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OWNERS PROTEST AS STR ENFORCEMENT LOOMS

By CHRIS COUNTS

WITH COUNTY supervisors set to vote Tuesday on
an enforcement program that would focus on illegal oper-
ators of short-term rentals in Carmel Valley, backers of the
industry held a protest Wednesday morning outside the
county courthouse in Monterey where 5th District super-
visor Mary Adams’ office is located. They say the enforce-
ment program would unfairly target their industry.

About 20 protesters dressed in yellow T-shirts
imprinted with “Waiting Since 1997 carried
signs with messages like “Save Property Rights”
and “Fix It, Don’t Kill It.”

Adams told The Pine Cone she wasn’t in her
office during the protest because she was moder-
ating a panel discussion at a statewide conference
of county supervisors in downtown Monterey.
But she did express her support of the enforce-
ment program, which has been proposed on a trial
basis. “We’re trying to get rid of the bad actors,”
she said.

Only a few have permits

County officials say they have identified more
than 600 short-term rentals in unincorporated
Monterey County, while only a couple dozen have
gone through the process of getting permits.

“The overwhelming majority of these unper-
mitted vacation rentals are located in the 5th Dis-
trict, including Carmel Valley,” said Pris Walton,
the president of the Carmel Valley Association,

which supports the enforcement program.

Opponents of STRs say the program is needed to
address the problems they say are associated with short-
term renters, including noise and traffic.

“If there is no control, the negative impacts of vaca-
tion rentals will continue to grow. The hotel and motel
businesses will suffer,” Walton said. “The number of

See PROTEST page 204

PHOTO/KERRY BELSER

Protesfers gather af the county building in Monterey Dec. 1 to speak out
against a proposed enforcement program targeting illegal vacation rentals.

Verizon could have tough go at city council

By MARY SCHLEY

FACED WITH unprecedented public resistance and a
recommendation from the city’s planning commission that
its bid to install a cell tower on Carmelo Street be denied,
Verizon Wireless is set to face significant challenges when
its engineers, attorneys and experts ask the city council
Dec. 7 for permission to attach equipment to an existing
power pole near La Playa hotel.

In September, the planning commission unanimously

First mention —

Hugh Comstock —
fairytale builder with
‘a twinkle in his eye’

SELF-TAUGHT ARCHITECT and builder of fairy-
tale cottages, Hugh Comstock first appeared in The Pine
Cone on July 26, 1924, when he and his wife, Mayotta,
bought property on the
east side of Torres between
Fifth and Sixth. Now, of
course, that land is home
to two of Comstock’s
famously whimsical build-
ings — Hansel and Gretel.

Charming dolls

In December, the Com-
stocks once again appeared,
this time in a classified ad
announcing that they were
business partners using the
fictitious business name,
Otsy Totsy Doll Company.
Mayotta’s primitive but
charming handmade dolls
were popular, and Hugh
built Hansel — originally
called The Doll House — so Mayotta could display them

Hugh Comstock

See COMSTOCK page 194

denied the wireless company’s bid to install the tower and
other equipment because it’s too tall and because the city’s
zoning code frowns on having transmitters and other radio
facilities in multi-family residential districts, which is the
hotel’s zoning. They are prohibited in the single-family
residential districts that surround it. Further, the tower and
equipment on the ground would create visual clutter and
negatively affect public and private views.

Organized opposition

The decision followed hours of testimony from resi-
dents who opposed the idea on grounds ranging from
property devaluation and aesthetics to noise and the pos-
sibly negative health impacts from radio waves. They also
sent hundreds of pages of email and dozens of postcards
asking commissioners to deny the application. Many of
them organized under a new group called Stop Cell Tow-
ers in Carmel.

Verizon officials have argued the city has no power
to stop it and that local ordinances violate state and fed-
eral laws favoring the installation of telecom sites. They
promptly demanded the city council hold a hearing to
overturn the planning commission’s denial, arguing that

See VERIZON page 224

County has no new
restrictions, no
omicron cases yet

By KELLY NIX

MONTEREY COUNTY health and hospital officials
are taking a wait-and-see approach to the new, much-
hyped omicron coronavirus variant first identified two
weeks ago in South Africa.

The strain is believed to be more transmissible, but
there are a lot of unknowns about it, including whether it
causes severe illness. On Wednesday, San Francisco health
officials reported that a man there is the first in the country
to be diagnosed with the mutation, but he only has mild
Ssymptoms.

Monterey County health and hospital officials this week
weighed in on the new strain, which has not appeared here.

“It’s too soon to say what the potential threat of omi-
cron is, and our plans are adaptable to any new variants of
concern and spikes in cases that result from them,” Com-
munity Hospital of the Monterey Peninsula spokeswoman
Monica Sciuto told The Pine Cone.

Mild symptoms
Monterey County Health Officer Dr. Ed Moreno
pointed to the mysteries surrounding omicron.
“We don’t know if it will cause more fatalities than other
variants,” Ed Moreno told news reporters Wednesday.
The San Francisco man who is infected with the omi-
cron strain of Covid had returned from a visit to South

See COVID page 184

More than 30 employees
sue CHOMP over
Covid vax mandate

By KELLY NIX

DOZENS OF Community Hospital of the Monterey
Peninsula employees who resigned or were placed on
leave because they refused to take the Covid-19 vaccine
have filed a lawsuit against the hospital, accusing adminis-
trators of religious discrimination and retaliation.

In a civil complaint filed Monday in Monterey County
Superior Court, the 35 workers allege CHOMP unfairly
and unlawfully denied them exemptions based on their
religious beliefs or medical conditions.

While the lawsuit says the state’s Fair Employment
and Housing Act offers broad workplace protections for
“people of sincere religious faith,” the employees allege
CHOMP did not do that. Instead, they contend hos-
pital administrators were cavalier in their handling of

See LAWSUIT page 164

WILDFIRE CONDOR’S RELEASE TO BE LIVESTREAMED

By CHRIS COUNTS

FAMOUS FOR surviving a major wildfire that swept
over her nest and killed her father, an 18-month-old con-
dor, Iniko, will be released from captivity in San Sim-
eon Saturday — and you can
watch the bird fly in the wild
from anywhere.

“People from all over the
world have gotten to know
Iniko from our Condor Cam,
and they’re excited about see-
ing her fly into the wild for
the first time,” Ventana Wild-
life Society executive director
Kelly Sorenson told The Pine
Cone. Saturday’s event will
also be livestreamed over the
internet (see ventanaws.org for
details).

The group is also selling

SCREENSHOT FROM YWS CONDOR CAM

mementos — including Iniko-inspired Christmas tree
ornaments and tote bags — that would make nice holiday
gifts. Sales benefit the VWS, and you can go to the same
website to buy.

When she was 5 months old, her world went up in
flames. On Aug. 20, 2020, a
remote camera captured terrifying
footage of a fire swiftly approach-
ing her nest. Her father and leader
of the local flock, Kingpin, died in
the blaze. Iniko was feared dead
for days, yet somehow survived.

Raised at a zoo
Iniko spent the next 14 months
at Los Angeles Zoo, where she
was raised in captivity. In Octo-
ber, she was moved to the group’s
release site near San Simeon,
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Iniko was just a chick when this image was recorded in
April 2020. Four months later, her nest was destroyed.

See CONDOR page 204

Attention readers: Don’t forget that you can have the complete Carmel Pine Cone delivered every Thursday evening to your tablet, laptop, PC or phone — with no banner ads,
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26200 Carmel Rancho Blvd 831-626-7555
Open 9-6 Daily TheRawConnection.com

J. LAWRENCE

MEN'S CLOTHIER OF CARMEL

new
holiday

arrivals

soft jackets
sport coats &%
sneakers &
sweaters
trousers
shirts
polos
+ more [

831-625-8106
carmel plaza ¢ ocean ave

shop now at khakisofcarmel.com
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RHEIM DERMATOLOGY
COSMETIC LASER CENTER"

\

JAMES E. RHEIM, M.D. ¢ JOSEPH R. RHEIM, M.D.

Be Beautiful for Your Holidays!

Take Time for You

Botox at $11.00 per unit,
JuvedermXC filler ImL syringe at $700 each.
LIMELIGHT $300.00 per treatment,

a $150 per treatment savings.

Schedule a consultation about our new Micro-needling/RF
(Radio Frequency) machine! The results are amazing!

Gift Certificates are available!

Cosmetic Laser Center Consultations available by appointment; All
treatments are scheduled with our RN. Please make your appointment
by calling our offices today. All offers expire December 31, 2021.

General Dermatology: 831.373.4404
Cosmetic Laser Center: 831.373.0441
757 Pacific Street, Suite A-1, Monterey
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Meet cute

THEY’D ALWAYS rescued golden retrievers and fig-
ured they always would. It went beyond breed loyalty
to a lifestyle created around the loyal, loving, exuber-
ant family dogs.

But then the couple puppysat a teacup Maltipoo for
their daughter and fell in love. Well, Mom did. Dad, a big
guy with movie-star looks, couldn’t imagine carrying
around a 1.8-pound powder puff in the palm of his hand.

Then the couple, who divide their year between
Houston and south of Ocean in town, bought a condo
and decided a teacup Maltipoo would be just right for
the scale of the home.

“Besides, my husband’s favorite TV show was ‘The
Big Bang Theory,” so | promised to name the puppy
Penny, a key character in the show,” she said. “That
sold him.”

They also call her “Little P,” which sounds best with
a Houston drawl.

Penny, now 7, walks daily along Scenic Road with
her person, who says she can’t count how many times
they stop so people can pet the pup. Passersby in their
cars lower their windows to say she’s the cutest dog
they’ve ever seen.

One morning, during a visit to Carmel Bakery, a
young woman said, “That puppy is a 10 out of 10.” May-
be it’s the puppy cut, or maybe she’s just that cute.

“Walking back from the bakery, we meet so many
people,” her person said. “If you ever feel alone, just
take an adorable dog for a walk through town. Every-

OPPLETON'’S

HANDCRAFTED FURNITURE AND INTERIOR DESIGN

16,000 SQUARE FEET OF COLLECTABLE DESIGN

299 LIGHTHOUSE, MONTEREY * 831-649-3083

By Lisa Crawford Watson

one stops to talk.”
Although Penny spends a lot of time walking through
Carmel-by-the-Seq, she’s never set foot on the sand.
“I watch with envy as other dogs have so much fun,
but it’s just not her thing,” her person said. “If | let go
of her leash, she looks up as if to say, ‘What are you

doing?"”

Needs a

Home
for the
Holidays!

o Medium Mixed Breed « 11 Months
« 28 Pounds « Happy Energy!

Just as sweet as a gingerbread cookie, Cleo is an affection-
ate pup that made a wonderful recovery in foster care after
being hit by a car. Her front leg is as good as new, and Cleo
is ready for walks in the forest and trips to the beach with a
family of her own. Read more about Cleo on the AFRP
website and fill out an online application.

4= AFRP
II%&E ANIMAL FRIENDS
Q‘&J) Q b RESCUE PROJECT

animalfriendsrescue.org

160 Fountain Ave | PG

Pet Food Express | Carmel
Petco | Del Monte Center
831-333-0722

AFRP
ADOPTION
CENTERS

Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday night by email — free subscriptions at
www.carmelpinecone.com

luta Giel

Tula Girl is a senior lady
who enjoys napping
and spending her day
snuggling on her person’s
lap. She is not particularly
interested in toys but she
does love receiving pets!
She enjoys short walks and does fantastic living with
other dogs even cats.

Tula is a 15-year-old, 18 pound Lhasa Apso.

If you'd like to meet Tula Girl, please fill out
an online adoption questionnaire.

831-718-9122
& WY Py~ Peace of Mind
»DOG RESCUE
(If you'd like to sponsor f.‘\
our next ad, give us a call.)

- Whale Watch
Helping Senior Dags and Senior People
WWW.PEACEOFMINDDOGRESCUE.ORG

www.GoWhales.com
@ siNcE 2008
P.O. Box 51554, Pacific Grove, CA 93950

HAPPY 13TH BiRTHDAY TEXAS!

OUR TRUSTY MASCOT AND BELQOVED PUPPY,
WE LOVE YOU.

CATE ELECTRICAL
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Brouhaha over plan to add benches

By MARY SCHLEY

WHEN THE planning commission in
October discussed locations and designs
for 16 future benches along the Scenic
pathway, no one objected, and the plan was
approved.

But now some who live in the area
and who tend to the path as volunteers are
demanding the city stop the addition of any
benches.

Numerous emails and letters came in
this week from people complaining about
the commission’s decision, which was
made to streamline the process for anyone
who wants to dedicate a bench — includ-
ing donating the funds — to a loved one.
The half-mile pathway already contains
37 benches in three different styles, and
planning commissioners decided new
ones should be clustered alongside them
in matching styles, whether half-logs on
stone footings, wood slabs on stone foot-
ings, or those with backs, also on stone
footings.

Scenic Road resident Liz Morten wrote
that “bench clutter will denigrate the

PHOTO/PINE CONE FILE

beauty of this unique walkway,” and will
bring even more people to an already busy
street. She said the plan should be put on
hold until it can be reviewed by volunteer
group Carmel Cares, the forest and beach
commission and the community.

“You are not enhancing the pathway,
instead you are bulking it up with more
benches, increasing congestion and dis-
tracting from the simplicity the pathway
deserves and gives all who enjoy walking
there,” said regular Scenic walker Barbara
Oman.

Sit on the beach

Mary Westra also said more benches
would ruin the walkway. “There are plenty
of benches already — and a beach — for
those who want to linger on the pathway,”
wrote Westra, who recently moved here
and subsequently joined Carmel Cares as
a volunteer. “The beauty of the pathway is
that it is used by many walkers who gen-
erally keep moving. It does not feel con-
gested. We have enough benches and path-
ways to maintain regularly.”

Carmelo resident Sandra Berris sug-
gested allowing 16 addi-
tional memorial benches
could make way for even
more, turning the bluff
pathway into a “cemetery
of sorts.”

“With such a precedent,
just imagine a bench with
a plaque for each resident
as he/she dies,” she wrote.
“One long string of benches
undulating in a line above
our beach, perhaps gain-
ing notoriety for its length
and the ability for visitors
to accomplish ‘head-to-
toe” sleeping records in the
Guinness Book. Ludicrous,
of course.”

How many more benches should be allowed on Scenic? The plan-

ning commission says 16, buf some say zero.

See BENCH page 31A

RYAN MELCHER PROPERTIES
#1 Sotheby’s Agent in Carmel

WE ARE IN A HOT SELLER'S MARKET!

Please call me for a confidential consultation’on your home value

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

831.521.5024

N RyanMelcher.com
Ryan@ryanmelcher.com
DRE: 01897036
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SCANDINAVIA-BY-THE-SEA

CREATE A BEAUTIFUL & FUN CARMEL CHRISTMAS

Scandinavian Wool Blankets
& Fringed Throws

Celebrating Nature: It feels more
right than ever to turn to nature

for inspiration in our assortment of
Norwegian and Swedish Blankets &
Throws. We use natural raw materials
such as wool and organic cotton that
have fantastic benefits not foundin
synthetic fibers. Get cozy!

. Georg Jensen Champagne Cooler
~ & Serving Tray, Polished Steel

With its organic, sculptural form, this
minimalist stainless steel cooler is
the perfect way to keep your wine

or champagne at just the right
temperature. The tray is crafted
from mirror-polished stainless steel
and has a non-slip microfiber suede
leather lining. Skal!

, Georg Jensen HK Pill Box
325, Sterling Silver

Henning Koppel's Sterling Silver
Hinged Pill Box is built like a clam shell
and is a beautiful, miniature reflection
of his large covered fish platter.
Delivered in a Georg Jensen branded
jewelry box. Made in Denmark.

Bauhaus-Era Handmade Christmas
Ornaments, Boxed Set of 12

Designedin 1929 by the Bauhaus s

architect Johannes Gabriel, these ﬁ '%‘ E t

ornaments represent the costume Q ' 6 g o
; L

s Bl whih hed 1 dances, Ty iy

Crafted of maple wood by hand in the L ¢ * ' '

Black Forest of Germany. L {

Swedish Christmas Tomte with Felted Wool Hats & Gotland Wool Beards

The Scandinavian Jul Tomte bring warmth and good luck to the home. These
authentic handmade Swedish characters will add that Christmas spirit to your
entry, mantel or table. A cheerful reminder of Scandinavian Christmas heritage,
culture and mythology. Handmade in Sweden.

A A

VELKOMMEN!
Tuesday through Saturday 11 -4
831-620-0123 | carmel(@fjorn.com

ZI'n.com

scandinavian

Courtyard of the Pine Inn Hotel
Ocean Avenue & Lincoln
Carmel-by-the-Sea California

“FJORN: a where-have-you-been-all-my-life Scandinavian shop.” - 7X7 San Francisco
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Jerry Solomon \
Master Barber

N
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Tuesday to Friday 8:30 to 5:30 \
Saturday 8:30 to 3:00
Located in Morgan Court \

A
Chtmel Pusts

BAER-47) (TR
-

On Lincoln St,

Between Ocean Ave. & 7" Ave.

Suite 6, Carmel-by-the-Sea
831-375-8571

. U U U Y

(831) 385-4000
100 Airport Drive,
King City
Delivery Available

www.carmelstone.biz clarkscarmelstone@yahoo.com

HOLIDAY SALE - (5% DISCOUNT
FRENCH TABLECLOTHS

Dishtowels / Runners / Napkins / Olivewood / Biot GLASS

Showroom OPEN FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11-4

605a California Ave, Surprising SAND CITY
Hwy 1 to exit 403 (Hwy 218-Seaside) follow to Del Monte Blvd. Turn left. Continue to Contra Costa St.
Turn left. Follow until it dead-ends at California Ave. Turn right. 605 is just past City Hall. Phone: 392-7787

A trusted name on the Monterey Peninsula
for nearly 50 years!

Terry McGowan 831.236.7251

TerryMcGowan.com
terry.mcgowan@sothebyshomes.com

GRI, CRS, ABR, SRS, e-Pro, SRES ~ DRE: 01126129

Sotheby’s

. ) . |
INTERNATIONAL REALTY Helping you reach your real estate goals since 1991!

To advertise in The Carmel Pine Cone Real Estate Section
contact jung@carmelpinecone.com
(831) 274-8646

SPCA

Meonterey County

\;’K X
_ Changing Lives

Maxi 4 years old

Hi, 'm Maxie, and I'm 4 years old. I was

a stray in Seaside when the SPCA rescued
me. I am a little
shy right now, but
I promise that will
change. Please take
me home, and 1 will
love you uncondi-
tionally.

Kitties of the Week

TW'I:X 2 years old

Hello, my name is Twix, and I'm 2 years
old! T came to the SPCA because my
owner could no longer care for me. I am
a little nervous
right now, but I
" promise that will
' change. Therefore,
I would prefer to
live in a household
without children or
other cats.

SPCA for Monterey County Veterinary clinic is taking appointments
for spay/neuter! Go to www.spcamec.org to make an appointment online.

Call us at (831) 373-2631 for more information about adopting Maxi & Twix.
Sponsored by Friends of All Cats

www.SPCAmc.org
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Police &
Sheriff’s Log

Picnic inexplicably abandoned

HERE’S A look at some of the signifi-
cant calls logged by the Carmel-by-the-Sea
Police Department and the Monterey County
Sheriff’s Office last week. This week’s log
was compiled by Mary Schley.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 14

Pacific Grove: Dog owner on Del Monte
was bitten by own dog.

Carmel area: Resident reported theft
of bicycle from a locked garage on Portola
Road.

Pacific Grove: Vehicle vs. deer on Forest.

Pacific Grove: Found ID card on Ocean
View Boulevard.

Carmel area: Deputies responded to a
report of theft on Pescadero Road.

Carmel area: A 32-year-old male at Point
Lobos was cited and released for vehicle bur-
glary and several other criminal charges.

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Dispatched to a
welfare check of an elderly female at Lincoln
and Eighth who needed assistance with rou-
tine activities and access to social services.
Ongoing issue with female and local social

service organization. Subject given a courte-
sy transport via a rideshare service.

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Outside assist cour-
tesy report for a stolen cell phone and theft of
a credit account.

Pacific Grove: Domestic dispute on
Lighthouse Avenue. Parties agreed to sepa-
rate for the remainder of the evening. Infor-
mation only.

Pacific Grove: Subject on Gibson was
placed on a hold for being a danger to others.

Pacific Grove: Unknown subject stabbed
a victim while walking on the rec trail. Vic-
tim was transported to the hospital for his in-
juries. Ongoing investigation. (A 29-year-old
male transient was later identified as the sus-
pect and was arrested and taken to Monterey
County Jail.)

Pebble Beach: Possible physical abuse of
a minor on 17 Mile Drive.

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 16

Carmel-by-the-Sea: Possible theft of

mail on Monterey Street.

See POLICE LOG page 12RE
in the Real Estate Section

The gavel falls

Verdicts, pleas and sentencings announced by
Monterey County District Attorney Jeannine Pacioni

Sept. 24 — After a two-week jury trial,
Salinas Valley State Prison inmates Brian
Curtis Pacheco, 40, and Jason D. Partee,
42, were found guilty of attempted willful,
deliberate and premeditated murder, assault
by prisoners serving life with malice afore-
thought, and possession of weapons by state
prisoners with allegations they personally
used deadly weapons.

On Sept. 14, 2017, at 11 a.m., correc-
tional officers on SVSP’s C 1 yard observed
inmates Pacheco and Partee striking inmate
Manual Gonzalez, who was lying defense-
less on his back, with inmate-manufactured
stabbing weapons. Officers testified that as
they moved to help Gonzalez, inmate Partee
turned and stabbed Gonzalez several more
times in the neck before he surrendered with
inmate Pacheco. The jury heard evidence
that officers found inmate Gonzalez non-re-
sponsive, lying in a pool of blood with more
than 25 stab wounds, including punctures to
his chest and stomach and gashes to his neck
and throat. Two inmate-manufactured stab-
bing weapons were recovered at the scene.
Officers further testified to finding a weapon
sheath next to inmate Pacheco and a hidden
pocket, consistent with a concealed weapon,

on inmate Partee’s clothing.

In a separate trial, the Honorable Sam La-
vorato Jr., who also presided over the jury tri-
al, found that inmate Pacheco had seven pri-
or strike convictions and inmate Partee had
eight prior strikes. Lavorato will pronounce
sentence on Jan. 28, 2022. Under California’s
three strikes law, each defendant faces a min-
imum sentence of an additional consecutive
27 years to life in prison, with a maximum
of 37 years to life for inmate Pacheco and 45
years to life for inmate Partee.

Oct. 11 — After a three-week trial that was
delayed by Covid, a Monterey County Jury
found Amy Agtarap, 57, of Lemoore, guilty
of 12 felonies including counts of grand theft
and forgery. Judge Mark Hood will sentence
the defendant, who faces a maximum sen-
tence of 10 years and four months.

The investigation began with a victim fil-
ing a complaint with the Monterey County
District Attorney’s Office real estate fraud
unit. The defendant was investigated for run-
ning an unlicensed mortgage modification
business. Additionally, she illegally charged
upfront fees. Numerous victims through-

See GAVEL page 19A

WANTED [ &<

BUYING

Auctions of Carmel is now open for business. Buying fine art, jewelry, mens watches, designer
purses & luggage, gold & silver coins, sterling silver, Native American baskets, pottery & rugs
and objects of art. Go to GraystoneAuctions.com and click Auctions to view our real estate

and personal property sales. Graystone Realty & Auction, Inc.

D&’(IT B(lﬂ’y

BY LARRY MESLER

Dear Larry, | have a vase with OBK on the bottom, can you tell me who manufactured the

vase? - Elizabeth in Carmel

Dear Elizabeth, You have a pottery vase made by the Overbeck sisters from Cambridge

City, Indiana.

Submit your questions to Larry@GraystoneAuctions.com

Graystone Realty & Auction, Inc.

Estate, Downsizing & Inventory Specialist

DRE#02103680

831-277-1882 ¢+ GraystoneAuctions.com
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AUCTION STARTS TODAY, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3 AT 9AM
(Closes Wednesday, December 8 at 9pm)

Please share this link Proxy bidding is available.
with friends and family. Please call 624-1588 for details.

Check out these free 5-minute videos to spice up your holidays and help you shine when entertaining

friends and family. Simply go to our bidding site https://CF.ggo.bid and click on the video link on the right side.
— FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3 —

» Holiday Drink, Appetizer and Dessert using CBD or THC with Big Sur Canna+Botanicals »
E;? — MONDAY, DECEMBER 6 — E;?

Charcuterie and Cheeseboards with Chef Boris from La Playa Carmel

— WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8 —
“Festivus” Holiday Cocktail with Anthony from The Starlight Rooftop Lounge at Vesuvio

A special thank you to our sponsors and the many businesses that donated to the auction.

| Experience Integrity Results | NOLAND .
HAMERLY Sullwater v
ETIENNE Capital Management S T
FENTON & KELLER HOSS = Bl

Attorneys at Law

JAY

ASPIREHEALTHPLAN

.." ® :‘ \‘b
MIC HAEL & ALEXIS MAS ON % l I B S Certified Pu|r;ic .m:[ountams & Cur\sull;:lsLL g{/',c

The

CARMEL

FOUNDATION
Proceeds of the auction benefit the many vital programs of The Carmel Foundation. Celebrating 71 years

Attorneys at Law
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*CLOTHING
L *HANDBAGS
o
*ACCESSORIES

~EWELRY
*SHOES

*GIFTS

208 Crossroad Blvd, Carmel | 831-626-2665

__ BRING IN THIS AD
AND RECEIVE

When you think of trust, 12",

Must have ad to

Think of usl | o

St Se |
= Clssorsie: W
831.624.4697 .—% :
Full service pet grooming — Concierge service.
Grooming products are all natural,

100% Phosphate Free i
To know us, is to trust us. What are you waiting for2

223 Crossroads Blvd., Carmel
www.sudsandscissorsinc.com

Your pets trust us,

Shouldn't you? AR TSNS $sroads Carmel
X ' lulas. 244 Crnssroa_ds Blvd.

The
CROSSROADS

CARMEL

LOVE WHATZ2t DISCOVER
SHOPS . RESTAURANTS . SERVICE . WINE

HWY 1 @ RIO RD, CARMEL, CA 93923 831.625.4106 ﬁ‘ THECROSSROADSCARMEL.COM
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Prisoner sues county sheriff,
claims he was beaten in jail

By KELLY NIX

A FORMER Monterey County Jail
inmate — who is now serving more than
three decades in a state prison for lewd
acts with a child and assault — is suing
the Monterey County sheriff over injuries
he claims he sustained in a
jailhouse beating last year.

In a civil complaint
filed Nov. 22 in Monterey
County  Superior Court,
James Paul Andrew Torfa-
son, 43, contends that on
Aug. 5, 2020, an inmate,
who is not identified, bat-
tered him for several min-
utes without any interven-
tion from sheriff’s deputies.

He blames the assault on
Sheriff Steve Bernal, who
said Thursday he could not
comment on the suit.

“| suffered multiple con-
tusions, lumps and bruises
to my face, head and body,
as well as a concussion,” according to Tor-
fason’s lawsuit, in which he’s representing
himself.

Torfason alleges there was no response
because the deputy assigned to “the tower”
was not there at the time of the beating, and
that two other deputies assigned to monitor
the floor “failed to make sure the dorm was
safe in their routine walk-through.”

Bernal failed to properly train and made
sure his deputies followed jail procedures,
according to Torfason, whose handwritten
statement was included in court documents.

James Torfason

He also lists a deputy assigned to the
jail as a defendant in the lawsuit.

The deputy, he claims, told him that
other jailers didn’t respond to the attack
because “no one was in the tower at the
time of the assault.”

Torfason alleges Bernal was negligent
and cites “oppression” in
the complaint, which could
make him eligible for puni-
tive damages, something
he is seeking.

Criminal history

Since 2000, Torfason
has been accused of or
charged with numerous
crimes in Monterey County,
including lewd acts with a
child, attempted lewd acts
with a boy younger than 14
and molestation of a boy
younger than 18, according
to court records. Torfason
is serving 34 years in Sali-
nas Valley State Prison.

His lawsuit includes a corroborating
statement by John Fickas, a former fellow
jail inmate who witnessed the attack.

“The assault lasted approximately two
to three minutes, and no deputies ever
responded during or after the assault,”
Fickas claims.

Fickas, 50, a former North Salinas
High School junior varsity field hockey
team coach, was sentenced in January to
more than 28 years in prison for raping
two women and sexually assaulting two
15-year-old girls, and other crimes.
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Happy Clients

“ MY EXPERIENCE WITH TIM ALLEN PROPERTIES
was everything you would ask for in a real estate
purchase. | have purchased several homes over
the years and therefore | can tell when a company
is first rate. This crew is first rate. They were
honest, helpful, always quick to respond, and they
kept the process moving forward after our offer
was accepted. They are also delightful people to
work with. They are familiar with the excellent
inspectors/contractors and were able to get
appointments in the necessary time frame. They
get five stars on all levels. | highly recommend
them without any reservations! ,’
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“The Community
Foundation is a design
studio for philanthropy

that invites you to
pull up a chair at the
table..You would be
simply amazed at the
possibilities.”

—Bill Tyler, Scholarship and
Donor Advised Fundholder

Read more: cfmco.org/BillTyler

Design your giving plan. We can help.

Donor Advised Funds « Charitable Estate Planning (CGAs, CRTs)
IRA Charitable Distributions  Family Philanthropy
Scholarships & More

Here for Good
Community Foundation

for Monterey County
831.375.9712 | cfmco.org | f¥in©@

Pinnacle Bank will be donating to local community
organizations to help those in need and show our
gratitude for the support of our wonderful clients.

Olishing yu the
happiest of holidays!

Serving Monterey, Santa Clara
and San Benito Counties.

nnnnnn

8A The Carmel Pine Cone

December 3, 2021

Water management district needs
help redrawing election regions

By KELLY NIX

THE PENINSULA’S water agency is
seeking nine people to serve on a volunteer
commission that will be responsible for
redrawing voter boundaries for the 2022
election.

Because the 2020 census shows that
more than minor adjustments are needed
to evenly distribute the population of the
Monterey Peninsula among the water man-
agement district’s five regions, the voting
areas must be redrawn, the water district
said.

To do that, the public agency needs res-
idents who live within its boundaries to
help.

Applicants will be asked to issue state-
ments of interest to the board for consider-
ation and final selection for the Redistrict-
ing Advisory Commission. Statements are
due by Jan. 7, 2022.

“Water knowledge is not important,”
Stoldt told The Pine Cone when asked
about possible qualifications of applicants.
“Redistricting is more about keeping voter
rights intact.”

$45K for consultant

While the water district prior to 1993
used at-large elections, in April of that year
the panel established five voting divisions.

Water district directors will appoint
participants from their divisions, and the
mayoral and county representatives for
the board will appoint one each from their
city or supervisorial districts, according to
the water district. Additionally, the board

as a whole will agree on two at-large
participants.

The commission will start meeting in
January and wrap up its duties by April of
next year. It is expected that commission-
ers will meet at least three times.

The commission will be helped by
a consulting a company called Lapkoff
and Gobalet Demographic Research Inc.,
which Stoldt said would be paid $45,000
plus out-of-pocket expenses for its
services.

Once approved, the new map will be
used for board elections until the next cen-
sus in 2030.

Stoldt said district lines would be
adopted using the following criteria:

B Geographically contiguous districts,

B The geographic integrity of local
neighborhoods or communities shall be
respected in a manner that minimizes its
division

B Geographic integrity of a city shall
be respected in a manner that minimizes its
division

B Easily identifiable boundaries that
follow natural or artificial barriers (rivers,
streets, highways, rail lines, etc.), and

B Lines shall be drawn to encourage
geographic compactness.

In addition, boundaries shall not be
drawn for purposes of favoring or discrim-
inating against a political party.

Candidacy statements for prospective
members of the commission should be sent
to water board clerk Joel G. Pablo at joel@
mpwmd.net or by mail at 5 Harris Court,
Bldg. G, Monterey, CA 93940.

Be prepared for emergencies —
register your phone number
at www.alertmontereycounty.org

-~

PINN/\CLE BANK

PREMIER BUSINESS BANKING VALLEY TO VALLEY

(888) 485-7050 e www.pinnacle.bank
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Trashcan lids, chewing gum, stop
signs, dead plants and benches

By MARY SCHLEY

THE CITY’S inaugural “Beautifi-
cation Week,” which had city workers,
volunteers, residents and business owners
doing a lot of scraping, cleaning, weeding
and washing to make downtown a more
beautiful place during the last week of
October, was a success, according to plan-
ning director Brandon Swanson. But he
wants the next one to be bigger, better and
more organized.

“The next Beautification Week will be
planned more in advance and advertised to
a wider audience, which will allow for the
selection of more defined projects, and an
opportunity for more people to participate
if they are interested,” he said.

But the first go-round saw a lot done,
Swanson noted. Among other things,
employees and volunteers:

B Cleaned 25 trash cans and cigarette
receptacles

B Replaced damaged trashcan decals

B Cleaned seven map display cases

PHOTO,/BRANDON SWANSON

Cleve Waters with the public works department adjusts lights in the
Ocean Avenue medians as part of October’s Beautification Week.
Planning director Brandon Swanson is holding the flashlight.

2

B Replaced three squirrel cans and five
lids

B Removed the damaged bench at Lin-
coln and Eighth

B Lowered and repaired sidewalk pav-
ers at three trouble spots

B Removed “close to 100 pieces of
chewing gum” from sidewalks

B Trimmed vegetation at stop signs

B Removed dead vegetation from
Ocean Avenue medians and adjusted lights

B Washed all the Ocean Avenue
sidewalks

B Scraped and cleaned stickers and
graffiti off all the street signs on Ocean

B Began rebuilding the wooden frames
around the stop signs.

Parklet rents — which will be charged
to restaurants with outdoor dining on pub-
lic property through at least mid-January
2022 and generate around $38,000 per
month — covered the costs of all the sup-
plies and materials, as well as overtime,
according to Swanson. The week’s efforts
supplemented what the public works
department handles daily.

“Beautification =~ Week
really was a way to focus
everyone’s efforts in a con-
centrated area and demon-
strated what can be accom-
plished when volunteers
and city staff work together
on a common goal,” he said,
and the improvements are
noticeable and generated a
lot of positive responses.

“We plan to make this a
recurring event every three
or four months,” he said,
with the next one coming in
early 2022. People who are
interested in participating
can sign up for updates at
ci.carmel.ca.us.

UNDER CONSTRUCTION OPPORTUNITY

3104 FLAVIN LANE, PEBBLE BEACH

-'&::-.

3 Beds, 3.5 Baths = 1.09 acres = $4,500,000 = PebbleNewBulld com

PURCHASE NOW ¢ PICK YOUR FINISHES.

Approved ¢ Permitted ADU with 2 Beds, 2 Baths, Living Room ¢ Kitchen
can be added at additional cost.

Call Judie For A Private Showing.

JUDIE PROFETA
831.601.3207

. MANAGING DIRECTOR | BROKER ASSOCIATE
h Judie@TheProfetaTeam.com DRrE#00703550

CARMEL REALTY COMPANY
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GET AWAY &
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WE’RE GIVING AWAY CARLOADS OF CASH!
OVER $22,000 EVERY THURSDAY & FRIDAY!
DRAWINGS ARE AT 8PM, 9PM & 10PM

GRAND FINALE TWO CAR GIVEAWAY
FRIDAY, DEC 24 AT 10PM

”
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Let’s Celebratel

MAKE YOUR HOLIDAY RESERVATIONS TODAY

ST E ARG HEIY . Se6
FOR RESERVATIONS GO TO CHUKCHANSIGOLD.COM

CHUKCHANSI GOLD
A

/\

RESORT & CASINO

Hwy 41 North To Coarsegold | chukchansigold.com | 866.794.6946

Must be 21 years of age or older to be on property, including restaurants and hotel. All guests must have a valid government-issued photo D acceptable to management and be a Chukchansi Rewards Club Member for any and all transactions. Management
reserves all rights to cancel or modify all offers, promotions and/or events without prior notice. Restrictions and exclusions may apply, please visit website for further details. Masks are optional (not required if vaceinated). Visit out websits for What o Expect During Your Visit:
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MONTEREY COUNTY REGIONAL FIRE CHIEF MIKE URQUIDES RETIRING

B Longtime deputy fire marshal
also leaving
By MARY SCHLEY

AF TER DECADES in the fire service — most of it
with the Monterey County Regional Fire District cov-
ering Carmel Valley and parts of Salinas — Chief Mike
Urquides will retire at the end of the year. He’s held the top
position in the department for nearly 16 years and is one
of the few who’s worked in every rank in the department.

“The average fire chief is usually in for five years,” he
said Wednesday. “T’ve tripled that, and it’s like any leader-
ship role,” where new blood is needed at some point.

“I’ve done three five-year strategic plans, and some-
times it’s time for new innovation, new leadership, a new
voice,” he said.

Urquides, 53, is a lifelong Monterey County resident
who attended River School for a couple of years, then pub-
lic schools in Pacific Grove and high school in Salinas. He

LAST CHANCE

There’s more .
Medicare waiting

for you

said he always knew he wanted to be a firefighter.

“It was a passion in high school, when I was in the
regional occupational training program,” at Salinas High,
he said. “I had the desire, and I was really fortunate to get
hired right out of high school.”

A volunteer first

He worked as a seasonal firefighter for Cal Fire and
volunteered at what was then called Salinas Rural Fire
Protection District before getting hired on as a firefighter
in 1990. He worked in every position in the department
and was ultimately promoted to chief in 2006.

“I’ve been very fortunate to work where I was born
and raised,” said Urquides, who lives on River Road near
Pine Canyon — and was evacuated during the River Fire
in 2020.

Soon after taking the top spot, Urquides spearheaded the
effort to train the department’s firefighters as paramedics

See RETIRE page 31A

PHOTO,/COURTESY MIKE UROU!DES

Fire Chief Mike Urquides testified at a California Senate hearing in
2019 on a bill to prohibit hiring private companies for dispatching.

Truth is, your Medicare options are not all the same.

See how you can GET MORE with Aspire Health Plan:

Co-pays as low as $0

Over-the-counter allowance

Preventive dental

=
=@

Prescription drug coverage

Fitness benefit with access to local gyms,

including Montage Wellness Center
Transportation to in-network appointments

Take a fresh look and see what you might be missing from Medicare.

COME TO A SEMINAR TODAY, IN PERSON OR VIRTUALLY.

Call (855) 902-0419 (TTY: 711) to RSVP or visit
www.aspirehealthplan.org/seminars

Medicare Open Enroliment
DEADLINE IS TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7

A

ASPIRE

in collaboration with

PLAN O]

Health

MONTAGE (-+_) %Iielr%z(l; r }/1&11

Y Healthcare System

Aspire Health Plan is a Medicare Advantage HMO plan sponsor with a Medicare contract. Enroliment in Aspire Health Plan depends on
contract renewal. Aspire Health Plan complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color,
national origin, age, disability, or sex. For accommodations of persons with special needs at meetings call (855) 5/0-1600 (TTY users call /1).
Other providers are available in our network. H8/64 MKT AEPad 0921 M
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CARMEL VALLEY ASSOCIATION

WE NEED YOUR HELP
TO PROTECT OUR NEIGHBORHOODS!

A well-funded group of Short-Term Rental owners and managers recently has taken out ads
attempting to discredit Supervisor Mary Adams’ effort to address the impacts of unpermitted

vacation rentals in the 5th District. The ads are misleading, histrionic and filled with erroneous
information about a proposed action to enforce existing regulations on transient use of residential properties.

The number of Vacation Rentals (formerly known as Short-Term Rentals STRS) has increased dramatically
during the inexplicably 7 long years taken to develop a Vacation Rental Ordinance with effective enforcement.

According to county staff, there are more than 600 identified vacation rentals in Monterey County, of which
only 24 properties have required permits. The overwhelming majority of these unpermitted Vacation Rentals
are in the 5th District, including Carmel Valley.

At its last meeting, at the urging of 5th District Supervisor Mary Adams, the Board of Supervisors unanimously
took the first step to deal with this urgent problem. The Board directed county staft to take action to enforce the
existing regulations on Short Term Rentals in the 5th District. The response by the Monterey County Board of

Supervisors is to be commended.

This enforcement action is to determine how resources will be allocated to enforce existing regulations.
Additionally, enforcement will serve to provide information on how vacation rentals can be effectively regulated
and the best enforcement practices for potential inclusion in the final Vacation Rental Ordinance.

Immediate enforcement is also needed because, according to county staft, it may take more than another year
to develop an effective Vacation Rental Ordinance. If there is no control exerted now, the negative impacts of
vacation rentals will continue to grow:

HOTEL, RESORT, AND MOTEL BUSINESSES WILL SUFFER.

THE NUMBER OF LONG - TERM RENTALS AVAILABLE FOR PEOPLE WHO LIVE
AND WORK HERE WILL DECREASE, AND RENTS WILL CONTINUE TO RISE.

THE QUALITY OF LIFE FOR RESIDENTS WILL FURTHER DECLINE AS RESIDENTIAL
NEIGHBORHOODS BECOME DE-FACTO COMMERCIAL ZONES.

CVA believes that the enforcement of current regulations is critically important to maintaining the
residential character of our neighborhoods. Not surprisingly, a group representing the owners and managers of
Vacation Rentals is trying to stop enforcement.

Our opponents are well-funded by vacation rental owners, guests, managers, and national and international
investors. They are soliciting more funds to defeat any attempt to enforce existing regulations.

That’s why we need you to take action to fight back now. Please write a letter to the Board of Supervisors.Their
addresses are on our website at www.carmelvalleyassociation.org. Also plan to voice your support for the
enforcement of the existing regulations for Short Term Rentals at the next Board of Supervisor’s meeting on
December 8, 2021. You could make the difference!

Thank you for helping to protect our residential neighborhoods
and to preserve the rural character of Carmel Valley.

CARMEL VALLEY ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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800 miles from home, wolf is killed on 1-5

By CHRIS COUNTS

THE INSPIRING story of a wolf with a serious case
of wanderlust turned tragic last week when a young male
known to researchers as OR-93 was found dead near Lebec
after he was hit by a car. The San Bernardino County site
was more than 800 miles from the wolf’s home.

“On the afternoon of Nov. 10, the Oregon Department
of Fish and Wildlife received a phone call from a truck
driver who witnessed the deceased wolf along a dirt trail
near a frontage road running parallel to I-5,” California
Fish and Wildlife reported. “A warden responded to the
scene to collect the carcass, which was quickly identified
as OR-93 because of its collar.”

A necropsy was done at the Wildlife Health Laboratory
in Rancho Cordova.

“The wolf had significant tissue trauma to the left rear
leg and a dislocated knee as well as soft tissue trauma to
the abdomen,” A report concluded. “The injuries were
deemed to be caused by a vehicle strike.”

The lone and lost wolf was originally part of what’s
known as the White River pack, which is based in Oregon
east of Salem and north of Bend. Oregon Fish and Wildlife
put a radio collar on him two summers ago. He attracted
media attention when it was reported that he crossed into
California last January.

The journey begins

The agency successfully tracked him through at least
16 counties until early April, but lost track of him near the
border between Monterey and San Luis Obispo counties.

In late August, researchers discovered footage showing
a wolf resembling OR-93 in southwest Kern County, but
the footage dated back to mid-May.

It’s roughly 800 miles by car between there and Lebec,
but OR-93’s route zigzagged through Oregon and Califor-
nia, no doubt adding many hundreds of miles to the trip.

While the wolf’s voyage was extraordinary, it wasn’t
unique.

See WOLF page 30A
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Military officers assoc.
celebrates 50 years

By ELAINE HESSER

FOR SOME, 1971 feels like yesterday — how could
it be 50 years since high school graduation or that first job?

For the Monterey County Military Officers Associa-
tion, which received its charter from the Military Officers
Association of America on Dec. 15 of that year with 299
members, it marked the origin of a group that’s withstood
the tests of time and Covid, not to mention the closure of
Fort Ord, which once produced a steady supply of new
members.

Dick Barratt, a retired Army lieutenant colonel who
taught at the Naval Postgraduate School, is the group’s
president — or “president for life,” some say, only partly
in jest. He’s held the post for 13 years and said he wanted
to stick with it through the pandemic and its aftermath, as
did the rest of the organization’s leadership team.

Barratt does what good leaders do. He gives a lot of
credit to other officers and board members. “They’re all
leaders, all real good people,” he said, noting that the
former editor of the group’s newsletter was 96 before he
passed it on to someone else.

Involved for veterans

According to Doug Hartman, the association’s histo-
rian, the last surviving member from World War II died in
2020. As the group ages, new members are needed.

Hartman and Barratt said it’s open to all officers — not
just those who are retired or served in wartime — from
eight branches of service. In addition to the Army, Navy,
Air Force and Marines, officers from the Coast Guard,
NOAA’s Commissioned Corps, the U.S. Public Health
Service Commissioned Corps and Space Force are wel-
come. “We’re the third-largest veterans’ group, after the
American Legion and VFW,” Barratt said.

Members recently resumed luncheon meetings, where
Hartman said they hear presentations by speakers from
NPS, club members and representatives of veterans’
groups, as well as folks from the Monterey County Sher-
iff’s Office, the Food Bank for Monterey County and other
nonprofits. The organization has a college scholarship
program and supports the Junior Reserve Officer Training
Corps at five local high schools.

In addition, Hartman said, “The group is actively
involved with many local Monterey area military organi-
zations including the Veterans Transition Center, the Navy
League, the Ord Military Community, Veterans Issues
Advisory Committee, Central Coast Veterans Cemetery
Foundation, Monterey County Military/Veterans Affairs
Office, the Fort Ord Area Retired Soldiers Council and the
United Veterans Council.”

Backup, support

Barratt explained that the association is involved with
veterans’ issues because members feel an obligation to
continue to take care of the troops — active and former
enlisted and noncommissioned officers and their families
— just as they did when they were on active duty. “We’re
part of the same brotherhood,” Hartman said. Barratt
added, “We’re continuing to lead.”

That “brotherhood,” of course, includes women — the
U.S. military began integrating women into its regular
ranks in the late 1970s and early 1980s, but they have
served in separate branches like the Women’s Army Corps,
Women of the Air Force, WAVES (Women Accepted for
Volunteer Emergency Service in the Navy), the Marine
Corps Women’s Reserve and in other roles for decades.
The Monterey County Military Officers Association
counts nine women who were active duty officers among
its 75 members.

Barratt noted that the group is reaching out to young
officers and their families at NPS “to give them backup
support” during their time here — two years at most. He
said that they’re invited to be part of the organization
and the chapter allows them to join at no charge. Officers
attending DLI are also welcome.

Hartman said that active or former officers who want
more information should contact Louise Goetzelt, mem-
bership chair, at (831) 717-4469. “Come join with other
people who understand the military and have similar expe-
riences,” Hartman said. “It’s a strong bond.”

PHOTO,/COURTESY MOCO MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOC.

Monterey County Military Officers Association chapter president
Richard Barratt, shown with the group’s chaplain, Michael Bowhay.
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Christmas Quen Houde Shopping Event @
December 11th, 2021 from 11 am-5 pm

C%am,aag/ze & Cookied

Melanie’s Pebble Beach Home
22 Poppy Lane, Pebble Beach

THE pllace for the BECT Holiday Shopping

Bring your most fun friends and explore treasures
offered by Unique Vendors from across the country!
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Help the animals of the Central Coast, as these
merchants will donate 20% of your purchase to
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MOBILE SPAY AND NEUTER

If you have anqesons, please call
925.895.8531
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Man, 21, arrested for stabbing, making threats

PINE CONE STAFF REPORT

THE MAN was who was arrested for stabbing one
person and threatening another in Big Sur last week has
been identified as 21-year-old Erric Allen Bliss.

The incident happened on Garrapata Ridge in the Palo
Colorado Canyon area Nov. 26 shortly before noon.

According to Monterey County Sheriff’s Cmdr. Derrel
Simpson, Bliss was living with his grandmother, who was
having problems with him. Simpson said the grandmother
reached out to a friend, Scott Thompson, and asked him to
speak with Bliss. Shortly after the two began to talk, Bliss
attacked Thompson with a knife, the report indicated, and
the grandmother called 911.

Simpson said Thompson, who is 57, tried to pin Bliss to

the ground but was unable to wrestle the knife away, and
was repeatedly stabbed during the effort.

When police and medical personnel arrived on scene,
Bliss was uncooperative, the sherift’s office said, but soon
deputies were able to handcuff him.

“He had a knife in his hand,” Simpson observed. “He
also had a fireplace poker. They had to fight with him.”

After Thompson was stabbed, a tourniquet was applied
by emergency responders to stop the bleeding, and he was
transported to the hospital.

“He was saturated with blood,” the sheriff’s office
said. “He had a pretty substantial stab wound on his bicep,
along with smaller cuts on his arms and face.”

Bliss was charged with attempted murder, battery with
serious injury, elder abuse and making criminal threats.

YOU ARE HERE

Andy Nygard | 831-915-2863
hauteshelter.com
Haute Shelter Property Management Inc.
DRE # 02065719
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PUT YOUR TRUST in the Doctor who is the local expert
in Laser Cataract Surgery. Dr. Philip Penrose offers his
patients customized, highly effective treatments. For many
of his cataract patients, Dr. Penrose recommends cataract
surgery with premium intraocular lenses (IOLs). When
patients have their clouded natural lenses replaced with
premium [OLs, they usually appreciate better vision with

EYE M.D. MONTEREY at Ryan Ranch
21 Upper Ragsdale Dr. / Suite 201
Monterey, CA 93940

831.324.4730

Laser Cataract Surgery from the Local Expert

Committed to the Health of Your Eyes

EYE M.D.

MONTEREY

eyemdmonterey.com

EYE EXAMS | LASER CATARACT SURGERY | LASIK | PRK | GLAUCOMA TREATMENT | COUTURE VISION OPTICAL

.

less dependence on glasses. Dr. Penrose is an expert
laser cataract surgeon, and uses the femtosecond laser as
a very precise tool in creating an opening to the cataract
(the capsulorhexis) and placing incisions in the cornea

to correct for astigmatism. EYE M.D. MONTEREY
provides compassionate, high quality eye care.

Come see for yourself.

EYE M.D. MONTEREY on Cass
880 Cass St. / Suite 105
Monterey, CA 93940
831.373.0183

P.G. parks in need of
TLC, report says

By KELLY NIX

WHILE MOST of Pacific Grove’s public parks are
in adequate or good condition, some of them are in bad
shape or need upgrading, according to an inventory of 20
city parks.

The city’s recreation board in November 2020 eval-
uated the condition of restrooms, benches, picnic tables,
drinking fountains, landscaping, fencing, barbecue grills
and other park amenities.

Public works superintendent Daniel Gho was expected
to provide an overview of the report to the P.G. City Coun-
cil Wednesday.

“A majority of the park assets are in either adequate or
good condition,” Gho said. “However, with some parks
and amenities being newer or recently improved, and
others being much older and requiring a higher level and
frequency of maintenance, the rating of asset types varies
from location to location.”

Some parks, though, have “fallen below minimum
maintenance standards” and require renovation, accord-
ing to Gho, who recommended a “comprehensive evalua-
tion” of the city’s parks to identify when and where major
improvements should be made.

Rating system

Board members used a scoring system, from 1 to 5, to
rate various facilities at the parks.

Trash receptacles, signs, ball fields and playground
equipment were also evaluated.

For example, at Caledonia Park, one of the city’s most
popular parks, the board gave mostly 3s for the condi-
tion of its restrooms, drinking fountains, benches, picnic
tables, fencing, walking path, garbage bins, landscaping,
playground and swings.

Nearby Jewell Park received a 4 for its three benches, 3
for its walking path and trees, and a 5 for lighting.

Popular Lovers Point got a 5 for its restrooms —
although the recreation board noted that signs would help
people find them — and 4s for its benches, picnic tables,

See TLC page 30A
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We'll make your heart go
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Same-week appointments. No referral necessary.
Told you so.

I Hypertension I Heart valve disorders I Arrhythmias
I High cholesterol I Heart failure I Lifestyle medicine
I Coronary artery disease I Cardiomyopathy

CARDIOLOGY
IQ_I M O NT/\G E 30 Garden Court, Suite B, Monterey

» Medical Group (831) 800-8806
montagemedicalgroup.org/heartcare
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LAWSUIT

From page 1A

employees’ religious and medical exemp-
tion requests.

“CHOMP’s malicious and reckless
actions are causing intense undue stress for
its former employees, who were forced to
choose between keeping their jobs, which
they love, and honoring their most deeply
held religious beliefs about life, purpose
and death,” according to the lawsuit, filed
for the plaintiffs by Santa Ana attorneys
Daniel Watkins and Parisa Fishback.

In similar denial letters issued to work-
ers, according to the suit, CHOMP said that
“after careful review and consideration,” it
determined that offering religious exemp-
tion requests would pose “a significant and
direct threat to the health and safety of our
patients,” coworkers and others.

“The blanket denial to all employees
requesting an exemption evidences an
intentional disregard of the requests and

clearly constitutes a violation of these
employees’ rights under state law,” the suit
claims.

‘Undue hardship’

Community Hospital chief human
resources officer Greg Smorzewski said
Tuesday afternoon that the hospital has
not yet been served with the complaint,
but he defended the hospital’s vaccination
mandate.

“We determined that the presence of
unvaccinated employees at work, contrac-
tors, or volunteers created an undue hard-
ship for our vulnerable patient population
and for our coworkers,” Smorzewski told
The Pine Cone.

CHOMP, he went on to say, provided
employees who requested religious exemp-
tions a six-month leave of absence, “in
which the first three months of the leave
their job is protected.”

While the lawsuit indicates the plain-
tiffs are “former employees,” Smorzewski
said the workers suing the hospital *“are
still employed and their jobs are protected

GIVE YOUR CHILD A STRONG START THIS SCHOOL YEAR!

AlphaAbacus Learning Center: Established 2003
Rachel Phillips M. A. Education
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YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT TUTORING CENTER
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Your donations go directly to
helping pets in need throughout
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Monterey County.
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Your advance registration of $40
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through the end of the year.”

Asked if the employees on leave are
being paid, he said “those who have paid
time off available have been able to use
that and keep their health benefits active. If
they had no paid leave available, then the
leave is unpaid.”

Five Community Hospital employees
and one doctor, who were able to work
entirely remotely, were granted religious
exemptions “because they do not present
an undue hardship,” he said.

Hospital spokeswoman Monica Sciuto
said CHOMP fired four of its employees
on Oct. 15 “due to non-compliance with
the vaccine mandate.”

Religious beliefs

While the CHOMP workers contend
the hospital “is not permitted to determine
which religious adherent has a ‘correct’ or
‘proper’ or ‘valid’ understanding of reli-
gious doctrine, or whether any employee’s
sincerely held religious beliefs are shared
broadly among other faithful,” Smorze-
wski said the hospital did not “question
the sincerity of any of our employees’ reli-
gious beliefs.”

One of the reasons people with reli-
gious convictions object to the Covid-19
vaccine is the connection between fetal
cells and the development of the medicine,
according to the U.S. National Library of
Medicine, a federal agency. The CHOMP
employees also make that point in their
lawsuit.

“Because all three of the currently avail-
able Covid-19 vaccines are developed and
produced from, tested with, researched on,
or otherwise connected with the aborted
fetal cell lines, plaintiffs” sincerely held
religious beliefs compel them to abstain
from accepting or injecting any of these
products into their bodies, regardless of
the perceived benefits or rationales,” the
suit says.

“Cell lines developed from past abor-
tions are used in the testing or development
of certain Covid-19 vaccines,” according
to the U.S. National Library of Medicine.

Coronavirus vaccines themselves, how-
ever, do not contain aborted fetal cells.

The civil lawsuit complaint alleges that
CHOMP did not follow California Depart-
ment of Public Health guidance for work-
ers who refuse the vaccine, which includes
twice-weekly Covid-19 testing for those
who work in acute health care facilities
and testing once a week for those in other
healthcare settings.

The CHOMP workers, who are request-
ing a jury trial, are seeking an undisclosed
amount in damages, including punitive
damages, which can be awarded in cases
involving fraud or malice, and financial
losses, including loss of earnings and other
compensation.

“The denial of any employee’s request
for a religious accommodation based upon
the views of other individuals who do not
share the employee’s beliefs is unlawful,”
according to the suit.

HISTORIC MONTEREY'S BELOVED HOLIDAY EVENT RETURNS

CHRISTMAS

DECEMBER 10 & 11, 2021
5:00-9:00 PM

Celebrate the season during this two-night
self-guided walking tour event featuring
entertainment and decor at over a dozen
historic buildings in downtown Monterey.

Tickets & Info at www.MSHPA.org

Brought to you by California State Parks &

The Monterey State Historic Park Association (MSHPA)

IN THE ADOBES

The Carmel Pine Cone

Email is the most efficient way to place the following listings and ads.

Service Directory:

Email your ad copy and artwork to: service@carmelpinecone.com
Legals:
Irma Garcia (831) 274-8645 legals@carmelpinecone.com

Calendar: calendar@carmelpinecone.com

DEADLINE FOR ABOVE SUBMISSION IS TUESDAY AT 4:00 FOR FRIDAY'S EDI-
TION

Obituaries:
Anne Papineau (831) 274-8654

anne@carmelpinecone.com




December 3, 2021 The Carmel Pine Cone 17A

Computer-analyzed video
to help detect, stop wildfires

By CHRIS COUNTS

WITH WILDFIRES becoming more
common and more deadly in California,
PG&E is turning to something that sounds
kind of scary to respond quicker to the
threat — artificial intelligence.

But before you conjure up the vision
of an army of robotic firefighters being
deployed in the Big Sur backcountry, the
technology we’re talking about here is
far less sophisticated and definitely more
benign.

The power company now has 487 HD
cameras with what it calls “Al” in oper-
ation, including one that’s located about
a mile east of Yankee Point in Carmel
Highlands.

So what separates an “Al” camera from
one that isn’t? While a regular camera cap-
tures an image, the enhanced one has the
ability to recognize certain content within
the image and send out alerts to those who
programmed it.

Deployed here

PG&E has 22 wildfire cameras in Mon-
terey County, but only two, the one in Car-
mel Highlands and another in Prunedale,
utilize the new technology.

A PG&E official said his agency is try-
ing to find ways to lower the risk of wild-
fire, which has devastated rural communi-
ties throughout the state in recent years.

“We are using every new tool and

REAL ESTATE GROUP

PLALINUM

REAL ESTATE

831.915.9710

BECKQ@PLATINUMGROUPRE.COM
BROKER DRE 01747647

Sleep Like
a Baby.

For Over 31 Years Dale Gingerich,

aka “Pops Panda” and Monterey Mattress Have

DEBBY BECK ”

technology at our disposal to improve
situational awareness and intelligence to
help mitigate and prevent wildfires,” said
Sumeet Singh, PG&E’s chief risk officer.
“Every bit of data and intelligence that
comes to us could potentially save a life.”

Software seeks out smoke

So how does the new technology help
firefighting agencies respond quicker to
wildfires?

“The software analyzes the video feed
and if it thinks it sees smoke, we receive
an alert via email and text, telling us it just
detected smoke,” explained Eric Sutphin,
who works for the utility company install-
ing the cameras. “Our analysts then pin-
point where the smoke is coming from and
determine if it’s a car fire, dumpster fire, or
even a vegetation fire. Based on the loca-
tion, we can assess for threat to the public
or PG&E facilities — the technology filters
out a significant number of false positives,
for example, ruling out dust, fog or haze.”

The enhanced camera can even detect
wisps of smoke from long distances.

In Placer County in August, one such
camera proved its worth by spotting smoke
one minute before anyone else saw it,
PG&E reported. The small fire the cam-
era captured became the River Fire, which
burned 142 structures and 2,619 acres in
Placer County.

See FIRES page 30A
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Christmas is not in danger.

The work of local artists and
makers is not stuck on a dock in
a shipping container. This is the
perfect opportunity to shop local.

Help local artists live their dream.
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COVID

From page 1A

Africa on Nov. 22, according to President
Joe Biden’s chief medical officer, Dr. An-
thony Fauci, during a White House press
briefing Wednesday. The man’s close per-
sonal contacts tested negative for the virus.

Montage Health infectious diseases
expert Martha Blum said more research
is necessary to determine the danger from
omicron.

“We are closely following the most
up-to-date scientific findings regarding the
characteristics of this latest variant, but
have to wait like everyone for the informa-
tion about vaccine and treatment efficacy
and transmissibility and virulence,” Blum
said.

Fauci said it would take about two
weeks for researchers to have definitive
information about the strain, including
how transmissible the mutation is, whether
it eludes monoclonal antibodies, and how
it reacts to vaccinated-versus-unvaccinated
people and those who have had booster
shots.

No panic yet

In the meantime, Sciuto and Moreno
urged county residents to get the Covid-19
vaccine and a booster shot when eligible.

“We know that the vaccine helps min-
imize serious illness and hospitalizations
with the delta variant, and our hope is that
it will prove helpful in reducing transmis-
sion and serious illness with omicron as
well,” Sciuto said. “We hope to know more
about this new variant as new information
is released.”

If the number of Covid hospital patients
increases dramatically due to omicron or
any other variant, Sciuto said Community
Hospital has a surge plan it can enact at any
time. The delta variant is the predominant
strain in the United States.

Representatives from the county’s four

hospitals have weekly meetings with Mon-
terey County Health Department officials
to discuss issues surrounding the Covid-19
pandemic, and omicron is now on the radar
and will be a topic for ongoing discussion,
Sciuto said.

“Currently, the hospital sends all
Covid-19 tests that are positive to Monte-
rey County so that they can test and iden-
tify the variant,” she explained. “We will
continue that practice.”

Asked if another indoor face cover-
ing mandate was in order for Monterey
County, Moreno said he would monitor
local Covid-19 metrics, including the num-
ber of hospitalizations, which was 18 at the
county’s four hospitals Wednesday.

The case rate was declining at 5.9 per
100,000 people and the test positivity rate
was stable at 2.8 percent.

“We will have to just continue to work
with our hospital representatives and see
how things progress,” Moreno said. “What
is most important is people who haven’t
been get vaccinated” and those who have
been vaccinated get the booster shot.

Gov. Gavin Newsom addressed the
presence of the variant in California in a
social media post Wednesday.

“There’s no reason to panic — but we
should remain vigilant,” Newsom said.
“That means get vaccinated. Get boosted.
Wear a mask indoors.”

Grant Colfax, San Francisco director
of health, told reporters Wednesday that
while it’s “likely” omicron is stronger
than the delta variant, there would be no
new restrictions for residents of that city.
Moreno also did not announce any new
restrictions for Monterey County.

While California’s reaction to omi-
cron has so far been muted, the Biden
administration is reportedly consider-
ing imposing stringent travel restrictions
for United States residents in light of the
strain, including forcing those who travel
abroad to quarantine for seven days after
they return. Those who disregard the rules
would be fined, according to news reports.
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COMSTOCK

From page 1A

for sale. On Nov. 21, 1925, a brief item noted that the
Comstocks were “home in Otsy-Totsyville after a visit to
Santa Rosa.”

By 1926, Hugh was well enough established to garner
93 votes (more than the incumbent, but fewer than the
winner, Ray C. DeYoe) for the Carmel Sanitary Board on
a write-in campaign. And beginning in March of that year,
articles and mentions of his work as a builder began mak-
ing The Pine Cone’s pages fairly regularly.

“Down at 12th Avenue and Dolores Street, contractor
Hugh Comstock is building for Milton H. Douzensky, an
Oakland attorney, an irregularly shaped five-room cot-
tage,” noted an item on March 20, and on May 8, an arti-
cle about the building everyone knows as The Tuck Box
included an artist’s rendering. The reporter — who strug-
gled to describe the building — referred to Comstock as
“the Builder of Dreams,” and said that the design looked
as if it was “built of dreams — of moth wings — of the
shimmer of moonlight.” And, happily, it was not “one of
those rubber-stamp things that consist chiefly of cement,
glass and right angles.”

Sign of the Blue Bird

It wasn’t built as a tea room, however — it was going
to be “Bonnie Lee’s shop, where she may chance to sell
everything from lemon drops to opera glasses,” and the
paper predicted Comstock would have a place of honor at
the store’s opening.

Comstock paid for advertising that played to his
strengths. “Your house can be unique in appearance —
both inside and out — and yet be reasonable in cost,” the
first such appeal read. A few subsequent reports of his
work appeared in ads taken out by the Builders Exchange
of Monterey County, which used them to report its mem-
bers’ business activities.

The work must have been steady and plentiful, because
on June 15, 1928, Comstock announced he was opening
a new office in El Paseo Building dedicated solely to
home-building services. And, in true Carmel fashion, he
found himself being taken to task by The Pine Cone’s edi-
tor, Perry Newberry, for planning to construct *“a second

s i — -
PHOTO,/PINE CONE FILE

Self-taught architect Hugh Comstock designed and built his first
house, Hansel, to showcase his wife's handmade dolls.

GAVEL

From page 4A

out California were identified. Many lost their homes due to
her negligence. Additional victims of her fraud were identi-
fied but were beyond the statute of limitations.

As the investigation progressed it was learned the defen-
dant filed for disability though the Social Security Admin-
istration in 2008. She claimed to be disabled and unable to
work. She collected disability pay up until 2017. Investiga-
tors with the district attorney’s office and the federal inspec-
tor general’s office seized records from 8 different bank ac-
counts, most of them opened in the name of the defendant’s
5-year-old daughter in an attempt to hide her income. It was
determined that the defendant had over $800,000 of hidden
income. Social Security found that her fraudulent claim of
disability cost taxpayers $139,000.

Not only was the defendant acting as an unlicensed real
estate agent, she also acted as an unlicensed lawyer by filing
lawsuits and bankruptcy petitions. Several of which she did
without the person’s knowledge.

The Pine Cone’s email edition:
Complete local news without
pop-ups, click bait, pay walls or banner ads —
and we don’t even harvest your data.

Subscribe at www.carmelpinecone.com

woodworking establishment on Torres Street.” Actually,
Newberry was less upset with Comstock than he was with
the city, which he accused of allowing the approval of said
shop and other projects “behind closed doors.”

Comstock continued his building, as well as manag-
ing rental properties, and made it on to the city’s Sanitary
Board along the way, too (he was president by the 1940s).
Mayotta, meanwhile, became president of the local PTA.

In January 1933, Comstock tried unsuccessfully to get
the law on his side in a case involving a sign he’d made
and sold to Elizabeth “Sammy” Sampson, a local busi-
nesswoman, on an installment plan. The woman moved
the sign from her Blue Bird Tea Garden to her mother’s
shop, the Blue Bird tea room, and for reasons that are
unclear, Comstock filed a complaint to get it back. The
judge didn’t agree and, according to The Pine Cone, “the
Blue Bird chirped,” and the case was dismissed.

With an idea that would doubtless raise eyebrows today
— not to mention blood pressures — in November 1933,
Comstock came up with a scheme to build what he called
“unit houses,” affordable homes with “a high quality of
design.” He explained that using prefabricated and stan-
dardized materials would make them easy to build and

ATRIC
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expand, and he planned to start work on a sample unit at
Ocean and San Carlos, running an ad in the paper letting
people know about it. By February 1934, the house was
open for the public’s inspection, but the larger project, in
which the builder envisioned similar homes all over town,
vanished from the pages of the paper.

‘Fair and irreplaceable’

Comstock’s involvement in his adopted city, however,
did not. In June 1941, he was re-elected to the school
board, and The Pine Cone’s reporter described him as
“a tall and dignified gentleman with a kindly smile and
a twinkle in his eye,” going on to say, “He is generally
respected and admired for his willingness to contribute to
the welfare of this community.”

When Comstock died of an embolism at the age of 57
on June 1, 1950, his obituary was on the front page of the
The Pine Cone eight days later. It described him as “just,
clean, fair and irreplaceable in the orbit of his endeav-
ors,” and lauded him not just for his buildings, but for his
involvement in the city and a home life with “the same
pattern of trueness, of the humorous, the gentle, the wise
and the absolutely fair-minded.”
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PROTEST

From page 1A

long-term rentals available for people who live and work
here will decrease. The quality of life for residents will
further decline as residential neighborhoods become de
facto commercial zones.”

all vacation rentals, but it does want an ordinance that will
bring them under control.

“We support a new ordinance that allows a reasonable
number of predominantly owner-occupied vacation rent-
als, while maintaining the residential nature of our neigh-
borhoods,” Walton said.

Is the process too difficult?
But supporters say the process to get short-term
rental permits is too onerous and too expensive, with no

The Carmel Valley Association insists it isn’t against
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guarantee for an operator that a permit will ultimately be
issued, despite a sizable investment of time and money.
They note that the program makes enforcement easy but
doesn’t do the same for getting permits.

Richard Matthews of the Monterey County Vacation
Rental Alliance urged supervisors to find common ground
between the two sides when creating the pilot enforcement
program.

“The solution should be a compromise,” Matthews
said, ‘but the enforcement program offers nothing for
vacation-rental owners. The program presumes that own-
ers merely need to get a permit. However, the county’s
permitting process is totally unworkable.”

CONDOR

From page 1A

where she will released Dec. 4.

Besides offering the public a chance to watch Iniko
fly in the wild for the first time, the livestreamed event
will also call attention to the collaboration between the
VWS and another wildlife group, The Dian Fossey Gorilla
Fund. After Iniko’s release, its executive director, Dr. Tara
Stoinski, will present a talk about her group’s work with
protecting gorillas.

Recently, the local condor group named five chicks
after noted women scientists, including Fossey. That led to
a dialogue between the two groups over what they have in
common, and they decided to collaborate.

“They are an interesting group for us to spotlight,”
Sorenson added. “Gorillas, like condors, are extremely
sociable animals, which makes them similar — we’re
excited to have her join us.”

[ Ventana Wildlife Society
| Big S'ur’C'orIdbr’S’\@st--Cm :

PHOTO,/VENTANA WILDLIFE SOCIETY

Af venfanaws.org, you can buy a fofe bag with Iniko's image on it.
Also available are Iniko-inspired holiday ornaments.
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interactive map
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by-the-Sea

Dear Mayor Potter
& City Council ~
Your hands are not
tied!

We live in a fairy tale village... without streetlights
or postal delivery but with strict building and zoning codes
designed to keep our unique village the epitome of coastal
aesthetic beauty. This is what draws tourists here from
around the world. It's why we spend small fortunes to live
here. We are not against cell towers that do not interfere
with the preservation of our unique historic and residential
character. The proliferation of visual blight is not tolerated
here.

Our tiny square mile village already has existing
reliable Verizon cell service as shown above. Verizon
serves Carmel-by-the-Sea by having seven current cell
towers and four more already approved within or directly
encircling Carmel-by-the-Sea. By comparison, AT&T is
providing seamless 49 Ite from a single roof top facility at
Junipero & 8th. Many residents here are satisfied paying
Verizon customers.

Verizon tries to convince local decision makers their
laws are preempted by State or Federal laws. But they are
wrong. We know that State and Federal laws regulating
cell tower placement specifically preserve local control
over wireless siting decisions. Local zoning authority

is constitutionally guaranteed. Cities have the right to
preserve local aesthetic standards as long as doing so
does not result in a prohibition of service. No prohibition of
service will result from denial of this permit. You therefore
have the power, authority and indeed duty to deny Verizon’s
appeal of the Planning Commission’s unanimous denial.
Courts are deferential to local decision makers, especially
in beautiful coastal areas seeking to preserve codified strict
aesthetic standards.There are less invasive and code-
compliant alternative locations available a few blocks away
in commercial and non-residential zones.

The sole evidence presented of claimed
coverage gaps are confusing self-generated
propagation maps that have been declared to be neither
clear nor convincing by the Ninth Circuit. By legal
definition, pockets with less than four bars but with
reliable service does not constitute a “significant
coverage gap”. Verizon has not met the burden of proof
required to demonstrate that enforcement of local laws
prohibit provision of cellular service. City Code and
General Plan provisions are not preempted Your duty

is to enforce and be guided by them and to uphold the
Planning Commission’s legally defensible, well reasoned
denial.

The Planning Commission understood their
duty when they unanimously denied Verizon’s permit to
erect a fifty one foot tall cell tower directly adjacent to
the historic La Playa and many R-1 homes. The
planners saw first hand the proposed resultant damage
to magnificent public and private views. They knew the
proposed tower to be twice the codified height limit for
antennas in R-4 zones. The bulky ancillary equipment
would create more negative aesthetic impacts. They
understood that if approved, federal laws would allow
Verizon to add more bulk and equipment with no option
for the City to deny these changes. While state law
provides telecom companies a “limited” right to access
public rights of way, the CA Supreme Court specifically
reserved to municipalities the right to regulate such
placement on the basis of aesthetic impacts.The law
states that Telecom companies may not access the
public rights-of-way in a manner that “incommodes”
the public. The CA Supreme Court ruled that the term
“incommode” includes aesthetic impacts. Federal Court
decisions have also upheld this principle.

There are no cities that have more aesthetic
beauty to preserve than Carmel-by-the-Sea. Our civic
leaders’ hands are far from tied and you have more
than enough substantial evidence to support the
Planning Commission’s denial of a cell tower in this
out- of-character location. The City has received over
800 written comments against approving this visually
conspicuous and unaesthetic residential tower
embedded next to R-1 homes and valuable historic
resources. If approved, federal laws will bar the City
from denying similar impactful residential access to all
of Verizon’s competitors. Many once beautiful coastal
communities have been overrun with towers after setting
this first unfortunate precedent.

No Carmel residential neighborhood would
then be off-limits. We cannot allow that to happen here.
Among the organizations and individuals urging you to
uphold the Planning Commission’s denial are: The

Carmel Residents’ Association, Carmel-by-the-Sea

Garden Club, The Village Preservation Committee,
Carmel Friends of the Forest, Stop Cell Towers In

Carmel Neighborhoods, The La Playa Hotel, Carmel
Cares and four former Carmel Mavors.

Neighbors, please email your comments to
cityclerk@ci.carmel.ca.us subject line Verizon Tower and
attend the City Council hearing Via Zoom or call-in on
Tuesday, Dec. 7th at 4:30. To obtain more information
and get the Zoom link and password to watch the hearing
and give public comment, go to:
www.stopcelltowersincarmelneighborhoods.com

Paid Advertisement
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“there is a significant gap in Verizon Wireless service in
the vicinity, and there is no less intrusive alternative to ad-
dress that gap.” Denial would therefore “constitute a pro-
hibition of service,” in violation of federal law, and would
also go against state law allowing telecom companies to
install equipment “along any public right of way.”

Opponents are not buying those arguments, however,
and have continued to mount their significant campaign
against Verizon. They have said coverage in town is fine,
that towers outside the city limits will suffice, and that
allowing one tower in the neighborhood would open the
door to a proliferation of them.

Verizon has been trying for the past several years to
get permission to install cell towers in town. An initial
proposal to put five new ones in residential areas south
of Ocean Avenue failed, and later the company returned
with a compromise calling for a new tower on the roof
of Sunset Center — which was approved — and the one
proposed for the power pole at Carmelo and Eighth. The
company has threatened to pursue the original residential
sites if it doesn’t get its way.

Golden Bough roof?

While the staff report wasn’t available this week, city
administrator Chip Rerig confirmed it will recommend the
council back the commission’s decision to deny Verizon’s
proposed tower. As a rule, he noted, staff always supports
a board or commission’s decision when the city council is

asked to overturn it.

“It’s always been my policy to carry forward the lower
board’s decision,” he said.

There could be an alternative, though. “PacRep volun-
teered to house an antenna on top of the Golden Bough
theater,” which is located on Monte Verde between Eighth
and Ninth, he said.

“We commissioned a firm to do a technical analysis,”
he said. The study revealed a tower on the theater’s roof
would cover 85 percent of the area that the proposed
antenna at Carmelo and Eighth would.

Of course, the company and the theater group would
have to negotiate lease terms, and the installation would
still have to go through the public approval process
— where it, too, is likely to generate opposition.

PacRep executive director Stephen Moorer was candid
about it. “We figured since we have the tallest building in
the golden rectangle, with rooftop views from point Lobos
to Pebble Beach, the Golden Bough might make a viable
alternative,” he told The Pine Cone Thursday. “The roof
is already halfway covered up with solar panels and our
GoldenBoughCam, so there’s plenty of equipment already
up there.”

Other business

The Verizon hearing is set for the council’s regular
meeting Tuesday, Dec. 7, alongside several other items of
business.

The reason the council’s agenda packets weren’t ready
for public distribution Thursday, Rerig said, “is because |
don’t have enough staft,” but he plans to ask the council to
approve about a dozen new positions citywide.

“I just need help,” he said. “I’'m trying to augment

JOSEPH CHARLES TANOUS

Jan. 10, 1925 « Nov. 22, 2021

peacefully, surrounded by family.
Joseph, one of 11 from a small town
in North Dakota, lived an artistic,
adventure-filled life. Always and
forever the Artist, at five years old he
refused to go back to school because
“the crayons were not ‘red” enough” for
his apple drawing. After graduating
from high school, he was drafted and
did his basic training at Ft. Ord. His
first commission was a camouflage unit
and later joined the engineers in Guam
to build roads, bridges and airstrips.

With the G.I. Bill he entered San Jose
State to study painting, but realizing
he wanted a more rigorous program,
he transferred to CA College of the
Art and Design. After graduation he
moved to S.F. to begin a career in
advertising, working on campaigns for

Joseph Charles Tanous passed away

Bank of America with such talents as Nichols and May.

During a visit to the Fosters Coffee shop on the corner of Van Ness and Market his life took a turn
for the best. Engaging an intelligent and beautiful waitress named Louise in conversation over an
Ogden Nash poem, he had met his life partner. She put off her plan to enter graduate school at
UC Berkeley and their new adventure began. They created an artistic life in beatnik SF, hanging
with the likes of Odetta and partying at The Olde Spaghetti Factory, all the while haunting the
Goodwill and benefit stores and beginning an adventure of acquiring and curating collections

of wood and copper tools, Native American pottery,
basketry and rugs.

After a few years and a couple of kids (Mark & Laura)
in S.F, Louise decided they needed more education, and
off they went to UC Davis. Joe thrived at Davis, working
in bronze, aluminum and clay, all the while sharpening
his painting skills. He was chosen to be a teaching
assistant by Wayne Thiebaud and clashed with Robert
Arneson for not attending classes. He shared a studio
in an orchard with Bruce Nauman. These were exciting
times. Joe showed his work at the Crocker and SFMOMA
during his Davis years. With advanced degrees in hand
and another child (Holly), Joe and Louise accepted
teaching positions at the American University Beirut
where Joe rose to Chair of the Art Department, teaching
painting, sculpture and ceramics, inspiring and mentoring
students who stayed in touch with Joe for decades.

After three years at AUB, the family moved to Carmel, jumping right into the Art scene on the
Peninsula, Joe was juried into the Carmel Art Association where he showed his work for the past
half century. One year he won both First Place in Painting and Best of Show in sculpture at the
Monterey Museum of Art. He cherished his artist friends at the CAA and all across the Peninsula.
He joined Art Studio 15 at Sunset Center where he painted daily for 30 years until the remodel
forced Joe and his artist friends to find new studio space. He taught life drawing and painting at
MPC where he was a much-respected creative force. He also volunteered at the Library book sales,
Bach festival and many other Carmel causes. He never lost his passion for garage sales and “finds.”

Joe lost his beloved Louise on December 8, 2017. He continued to paint up until about six months
ago and never lost his “eye” for what “worked” esthetically. He loved watching his grandchildren and
great-grandchildren explore, create and gave them simple drawing lessons along the way. He will
be missed by all those who knew and loved him. Joe leaves behind a creative legacy that includes
his many works of Art, but also grea’r-grandchﬂdren Michael, Sawyer, Dashiell, and Rumi and his
grandchildren Dylan, Hunter, Scarlett, Brianna, Stephen, Nick and Tony and three Very Lucky

children Mark, Laura and Holly.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made to the Youth Arts Collective
in Monterey: https://yacstudios.org/

services in every department,” and with more money com-
ing in from sales taxes, hotel taxes and property taxes, the
city is “in pretty good financial shape.”

He’ll also ask the council to give executives a 10 per-
cent salary increase in hopes of attracting candidates for
several vacancies — police chief, city clerk, and library
and community activities director among them — and
retaining the directors already under contract.

“We pay below the median in our competitive set. We’re
having difficulty recruiting executives and retaining exec-
utives,” he said. Former city clerk Britt Avrit left to take
a job in a San Francisco area city that pays significantly
more, and others, including Police Chief Paul Tomasi and
former planning director Marc Wiener, left because of the
city’s comparatively low pay, according to Rerig.

Planning director Brandon Swanson, who joined the
department nearly a year ago, took a salary cut from his
job with the county to come here, according to Rerig.
“He’s doing great, and unless we do something to keep
him here, we’ll eventually lose him,” he said. “It’s so com-
petitive — unfortunately, we’re competing against the bay
area, and those salaries are astronomical.”

As a “thank you” to those who kept working through
the pandemic, the council will also consider writing one-
time $500 checks to employees, according to Rerig. The
payouts will total around $42,000 and are “really a way of
acknowledging the employees’ dedication and loyalty in
taking care of the village.”

Also on Tuesday’s agenda will be Carmel Lodge owner
Mark Stilwell’s request to install a grease interceptor
under the sidewalk on the northeast corner of San Carlos
and Fifth. Last month, the council considered his proposal
and was divided over it, so members decided to put off
a decision until he researched and presented alternative
options, if any.

And there’s Monday

The prior day, Dec. 6, the city council will also meet
and is expected to discuss, among other topics, grease
traps. “There’s an item that talks about the philosophy of
grease interceptors in the public right of way,” Rerig said.
“Under what conditions would we allow an encroachment
and why? Or never,” because they should only be installed
on private property. Whatever the council discusses Mon-
day should help inform its decision on the Stilwell matter
the next day.

The city’s contract with Monterey for fire services is
also on the Dec. 6 agenda, when council members are

See TOWER next page

ROBERT NATHAN DANZIGER
July1953 — November 2021

lean energy pioneer, inventor, and

accomplished musician Bob Danziger
passed away peacefully on November
2, 2021. He is survived by his beloved
wife, Martha Drexler Lynn; sister Ronna
Perelson, and her children Jesse Thomas,
Josh Perelson, and Alex Perelson.

For more information on Bob and the
things he did and cares about, please see

https://rndamphitheater.com or https://
digitalcommons.csumb.edu/rnd/

As he said in his video dedicating the RND
Amphitheater at CSUMB, “Thank God I
am alive to tell you this, because I love you
all.”

In lieu of flowers please make current and
legacy contributions to the California State
University Monterey Bay, csumb.edu;
the Monterey Jazz Festival partnership,

montereyjazzfestival.org; or the
Community Hospital of Monterey Ohana

Program, montagehealth.org/support/
ohana. Please be generous in supporting
these unifying institutions.
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‘Brighten the Harbor’ Sunday

By MARY SCHLEY

MONTEREY’S ANNUAL lighted
boat parade — the only one in the country
to leave protected waters and head to the
open sea — will return to Monterey Bay
Sunday, Dec. 5, at 5:30 p.m.

“It’s the only parade | know of in the
United States that leaves protected waters
— everyone else does it in a harbor or bay,”
organizer and longtime boater Joe Headley
said. The parade, dubbed Brighten the Har-
bor, has boats leave the wharf and head to
the Aquarium, where they will turn around.

The route doesn’t daunt those who
spend days and weeks adorning their boats
with lights and other holiday decorations
in a lighthearted competition to see who
gets bragging rights for being the best.

Some choose themes, while others just
go for the National-Lampoon’s-Christ-
mas-Vacation look.

While it’s fun for the local boating
community, it’s also great for locals to get
down to the typically touristy waterfront,
and for the businesses they patronize.

“The whole point of doing it on Sunday
night is it’s a true locals’ event,” Headley
said. “It’s traditionally the slowest night of

the year, since it’s after Thanksgiving and
before shopping, but it has become one of
the busier nights of the year on the water-
front, which is great.”

Now more than ever, Headley said, con-
necting locals and businesses is important.

“It’s a good time that benefits them,
and after all we’ve been through in the last
year-and-a-half, we need something like
this,” he said.

The parade is very informal. There’s no
pre-registration, and anyone who wants to
decorate and float can participate. Outrig-
ger canoes will be part of the parade this
year, Headley said, and paddle boarders
have taken part in the past.

Traditionally, boats were evaluated by
a panel of judges in a range of categories
and given prizes donated by local retail-
ers. This year — and perhaps in the fore-
seeable future — there will be one winner
who will take home bragging rights instead
of shwag, in part because there will be no
party at the yacht club after the parade, and
because now is not