
to return to a grocery store at the Crossroads, 
based on her behavior and the dog’s behavior.

Carmel area: Deputies responded to a 
suspicious circumstance on Rio Road.

Carmel Valley: Law enforcement re-
sponded to a report of a possible deceased 
person at a De Amaral Road residence. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23

 A 29-year-old male was 
arrested at Forest and Sinex for a warrant for 
failing to appear in court on a misdemeanor.

H -
cant calls logged by the Carmel-by-the-Sea 
Police Department and the Monterey County 

was compiled by Mary Schley.
Jerry Solomon
Master Barber

Tuesday to Friday 8:30 to 5:30 
Saturday 8:30 to 3:00

Located in Morgan Court
On Lincoln St, 

Between Ocean Ave. & 7th Ave.
Suite 6, Carmel-by-the-Sea

831-375-8571

73 YEARS SERVING YOUR ROOFING NEEDS

831-394-8581

Residential and Commercial Roofing
New Roof Construction
Re-Roofing
Solar Panel Installation
Roof Repairs

Foundation Waterproofing
Walkout Decks
Real Estate Roof Inspections
Sheet Metal Fabrication Shop
Gutters

Call Today for Experienced Roofing and Solar Installation since 1950 

DIAMOND CERTIFIED • FREE ESTIMATES • LICENSED & INSURED • WARRANTIES AVAILABLE 

ROSSROOFING1950.COM

Jewelers
 Since 1973

B&G Jewelers, Inc.
Carmel-by-the-Sea

South Side of Ocean Avenue, Between Dolores & Lincoln 

831-625-2235
(next to Carmel Bakery)

We offer a beautiful selection of fine custom and estate jewelry.
We also have Conflict-Free & Sustainable Lab Grown Diamonds & Jewelry.

Repair services done on location.

HUGE HOLIDAY SPECIALS

Happy Holidays!

Clark’s Carmel StoneClark’s Carmel Stone
(831) 385-4000

100 Airport Drive,
King City
Delivery Available

www.clarktruckinginc.com             clarkscarmelstone@yahoo.com

ShellShades.com 

To advertise in The Carmel Pine Cone
contact meena@carmelpinecone.com      (831) 274-8655
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831.214.1990  |  TimAllenProperties.com

Team@TimAllenProperties.com  |  DRE#00891159

C A R M E L

www.CarmelHighMeadow.com
$1,298,000

This is the first deeply remodeled townhome resale 

in the peaceful community of High Meadow Lane, 

just minutes from beaches and downtown Carmel.

C A R M E L
www.CarmelOceanViews.com

$8,600,000

Located on coveted Carmel Point, this beautifully 

remodeled Green Point Rated home has gorgeous 

views and carbon-neutral and sustainable features.

CARMEL VALLE Y  |  www.SleepyHollowLiving.com  |  $3,995,000

Nestled in the tranquil Sleepy Hollow neighborhood of Carmel Valley, this gated equestrian estate offers
spacious luxury living just minutes from The Village's diverse selection of restaurants, shops, and tasting rooms.

LUXURY
RENTAL

C A R M E L

www.StayAtBixby.com
Inquire for Rental Pricing

Sited on 78 acres in the mountains of Big Sur, this 

one-of-a-kind family retreat with panoramic views is 

just a short drive from Carmel.
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Your Community Awaits...

JOIN NOW FOR MEMBERSHIP 

THROUGH 2025 

and Don’t Miss Out on Special Celebrations!

Holiday Gatherings
• Enjoy our festive Christmas Dinner with all the 

 trimmings prepared by Foundation Chefs 

•  Ring in the New Year with a Greenwich Mean Time 

 celebration featuring live music, hors d'oeuvres,   

 and champagne 

(Sign-up by Monday, December 16, 12:00PM)

Gift Giving
•  Share the joy by giving the gift of membership

 to someone special

Come for the events, stay for the community!

8th & Lincoln, Carmel 

carmelfoundation.org  |  620.1588

JOIN THE CARMEL FOUNDATION 
and Make the Most of Every Day

Scan the QR code to join 

The Carmel Foundation, a welcoming 
membership community for those 55 and better

montereycountygives.com 
Support The Carmel Foundation’s Meal Programs 

communications systems.
“We are informed that Mr. Sepulvado 

inquired about the application process and 
was advised in writing that his applica-
tion was somehow ignored in a problem-
atic transition within the Carmel human 
resources and Carmel Police Department,” 
the letter says. “Mr. Sepulvado believes 
this adverse treatment of him, and the 
City of Carmel’s refusal to consider his 

application, is due to ongo-
ing illegal discrimination. In 
an effort to amicably resolve 
this matter, Mr. Sepulvado is 
hereby demanding the sum 
of $10,000 to be paid within 
14 days from the date of this 
letter.”

Unable to locate
Five days later, Sepulvado 

claims court — where neither side can have 
legal representation — against Tomasi. His 
claim, also for $10,000, alleges age dis-
crimination and “lost income,” but does 
not list his age or why he believes he is a 
victim. 

Sepulvado declared on the form that 
he was not suing a public entity but lists 
Tomasi’s address as “4th/Junipero,” where 
the police station is located.

He also successfully applied to have his 
court fees waived, thereby having taxpay-
ers foot the bill, and on Nov. 22, a process 
server with the Monterey County Sheriff’s 

service of the claim on Tomasi had been 
unsuccessful, since “4th/Junipero” “is not 
the correct address” for the police chief.

Searches for evidence of Sepulvado’s 
service in law enforcement in California 
were unsuccessful.

A trial date has been set in small claims 
court in Marina for Dec. 19.

Montecito man demands $10K 
 Claims age discrimination 

after job application ignored

By MARY SCHLEY

A MONTECITO resident who says 
he applied for a dispatching job at Car-

suit in small claims court against Carmel 
Police Chief Paul Tomasi 
for age discrimination and 
is demanding $10,000 
for compensation of “lost 
income.”

Represented by a large 
-

nard Sepulvado on Oct. 24 
sent a letter to Tomasi com-
plaining that his job appli-
cation had fallen through 
the cracks.

application for this position was received, 
and he was contacted at least twice. 
Although Mr. Sepulvado informs us that 
he immediately returned the calls to advise 
he was highly interested in the position, his 
calls were ignored,” the letter signed by 

‘Adverse treatment’
She goes on to say that Sepulvado told 

experience as a dispatcher in Monterey 
County and then worked for the San Diego 
Police Department for six years in park-
ing enforcement and dispatching. He also 

-

communications graduate, was honored 
by the mayor of San Diego “for his ideas 

-
ronment,” and received accolades from the 
assistant chief for his work on emergency 

her face and was strangled. If it wasn’t for 
their strong bond, they might not have sur-
vived this.”

Vanderhoef and Small, she said, had 
a friendship that had developed through 

and some other family members had even 
met the Canadian.

“Never in a million years did we think 
something like this would hap-
pen, especially not someone 
we had known for such a long 
time and considered a friend at 
one point,” Haley wrote in the 
gofundme page she established. 

Handcuffs, duct tape
Meanwhile, the Monte-

rey County District Attorney’s 

Monterey, where they purchased 
gloves, handcuffs, knives, and 
duct tape before Vanderhoef 
tried murdering the couple. 

Prosecutors charged the men 
-

ing they entered “an inhabited 
dwelling house” occupied by Campos and 
Small “with the intent to commit larceny 
and a felony.” Vanderhoef faces additional 
criminal enhancements of great bodily 
injury and using a deadly weapon.

In a booking photo released this week 

numerous facial injuries, some of which 
were caused by Small, who fought back 
during the attack. 

them from working for a while, Haley is 
asking for people to donate to Campos 
and Small for their medical bills and other 
expenses. Only about 10 percent of the 
gofundme goal has been met. Go to shor-
turl.at/597Oh to donate.

Canadians plead ‘not guilty’ to murder 
By KELLY NIX

THE TWO Canadians accused of 
trying to murder two people in Salinas 
pleaded not guilty to charges this week, 
while more details about the grisly attack, 
the victims and the serious injuries they 
received have surfaced. 

Monterey County prosecutors and 

that on Nov. 24 at 
about 10 p.m., Devin 
Wolfgang Vanderhoef 
conspired with friend 
Darius Avery Whyte 
to murder Christian 
Alexis Small, a barista 
in Carmel Valley, and 
her boyfriend, Andrew 
Campos, at a home 
on the 300 block of 

who are 25 years old, 
are also charged with 
burglary. 

Only Vanderhoef, 
however, is alleged 
to have carried out the violent attack. He 
posed as a delivery person before stabbing 
the couple with a knife, prosecutors said. 

bodily injury upon Andrew Campos and 
Christian Small,“ according to a criminal 

Punctured lung
In a social media post last weekend by 

Campos’ sister asking for donations, she 
said her brother suffered critical injuries. 

“He was stabbed four times, one caus-
ing his lung to be punctured,” Evelynn 
Haley wrote. “His girlfriend was punctured 
in her leg, suffered slashes and punches to 

Devin Wolfgang Vanderhoef

Lawyer letter 
demands payout 
for ‘amicable’ 
resolution

Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday night by email — Free and easy subscriptions at https://carmelpinecone.com
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The Carmel Valley 
Angel Project

portion of sales 

HAGEN
C A R M E L , C A

MENS CLOTHING

WAREHOUSE 
SALE

DECEMBER 6, 7 & 8
FRI - SAT - SUN

10AM - 5PM

Dress Shirts $49*
originally up to $295

Sport Shirts $49*
originally up to $295

Sweaters $79*
originally up to $495

originally up to $995

Sport Coats $199*
originally up to $995

73 W CV Road #E19
east of the community park,

before the Village

link to directions:
* starting price

portion of sales portion of sales 
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“One item that we are working to 
address is the use of electronic poll books 
instead of paper rosters,” she said. 

An electronic poll book is essentially 
a smart tablet, versus a paper voter roster, 
that contains a list of registered voters with 
names and addresses, party preferences 
and other information, including whether 
someone has been issued a mail ballot and 
if they’ve turned it in. 

Good turnout
The information in the tablet would be 

available at every polling station where the 
technology is used and would offer several 

going to another polling station and voting 
twice, allowing polling workers to quickly 
search voters’ names and other informa-
tion, and allowing continual processing 
of mail ballots before an election, which 
would speed up counting.

election show there were 148,916 votes 
cast in Monterey County, with a turnout of 
69.3 percent based on 214,883 registered 
voters, Martinez said.

Though the November election marked 
the second-highest number of votes cast in 
a Monterey County presidential election 
— which included more than 50,000 votes 
submitted on and after polling day — she 
said “we were still on pace to complete our 
canvass prior to the Thanksgiving break.”

Berman was the state politician behind 
the 2021 bill that continued the Covid rule 
that every registered voter in California 
receive a mail ballot and extended the bal-
lot acceptance period from three to seven 
days, both of which have contributed to the 
time it takes county elections departments 
to count votes.  

Florida and some other states don’t 
accept ballots after Election Day.

Despite the state’s lag in counting bal-
lots, Berman said California “has one of 
the most accessible, secure, and transpar-
ent voting systems in the country.”

Bill to speed up ballot counting
By KELLY NIX

A NORTHERN California Assem-
blyman — who three years ago authored a 
bill that required the state to accept ballots 
postmarked up to a week after an election 
— has proposed state legislation to speed 
up the process of counting votes. 

Meanwhile, the Monterey County elec-

four weeks after Election Day.
And in other regions of the state, 

delayed vote tallying left some races unde-
cided until the last minute. It wasn’t until 
Tuesday that Democrat Adam Gray was 
determined to be the winner in Califor-
nia’s 13th Congressional District, which 
stretches from Stockton to Fresno. 

Assemblyman Marc Berman, a Dem-
ocrat from Menlo Park, launched a bill 
Tuesday that he said aims to help counties 
count ballots quicker. 

“Counties must do everything they can 
to count votes both quickly and accurately, 
and we need to make sure they have ade-
quate resources and guidance to do that,” 
Berman said.

scant on details, and simply states that “it 
is the intent of the Legislature to enact leg-
islation that assists counties in the prompt 
tallying and release of election results.” 

However, Berman said he plans on 

voter groups to “evaluate what is working 
and what we can do better to maintain our 
nation-leading voting rights while speed-
ing up the count.” The bill will be updated 
following talks with those stakeholders.

‘Very few bottlenecks’
While Monterey County registrar of 

voters, Gina Martinez told The Pine Cone 

in elections operations, including tallying 
ballots, she said there is room for techno-
logical upgrades.
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Judie Profeta 831.601.3207
Managing Director & Broker Associate | DRE#00703550

Judie@Th eProfetaTeam.com ■ www.Th eProfetaTeam.com

3 Beds, 2 Baths  ■  1,556 Sq. Ft.  ■  5,500 Sq. Ft. Lot  ■  $1,685,000

www.3341SycamorePlace.com

Cozy Mission Fields Home
Off ers Privacy & Functionality

Pro is in My DNA

For Lease. For Leisure. For Living.

The Brass Tap is Now Open! Trader Joe’s and 
Bay Federal Credit Union coming soon.
Introducing The Dunes’ mixed-use, open-air retail neighborhood 
on Monterey Bay coming 2024. You can buy a home or lease 
a suite for your restaurant, retail store or small business in 
Monterey County’s newest master-planned community with 
convenient Highway 1 access. TheDunesPromenade.com

60% OFF
Selected Wall Art, Pillows and Accessories

OPEN DAILY 11 A.M. TO 5 P.M.  |  CLOSED ON TUESDAYS  |  1280 DEL MONTE AVENUE, MONTEREY, CA 93940

W A , P A

Europa Design
831.372.5044831.372.5044

WHILE SUPPLIES LASTWHILE SUPPLIES LAST

with a lot of errors, and for the past six or 
seven years now, we’ve had zero errors,” 
he said.

Councilwoman Karen Ferlito, who is 
also leaving, observed that Rerig hadn’t 
received a merit increase since 2022, when 
his contract was last amended, and that he 

periods, including the Covid pandemic.
“Chip did not get a raise last year, so 

this raise is well deserved,” she said. 
Ferlito also commented on the chal-

lenges of keeping departments running 
when key staff leave. “It has not been easy, 
and in these last couple of years, we’ve lost 
several employees that we are working on 
replacing,” she said. “I think you do your 
best to get the best out of our employees 
and our staff, and you spend time with 
them and I think that’s really admirable.”

Mayor Dave Potter, taking part in his 

grateful for all of his hard work.
“Keep it up. Don’t give up. Stick it out,” 

the outgoing mayor advised him.
And councilwoman Alissandra Dramov 

said she appreciates the fact that Rerig is 
“on duty basically 24/7.”

“I know it can often be a thankless job,” 
she said.

Rerig gets raise, contract extension
By MARY SCHLEY

FOLLOWING A 4 percent cost-of-
living increase he received alongside other 
management-level employees in August, 
city administrator Chip Rerig on Tuesday 
was given a 4 percent merit raise by the 
Carmel City Council, putting his base pay 
above a quarter-million dollars.

The seventh amendment to his contract, 

‘Stick it out’
Council members took turns praising 

Rerig for his work leading the city.
“You do a good job of managing being 

bossed around by the council,” councilman 
Jeff Baron said after observing that much 
of the city administrator’s hard work goes 
unseen by the public.

Participating in his last meeting as a 
councilman, Bobby Richards praised Rerig 
for overseeing budgets that have received 
clean audits for the past half-dozen years.

“When Chip came on, we had audits 

Everybody reads The Pine Cone
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We have experts in cardiovascular specialties 
from head to toe. 
Golden State Heart & Vascular started with a simple but powerful idea: 
to provide our community with easy access to personalized, comprehensive, 
cardiovascular care. We offer a full range of heart and vascular services, and our 
patients count on us for the advanced care and services one might expect from 
a major medical center — close to home — without the red tape and long wait. 
Our patients look to us for:

• The gold standard in cardiovascular care

• 

• Innovative treatments, some of which were pioneered by our physicians

Learn more at gshav.com or call for an appointment.

My dad has Afi b, mom has varicose veins, 
and I’m worried about family history. 

Can you help us all?

BURLINGAME
LOS GATOS
MOUNTAIN VIEW
WATSONVILLE

MONTEREY
831-717-4687

Devin Blankenship explained. “The charges revolved 
around operating a disorderly house which created a law 
enforcement problem.”

‘Just don’t’
-

ments or provide evidence that “The Brit,” as it has been 
called for years, generated a disproportionate number of 
police calls. But online customer reviews have been blis-
teringly bad as of late, complaining of poor service and 
discrimination.

“Terrible. Save your money! Drinks are terrible and the 
hospitality is even worse,” Blair D. of Ponchatoula, La., 
wrote Nov. 1. “I would encourage everyone to stay away 
from this place — just don’t.”

“A local spit on me here and ‘security’ suggested I 
leave. I couldn’t believe it,” Monterey resident Annie B. 

ABC shuts down Britannia Arms, pub for sale

By MARY SCHLEY

AN ALVARADO Street pub is for sale even as its per-
mit to serve alcohol is suspended, and a popular little spot 
on Wharf 2 is closed after the owners, because of “a lot of 
different things,” decided not to sign a new lease with the 
City of Monterey.

Britannia Arms, the downtown Monterey bar owned by 
Paul Whitecross and several partners, was recently shut 
down by the California Department of Alcoholic Beverage 
Control for “operating a disorderly house.”

“Pursuant to the stipulation and waiver that the licensee 
signed, the Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control 
imposed a 45-day suspension on Britannia Arms of Mon-

-
cation stayed 180 days to provide the licensee an oppor-

See PUB page 31A

The Britannia Arms pub on Alvarado Street has been a busy night 
spot for decades, but the state shut it down for being “a disorderly 
house.” It’s for sale for nearly $1 million.

PHOTO/MARY SCHLEY

831.915.9710
DEBBYBECKREALTOR@GMAIL.COM

BROKER DRE 01747647 P L A T I N U M G R O U P R E . C O M

OPEN HOUSE 
SATURDAY 12-2PM 

209 CROCKER AVENUE
3 BED  |  2 BATHS  |  1,589 SQ FT

211 CROCKER AVENUE
1 BED  |  1 BATH  |  655 SQ FT

TWO HOMES ON EXTRA LARGE, 16,200 SQ FT, LOT  |  NEAR ASILOMAR STATE BEACH  |  NEW PRICE $1,995,000
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S P R E A D  H O L I D A Y  C H E E R
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Holly

Jolly

CC Pine Cone Holiday Ad 24_Week 2.indd   1 12/2/24   7:22 AM
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Traditional Herbal Medicine Apothecary, 
Floral Atelier & Creative Gathering Space

Uniquely curated 

Botanical Curio

Botanical Remedies

Fresh Flowers

Intriguing Teas & Spices 

Wood-fired Vessels 

Arboreal Curio 

Intelligent Design

Confidential clinical herbalist appointments available 
with a graduate from Arbor Vitae School of Traditional Herbalism.

Special rates for Veterans & First Responders.

Free delivery 
in downtown Carmel

Please contact: motherhearth.com or call 831.330.1397
 at La Rambla building through the courtyard Lincoln 2 SW of Ocean, Carmel-by-the-Sea

model Ayla Willis

WE ARE SHOUTING FROM THE ROOFTOPS…

THANK
YOU!

Voted Best Painter 4 Years in a Row

ARTISTIC TALENT.
DEDICATION TO EXCELLENCE.

Call today for a Complimentary Estimate
Fully licensed, bonded and insured

(831) 320-3252
jonstueflotenrestorationpainting.com

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR PAINTING
RESTORATION & HISTORICAL PAINTING

by Hawaii at $4.56 a gallon.
Under the amendment to the low-car-

bon fuel standard, the hikes won’t stop in 
2025. The recent air resources board deci-
sion will continue increasing the low-car-
bon fuel standard through 2035, at which 
time the Kleinman Center predicts the reg-
ulations could result in retail prices rising 

by as much as $1.50.
The air resources board is 

made up of political appoin-
tees picked by Gov. Gavin 
Newsom. The goal of the 
board is to improve Califor-
nia’s air quality and help it 
meet its climate goals. One 
of the biggest targets is con-
verting all new vehicle sales 
in the state to electric vehi-
cles by 2035 in an effort to 
reduce greenhouse gas emis-

sions. The vote to increase the stringency 
of the low-carbon fuel standard is in line 
with those goals.

How the standard works
Explaining how the low-carbon fuel 

standard reduces greenhouse gases is com-
plicated because it’s not just the special 
gasoline blend that impacts what’s in the 
air. The standard also functions as a credit 
program, taxing fossil-fuel producers and 
paying renewable energy companies.

Electric utilities, biofuel producers, 
hydrogen suppliers and electric vehicle 
charging companies all receive low-carbon 
fuel credits from the state each year. Those 
clean energy companies then sell the cred-

-
tially required to buy the credits under 
state law to offset their carbon footprints 
and remain in compliance.

The state’s goal is to push people 
towards renewables and boost the clean 
energy market. According to the air 
resources board, dollars from the credit 

Special session also targets gas prices
By CAITLIN CONRAD

CALIFORNIA REPUBLICANS are 
hoping to prevent gasoline price hikes in 
2025 with new legislation introduced this 
week.

State Senate Minority Leader Brian W. 
Jones introduced Senate Bill 2 on Mon-
day during a special session 
called by the governor. The 
session was called in an 
effort to get the ball rolling 

-
fornia, but Republicans used 
the early start to target rising 
costs at the pump, as well as 
the state’s climate agenda.

SB 2 would repeal recent 
changes to the state’s low- 
carbon fuel standard that 
could result in gasoline price 
spikes as high as 65 cents per gallon next 
year.

“Our No. 1 priority is protecting Cali-
fornians at the pump. SB 2 will immedi-
ately repeal the Newsom administration’s 
65-cent gas price hike and put an end to 

said Jones.

Price predictions
On Nov. 8, the California Air Resources 

Board voted to increase the state’s low-car-
bon fuel standard. The move will require 

blend.
The Air Resources Board originally 

said the move would raise gas prices by 47 
cents in 2025, but experts with the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania’s Kleinman Center for 
Energy Policy estimate the increase will be 
closer to 65 cents a gallon.

If that estimate bears out, the board’s 
decision will push retail prices over the 
$5 mark across the state next year. On 
Wednesday the average price of gasoline 
in California was $4.39 a gallon, just about 
the highest in the nation, one-upped only 

New regulations 
could boost 
regular by up to 
$1.50 per gallon

See GAS page 30A
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PANETTA, ADDIS PAY 
TRIBUTE TO ADAMS 

By CHRIS COUNTS

FIFTH DISTRICT Supervisor Mary Adams was hon-

where she has served since 2017. Heaping encomiums on 

-

-
-

-
-

-

See ADAMS page 18A
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extraordinary.
Find something Find something WONDERFUL and so much more!and so much more!

    T H E C R O S S R O A D S C A R M E L . C O M
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208 Crossroad Blvd, Carmel  | 831-626-2665

Give the gift 
      ...of mystery
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Unlock Your 
Natural Potential

Skincare products that inspire & (up)lift

prophetapothecary.com

•  Skincare Essentials

•  Hair Rejuvenation

•  Regenerative Therapies

•  Special Holiday Baskets

Please join us for

& pop-up Dog Bar

YAPPY 
HOUR

• LiVe mUsIc • BeEr •
• WiNe • TeQuIlA tAsTiNg • TaCo bAr •

DOGS
ROCK!!

ArAr A tAlA tA

236 Crossroads Boulevard. Carmel 
650-823-3315 • www.dogmafit.com 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2024 
4 PM TO 6 PM

TAKE PHOTOS 

WITH MRS. CLAUS

• LiVe MuSiC • BeEr •
• Wi N e • TeQuI lA TaStI nG • LiGhT BiTeS •

CARMEL

Great collection of cashmere
sweaters for your Christmas giving

Amina Rubinacci 
Kiton

Piazza Semipone 
Bogner

Rani Arabella 
Richard Grand 

Maison Common 
Peserico

And many more

Our own 
cashmere 

cable sweater
Available in 

12 colors

Voted One of the Best Women’s Stores
 on the Monterey Peninsula

The Crossroads Carmel 
(Next To The Rio Grill)

129 Crossroads Blvd., Carmel
831-624-9400 | Debrac.com

The Crossroads Carmel
244 Crossroads Blvd.

831.655.8527
www.lulas.com

store hours:

your taste buds will sing joyful carols in gratitude. 
visit our store at The Crossroads Carmel or online at lulas.com

�������	
���
���	

��

8 3 1 | 5 7 4 | 8 4 6 7
120 Crossroads Blvd | Carmel CA 93923

home.alchemy.carmel

be unstoppable

Your items arrive safe, 
or you’ll be reimbursed.*
*Visit theupsstore.com/guarantee for full details.

CARMEL: The Crossroads Shopping Ctr

831-625-2800

MID VALLEY: The Mid Valley Shopping Ctr

831-625-5574

MONTEREY: Del Monte Shopping Ctr

831-655-0266

PACIFIC GROVE: Fairway Shopping Ctr

831-655-4838

TheThe

PACK & SHIP PACK & SHIP 
GUARANTEEGUARANTEE

StoreStore

• Clothing
• Handbags
• Accessories
• Jewelry
• Shoes
• Gifts

Lincoln St. 5 SW of Ocean Ave., 
Carmel-by-the-Sea,CA

(831) 250-5898 

110 Crossroads Blvd, Carmel, CA
(831) 626-4686



18A      The Carmel Pine Cone      December 6, 2024  

SAT 12/14/2024  2-10PM
CARMEL AMERICAN LEGION 512   DOLORES & 8TH

SPECIAL GUEST

EVA GARDNER, BASSIST FOR P!NK
$30 per ticket or $100 4-pack

(2:00) The Transducers Trio

(2:40) Brad Mallory

(3:20) Kyle Kovalik

(4:00) Eva Gardner (solo on guitar!)

(4:45) Peter Barnes Martin

(5:30) Dan Frechette

(6:10) Dan Cioper

(6:50) barkings831

(7:30) Squid Brain

(8:20) Chuck Brewer Band

(9:10) Rosewood

Purchase tickets at venue 3-9PM daily or day of show

FUNDRAISER
& music 

celebration
benefiting

veteran’s 
programs

ALPOST512carmel.org

HOW

MUSIC

OO GIINN LL
RR
I AA

SHOWCASESHOWCASE

CAL IFORN IACLOSETS .COM

©2024 California Closet Company, Inc. All rights reserved. Each California Closets® franchised location is 
independently owned and operated. Local contractor licenses available at californiaclosets.com.

CALL ,  VISIT A SHOWROOM, OR FIND US ONLINE TO SCHEDULE YOUR 

COMPLIMENTARY DESIGN CONSULTATION   408.392 .0400
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introduced a second funding bill that is under consideration. 
His bill includes the $25 million for the Department of 

Justice, as well as an additional $10 million for California 

policy initiaves by the Trump administration.
The Monterey County Board of Supervisors considered 

forming the Immigrants Rights Ad Hoc Committee this 
week — its own effort to ‘‘Trump proof’’ at the local level.

The goal of the committee would be to protect the 
county’s immigrant community against any “unconstitu-
tional and draconian federal actions.” 

Supervisors Luis Alejo and Christopher Lopez submit-
ted the agenda item.

According to county staff, 29 percent of Monterey 
County residents are foreign-born. The ad hoc commit-
tee would bring together representatives from agriculture, 
hospitality and law enforcement to coordinate the pro-

would be done have yet to be outlined.

Back at the state level, attorneys with the California 
Department of Justice are no strangers to legal battles with 

administration 122 times and, according to the governor’s 

California saw varying degrees of success in the court-

legal battles. In 2017 the Trump administration withheld 
law enforcement grants based on California’s failure to 
meet immigration enforcement requirements. Then-At-

the federal government awarded California $57 million in 
public safety funds from federal taxpayers.

Unsurprisingly, the target of any future litigation, the 
president-elect, didn’t have anything nice to say about the 

-
ment of the special session in November, Trump posted on 
social media platform X that Newsom was trying to kill 
California.

coming in. He is using the term ‘Trump proof’ as a way 

During his speech at the special session on Monday, 
Assembly Speaker Rivas addressed what he views as the 

PROOF
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failure of state government to address cost-of-living issues 
in California.

-
fornia is working for them,” said Rivas, adding that a prior-
ity of the 2025 legislative session needs to be affordability.

“Californians are deeply anxious, they are anxious 
about our state’s cost of living, they’re anxious about the 
challenges of doing business here,” said Rivas.

Rivas may have put a spotlight on the problem but did 
not provide details on the solutions legislators might pur-
sue in the New Year.

Democratic supermajority
Prior to the start of the special session, the state Assem-

bly and the senate swore in dozens of new lawmakers. 
Democrats maintain total control in Sacramento, holding 

seats in the Assembly.
Republicans had their best showing in recent years, 

even if they are still outnumbered 2-to-1. Democrats 

reelected all their incumbents in the Assembly but lost two 
open seats previously held by Democrats. Several Repub-

blue.
The Monterey Peninsula reelected its incumbent Dem-

ocrats to represent the Central Coast, Sen. John Laird and 
Assemblymember Dawn Addis. Following the special ses-
sion, Addis released a statement expressing support. 

“This moment required bold action, collaboration and 

Most importantly, I plan to tackle the issues that affect our 
Central Coast — affordability, climate change and greater 
transparency for consumers. 

these challenges to build a more just and thriving future 
for our communities,” wrote Addis.

-
-

ing the additional funding for litigation will be signed into 
law before Inauguration Day on Jan. 20.

her sleeves and addressing the needs of her constituents,” 
Alejo said. “She was always there when her community 
had a crisis — her eight years of exemplary service on this 
board are to be applauded.”

Second District Supervisor Chris Lopez noted that 
-

trict “ in a way nobody else could have. “Thank you for 
who you are and what you’ve given to Monterey County,” 
Lopez said.

Adams with paving a path for her as a woman in leader-
ship in the county — and she observed that the supervisor 
has walked that path with “grace and kindness.”

Adams’ “human touch.” “Mary is somebody who really 
cares about people and doing the right thing,” Church said.

Adams told The Pine Cone this week that she’s proud 
of what she accomplished during her tenure as supervisor, 
which began when she defeated incumbent Dave Potter at 
the ballot box. 

Some of the highlights include leading the effort to 
craft a set of ordinances to regulate the short-term-rental 

ADAMS
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industry, lowering taxes for cannabis growers, allowing 
outdoor cannabis grows in Big Sur and making admission 
to county parks free — as well as bringing “transparency, 
openness and inclusion” to the county and the board of 
supervisors.

behind the scenes.
“The people who work for the county are dedicated, 

hardworking and smart, and they focus on what needs to 

the tools they need to implement our vision.”
Adams said the 5th District is in “good hands” with her 

successor, Daniels, who previously worked as her cam-
paign manager and chief of staff before becoming a county 

ready to step up,” she said.

forward to many things, including traveling, visiting her 
mountain getaway, spending time with her partner and 
catching up on reading.

“I haven’t read a novel in six years,” she confessed. 
-

lic service, she’s not rushing into anything. “I’ve made a 
promise to myself to try and take a year to not commit to 
anything, and see what it’s like to not work,” she added.
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Formerly at 14 N. Santa Cruz Ave, Los Gatos & 

has Relocated to 

410 3rd St, San Juan Bautista, CA 95045 
(831) 801-9553

OP

Fat Willy’s Antiques 

Happy Holidays

Don’t let Santa and his authentic Sleigh with 
reindeer get away from your holiday decor!

Ami Carmel is your holiday headquarters for unique gifts, 
festive décor, for everyone on your list.

Shop in person or from the comfort of your home-online. 
Let the elves wrap your gifts free of charge.

Delivery service with a $50 minimum and $35 delivery fee: 
Monterey, Carmel, Pacific Grove, Carmel Highlands.

Mistletoe & Magic at Ami Carmel

Find our updated website: Amicarmel.com
20% off your first order. 

10% loyalty discount on all in store and online purchases.

5 SE of Fifth on Dolores 

(831) 620-1600

ami.carmel.ami@gmail.com 

amicarmel.com

Follow us: 

AmiCarmelByTheSea

AmiCarmel

Holiday extended hours: December 13-30, 5-7 PM, 7 days a week.

Closed Christmas, New Years Day

Voted best gift shop 
3 years in a row. 

Always serving fresh 
baked cookies, coffee 

and hot chocolate!

108 Magnolia St.
Santa Cruz, CA 95062
www.habitatmontereybay.org
(831) 469-4663 

Habitat for Humanity 
Builds Brighter Futures 

for Families in Monterey County 

The lack of affordable housing is one 

of the most urgent challenges facing 

our community today. For Monterey 

Bay residents, affordable homeowner-

ship seems out of reach. Habitat’s mis-

sion is to give families the life chang-

ing opportunity to own an affordable 

home and build a stronger, more stable 

future.  We cannot achieve this mission 

without the support of our community.

Use the QR code to 
donate today. 

Your gift is 
greatly appreciated! 

Please donate today to support local families, 
and join us in building homes, communities, and hope.

“I have several times been almost hit 
there because drivers often don’t realize 
Dolores Street doesn’t have stop signs,” 
she said. “I have had several near misses.” 

In one, she said, a large pickup truck 
pulled out in front of her, and when she told 
the driver he had a stop sign, he shot back 
that she did, too. When Ferlito pointed out 
that wasn’t the case, she said, the driver 

As for the intersection of Fifth and 

become more common for people to go the 

Down this road before
Tomasi pointed out at the Nov. 27 meet-

similar requests at those intersections and 
opted not to change them.

council when we ask for stop signs is, 
‘What’s the accident data?’ and if there 

By MARY SCHLEY

TWO DECADES ago, a consultant’s 

could be made far safer for drivers and 
-

Tomasi said the council could be asked to 
consider the idea again.

The comment was raised after outgoing 

committee, which includes Tomasi, assis-

consider adding stop signs at the intersec-

and Fifth.
The reasons, she argued, are the num-

ber of northbound-southbound drivers who 
use Dolores going to and from the post 

See STOPS page 23A

Numerous signs at 
the intersection of 
Fifth and San Carlos 
confuse drivers, assis-
tant city administrator 
Brandon Swanson 
says. Some of them 
might be removed as 
a result.

PHOTO/MARY SCHLEY
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2 NW San Carlos, between Ocean & 7TH

@PepperDriveCarmel       831-238-7280

Holiday Hours:

Monday, Thursday, & Sunday 11 - 5

Friday & Saturday 11 - 6

Essential joys of life
all in one place.

• VIDEO INSPECTION OF SEWER LATERALS 
• SEWER AND STORM DRAINS CLEARED 
• HYDRO-JETTING SEWER, STORM & GREASE TRAP LINES 
• PERFORMANCE EVALUATIONS FOR REMODELS 
• GREASE TRAP PUMPING & MAINTENANCE 
• SEPTIC SYSTEMS PUMPED, SERVICED, INSPECTED, 

REPAIRED & INSTALLED 
• EMERGENCY SERVICES AVAILABLE

73 W. Carmel Valley Rd. Unit #28  |  Carmel Valley 93924
St. Contr. Lic. # 494738  |  www.psts.net

SUMP PUMPS 
SERVICED & 
INSTALLED 

MONTEREY PENINSULA 831-659-2465

Pump your septic tank every 3-5 years

Celebrating 60 YearsCelebrating 60 Years
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Bullying allegations

-

-

-

-

-

RACISM
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-

-

Unequal pay alleged

-

-
-
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Lincoln & Sixth
Carmel, CA

By CHRIS COUNTS

A
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Deborah Josue Milda I Esquivel 

Mildred Miller
1929 - 2024

Mildred Miller, also known as Mickie, died Dec. 3, 2024. She was born in Salt 

Lake City, Utah on Nov. 6, 1929, to Collins and Grace Jones who arrived in 

Pacific Grove in 1928. Except for being out-of-state for her birth, she lived in 

Pacific Grove. She was a graduate of Pacific Grove High School class of 1947, 

and married Richard “Dick” R. Miller in Carmel on Feb. 19, 1948. Together they 

raised four wonderful children, Rick (Kelly), Scott and Dan Miller and Erin (Rusty) 

Cox. She is also survived by 12 unbelievable grandchildren, Jesse and Kyle 

(Milene) Miller, Demara (Kris) Hale, Joshua (Rebecca), Benjamin (Genelle), and 

Jacob Miller, Emily (Jason) Ray; Ethan (Brianna) and Garrett Cox and Carson, 

Grace and Abilene Miller. In addition, she has 14 great-grandchildren and three 

great-great-grandchildren. She is survived by a brother, R. Paul Jones of the 

Monterey Peninsula. Her oldest brother, R. Merrill Jones, died in 2014.

Before her retirement in 1992 she worked for the Pacific Grove School District 

for 32 years, 27 of them as secretary of Lighthouse and Forest Grove Schools. 

She always said the pay wasn’t great, but she loved working with the children 

and the adults at the school, so that made up for it. Her beloved husband, Dick, 

passed away May 11, 2001. She was a member of the Church of Jesus Christ of 

Latter-Day Saints, Monterey Ward. Her pet projects were family history, knitting 

Christmas stockings and taking care of her grandchildren, which she did into 

her late 80s.

Graveside services will begin at 11 a.m. Dec. 12 at El Carmelo Cemetery, 
where she will be laid to rest next to her husband and close to her parents.
Donations in Mickie’s memory can be made to the Monterey County SPCA 

or a charity of your choice.

-

-

-

‘Closed meeting’
-

-

-

-

By KELLY NIX

-

-

-

‘Retaliation’

-

See HANDCAR page 25A



December 6, 2024 The Carmel Pine Cone                         23A

Fleurs du Soleil

HEAD AND NECK PAIN
A CHIROPRACTIC MESSAGE

from Dr. Steven MacDonald, D.C.

Dr. MacDonald’s specialty is the Cervical Spine 
and Skull alignment. The skull and the cervical spine 
(Cranial-Cervical segment) must be in alignment to 
keep the rest of the body in balance. This section of the 
spine houses and protects the most important area of 
the central nervous system-the brain and brainstem. 
There are also so many life forces housed here, often 
called the mouth of God where the skull meets the 
cervical spine. The nervous system, Cerebral spinal 
fluid, circulatory system must be able to flow freely 
here to keep us healthy. Head and neck injuries and 
stress can misalign this area and interfere with these 
systems. Old and new injuries can hurt this spinal 
alignment and then be the cause of many of the symp-
toms people have today and distort posture later in 
life. Headaches can occur, balance problems, middle 
ear problems, neck and shoulder pain, mid and low 
back pain, poor memory, brain fog, blurred vision, 
speech, mood, depression, numbness and tingling, 
constipation, Fibromyalgia and Chronic Fatigue. Cra-
nial-Cervical misalignment can hurt every system in 
the body. It’s not something to take lightly. 

The NUCCA UPPER CERVICAL system of chi-
ropractic can gently and specifically treat the Crani-
al-Cervical spine to be of help to all problems people 
can experience. This treatment can also correct full 
spine, pelvis and leg length imbalances.

The NUCCA chiropractic care entails a 3- dimen-
sional x-ray evaluation and analysis to determine spe-
cific spinal misalignment measurements, so that the 
proper gentle adjustment can be given. 

The goal of treatment is to offer relief from the 
problems many experience. Treatment can help a 
person be healthier and more active. This care should 
be part of any other care one receives for their health 
care.

Dr. Steven MacDonald,

Chiropractor
Board Certified * NUCCA *

831.375.9528

718 Lighthouse Ave., Suite A,

Pacific Grove

www.drmacnucca.com

“Historically, the council has not been in favor of adding 
stop signs.”

Data show no crashes at Sixth and Dolores in the past 

hill has been part of the reason past councils have not 
wanted to add a stop sign, according to Tomasi. 

-
to’s requests, Tomasi said he dug back through the city’s 

study that was released in March 2004.
The analysis found that 450 accidents occurred within 

the 1-square-mile city between Jan. 1, 1998, and July 27, 
2003. Of those, 153 involved parked cars, 98 resulted in 
injuries, pedestrians were hit in 26, and bicyclists were 

driver confusion and increasing safety, the consultant said, 
was installing four-way stops at every crossing in the com-
mercial district between Junipero and Monte Verde from 

the council opted in July 2005 to create four-way stops at 

and Seventh in what was then dubbed “Phase 1.” No addi-
tional phases were ever developed.

Stops = yield signs

city council ends this month. “It’s pretty rampant in town 
that people are running stop signs,” she said, and drivers 
are often confused. 

“Just because we haven’t done it and just because we 
haven’t had any accidents aren’t reasons to not enhance 
safety,” she said.

The committee decided to review the Higgins study 
and the council’s 2005 decisions at its next meeting and 
then consider bringing the topic to the newest iteration of 
the council to see if objections to the blanket installation 
of four-way stops still exist.

the numerous signs at the intersection are part of the 
problem.

“This intersection is over-signed. You have an arrow 
that points to the right, an arrow that points to the left, 
two arrows that point other directions and an arrow on the 
other side, so you’ve got arrows pointing all over the dang 
place,” he said. “It’s kind of a mess.” 

STOPS
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When making split-second decisions based on all that 
input, motorists often make the wrong ones, according to 
Swanson.

The committee decided to review the ubiquitous sig-

-
ing Law, and use white paint on the street to create the 
impression of a bump-out to narrow the road at the top of 

the hill.
Harary, Tomasi and Swanson also decided to recom-

mend that the city council authorize a stop sign for west-

six months or a year to assess whether they have helped 
mitigate the problems there.
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Joan Bronner Del Gaudio
Feb. 21, 1938 – Oct. 3, 2024

Beloved wife, mother, grandmother, aunt, cousin and friend, Joan B. Del Gaudio, 86, passed from this 

world into the next on Thursday, Oct. 3, 2024, in Carmel, CA.

Born on Feb. 21, 1938, in Brooklyn, NY, Joan was the younger of two 

daughters to Arthur and Emma Bronner. At age 10, Arthur passed suddenly 

and the family moved to West Willington, CT., to live with Emma’s relatives 

on their farm. There, Joan developed her strong work ethic — chopping 

wood, picking cucumbers, and walking long distances to school. 

She was determined to pursue education to create opportunities for 

herself (and later her family). The first female in her family to receive a 

college degree at Teachers College of Connecticut, Joan then obtained 

her M.Ed. in education/counseling from Boston University in 1960. 

While at Teachers College she met the love of her life, Tony. On July 

1, 1961, they married at St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church on the 

University of Connecticut campus.

The couple moved out West, eventually settling in the San Francisco Bay 

Area. They moved from San Mateo to Atherton and finally to Los Altos, 

CA, where they made their home for 47 years while raising their two 

daughters. 

During those years, Joan pursued her career in higher education in the San Mateo Community College 

system, spending most of that time at Cañada College in Redwood City as a business instructor, counselor 

and administrator. While there, she particularly enjoyed working with international students and women 

returning to the workforce. She was an exceptional educator and earned awards as a counselor and 

accolades from generations of students.

Joan was an amazing cook, hosting scrumptious dinners for family and friends. She maintained a stunning 

garden on their Los Altos property. She and Tony delighted in the theater, and were a standout pair on any 

dance floor! Over time, they welcomed two sons-in-law, and then five grandchildren. Joan was a devoted 

(and indulgent!) grandmother who stocked her freezer with Häagen-Dazs bars, would sneak treats to her 

grandkids, or make banana splits for their breakfasts. She loved attending their important events, whether 

school graduations, soccer games, or weddings. The couple traveled often to visit their family and friends 

on the East Coast as well as their younger daughter, who later relocated to New York

Joan leaves behind her two daughters, Caroline (Dale) DePalatis of Monterey, CA, and Christine (Matt) 

Clayton of Sleepy Hollow, NY; five treasured grandchildren, and numerous nieces, nephews and friends. 

She is predeceased by her husband of 59 years, Anthony (Tony) Del Gaudio; her sister, Carol; her mother, 

Emma; and her father ,Arthur.

Family and friends will gather at St. Nicholas Catholic Church in Los Altos to celebrate a funeral Mass

at 10 a.m. on Friday, Jan.10, 2025. A Gratitude & Remembrance ceremony will take place at Living 

Hope Church in Monterey at 10 a.m. on Feb. 21, 2025.

In lieu of  flowers, a donation to a scholarship fund for first-generation college students and those 

returning to the workforce established in her name would honor her memory.

The Joan B. Del Gaudio Trailblazer Scholarship

San Mateo Community Colleges Foundation

3401 CSM Drive, San Mateo, CA 94402

https://bit.ly/joanbdelgaudio

WENDY ANN O’KEEFE
Wendy Ann O’Keefe, a beloved mother, wife, and 
friend, passed away on March 5, 2024, at the age 
of 81.

Wendy was born in Puerto Rico on Oct. 12, 
1942, where her family lived temporarily before 
moving to Duncannon, PA. Her formative years 
were spent there, and she later graduated from 
Shippensburg State College. In the early 1960s, 
she followed her parents to Carmel Valley, where 
she met her husband of 50 years, the late Patrick 
O’Keefe. They were married in her parents’ 
backyard.

Settling down in the Monterey Peninsula, she was 
an elementary school teacher at Carmel Mission, 
La Mesa, Highland and Crumpton. She had many 
fond memories of her students and colleagues.

Wendy loved to travel, and family vacations were 
very special. Among her most cherished trips were 
those she took throughout Europe when she was 
young. Her faith was also important to her. She 
loved her church communities in Monterey and 
Carmel, treasuring the relationships she forged 
throughout the years.

hearted and loved to laugh. Anyone who knew her adored her company.

She leaves behind her sons, Jon and Paul, who love and miss her immensely.

A memorial service will begin at 11 a.m. Dec. 13 at First Presbyterian Church of Monterey. 
Donations in her name can be made to the church or the SPCA of Monterey County.

PAUL T. REAVIS
Paul T. Reavis, longtime resident of the 

20, 2024, at age 95. He is survived by his 

more than 30 years. He also served as an 

member of Monterey Peninsula Country 
Club.

Remembering
Frank Hernandez
April 2, 1935 – Nov. 21, 2024

It is with great sadness the Hernandez family 
announces the passing of Frank Hernandez. 
After a long and brave battle with Parkinson’s, 
PTSD and Alzheimer’s, the doors of heaven 
were opened for Frank to step into eternity with 
Jesus on Nov. 21st. 

Frank entered the Army at Fort Ord at a young 
age and loved serving his country. He met Irma, 
the love of his life, in Germany and although 
he did not speak German and she didn’t speak 
English, somehow the magic of love at first sight 
helped them communicate. Frank served with 
honor in Korea and Vietnam, but not without the 
impact his Vietnam tour had on him for many 
decades. Frank retired from the Army after 20 
years. He was later hired at McCormick/Schilling 
and retired after 24 years. 

Frank was a wonderful, caring and generous 
husband, father and grandfather. He was also a 
great golfer and water skier; in fact, there isn’t a 
sport he was not good at. 

Frank is survived by his wife, Irma; children, 
Marita and Michael; grandchildren, Sarah and 
Christopher; sons-in-law, Bryan and Henry and 
six wonderful great-grandchildren. Each one of 
them had a special place in Frank’s generous 
heart! He will be greatly missed — beyond 
words!  

The family thanks the kind and caring staff at 
Windsor the Ridge Rehabilitation Center for 

their tireless and incredible care and support!

Funeral services will begin at 10 a.m.
Dec. 10th at San Carlos Cathedral Monterey, 
followed by full military honors at California 
Central Coast Veterans Cemetery at 2 p.m., 
2900 Parker Flats Cut Off Road, Fort Ord.

To place an obituary for your loved one, contact 
anne@carmelpinecone.com or (831) 274-8654

Free subscriptions at www.carmelpinecone.com
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JAY ALEXANDER SMITH
Jay Alexander Smith passed away on Sept. 24th, 2024, at Heritage Manor 

Nursing Home in Mandeville, Louisiana. He was 87. 

Born in Stockton, California, he was the only son of Oleen Bryson and Merle 

Smith. He grew up with his baby sister, Susan. The family moved to Millbrae, 

California, in 1948. In 1951, 

Jay’s first job was at the 

San Francisco Airport. He 

graduated from Capuchino 

High School in San Bruno, 

CA in 1955, five years after 

it opened. He worked briefly 

at the South San Francisco 

Stockyards with his father 

before enlisting in the U.S. 

Air Force, where he served 

from 1955 to 1960 as an 

in-flight refueling boom 

operator. His service took 

him from Texas to Thule, 

Greenland, and may places in 

between. 

After Jay completed his Air 

Force service, he returned 

home and discovered the 

ocean (surfing, diving, 

fishing, boating) and spent 

as much time as possible 

in Monterey. Introduced 

by mutual friends, he found his wife Cathryn “Dinny” Craviotto in Carmel. His 

daughter was born just after the family moved to Carmel Valley. The family lived 

in several houses before Jay built the house of his dreams in Cachagua. He worked 

briefly as an electrical technician, but his true love was construction. He started 

as a laborer, owned his own company in Carmel 

Valley, and ultimately retired as an estimator for 

Nyleve Bridge Corporation in Pennsylvania. 

In his retirement he moved to Florida to enjoy 

the warm temperatures and seaside living. He 

took his boat out often and enjoyed fishing in the 

Sarasota Bay. As his health declined, he moved 

in with his daughter in Lacombe, Louisiana, at 

her house on the bayou. He fished the bayou 

and Lake Pontchartrain as often as he was able 

to in the final years of his life. He went fishing 

the week before he went into hospice.

Jay was predeceased by his sister, Susan Smith; 

and his parents, Merle and Oleen Bryson. He is 

survived by his daughter, Louise, of Lacombe, 

Louisiana; and his nephew, Dylan (Kristen) 

of San Diego, California. His family wishes to 

thank his amazing caregiver, Lisa, and the staff 

at Heritage Manor who made his last days as 

peaceful as possible. 

Jay’s ashes were mixed with concrete and placed 

in the Neptune Society Memorial Reef off Key 

Biscayne, Florida, with a memorial plaque, where he will be forever united with the 

sea that gave him such joy in life.

There will be a Celebration of Life at the Carmel Valley Community Center, 
25 Ford Road, Carmel Valley, California at 1 p.m. on Dec. 7, 2024.

ROBIN JEFFREY COYNE
April 10, 1959 – Oct. 28, 2024

Robin Coyne, age 65, passed away surrounded by his loving family. He is survived 
by his beloved wife, Mary, with whom he shared more than 30 years of  marriage, 

exemplifying true love; his daughter, Erica Daniels, who brought him immense pride; 
his son-in-law, Vince Daniels, whom he thought of  more as a son than a son-in-law; his 
cherished grandson, Garren Daniels, and granddaughter, Kayla Daniels.

Robin was preceded in death by his parents, 
Lawrence Wilson Coyne and Elizabeth 
Pitman; brother Lloyd Douglas “Doug” 
Coyne and sister, Sandra Kay Coyne. And 
several beloved family pit bulls – gentle 
giants each and every one.

Those left to cherish his memory are 
brothers Larry Coyne, Eric Coyne and wife 
Johanna. He is also survived by numerous 
nieces, nephews, extended family and 
friends. Many friends.

Robin leaves behind a legacy of  dedication, 
kindness and innovation that touched 
countless lives. A beloved robotics and auto 
shop teacher at Monterey High School for 
more than 20 years, Robin was instrumental 

in establishing the robotics department for Monterey High School, home of  the 
“Robodores” and Team4255.com, growing it into a nationally recognized program. 
Under his guidance, the program qualified for many regional and national-level robotics 
competitions – and was even invited to compete in a world championship level robotics 
competition scheduled to be held in China until COVID shut down the world for awhile. 
Unfortunately, due to COVID, the team was unable to travel to China to compete.

Robin worked for many years restoring high-end classic automobiles – including a 1932 
Chrysler CH convertible sedan that won a class award at the Pebble Beach Concours, a 
prize-winning Mercedes Gullwing, and other outstanding classics and muscle cars. This 
love of  automobiles eventually led him to apply himself  to sharing his appreciation for 
repairing and restoring cars by teaching auto shop at Monterey High School – where 
he himself  was a proud member of  the Class of  1977. Go Toreadors! Go Robodores!

Robin was well known for motivating his students by hosting many an impromptu 
lunchtime barbecue between classes. It is said that no broken music stand on campus 
was ever safe from being manhandled by exuberant youth who needed some welding 
practice. Allegedly at least one janitor had their car worked over, a broken tennis ball 
machine or two were tweaked, and at least one high school science teacher watched his 
dilapidated mid-’50s Jeep become rejuvenated over a couple of  semesters. Carburetor 
rebuilding competitions eventually gave way to diagnosing multi-port fuel injection 
systems. Then as technology advanced, dealing with automotive electronics led to 
robotics competitions, STEM classes and the study of  coding languages. If  your son or 
daughter has taken to gutting your household electronics for parts, well, don’t blame 
the Monterey High School. Must have been that lunchtime grill master’s fault.

Robin touched countless lives on the Monterey Peninsula, particularly among the 
youth, by offering alternative pathways to success beyond traditional academics. His 
commitment to education and belief  in every student’s potential inspired generations.

The community is invited to join in celebrating Robin’s incredible life and contributions. 
A Celebration of  Life will be held at Monterey High School at 2 p.m. on Dec. 28. All who 
were touched by Robin’s kindness and dedication are welcome to attend and honor his 
enduring legacy.

Robin will be deeply missed but fondly remembered for the countless ways he enriched 
the lives of  his students, family and friends.

the city had deemed the Donatis’ house not historic, they 
demolished it in 1999, and two years later, a judge threw 
out the case against the city because the preservation 
group failed to produce any evidence Carmel had illegally 
permitted historic buildings to be torn down. The Donatis 
held onto their hard-won home until July 2012, when they 
sold it for $5,750,000, according to the county recorder’s 

again to the Moore family for $11,630,000.

‘A legacy’
In the late-October listing by Jim Somerville of Car-

mel Realty, the house, called “Spyglass,” is described as 
“a legacy to anyone that is fortunate enough to own it,” 
and “truly a world-class property that offers the very best 
of living in coveted Carmel-by-the-Sea.”

bathrooms, kitchen, generator and exterior walkways, 
according to Somerville, before listing the property, which 
has “a fully secured perimeter with pedestrian gates off 
both streets,” for $18.2 million.

Escrow closed Nov. 25 on the $18,330,000 sale to Bri-
tannia California Inc., which was formed Nov. 12 by CEO 
and CFO Thomas Müller and secretary Richard Snyder, 

company focuses on “real estate investment and holding.” 
Kristen Kitaji of Ikonik Realty handled the deal.

HOUSE
From page 1A

long admired.
“On a personal note, my wife, Chrissy, and I have vis-

ited Monterey many times and are excited to be closer to 
our sons, who also reside in the state,” McDermott added.

Bill Warner, chair of Montage Health’s board of trust-

-
mott will continue to build on that success as we strive 
to improve the health and well-being of our community.”

-
ership and point to his accomplishments, which include 
expanding Community Hospital to double the number of 
patient rooms, the development of Ohana — a ground-
breaking youth mental health campus that opened late 
last year — the launch of Montage Medical Group, a 100-

-
tage program. 

about $1.8 million in salary at the Virginia hospital, while 
-

that same year. 

CEO
From page 1A

proposed bus project, Todd Clark has said the move 
would be very expensive. The family, he said, spent about 
$150,000 on permits and railroad track upgrades to allow 
Handcar Tours to happen.

California Coastal Commission staff in July recom-

conditional approval, as long as either Monterey County 
or the transportation agency reimbursed the state for the 
costs to remove the track and replace it with a busway. 

“Monterey-Salinas Transit District thereafter lost $35 
million from a federal bus grant due to this condition, as 
it prevented such an agency from adhering to a Sept. 15, 

The handcar business is seeking a judge to keep the 
transportation agency and Marina from refusing to per-
mit the two-year renewals of the lease in retaliation for its 

money for the project, and others for damages, including 
general and punitive damages, which can be awarded in 
cases involving malice or fraud. 

Transportation agency representative Theresa Wright 
said the agency has not yet been served with the com-
plaint. The City of Marina did not respond Thursday to a 
request for comment. 

HANDCAR
From page 22A
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BEST of BATESEditorial

We told you it was a bad idea
DONALD TRUMP secured the presidency on Nov. 5 by carrying 31 

states, versus 19 (plus the District of Columbia) for Kamala Harris, giving 
Trump a 312-to-226 margin in the Electoral College.

But if you’ve followed the debate over eliminating the Electoral College, 
you know that 17 states have approved something called the National Pop-
ular Vote Interstate Compact, which would automatically award their Elec-
toral College votes to whichever candidate carries the popular vote. Accord-
ing to the latest results from Nov. 5, the winner of the popular vote this time 
was also Trump, who earned 77,169,819 votes, compared to 74,752,973 for 
Harris.

compact were carried by Harris, which means that if the compact were in 
effect, all of them would have automatically switched their votes to Trump, 
giving him a smashing 520-to-18 Electoral College victory.

The fact that only blue states have OK’d the popular vote compact is no 
coincidence. It was Democrats who were aggrieved in 2000 when George 
W. Bush beat Al Gore in the Electoral College but not in the popular vote, 
and again in 2016, when Trump repeated the feat. It’s understandable that, 
after suffering the sting of what they considered unjust defeats, Democrats 
would seek a way to alter the electoral process to make it easier for them to 
win. 

Amending the Constitution to provide for direct election of the president 
would the most straightforward way to do it, but that’s a non-starter, because 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
amendments require 
approval from three-
fourths of the states, 
and there just aren’t 
enough states that 

eliminating the 
Electoral College. 

Hence the 
National Popu-
lar Vote Interstate 
Compact, which is 
designed to be eas-
ier to implement, 
and will go into 
effect, according to its text, as soon as states with a majority of Electoral 
College votes approve it. But if only blue states are signing up, is that what 
they really have in mind? Will there ever be a scenario in which a Democrat 
carries the popular vote but fails to win one or more of the blue states that 
approve the popular vote compact? That is certainly possible, but it seems 
very unlikely.

Much more probable is a repeat of the situation we have this year, with a 
Republican carrying the popular vote but failing to win some of the nation’s 
solidly blue states. Imagine the outrage if the Electoral College votes from 
California, New York, Massachusetts, Illinois and Minnesota in the Nov. 
5 election were awarded to Trump, even though Harris carried all of those 
states by substantial margins. You’d be able to hear the yelling on Mars. But 
that’s exactly what would have happened if the popular vote compact were 
in effect.

Obviously, that’s the opposite of what the people who put forth the initia-
tive had in mind, and we’re sure many of them are having second thoughts. 
Among the many dramatic changes the Nov. 5 election will bring to this 
country, one of them seems to be the end of the National Popular Vote Inter-
state Compact.

business practices.
The unregulated proliferation of lux-

ury STRs like Mr. Strauss’s contributes 
to rising rents, displaces local workers, 
and erodes neighborhood character. These 
issues are exactly what Monterey County’s 
new ordinances aim to address. Critics may 
argue these regulations harm the economy, 
but unchecked STRs have long prioritized 

Monterey County followed a fair and 
transparent process to develop these ordi-
nances, balancing economic opportunities 
with the need to protect housing and neigh-
borhood stability. The county considered 
extensive public input and commissioned 
a thorough environmental impact report, 

residents.
Mr. Strauss’s comments attempt to shift 

the narrative, but the reality is clear: luxury 
STRs harm communities and drive hous-
ing inequities. Monterey County’s decision 
to regulate STRs is not only necessary but 
long overdue.

I commend the county for standing up 
for its residents and urge others to look 
beyond rhetoric to support these important 
protections.

Trey Kropp, Big Sur

Mail thefts
Dear Editor, 

My neighbors and I have been dealing 
with a very frustrating situation with the 

two years ago, we installed three clusters 

Affordability of STRs
Dear Editor,

I am writing in response to Lowell 
Strauss’s defense of short-term rentals in 
your  Nov. 30 article, “Short-term rental 
group sues supervisors and county over 
new ordinances.” Mr. Strauss claims 
STRs are an affordable option for fami-
lies who cannot afford hotels and criticizes 
the county’s ordinances as harmful to the 
economy. However, his own property in 
Big Sur paints a different picture.

Mr. Strauss’s Airbnb listing charges 

costing over $11,000, excluding fees. This 
is far from affordable for middle-income 
families. The listing also advertises “pri-
vacy, breathtaking views, and the comforts 
of a luxury hotel,” making it clear that 
this property caters to wealthy travelers, 
not those seeking economical options. 
His defense of STRs as a solution for 
affordability contradicts the reality of his See LETTERS page 28A

L e t t e r s
to the Editor
The Pine Cone encourages submission of let-

ters which address issues of public importance. 
Letters cannot exceed 350 words, and must 
include the author’s name and home town. We 
reserve the right to determine which letters are 
suitable for publication and to edit for length and 
clarity.

The Pine Cone only accepts letters to the 
editor by email. Please submit your letters to 
mail@carmelpinecone.com
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A map of this year’s Electoral College votes — 520 for Donald 
Trump and 18 for Kamala Harris — if the National Popular Vote 
Interstate Compact were already in effect.
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KNOWLEDGE • SERVICE • CONVENIENCE
IS WHY YOU SHOULD CHOOSE MURPHY’S

Mark Spindler
   Lumber Specialist/Purchaser

                46 Years Experience

Free Delivery Anywhere in Monterey County 
8316592291

10 West Carmel Valley Road, Carmel Valley Village

   Lum
         

FDr. Derek E. N. Barkalow, MA, DC
550 Camino El Estero, Suite 103 - Monterey, CA

(P) 831.655.3232     (F) 831.655.3443
www.drbarkalow.com

We offer comprehensive care & focused techniques. 
ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Medicare, Aspire Advantage and most major insurances, 
with special discounts for California Care.

A Healthy Spine is the 
Foundation of a Healthy Life

Original works were painted over

she said.
The nut business brought Bruce and 

Abbie together in San Francisco, and 
they’ve been married for 38 years. Abbie’s 
childhood helped lay the foundation for 
the move to the Peninsula and the home 
in Carmel Woods where the couple raised 
their two sons, both Carmel High School 
grads.

“We both always loved it here,” she 
said, and then reminisced about her child-
hood vacations. “We came in the 1960s — 
Mom and Dad and my two sisters and me.” 

Scary roots
The Ginger People’s story has also 

10 years Bruce was in business for him-
self, crystallized (candied) 
ginger, prized for snacking 
and baking, was just one of 
many Australian products he 
sold. By the 1990s, though, 
it was clear to him that gin-
ger had more potential.

Home cooks have long used the ground 
form for baking, but the Leesons pointed 

potency rapidly. They’re not alone. Many 
Christmas recipes now recommend includ-
ing grated fresh or crystallized ginger, or 
both, in cookies and miniature housing 
materials.

mainly sold in natural food stores, but in 

mainstream American groceries, it was a 
novelty that some people apparently found 
frightening. “We would do store demos 
and women were shielding their children” 
from the odd-looking root, the couple 
recalled with a laugh. 

Gins, chewy candies that the Leesons 
say can also help relieve nausea, a claim 

They noted that Gin-Gins are the No. 1 
selling ginger candy in the country.

Other goodies include hard candies, 
gummies, and ginger juices that can be 
used in smoothies and cocktails, as well as 
spreads, minced and pickled ginger, sauces 
and a marinade.

There’s more to ginger than 
cookies and Canada Dry

MR. KNOBS, The Ginger People’s 
ruggedly handsome yet goofy mascot, is a 
busy fellow. He and his “alter egos” — like 
Snack Master Knobs and Yoga Knobs — 
adorn dozens of products meant for nosh-
ing, drinking and cooking.

Knobs also watches over the compa-
ny’s Marina headquarters, where found-
ers Bruce and Abbie Leeson have worked 
since 2007. They came to the Monterey 
Peninsula in 1996, shortly before estab-
lishing their ginger brand. Forbes mag-

annual revenue of $40 million from sales 
in 23,000 retail outlets across 30 countries, 
making it a truly international venture — 
just like its owners.

The Leesons grew up more than 7,000 

miles apart. Bruce is Australian and went 
to high school in Sydney, “150 yards from 
the beach,” where he developed a love for 

was a hairdresser and his father, a plumber.
“My generation in Australia was given 

a lot of opportunities,” he recalled. He 
“said yes” to them and ended up selling 
his country’s products to businesses in 
the United States. Naturally curious and 
motivated to succeed, he 
paid close attention to the 

he worked for and learned 
from them.

Macadamias
By the early 1980s, he 

was consulting for two 
companies and had begun 
to branch off on his own, 
becoming part owner of a 
business that sold macada-
mia nuts, which are native 
to Australia, and ginger. He 
said the latter “has a much 
longer history in Australia 
(than here in the States). 
It’s pretty high-end with 
growing and processing.”

Abbie, meanwhile, 
spent her childhood in Northern California 
and went to CSU Chico, where she earned 
her degree in communications with an 
emphasis on journalism. “I always wanted 
to write,” she said, not knowing back then 
that she’d one day be doing marketing for 
her own company. 

Her dad was employed by the DMV as 
a driver’s license examiner. She said that 
he administered her friends’ tests and was 
“pretty tough.” Her mom worked in real 
estate and “instilled a love of farming in 
the family,” taking them to pick oranges 
and strawberries. Abbie also had a summer 
job packing pears. When she was offered 
the choice of an internship with either 
Aerojet, a rocket and missile company, or 
Blue Diamond Almonds, “There was no 
question — it was an obvious decision,” 

As a young adult, Picus dreamed of 
studying overseas and saved the money 
she earned from art-related jobs — interior 
design, graphic arts, and a boutique print-
ing company she cofounded.

At 25, she paid her own expenses for 
a trip to England to study advertising and 
marketing — an education that led to a 
career in art and design in Hong Kong, 
including employment with several promi-
nent advertising agencies.

In 1991, she was living on one of Hong 
Kong’s outlying islands when she met a 
very outgoing American on a ferry ride to 

the mainland.
David Picus, a regional 

sales director for a software 
company, had been assigned 
by his employer to Hong 
Kong, where he was resid-
ing in a different village on 

the same island.
“David and I rode the same boat to 

work, on the same schedule, and started 
talking,” she said. “We became friends and 
dated for three years before he proposed.”

During that time, she worked for an 
international fashion house, overseeing a 
design team of 16 members creating win-
dow displays, brochures and fashion prints.

The family grows
The couple married in Hong Kong in 

May 1995, then moved to Singapore. After 
their two sons were born, Picus decided to 
focus full time on motherhood.

As the boys grew older, she returned 
to painting with renewed passion — and 
validation.

Her work sold well at shows in Singa-
pore and Melbourne, Australia. She also 
enjoyed teaching art to children and adults 
with disabilities for many years.

Miles, the elder son, aspired to pursue 
college in the United States, which aligned 
with the family’s desire to retire on Cali-
fornia’s central coast.

“David found Carmel and said, ‘Wow, 
this place is nice!’” Picus remembered.“I 
got here a month later, saw all the green 
and the water and the cliffs, and said, ‘Yes, 
this is it!’”

Miles earned his bachelor’s degree 
from UCLA and a master’s from Stan-
ford. He works for Providence Health 

A
the wall between the front door and living 
room of her family’s modest Hong Kong 

brother and sister who spent their own 

was a loving father who encouraged her to 
pursue her talent.

family, Celine Picus learned early that art 
was meant to be appreciated.

“As a little girl, if I felt antsy or inspired, 
I just drew on that wall,” remembered 
Picus, a Carmel-by-the-Sea resident since 

2014. “Most parents might say, ‘Maybe 
you should draw on paper instead,’ but 
my dad always said, ‘Oh, this is nice; keep 
going, there is wall space.’”

Chinese people traditionally give their 
houses fresh coats of paint for Chinese 
New Year, which provided young Celine 
with a few good months of exhibition time 
on the family wall before the new paint 
gave her a fresh canvas.

“I was the only one in our family pursu-
ing art as a life goal, but they always sup-
ported my dream,” she said. “They let me 
explore, which I think was a bit unusual for 
parents back then.”

Teachers nudged her toward art com-
petitions, most memorably a contest in 
which she won $50 in Hong Kong money 
— about $7 American at the time — a vali-
dating moment for the young artist.

“I went to a really chic bookstore and 
spent the money on an art book,” she remi-
nisced. “I still have that book today.”

Inspired by the lifestyle
As a 14- and 15-year-old, she was 

tutored at the home of a local watercolor 
artist whose lifestyle inspired her.

“Hong Kong is known for its hustle 
and bustle, but he was very calm and laid-

“I remember thinking, ‘Wow, people 
can live like that?’ He was so relaxed!

“I think that’s when I became convinced 
that I’d like to live as an artist, and also 
when I began to understand that art could 
be a form of therapy.” See ARTIST page 47A

Carmel’s Artists
By DENNIS TAYLOR

Bruce and Abbie Leeson — shown with mascot Mr. Knobs — are 
the founders of The Ginger People, located in Marina.

PHOTO/COURTESY THE GINGER PEOPLE

Don’t miss “Scenic Views” by Jerry Gervase 
— every week in the Real Estate Section.

See LIVES page 30A

Great Lives
By ELAINE HESSER

Celine Picus paints 
in multiple styles, 
but currently enjoys 
creating bright, uplift-
ing, colorful abstract 
acrylics. Picus grew 
up in Hong Kong 
and raised two sons 
before returning to 
her passion since 
childhood, painting.

PHOTO/DENNIS TAYLOR
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Call us at 831 I 649-3363 
www.centralcoastseniorservices.com 

CA License #274700016 

Turn to us for more than caregiving. 
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Your goal is to stay at home. We can help.

Member F.D.I.C. • Equal Housing Lender

Clarissa Rowe, Community Relations Officer
Charles Chrietzberg, Chairman, Advisory Board

Stephanie Chrietzberg, Senior Vice President

Experience Personal Service at the 
OLDEST COMMUNITY BANK IN MONTEREY COUNTY

Come visit us at one of 
our convenient locations 

in Monterey, Pacific 
Grove, Carmel or Salinas 

MONTEREY BRANCH 
649-4600

PACIFIC GROVE BRANCH
655-4300

CARMEL BRANCH 
625-4300

SALINAS BRANCH 
422-4600

Harley is a one-eyed wonder with a playful spirit and a heart full 
of love. She adores strolls, squeaky toys, and snuggling in your 

lap. With her wagging tail and spunky attitude, Harley is ready to 
brighten every day. She dreams of a child-free home where she can 

shine as queen bee.

Want to meet Harley? 
Please fill out our online adoption questionnaire.

www.PeaceOfMindDogRescue.org
831-718-9122

P.O. Box 51554, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

7 lbs

Chihuahua mix

Male

approx. 11 
yrs. old

Rev. Up Your Harley!

(If you’d like to sponsor our 
next ad, please give us a call.)

Ad Sponsored by
Monterey Bay Whale Watch

www.gowhales.com

of metal locked mailboxes on our street just off of Car-
mel Valley Road because of repeated thefts of mail. We 
thought we wouldn’t have to deal with theft again. 

However, on Sept. 19, thieves broke into the locked 
boxes, replicated the master key used by our postman for 
all 23 mailboxes and stole several pieces of mail. 

and the postmaster in San Jose and were told that they 
would be replacing the locks and providing us new keys. 
In the meantime our mail has been held at the Carmel Ran-

We have been waiting almost three months for the 
repair, and last we heard, the locks came in, but they for-
got to send the keys. In addition, several times a week our 
mail or packages are missing or incorrectly sorted and not 
there when we go to pick them up. With the holidays and 
packages arriving daily, it has become a more frequent 
occurrence and very frustrating situation. 

My neighbors and I are curious if this is typical post 

Sharon Larson, Carmel Valley

‘Happy to be here’
Dear Editor,

I’ve heard some negative comments from visitors about 
Carmel, and it initially put me on the defensive. More use-
fully, I thought about it, and I share my 41-year experience 

LETTERS
From page 26A

with our town: We bought the Second Murphy house on 
Dolores in 1983, and we became weekenders, living 63 
miles away. Carmel was sublimely quaint and calm, a 
place of natural beauty, mild weather, and houses within 
the range of middle-class people. The town was always 
busier on weekends and in the summer tourist season. The 

trivia but managed to get a few important things done, so 
it was a lovely place to be when we could be here.

We moved here full time in August 2020. So, we have 
lived here a bit more than four years, and we’ve seen a lot 
of different shades of Carmel. On holiday weekends, and 
June to August, it is a very lively town. The best restau-
rants are often nearly impossible to book (“We could seat 
you before 5 or after 9 …”). But we have a learning curve 

to eat, we know when to head to Costco or Home Depot, 
and when to avoid Ocean Avenue shops. Even on the most 

and on the beach. The sunsets entertain us for free, some 
evenings spectacularly. The live theater at the historic For-
est Theater and the gorgeously refreshed Golden Bough 
(just saw “Jersey Boys” there) provide real professional 
theater.

I have started paying attention to the city council. 
I enjoy attending the meetings and getting to know the 
mayor, the council and some of the commissioners. I have 
gotten a feel for how things work, and why they often 
don’t. It has given me a greater appreciation for my home-
town and how different it is from the suburbs I’ve spent 
my life in. And I salute the generous men and women 
who do the work of governing this town. We had the very 

shocking and sad suicide-by-cop just a month ago, and we 
have the occasional smash-and-grab in high-end retailers, 
but crime is very rare. Even the crazy crowds on the Fri-
day and Saturday nights of Car Week have been well man-
aged and controlled by our excellent police department.

The very best thing about living here, better than 
the ocean, beach, shops, art, weather, is the people you 
encounter. Whether residents, weekenders, tourists, or day 
trippers, we are all in a good mood because we are happy 
to be here. It is a privilege to be here, and we are grateful 
for it.

Joe DiNucci, Carmel

WITH OVER 65 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE 
IN THE SEPTIC INDUSTRY

•Septic System Pumping, Maintenance, Service & Inspection
•Sewer Drain Line Clearing & Hydro-Jetting

•Grease Trap/Interceptor Service & Inspection
•Storm Drain and Culvert Hydro-Jetting & Clearing

•Fully Licensed, Bonded and Insured

We can take care of all your “dirty” work
www.tomsseptic.com

831-633-2321
Lic.# 406512

AlphaAbacus Learning Center: Established 2003
Rachel Phillips M. A. Education

“Gracie”
YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT TUTORING CENTER

“Where Learning Is Fun”
READING - MATH - WRITING - ACADEMIC SUBJECTS

STUDY SKILLS - HOMEWORK HELP - TEST PREP
WWW.ALPHAABACUSLEARNINGCENTER.COM

831-596-9394 | 831-625-6053
200 Clock Tower Place, Suite A204, Carmel

Home Schooling Support    AlphaAbacuslearningcenter@gmail.com

HELP IS ON THE WAY!

Astronaut talk Dec. 16
PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

DR. JAMES Newman, a NASA astronaut, will share 
stories and contemplate the future of space travel and colo-
nization during a Dec. 16 talk at Wave Street Studios orga-

-
tute. Afterward, Dr. Michael Hogan, who led the design 
of the NASA Apollo heat shield, will lead a Q&A session.

Newman served as part of a team responsible for crew 
ingress/strap-in prior to launch and crew egress after land-
ing, worked on the Space Shuttle’s on-board laptop com-
puters, and was involved in developing computers for the 
Shuttle and the Space Station.

this century, Newman spent more than 43 days in space, 
including six spacewalks that totaled 43 hours 13 minutes.

Tickets are $100 per person and may be obtained 
through casicalifornia.org. The is at 774 Wave St.
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Think Big — Shop Small

LOS LAURELES LODGE

CHRISTMAS GIFT SHOW
24th Annual24th Annual

Talented Crafters  wi l l  showcase creat iv i ty 
in  thei r  handcrafted i tems.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14TH • 10AM-4PM
Lunch available from 11am - 3pm

313 West Carmel Valley Road, Carmel Valley • 831-659-2233

• Candles
• Ornaments
• Baked 
   Goods

• Cards
• Wreaths
• Knits
• Jade

• Natural  
   Soaps
• Jewelry 
• Crepe Paper 

• Flowers
• Caligraphy
• Wood Bowls

I Heart 
You

CANDLES
& GIFTS

222 17th Street, Pacific Grove  |  831-574-9446

Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm
Custom appointments available outside of business hours

COME DESIGN YOUR CUSTOM CANDLE TODAY!

Personal, inspirational, 
handmade candles

100% Cotton Wicks, 
Golden Soy. 

No zinc, iron or lead

Great for party favors 
for weddings, showers, 
holidays and birthdays

ALSO AVAILABLE: 
SWEET CHEEKS SUGAR SCRUBS • NOW U SEE ME VINTAGE

JASON HALE PHOTOGRAPHY • MINXY COLE ART
KAREN FLEEMAN, ABSTRACT PAINTINGS

M
EN

TI
O
N

TH
IS

AD
AND

RECEIVE A GIFT WITH
PURCH

A
SE

•Clothing
•Handbags
•Accessories
•Jewelry
•Shoes
•Gifts

110 Crossroads Blvd 
+ Carmel, California 93923

(831) 626-4686

Lincoln St. 5 SW of Ocean Ave. 
+ Carmel-by-the-Sea

(831) 250-5898

The Carmel Pine Cone

To advertise in this section 
Please call or email

Meena Lewellen
(831) 274-8655

meena@carmelpinecone.com

Jessica Caird
(831) 274-8590

jessica@carmelpinecone.com

Next publication date:

December 13

Next publicp

Decem

Caring for someone with 
Alzheimer’s isn’t always easy.

Cuidar a alguien con 
Alzheimer no siempre es facil.

THIS BOOK, LIKE CARMELBYTHESEA, 
IS GOOD FOR THE SOUL!

BELO
VED

 TREES O
F CA

RM
EL-BY-TH

E-SEA

BELOVED TREES OF BELOVED TREES OF 
CARMEL-BY-THE-SEACARMEL-BY-THE-SEA

EPIGRAMS FROM THE SHAMBHALA MASTER  
 PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  L. M. McDERMOTT

A Beautiful, Hard Bound Gift Book with Twenty-Two Color, 
Photo Spreads of Carmel’s Beloved Trees. Each Photo is Creatively 

Paired with Inspiring Thoughts from The Shambhala Master.

Both the Author and the Photographer call Carmel-By-The-Sea Home.

Sold only at Pilgrim’s Way Community Bookstore 
$24.95 (www.pilgrimsway.com)

A most unique and the only bookstore in Carmel-By-The-Sea
Located on Dolores St. between 5th and 6th (831-624-4955)

While you’re there, make sure you visit their Secret Garden and find out why the San Francisco 
Chronicle named this bookstore one of the 5 Sacred Spaces to Seek Truth! 
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1213 FOREST AVE, STE A | PACIFIC GROVE, CA 93950
Solar: (831) 233-3004 | General: (831) 646-5200

 SolarTecture.net | Lic. # 712291

Ask 

SANTA
for a Sunroom this season

Authorized Dealer

Call us for an estimate today

The Leesons figure they’re contributing 
to the incomes of about 500 farmers and 
factory workers in Fiji, China, Indonesia 
and Peru. Each country produces ginger 
with a slightly different flavor profile and 
moisture content.

In Fiji, they said, children must be spon-
sored to go to high school, and the company 
has done that for all those whose parents 
work in factories where they do business, 
a number they believe runs into the hun-
dreds. The Ginger People directly employs 
about 40 people, including a few remote 
workers and some in a Gilroy warehouse.

Abbie and Bruce explained that a lot 
of the co-op farmers who grow the crop 

— which requires high humidity, heat 
and well-aerated soil — work plots that 
are between 1 and 5 acres. They manu-
ally plant little pieces of ginger with buds 
on them. The new plants take about nine 
months to reach maturity, though some 
roots are harvested as early as five months, 

LIVES
From page 27A

when they’re still “very tender and fiber-
free.” It grows quite densely and depletes 
the soil so much that the same plot can’t 
be replanted with ginger for three years — 
it has to lie fallow or be used for a differ-
ent crop. Some products are processed in 
factories near the farms, while others are 
made in the United States.

This year, Abbie was honored by 
Forbes magazine as one of its “50 over 50” 
— female entrepreneurs in its Lifestyle 
category, who, according to ForbesWomen 
editor Maggie McGrath, are “proving that 
success and innovation have no age limit.”

“I’m honored to have been part of the 
group,” said Abbie. “We’re generally not 
publicity seekers.”

Travel, creativity
While she enjoys the creative marketing 

aspects of the work — along with traveling 
abroad to meet farmers and 
factory workers — Bruce, 
who also likes travel, said 
he takes pleasure in the 
idea that there are no lim-
its to what the business can 
do. Finding the company’s 
products on the shelves 
of Trader Joe’s, where  
they’ve been for 20 years, 
Whole Foods, Safeway and 
Walmart is gratifying to 
him.

The company contin-
ues to grow and expand 
its lines. Most recently, 
it’s been adding products 
featuring turmeric, a root 
related to ginger. Home 
cooks may know it as a yel-
low powder with a warm, 
sometimes bitter flavor, but 
its fresh form, which ranges 

from bright orange to yellow, tastes more 
like its better known cousin. 

Who knows? Maybe Mr. Knobs, who’s 
been repping the turmeric, too, will get an 
orange co-worker to ease the burden. They 
could go out for drinks after work — but 
no ginger cocktails. That’d be weird. 

program helped cut greenhouse gas emis-
sions in the state in 2022 by 20 percent 
from 2000 levels.

The air resources November vote 
requires a 30 percent reduction in the 
low-carbon fuel standard by 2030.  Start-
ing next year, refiners will have to further 
reduce the “carbon intensity” of doing 
business, a move that will boost credit 
prices for renewable companies. 

Little chance
The Kleinman Center argues the cost 

of those credits is passed on to drivers 
at the pump, but the air resources board 
maintains there is no relationship between 
credit prices and gas prices. The board in 
recent months has also reported there is 
no accurate way to predict retail gasoline 
price changes, this after its initial predic-
tion of 47 cent increase sparked outrage. 

The entire Senate Republican Caucus 

GAS
From page 12A

has signed on as co-authors of SB 2. 
“This bill is an important way for us 

to cut costs and make life more afford-
able for everyone in California,” said Sen.  
Suzette Martinez Valladares, a Santa Rita 
Republican.

The chances of SB 2 gaining traction 
are slim. Republicans are outnumbered 
2-to-1  in the state Senate, and it will take a 
major move of support from Democrats to 
get the bill passed. That said, Senate Dem-
ocrats acknowledged the need to bring 
down the cost of living in the Golden State 
during Monday’s special session, making 
affordability a cornerstone of their agenda 
for the New Year.

“This Senate must double down on our 
efforts to make life more affordable and 
livable,” said Senate President Pro Tem-
pore Mike McGuire, a Sonoma County 
Democrat.

During his speech at the special session, 
McGuire listed lowering energy costs as 
one way to make California more afford-
able. If it passes —  SB 2 will void amend-
ments to the low-carbon fuel standard 
immediately as an urgency statute.

Abbie Leeson, her son Evan (white shirt) and husband, Bruce (right, 
with beard), visiting a Fiji ginger farm.

PHOTO/COURTESY THE GINGER PEOPLE

and route around Carmel Point, Hatton 
Canyon park on the east side of Highway 
1, Palo Corona Regional Park, and the 
land slated for the Carmel River Flood-
plain Restoration and Environmental 
Enhancement flood-control project in the 
lower Carmel River watershed. The Car-
mel River FREE plan includes a causeway 
underneath Highway 1 that pedestrians and 
cyclists could use.

“Our committee has reached out to 
over 30 different groups,” Bowling said. 
“We have the support of regional parks, 
state parks, Mission Fields neighborhood 
groups, Carmel River School groups — all 
have been in listening sessions for people 
to understand and give us their thoughts 
and ideas.” She also said the group is 
working on ways to connect with Monas-
tery Beach and Point Lobos.

‘Christmas gift’
While CAWD could use its easement 

to build the Rio Park section of the trail, 
Bowling said, the district would prefer to 
lease the whole city-owned property and 
provide public access to it. 

“We submitted a lease for Rio Park 
using the Forest Theater lease as a model,” 

BRIDGE
From page 1A

she said, referring to the city’s long-term 
management agreement with Pacific Rep-
ertory Theatre to operate the venue.

“It’s one of the easiest and first oppor-
tunities that we could move on in terms of 
bringing this to life for the community,” 
she said.

Former U.S. Rep. Sam Farr, who is 
also on the advisory committee, urged the 
council to get on board.

“We’re offering you a Christmas gift — 
the opportunity to lease this for a long time 
with no cost to the city other than cleaning 
it up,” he said. “Carmel is a walking expe-
rience, and here you can expand this walk-
ing experience exponentially. We’ll take 
care of it, and it won’t cost you a thing.”

Resident Ian Martin predicted the 
Bridge to Everywhere project “would be 
a fantastic opportunity for residents” and 
would “draw a whole different class of vis-
itors to the area.”

The only critic to comment was resident 
Andi Carr, who said the city has higher pri-
orities, including figuring out what to do 
about the aging police station and afford-
able housing.

The council was not asked to take any 
action on the proposal, but the majority 
expressed enthusiasm for it.

“I’m very excited about this project,” 
said outgoing Mayor Dave Potter, adding 
that it would be a “good lift,” for the new 
mayor and council members to take on.

ramps leading to the second floor — and 
a merry-go-round that can accommodate 
wheelchairs. The project is expected to 
cost about $800,000. There’s still about 
$100,000 that needs to be raised, but an 
anonymous donor has agreed to match 
donations up to $50,000. Email tatumstree-
house@gmail.com to contribute.

Both Tatum’s Treehouse and Tatum’s 
Garden are named for a local youngster, 
Tatum Bakker, who uses a wheelchair. 
Her mother, Amanda Bakker, spearheaded 
efforts to build both parks.

The effort to build the new park marks 
a collaboration between the Carmel Valley 
Community Youth Center and the Tatum’s 
Garden Foundation.

Bakker — who noted that volunteers 
came from as far away as Salinas, Marina, 
Cachagua and beyond — called the effort 
to build the playground “a beautiful rep-
resentation of what communities can do 
together.” “We look forward to bring-
ing accessible play to families through-
out Monterey County,” she told The Pine 
Cone.

Accessible playground takes shape 
By CHRIS COUNTS

DRONE PHOTOGRAPHS show the 
dramatic progress volunteers have made 
in recent weeks building the Tatum’s 
Treehouse playground in Carmel Valley 
Village. Modeled after Tatum’s Garden in 
Salinas, the playground has been designed 
to be accessible to children with a wide 
range of disabilities.

The push to build the fully accessible 
playground began Nov. 11, with more than 
600 volunteers offering both their sweat 
and their construction skills. The play-
ground is scheduled to open Dec. 14 — 
just before the Santa’s Fly-In at 10:30 a.m. 

$$ still needed
Located in Carmel Valley Community 

Park next to the youth center, the play-
ground will feature a rubberized playing 
surface designed to minimize injuries, 
but firm enough to run a wheelchair over. 
There will also be a two-story Swiss Fam-
ily Robinson-themed “tree house” located 
in the heart of the park —  with wheelchair 

We pay for news photos!
The Carmel Pine Cone will pay up to $50 for photos of 

newsworthy events around the Monterey Peninsula. 
Submit yours to news@carmelpinecone.com. 

Payment made for photos accepted for publication.  
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The Wonder on Wheels 
Mobile Museum

canneryrowantiquemall.com

471 WAVE STREET
MONTEREY

(831) 655-0264

ANTIQUES &
COLLECTIBLES

OVER 100 DEALERS 
21,000  SQUARE FEET

The Largest Antiques 
and Collectibles Mall 
on the Central Coast

Antique Mall of the Year 
Professional Antique 

Mall Magazine

Open Daily 11 AM to 6 PM

During the criminal investigation and manhunt that en-
sued, numerous agencies — state, local, and federal — coop-

he left behind at the crime scene contained a conspicuous 
blood-stained hammer — later determined to be the murder 

-
-

surviving relatives were assisted throughout the investigation 
-

-

GAVEL
From page 4A

Andy Nygard  I  831-915-2863 
hauteshelter.com

Haute Shelter Property Management Inc. 
DRE # 02065719

‘Tis the Season for Gathering

Property 
Management 

Vacation Rental 
Management 

Small Event 
Properties

Sales

-

-
-

PUB
From page 10A

-

‘Punch in the gut’

never entered into negotiations to discuss potential lease 
mourning this loss, and it has been so much tougher than 
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Mike Canning | Jessica Canning | Nic Canning | Nancy Canning | Ellen Armstrong | Brian Keck
Arleen Hardenstein | Alecia Hull | Paige Colijn | Anita Jones | Spiro Pettas | Caroline Garcia | Anthony Garcia
team@canningproperties.com | 831.238.9718 | CanningProperties.com

© 2024 Sotheby’s International Realty. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a registered trademark and used with permission. Each Sotheby’s International Realty office is independently owned 
and operated, except those operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. All offerings are subject to errors, omissions, changes including price or withdrawal without notice. Equal Housing Opportunity. Mike 
Canning DRE: 01004964, Jessica Canning DRE: 01920034, Nic Canning DRE: 01959355, Ellen Armstrong DRE:02046046, Brian Keck DRE: 02070480, Paige Colijn DRE: 02168140, Anita Jones DRE: 01926760, 
Spiro Pettas DRE: 02066568, Arleen Hardenstein DRE: 01710953, & Alecia Hull DRE: 02027849 Unlicensed Assistants: Nancy Canning, Anthony Garcia & Caroline Garcia.

IN 2020, 2021 AND 2022

Team in the US with Sotheby’s International Realty

You Deserve the Best.

Open Houses this Weekend: 
Camino Real 3 NW of 10th, Carmel-by-the-Sea – OPEN HOUSE SUN 1-3 

57 Montsalas Drive, Monterey – OPEN HOUSE SAT 2-4 & SUN 11-1 
491 Mar Vista Drive, Monterey – OPEN HOUSE SAT & SUN 2-4

1759 Hilton Street, Seaside – OPEN HOUSE SAT 11-1 & SUN 12-2

Visit CanningProperties.com for additional listings

An Opportunity to Build Your Legacy
7925Cinquenta.com

TEHÁMA  |  JUST LISTED

TEHÁMA AMENITIES INCLUDE THE FITNESS CENTER, THE GOLF CLUB & CLUBHOUSE WITH RESTAURANT

California Modern in Teháma
15AltaMadera.com

Welcome to 15 Alta Madera
“This stunning California Modern home by award-winning architect David Martin integrates seamlessly 
with its hillside setting and offers breathtaking mountain and ocean views. The property includes a main 
house with four bedrooms, an elevator, a billiard area, and a wine room. Its open-concept design features 
expansive entertaining spaces with fountains, a fire pit, an outdoor fireplace, and a serene rose garden. 
Natural light floods through ridge skylights and floor-to-ceiling windows. Located approx. 4 minutes from 
the Carmel Valley gate, this residence beautifully blends architectural excellence with natural beauty.”

JESSICA CANNING
CANNING PROPERTIES GROUP

CULTIVATING COMMUNITY IN TEHÁMA
One by one, people have found their idea of paradise at Teháma. For some, it is a private retreat amid century old Monterey pines 
and coast live oaks. For others, it is a home perched high atop the hillside with far-reaching views of Point Lobos. For all, it is a 
community that shares a commitment to preserving this land for generations to come. We are connected—to the land, to the 
Teháma community and to one another.
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The  Carmel  Pine  Cone
Section 2

Dolores St. between 5th & 6th Avenue, Carmel-by-the-SeaOpen Daily from 10am to 5pm  831-250-3347 carmelart.org

CARMEL ART ASSOCIATION

Give the gift of art 
from December 4th 
through January 6th

Holiday Reception

Delectables and Live Jazz 
December 14th from 4 to 7pm
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Peninsula Sports
By DENNIS TAYLOR

Carmel reached the NorCal playoff via last week’s 
62-35 spanking of Aptos (28-0 in the second half) in the 

section championship in 15 years.
Carmel quarterback Hudson Rutherford, who passed 

for more than 1,700 yards during the regular season, has 
averaged more than 300 per game in the playoffs, with 13 
TD passes in the past three weeks.

Rutherford burned Soquel for four TDs — two to Sim-
eon Brown, once each to Matt Maxon and Brooklyn Ashe, 
who made a career-best nine receptions for 148 yards.

All-Mission Division South players: defensive backs Ash-
ton Rees, Ty Arnold, and Brown, division MVP Jackson 

and Maxon at linebacker.
Lloyd, Brown, Arnold, Rutherford and Rees, the divi-

Padres football team is on a mission in brand-new territory
THE UNBEATEN Carmel Padres — freshly minted 

Central Coast Section football champions — will explore 
a new frontier Friday night when they play North Coast 
Section kingpin Acalanes for Northern California’s Class 
5-AA crown at Monterey Peninsula College. 

The winner of the 7:30 p.m. showdown will play either 

Silverado or El Capitan next Friday in Fullerton for Cali-
fornia’s 5-AA state championship.

No team in school history has journeyed as far into the 
postseason playoffs as the 2024 Padres, who bring a 13-0 
record, also the best in school history, 
into the NorCal title game.

The Dons, based in Lafayette, arrive 
with a 10-3 overall record and an offense 
that is statistically similar to Carmel’s 
high-scoring attack.

Passing game
Like the Padres, Acalanes features a 

lethal aerial assault, built around quar-
terback Tyler Winkles (2,465 yards pass-
ing, 32 touchdowns) and lightning-bug 
receiver Niko White (972 yards, 23 TDs), 
balanced by running back Josh Elerts 
(813 yards rushing).

Winkles threw for more than 300 

year and completed 58 percent of his 
passes for the season.

But Acalanes’ 34.2-point scoring aver-
age is dwarfed by the Padres’ 45.7 num-
ber, which includes a 158 points (52.7 
per game) in three postseason games.

on offense, while Ashe was second-team all-division.

 Girls basketball
Carmel plots to ascend: While excavating the ruins 

of last year’s 1-22 girls basketball season, the newest head 
-

mism … enthusiasm … anticipation … ambition … great 
expectations ….

Alan Shipnuck — the sixth head coach in the past eight 
seasons at CHS — brings his own unbridled enthusiasm, 

program that is eager to forget about the worst season in 
school history. The 2023-24 team ended the season with a 

See SPORTS next page

Ava Mangiapane’s speed and quickness (left) make her a scoring 
threat as Carmel’s senior shooting guard. (Above) Savannah Radow-
itz, who plays both center and forward, led the 2023-24 Padres in 
scoring and rebounding as a junior. 

PHOTOS/KERRY BELSER
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FOCUSFIRST PERFORMANCE PSYCHOLOGY
Narges Mohsenpour, Psy.D., M.A.

Mental Performance Coach

(831) 917-5911 
26080 CARMEL RANCHO BLVD. STE. 205

CARMEL, CA 93923

Sport Psychology Consulting & Mental Skills Training 
for Athletes & Performers At Every Stage & Age

OVERCOME DIFFICULTIES.

IMPROVE SPORT PERFORMANCE.

FULFILL PERSONAL POTENTIAL.

AREAS WE HELP WITH: 
  Competition/performance anxiety
  Confidence building 
  Injury management
  Burnout prevention 
  Motivation
  Attention and concentration
  Perfectionism
  Communication and team cohesion
  Successful transitions out of sport

and more.

SESSIONS OFFERED IN-PERSON & ONLINE

Complimentary 
30-minute Consultation

20-game skid.
Shipnuck also brings familiarity, having 

served as Carmel’s successful JV coach 
from 2020-2023 and doubling as a varsity 
assistant two years ago under head coach 
Tom Dooner.

Multisport athletes
He also has a roster loaded with multis-

port athletes who can’t wait to win.
“I believe we’re going to compete, and 

I think we’re going to surprise a lot of peo-
ple. The energy in our gym is fantastic, and 

we’re going to win more than one game 
this year,” said Shipnuck, who, in 1990-
91, started on a 24-3 Salinas High team 
that won the Monterey Bay League crown 
under legendary coach Joe Chappell.

Leadership will come from six seniors 
— all battle-tested in at least two sports at 
CHS — beginning with Chloe LeMaster, a 
heady and aggressive point guard who will 
run the offense and key the defense for the 
Padres.

“Chloe is a soft-spoken girl with a nur-
turing personality — she wants to be a 
nurse — but put her on the basketball court 

SPORTS
From previous page

and she’s a warrior,” the coach said of 
LeMaster, the only Padre who played in all 

competes, and we’re really going to lean 
on her hard this season.”

‘A Jedi mind thing’
Shipnuck sees a strong connection 

between LeMaster and her best friend, Ava 
Mangiapane, a shooting guard with excep-
tional speed and quickness who plays hard 
at both ends of the court.

“Chloe and Ava are like Frick and Frack 
and almost have a Jedi mind thing going 
on — they can communicate without any 
words,” he said. “Ava is always going to 
be one of the best athletes in the gym, no 
matter who we’re playing.”

Starting forward Tessa Stalcup, techni-

high school sports because of an acceler-
ated academic program.

“We count her as a senior, because this 
is her last year,” Shipnuck said. “Her dad, 
Abe, is head coach of our JV program, 
and Tessa is the classic coach’s kid. She 
has a very high basketball IQ, she’s crafty 
on offense, and she plays with a bit of an 
edge.”

Forward Avery Palshaw, whose mom, 
Kathy, is a varsity assistant coach, is an 
athletic, long-armed, 5-foot-10 jumper — 
a strong inside player who also can gun 

from the 3-point line.
“She’ll be a really important piece of 

our offense, and she’s also a total goofball 
at practice. She makes everybody laugh 
and keeps the team loose,” Shipnuck said.

Leader in points, rebounds
Savannah Radowitz, a 5-10 forward/

center, led the team in scoring (7.2 points 
per game) and rebounding (7.0) and was 
second in steals (1.6) a year ago.

The other senior, Bella Tanguay, brings 
mobility to the center position and is 
expected to present matchup problems for 
less agile opponents.

“Some of the girls we’ll play against 
are like redwood trees, and we don’t have 
that kind of mass,” the coach said. “But our 
bigs are very athletic, and we’ll try to use 
that to our advantage.”

Another center, 5-10 Rainn Nachbar, 
is the team’s most physical rebounder and 
screen-setter, Shipnuck said.

Creedence Stiebel, a junior, missed 
most of the 2023 season due to hip surgery, 
but is expected to be a strong contributor 
this year.

“She’s a baller — she just knows how to 

play the game, and she plays it with some 
swagger and attitude, which is something 
we need,” Shipnuck said of Stiebel, who is 
a good outside shooter.

Five players from an exceptional soph-
omore class also made the starting team, 
with several other varsity-capable players 
on this year’s JV squad.

A long-term vision
Creating a tradition-rich program at Car-

mel High is the larger vision for Shipnuck, 
who is conspiring with Carmel Middle 
School basketball coaches Kevin Price and 
Jim Tarantino to teach the same offensive 
and defensive skills and schemes.

“We’re trying to build the varsity pro-
gram holistically,” he said. “They’ll be 
running the exact same stuff that we’re 
running, so those girls are going to learn 
our offensive and defensive principles 
before they get to high school.

Also on the drawing board, he said, are 
summer-league basketball and camps for 
Carmel players.

The Carmel Padres, 13-0, host Acalanes Friday at MPC for the NorCal football championship — a first 
in CHS history. The winner plays Dec. 13 for the state title. 

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER

Senior point guard 
Chloe LeMaster is 
the playmaker and 
also an aggressive 
defender for the 
Padres.

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER

See MORE SPORTS page 51A
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Dr. Thomas Fingar
Former Deputy Director of National Intelligence

Now a Fellow at the Freeman Spogli Institute
for International Studies at Stanford University

TUESDAY, DEC. 17
Leture Luncheon, Hilton Garden Inn, Monterey

To register, visit https://www.wacmb.org. Registration due Tuesday, Dec. 10
Please note: Cancellations after the deadline are non-refundable

Foreign policy was not a major focus of the 2024 presidential campaign but developments beyond 
our borders do not take time out while the new American administration appoints officia1s and 
establishes priorities. Dozens of transition papers were prepared by the Biden administration and 
incoming officials will receive help from the professional bureaucracy, but coping with legacy 
problems, unanticipated developments, and efforts by other countries to shape administration policy 
will pose daunting challenges for the new foreign policy team. Tom Fingar, who held senior national 
security positions during four presidential transitions, will describe the process and illustrate the 
kinds of problems the new administration will face.

Tom Fingar is Shorenstein Asia-Pacific Center Fellow at Stanford’s Freeman Spogli Institute for 
International Studies. His previous positions include Deputy Director of National Intelligence, Chair 
of the National Intelligence Council, Assistant Secretary of State for Intelligence and Research, and 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Analysis. Dr. Fingar is a graduate of Cornell University (A.B. in 
government and history) and Stanford University (M.A. and Ph.D. both in political science).

‘U.S. Foreign Policy in Transition:
Persistent Problems & Pop-Up Challenges’

A limited number of seats for auditors will be available. Please notify the WACMB office no later than 
Tuesday, Dec. 10 at www.wacmb.org or call 831-643-1855. Auditors will be allowed entry at 12:40 p.m.

1-800-GAMBLER • GEGA-003846, GEGA-GEGA-003703, GEGA-000889 GEGA-000891 GEGA-002838

THE MARINA CLUB CASINO ENSURES THE SAFETY AND SECURITY OF ALL GUESTS AND TEAM MEMBERS AT ALL TIMES, WHILE PROVIDING EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE.

WHERE MONTEREY COMES TO PLAY

204 CARMEL AVENUE • MARINA, CA • 831-384-0925 
www.CASINOMONTEREY.com

• 1,500 SQ. FT. OF GAMING

• 3 CARD POKER   

• BLACKJACK

• TEXAS HOLD’EM

• PAI GOW

• FULL BAR

Just minutes from
Downtown Monterey

Why travel when you can
play in your own backyard.

REINDOLLAR

HILLCREST

CARMEL
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We pay for news photos!
The Carmel Pine Cone will pay up to $50 for photos of 

newsworthy events around the Monterey Peninsula. 
Submit yours to news@carmelpinecone.com. 

Payment made for photos accepted for publication.  

nizations and programs.
Among the recipients are Catholic 

Charities of the Diocese of Monterey, 
Community Human Services, the Hous-
ing Resource Center of Monterey County, 
Community Homeless Solutions, I-Help, 
The Salvation Army, Dorothy’s Place, Sun 
Street Centers, The Carmel Foundation 
and Monterey Sober Living for Women.

Homelessness by half
Along with IOC, many of the recipients 

are part of the Coalition of Homeless Ser-
vice Providers, sharing the goal of reducing 
homelessness in Monterey and San Benito 

For more information about IOC or to 
learn how to contribute, visit joininghands-

Interfaith group announces 
record-breaking grant year

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

A NONPROFIT committed to reduc-
ing homelessness in Monterey County 
through community and faith-based ini-
tiatives last week announced its Joining 

of funds to distribute as grants.
Through its store located on Carmel 

Rancho Lane, Interfaith Outreach of Car-
mel has raised and authorized an unprec-
edented $210,000 in grants ranging from 
$7,000 to $50,000 this year for local orga-
nizations dedicated to providing emer-
gency, permanent, temporary, re-entry and 
transitional housing to people experienc-
ing homelessness, according to executive 
director Maryann Spadoni. To date, IOC 
has donated more than $1 million to orga-

Press releases about newsworthy events should go to 
the following Pine Cone reporters:

Mary Schley: Carmel-by-the-Sea, food & wine, police, fire, 
criminal courts and schools

mary@carmelpinecone.com

Chris Counts: Carmel Valley, Big Sur, Arts & Entertainment 
and scholastic sports

chris@carmelpinecone.com

Kelly Nix: Pacific Grove, Pebble Beach, Monterey, Seaside, state government,
civil courts and water

kelly@carmelpinecone.com

Letters to the editor are only accepted by email and should be sent to 
mail@carmelpinecone.com

The Carmel Pine Cone
Press Release guidelines
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Join us for an unforgettable holiday performance featuring the incredible 
jazz guitar of Bruce Forman accompanied by Gary Meek on Sax with 

soulful vocals of Laurie Hofer Romero, Pamela and Rebecca Sayre

It’s an evening of music you won’t want to miss!
TICKETS $69

Bar opens at 6 and the show runs from 7-9pm
No host bar with beer, wine, prosecco & hors d’oeuvres

Carmel Valley Lodge - 8 Ford Road, Carmel Valley  |  (831) 659-2261

831.375.9712  |  cfmco.org

Leverage Your Year-End Gift by December 31, 2024 
Each donation to your choice of 206 participating nonprofits receives a  
partial match. Gifts of stock or IRA Qualified Charitable Distributions are 

welcome to benefit multiple nonprofits with one gift. 

montereycountygives.com
MCGives! is a project of the CFMC, the Monterey County Weekly and the Monterey Peninsula Foundation.

We are grateful to our donors and nonprofit partners 

for helping create healthy, safe, vibrant communities.

Your Partner in Philanthropy
Donor Advised Funds, Charitable Estate Planning (e.g. CGAs, CRTs), 

IRA Qualified Charitable Distributions, Scholarships & More

831.375.9712  |  cfmco.org  |  

INVESTING in IMPACT

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION FOR MONTEREY COUNTY

20th Annual
NATIVE AMERICAN

Christmas Market

Food Booth

Fry Bread      Rez Dogs

Indian Tacos

Benefits
3 Rivers Indian Lodge, MantecaQuestions? (831) 601-3051 Donations at door appreciated

SPRECKELS MEMORIAL BUILDING, 
5TH & LLANO ST., SPRECKELS

(BETWEEN MONTEREY & SALINAS, EXIT 21 OFF HWY 68)
Sterling Silver jewelry, beadwork, native glass art, paintings,

hand-made drums, T-shirts, arts and crafts plus many more items
in a relaxed shopping environment.

Buy Native American, by Native Americans

Sat.  Dec 14th 10am-5pm
Sun. Dec 15th 10am-4pm

FULL BAR +
HEATED PATIO +
DAILY SPECIALS+

SUNDAY PRIME RIB DINNERS +

OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC

WEDNESDAYS - SUNDAYS
LUNCH 11:00 - 2:30
DINNER 4:30 - 8:30

WOODYSMONTEREYAIRPORT.COM 831.624.1854

Open : Christmas Eve & New Years Eve
Closed : Christmas Day & New Years Day

to be with our families

THE VALLEY’S HIDDEN GEM

WOODY’S
RESTAURANT
AT DEL MESA

Art Roundup
By CHRIS COUNTS

The gallery is on Dolores between Fifth 
and Sixth. 

Photographer wins new prize
Speaking of $1,000, the Center for Pho-

tographic Art awarded Allison Plass with 

Photography, along with a 
$1,000 cash prize.

The show’s juror, book 
and exhibit designer Eliz-
abeth Avedon, gave Plass 
the award for her series 

Garden.” 
-

her pictures are very personal, exploring 
-

O
holiday gift-giving ideas for those with 

-
-

art — and all priced at less than $1,000. 

loved ones or a special piece for your own 
collection,” the art association announced. 

sold artworks are replaced 
with fresh creations.”

Extraordinary

group are participating in the 

Alicia Meheen, Richard 
Tette, Fred Carvell, Lili-

Melissa Lofton and others. 

$300, with several priced at 

starting your art journey or 
a seasoned collector seek-
ing a unique treasure, there’s 

waiting to be discovered,” 

share the gift of creativity 
this year.”

-
ing: 100 under $1,000,” 
the show will be on display 

strength and vulnerability and an underly-

always uniquely her own.”
Also on display at the gallery is its 

which continues through Dec. 29, and 
-

The gallery is located in Sunset Center 

First Fridays in P.G.
Many of the town’s shops and galleries 

celebrates its last ‘First Friday’ of the year. 

shows are on display for one last week-

Holiday Open House.

A series of images, including this one, earned Allison Plass the 
first-ever Salon Jane Award for Women in Photography.
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All Saints’ Episcopal Church
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BE 
RENEWED 

IN THE SPIRIT 
OF YOUR MIND

LINCOLN BET 5TH & 6TH
WEDNESDAYS 7 PM

SUNDAYS 10 AM
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, SCIENTIST

CHRISTIANSCIENCECARMEL.ORG

St. John’s Chapel Del Monte

1490 Mark Thomas Drive, Monterey, CA 93940
831-375-4463 • stjohnschapel.com

The Rev. Dr. Richard Miles          1928 Book of Common Prayer
HOLY COMMUNION AT 10 A.M. SUNDAYS

Established 1891

Sunday Worship
10 a.m.

Open Hearts. Open Minds. Open Doors.

Lincoln Street and 7th Avenue • Carmel-by-the-Sea
churchofthewayfarer.com • 831-624-3550

ALL are WELCOME 

Church of the Wayfarer
United Methodist

St. Anselm’s Anglican Church
SCRIPTUREBASED WORSHIP

FELLOWSHIP HOUR
Communion Service —
Every Sunday  9:30 am

Meeting at:
Peninsula Baptist Church 

1116 Funston Avenue  |  Pacific Grove, CA 93950
831-521-4267  |  stanselmsanglican.org

Email
Anne@carmelpinecone.com

to be included in this directory

4590 Carmel Valley Road, Carmel CA 93923
(831) 624-8595/ccmp.org

Community Church of the Monterey Peninsula
Independent & United Church of Christ

WORSHIP 11 A.M. SUNDAYS

HIDDEN TREASURE
Sermon title:

Pastor Paul Wrightman
rmel CA 9392333333333333333333333333

urch of Christ

an

Worship
CARMEL ~ CARMEL VALLEY ~ MONTEREY 

PACIFIC GROVE ~ PEBBLE BEACH ~ SEASIDE

3152 Forest Lake Road, Pebble Beach

churchintheforest.org

Sundays 9:45 am
Multi-Denominational

Complimentary Pebble Beach Gate Entrance

on the Stevenson School Campus
Church in the Forest

www.carmelmission.org

Journey to the heart of Carmel ...
where it all began

SATURDAY VIGIL MASS SATURDAY VIGIL MASS
 5:30 p.m. 5:30 p.m. 

SUNDAY MASSES SUNDAY MASSES
 9 a.m.  9 a.m. andand 11 a.m.  11 a.m. 
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JOHN MADDEN’S 6 LEGGED 
THANKSGIVING TURKEY 

Tradition continues at Bruno’s 
(with a fan)

831-624-3821
6th & Junipero, Carmel

Rudolph embarks on an epic adventure, befriending iconic 
characters such as Hermey the Elf, Yukon Cornelius and 
the unforgettable abominable beast, Bumble,” the the-
ater company said. “Audiences will also meet Rudolph’s 
father, Donner, Santa & Mrs. Claus and the rest of the 
enchanting North Pole crew.”

Lindstrom plays Rudolph
The cast features Anders Lindstrom as Rudolph, along 

with Jess Radley, Brady Hollis, Cody Moore, Naomi 

Ortiz. Together, they will sing enduring holiday classics 
penned by Johnny Marks like “Rockin’ Around the Christ-
mas Tree,” “Silver and Gold” and, of course, the title song.

PacRep offers solution to navigating fog
By CHRIS COUNTS

BRINGING BACK the story of everybody’s favorite 

Musical” plays at Forest Theater Saturdays and Sundays 
through Dec. 22. 

Directed by John Newkirk and Christopher Sullinger, 
with choreography by Palmer Davis and musical direc-
tion by Janice Perl, the musical is based on the hit 1964 
animated television special, “Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer.”

The family-friendly musical tells the “heartwarm-

nose,” according to PacRep. “This timeless tale unfolds as 

According to PacRep, “Rudolph” offers “unforgettable 
characters, along with “message of inclusivity.” “It tran-
scends generations and continues to inspire all to be kind, 
accepting and compassionate,” the theater group added. 

Tickets are $28 for adults and seniors, $18 for students 
and $11 for kids 12 and under.

All shows start at 3 p.m. The theater is located at Santa 
Rita and Mountain View. Those attending the show are 
urged to park along Mountain View Avenue or Junipero 
Street and dress warmly. There will be a passenger drop-
off area in the theater’s main parking lot so people don’t 
have to carry food, drinks, picnic supplies, blankets or 
cushions very far. 

For more details, call (831) 622-0100 or visit pacrep.
org.

Sofia Ortiz (left) and Anders Lindstrom (right) star in PacRep’s “Ru-
dolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer, The Musical.”
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ThisWeek Live Music, 
Clubs and Events

Food & Wine
Galleries and Art

C A R M E L  •  P E B B L E  B E A C H  •  C A R M E L  V A L L E Y  &  T H E  M O N T E R E Y  P E N I N S U L A

On a High Note
By CHRIS COUNTS

SCAN CODE

CARMEL PLAZA | LOWER LEVEL | OCEAN AVE & MISSION ST
831.250.7816 | WWW.LINKSCLUBGOLF.COM

INDOOR GOLF SIMULATORS FOR RENT BY THE HOUR
12-10 Mon-Thurs | 12-11 Friday | 10-11 Saturday | 10-10 Sunday

Family Gathering, Company Parties, Something to do with the In-lawsCELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS @ LINKS

FRIDAY LIVE MUSIC, VINYL REVIVAL
SATURDAY LIVE MUSIC, DAN & LAUREL
+ BOTTOMLESS MIMOSAS
SUNDAY BOTTOMLESS MIMOSAS 
+ KARAOKE
MONDAY KARAOKE
TUESDAY $3 TACO TUESDAY 
+ KARAOKE
WEDNESDAY SALSA NIGHT + $3 TACOS
THURSDAY TRIVIA
Events start at 7:30 nightly

HALF PRICE HAPPY HOUR
SUN-THUR 5-6PM & 9-10PM

GIFT
CERTIFICATES

are the 
perfect gift

CARMEL’S ULTIMATE
ENTERTAINMENT & 

MUSIC VENUE

LOCALS RECEIVELOCALS RECEIVE

$20 RATE$20 RATE
MONDAY  THURSDAYMONDAY  THURSDAY
for the rest of the year!for the rest of the year!

Composed by Margaret Bonds in 1954 — 
with text by writer and former Carmel resident 
Langston Hughes — “The Ballad of The Brown 
King” pays tribute to the African king Baltha-
zar, said to be one of the Magi. It was dedicated 
to civil rights leader Martin Luther King when it 
was performed during a holiday television spe-
cial in 1960.

“It’s so joyful and uplifting,” Djokic said of 
the piece. “Margaret openly said she considered 
it as propaganda for Black people. It was met 
with great success, but then got buried simi-
lar to so many works by other Black female 
composers.”

Besides the piece by Bonds, the program 
includes the world premiere of Walker Jack-
son’s “Any Human to Another,” and Kevin 

Puts’ “Home.”
Tickets are $40 for general admis-

sion and $25 for students and active 
military. The Sand Box is located at 
440 Ortiz Ave. sandboxsandcity.com

 Choral group offers 
‘Winter Wish’

A choral group that got its start as the Monte-
rey Peninsula College Community Chorus more 
than six decades ago, Monterey Peninsula 
Voices presents its Winter Concert Saturday and 
Sunday — both at 3 p.m. — at Santa Catalina 
School in Monterey. The program is entitled “A 
Winter Wish.”

The 85-member choir, which will be led 
by Sean Boulware, “embraces the beauty of 
the season with stunning pieces by composers 
Michael John Trotta, Mark Leavitt and Andy 

Classical ensemble breathes new life into forgotten holiday masterpiece
CELEBRATING A “gem” of a composition written 

to honor one of the three wise men who visited Christ on 
the night of his birth, The Sand Box in Sand City pres-

ents a concert, “A Christmas Cantata — The Ballad of The 
Brown King,”  Saturday at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m. and Sunday 
at 1 p.m.

The musicians include singers Leberta Loral, Jean-
nine Anderson, Jody Lee and Reg Huston, keyboard-
ist Tammy Hall, violinist Brendon Elliott and cellist 
Michelle Djokic.

Beck, and a new major work, “Illuminare,” by Elaine 
Hagenberg, accompanied by a 17-piece chamber orches-
tra,” according to the group.

Tickets are $30 for general admission, $25 for seniors, 
active military and students, and $20 for children 12 and 
under. The school is located at 1500 Mark Thomas Drive. 
mpvoices.org

Singer and guitarist and Grammy nominee Father 
John Misty

See MUSIC page 45A

Singer and guitarist Father John Misty performs a benefit concert Saturday, 7 
p.m., at Sunset Center to raise funds for the Big Sur Park School.

A master at playing the ukulele, Jake Shimabukuro takes the stage Tuesday, 8 
p.m., at Golden State Theatre in Monterey.
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Order Your Specialty Cut Meats Now
Voted Best Meat Shop & Butchers in Monterey County

Standing Rib Roast • Filet Mignon Roast • Spiral Cut Ham
Diestel Turkey & Bone-In Breast • Cornish Hens
Crown Roast of Pork or Lamb • Local Seafood & more

TIME TO START PLANNING YOURTIME TO START PLANNING YOUR 

Christmas DinnerChristmas Dinner

Carrying Local Specialties
Fresh Gizdich Pies • Lula’s Chocolates 
Marianne’s Ice Cream • French Poodle Dressing 
Angelina’s Bakery • Jeffrey’s Spiced Nuts 
New Camaldoli Hermitage Fruitcake  & “Holy Granola”
Carmel Honey Company • Otto’s Bread Company
Local Artist, Susan Wallace Barnes, Calendars 2025

d & more

ing 

Happy Holidays from The Sanchez Family & Staff 

831-624-3821        Ample Free Parking        831-624-1805
6th & Junipero, Carmel • Open Daily 6:30am - 8pm • Local Home & Hotel Delivery 

Since 
1953PRIME & USDA CHOICE MEATS

GOURMET DELI

FARM FRESH PRODUCE

OPEN CHRISTMAS DAY 7AM - 2PM 

Bless The Little 
Baby Cheeses
Christmas Dinner

From Elroy’s

@ELROYSFINEFOODS
WWW.ELROYSFINEFOODS.COM

15 SOLEDAD DRIVE

(831) 373-3737
MONTEREY, CA 93940

To place your order visit

CHRISTMAS MENU
$140.00 PER TICKET (TICKET FEEDS TWO PEOPLE)

MIXED ENDIVE SALAD

(GF, VEGETARIAN, CONTAINS NUTS)

BALSAMIC ROASTED BRUSSEL SPROUTS

(GF, CONTAINS NUTS)

SCALLOPED POTATOES

(CONTAINS DAIRY, GF)

CARROTS & WINTER SQUASH
(GF)

BRAISED BEEF 

(GF, DF) 

POTATO ROLLS 
(CONTAINS GLUTEN, DAIRY)

Prime Rib Roasts, Spiral Cut Hams, 
Tenderloin Roasts and other festive meats 

available for pre-order! Please call or visit our 
Meat Department to place your order now.

F O O D  &  W I N E

Soup to Nuts

Valley. The historic 407-acre property is a 
luxury venue suitable for weddings, corpo-
rate conferences and other events.

Built in 1929 by Helen Crocker Rus-
sell (daughter of banking mogul William 

Crocker of San Francisco) and her hus-
band, Henry Potter Russell, it was called 
the Double H Ranch. The Hentschels — 
Gordon and Noel — purchased it in 1983. 
They renamed it in honor of the stone pines 
that grow on the estate, which includes a 

large Italian villa, numerous 
gathering spaces and three 
standalone residences.

Come early
Stonepine is hosting a spe-

cial Christmas dinner Dec. 21, 
catered by chef Hollie Jack-
son of H Jackson Events in 
Monterey and accompanied by 
live music. The menu includes 
passed hors d’oeuvres with wild 
mushroom toasts, sweet-potato-
and-goat-cheese croquettes, and 
crab in puff pastry. Dinner starts 
with butternut squash soup and 
Ad Astra bread, followed by a 
choice of 12-hour short ribs, 
herb-crusted halibut, or winter 
mushroom pappardelle. Dessert 

Guests may arrive as early 
as 4:30 p.m. and stroll the pas-
toral grounds. Cocktails will 
be served by Honey & Rose 
mobile bartenders beginning 

Spirits, feasting and old favorites
HAUL THAT holly. Trim that tree. 

Kindle those candles. It’s enough to make 
anyone hungry. Also, it’s not your imagi-
nation: Thanksgiving 2024 fell on the last 
possible date, cramming what’s often a 
month or more’s worth of 
preparations for Christmas 

-
ing by like those pages of a 
calendar in the movies.

There’s still enough time 
to shop, though, and you have to eat, so 
lots of places are lining up to wine, dine 
and tempt all comers with seasonal gifts 
and splurges.

Among the spots planning special holi-
day evenings is Stonepine Estate in Carmel 

See FOOD next page

Lalla Grill’s Ray Weaver (left) is congratulated by Links Club 
managing partner April Montgomery after winning the 
restaurant’s Battle of the Bartenders on Nov. 18. Weaver took 
home a $2,000 grand prize.
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2024

Dinner, Wednesday to Saturday 5-8:30pmDinner, Wednesday to Saturday 5-8:30pm

Happy Hour 5-6pmHappy Hour 5-6pm

12 Person Private Dining Room - The Cypress Room12 Person Private Dining Room - The Cypress Room

NEC 5th Ave. & San Carlos St.
www.forayrestaurant.com  |  831.250.6100

Best Chef, Michael Chang 2024 & 2023Best Chef, Michael Chang 2024 & 2023

Best Restaurant in Carmel 2024 & 2023Best Restaurant in Carmel 2024 & 2023

Best Cocktails 2024 & 2023 Best Cocktails 2024 & 2023 

Best Restaurant for Seafood 2024Best Restaurant for Seafood 2024

Best Desserts 2024 • Best Wine List 2024Best Desserts 2024 • Best Wine List 2024

(831) 649-4511  |  Portolahotel.com

Experience the magic of the Holiday 
Season at Portola Hotel & Spa

Calendar of Events

LIVE PERFORMANCES
Dec 6 | 5PM to 6PM
York High School Choir in the hotel lobby

Dec 9 | 5PM to 6PM
Marina High School String Orchestra in 
the hotel lobby

Dec 10 | 5:30PM to 6:30PM
Monterey High School Vocal Arts 
ensemble in the hotel lobby

Dec 12 | 5PM to 6PM
Monterey High School Instrumental 
Group “Tons of Jazz” in the hotel lobby

Dec 13 | 5PM to 5:30PM
San Carlos School Children’s Choir in the 
hotel lobby

Dec 20 | 5PM to 8PM
Evergreen Duo with Lisa Marie Bohn and 

Dec 21 | 5PM to 8PM
Evergreen Duo with Lisa Marie Bohn and 

Dec 24 | 5PM to 8PM
Peninsula Harmony Company Trio 
Carolers KP at Jacks Monterey

SANTA IS COMING TO TOWN
Dec 8 | 8:30AM to 11:30AM
Breakfast with Santa at Jacks Monterey

THE MEAN GREEN ONE IS BACK!
Dec 21 & 24 | 6PM to 8PM
Meet & greet at your leisure at Jacks Monterey

CHRISTMAS EVE
Dec 24 | 4PM to 10PM
Cioppino Dinner Special at Jacks Monterey 

CHRISTMAS DAY
Dec 25 | 2PM to 7PM 

Full menu available online

at 5, and dinner will start at 6:15. Cost is 
$195 per person plus tax and tip, and you 
can make reservations by emailing reser-
vations@stonepineestate.com or calling 
(831) 659-2245.

 Weaver wins battle
Radiance Weaver, the Monterey mix-

ologist everyone knows as Ray, won the 
Links Club’s Battle of the Bartenders Nov. 

Felsing of Sade’s, representing Carmel-
by-the-Sea, and Daniel Garrett from Baja 
Cantina, the winner of the “Carmel Valley 
and Beyond” round. Weaver, who works 
at Lalla Grill in Del Monte Center, was 
crowned Grand Champion and took home 
a $2,000 prize.

FOOD
From previous page

“Each bartender brought their unique 

previously competed in regional and divi-
sional contests to earn their place in this 

The last round was a collaboration with 
St. George’s spirits and local farmers mar-
kets, and contestants were “challenged to 
craft a distinctive cocktail inspired by the 
essence of Monterey.”

In the competition, which was judged 
by professionals as well as the audience, 
Weaver emerged as the favorite.

 Shopping that’s just too, 
too good

On Saturday, the Club at Pasadera off 
Highway 68 will be the scene of an eclectic 
winter artisan market, a spot to shop, eat 

See MARKET next page

Stonepine Estate in Carmel Valley will be the scene of a sophisticated Christmas feast on Dec. 21. The 
event venue’s owners hope that locals will come out to dine and get reacquainted with the 407-acre 
property, which is marketed as an excellent spot for corporate getaways, large family celebrations 
and, of course, weddings.
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Voted Best 
Restaurant on 

Cannery Row 2024

FishHopper.com
831 372-8543
700 Cannery Row
Monterey, CA

and sip on cocoa or wine against a winter wonder-
-
-

-

-

MARKET
From previous page

See SANTA next page

If you want to check Christmas dinner off your to-do list, Elroy’s Fine Foods in Mon-
terey is taking orders for a braised beef dinner with an assortment of side dishes, 
available for pickup Dec. 23 or 24.

for love at f irst sip

pouring daily from 12pm
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Mopane.org
OPEN Monday-Saturday 11-5 
200 Crossroads Blvd, Carmel, CA

MOPANE at the Crossroads

ELEPHANT HAVENS
Debra Stevens, 
Scott Jackson 

and Bee Poloko
MEET AND GREET

Friday, December 13th 
1-4pm

wines from Morgan and 
treats from Sama Delights

Learn about all the 
baby elephants they 
have rescued and the 

many other community 
outreach programs they 

have initiated.

Come meet the founders of Come meet the founders of 

DAILY 12 NOON TO 10PM

EXPERIENCE THE ORIGINAL
Watch as your personal chef slices tender 
steak and juicy chicken. Take in the aroma 

of sizzling shrimp, lobster and savory 
vegetables. Or try our fresh nigiri, sashimi 
and specialty rolls, all prepared with the 

in Japanese cuisine.

136 Olivier St., Monterey
Near Old Fisherman’s Wharf  

(831) 644-9007  WWW.BENIHANA.COM

Must present Monterey County or Military ID.
Excluding Fridays & Saturdays. Not valid on banquets. 

Voted Best 
Restaurant on 

Cannery Row 2024

FishHopper.com
831 372-8543
700 Cannery Row
Monterey, CA

it pays to be

local
During the Holidays!During the Holidays!

Our Gift to Monterey Locals and Military

25% OFF DEC. 1st - 24th  
All food, beverage & alcohol purchases

3 6 6 5  R I O  R OA D,   C A R M E L  •  S H E A RWAT E RTAV E R N .CO M

Caviar Caviar 
Holiday JamsHoliday Jams

Thursday, December 12th • 6pm to 9pm

Shearwater Tavern and 

the Carmel Mission Inn presents 

Featuring Caviar bumps and bubbles

•  Mt. Lassen Caviar and Blinis

• Chateau Ste Michelle Sparkling Wines

•  Traditional Holiday Desserts

•  Holiday Cookie Decorating for the kiddos  
Kid’s welcome and encouraged 

Shop our Holiday Market
European Jewelers • Patrick James

Stephan Cori Boutique • Tops’ n Travel

Featuring Music by 
George Woods

Reservations for breakfast are highly rec-
ommended and can be made by calling 
(831) 649-7830 or emailing jacks@porto-
lahotel.com.

 Krug by candlelight
The spaces in the dining room might 

could be the best spot to enjoy a dinner 
featuring the champagnes of Krug Dec. 18.

SANTA
From previous page be featured alongside a pitch-perfect menu 

paying homage to Krug’s single ingredi-

illuminated solely by candlelight.
Executive chef and Krug brand ambas-

are planning the evening’s celebration of 

-
munal table. The cost is $595 per person 

may be made through Tock via aubergine-

at Monte Verde and Seventh.

 Finding Sanctuary

might be one of the best-kept secrets on 

popular. If you’d like to check the place 

handcrafted goods and artisanal creations 
-

face-painting and the opportunity to make 
seaside-inspired ornaments. The event 

 It’s not too early …
If Thanksgiving tasted vaguely of regret 

you might already be stalking local restau-

If you like Krug’s 
champagnes, you’ll 
want to check out 
Aubergine’s wine 
dinner scheduled 
for Dec. 18. Wine 
cellar guests will dine 
by candlelight at a 
communal table and 
celebrate the special 
theme ingredient, 
flowers.

See WINE next page
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831-652-3069
Online orders: mikasushi.menu11.com

New ownership
Serving Japanese and Korean Dinners

Hours 5-9 Wednesday-Monday, Closed Tuesday
9 Del Fino Place, Carmel Valley Village

Tabletop Games &

Barware for Guys

French Glassware

Elegant Gloves

Cozy Scarves

Handcrafted

Lavender

Bathgoods

Handmade Fruitcakes,

Honey, Jams & Fudge

Stained Glass and

Cloisonné Trinket

Boxes~Pocket

Kaleidoscopes!

Hand-Poured &

Shaped Candles

+ Unique Holders

Capiz

Wall Art

Graffiti Bears, Puzzles,

and Baby Gifts, too!

Festive

Sweaters

Swarovski

Crystal Jewelry

Zero-Waste

Leather Bags,

Belts & Wallets

Searching for Well-Priced, Quality Gifts this Season?
…Fantastic, Handmade Treasures Await You!

Baum & Blume and The Carriage House
4 El Caminito Rd. Carmel Valley  Mon-Sat 11:30-7pm

You Can Fill Your List...All in One Stop! (831) 659-0400 

FINE ESTATE JEWELRY 
BOUGHT AND SOLD
Serving Carmel Since 1982

831-624-5991
Mission St. Between Ocean and 7th

Viau Estate Jewelry

www.viauestatejewelry.com

rants’ websites for this month’s offerings.
Bernardus Lodge at 415 W. Carmel Valley Road is 

already set to put your mind at ease about Christmas din-
ner. Reservations are available for a four-course tasting 
menu with that will start with roasted chestnut soup and 

warm sticky toffee pudding. Tables are available Dec. 24 
and 25 from 5 to 9 p.m. Tickets are $165 per person plus 
tax and a 20 percent gratuity, and reservations can be made 
at exploretock.com. While you’re there, take a peek at the 

WINE
From previous page

six-course New Year’s Eve extravaganza, too.

Dining at home
Elroy’s Fine Foods, the locally owned grocery store at 

15 Soledad Drive in Monterey, is offering a holiday braised 
beef feast to serve at home. It starts with a mixed endive 
salad with spiced walnuts, red-wine poached pear, Danish 
blue cheese and Dijon vinaigrette. Sides include roasted 

-
loped potatoes with pumpkin and white cheddar cheese, 
and carrots and winter squash. With fees, it’s $151.23 per  
two-person ticket, and you can to pick up dinner on Dec. 
23 or by 3 p.m. on Dec. 24. Purchase at eventbrite.com.

Mary Schley and Elaine Hesser contributed to this 
week’s column.

The Pine Cone has been a member of the 
Carmel Chamber of Commerce 

for more than 100 years.

The Carmel Pine Cone

Carmel-by-the-Sea • Pebble Beach •Carmel Valley & Mouth of Valley
Meena Lewellen

meena@carmelpinecone.com • (831) 274-8655

Monterey • Pacific Grove • Seaside • Sand City
Jessica Caird

jessica@carmelpinecone.com • (831) 274-8590

Obituaries  • Calendar • Church advertising 
Anne Papineau • anne@carmelpinecone.com  • (831) 274-8654

All products are Handmade 
from reclaimed wine barrels 
All products are Handmade 
from reclaimed wine barrels 

www.loyaltybeyondreasonllc.storewww.loyaltybeyondreasonllc.store

AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAllllllll ddddddd HHHHH dddddddd ddddddeAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll ppppppppppppppppppppppppprrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrooooooooooooooooooooodddddddddddddddddddddddddddduuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuucccccccccccccccccccttttttttttttttttssssssssssssssss aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrreeeeeeeeeeeeeeee HHHHHHHHHHaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnnndddddddddddddmmmmmmmmaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaddddddddddddddddddddddddddeeeeeeeeeeeeAllll products are Handmade

Loyalty Beyond Reason Loyalty Beyond Reason 
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FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM!

3 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS

Peninsula Eye Care employs the most 
current technology for a comprehensive eye 

examination, and we carry a wide selection of 
fashionable frame styles. If you are looking 

for quality eye care with a personal touch, we 
would be delighted to have you as a patient. 

family’s eyecare needs!
As dedicated eye care professionals, we 

recognize the trust our patients place in us 
and it is our mission to meet and exceed 

those expectations. We invite you to come to 
our practice and receive the quality attention 

that you deserve.

Complete Vision Care 
for All Ages

700 Cass Street, Suite 101
Monterey, California 93940

831.641.7252 tel

48 West Romie Lane
Salinas, California 93901

831.424.0834 tel

271 Reservation Road, Suite 202
Marina, California 93933

831.384.6800 tel 

Accepting New Patients
Christian Flickner, O.D. | Jennell Bockenstedt, O.D. 

James Flickner, O.D. | Shadi Salsabilian, O.D  | Emmeline Jang, O.D

Your pet’s local eye care specialist

•   Advanced diagnostic & 
     medical treatment
•   Eyelid, corneal, and 
      intra-ocular surgery
•   A safe, professional 
     environment
•   Compassionate care

We offer:

•  •
•  •
•  •
•  •

•  •
•  •

•  •
•  •

2 Harris Ct, Suite A-1
Monterey, CA 93940

(831) 655-4939
INFO@VETEYECLINICMONTEREY.COM

www.VetEyeClinicMonterey.com
FOLLOW US! #VETEYECLINICMONTEREY

The most 

professional 

area rug   

cleaner on the 

Central Coast

Rug pad, 

rug appraisal, 

rug repair
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Live music Dec. 6-12
 Big Sur
Big Sur River Inn

Rick Chelew

 Carmel
Barmel — Jazville

The Carl Cherry Center for 
the Arts — Along Came Betty

Biff Smith

Cypress Inn
 Dino Vera

Gennady Lok-
tionov Debbie Davis

The Andrea 
Carter Trio

 Richard Devinck
Lee Durley 

Joe Indence

The Crossroads
The Peninsula Carolers

MUSIC
From page 39A

De Tierra Vineyards
Alex Lucero

Hyatt Carmel Highlands
Adrea Castiano

Dino Vera

La Playa Hotel Glenn 
Bell

Casey Wickstrom 

The Links Club — Vinyl Revival 

Dan Frechette 
 Laurel Thomsen

Violinist Brendon Elliott and others play Saturday and Sun-
day at the Sand Box in Sand City.

See LIVE page 48A
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Pebble Beach 
Condo for Rent

2 beds, 2 baths
Ground Floor Condo

1,375 sq feet

RENT $3750
Security deposit $3750

831-658-4005
pacificgroverentals.com

20 Ocean Pine Lane
Pebble Beach, CA 93953

PROMOTE the Christmas events
and services planned at your place of worship. 

Reach thousands who seek a 
Monterey Peninsula spiritual home. 

Submit your own design or let us build one for you. 

Christmas 2024Christmas 2024

Published Dec. 13 and 20
in The Carmel Pine Cone

Contact ANNE PAPINEAU
anne@carmelpinecone.com

(831) 274-8654

Single run Double 
run $175/week $150/week

AD SIZE
4.79 inches wide by 3 

RESERVATION DEADLINE:
Dec. 13 issue: Friday, Dec. 6 
Dec. 20 issue: Friday, Dec. 13

w w w . c a r m e l p i n e c o n e .
A local institution since 1915 with 24,500 subscribers 

to our email edition and 18,500 copies in print

THIS SATURDAY, DEC. 7TH
HERB ROASTED CHICKEN DINNER

1/2 Chicken with Scalloped potatoes, 
vegetable medley, garlic bread 

 4pm - til sold out 
PRIME RIB CARVING STATION

Also available for $24.99

831-624-3821
6th & Junipero, Carmel

$14.99

Look 10 years younger in just a couple of hours using 

The Xmas Gift that Keeps on Giving

NEWIMAGEBYHILARY.COM

If you don’t look good, I don’t look good

New Image by Hilary

BROWS, EYES & LIPS  

Before

Dec. 6-22 — Don’t miss the free, fun 8th Annual Christmas 
on the Wharf for 3 weekends. Enjoy dazzling decorations and 
a 19-foot Christmas tree on display through the end of the year, 
free Santa visits at his Santa House, talented choirs, singers and 
other live musicians, dancers, a Salvation Army Toy Barrel plus a 
hot cocoa and cookies fundraiser for Salvation Army, and much 
more! Additional information and the entertainment schedule 
are on montereywharf.com

Dec. 7 — Join Venture Gallery’s Annual December Group 
Show and Holiday Open House from 3 to 5 p.m. Enjoy 
refreshments, art and fun while entering to win a $200 gift 

Monterey. Don’t miss it!
Dec. 7 — Holiday Kickoff with Live Music at Taste Morgan. 

Take a break from the holiday rush and relax with live music, 
delicious wines by the glass or bottle, and 50% off wine tastings 
and cheese plates! Located in the Crossroads Shopping Center. 
Time: 2 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Dec. 7-14 — Come help celebrate the season and Peninsula 
Potters complete remodel with our annual 20% off 
December sale! Our 
doors will be open for the 

and we know you’ll be 
impressed with our new 
look and of course, our 
ceramics! We can’t wait 
to see you: 2078 Sunset 

from noon to 4 p.m. 
Dec. 13 — Parents Night Out — Carmel Youth 

Center, Fourth and Torres, Carmel-by-the-Sea. Festive holiday 
activities and dinner for ages 5-14. Cost is $25 if you preregister 

For more information email Info@carmelyouth.org
Dec. 14 — Los Laureles Lodge 24th Annual Christmas Gift 

Show. Talented crafters will showcase creativity and their 
handcrafted items of all types, including candles, knits, soaps, 
jewelry, baked goods and much more. Sale hours are 11 a.m 

Dec. 14 — HOW ORIGINAL Music Showcase! An exciting full 

Monterey Bay area songwriters and bands. This year’s event 
also features special guest Eva Gardner
performing her original music. This event supports local 
performers and will also raise funds for The Carmel American 

Dec. 14 — Meet Jack Wray at the 3:30 to 7 p.m. artist reception 
for “Unseen Hearts” — A portrait series of wild animals 
built with hearts, emotion, spirit. See the paintings, hear 
the stories behind them, and learn about native mythology. For 

Dec. 14 — Carmel Valley Lodge presents “Merry Melodies,” 
a variety show

Bruce Forman accompanied 
by Gary Meek on sax with the soulful vocals of Laurie Hofer 
Romero, Pamela and Rebecca Sayre

Dec. 15 — Carols in the Forest concert begins 3 p.m. at 
Church in the Forest, Stevenson Campus, 3152 Forest Lake 

Jubal Joslyn, tenor,  Sophia Gonzalez, 
mezzo, Amalia Diaz, violin, Janneke Hoogland, cello, 
Cathryn Wilkinson, piano. Tickets $20 on Eventbrite or on site. 

org.
Dec. 15 — A Christmas Pudding: Stories, poetry and music 

to usher in the Christmas season. A respite from the hustle 

Dec. 17 — The World Affairs Council of the Monterey Bay 
Area (WACMB) presents a lecture / luncheon at the Hilton 

“U.S. Foreign Policy in 
Transition : Persistent Problems and Pop-Up Challenges,” 
presented by Dr. Thomas Fingar, former deputy director of 

Fellow at Stanford’s Freeman Spogli Institute for International 

Through Dec. 24 — Shop for holiday gifts at Baum & Blume’s 
Boutique! Handcrafted gifts, holiday decor, bath goods, 
leather bags & wallets, crystal jewelry and oh-so-soft sweaters! 

7 p.m. Mon.-Sat. Baum & Blume and The Carriage House, 4 El 

CALENDAR

To advertise, email anne@carmelpinecone.com $0.50 per word ($25 min. charge)
• Add a photo for your event for only $25 •

pants to several festively decorated hotels and inns, where 
participating wineries and restaurants will offer sips and 
small bites.

In the lineup this year is the recently renovated Carmel 
Beach Hotel, the Cypress Inn, the Horizon Inn, the newly 
opened Stillwell Hotel and the Tally Ho. Featured winer-
ies set to pour include Dawn’s Dream, Galante, Scheid, 
Silvestri and Windy Oaks, while participating restaurants 
include Flaherty’s, Il Fornaio, Terry’s Lounge, Village 
Corner and Woody’s.

Tickets run $34 for members, $45 for nonmembers, 
and $50 for everyone else the day of the tour. To order 
online, visit carmelheritage.org or call (831) 624-4447. 
The heritage society is located in the First Murphy House 
at Lincoln and Sixth.

Heritage society offers tour of inns Dec. 8
PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

THE CARMEL Heritage Society, which seeks to pre-
serve the history and stories of the 108-year-old city, is 
presenting its annual Inns of Distinction tour Sunday, Dec. 
8, from 2 to 5 p.m. The self-guided tour will take partici-

Two of Carmel’s recently renovated inns, Carmel Beach Hotel 
(top) and Stilwell Hotel (above) are being showcased on the Inns 
of Distinction Tour 

PHOTOS/PINE CONE FILE
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genetic counselor, specializing in cancer-risk assessments.
Younger brother Josh is a recent graduate of UC Berke-

ley, where he majored in global studies. His passions 
include international affairs, human rights promotion, 
cooking, and sports.

David, now semi-retired, volunteers as a docent at Point 
Lobos and as usher at Sunset Center. The beauty of the 
coastal landscape and the charm of a friendly and artistic 
community inspire Celine 
Picus’ colorful paintings, 
abstract and non-abstract, 
using various techniques. 
She frequently approaches 
a blank canvas with a theme 
already in mind.

“Most of the time, I’ll 
have a title for the painting 
before I start. The art often 
takes on a life of its own, but 
I try to stay true to my origi-
nal concept,” she said.

“I use a lot of color and try to convey an uplifting mes-
sage, but I want my audience to interpret the painting in 
their own way,” she said. 

“People have told me that my paintings are very calm-
ing, despite all the colors,” said Picus, whose home studio 
in the Carmel Hills is awash with natural sunlight.

The artist resists the temptation to limit herself to any 

ARTIST
From page 27A

one style or technique, prioritizing artistic growth over tra-
ditional philosophies about marketability.

“The marketing part seems to suck the energy from my 
creativity. I often forget to use social media,” she said.

“I see other artists in our community as people I can 
mingle with and learn from, and they’ve been very sup-
portive,” she said. “I feel blessed and at ease to be a part of 
this art community.”

Grove. Other exhibitions include the 2024-25 art show at 
the Monterey County Health Department (1270 Natividad 
Road, Salinas) and a three-month exhibition at the Walter 
Lee Avery Gallery in Seaside’s City Hall (440 Harcourt 
Ave.). Images of her work can also be found on Facebook 
at “Celine’s Art,” and on Instagram at celine.painter.

Dennis Taylor is a professional freelance writer in 
Monterey County. Contact him at scribelaureate@gmail.
com.

Using color to 
‘convey an 
uplifting 
message’

For perspective on the news, 
historic tidbits and behind-the-scenes 
tips from The Pine Cone newsroom, 

follow us on x.com
@carmelpinecone
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Jewel Boutique
The Barnyard Carmel (831) 625-1016

JEWEL BOUTIQUE
STOREWIDE 

SALESALE 
10-30% OFF 
December 7th - 23th

Restrictions may apply

Mission Ranch — singer and pianist 
Maddaline Edstrom (jazz, Friday through 
Sunday at 5 p.m.), pianist Gennady Lok-
tionov (jazz, Monday through Thursday at 
5 p.m.). 26270 Dolores St.

 Carmel Valley
Bernardus Lodge & Spa — pianist 

Mathias Morris (classical, Friday at 6 
p.m.), singer and guitarist Sean Ryan
(Saturday at noon), singer and pianist TJ 
Kuenster (jazz, Saturday at 6 p.m.), guitar-
ist John Sherry (rock and blues, Sunday at 
11 a.m.). 415 W. Carmel Valley Road.

Folktale Winery — Two Rivers with 
singer Richard Bryant and guitarist 
Kyle Kovalik (pop and rock, Friday at 
4 p.m.), singer and multi-instrumentalist 
Rory Lynch (Saturday at 2 p.m.), singer 
Miranda Perl and guitarist Adam Astrup
(Sunday at 11 a.m.). 8940 Carmel Valley 
Road.

Massa Tasting Room — singer and 
guitarist Rick Chelew (Sunday at noon). 
69 W. Carmel Valley Road.

LIVE
From page 45A

Monterey
Albatross Ridge Winery and Kitchen

— singer and guitarist Ryan Sesma (Fri-
day at 6 p.m.), singer and guitarist Peter 
Martin Barnes (jazz, Saturday at 6 p.m.). 
316 Alvarado St. 

Bon Ton LeRoy’s Lighthouse Smoke-
house — Open Mic Night (Thursday at 7 
p.m.). 794 Lighthouse Ave. 

Bulldog Sports Pub — Tribe in the 
Sky presents a weekly Community Jam 
(Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.). 611 Lighthouse 
Ave.

Cibo — The Dave Holodiloff Duo
(jazz, Sunday at 6 p.m.), singer Lee Durley 
and pianist Bill Spencer (jazz, Tuesday at 
7 p.m.), singer Miranda Perl and guitarist
Adam Astrup (jazz and swing, Wednes-
day at 7 p.m.). 301 Alvarado St.

Estéban Restaurant — guitarist Cath-
erine Broz (Spanish music, Friday and 
Thursday at 5 p.m.). 700 Munras Ave.

Golden State Theatre — ukulele mas-
ter Jake Shimabukuro (Tuesday at 8 
p.m.). Tickets start at $30. 417 Alvarado 
St.

InterContinental Hotel — guitarist 
John Sherry (rock and blues, Friday and 

See CONCERT next page

Singer and  guitarist 
Dan Frechette and 
singer and violinist 
Laurel Thomsen play 
Saturday, 7:30 p.m.,  
at the Links Club in 
Carmel Plaza.

PHOTO/TOP DOG IMAGES
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D AN I E L H ENR I K S
MU S I C D I R E C T O R

I C AN TOR I . O RG

BA CH HAND E L C HARP EN T I E R
A B A R O Q U E C H O R A L C E L E B R A T I O N F O R T H E H O L I D A Y S E A S O N

I C A N T O R I D I C A R M E L P R E S E N T S :

DECEMBER 14 & 15
8PM | CARMEL MISSION
CARMEL

DECEMBER 20
7:30PM | HOLY CROSS CHURCH
SANTA CRUZ

DECEMBER 21-FREE ENTRY
2:30PM | STANTON THEATER
KING CITY
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D AN I E L H ENR I K S
MU S I C D I R E C T O R

A B A R O Q U E C H O R A L C E L E B R A T I O N F O R T H E H O L I D A Y S E A S O N

I C A N T O R I D I C A R M E L P R E S E N T S :

Saturday at 7 p.m.), singer and guitarist 
Zack Freitas (Saturday at 9 a.m.), guitarist 
Terrence Farrell (Latin music, Sunday at 
9 a.m.). 750 Cannery Row.

Midici Pizza — The Brian Stock 
Quartet (jazz, Sunday at 5 p.m.), The 
Bobby Phillips Duo (jazz, Thursday at 6 
p.m.). 467 Alvarado St.

Monterey Plaza Hotel & Spa — 
multi-instrumentalist Joe Indence (jazz, 
Friday at 6 p.m.), singer and pianist Scott 
Brown (jazz and pop, Saturday at 6 p.m.), 
singer and pianist Peter Corr (jazz, Sun-
day at 6 p.m.), singer and multi-instrumen-
talist Meredith McHenry (Monday and 
Wednesday at 6 p.m.). 400 Cannery Row.

Pearl Hour — The Zach Westfall 
Group (jazz, Sunday at 8 p.m.), The Ben 
Herod Trio (jazz, Wednesday at 8 p.m.). 
214 Lighthouse Ave.

Salty Seal Pub — Sweet Tooth (clas-
sic rock, Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m.), 
The Chuck Brewer Band (rock and blues, 
Sunday at 4 p.m.), singer and guitarist Dan 
Frechette (Thursday at 7 p.m.). 653 Can-
nery Row.

The Sardine Factory — singer and 
guitarist David Conley (Friday and Sat-
urday, Tuesday through Thursday at 7:30 
p.m.). 701 Wave St.

Sly McFly’s — Everyday People 
(“classic Latin rock with an old-school 
twist,” Friday at 9 p.m.), Lost & Found 
(rock and r&b, Saturday at 9 p.m.). 700 
Cannery Row.

Asilomar Hotel and Conference 
Grounds — multi-instrumentalist Gary 
Meek (jazz, Friday at 4 p.m.), multi-instru-
mentalist Gary Regina (jazz, Thursday at 
4 p.m.). In the Phoebe Hearst Social Hall, 
800 Asilomar Ave.

Il Vecchio Restaurant — The Cena 
Jazz Trio (Thursday at 6 p.m.). 110 Cen-

CONCERT
From previous page

tral Ave.
Julia’s Vegetarian Restaurant — 

singer and guitarist Rags Rosenberg (Fri-
day at 7 p.m.), singer and guitarist Kevin 
Smith (Saturday at 6 p.m.), Andrea’s 
Fault Duo (“folky stuff mixed with sur-
prises,” Monday at 6 p.m.), singer and 
guitarist Holysea (Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.), 
singer and guitarist Rick Chelew (Thurs-
day at 6 p.m.). 1180 Forest Ave.

Monarch Pub The
Katherine Lavin Band (pop and rock, 
Friday at 6 p.m.). 617 Lighthouse Ave.

— The Car-
mel Guitar Society presents a Holiday 
Mixer and Open Mic (Saturday at 6 p.m.). 
568 Lighthouse Ave. 

PG’s Meetinghouse — singer and 
guitarist Kito Rayburn (Friday at 6:30 
p.m.), The Christmas Perls with singers 
Janice and Miranda Perl, guitarist Adam 
Astrup, multi-instrumentalist Gary Meek, 
bassist Zach Westfall and drummer David 
Morwood (jazz, Saturday at 6:30 p.m.), 

String Quintet (classical, Sunday at 11 
a.m.), Open Mic (Tuesday at 6 p.m., sign 
up by 5 p.m.). 599 Lighthouse Ave.

Phill’s Barber Shop
— PG-13 (rock, Friday at 7 p.m.). 610 
Lighthouse Ave.

Pebble Beach
The Lodge at Pebble Beach — singer 

and guitarist Kip Allert (Friday at 6 p.m.), 
singer and guitarist Adrea Castiano (Sat-
urday at 6 p.m.), singer and multi-instru-
mentalist Meredith McHenry (Thursday 
at 6 p.m.). In the Terrace Lounge at 1700 
17 Mile Drive.

 Seaside
Gusto Pasta and Pizza — singer 

Akina Miyata and keyboardist Bobby 
Phillips (jazz, Tuesday at 5:30 p.m.). 1901 
Fremont Blvd.

To update these listings, email chris@
carmelpinecone.com.

– PACIFIC GROVE TRAVEL –
593 Lighthouse Avenue, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

(831) 373-0631 | pgtravel.com CST# 1003488-10

COPENHAGEN TO SOUTHAMPTON  
14 Days, 6 Countries, 11 Ports

August 27-September 10, 2025
Copenhagen, Denmark • Gothenburg, Sweden • Lerwick, Scotland

Kirkwall, Scotland • Stornoway (Isle of Lewis), Scotland • Ullapool, Scotland 

Belfast, Northern Ireland • Greenock (Glasgow), Scotland • Dublin, Ireland 

Cork (Ringaskiddy), Ireland • Falmouth, England • Portland, England

Southampton, England 

GROUP SPECIAL! $300 SHIPBOARD CREDIT PER SUITE! 
Must book by Dec. 31 to avoid price increase — Call today!

Prices are per person, based on double occupancy and include port taxes and 

government fees. Single and Triple rates for all categories are available. Rates are 

subject to change without notice, and we will always search for the lowest fare possible.

CATEGORY
Silver Suite 

Deluxe Veranda Suite

Vista Suite

GROUP PRICE 
$19,100.00 

$12,200.00

$9,100.00

Coach air from SFO included! Upgrade to business for only $2998!
Silver Spirit only accommodates up to 608 guests, features beautiful 
suites and spacious public areas. Enjoy personal butler service, includ-
ed wines and spirits, unlimited WiFi, and gratuities all included, plus 
open seating for all meals in each of eight dining rooms.
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P U B L I C  N O T I C E S
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS

NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20241984

The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as:
Bermudez Family Cremations & Fu-
nerals, 475 Washington Street, Suite 
A, Monterey, CA 93940
County of MONTEREY
Registrant(s):
FPG California, Inc, 369 N. New York 
Ave, Suite 300, Winter Park, FL 32789
This business is conducted by a Corpo-
ration
Registrant commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on 10/4/2024.
FPG California, Inc
S/ DAVID WALTZER, ,
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Monterey County on 
10/28/2024.
11/15, 11/22, 11/29, 12/6/24
CNS-3862133#
CARMEL PINE CONE
Publication Dates:  Nov. 15, 22, 29, 
Dec. 6, 2024. (PC 1125)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20242009

The following person(s) is(are) doing 
business as:
FERGUSON WATERWORKS, 66 
TARP CIR, SALINAS, CA 93901-
3717,, County of MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
FERGUSON ENTERPRISES, LLC, 751 
LAKEFRONT COMMONS, NEWPORT 
NEWS, VA 23606
State of Incorporation: VIRGINIA
This business is conducted by A LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY
Registrant commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious business name 
listed above on 10/03/2019
S/ IAN T.GRAHAM, MANAGER
This statement was filed with the County
Clerk of Monterey County on 
10/31/2024
11/15, 11/22, 11/29, 12/6/24
CNS-3869514#
CARMEL PINE CONE
Publication Dates:  Nov. 15, 22, 29, 
Dec. 6, 2024. (PC 1126)

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF MONTEREY

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Case No. 24CV004692
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Peti-

tioner, HENRY GANDALL IV, filed a peti-
tion with this court  for a decree changing 
names as follows: 
A.Present name: 
HENRY  GANDALL  IV
Proposed name: 
HENRY  GANDALL  HALEMANO
B.Present name: 
JENNIFER TRANG TU 
aka JENNIFER TRANG TU-GANDALL
Proposed name: 
JENNIFER TRANG TU-HALEMANO

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the petition for 
change of name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the name chang-
es described above must file a written 
objection that includes the reasons for the 
objection at least two court days before 
the matter is scheduled to be heard and 
must appear at the hearing to show cause 
why the petition should not be granted. If 
no written objection is timely filed, the court 
may grant the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING: 
DATE: Jan. 7, 2025
TIME: 10:00 a.m.
DEPT: 15
The address of the court is 1200 

Aguajito Road, Monterey, CA 93940.
A copy of this Order to Show Cause 

shall be published at least once each week 
for four successive weeks prior to the date 
set for hearing on the petition in the fol-
lowing newspaper of general circulation, 
printed in this county: The Carmel Pine 
Cone.

(s) Thomas W. Wills
Judge of the Superior Court
Date filed: Nov. 7,  2024

Publication Dates: Nov. 15, 22, 29, Dec. 6, 
2024. (PC 1127)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20242065

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
1. FARM FRESH PRODUCE
2. BARN FRESH PRODUCE
8856 Highway 1, Moss Landing, CA 
95039.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s): 
KIRSTEN J. MORENO
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious business name or 
names listed above on Jan. 1, 2020.
BY SIGNING, I DECLARE THAT ALL IN-
FORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT IS 
TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who 
declares as true any material matter pur-
suant to Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions Code the registrant knows to 
be false is guilty of a misdemeanor punish-
able by a fine not to exceed one thousand 
dollars ($1,000). 
S/Kirsten Moreno
Date signed: Nov. 8, 2024
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 8, 
2024.
NOTICE-In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was 
filed in the office of the County Clerk, 
except, as provided in Subdivision (b) of 
Section 17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new Fictitious Busi-
ness Name Statement must be filed before 
the expiration. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use in this 
state of a Fictitious Business Name in vi-
olation of the rights of another under Fed-
eral, State, or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and Professions 
Code).
Publication Dates: Nov. 15, 22, 29, Dec. 6, 
2024 (PC 1128)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20242102
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: SUPER SCOOPERS LLC, 471 
Lighthouse Avenue, Pacific Grove, CA 
93950.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY.
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in 
the Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.: 
SUPER SCOOPERS LLC, 471 Lighthouse 
Avenue, Pacific Grove, CA 93950.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CA
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company.
Registrant commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious business name or 
names listed above on N/A.

BY SIGNING, I DECLARE THAT ALL IN-
FORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT IS 
TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who 
declares as true any material matter pur-
suant to Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions Code that the registrant knows 
to be false is guilty of a misdemeanor pun-
ishable by a fine not to exceed one thou-
sand dollars ($1,000). I am also aware 
that all information on this statement be-
comes public record upon filing pursuant 
to the California Public Records Act (Gov-
ernment Code Sections 6250-6277).
S/Norman Kealohanui Tuitavuki, CEO
Date: Nov. 5, 2024  
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 14, 
2024.
NOTICE-In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was 
filed in the office of the County Clerk, 
except, as provided in Subdivision (b) of 
Section 17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new Fictitious Busi-
ness Name Statement must be filed before 
the expiration. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use in this 
state of a Fictitious Business Name in vi-
olation of the rights of another under Fed-
eral, State, or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and Professions 
Code).
Publication Dates: Nov. 22, 29, Dec. 6, 13, 
2024. (PC 1131)

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA
COUNTY OF MONTEREY

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME

Case No. 24CV004755
TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS: Peti-

tioner, CHERYL LYNN EISNER, filed a pe-
tition with this court  for a decree changing 
names as follows: 
A.Present name: 
CHERYL LYNN EISNER
Proposed name: 
CHERYL LYNN EISNER-BEEBE

THE COURT ORDERS that all persons 
interested in this matter appear before this 
court at the hearing indicated below to 
show cause, if any, why the petition for 
change of name should not be granted. 
Any person objecting to the name chang-
es described above must file a written 
objection that includes the reasons for the 
objection at least two court days before 
the matter is scheduled to be heard and 
must appear at the hearing to show cause 
why the petition should not be granted. If 
no written objection is timely filed, the court 
may grant the petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING: 
DATE: Jan. 7, 2025
TIME: 10:00 a.m.
DEPT: 14
The address of the court is 1200 

Aguajito Road, Monterey, CA 93940.
A copy of this Order to Show Cause 

shall be published at least once each week 
for four successive weeks prior to the date 
set for hearing on the petition in the fol-
lowing newspaper of general circulation, 
printed in this county: The Carmel Pine 
Cone.

(s) Thomas W. Wills
Judge of the Superior Court
Date filed: Nov. 12,  2024

Publication Dates: Nov. 22, 29, Dec. 6, 13, 
2024. (PC 1132)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20242054

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: SAN MIGUEL WATER SYSTEMS 
26, 2057 San Miguel Canyon Road, 
Salinas, CA 93907.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s): 
GABRIEL DE LA LLATA
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious business name or 
names listed above on Nov. 7, 2024.
BY SIGNING, I DECLARE THAT ALL IN-
FORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT IS 
TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who 
declares as true any material matter pur-
suant to Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions Code the registrant knows to 
be false is guilty of a misdemeanor punish-
able by a fine not to exceed one thousand 
dollars ($1,000). 
S/Gabriel De La Llata
Date signed: Nov. 7, 2024
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 8, 
2024.
NOTICE-In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was 
filed in the office of the County Clerk, 
except, as provided in Subdivision (b) of 
Section 17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new Fictitious Busi-
ness Name Statement must be filed before 
the expiration. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use in this 
state of a Fictitious Business Name in vi-
olation of the rights of another under Fed-
eral, State, or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and Professions 
Code).
Publication Dates: Nov. 22, 29, Dec. 6, 13, 
2024 (PC 1133)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20242066

The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as:
Monterey Osteopathic and Sports 
Medicine, 222 Forest Ave, Pacific 
Grove, CA 93950
County of MONTEREY
Registrant(s):
Dr. Aubrey Taow, Osteopathic and 
Sports Medicine, Inc, 222 Forest Ave, 
Pacific Grove, CA 93950
This business is conducted by a Corpo-
ration
Registrant commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious business name 
or names listed above on N/A.
Dr. Aubrey Taow, Osteopathic and 
Sports Medicine, Inc
S/ Aubrey Taow, Chief Executive Of-
ficer 
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Monterey County on 
11/08/2024.
11/29, 12/6, 12/13, 12/20/24
CNS-3867541#
CARMEL PINE CONE
Publication Dates:  Nov. 22, 29, Dec. 6, 
13, 2024. (PC 1137)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20242115
The following person(s) is(are) doing 
business as:
FRESH LEAF FARMS, 925 JOHN-
SON AVENUE SALINAS, CA 93901, 
County of MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s):
FIRST LEAF FARMS, LLC, P.O. BOX 673 
SALINAS, CA 93902; CALIFORNIA
This business is conducted by A LIMITED 

LIABILITY COMPANY
Registrant commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious business name 
listed above on 11/18/24
S/ MICHAEL W. SCARF, MANAGER
This statement was filed with the 
County Clerk of Monterey County on 
11/18/2024
11/29, 12/6, 12/13, 12/20/24
CNS-3872816#
CARMEL PINE CONE
Publication Dates:  Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, 
20, 2024. (PC 1138)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20242073

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: SPACE MAID CLEANING 
SERVICES, 1754 Vallejo St., Seaside, 
CA 93955.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s): 
ERIN COLEEN HERNANDEZ
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious business name or 
names listed above on N/A.
BY SIGNING, I DECLARE THAT ALL IN-
FORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT IS 
TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who 
declares as true any material matter pur-
suant to Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions Code the registrant knows to 
be false is guilty of a misdemeanor punish-
able by a fine not to exceed one thousand 
dollars ($1,000). 
S/Erin Hernandez
Date signed: Nov. 12, 2024
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 12, 
2024.
NOTICE-In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was 
filed in the office of the County Clerk, 
except, as provided in Subdivision (b) of 
Section 17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new Fictitious Busi-
ness Name Statement must be filed before 
the expiration. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use in this 
state of a Fictitious Business Name in vi-
olation of the rights of another under Fed-
eral, State, or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and Professions 
Code).
Publication Dates: Nov. 22, 29, Dec. 6, 13, 
2024 (PC 1139)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20242101
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as:
1. REBECCA SHANSBY ENTERPRISES
2. RHINO ADVENTURES FUELED BY 

JESUS
33801 E. Carmel Valley Rd., Carmel 
Valley, CA 93924.
Registered Owner(s): 
REBECCA ANN SHANSBY, 33801 E. 
Carmel Valley Rd., Carmel Valley, CA 
93924.
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious business name or 
names listed above on N/A.
BY SIGNING, I DECLARE THAT ALL IN-
FORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT IS 
TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who 
declares as true any material matter pur-
suant to Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions Code the registrant knows to 
be false is guilty of a misdemeanor punish-
able by a fine not to exceed one thousand 
dollars ($1,000). 
S/Rebecca Shansby
Date signed: Nov. 14, 2024
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 14, 
2024.
NOTICE-In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was 
filed in the office of the County Clerk, 
except, as provided in Subdivision (b) of 
Section 17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new Fictitious Busi-
ness Name Statement must be filed before 
the expiration. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use in this 
state of a Fictitious Business Name in vi-
olation of the rights of another under Fed-
eral, State, or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and Professions 
Code).
Publication Dates: Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, 20, 
2024 (PC 1142)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20242024

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing 
business as: SEAGROVE APARTMENTS, 
1105 Broadway Ave., Seaside, CA 
93955.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY.
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in 
the Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.: 
ASCENT APARTMENTS QOZB, LLC, 
3021 Citrus Circle, Suite 130, Walnut 
Creek, CA 94598.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: DELAWARE
This business is conducted by a limited lia-
bility company.
Registrant commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious business name or 
names listed above on N/A.
BY SIGNING, I DECLARE THAT ALL IN-
FORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT IS 
TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who 
declares as true any material matter pur-
suant to Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions Code that the registrant knows 
to be false is guilty of a misdemeanor pun-
ishable by a fine not to exceed one thou-
sand dollars ($1,000). I am also aware 
that all information on this statement be-
comes public record upon filing pursuant 
to the California Public Records Act (Gov-
ernment Code Sections 6250-6277).
S/Charles C. Bond III, Chief Financial 
Officer
Date: Oct. 24, 2024  
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 4, 
2024.
NOTICE-In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was 
filed in the office of the County Clerk, 
except, as provided in Subdivision (b) of 
Section 17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new Fictitious Busi-
ness Name Statement must be filed before 
the expiration. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use in this 
state of a Fictitious Business Name in vi-
olation of the rights of another under Fed-
eral, State, or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and Professions 
Code).
Publication Dates: Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, 20, 
2024. (PC 1143)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20242031

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: A1 FINISH PAINTING, 1627 
Highland St., Seaside, CA 93955.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s): 
ANTHONY JASON AGUAYO MAN-
ZANAREZ
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious business name or 
names listed above on N/A.
BY SIGNING, I DECLARE THAT ALL IN-
FORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT IS 
TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who 
declares as true any material matter pur-
suant to Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions Code the registrant knows to 
be false is guilty of a misdemeanor punish-
able by a fine not to exceed one thousand 
dollars ($1,000). 
S/Jason Aguayo Manzanarez
Date signed: Nov. 5, 2024
This statement was filed with the Coun-
ty Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 5, 
2024.
NOTICE-In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was 
filed in the office of the County Clerk, 
except, as provided in Subdivision (b) of 
Section 17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new Fictitious Busi-
ness Name Statement must be filed before 
the expiration. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use in this 
state of a Fictitious Business Name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under Federal, 
State, or common law (See Section 14411 
et seq., Business and Professions Code).
Publication Dates: Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, 20, 
2024 (PC 1144)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20242087

Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: CYPRESS ENERGY SYSTEMS, 
613 Ortiz Ave., Ste. C, Sand City, CA 
93955.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY.
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in 
the Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.: 
REMYNSE INDUSTRIES, INC., P.O. Box 
3181, Monterey, CA 93942.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CALIFORNIA
This business is conducted by a corpora-
tion.
Registrant commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious business name or 
names listed above on N/A.
BY SIGNING, I DECLARE THAT ALL IN-
FORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT IS 
TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who 
declares as true any material matter pur-
suant to Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions Code that the registrant knows 
to be false is guilty of a misdemeanor pun-
ishable by a fine not to exceed one thou-
sand dollars ($1,000). I am also aware 
that all information on this statement be-
comes public record upon filing pursuant 
to the California Public Records Act (Gov-
ernment Code Sections 6250-6277).
S/Jason Remynse, President
Date: Nov. 3, 2024  
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 13, 
2024.

NOTICE-In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was 
filed in the office of the County Clerk, 
except, as provided in Subdivision (b) of 
Section 17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new Fictitious Busi-
ness Name Statement must be filed before 
the expiration. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use in this 
state of a Fictitious Business Name in vi-
olation of the rights of another under Fed-
eral, State, or common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business and Professions 
Code).
Publication Dates: Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, 20, 
2024. (PC 1145)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT

File No. 20242111
Filing type: ORIGINAL FILING.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: VICKY’S CLEANING SERVICE, 
1315 Las Cruces Ct., Salinas, CA 93901.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY
Registered Owner(s): 
VICTORIA VAZQUEZ VILLAR
This business is conducted by an individual.
Registrant commenced to transact busi-
ness under the fictitious business name or 
names listed above on Nov. 18, 2024.
BY SIGNING, I DECLARE THAT ALL IN-
FORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT IS 
TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who 
declares as true any material matter pur-
suant to Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions Code the registrant knows to 
be false is guilty of a misdemeanor punish-
able by a fine not to exceed one thousand 
dollars ($1,000). 
S/Victoria Vazquez Villar
Date signed: Nov. 18, 2024
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 18, 
2024.
NOTICE-In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was 
filed in the office of the County Clerk, 
except, as provided in Subdivision (b) of 
Section 17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set forth in 
the statement pursuant to Section 17913 
other than a change in the residence ad-
dress of a registered owner. A new Ficti-
tious Business Name Statement must be 
filed before the expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not of itself authorize 
the use in this state of a Fictitious Business 
Name in violation of the rights of another 

under Federal, State, or common law (See 
Section 14411 et seq., Business and Profes-
sions Code).
Publication Dates: Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, 20, 
2024 (PC 1146)

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT
File No. 20242091

Filing type: NEW FILING - with 
CHANGE(S) from the previous filing.
The following person(s) is (are) doing busi-
ness as: BALLOONS AND WEIGHTS, 
200 Clocktower Pl. #201A, Carmel, CA 
93923.
County of Principal Place of Business: 
MONTEREY.
Name of Corporation or LLC as shown in 
the Articles of Inc./Org./Reg.: 
CREATIVE BALLOONS MANUFACTUR
ING INC., 200 Clocktower Pl. #201A, 
Carmel 93923.
State of Inc./Org./Reg.: CALIFORNIA
This business is conducted by a corpora-
tion.
Registrant commenced to transact business 
under the fictitious business name or names 
listed above on March 12, 2015.
BY SIGNING, I DECLARE THAT ALL IN-
FORMATION IN THIS STATEMENT IS 
TRUE AND CORRECT. A registrant who 
declares as true any material matter pur-
suant to Section 17913 of the Business and 
Professions Code that the registrant knows 
to be false is guilty of a misdemeanor pun-
ishable by a fine not to exceed one thou-
sand dollars ($1,000). I am also aware 
that all information on this statement be-
comes public record upon filing pursuant 
to the California Public Records Act (Gov-
ernment Code Sections 6250-6277).
S/Reagan Pollack, Treasurer
Date: Oct. 25, 2024  
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk of Monterey County on Nov. 13, 
2024.
NOTICE-In accordance with Subdivision 
(a) of Section 17920, a Fictitious Name 
Statement generally expires at the end of 
five years from the date on which it was 
filed in the office of the County Clerk, 
except, as provided in Subdivision (b) of 
Section 17920, where it expires 40 days 
after any change in the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to Section 17913 other 
than a change in the residence address of 
a registered owner. A new Fictitious Busi-
ness Name Statement must be filed before 
the expiration. The filing of this statement 
does not of itself authorize the use in this 
state of a Fictitious Business Name in viola-
tion of the rights of another under Federal, 
State, or common law (See Section 14411 
et seq., Business and Professions Code).
Publication Dates: Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13, 20, 
2024. (PC 1147)

CHRISTMAS WEEK DEADLINE  
FOR LEGALS

(for publication in the Dec. 27 issue)

Legal notices must be submitted no later than 
3 P.M. Thursday, December 19

Call or email Irma at  (831) 274-8645
legals@carmelpinecone.com

Publication dates: Dec. 6, 13, 20, 2024 (PC1203)

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE UNDER DEED OF TRUST T.S. No.: 24-0153 Loan No.: HOWLAND Other: 2519880CAD 
APN: 001-995-007-000 YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED 01/05/2024. UNLESS YOU TAKE 
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE 
NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. NOTICE is hereby given that Law 
Offices of Richard G. Witkin APC, as trustee, or successor trustee, or substituted trustee, or as agent for the trustee, pursuant to 
the Deed of Trust executed by GOLNESA HOWLAND A MARRIED WOMAN AS HER SOLE AND SEPARATE PROPERTY, re-
corded 01/09/2024 as Instrument No. 2024000760 in Book N.A., Page N.A. of Official Records in the office of the County 
Recorder of MONTEREY County, State of California, and pursuant to the Notice of Default and Election to Sell thereunder re-
corded 09/24/2024 in Instrument No. 2024034113 of said Official Records, WILL SELL on 12/31/2024 at 10:00 AM At the 
main entrance to the County Administration Building at 168 W. Alisal Street, Salinas, CA 93901 AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO THE 
HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH (payable at the time of sale in lawful money of the United States), all right, title and interest 
conveyed to and now held by it under said Deed of Trust in the property situated in said County and State hereinafter described: 
As more fully described on said Deed of Trust. The property address and other common designation, if any, of the real proper-
ty described above is purported to be: 400 DRAKE AVENUE #7, MONTEREY, CA 93940 The undersigned Trustee disclaims 
any liability for any incorrectness of the property address and other common designation, if any, shown herein. The total amount 
of the unpaid balance of the obligation secured by the property to be sold and reasonable estimated costs, expenses and 
advances at the time of the initial publication of the Notice of Sale is: $112,534.19* *The actual opening bid may be more or 
less than this estimate. In addition to cash, the Trustee will accept a cashier’s check drawn on a state or national bank, a check 
drawn by a state or federal credit union or a check drawn by a state or federal savings and loan association, savings associa-
tion or savings bank specified in Section 5102 of the Financial Code and authorized to do business in this state. In the event 
tender other than cash is accepted, the Trustee may withhold the issuance of the Trustee’s Deed until funds become available to 
the payee or endorsee as a matter of right. Said sale will be made, but without covenant or warranty, express or implied re-
garding title, possession or encumbrances, to satisfy the indebtedness secured by said Deed of Trust including advances autho-
rized thereunder and also including, without way of limitation, the unpaid principal balance of the Note secured by said Deed 
of Trust together with interest thereon as provided in said Note, plus the fees, charges and expenses of the trustee and the trusts 
created by said Deed of Trust. THIS PROPERTY IS BEING SOLD IN AN “AS-IS” CONDITION. NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BID-
DERS: If you are considering bidding on this property lien, you should understand that there are risks involved in bidding at a 
trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on the property itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee auction does not 
automatically entitle you to free and clear ownership of the property. You should also be aware that the lien being auctioned 
off may be a junior lien. If you are the highest bidder at the auction, you are or may be responsible for paying off all liens senior 
to the lien being auctioned off, before you can receive clear title to the property. You are encouraged to investigate the exis-
tence, priority, and size of outstanding liens that may exist on this property by contacting the county recorder’s office or a title 
insurance company, either of which may charge you a fee for this information. If you consult either of these resources, you 
should be aware that the same lender may hold more than one mortgage or deed of trust on the property. NOTICE TO PROP-
ERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this notice of sale may be postponed one or more times by the mortgagee, beneficiary, 
trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the California Civil Code. The law requires that information about trustee sale 
postponements be made available to you and to the public, as a courtesy to those not present at the sale. If you wish to learn 
whether your sale date has been postponed, and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and date for the sale of this property, you 
may call (916) 939-0772 or visit this internet website WWW.NATIONWIDEPOSTING.COM, using the file number assigned 
to this case 24-0153. Information about postponements that are very short in duration or that occur close in time to the sched-
uled sale may not immediately be reflected in the telephone information or on the internet website. The best way to verify 
postponement information is to attend the scheduled sale. NOTICE TO TENANT: You may have a right to purchase this prop-
erty after the trustee auction pursuant to Section 2924m of the California Civil Code. If you are an “eligible tenant buyer,” you 
can purchase the property if you match the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. If you are an “eligible bidder,” 
you may be able to purchase the property if you exceed the last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. There are three 
steps to exercising this right of purchase. First, 48 hours after the date of the trustee sale, you can call (916) 939-0772, or visit 
this internet website WWW.NATIONWIDEPOSTING.COM, using the file number assigned to this case, 24-0153, to find the 
date on which the trustee’s sale was held, the amount of the last and highest bid, and the address of the trustee. Second, you 
must send a written notice of intent to place a bid so that the trustee receives it no more than 15 days after the trustee’s sale. Third, 
you must submit a bid so that the trustee receives it no more than 45 days after the trustee’s sale. If you think you may qualify as 
an “eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you should consider contacting an attorney or appropriate real estate profes-
sional immediately for advice regarding this potential right to purchase. FOR SALES INFORMATION AND STATUS 24 HOURS 
A DAY, SEVEN DAYS A WEEK, GO TO: WWW.NATIONWIDEPOSTING.COM OR CALL (916) 939-0772. ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION, DISCLOSURES AND CONDITIONS OF SALE: (1) At the time of sale, the opening bid by the beneficiary may 
not represent a full credit bid. The beneficiary reserves the right, during the auction, to increase its credit bid incrementally up to 
a full credit bid. The beneficiary may also bid over and above its credit bid with cash, cashier’s checks or cash equivalents. (2) 
The Trustee’s Deed Upon Sale (TDUS) will not be issued to the successful bidder until the bidder’s payment has been deposited 
in the trustee’s bank and cleared (all holds released). The bidder may have to take additional actions as required by trustee’s 
bank in order to facilitate the deposit and clearance of bidder’s funds. (3) If, prior to the issuance of the TDUS, the trustee shall 
become aware of any deficiency in the foreclosure process, or if the trustee becomes aware of any bankruptcy or other legal 
issue affecting the validity of the foreclosure process, or if the trustee becomes aware of any bankruptcy or other legal issue 
affecting the validity of the foreclosure sale, then, after consultation with its attorneys, the trustee, in its sole discretion, may de-
cline to issue the TDUS and return the bidder’s funds, without interest. If, subsequent to the issuances of the TDUS, the trustee shall 
become aware of any deficiency in the foreclosure process, or if the trustee becomes aware of any bankruptcy or other legal 
issue affecting the validity of the foreclosure sale, then, after consultation with its attorneys, the trustee, in its sole discretion, may 
rescind the TDUS pursuant to Civil Code Section 1058.5(b) and return the bidder’s funds, without interest. (4) When conducted, 
the foreclosure sale is not final until the auctioneer states “sold”. Any time prior thereto, the sale may be canceled or postponed 
at the discretion of the trustee or the beneficiary. A bid by the beneficiary may not result in a sale of the property. All bids placed 
by the auctioneer are on behalf of the seller/beneficiary. (5) NEW – SEVERAL CITIES IN CALIFORNIA, INCLUDING THE 
CITY OF LOS ANGELES (GOOGLE “MEASURE ULA”), HAVE IMPOSED VERY LARGE, NEW TRANSFER TAXES ON SALES 
OF CERTAIN HIGH VALUE PROPERTIES. THESE TAXES CAN AMOUNT TO HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF DOLLARS OR 
EVEN MORE. AS A CONDITION OF THIS SALE, THESE TAXES WILL NOT BE PAID BY THE FORECLOSING LENDER NOR 
BY THE FORECLOSURE TRUSTEE. THESE TAXES, IF AND WHEN CHARGED, ARE THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE SUCCESS-
FUL PURCHASER AT THE FORECLOSURE SALE. This communication may be considered as being from a debt collector. To the 
extent your original obligation was discharged or is subject to an automatic stay of bankruptcy under Title 11 of the United 
States Code, this notice is for compliance and/or informational purposes only and does not constitute an attempt to collect a 
debt or to impose personal liability for such obligation. However, a secured party may retain rights under its security instrument, 
including the right to foreclose its lien. Date: 11/20/2024 Law Offices of Richard G. Witkin APC 5805 Sepulveda Boulevard, 
Suite 670 Sherman Oaks, California 91411 Phone: (818) 845-4000 By: APRIL WITKIN, TRUSTEE OFFICER NPP0468128 To: 
CARMEL PINE CONE 12/06/2024, 12/13/2024, 12/20/2024 
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558 CARMEL RANCHO CENTER
behind the Bagel Bakery next to Lucky

831-624-8998

WALK-INS AND 
APPOINTMENTS 

OPEN
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-cuts

fa
mily

 hairc
utti

ng cente
rs™

Cove
Req

and meet all CDC Gu
safety of our clients a
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SHOWROOM LOCATIONS
Monterey & Soquel

(831) 372-1908 | AdvancedBlind.com
Visit our website for currently available *discounts 

on in-house manufactured products.

Over 25 years in business

Made Right. Made Right Here.Made Right. Made Right Here.

Monterey County’s Premier In-House Manufacturer of 
Quality Blinds, Shades, Shutters and Window Coverings 

CA Lic # 866474

Motorized/Bluetooth/Smart Home 
Options Available

Free In-Home Consultations

Over 30 Years of Experience

24/7 Care • Excellent References

831-247-9646

YOLANDA MOYA
Certified Nursing Assistant

SERVICES PROVIDED:
• Transportation

• Medication Reminders 

• Meal Preparations

• Companionship

• Light Housekeeping

• Hospice Care

• Personal Assistant Needs

• Live-in care and more

VICTORIUS offers a thoughtful, diverse selection of leading 
ladies fashions and accessories to enhance a woman’s unique 

style in a friendly, comfortable environment. 
Come in and be delightfully surprised and receive 
10% OFF your purchase by mentioning this ad!

Nic + Zoe
MARBLE
HOBO

Habitat

Lysse
NYDJ

local artisans and more!

2511 Garden Rd., Suite A230 Monterey

(831) 646-5424 | sgsenger@att.net 

Law Office of 
Sara Senger

30 years of experience 
in Medi-Cal Estate Planning

Elder Law

Wills and Trusts

Special Needs 

I will make home and hospital visits

Welcoming 
New Customers

• No Long Waiting Time
• Prescriptions Filled in 15 minutes*

• Accepting Most Medicare Part D Plans
• Same Day Delivery • Accepts Tricare

• Pet Prescriptions 
Over 100 Years of Service

Still Locally Owned & Operated

CARMEL DRUG STORE
Ocean Ave. & San Carlos, Carmel

831.624.3819
www.CarmelDrugStore.com     

Pharmacy Hours: 9am-6pm Mon-Fri
Store Hours: 8am-10pm • 7 Days a Week

BESTBEST
HouseHouse

CleaningCleaning 
6 Years!6 Years!

So Many Dust Bunnies,
So Little Time

• Experienced

• Professional

TWO GIRLS 
FROM CARMEL

BONDED HOUSECLEANING
SPECIALISTS

831-626-4426
TwoGirlsFromCarmel.com

Offering a 
personal and 

friendly touch
for 30 years

230 Crossroads Blvd. Carmel  |  831.574.8153
consignmentbythesea.com

Festive Home Decor, Art & Gifts

Wishing you Grateful
and Joyful Holidays!

 Cross Country
Aldi 19th at state — Carmel senior Mack Aldi placed 

19th Saturday at the Division 4 California State Cross 
Country Championships in Woodland Park with a time of 
15 minutes, 47.7 seconds, for the 5,000-meter course.

The state champion, Eli Fitchen-Young, a senior from 

 Postseason honors
Football

Mission Division South — 
MVP: Jackson Lloyd, OL/DL, Car-
mel. Offensive Player of the Year: 
Ashton Rees, RB, Carmel. Defen-
sive Player of the Year: Nathan 
Barajas, LB, North Salinas. All-Di-
vision Offense: Hudson Rutherford, 
QB, Ashton Rees, RB, Ty Arnold, 
WR, Simeon Brown, WR, and 
Jackson Lloyd, T, Carmel. All-Di-
vision Defense: Jackson Lloyd, 
DT, Matt Maxon, LB, Ashton Rees, 
DB, Ty Arnold, DB, and Simeon 
Brown, DB, Carmel. Second Team 
Offense: Brooklyn Ashe, WR, Car-
mel. Sportsmanship: Indy Gabriel-
son, Carmel.

MORE SPORTS
From page 34A

Santa Lucia Division – MVP: Haden Woolworth, 
San Lorenzo Valley. Offensive Player of the Year: Finn 
Mink, QB, Stevenson. Defensive Player of the Year: 
Tommy Dayton, LB, Stevenson. All-Division Offense:
Finn Mink, QB, Caden Olson, WR, and Tucker Green OL, 
Stevenson. All-Division Defense: Cody Thatcher, DL, 
Tommy Dayton, LB, Flint Dixon, LB, and Derek Diniz, 
DB, Stevenson. Second-Team Offense: Antonio Bor-
gomini, RB, Stevenson. Second-Team Defense: Logan 
Lund, DB, Stevenson.

Dennis Taylor is a professional freelance writer in 
Monterey County. Contact him at scribelaureate@gmail.
com.

Carmel coach Golden Anderson prepares his football team during Tuesday night’s practice 
for Friday’s 7:30 p.m. NorCal Championship game against Acalanes at MPC.

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER

“The Pine Cone. Not the only great paper. 
Not the only free paper. But the only great free paper.”

  — unsolicited reader comment
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THERE’S SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE AT
SUNSET CENTER THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!

CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA  |   SUNSETCENTER.ORG   |   BOX OFFICE 831.620.2048

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!

ON A
WINTER’S
NIGHT
FEATURING CLIFF EBERHARDT,
JOHN GORKA, LUCY KAPLANSKY,
AND PATTY LARKIN

SUNSET PRESENTS

CA
RM

EL-
BY

-TH
E-S

EA

FRIDAY
DECEMBER 20, 2024
7:30PM

CELEBRATE THE
WINTER SEASON
WITH FOUR FOLK
MUSIC ICONS!
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