Forever young — a remarkable doll collection that dates to the 1680s

THE FRONT door of the historic building at 213 Forest
Ave. in Pacific Grove remains locked 24/7, because the as-
tonishing treasures inside may be seen by appointment only.

But appointments typically are easy to get. Just call, and
the proprietors of The Carmel Doll Shop, Michael Canadas
and David Robinson, will enthusiastically conduct a tour of
one of the most remarkable specialty businesses in the world.

Although a high-end doll merchant exists in the San Fran-
cisco Bay area, and another can be found in Chicago, Cana-
das and Robinson say a collector must travel to Paris to find a
store that truly rivals their business.

“This is a place for the adult children — it isn’t a place
where you’d shop for a child,” Canadas explained. “You
won’t find a Cabbage Patch Kid or an American Girl here.”

What do they have there is one of the most elite collections
of vintage dolls, dollhouses, doll clothing, doll furniture, doll
accessories and miniatures anywhere on the globe. Much of
their inventory is for sale, and much of it is on exhibit for
visitors in the area of the shop they call the Grovian Doll Mu-
seum.

Aroyal history
“The oldest piece is our William and Mary doll, which
dates to the 1680s,” said Canadas, gesturing toward a figurine
created during the reigns of two British monarchs, King Wil-
liam IIT (1689-1702) and Queen Mary II (1689-1694). The
doll has bright rouge on her cheeks, ruby lips, and brown hair
pulled tightly away from her forehead.
“She’s not wearing her original clothing. At some point,
probably around 1740, she got a new dress,” he said.
A wooden doll in a dark-brown nun’s habit, made around
1720, is “probably our most important piece,” Canadas said

DOLLS con’t. page 40A

CARMEL DECEMBER 6TH - 31ST

ART OPENING RECEPTION

ASSOCIATION SATURDAY DECEMBER 9TH

Celebrate the holiday season by sharing
the timeless gift of art and joy.

By DENNIS TAYLOR

PHOTO,/ DENNIS TAYLOR

David Robinson, left, and Michael Canadas bought the world-famous Carmel Doll Shop in 1989. They moved the business to Pacific
Grove in 2009. After renovating a storefront at 213 Forest Ave., they turned it into a one-of-a-kind collection of vintage dolls and
accessories.

ART OF GIFTING

4-7PM

CARMELART.ORG OPEN WEDNESDAY - MONDAY 10AM - 5PM 831-250-3347
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From the casual sipper to the pickiest drinker, Monterey County offers wine for all

WHAT DO winter movie-binge nights with friends,
holiday hostess gifts, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, Christmas
Eve, Christmas Day and New Year’s Eve have in com-
mon? Someone has to select the wine to serve or to give
to friends — which can be a daunting task for the wine
aficionado and an overwhelming one for the wine novice,
so we created a holiday wine guide to offer a few sugges-
tions.

If you’re going to sit home and watch, “It’s a Won-
derful Life,” or head out to a holiday picnic at the beach,
try Tamara Franscioni’s Mini Vacay Bubbly Rosé, which
comes in a can. Trust me when | say that this sommeli-
er-turned-mom/winemaker knows what she’s doing. Made
from pinot noir grapes, the wine is clean, fruity (think
strawberries) and zesty — in short, tasty and fun. It comes
in a perfect size, too. One can equals about one-and-a-half
glasses of wine. | never thought | would be recommend-
ing canned wine, but this one is worthy. 2022 Mini Vacay
Bubbly Rosé is $44 for an eight-pack. Order online at the
winery website, or find in local stores and at the Carmel
farmers market.

Holiday Wrath

If you prefer your rosé sans bubbles, try the Joyce 2021
rosé from Arroyo Seco. More angular than fruit-forward,
this wine offers refreshing minerality and strawberry fruit.
Purchase for $25 at A Taste of Monterey at 700 Cannery
Row.

Looking for a white wine hostess gift? Wrath’s 2020
San Saba chardonnay is perfect for your friends who pre-
fer their chards creamy, rich and full-bodied. Lots of bak-
ing spices, butter and fruit move to a slight tropical note on
the finish. Find it for $49 at local stores, Wrath Winery’s
website and the Wrath tasting room (Carmel Plaza).

If your host prefers reds, Wrath has an answer for
them, too. Its 2020 Pommard 4/777 pinot noir is earthy
with more concentrated black fruits (cherry and berry),
and goes for $39.

If you enjoy a treasure hunt, see if you can track down
a bottle of 2020 Wrath pinot noir (Tondre Grapefield) at
a local store. The winery, where it was priced at $49, is

WINE con’t. page 39A

By ROXANNE LANGER

i
|

Joyce's 2021 Arroyo Seco rosé is an elegant and inexpensive choice — refreshing and not too sweet.

SHARE THE || LOVE

phone: 831-620-1600
5 SE of Fifth on Dolores, Carmel-By-The-Sea
email: ami.carmel.ami@gmail.com
website: www.amicarmel.com

CARMEL

Happy Holidays & Happy New Year

New Arrivals! Just in Time for the Holidays!

We will have extended holiday hours starting
December 15 - 31, 2023
from 10 a.m. - 8 p.m., Wed. - Sun.

Please enjoy complimentary coffee,
hot chocolate, and cookies while shopping.

Gift wrapping and delivery are available.

Discounts for Carmel residents.

on the must read list”

“Enchanting and profouna!” -Viva, author of Superstar
[ ‘| )

[ THE SECRET OF THE

CONDE

HERMANOS

BY CLARISSA BELL

b

FOREWORD BY VIVA, RUTHOR OF SUFERSTAR
ILLUSTRATED BY KEITE LERSON

“Athrlling page tumer; | read itin one fell swoop!”
Viva - author of Superstar
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FOR THE
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“So compelling you won’t be able to
put them down- Clarissa should be

- Jane Roland, Cedar Street Times

TIMELESS
DISCOVERIES ON
VIA MALLORCA

BY CLARISSA BELL
ILLUSTRBTED BY KEITH LBRSIN

ARTS COUNCIL

for Monterey County

Available at River House Books in the Crossroads
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Living history and living room adventures for your favorite readers — young and old

By ELAINE HESSER

MANY PEOPLE still enjoy the look
and feel of a good book, and if it’s been writ-
ten by locals or set in our own backyard, so
much the better. If you’re still searching for
gifts, time’s a-wasting, so let’s get right to it.

“Raising the Blackbirds” is a novel by
Edward Moncrief, who was the founding
executive director of Community Housing
Improvement Systems and Planning Associ-
ation, known familiarly as CHISPA, back in
1980. The organization has since built more
than 1,000 homes for farmworkers and their
families, and
he led similar
housing-related
organizations
elsewhere in the
state. He also
freelanced  for
the Salinas Cal-
ifornian and the
Monterey Her-
ald. Read his full
bio at edward-
moncrief.com.

Although it
was written and
published some years back — the second
edition came out in 2016 — the book re-
mains relevant as Monterey County tries to
come to terms with its homeless population,
and the nation contin-
ues to deal with myriad
problems presented by
immigrants, legal and
otherwise.

Moncrief tells the
story of local immi-
grants through the eyes
of Mexican-born Sixto
Torres. In 1970, Torres
arrives in the Salinas
Valley just as Caesar

_Flaisingk,m

Edward Moncrief

Chavez is rallying farmworkers to action at
Hartnell College.

Torres joins the social and economic
fight, and readers get a glimpse into a care-
fully researched world in a complex story
that rings true, likely because of Moncrief’s
extensive experience.

Murder up north

Murder mystery fans might enjoy
“Blown by the Same Wind,” by longtime
author and poet
Richard Straley,
who lived in Sit-
ka, Alaska, for
nearly 40 years.
He worked as a
private investi-
gator and writer,
becoming  the
state’s  writer
laureate in 2006,
then moved here
with his wife,
marine biologist
Janice Straley,
to be closer to his family. His bio is at johns-
traley.com. Be sure to have a look at his blog
there for a delightful description of how hu-
mans talk to dogs, inspired by a recent Del
Monte Kennel Club dog show.

Straley’s latest novel, “Blown by the
Same Wind,” is his fourth set in the fictional
town of Cold Storage, Alaska. Filled with
quirky characters, including a wonderful
dog named Dot and some big, scary, stinky
bears, it takes place in the tumultuous sum-
mer of 1968.

As the story begins, Life magazine has
recently done a feature about Cold Storage,
which has brought all kinds of people to vis-
it. The town also gets an influx of college
kids — with their long hair, hippie music

JOHN STRALEY

and pot — who come to work in the canning
industry over the summer.

Among the newcomers is a monk from
Kentucky who may or may not be the fa-
mous real-life Trappist theologian, author
and mystic, Thomas Merton, and a few
Southerners who are living out their own
conspiracy theories. There’s a lot of humor,
some of it dark, and some graphic violence.
It’s also a fun read and a great ride.

Shrinking a hospital

Elaine Herrmann’s “Ana’s Hospital Mys-
tery” is a solid choice for tweens and young
teens interested in medicine. Herrmann
(guyvictorpub.com) has a master’s degree
in public health and has devoted part of her
career to helping young people learn more
about jobs in healthcare — including ones
that aren’t strictly medical, like housekeep-
ing, working as an electrician, preparing
meals or directing visitors.

As Ana visits her hospitalized grand-
mother over a period of several days, she
overhears employees discussing unex-
plained thefts around the facility, including
in the gift shop. She decides to investigate,
and the adventure turns into something like
an escapade with Scooby-Doo and the gang,

Elaine Herrmann

but with zero danger and more education. As
Ana encounters employees and volunteers,
she learns about their jobs. The hospital en-
vironment is quickly demystified and Herr-
mann’s reassuring tone might ease the fear
that comes when a loved one has an extended
stay in a medical facility.

For the even younger set
Carmel author Kirsten Tarman’s chil-
dren’s picture book, “Olly and Lucille’s
Adventure in Carmel-by-the-Sea,” is de-
lightfully illustrated by Scott Zelazny,
with photography by Paws & Prints. The

BOOKS cont. on page 46A

®

Olly and Lucille's

ADVENTURE

in Carmel-by-the-Sea

Canine sleuths Olly and Lucille star in  this
delightfully illustrated children’s book (above).

Custom Innovations

Audio Video Design and Installation

Lighting Control
Shade _Control
Network Solutions
Home Theater
Whole House Music
Home Automation
Landscape Audio
Security Cameras
Service and Support

Control4 Specialist

Carmel

(831) 200-3636

Info@Custom-Innovations.com - www.Custom-Innovations.com - Lic# 826414

Bay Area
(408) 239-6824

Napa Valley

(707) 200-3658
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~ [tdoesnt matter whether they re maughty
the gift of premium chocolate turns anyone’s season
visit our store at The Crossroads Carmel or online at lulas.Com

tore hours: 831.655.8527 The Crossroads Carmel
on-Sat:10-5 Sun:11-5 www.lulas.com 244 Crossroads Blvd.
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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9TH

FROM 2-4
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ST. BTWN OCEAN & 7TH Jeryl Abelma,nn
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RMEL | (831) 626-4686 200 Crossroads Blvd, Carmel, CA MO
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Our Super Sale Backroom

is Now Open

MARKDOWNS

50% to
80% OFF

Colombo, Bogner, Piazza Sempione,
Richard Grand, Via Masini, Kiton + more

NEW MERCHANDISE ADDED
All sales final

The Crossroads Carmel (Next To The Rio Grill)
129 Crossroads Blvd., Carmel
831-624-9400

SEA HARVEST CARMEL

Fresh Seafoods « Wholesale & Retail

2016 - 2023 BEST SEAFOOD MARKET

2022 BEST SEAFOOD RESTAURANT
on the Monterey Peninsula

100A Crossroads Blvd., Carmel | 831-626-3626

www.seaharvestfishmarketandrestaurant.com
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MOPANE

HARMONY AT HOME

- Y SR
Endling vislgnes, Puilding familias.

ENDING VIOLENCE. BUILDING FAMILIES.

Join us for a special fundraising event

Sunday, December 10th « 3-5pm

Our mission is to end cycles of violence and abuse by
empowering children and young adults with the knowledge,
skills, and confidence to lead healthy and productive lives.

Come support this local non-proft.

We will have treats from Sweet Reba’s
and Wine from Morgan Winery

Mopane.org e S
200 Crossroads Blvd, Carmel, CA MOPANE

BRING IN THIS AD

& RECEIVE 10% OFF
Now through 1/8/24
Present Ad for Discount

When you think of trust,
Think of us!

Ozé}cmm

831 624.4697

Full service pet grooming — Concierge service.
Grooming products are all natural,
100% Phosphate Free
To know us, is to trust us. What are you waiting for?

223 Crossroads Blvd., Carmel
www.sudsandscissorsinc.com

Your pets trust us,
Shouldn't you?

extraordinary.

Find something WONDERFUL and so much more!

B|© THECROSSROADSCARMEL.COM
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Santa’s workshop is far away. These hometown treasures are not.

By SALLY BAHO

AS YOU do your holiday shopping, be  Ave. in P.G. carries the works of many
sure to look in our own backyard for lo- area artists, from Marcia Perry’s original
cally crafted or themed gifts; the Monterey  artwork to Will Sandford’s poppy pottery,
Peninsula is teeming with artists and arti- along with breathtaking images by local
sans who make presents that are as special ~ photographer Greg Magee. All the apparel
for sale there is made by local artists and
Carmel Valley Art Association & manufactured right here. Plus, they have a

as this place we call home.

Gallery (8 Del Fino Place) is a treasure beautiful selection of Big Sur jade.
trove of unique gifts, with the works of
35 local artists providing a wide variety of
options. Jeweler John Aliotti sells an array

Friendly competition

FirePoppy accessories.

Did you know you no longer need to
of estate jewelry and one-of-a-kind hand- go into the Monterey Bay Aquarium to
made Hopi and Navajo pieces, along with ~ browse its gift shop? You can find it at
works from other Native American tribes. 585 Cannery Row, and it does not require
Artist Will Bullas” work can also be found — aquarium admission. Pick up a penguin
there. Whimsical prints like “Crabernet” stuffie or an ocean-themed book for your
— a crustacean with a glass of cab —or “3  grandchild. The shop’s best seller is Mon-
Sheeps to the Wind,” which features some terey Bay Aquarium Monopoly. After all,
sheep enjoying a few too many drinks, are  who doesn’t love a little friendly compe-
perfect for the wine lover in your life. Also tition at the holidays? The board features
at Carmel Valley Art Association is jewel- an array of local sea life, and instead of
er Pamela Forman’s line of hand-beaded Chance and Community Chest, players
draw cards from stacks labeled Take the
Artisana Gallery at 612 Lighthouse Plunge and Act for the Ocean. The board

Pepper ®rive
bivine”

Carmel-by-the-Sea

y

Plome 3 @arden 3 Pasy Wear

New Holiday Hours:

Monday, Thursday, & Sunday 11 -5
Friday & Saturday 11 - 6

@PepperDiveCarmel § 831-238-7280
2 NW San Carlos, between Ocean & 7™

also features the only free parking
for blocks.

The gift shop at the P.G. Muse-
um of Natural History (165 Forest
Ave.) has some fun stuff celebrat-
ing monarch butterflies and whales.
Long live Sandy, the life-size gray
whale sculpture that’s become a
mascot for the museum since its ar-
rival as a temporary exhibit in 1981.

The holiday gift guide from the
Pebble Beach pro shop is full of
appropriately themed gifts for the
duffer in your life. Offerings range
from apparel to home goods — Peb-
ble Beach collectible ornaments,
such as a bagpiper figurine or a golf
ball — and branded throw blankets.
Get your grandchildren started on
the game with golf-themed chil-
dren’s books or diminutive Pebble
Beach attire and plush toys.

Readers’ havens

There are a number of bookstores
in the area that are gold mines of
gifts. Pilgrim’s Way Community
Bookstore and Secret Garden on
Dolores between Fifth and Sixth has
a wide selection of good reads, jour-
nals, and fun gifts for the garden.
River House Books in the Cross-
roads — also locally owned — has
plenty of bestsellers, foreign and do-
mestic magazines, children’s books,
photography, a fine selection of
cookbooks, food and wine referenc-
es, and more. Olivia and Daisy, in
Carmel Valley at 13766 Center St., is
a woman-owned independent book-

LOCAL con’t. page 43A  Find unique handmade jewelry in Carmel Valley.
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Stop in for your Holiday Party Spreads

and shop our selection of Champagne, imported

and local Wines for your Holiday gifts!

ll. \uﬁ

We can also cater your holiday parties!

Wow your holiday guests with our amazing deli sandwiches!

Open daily 10am to 5pm
750 Cannery Row, Suite 108, Monterey
831-901-3175 * conigliodeli.com (@)
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WINE from page 34A

sold out. Buy a bottle and put it under the
tree with your name on it as a gift for your-
self or someone else special. A charming,
well-balanced, earthy wine with black fruit
and minerality, this pinot pairs well with
earthy flavors such as mushrooms and rich
meat sauces.

Intriguing choices

Need an impressive gift for someone
with an educated palate? Try a bottle of
2022 syrah from Samuel Louis Smith, a
Salinas-based winemaker who produc-
es small batches (1,000 bottles annually)
made with grapes from the Santa Lucia
Highlands and the Santa Cruz Mountains.
His resume includes working in France,
Australia, Santa Barbara and Oregon’s
Willamette Valley.

Any vintner making wines with high
acid and low alcohol (low in American
terms — the French would say “normal’)
gets my attention and should also get that
of your favorite oenophile. This wine is
light to medium bodied — especially when
compared to other California syrahs — has
ample red and black fruits and finishes
with some spice. The high acid makes it
great for pairing with food and the pleasing
fruits and spice make it an enjoyable quaff
on its own. Order on the winery’s website
(samuellouiswines.com) for $47.

Need a few more wine options to im-

FiNoT NOHR 2=

.. Ny cOUNIE

A six-pack of Mini Vacay brings fun to any party.

press (or just enjoy)?

Consider the 2019 Talbott Fidelity Pi-
not Noir which shows lovely blackberries,
blueberries and plum, with fig, earthiness,
spice and forest floor. Winemaker Ka-
mee Knutson brings out the best from the
Sleepy Hollow vineyard and captures it all
in this wine. At $100, it’s a bit of an in-

SIPS con’t. page 45A

Samuel Louis Smith, head winemaker for Morgan, also has his own small-production label.

[

Carmel Bach Festival & | Cantori di Carmel
invite you to a fun, family holiday sing-along!
Caroling will begin at the main entrance
to the Carmel Plaza,
then stroll down Ocean Avenue.

Song sheets will be provided.
Join us!

Sunday, December 17, 1:00pm
Carmel Plaza
Carmel-by-the-Sea

| CANTORI
DI CARMEL
[CANTORT.ORG

o

2 CARMEL
[ EACH
W FESTIVAL

] !i-/ bachfestival.org

o o

e
o Mot

WITH YOUR SUPPORT,
WE CAN NOURISH ALL IN NEED

lli
/

\

MEALS ON WHEELS
OF THE MONTEREY PENINSULA
700 Jewell Avenue, Pacific Grove, CA 93950
831.375.4454 « mowmp.org

TAX ID # 94-2157521



THIS BOOK, LIKE CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA,
IS GOOD FOR THE SOUL!

K

BELOVED TREES
CARMEL-BY THE-SEA

EPIGRAMS FROM THE SHAMBHALA MASTER
PHOTOGRAPHY BY L. M. McDERMOTT

A Beautiful, Hard Bound Gift Book with Twenty-Two Color,
Photo Spreads of Carmel’s Beloved Trees. Each Photo is Creatively Paired
with Inspiring Thoughts from The Shambhala Master.

Both the Author and the Photographer call Carmel-By-The-Sea Home.

Sold only at Pilgrim’s Way Community Bookstore
$24.95 (www.pilgrimsway.com)

A most unique and the only bookstore in Carmel-By-The-Sea
Located on Dolores St. between 5% and 6t (831-624-4955)

While you're there, make sure you visit their Secret Garden and find
out why the San Francisco Chronicle named this bookstore
one of the 5 Sacred Spaces to Seek Truth!
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DOLLS from page 33A

of “Sister Marie,” who has been passed
down through descendants of James Il
(King of England, 1633-1701).

“It’s amazing to me that these things
once were toys,” Robinson marveled. “The
quality is amazing.”

Smiling Bye-lo Baby

Among their rarest pieces is a Smiling
Bye-lo Baby, a doll made in 1923 and pop-
ularized by the 1931 song, | Found a Mil-
lion Dollar Baby (in a Five and Ten Cent
Store).

“When that song was written, they
made millions of Bye-lo dolls, but only a
handful of Smiling Bye-Los,” Canadas ex-
plained. “I’ve only seen two in my life, and
we have one of them.”

OIld doesn’t necessarily mean valu-
able, noted Robinson, who breaks the
heart of many a caller who suspects that
their grandmother’s favorite doll might be
priceless.

“The value of a Jackie Kennedy doll,
for example, is mostly sentimental,” he

December 8, 2023

HOLIDAY GUIDE

‘Old doesn’t
necessarily mean
valuable’

said of a figurine of the former first lady
made in the 1960s. “The only way that doll
would have real dollar value is if the owner
had left it in the box with the pink tissue
paper in place.”

‘Let’s go crazy!’

Canadas, who grew up in Carmel and
Carmel Valley, traced his fascination with
vintage dolls to his grandmother, a Pacific
Grove resident.

ANTIQUES cont. on page 42A

Left to right are the American bisque doll from 1923 known as a Bye-lo Baby, an 1860s-era doll from
England made from poured wax, and a French doll, circa 1900, in African costume

Solar + Energy Storage Solutions

Serving Monterey, Santa Cruz, and San Benito Counties

{7 CALIFORNIA SOLAR -+

1 | 4. STORAGE ASSOCIATION
Free Estimates! * SIE o

Scudder Solar

o

ELECTRICAL ENERGY SYSTEMS

1-831-384-3900

www.scuddersolar.com

Lgs Great Financing!

Lic #902095
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Downtown Carmel-by-the-Sea

Nestled in the heart of downtown Carmel-by-the-Sea, Carmel Plaza is home to one-of-a-kind fashion finds and specialty national brands,
distinctive restaurants, gourmet shops, wine ftasting rooms, wellness studios, and more — in a relaxed yet sophisﬁco‘red setting.

Give the Gift that Gives Back

A FASHION ADVENTURE =

\RTS UNKNoy;,

E CARMEL PLAZA

2" Floor ®
(831)626.6323

SHOP FROM OUR FEATURED BRANDS...

KEIUHL. C)frighton.

PENDLETON  O00luKai

Any purchase of honey or bee inspired product contributes
to the research and education on the importance
of pollination and the benefits of the honey bee.

CARMELHONEYCOMPANY.COM PARTSUNKNOWN.COM

BOOK ONLINE OR
CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

-

*AUE NIl GREATEST GOLF COURSES
ﬁ pef ¢ ‘

4,a,4vc/1—u,a,/uf

Set sail on the waves of tranquility with our
Founder’s Unlimited
$112 Monthly Membership

- Exclusive discount on monthly membership

COURSES

& Fun Games on
TrackoaasaSisailarare * 10% discount on SSS workshops, events & retail items

.
e
.
o—
e
—_—
—
—
—
——
—
—

Sewing [unch, Dinner & [ate Night

DELICIOUS FOOD, COCKTAILS, CRAFT BEER & LOCAL WINES

Secure Your Exclusive Lifetime

Price Before it Expires at:

I saltysoulsanctuary.com | |
s |\ (|

Ocean Ave & Mission St | Carmel-by-the-Sea | 8316240138 | CarmelPlaza.com

n /shopcarmelplaza @carmelplaza Dog Friendly

41A
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ANTIQUE from page 40A

“When | was small, she’d grab me by
the hand and say, ‘Let’s go crazy!” and take
me shopping through those wonderful an-
tique shops that were around in the 1960s,”
he reminisced. “She had a love for old
dolls, and passed that on.”

Antiques to vintage

At 20, Canadas bought an antique doll
in need of restoration and took it to the
original Carmel Doll Shop (then in Carm-
el-by-the-Sea) for repair.

“l didn’t really know anything, but I
knew they weren’t doing the repair prop-
erly,” he said. “But as | watched, | became
friendly with the owner, who left town two
or three years later because of some kind of
family emergency.”

Canadas and Robinson, who co-owned
two antiques businesses — one on Light-
house Avenue in Monterey, one in the San
Francisco Bay area — bought the Carmel

December 8, 2023
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Doll Shop in 1989.

“We were young, we had energy, and
nobody said, ‘No, you can’t do this,” so we
just did it,” Canadas said.

Robinson, a graduate of Monterey High
and Monterey Peninsula College, had no
interest in dolls, but recognized a business
opportunity.

“The passion for dolls is Michael’s con-
tribution,” he said. “But I’m handy, and |
can do restoration. I was used to finishing
and doing repairs on the vintage furniture
at our antiques shops, and transferred those
skills to dolls.”

They soon sold their other two busi-
nesses and focused on the dolls while
moonlighting as restaurant workers to
make ends meet.

“One year, Michael flew to Washing-
ton, D.C., to do a specialized doll show
and grossed twice as much money over
four days than he would’ve earned in the
restaurant industry in a year,” Robinson
said. “When he came home, he quit the

19" Annual

Y/

SPRECKELS MEMORIAL BUILDING,
5™ & LLANO ST., SPRECKELS

handmade drums, beadwork, arts and crafts,

Questions? (831) 601-3051

NATIVE AMERICAN
bhristmas Marbket

Sat. Dec 9™ 10a-5p

Sun. Dec 10" 10a-4p

(BETWEEN MONTEREY & SALINAS, Exit 21 ofr Hwy 68)
You will find Sterline silver jewelry, native glass work,
plus many more things in a relaxed shopping environment.

Buy Native American, by Native Americans

Donations at door welcomed

Indian Tacos,
Fry Bread & Rez Dogs

Benefits
Three Rivers Lodge, Manteca

Damee
Habitat
HOBO
JAG
Lysse
Marble
Nic + Zoe
NYDJ
Vine Street

Local artisans and more!

VICIORIUS

STYLE # CREATIVITY » COMMUNITY
211 Forest Ave. | Pacific Grove, CA93950 | (831) 655-2422

www.victoriuspacificgrove.com

VICTORIUS offers a thoughtful,
diverse selection of leading ladies
fashions and accessories to enhance
a woman's unique style in a friendly,
comfortable environment.

MENTION THISAD
FOR 10% OFF

Stop in for new Holiday merchandise
In store specials

Gift certificates available
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restaurant job and said, ‘This is what I’ll
be doing.” A year later, | quit mine.”

celebrities, even royalty.

“One minute, you understand that
you’re dealing with a very powerful per-
son. The next, you get to see them as a
7-year-old, a side no one else gets to see,”
said Canadas.

Influential friends
As participants in major doll shows na-
tionwide, they built their social circle, cli-
ent base, reputation and brand. They made

influential friends — CEOs, politicians, UNIQUE cont. on page 44A

Carmel Doll Shop co-owner Michael Canadas discusses a vintage dollhouse with local collector and
client Denise VWWoodward.

Partners For Peace

Building strong families!

YOUR GENEROSITY
WILL HELP FAMILIES
THRIVE!

[ MONTEREY COUNTY (cZif 3

Support Partners For
Peace through Monterey
County Gives! Visit:

www.montereycountygives.com/partners
SCAN AND MAKE AN IMPACT TODAY!

The Monterey County Pops! wishes you a season of Music, Laughter, and Good Health!

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2023, 7:30 P.M.

Hartnell College Main Stage
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2023, 3:00 P.M.
Carmel High School Performing Arts Center
Open seating—Doors open 1/2 hr: before performance

www.montereycountypops.org

The program will feature the 40-piece fully
professional orchestra of the Monterey County
Pops!, the Hartnell College Choir, a trio of vocal
soloists, and two young adult instrumental soloists
from Monterey County who routinely perform with
the Pops! and are currently studying music at major
universities. This concert serves as a show- case for
the Pops! dedication to mentoring young musicians.

Hartnell Choir

Ryan Eads

Sandy Rudo
Hartnell College Choir Director

Daniel Hernandez
T Cemp Apprechation ta sur Wendestul Suppertsrs
A 2escomes [Hbank
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LOCAL from page 38A

seller where folks take pride in bringing people together
through shared reading experiences, highlighting commu-
nity favorites along with their own staff picks. Bookworks
at 667 Lighthouse Ave. in P.G. also has a great selection
of good reads, with a section dedicated to local authors
and interests. They carry hand- and locally made cards, so
you can stick to the locally inspired theme. Be sure to grab
a dirty chai latte —
spiced tea with a shot
of espresso and milk
— at the café in the
front before or after
you’ve done you’re
shopping.

Jan de Luz at
Dolores and Sixth
will elegantly cus-
tomize linens, tote
bags, towels, etc.
that make great gifts.
Maybe a bespoke
set of robes for the
newlyweds in your
life? Or perhaps an
organic French cot-
ton blanket, embroi-
dered with your new
grandbaby’s name?
The work there is
beautiful, timeless,
and they turn things
around quickly ... et
voila, you have the
perfect, personal gift
for the special people
in your life.

The Green Di-
rective (77 Soledad
Drive in Monterey)
specializes in plas-
tic-free  alternatives
to soaps, shampoos
and conditioners, etc.
They carry several
locally made soaps
and CBD pain relief
creams. Similar-
ly, Eco Carmel on
San Carlos between
Seventh and Eighth
carries  eco-friend-
ly homewares and a
wide assortment of
100 percent organ-
ic holiday pajamas,
as well as fair-trade,
handcrafted wool
ornaments for your
tree. Another way to
gift green is to shop
at some lovely plant
stores, like Dirty
Girl Plant Co. at
1098 Del Monte Ave.
in Monterey, which
carries potted plants,
pots, dirt, watering
cans, and everything

' Monterey Bay.
o ()

local gifts abound (from top): Arfisana Gallery ceramics, a
poinsettia from Dirty Girl, Bookworks' local interest section, P.G.
Museum monarchs and Monterey Bay Aquarium Monopoly.
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you could need for the green thumb in your life. Likewise, even build you a terrarium — a mini aquarium for plants
Planted, in Carmel on San Carlos between Seventh and — which makes the most charming gift.

Eighth, offers plants, pots, accessories and more for the Get away from your computer screen and support our
plant lover in your life. They sell houseplant themed gift local brick-and-mortars this holiday season. The shop
baskets, and will put one together to suit your needs or owners and your loved ones will be sure to thank you.

Board &> Brush

Creative studio®

‘Tia the Season lo iy’

Regialer al hoardandbrush.com/monterey

458 Alvarado Street * (831) 884-6108

ARTS COUNCIL

for Monterey County

Unlock the power of art! Support Arts4Healing
to transform lives with creativity and
compassion.

MAKE A GIFT ON
BIT.LY/ARTS4HEALING

SCAN THE QR
CODE TO DONATE
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UNIQUE from page 42A

Among their close friends is doll enthu-
siast Barbra Streisand, who wrote about
the Carmel Doll Shop in her 2010 book,
“My Passion for Design.”

“I have two doll buddies, Michael Can-
adas and David Robinson, who own the
Carmel Doll Shop,” Streisand wrote. “The

December 8, 2023
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three of us have gone on shopping trips ev-
erywhere from Pasadena to Paris.”
Canadas and Robinson frequently drop
everything, cancel all appointments, and
fly away to rendezvous with collectors who
have valuable dolls to sell — especially if
another collector is likely to get there first.
“We travel all over the world to find
these things, which can be exciting, but |

The French child doll in the blue hat is circa 1880, from the Jules Nicolas Steiner firm of Paris, France.

.

Protect What Matters.

L

MARINE LIFE STUDIES

(CEEEEETTIGVES!

Nov. 9 - Dec. 31, 2023 §

d
]

Donate at: MontereyCouri'l_tkaives.co"m/MLS

N WINTER IS GRAY WHALE
| & DOLPHIN SEASON!

Join Expert Marine Biologist Guides

PINECONE23
code expires 1/31/24
Excluding Gift Certificates

Cift Certifcales Available!

Use these gift certificates during any time of the
year. Come enjoy a great family outdoor activity!
Reservations Required

www.gowhales.com | 831-375-4658

GIVE THE GIFT OF WHALE WATCHING

On 4 hour or 3 hour trips!

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!

WHALE WATCH

Located at

84 Fisherman’s Wharf, Monterey

MONTEREY BAY WHALE WATCH

GUARANTEE:

See a Whale or Orca or Come Again Free!
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can tell you after 40 years that it’s a hard
job and a lot of work,” Canadas said. “The
only really fun thing is the shopping — the
discovery of some hard-to-find item that
we’ve never had before. That thrill is still
there.”

Creepy-doll themes

In 2009 they purchased and restored
their current venue, Pacific Grove’s histor-
ic Angwin Building (built in 1902), origi-
nally a barber shop/billiards hall/taxidermy
museum. “It was filled with masculine en-
ergy,” Robinson said. “We like to assume
John Steinbeck probably got his haircuts
and beard trims there.” The Angwin later
had a 25-year-run as a camera shop.

Following the 2 1/2-year restoration,
Pacific Grove’s Heritage Society officially
designated 213 Forest Ave. as a Heritage
House.

“We love it when P.G. old-timers tell
us how happy they are that we preserved
the building exactly as it was,” Robinson
said. “The truth is, there’s almost nothing
in here that wasn’t redone.”

The shop and building have since been
featured on two quirky television shows,
“Qddities” and “Ghost Adventures.”

“Both segments had creepy-doll
themes,” Robinson said with a laugh. “Zak
Bagans and the ‘Ghost Adventures’ crew

Paul F. Murrer

AHIT & InterNACHI
Certified Master Inspector
General Building Contractor

X2 Wa\
= [ [0

MURRER

Certified Inspections

Residential & Commercial
Property Inspections

(831) 241-6988

1219 Forest Avenue, Ste H
Pacific Grove, CA 93950
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were hoping to discover dolls that carry
spirits. They didn’t have any luck with the
dolls, but they did find three spirits in our
building of the human variety.”

Despite relocating to Pacific Grove,
they opted to keep the Carmel Doll Shop
name.

“If you’re Mutual of Omaha and you
relocate your headquarters to Denver, you
don’t change the name,” Canadas rea-
soned. “We’re long-established under that
name. We have a brand.”

Five-day workshops

In recent years, they’ve expanded their
business to include the Carmel Doll Shop
Boutique — on-site sewing workshops,
three a year, five days each, where attend-
ees from all over the world learn to recre-
ate dolls and doll fashions.

Canadas and Robinson invite the pub-
lic to visit their location over the holidays
to view their festive Christmas window,
an annual tradition for The Carmel Doll
House, or tour the shop by appointment.

Images of their dolls, doll accessories,
dollhouses and specialty items can be
found at carmeldollshop.com. Individuals
or groups who would like to arrange a tour
of the shop and the Grovian Doll Museum
may call (831) 643-1902 or email carmel-
dollshop@gmail.com.

CONSTRUCTION
s

1309 Forest Awe Ste B, Pacilic G, A3

Lic: #997254

(831) 521-0131

Leonoff Studios & Gallery

13766 Center Street #G3
Carmel Valley Village

Wis/ling You aJv/appy ﬂo/éc[ay Season!

The Ornament Collection by Leonoff Studios
Hand blown in Carmel Valley since 2005

W |

www.LeonoffArtGlass.com

Open Jues -Sat 11am—5pm
Sun & Mon by Appointment
831-241-1046
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SIPS from page 39A

dulgence, but a worthwhile one. Find it on the winery’s
website or at the Carmel tasting room.

Then there’s ROAR — fabulous pinot noirs made by
the Franscioni family (yes, Tamara of Mini Vacay is a fam-
ily member), sourcing from amazing vineyards including
Rosella’s, Gary’s, Soberanes, Sierra Mar and Pisoni. You
truly can’t go wrong with any of them, and whether you
are gifting the wine or serving it at a holiday meal, all pal-
ates should be pleased.

The issue is more in acquiring the wines, as many are
setaside or, in winery lingo, “allocated” to wine club mem-
bers who sign up in advance of releases. High-end retailers
locally and statewide usually have some available, though,
S0 (just this once) jump on your computer and order away!

Bubbles
Now let’s talk sparkling — bubbles make the season!
The good news is that there are several high-quality local

| D AY

sippers and more offerings on the horizon.
The great news is that Caraccioli Cellars has
put Santa Lucia Highlands and the winery on
the sparkling wine world map by winning the
2023 National Trophy at The Champagne &
Sparkling Wine World Championships in the
UK with its 2017 Brut Rosé ($70). A blend of
estate chardonnay and pinot noir grapes from
the Escolle vineyard, this bubbly has delight-
ful strawberry flavors with yeasty brioche
and steely minerality. And the absolutely best
news? Some of these bottles are still avail-
able. It’s perfect pairing for a movie night,
a hostess gift, a holiday aperitif or, last but
not least, a celebratory toast after a romantic
holiday marriage proposal.

i
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Visiting a local tasting room — like Wrath —sw makes holiday shopping more

fun.

HARMONY AT HOME

ﬁna/mg& viglence. 5af’r’aﬂf’ng é&mﬁ/feé,

CONNECTING HEARTS
AND BUILDING FAMILIES i

Our expertly developed programs go
beyond traditional boundaries, promoting

Try before you buy — Caraccioli's bubbles are worth a taste.

healthy relationships and resilient
communities. Whether it's our family
counseling sessions, youth mentorship
programs, or community workshops, we
believe in fostering positive connections

that last a lifetime.

GET STARTED TODAY

Embark on a journey of

self-discovery, healing, and positive
growth with Harmony At Home.

CONTACT US
O (831) 625-5160

harmony-at-home.org

MONTEREY COUNTY GiVESl montereycountygives.com/harmony

EXTRAORDINARY FLORAL DESIGN
Garden & Lifestyle Boutique

2003

,cw{ Voted Best Florist ..z

Fleurs du Soleil

598 Fremont Street, Monterey
831.656.0455 e fleursdusoleil.com
info@fleursdusoleil.com

THE PENINSULA’S LARGEST SELECTION OF

Besed Cands, Ornaments, Decor
CDW*‘“PP‘“% e

Open Dol

553 LIGHTHOUSE AVENUE
PACIFIC GROVE

831.373.8189

The Store for Better Living

Celebrating the Holidays

Home Décor & Tree Trimmings

Gifts for the Whole Famlly

R
225 Forest Ave, Pacific Grove 6ol ’
Hours: 11:00 to 4:30 Tues-Sat  © $1®® -

831-656-9771
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BOOKS from page 35A

front-cover warning — “There’s a bunch of
cute pets in here” — is spot-on. The mysteri-
ous tale has several of Tarman’s family pets
helping to find a missing dog named Ruby,
following the clues to real-life Carmel loca-
tions and meeting several other well-known
local pets, whose photos and stories are in-
cluded near the end.

Tarman made the book interactive, with
a map that families can take to follow the
characters’ route through town, questions for
discussion sprinkled throughout the story,
and activity pages designed to spark age-ap-
propriate conversations. Nonprofit organiza-
tions benefiting pets and their people are also
highlighted, and they receive a portion of the
proceeds from the books.

December 8, 2023
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Just for fun, a cult

“Carmel Conundrum” is a cozy murder
mystery by author Stacy Wilder, one of this
village’s many Texan fans. The story is set
here and follows parallel plotlines involving
corporate  iden-
tity theft and a
cult that preys on
homeless people.
The latter is led
by a charismatic
guru who calls
himself Apollo,
and runs a com-
pound that could
never have made

ONUNDRUMEE

it through the
planning  com-
mission.

The Garden Song

The Store For Better Living

CELEBRATING
THE HOLIDAYS

Home Décor

& Tree Trimmings

Gifts for the
Whole Family

- 225 Forest Ave, Pacific Grove

(Across from Grove Market)
Hours: 11:00 to 4:30 Tues-Sat

831-656-9771

301 East Franklin Street
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South Carolina-based investigator Liz
Adams is drawn into the strange goings-on
while she and her lie-detecting Labrador,
Duke are visiting a Carmel client.

Wilder’s work is reminiscent of the
Lucky Santangelo novels Jackie Collins
wrote in the 1980s, with evocative descrip-
tions of clothing, architecture, food and wine
that create a world of luxury you want to
inhabit, even if it is a little dangerous. It’s
even filled with people you think you’d like
to hang out with. Except for Apollo, that is.
You don’t need The Pine Cone to tell you
he’s bad news.

Following the butterflies

“Butterflies of Monterey County,” by
Chris Tenney and Jan Austin, is exactly
what it claims to be — “A comprehensive
guide to finding and identifying 91 species
of butterflies in Monterey County.” With
more than 200 glossy photo-filled pages, the
volume translates scientific information into
layman’s terms.
It lists six fam-
ilies of local
butterflies and
then breaks
them down into
species. Each
is listed with
multiple  pho-
tos, along with
times of year
and places to
look for them.
There’s even a
checklist in the
back to track
your finds. Visit the montereybutterflie-
sonline.com for more information.

We received many other submissions for
this story, but there wasn’t room enough to
write all of them up (or even time enough to
read them all). Among those that crossed my
desk were “Poetry-by-the-Sea” by R.M.S.
Thornton, a short collection of verse about
local events and people, and Jon Eric Am-

W W
Butterflies of Monterey County

Monterey Sports Center’s

Holiday Fitness Extravaganza

20% OFF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS AND ALL
NEW MONTHLY AUTOPAY SUBSCRIPTIONS

Treat yourself and your family to the gift of fitness!
Offer valid Friday, November 24th through Sunday, December 3ist

SAVE TIME AND PURCHASE ONLINE

Downtown Monterey

montereysporfscenter.org
Use Discount Code: HOLIDAY2023
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Stacy Wilder

Kristen Tarman

brosia’s “Monterey Moonrise: A true story
with a mix of reality, fantasy and emotion.”
For more local choices, check out your local
bookseller. They’ll happily point you in the
right direction.
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