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with name brands and basics, house-made and made-to-order. It’s 
the ideal spot to stop in for prime steaks to cook for a special 
occasion, fruit juice for the kids, or a sandwich made exactly as 
you like it. 

Also voted best butcher, Bruno’s Market’s meat counter car-
ries top-grade beef, choice cuts of pork and other prime meats, 
and will custom cut meat when needed. The back counter is al-
ways busy with customers ordering their generously sized sand-
wiches and salads for lunch on the go or a picnic in the park, too. 
Carmelites always appreciate being able to walk a few blocks to 
Bruno’s and find exactly what they need.

n Best Fruits and Vegetables
Farmers Markets — oldmonterey.org - montereybayfar-
mers.org - everyonesharvest.org - westcoastfarmersmarkets.
org - cipponerifamilyfarms.blogspot.com

Why even bother shopping for produce at the grocery store, 
when any one of the main Monterey Peninsula farmers markets 
has better, fresher goods practically every day of the week? Pine 
Cone readers know the best fruits and vegetables are found at 
their local farmers markets — and there are plenty. 

The largest market takes over Alvarado Street in downtown 
Monterey on Tuesdays from 4 to 8 p.m. (4 to 7 p.m. in winter), 
while Monterey Peninsula College hosts a popular market on Fri-
days from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and the Monterey Fairgrounds opens 
Gate 8 on Mondays from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Pacific Grove presents a modest Monday afternoon market on 
Central Avenue from 4 to 7 p.m. Seasonal markets take place at 
The Barnyard at the mouth of the valley on Tuesday mornings 
and at Del Monte Center in Monterey on Sunday mornings from 
May through September. 

Other small markets are held on Thursdays on Sixth Avenue in 
downtown Carmel from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and in Carmel Valley 

Where the voting is fun and the candidates don’t stuff your mailbox

S
INCE 2008, we’ve been asking you — our readers 
— for your opinions on the best of everything Carm-
el-by-the-Sea and its surroundings have to offer, and 
you’ve responded. This year was no exception. About 

1,200 of you gave us your thoughts about who does a swell job 
of fixing everything from a tire that’s gone flat to a Rolex with a 
scratched crystal.

Not only that, but you recommended the finest of sips and 
bites and the most beautiful place to walk off all the calories.

You also told us where the best place to get your hair done, a 
facial or a mani-pedi, and what music and events are most worth 
attending to show off your new look. In all, you shared your col-
lective wisdom and refined tastes across more than 150 catego-
ries, offering a bit of love to local doctors, lawyers, plumbers and 
educators along the way.

So now, please pour yourself a glass of wine (plenty of recom-
mendations await), settle in and read all about this year’s Golden 
Pine Cone recipients. We promise there will be no long speeches, 
and are relatively certain the Russians haven’t hacked the voting.

FOOD and WINE AWARDS

n Best Neighborhood Market 
n Best Butcher
n Best Deli
Bruno’s Market & Delicatessen — NE Junipero and 
Sixth – 6:30 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily - (831) 624-3821

With all the items you might need from the market — a loaf 
of bread from a local bakery, a head of lettuce grown a short 
distance away, the best hot sauce or some gourmet ice cream — 
Bruno’s Market is everything a corner store should be, and more, 

Village on Sundays from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. The newest addition 
takes place on recently revamped Broadway Avenue in Seaside, 
where a market is held in the 600 block on Saturdays from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

n Best Seafood Market
Sea Harvest Fish Market & Restaurant — 100 
The Crossroads, and 598 Foam St., Monterey - open daily - 
(831) 626-3626 and (831) 646-0547

A stone’s throw from the Pacific, Sea Harvest market started 
in 1982 and added restaurants soon after. The markets in Mon-
terey and at the Crossroads boast the best in fresh seafood daily, 
from locally famous Dungeness crab and sand dabs, to halibut, 
sushi-grade tuna, locally caught squid, and a wide range of oth-
er shellfish and bounty from the sea. Whether you are served at 
one of the market restaurants or take your fish home to prepare 
yourself, Sea Harvest’s knowledgeable staff is there to help you 
select the best and freshest choices — and offer tips on how to 
prepare them.

n Best Bakery 
Lafayette — The Barnyard Shopping Village – 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday, 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday - 
(831) 915-6286 

For five years, customers at Lafayette have been treated to 
the delicious breads, delicate pastries, beautiful petit fours, flaky 
croissants, savory quiches and other baked delights prepared 
daily by the Vial family and their staff, who seek to bring a bit 
of Paris to Carmel. Lafayette offers espresso drinks, coffee and 

Continues next page



2 GPC 	 The Carmel Pine Cone	 October 26, 2018 

G O L D E N  P I N E  C O N E S

All of us at Debra C want to thank the community for voting us the 
2018 BEST DESIGNER STORE in the area. 

We all work very hard to bring you the finest quantity of merchandise with 
the best possible service. We are very honored to receive this award.

Again thank you,

The Crossroads Shopping Village
129 Crossroads Blvd, Carmel (next to Rio Grill)

(831) 624-9400 • www.debrac.com

2016 & 2017

Debra
Linda Bertha
Ann Kay

Cori
Zayra

Constance

CARMEL

2018

n Best Monterey County 
Chardonnay
n Best Monterey County 
Sauvignon Blanc
n My Favorite Monterey 
County Wine
Bernardus — 5 West Carmel Valley Road, 
Carmel Valley - 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily - (831) 
298-8021 - bernardus.com

Bernardus Pon launched his namesake win-
ery in Cachagua in 1989, and while he started 
with the goal of creating a red wine that would 
rival the best of Bordeaux, the Chardonnays, Pi-
nots and other wines Bernardus produces have 
also garnered praise from near and far. Nearest 
of all, Pine Cone readers selected its Chardon-
nay and Sauvignon Blanc as their favorites of 
those varietals again this year. 

Vineyard manager Matt Shea cultivates Bor-
deaux and Burgundy grapes at the winery’s es-
tate vineyards in Cachagua and Carmel Valley, 
and winemaker Dean DeKorth and his team 
work hard to produce the wines that keep fans 
coming back. 

This year, Bernardus — a generous support-
er of local charitable events and which has a 
Carmel Valley Village tasting room that’s always 
busy — also adds My Favorite Monterey Coun-
ty Wine to the feathers in its cap.

n Best Monterey County Rosé
n Best Monterey County 
Pinot Noir
Dawn’s Dream Winery — NW San 
Carlos and Seventh – noon to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Wednesday, noon to 7 p.m. Thursday 
through Sunday - (831) 659-2649 - 
dawnsdreamwinery.com

“Rosé all day,” “Yes way, rosé” and other 
pink-hued phrases have entered the lingo of 

sandwiches, as well, and many fans describe it 
as the best French bakery and café outside of 
Paris.

n Best Catering Company
Aqua Terra Culinary — (831) 657-
9790 - aquaterraculinary.com

Offering corporate catering, as well as pre-
paring seasonal and sustainable dishes for pri-
vate events for all occasions, Aqua Terra Culi-
nary was started by executive chef Dory Ford 
and focuses on farm-to-table cuisine that’s 
innovative as well as accessible. Ford and his 
team turn out bright and beautiful dishes, and 
regardless of size and type, the firm “has the ex-
perience, locations, staff and acumen to profes-
sionally cater for events of any size and scope.” 
Pine Cone readers have enjoyed Aqua Terra 
Culinary’s inventive cuisine and lovely staff at 
events throughout the Peninsula and have cho-
sen the caterer as a winner again this year.

n Best Wine Store

Surf N Sand — NE Junipero and Sixth - 8 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Sunday through Thursday, 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Friday and Saturday - (831) 
624-1805 - surfnsandliquors.com

Store owner Ryan Sanchez has worked 
tirelessly and built a lot of solid relationships 
with producers and distributors to transform 
his family’s general store from a spot for pick-
ing up chewing gum and sunblock to the very 
well-stocked and reasonably priced liquor store 
it is today. Its shelves and walls are filled with 
a wide range of wines, some hard to find, many 
produced right here in Monterey County, and 
Sanchez takes care to stock a good selection of 
half-bottles, too — perfect for a beach picnic or 
a hike. All that work helped Sanchez and Surf N 
Sand unseat longtime Best Wine Store winner 
Nielsen Bros. Market this year.

n Best Monterey County 
Cabernet Sauvignon
Scheid Vineyards — SE San Carlos and 
Seventh – noon to 7 p.m. Sunday through 
Thursday, noon to 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday 
– (831) 626-WINE (9463) – 
www.scheidvineyards.com

Having grown grapes locally for more than 
45 years, Scheid has a significant legacy here 
— and a lot of superlative wines to the fami-
ly’s name. This year, Pine Cone readers selected 
its cabernet sauvignons (the winery produces 
three) as the best. The 2015 Scheid cab is “in-
tense and focused, with aromas of dark berries 
and plum,” and is drinkable now but could age 
another five to 10 years, while the 2015 Kurt’s 

See WORD page XXA

From previous page

Continues next page

wine drinkers everywhere. In Monterey County, 
more than a dozen wineries produce a version of 
this still underappreciated, versatile, delicious, 
dry pink wine, and once again, Dawn’s Dream 
has emerged as the favorite among local rosés 
this year. Owned by Dawn Galante, the winery 
produces a rosé of Pinot Noir that offers bright 
citrus notes and juicy hints of fresh berries. It’s 
dry and crisp, while still being layered with fla-
vor, making it ideal for any occasion. 

Winemaker Greg Vita also crafts four differ-
ent highly regarded pinots for Dawn’s Dream, 
and this year, Pine Cone readers decided his 
were the best of all — a huge accolade in a 
county that grows and produces more pinot noir 
than anywhere else in the state. Adding to the 
draw of Dawn’s Dream, the winery is socially 
conscious, too, as Galante founded it with a 
mission of supporting charities. 

Whether because of its lively atmosphere, its beautiful decor, its location in a landmark building or chef 
Todd Fisher’s wonderful food, Seventh & Dolores Steakhouse has become a favorite of Pine Cone readers 
since it opened last year.
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Monterey County 

CHARDONNAY 

PIOOUCmmo BOTilED gy IERNAADUS WJN!ll' 
CAIMILVAILEY. CALIFORNIA. ALCOHOL IJJ� !YVOIUIU 

SAUVIGNON 
BLANC 

THE BERNARDUS 2016 CHARDONNAY & 2017 SAUVIGNON BL ANC • TASTE A DREAM

VISIT US AT WWW.BERNARDUS.COM • BERNARDUS WINERY 1-800-223-2533
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Griva Vineyard

THANK YOU for voting us

Favorite Monterey County Wine 

Best Chardonnay

Best Sauvignon Blanc

fruit express itself in the wines — efforts that have been rewarded 
with praise and support from Pine Cone readers, who the love 
winery’s Double M blend of half Malbec and half merlot. Galante 
also offers several straight merlots from its library, including a 
1996 vintage that’s amazingly intact after 22 years and sells for 
$150 per bottle, given its scarcity. 

Merlots from 2002, 2003 and 2005 are also available in very 
limited numbers, too, and are sure to please any fan of this partic-
ular Bordeaux varietal.

n Best Tasting Room
Folktale Winery — 8940 Carmel Valley Road, Carmel 
Valley – noon to 8 p.m. Monday through Thursday, noon to 9 
p.m. Friday through Sunday - (831) 293-7500 – 
folktalewinery.com

Founded by Greg Ahn in 2015, Folktale Winery took over the 
vineyards and winery of Chateau Julien and transformed it into 
one of the most beautiful and fun places to taste wine. Guests are 

Vineyard estate wine is more opulent. The 2014 Appassimento is 
crafted in a northern Italian styles reflective of that country’s Am-
arone, and “displays a lavish richness that is almost port-like.”

n Best Monterey County Merlot
Galante Vineyards — Dolores between Ocean and 
Seventh – noon to 6 p.m. Monday through Wednesday, noon to 
7 p.m. Thursday through Sunday - (831) 624-3800 – 
galantevineyards.com

Galante Vineyards clearly captured voters’ hearts again this 
year. The tasting room — the first to open in downtown Carmel, 
in 2004 — is warm and hospitable, while Galante’s red wines 
seem to always strike the balance of substantial fruit and under-
lying subtlety. Jack Galante has always focused on growing the 
finest grapes possible in his Cachagua vineyard and letting the 

often greeted with a glass of Folktale’s sparkling wine and can se-
lect their flights, or buy wine by the glass or bottle, while sipping 
in any of the winery’s comfortable rooms or outside in the valley 
sunshine. The winery also has a full kitchen that turns out great 
food to share with friends while tasting, and as the only winery in 
Carmel Valley with a tasting room on site, visitors can take a full 
tour, too. Folktale hosts concerts on its grounds and stages events 
in its large barrel room, giving locals even more reason to visit, 
and to name it their favorite tasting room this year.

n Best Place for a Beer
Alvarado Street Brewery — 426 Alvarado St., 
Monterey – 11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sunday through Thursday, 
11:30 a.m. to 11 p.m. Friday and Saturday - (831) 655-2337 - 
alvaradostreetbrewery.com

When it opened in a former movie theater that had been shut-

From previous page

Continues next page
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 Thank You
To our Wonderful 

Customers for your
Patronage & Friendship! 

Thanks for voting us 

“Best 
Antique Store” 

 2015, 2016, 2017

 Golden Pine Cone Awards

 www.wittpennsantiques.com

Wittpenn’s Antiques
 San Carlos St. bet. 7th & 8th

At the Stonehouse Terrace

Open 6 days a week 11-4
Closed Wednesday

831-624-1336

2018

Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday night by email — 

free subscriptions at www.carmelpinecone.com

Monterey Bay
Eye Center

21 Upper Ragsdale Dr, Ste. 200
Ryan Ranch Monterey

montereybayeyecenter.com | 831.372.1500

THANK 
YOU

to the wonderful Carmel Pine Cone readers for this 
honor, Best Ophthalmologist. I appreciate your 
confidence and feel privileged to live, work, and 
raise my family in this community. 

Leland H. Rosenblum, MD

tered for years, Alvarado Street Brewery quickly became the go-
to place for great beer and fun food. Since then, it’s continued to 
evolve, with increasingly interesting, sophisticated — and even 
lighthearted — beers, created and guided by co-owner and head 
brewer J.C. Hill. The draft lineup always includes a range to suit 
every taste, and flights are available for those who’d like to ex-
plore what Alvarado Street has to offer. The kitchen, meanwhile, 
turns out sophisticated and tasty pub food to enjoy in the restau-
rant or out back in the beer garden. Alvarado Street also opened a 
full production facility and taproom in Salinas a couple of years 
ago, and its owners are working on a new restaurant and brewery, 
Yeast of Eden, set to open in Carmel Plaza later this year.

n Best Cocktails
Montrio Bistro — 414 Calle Principal, Monterey – Din-
ner nightly from 4:30 p.m. – (831) 648-8880 – montrio.com

The bar at Montrio is never a bad place to be, considering 
the ever-changing selection of compelling cocktails concocted 
there. Executive mixologist Anthony Vitacca is always coming up 
with new drinks, allowing Montrio to offer cocktails with a level 

of sophistication and creativity not found at many restaurants. 
The liquor selections are solid, as well, for those who favor a 
high-quality Scotch neat or Bourbon on the rocks. The cocktails 
always have great names, too, like the gin-based and savory In 
Spain in the Membrane, Fairies Wear Boots featuring Redemp-
tion rye, the If You’re Not Into Yoga rum cocktail, and Lipstick & 
Leather, with strawberry- and rhubarb-infused gin.

n Best Family Restaurant
Rosine’s Restaurant — 434 Alvarado St., Monterey – 8 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday through Thursday, 8 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday - (831) 375-1400 - rosinesmonterey.com

Rosine’s has a fun and lively, family-friendly atmosphere with 
cheerful service and a menu that caters to fans of unique dishes as 
well as those who favor the tried and true. Since the Culcasi fami-
ly opened their restaurant doors at the Del Monte Center in 1980, 
Rosine’s has consistently been the top destination for anyone 
seeking a quality meal. A growing, loyal customer base prompted 
their move to Alvarado Street in 1986, where Rosine’s has been 
a downtown Monterey institution ever since, feeding locals and 
visitors alike. Featured on the Food Network, this third genera-
tion operated restaurant also boasts their famous award-winning 
towering cakes and decadent pies that fill a large dessert case by 
the door, allowing customers to plan their feasting accordingly.

n Best French Restaurant 

L’Escargot — Mission south of Fourth – Dinner nightly 
from 5 p.m. - (831) 620-1942 - www.escargotcarmel.com

Founded 60 years ago by Yvan Nopert and his mother and 
uncle, L’Escargot is Carmel’s longest-running restaurant. Two de-
cades ago, the family sold it to chef/owner Kerry Loutas, who 
carries on its traditional French cuisine while adding his own cre-
ative touches. The restaurant’s caramelized onion and goat cheese 
tart appetizer and Monterey Bay sand dabs are longtime favorites, 
and it’s one of the few places where frog legs and sweetbreads 

See GOLDEN page 6GPC

From previous page

Kurt Grasing’s  Mission Street restaurant, which bears his name, was 
again named Best Restaurant in Carmel by Pine Cone readers. Way 
to go, Kurt!
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831.622.1000  ■  www.carmelrealtycompany.com
A Cornerstone in Luxury Real Estate for Over 100 Years

We would like to thank our clients, 
friends and neighbors for voting us 
� e Best Real Estate Company on the 
Monterey Peninsula for 2018. We are proud 
to receive this honor for a seventh year.
Our entire focus is on delivering quality 
service and results for our customers. We 
believe our role goes far beyond the real 
estate transaction, and truly centers on 
enriching the lives of others. We take our 
responsibility as ambassadors of this great 
community seriously.
We are proud and honored to receive 
� e Best Place to Work Golden Pine Cone 
award for the third time. We would like 
to thank our dedicated sta� , agents and 
families for this honor, and we will continue 
to work to make Carmel Realty Company 
the best place to work in 2019 and for years 
to come.

� ank You Pine Cone Readers

20112011

2012

20132013

2014

2015
2017 2017

2015

2018 2018

Best 
Real Estate Company & Place to Work

Villa Eden del Mar, Pebble Beach
O� ered at $37,000,000  ■  VillaEdenDelMar.com
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Real Estate & Big Sur
Jung Yi • jung@carmelpinecone.com • (831) 274-8646

Carmel-by-the-Sea • Pebble Beach
Carmel Valley & Mouth of Valley

Meena Lewellen
meena@carmelpinecone.com • (831) 274-8655

Monterey • Pacific Grove • Seaside • Sand City
Jessica Dixon

jessica@carmelpinecone.com • (831) 274-8590

Service Directory • Classifieds
Vanessa Jimenez

vanessa@carmelpinecone.com • (831) 274-8652

Legals • Accounting • Subscriptions
Irma Garcia • irma@carmelpinecone.com 

(831) 274-8645

Obituaries  • Calendar • Church advertising 
Anne Papineau • anne@carmelpinecone.com 

(831) 274-8654

Carmel Pine Cone Sales Staff

can be found on the menu. Loutas creates a few specials for the 
evening, as well. L’Escargot’s $39 three-course prix fixe is a great 
deal, as are Wino Wednesdays, when every bottle on the list is 
half-price. Tucked back off the street, it’s a favorite of locals, and 
with its long history here, some wish its walls could talk, while 
others are glad they can’t!

n Best Chinese Restaurant 
Tommy’s Wok — Mission between Ocean and Seventh – 
11:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and 4:30 to 8:30 p.m. Tuesday through 
Sunday - (831) 624-8518 - www.tommyswokcarmel.com

Bustling Tommy’s Wok is the only place to find Chinese food 

GOLDEN
From page 4GPC

in Carmel-by-the-Sea, but its reputation and delicious, fresh food 
draw people from all over the Peninsula to town. The dishes pa-
raded out of its tiny kitchen are bright, fresh, aromatic and satis-
fying in the ways that only really good Chinese food can be, and 
it’s a perennial favorite among Pine Cone readers, having taken 
the crown each year since the Golden Pine Cones started in 2008. 
Tommy’s serves up a menu of Szechuan, Hunan and Mandarin 
specialties, and is as popular for takeout as it is for dining in.

n Best Indian Restaurant 
Aabha — The Barnyard Shopping Village, and 414 Alvarado 
St., Monterey – 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and 5 to 9 p.m. daily - 
(831) 250-5940 and (831) 641-7924 - aabhaindian.com

Executive chef and proprietor Bhupender Singh’s food is as 
warm as he is. Everyone who walks into his new restaurants, 
which opened in the Barnyard shopping center at the mouth of 
Carmel Valley almost two years ago and more recently in down-

town Monterey, feels welcome, and Singh’s delicious Indian food 
never disappoints. The lunch buffet is unbeatable for value and 
quality, and the dinner menu offers a wide range of dishes, in-
cluding many vegetarian and vegan options. Singh’s passion for 
cooking came from watching his mother and helping her in the 
kitchen. He’s “passionate about creating authentic Indian food 
and bringing Indian delicacy to the table.” Aabha’s website also 
allows for online orders to go, making it a good choice for dining 
in or takeout.

n Best Italian Restaurant 
La Balena — Junipero Street between Fifth and Sixth 
avenues – noon to 3:30 p.m. and 5 to 10 p.m. Tuesday through 
Sunday - (831) 250-6295 - labalenacarmel.com

Delicious antipasti (including a fabulous dish of pan-friend 
cauliflower with currants and pine nuts, and another featuring 
grilled octopus), freshly made pastas with rich sauces, and dec-
adent main courses — the fried chicken is a must, at least once 
— are staples at La Balena, as is the diverse wine list, heavily 
weighted with Italian wines. Owned by Emanuele and Anna Bar-
tolini, La Balena is popular with Pine Cone readers, as well as 
visitors who return every time they’re in town. An intimate dining 
room, dog-friendly al fresco dining in front and in the picturesque 
back garden patio add to La Balena’s draw, and the Bartolinis 
work hard to ensure it continues to flourish.

n Best Japanese/Sushi Restaurant
Crystal Fish — 514 Lighthouse Ave., Monterey – 11:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m. and from 5 p.m. Monday through Friday, and 
from 1 p.m. Saturdays and Sundays - (831) 649-3474 – 
crystalfishmonterey.com

A longtime favorite of locals, Crystal Fish Sushi was started 
by chef-owner Tamotsu Suzuki in 2005, and since then, he’s had a 
talented team serving the freshest sushi and sashimi at the always 
busy restaurant, which often has crowds waiting at the door. The 
sushi is worth the wait, as Suzuki, a Tokyo native, was trained as 
a chef in Japan and ensures all of his sushi chefs are trained in 
the same traditions. Specials often feature live scallops and other 
delicacies not found at many Japanese restaurants, and the fish 
is always fresh, sourced from local fishermen and markets. For 
those who don’t care for sushi, the menu has plenty of interesting 
fusion dishes, too. 

n Best Mediterranean Restaurant
Dametra Cafe — Ocean and Lincoln, Carmel – 11 a.m. to 
11 p.m. daily - (831) 622-7766 - dametracafe.com

People flock to Dametra not just for great food, but for the 
lively atmosphere and the impromptu musical performances that 
can often be heard a block or two away. Friends Faisal Nimri and 
Bashar Sneeh were brought together by their love of music — 
both play the traditional Middle Eastern stringed instrument, the 
oud — and their desire to create restaurants that feel like home to 
all who walk through the door, strangers and friends alike. Hence, 
their Dametra Café, which offers Greek, Italian, Spanish, Moroc-
can, Turkish, French, Israeli and Lebanese dishes — always has 
a line out the door. 

Nimri, from Jordan, and Sneeh, from Syria, continue to build 
their following by displaying their inimitable hospitality, which 
fans can also experience at their newer restaurants, Mediterra-

See WINNERS page 8GPC

Since 1953

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
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2018

Ample Free Parking
6th & Junipero St., Carmel

next to Surf n Sand 

831-624-3821
Open 365 Days - Local Home Delivery

M A R K E T  &  D E L I

 SPECIAL
1/2 POUND BURGER WITH ALL THE TRIMMINGS

Thank You!
to our customers for your support

Best Neighborhood Market 2018

2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2015 2016 2017

Best Butcher 2018

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017

Best Deli 2018

ONLY 
$5 

GOOD THRU 
11/1/18

WITH THIS
COUPON
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L O V E  W H A T     D I S C O V E Ryou 
SHOPS . RESTAURANTS . SERVICE . WINE 

110 Crossroads Blvd.
Carmel, Ca 93923
(831) 626-4686

• Clothing
• Handbags
• Accessories
• Jewelry
• Shoes
• Gifts

219 CROSSROADS BLVD
C ARMEL,  C A 93923
831-622-7500

HATS, LUGGAGE & TRAVELING ACCESSORIES

w w w . t o p s n t r a v e l . c o m

As a Thank You, Bring this ad in 
and receive a 5% Discount!

Expires November 26, 2018
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CARMEL'S OLDEST 
GALLERY 

CELEBRATING 
91 YEARS 
Since 1927 

Featuring the Work 
of Over l 00 Local 
Professional Artists 

Dolores Street 
Between 5th & 6th 

Carmel 

831.624.6176 
carmelart.org 

inquiry@carmelart.org 

Open Daily 
10 to 5

Join us at our next Opening Reception: Saturday, November 10, 5-7 pm
Solo and Group Shows: Pamela Takigawa / Helene Goldstein & Michie Long

Gallery Showcase: Jennifer Anderson & Fred Carvell

Thank You
for the

Golden Pine Cone Award
for Best Gallery!

And for 
Best Artist: Will Bullas!

2018

2018

LEMOS

Thank You for Voting Us 
BEST GAS STATION

Complete Auto Repair Service Station
Locally owned and operated since 1961

TO SHOW OUR 
APPRECIATION

2017
2016

2018

 544 Carmel Rancho Blvd., Carmel (In front of Lucky’s)
Email: gasup@lemos76.com • www.lemos76.com • Facebook: lemos 76

 624-2925 We take pride in our Old Fashioned Service!

$10.00 OFF 
on Smog

Expires 11-30-18

nean and PortaBella, a block away, and at their fast-food version, 
Dametra Fresh Mediterranean, at Del Monte Center in Monterey.

n Best Thai Restaurant
Zab Zab Thai — 401 Lighthouse Ave., Monterey – 11 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. and 5 to 9 p.m. Tuesday through Friday, noon to 9 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday - (831) 747-2225 - 
zabzabmonterey.com

“Zab” means “delicious, spicy and hot” in northeast Thailand, 
and chef/owner Prapaporn Sujun, who goes by Pui, spent more 

WINNERS
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than a decade learning how to create the best Thai, Chinese, Jap-
anese, seafood and fusion dishes for her customers. Several years 
ago, she achieved her dream of opening a restaurant of her own 
with the help of her aunt, Ratana Voranoot, who has nearly 40 
years of experience in the business herself. Look for delicious 
and satisfying noodle dishes and soups, curries, appetizers, and 
lunch specials at ZabZab.

n Best Mexican Restaurant 
Baja Cantina — 7166 Carmel Valley Road, Carmel Valley 
– 11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m. Saturday and Sunday - (831) 625-2252 - 
carmelcantina.com

Some people go just for the margaritas and the band on the 
outdoor deck, while others prefer to explore some of the unusual 

offerings on the extensive list of tequilas. But most who flock to 
Pat and Gina Phinny’s cantina appreciate the broad and unexpect-
ed menu of fresh Mexican fare served with flair. Fresh fish tacos, 
organic garden tamales and mole enchiladas are just a few of the 
many favorites. Baja Cantina is more than a Mexican restaurant 
— it’s a place where friends meet and strangers become friends, 
especially at its always busy bar. Baja is particularly popular 
among car buffs, since much of the proprietor’s extensive collec-
tion of memorabilia is proudly on display there. 

The restaurant regularly hosts events catering to car fans, in-
cluding its Hot Chili Nights on Thursdays in the summertime. 
With its U-shaped bar, lounge furniture by the fireplace and sev-
eral televisions, Baja is also a great spot to grab a beer and watch 
the game or a Formula 1 race.

n Best Restaurant for Seafood
Passionfish — 701 Lighthouse Ave., Pacific Grove – 5 to 9 
p.m. daily - (831) 655-3311 - passionfish.net

Founded by Ted and Cindy Walter, Passionfish is well known 
for its focus on sustainable seafood and its accessible, affordable 
wine list. The Walters strive to get their fish, meats and produce 
from sustainable sources whenever possible, and seek out oppor-
tunities to educate people about environmental choices in eating 
and drinking. “And we believe in the simple power of pleasure; in 
food, wine and company, coming together at the table,” they say. 
Expect to find intriguing and creative flavors combined with the 
freshest seafood at Passionfish, a frequent favorite of locals and 
visitors, alike.

n Best Restaurant for Vegetarians
Basil Seasonal Dining — San Carlos between Ocean 
and Seventh – 11:30 a.m. to 9:30 p.m. Monday through Thurs-
day, 11:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m. Friday and Saturday, and 11:30 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday - (831) 626-8226 - basilcarmel.com

Carmel’s first certified green restaurant, Basil offers a menu 
based on locally grown and seasonal produce — which is why 
it’s such a great spot for vegetarians. Now owned solely by Denis 
Boaro, who also owns Gusto’s in Seaside, Basil has a new chef 
and recently introduced weekend brunch. Fresh salads, vegetarian 
lasagna, roasted vegetables, numerous vegetarian side dishes and 
other creations make it a good spot for those who abstain from 
seafood, poultry and meats. Omnivores like it, too, for its fresh 
seafood dishes and other meats. Because Basil’s dining room is 
so tiny, reservations are recommended for customers who prefer 
to eat indoors, but the restaurant has charming, heated outdoor 
seating, too, tucked back in the courtyard off of San Carlos Street.

n Best Chef
n Best Place to Take Clients
n Best Outdoor Dining
n Best Restaurant for Steaks
n Best Desserts
Seventh & Dolores Steakhouse/Todd Fisher — 
SE Seventh and Dolores – 11:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily - (831) 
293-7600 - 7Dsteakhouse.com

When Seventh & Dolores — called 7D for short — opened in 
Carmel, it filled a niche, offering a lively, modern, cosmopolitan 
ambiance and a creative, abundant menu. Winner of Best New 
Restaurant in the Golden Pine Cones last year, 7D went on to take 
the most awards this year, noted for executive chef Todd Fisher, 
whose over-the-top culinary style is well known on the Peninsu-
la, its sophisticated air, and its brand-new outdoor seating area, 
comfortable with fire pits and spacious chairs that are perfect for 
a date or a gathering of friends. Since its opening, the folk at 7D 
have prided themselves on serving choice steaks, including sev-
eral dry-aged selections available in traditional steakhouse style 
with a variety of sauces, and the tartare is one of the best around. 
Adding to all of that, the desserts are lovely to look at and deli-
cious to eat, ensuring a spectacular experience from beginning 
to end.

n Best BBQ
Little Chicken House — 1193 Forest Ave., Pacific 
Grove – Daily from 11:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. – (831) 655-1704

The small spot on Forest Ave. smells deliciously of smoked 
meats and poultry, and provides the convenience of a drive-
through window, as well (a good thing, as indoor seating is limit-
ed). In addition to the main event — tender brisket, succulent ribs 
and rotisserie chickens speared in neat rows — there are sauces 
and homemade sides. Mashed potatoes, potato salad, mac-and-
cheese and cole slaw are just some of the offerings you can find 
there. Who needs a colonel when you can get a full bird right 
here?

n Best Ice Cream
Revival Ice Cream – 463 Alvarado St., Monterey – 
Weekdays from noon to 9 p.m., open ’til 10 p.m.weekends; May 
through Sept. Weekdays from noon to 10 p.m. and open ’til 11 
p.m. weekends - (831) 747-2113 - revivalicecream.com

Pine Cone readers are still sweet on this spot, and agree it’s 

See AWARDS page 10GPC
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worth the drive to Monterey. Maybe it’s the locally sourced and 
organic ingredients, like the honey and honeycomb in “The Bees 
Knees,” or fresh eucalyptus leaves in the signature mint, euca-
lyptus and fudge. Dairy-free sorbets await the lactose-averse and 
they’ve got cakes that will put a pleasant chill into any special 
occasion. And, the place sweetens the deal by donating 20 percent 
of sales of its spiffy reusable pint containers of ice cream to local 
charities, including Hospice Giving Foundation and MEarth.

n Best Sandwich or Burger 
r.g. Burgers — 201 The Crossroads, Carmel, and 570 
Munras Ave., Monterey (next to Trader Joe’s) – Lunch and din-
ner daily - (831) 626-8054, (831) 372-4930 - rgburgers.com

These “real good” burgers are always juicy, and there are 
so many choices, you might need a few minutes with the menu 
— or multiple visits. Start with a grown-up beer or relive child-
hood with a Tootsie Pop float of chocolate ice cream and orange 
soda. If your cardiologist is looking, order a veggie burger with 
steamed broccoli and a fresh side salad (or not — what’s the car-
diologist doing there anyway?). Otherwise, try the Cheesy Mac 
burger, a burger with bacon, or one with pastrami. A side of fries 
or some chili round out a deliciously decadent indulgence. There 
are plenty of other sandwiches and wings to choose from, too. 
Luckily, the Monterey location is within walking distance of the 
Sports Center.

n Best Breakfast 
Katy’s Place — Mission between Fifth and Sixth, Carmel 
– Breakfast and lunch daily, closes at noon on Wednesdays - 
(831) 624-0199 - katysplacecarmel.com

“The most precious ingredient that goes into every meal at 
Katy’s Place is ... Love.” That’s what the website says, and Car-
melites agree, year after year. Twenty kinds of Benedicts include 
an ode to Ireland, with homemade corned beef hash; one from 
Russia with love, with caviar and smoked salmon; and a Windy 
City tribute with pulled pork and spicy Hollandaise. You can also 
choose between Belgian waffles or Grandma Amanda’s Peanut 
Butter Pancakes. 

There are blintzes rolled up with fresh berries and gluten-free 
specialties for those who prefer them. If you’ve got a big day 
ahead, house specials include traditional biscuits and gravy, and 
huevos rancheros to spice up your morning. And they’re just get-
ting warmed up. You know, like the maple syrup.

n Best Coffee
Carmel Valley Coffee Roasting Co. — Roasting 
facility at 212 Mid Valley Center, Carmel Valley, with retail 
locations on Ocean Avenue in Carmel, Mid Valley Shopping 
Center, The Barnyard, The Crossroads, Lighthouse Avenue in 
Pacific Grove, and on Washington in downtown Monterey - 
Hours vary by location, but generally open starting at 6 and 7 
a.m. – See carmelcoffeeroasters.com for locations, hours and 
contact phone numbers

The certified organic roaster by California Certified Organ-
ic Farmers has been in business since 1994, with one mission: 
“to provide serious handcrafted coffee, using the finest Arabica 
beans, delivered very fresh to discerning customers.” Roast Mas-
ter Tina Muia and her staff slow-roast organic coffee beans daily, 
churning out Carmel Foglifter — which works as advertised — 
and 14 other varieties and blends including Fair Trade Ethiopian, 
organic Guatemala and organic Sumatra. Owners Dean & Janet 
McAthie “get” coffee culture, too. Every location is designed 
for relaxation and convivial pleasure. Baristas are friendly and 
knowledgeable, and there are plenty of locally made snacks to 
nosh on. Sip in the shop or take home a bag o’beans — or do 
both.

n Best Coffeehouse
Carmel Coffee House and Roasting Co. — South 
side of Ocean, between San Carlos and Dolores, in the Las 
Tiendas building – 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. daily; call for winter hours 
(831) 626-2095 – carmelcoffee.com

Late local cartoonist Gus Arriola created Carmel Coffee 
House’s logo, a caffeinated beatnik sea otter (also named Gus) 
in 2008. The furry little guy’s been sipping happily ever since, 
and why not? The airy Las Tiendas location with its pet-friendly 
patio is a great place to start the day, perhaps with a copy of the 
police log and some friendly conversation. Linger over a cup of 
Ocean Avenue blend or get a jump start with some espresso. All 
the beans are roasted on-site, in small batches, and are available 
by the pound to take home. No word on whether that patio is also 
otter-friendly, but one never knows.

AWARDS
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n Best Wine List
n Best Happy Hour
n Best Restaurant 
for a Special Occasion
The Sardine Factory — 701 Wave St., 
Monterey – Dinner nightly, Lounge Menu 
nightly, Happy Hours from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
and 9:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. nightly - (831) 
373-3775 - sardinefactory.com

Happy 50th birthday to this Monterey land-
mark, which even out-of-town movie buffs may 
recognize from its moment in “Play Misty for 
Me,” Clint Eastwood’s directorial debut. Allow 
yourself plenty of time to peruse the wine list — 
with more than 1,600 labels and 12,000 bottles, 
you can get anything from a $9 glass of French 
rosé to a bottle of one of the wine cellar’s “trea-
sures,” which can set you back almost $1,000. 
Not aiming that high? Try the lounge, where you 
can enjoy happy hour not once, but twice every 
evening, with signature drinks for $7, draft beers 
for $5.75 and up, and a few wines by the glass 
for $5. There are yummy snacks for $6 apiece, 
including a basket of house-made French fries 
or sweet potato fries; truffle sea salt popcorn 
with pecorino romano butter, and fresh tomato 
bruschetta. And although the whole restaurant 
is a great place to celebrate, for optimum effect 
you’ll want to reserve a table in the Conservato-
ry or book the whole wine cellar for your private 
party.

n Best Brunch
n Best Piano Bar
Mission Ranch — 26270 Dolores St., 
Carmel - Piano bar Monday through Satur-
day, Dinner nightly from 5 p.m., Sunday jazz 
brunch 10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., - (831) 625-9040 
- missionranchcarmel.com

It’s Sunday morning and you want someone 

n Best Pizza
Gianni’s – 725 Lighthouse Ave., Monterey 
– Dinner Monday through Wednesday, Lunch 
and dinner Thursday through Saturday - (831) 
626-5454 – giannispizzamonterey.com

Since 1974, the Costa family has been run-
ning this popular spot to split a pie, have some 
lasagna, or chow down on an Italian sub. With 
28 possible toppings, there’s sure to be a combi-
nation that suits your mood. Or, order one of the 
house specials, like BBQ Chicken pizza with 
red onion and fresh cilantro; the Super Veggie, 
or Gianni’s special with cheese, pepperoni, on-
ions, mushrooms black olives, bell peppers and 
fresh Italian sausage. There’s beer, wine and a 
full bar to help you wash things down, and for 
dessert, have a cannoli or one of 24 different va-
rieties of gelato. It’s been more than 40 years — 
they must be doing something right.

n Best Buffet
Crazy Horse — 1425 Munras Ave., Mon-
terey, in the Red Lion Hotel (formerly Bay 
Park) – Breakfast, lunch and dinner daily - 
(831) 649-4771 - crazyhorserestaurant.com

For a moment, step away from the trendy 
Brussels sprout-laden, kale-infested salad bars 
that inhabit some establishments. The buffet 
at Crazy Horse in the Red Lion Hotel hasn’t 
changed much, at least since Pluto was still a 
planet and the clambake was still the Crosby. 
And that’s wonderful. Sure, there’s salad, and 
plenty of it — greens, onions, cucumbers, to-
matoes and more than a dozen dressing choices 
— but this is a place to make a real meal. Pile on 
warm chicken breast and a bit of cheese, indulge 
in the tuna macaroni salad, and even put a dollop 
of whipped honey butter on your sweet potato. 
Did we mention it comes with an adorable little 
cup of ice cream or sorbet at the end? ’Cause 
it does.
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The GGR Group

Paul N. Gregory III,  
C(k)P®, CRPS®, CPFA
Senior Vice President 
Senior Financial Advisor

831.625.7024

paul_gregoryiii@ml.com

Merrill Lynch 
3775 Via Nona Marie 
Suite 101 
Carmel, CA 93923

fa.ml.com/ggr

Helping you achieve your goals 
has always been ours
Congratulations to Paul N. Gregory III for 
being named to the 2018 Financial Times 
“Top 401 Retirement Plan Advisers” list.

Source: The Financial Times “Top 401 Retirement Advisers” list (FT 401) is based on data gathered from financial 
advisors, regulatory disclosures, and the FT’s research. The listing reflects each advisor’s status in five primary areas, 
including Defined Contribution (DC) assets under management (AUM), specialization in the DC business, growth in  
DC plan business, years of experience advising DC plans and compliance record. Rankings are based on the opinions  
of Financial Times and not representative nor indicative of any one client’s experience, future performance, or 
investment outcome and should not be construed as an endorsement of the advisor. For more information,  
visit https://www.ft.com/reports/top-401-advisers. All rights reserved. 
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith 
Incorporated, a registered broker-dealer and Member SIPC, and other subsidiaries of Bank of America Corporation.

Investment products: Are Not FDIC Insured Are Not Bank Guaranteed May Lose Value
The Bull Symbol and Merrill Lynch are trademarks of Bank of America Corporation.
C(k)P® is a registered trademark of The Retirement Advisor University, Inc. CRPS® is a registered service mark of the 
College for Financial Planning. 
© 2018 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. | ARJSNNYK | AD-10-18-0238 | 471003PM-0318 | 10/2018
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Pacific Grove Travel
593 Lighthouse Ave., Pacific Grove, CA | 831-373-0631 | pgtravel.com

CST 1003488-10

THANK YOU
Pine Cone readers

for supporting 
Pacific Grove Travel 
for almost 40 years

BEST TRAVEL 
AGENCY

Pacific Grove Travel

Spotlight on Tuscany
April 23–May 1, 2019

Join us and the PG Chamber of Commerce 
on this amazing trip with Collette Tours 

to Tuscany, Italy!
You’ll stay in one hotel only and 

take tours from there to the beautiful 
towns and villages of the area.

Visit Montecatini Terme, Florence, Lucca, 
Gothic Line, Pisa, Siena and more! Fun

winery tours and cooking classes offered!

Only $3399.00 per person 
(based on double occupancy) 
with transportation from the 

Monterey Peninsula included!
Book today!

Alaska!
June 25–July 5, 2019

Join us on our annual trek to America’s 
Last Frontier…Alaska! 

We’ll sail on the beautiful 
Grand Princess from San Francisco. 

Transportation from Monterey Peninsula 
to the pier is included!

10 days round trip from SF visiting 
Juneau, Skagway, Glacier Bay, 

Sitka and Victoria BC. 
The Grand Princess is an oasis 

of relaxation while experiencing 
the stunning beauty of Alaska!

 
Prices start at $2119.00 per person 

(based on double occupancy)

Pacific Northwest 
on Princess Cruises! 
Oct. 20 – Oct. 27, 2019

Join us for a different itinerary 
on the beautiful Grand Princess 

to the Pacific Northwest! 

Round trip from San Francisco 
enjoying 7 luxurious days visiting 

Astoria, Oregon; Seattle, 
Washington; and Vancouver and 

Victoria, British Columbia!

Prices start at just 
$1344.00 per person 

(based on double occupancy)

Christmas Markets 
on the Danube!

Dec. 1– Dec. 8, 2019

We’ve teamed up with our good friends 
at AMA Waterways for a spectacular trip 

to the Christmas Markets along the Danube 
on board the new ship the AMA Magna! 

Visit Vilshofen, Passau, Linz, 
Weissenkirchen, Krems, Vienna 

and Budapest! 

Prices start at just $2981.00 
per person, cruise only 

(based on double occupancy)

Mary Potter, CTC; Joe Shammas, CTC; Laura Lockett, CTC
Your Pacific Grove local travel professionals

Call or 
come in to 
learn more!
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You’re the best too!

G e n e r a l  C o n t r ac to r s ,  I n c .  

tuccini a la scripture, but OK.) He probably would have fit right 
in here. An amorous feast might include oysters, beef tartare, ol-
ives and fat, satisfying pappardelle. Sweet desserts and beverages 
abound — the wine list is dizzying.

n Most Dog-Friendly Restaurant
n Most Dog-Friendly Hotel
Cypress Inn – Lincoln and Seventh, Carmel – Lunch and 
dinner daily, tea Saturday (reservations required), Sunday 
brunch - (831) 620-7454 - cypress-inn.com or 
carmelterrys.com

The best thing about having drinks with your dog is that he 
won’t shame you, or post an unflattering photo of you on Face-
book later, so go ahead and order your pal a Muttini during Yap-
py Hour and get yourself a classic cocktail. Doris Day’s inn is a 
natural watering hole for the four-legged set, and in addition to 
drinks inspired by Cary Grant, Ronald Reagan and Kirk Doug-
las, among others, you can have a delicious meal. Offerings at 
Terry’s Restaurant and Lounge (named for Day’s late son, Terry 
Melchior) include rich, truffle-scented ravioli, as well as locals’ 
favorites like sand dabs and Castroville artichokes. After dinner, 
your pal gets his own blankets to enjoy a warm evening in the 
room. Enjoy!

n Best Restaurant in Carmel
n Best Bartender
Grasing’s Coastal Cuisine, Ira Comello  — At 
Sixth and Mission - Open daily for lunch and dinner, and 
brunch on Sunday - (831) 624-6562 - gratings.com 

After working in some of the world’s finest restaurants, chef 
Kurt Grasing founded one of his own in 1998 when he opened 
Grasing’s. Using fresh local ingredients and boasting an atmo-
sphere of modest elegance, the restaurant serves food that is sim-
ple but stylish, and bursting with texture and flavors. The menu 
includes favorites like pepper-seared ahi tuna, herb-crusted sea 
bass and grilled Portobello mushroom, while the wine list show-
cases some of California’s wineries, as well as those from distant 
places around the world. And just as they did in 2016, our readers 
chose Ira Comello as Best Bartender. A self-proclaimed “social 
chemist,” Comello combines product knowledge and the ability 
to craft a good cocktail with an attention to customer service. He 
also makes everyone feel right at home. “I like to anticipate what 
our guests need,” he explains.

else to make your brunch. Who better than the Mission Ranch, 
(aka Clint’s place)? The spread here offers an amazing variety of 
choices. Start with a salad. Or go straight for a beef burrito with 
mole sauce, classic eggs Benedict or put something healthy-ish 
together at the hot oatmeal bar. At the chef’s table you’ll find ham 
baked with pineapple and roast prime rib of beef. Round out the 
meal and prepare for your power nap with a slice of pie, a few 
cookies or some chocolate mousse. On other nights of the week, 
drop into the piano bar to listen to great local performers from 5 
to 8 p.m., and join in the fun by singing along, starting at 9 p.m.

n Best New Restaurant
Stationæry — San Carlos Square, on San Carlos and 
between Fifth and Sixth – Breakfast, lunch and dinner daily, 
afternoon snacks from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. – info@thestationaery.
com, www.thestationaery.com

Stationæry opened in the spot formerly occupied by Club Ja-
lapeno at the end of August, and immediately caught our readers’ 
attention — and palates. Charming, sleek and modern, the restau-
rant encourages Carmelites to start the day with a very important 
meal of things like avocado and egg toast on country bread, a 
bowl of sausage and gravy, or a ham-and-egg sandwich with Di-
jon béchamel. 

Later in the day, you can get your quinoa fix (puffed quinoa, 
no less) in a salad, pass the pasta with spaghetti with pork sausage 
and broccoli rabe, or have a thoroughly modern patty melt with 
crispy shallots and cheddar on brioche.

n Most Romantic Restaurant
Casanova — Fifth Avenue between Mission and San Carlos, 
Carmel – Lunch and dinner daily, Sunday brunch - (831) 625-
0501 - casanovacarmel.com

Ah, romance. It’s part of the essence of Bohemia, n’est-ce 
pas? Just think of sitting around Vincent van Gogh’s table (no, 
really — it was the artist’s table), available for private parties, and 
the Georis family has a romance-laden spot in a town that’s host-
ed the lascivious and the loquacious, but most of all, the lovelorn 
and love-lost. 

And Casanova, that famous womanizer, once engineered a 
prison break involving a spike, hidden in a Bible, further secreted 
under a giant plate of pasta. (Not sure how one would explain fet-

n Best Restaurant Service
Lucia at Bernardus Lodge — 415 W. Carmel Valley 
Road - Open daily for breakfast, lunch and dinner, and brunch 
on Saturday and Sunday - (831) 658-3595 - 
bernarduslodge.com, opentable.com

Infused with the “beauty and artistry” of Carmel Valley, Lucia 
at Bernardus Lodge offers a French-inspired menu that changes 
with the seasons. With chef Cal Stamenov at the helm, the restau-
rant’s menu features distinctive entrees like hand-cut tagliatelle, 
grilled jidori chicken, Portobello Wellington and Sonoma duck 
breast. While the food draws raves, so does the restaurant’s staff, 
which adds a warm and personal touch, and makes everybody 
feel right at home from the moment they’re seated to when they 
step back out into the beautifully landscaped grounds.

n Best Restaurant in Big Sur
Sierra Mar at Post Ranch Inn — On Highway 1, 
27 miles south of Carmel - Open daily for lunch and dinner - 
(831) 667-2800 - postranchinn.com 

With expansive views of the Big Sur coastline that will leave 
you speechless, Sierra Mar has an almost unfair advantage over 
other restaurants. But it’s far more than just another pretty place, 
with food that dazzles the senses. With Elizabeth Murray as ex-
ecutive chef, Sierra Mar offers a three-course, prix-fixe lunch, 
and a four-course, prix-fixe dinner. The menu changes daily, with 
dinner entrees like carrot cavatelli, seared king salmon and roast-
ed duck breast. The restaurant is also famous for its wine cellar, 
which includes more than 2,600 selections.

n Best Restaurant in Carmel Valley
Cafe Rustica — 10 Del Fino Place – Open Tuesday 
through Sunday for lunch and dinner, with a limited afternoon 
menu - (831) 659-4444 - caferusticavillage.com 

While there’s something for every taste at Cafe Rustica, the 
Carmel Valley gem truly excels when it comes to pasta and pizza. 
The menu includes enticing options like butternut squash ravio-
li, wood oven baked rigatoni and capellini with grilled shrimp, 
along with thin-crust pizzas that stray from the conventional, like 
the Flammekueche, which comes with diced prosciutto, onions, 
fresh thyme and crème fraîche; Jose’s Pizza Verde, which in-

From previous page
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mumʼs place
246 forest ave, pacific grove | 831-732-6250

www.mumsfurniture.com | mon-sat 10am - 5:30pm

Mumʼs Place would like to thank 
the Carmel Pine Coneʼs readers for voting us

Best Furniture Store of 2018

2008 2013 2015 2016 2017 2018
cludes tomatillo sauce, chicken, corn, feta cheese, Monterey jack 
cheese, parmesan, cherry tomatoes and cilantro; and the BBQ 
Chicken, which features hickory-smoked BBQ sauce, Monterey 
jack cheese, thinly sliced red onions, fresh cilantro and roasted 
peanuts.

n Best Restaurant in Monterey
Montrio Bistro — 414 Calle Principal, Monterey – Din-
ner nightly – (831) 648-8880 – montrio.com

Located inside a historic firehouse, Montrio has won numer-
ous national and regional awards for its food and wine since 
opening its doors in 1995. Embracing sustainable and environ-
mentally sensitive practices, and emphasizing organic food, the 
restaurant offers a creative mix of European- and American-in-
fluenced comfort food. With classic favorites like the Ultimate 
American Burger, and inventive entrees like Organic Sweet Pota-
to-Pecan Ravioli, Montrio lives up to its laurels.

n Best Restaurant in Pebble Beach
Roy’s at the Inn at Spanish Bay — 2700 17 Mile 
Drive – Breakfast, lunch and dinner daily – (800) 877-0597 - 
pebblebeach.com

Serving up a wonderfully eclectic menu of Hawaiian-inspired 
cuisine, celebrity chef Roy Yamaguchi has made this restaurant a 
favorite among locals and visitors alike. It’s also the perfect place 
for a bite or refreshment after a round of golf, and as an added 
bonus, you can hear a bagpiper play at sunset. The menu is filled 
with mouth-watering entrees like North Shore-style pork chops 
with kimchi mashed potatoes; a roasted island-style Jidori half 
chicken with coconut mashed potato and red curry sauce; and 
Roy’s teriyaki-grilled swordfish, which comes with truffle cauli-
flower and lemongrass mango sauce.

n Best Restaurant in Pacific Grove
Passionfish — 701 Lighthouse Ave. - Open daily for dinner 
- (831) 655-3311 - passionfish.net 

Passionfish is widely recognized for its impressive and ev-
er-changing menu of sustainable seafood. Located in the heart of 

From previous page

Continues next page

Thinking of buying or selling a house in the Monterey Peninsula? 
Be sure to use a realtor who advertises in The Pine Cone. 

They care about the community ... and they care about you!

Ocean Ave & Mission St | Carmel-by-the-Sea | 831.624.0138 | CarmelPlaza.com

REMARKABLY CARMEL
Downtown Carmel-by-the-Sea

facebook.com/shopcarmelplaza @carmelplaza

Nestled in the heart of downtown Carmel-by-the-Sea, Carmel Plaza is home to one-of-a- 
kind fashion fi nds and specialty national brands, distinctive restaurants, gourmet shops, 
wine tasting rooms and more—in a relaxed yet sophisticated setting.

WELCOME AT&T PEBBLE BEACH PRO-AM VISITORS

Labor Day Sales
Throughout the Weekend

IN SELECT STORES

Anthropologie 
Beachwood Home
Blair Estate Tasting Room
Bottega Veneta
Cantina Clothing Company
Carmel Honey Company
Cole Haan

Cos Bar 
Fellini Salon
Hahn Family Wines Tasting Room
Impressions Fine & Fashion Jewelry 
Janie and Jack 
Kate Spade
Khaki’s of Carmel

Lala Blues
L’Occitane En Provence 
Madrigal
Mark Fenwick
Parts Unknown
Roller Rabbit
Seaside Yoga Sanctuary-Carmel 

Sur La Table
The Cheese Shop
The Dog House
Tiffany & Co.
Wrath Tasting Room 
Vineyard Vines
Yves Delorme, Paris

Dining
Carmel Coffee + Cocoa Bar
Flying Fish Grill
Patisserie Boissiere Restaurant 

Yeast of Eden Restaurant & Brewery
Opens Mid-December

Enjoy Shopping, Dining & Wine Tasting

Voted Best Shopping Center 2018 & 2017
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Thank you for 

your vote and 

continued support!

   

  2015

  2016

  2017

  2018

development.

architecture.

planning.

adamjeselnick.com

546 Carmel Rancho Blvd, Carmel 
831-620-1251  primscarmel.com

2018 Golden Pine
Cone Award

WINNER!

WWW.PRIMSCARMEL.COM

THANK YOU
FOR VOTING
PRIM’S BEST

HOUSEWARES
STORE!

downtown Pacific Grove, the restaurant serves up an irresistible 
array of appetizers and entrees from the sea, including smoked 
trout ceviche tostaditas with cashew pesto and spicy salsa bra-
va; Dungeness crab salad with avocado and a spicy ginger vinai-
grette; local rockfish with a jicama-mint salad; and sea scallops 
with tomato-truffle butter and savory rice custard.

n Best Restaurant in Seaside
Gusto’s — 1901 Fremont Blvd., Seaside – Open daily for 
lunch and dinner - (831) 899-5825 - gustopizzeriapasta.com

Owner and general manager Denis Boaro learned to cook from 
his grandfather, who owned a restaurant in a small town called 
San Zenone degli Ezzelini in northern Italy. Today, he serves piz-
za and pasta in his own restaurant, which has earned a devoted 
following for its delicious flavors and upbeat atmosphere. With 
an emphasis on fresh, local and organic ingredients, Boaro and 
his staff offer a generous variety of classic Italian favorites.

RECREATION AND 
THE ARTS AWARDS

n Best Local Artist
Will Bullas — willbullas.com

The president of the nonprofit Carmel Art Association and a 
gifted illustrator with an impressive resume, Will Bullas finds hu-
mor just about everywhere. The Carmel Valley resident seeks cre-
ative inspiration in every witty play on words, and he’s a master at 
using animals to poke fun at humans. Some of his more memora-
ble subjects include a dog sipping a glass of wine, a gorilla trying 
on a pair of sunglasses, a pig dressed in a Roman toga.

n Best Photo Gallery
Weston Gallery — On Sixth between Dolores and Lin-
coln - 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Tuesday through Sunday - (831) 
624-4453 - westongallery.com 

It’s hard to imagine there’s a more famous family in fine art 
photography than the Westons, whose patriarch, Edward Weston, 
is considered one of its pioneers. Two of his sons, Cole and Brett 
Weston, followed in his footsteps, and established themselves as 
world class artists. Today, their works — and those by masters 
like Ansel Adams, Wynn Bullock and Imogene Cunningham 
—  can be found at Weston Gallery, along with images by a new 
generation of photographers who are pushing the limits of their 
art form.

n Best Sculpture Gallery  
Steven Whyte — Su Vecino Court on Dolores between 
Fifth and Sixth - (831) 620-1917 -stevenwhytesculptor.com

Widely recognized for his larger-then-life bronze sculptures 
that adorn many public spaces in England and the United States, 
Steven Whyte is an institution in town, where each year he creates 
a mystery sculpture of a famous figure in Devendorf Park during 
the annual Carmel Art Festival. He can also be found throughout 
the year in his studio/gallery on Dolores, greeting the public and 
working on his next piece.

n Best Art Gallery
Carmel Art Association — West side of Dolores be-
tween Fifth and Sixth - open daily - (831) 624-6176 - 
carmelart.org

Founded in 1927, the Carmel Art Association is one of Amer-
ica’s oldest nonprofit art galleries. Representing more than 100 
contemporary artists, the downtown gallery presents monthly 
shows that call attention to the rich creative talent that exists here 
on the Monterey Peninsula.  Located in the heart of downtown, 
the gallery also hosts meet-the-artist receptions, films, lectures 
and concerts.

n Best Local Theater Company
PacRep Theatre — Monte Verde and Eighth - (831) 622-
0100 - www.pacrep.org 

Founded by Stephen Moorer as GroveMont Theatre in 1982, 
PacRep Theatre presents an array of theatrical productions and 
events throughout the year, including the annual Carmel Shake-
speare Festival. With the Golden Bough Playhouse and Forest 
Theater providing stages for plays and musicals “that engage, 
excite, educate and inspire,” PacRep celebrates “the transforming 
power of the creative spirit.” The theater company is also known 
for its ever-changing rock ’n’ roll tribute concerts and its School 
of Dramatic Arts, which introduces kids to the joys of live theater.

From previous page

Continues next page

Pebble Beach reads The Pine Cone
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S C H E I D V I N E Y A R D S . C O M

TAS T E  FOR  YOURSE L F

THANK  YOU!

Carmel-by-the -Sea
San Carlos & 7th | 831.626.WINE (9463) 

Pouring from 12 noon Daily

 VOTED

BEST
M O N T E R E Y  C O U N T Y
CABERNET SAUVIGNON
BY CARMEL PINE CONE READERS

n Best Concert Venue
Sunset Center — San Carlos between Eighth and Ninth - 
(831) 620-2048 - sunsetcenter.org

Beginning its life as a school in 1926, Sunset Center is a is 
now a state-of-the-art performing arts center that attracts world-
class talent. Owned by the city and operated by a nonprofit group, 
Sunset offering a dynamic and diverse schedule of entertainment. 
The 2018-19 lineup includes shows by Burt Bacharach, Emmy-
lou Harris, Pilobolus, Second City and many others. The center 
also provides a home for the Marjorie Evans Gallery, the Carmel 
Yoga Center, the Arts Council for Monterey County, and the Cen-
ter for Photographic Art.

n Best Place to Relax and Listen to Music
Folktale Winery — 8940 Carmel Valley Road - (831) 
293-7500 - folktalewinery.com

Founded as Chateau Julien Wine Estate in 1982, Folktale Win-
ery & Vineyards not only features a 5-acre organic vineyard and a 
state -of-the-art winemaking operation, but showcases musicians 
from near and far. The winery provide a stage for up-and-coming 
local singer-songwriters like Taylor Rae, Razzvio and Austin Me-
treyeon, and hosts concerts for out-of-town acts — particularly 
those with an affection for country music.

n Best Local Music Group (classical)
Monterey Symphony — (831) 646-8511 - 
montereysymphony.org

Led by conductor and music director Max Bragado-Darman, 
the Monterey Symphony is the only all-professional orchestra 
based on the Monterey Peninsula. Committed to preserving the 
legacy of classical music through performances and education, 

From previous page

Continues next page

Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday night by email —
Free subscriptions at www. carmelpinecone.com

FINE WINES ~ CRAFT BEERS ~ SPIRITS
CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA

831-624-1805  |  6th & Junipero, Carmel | SurfnSandLiquors.com
Hours: Sun-Thur 8am - 8pm, Fri & Sat 8am - 9pm 

Thank You
Best Wine Store 

2018
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Celebrating Our 33rd Year!

831-624-3024 • 5TH & MISSION STREET
Carmel-by-the-Sea

marchharesaloncarmel.com

Best Hair Salon 2018
We are grateful, honored, and excited 

to continue serving you. 
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2018

To advertise in our Food & Wine section
Call Jessica Dixon (831) 274-8590    jessica@carmelpinecone.com

2017

2018

Thank you for voting us 

BEST Indian Restaurant

Daily 11:30-2:30 lunch buffet
Weekend Champagne buffet Saturday and Sunday 

Dinner 5-9 pm daily
831-250-5940

3690 The Barnyard, Carmel
aabhaindian.com

We do catering for all occasions.

Download the free Aabha app 
Online ordering available

Aquarium, it’s easy to understand why the 
world-class attraction, in the heart of historic 
Cannery Row, is this year’s winner of the Best 
Family Friendly Activity. More than 35,000 
creatures representing more than 550 species 
are contained in 34 galleries. With nearly 200 
exhibits in all, the aquarium calls itself “a win-
dow to the wonders of the ocean.”

n Best Local Festival
Carmel Bach Festival — NW Corner 
of 10th and Mission - (831) 624-1521 - 
bachfestival.org

Celebrating classical music for more than 80 
years, the Carmel Bach Festival began in 1935 
as a four-day series of concerts at the Sunset 
School Auditorium and Carmel Mission Basil-
ica. But the festival over the years grew to two 
weeks of concerts, recitals, master classes, lec-
tures and rehearsals, and now, under the lead-
ership of Music Director and Conductor Paul 
Goodwin and Executive Director Steve Fried-
lander, the organization offers “innovative artis-
tic programming.” 

n Best Church-Sponsored 
Festival
Jewish Food Festival — 5716 Carmel 
Valley Road – (831) 624-2015 – 
carmelbethisrael.org

For 30 years, the Annual Jewish Food Fes-
tival has been put on by Congregation Beth Is-
rael Carmel’s entire congregation. The festival, 
which features traditional Jewish food, music 
and crafts, is a must-attend event. Contemplate 
this: an egg cream has neither eggs or nor cream. 
Discuss, at least until the 2019 event on Aug. 25 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

the symphony will play six concerts this season 
between October and May, celebrating the mu-
sic of the genre’s greatest composers and calling 
attention to some of its most exciting contempo-
rary performers.

n Best Local Music Group 
(rock, jazz and pop)
The Money Band — moneyband.org

Led by singer Zoe Alexander, the Money 
Band serves up a high-energy mix of dance-ori-
ented pop and rock favorites that will turn any 
gathering into a party. From Elvis Presley’s 
“Jailhouse Rock,” to Bruno Mars’ “Uptown 
Funk,” the group’s massive set list specializes in 
No. 1 hits, spanning the genres and the decades.

n Best Place to Take Visitors
Point Lobos State Reserve — 
pointlobos.org 

Considered by many to be the crown jewel 
of California’s state parks, Point Lobos State 
Reserve is famous for its rugged coastline, 
windswept cypress groves and its ancient forest 
of Monterey pines. It’s also home to one of the 
richest marine environments on earth — every 
weekend, scuba divers descend on the reserve 
and nearby Monastery Beach to explore the 
mysterious world that lives beneath the waves. 
For those who prefer land to sea, the park’s 
many trails offer easy access to scenic vistas and 
idyllic picnic spots along the coast.

n Best Family-Friendly 
Activity 
Monterey Bay Aquarium — 886 
Cannery Row in Monterey - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
every day - (831) 648-4800 - 
montereybayaquarium.org

If you’ve ever been to the Monterey Bay 

From previous page

Continues next page

Carmel Valley reads The Pine Cone
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 Thank You!
 11 Years in a Row

Best Plastic Surgeon
Dr. Douglas Sunde
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n Best Golf Course
Pebble Beach Golf Links —1700 17-Mile Drive, Peb-
ble Beach - Hours vary by season - (831) 622-8723 - 
pebblebeach.com

Designed by Jack Neville and Douglas Grant, the famed Peb-
ble Beach Golf Links hugs the rugged coastline, providing wide-
open vistas, cliff-side fairways and sloping greens. 

Since 1919, the exquisite beauty and unique dynamics of the 
famed course have challenged and thrilled golfers and spectators. 
The course has also been the site of golf’s most prestigious tour-
naments, including the annual AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-Am, and 
the U.S. Open Championship next year. 

n Best Place to Watch a Sunset 
n Best Place to Walk a Dog
n Best Beach

Carmel Beach — Ocean Avenue and Scenic Road - free
parking along Scenic is permitted from 6 a.m. to midnight - 
ci.carmel.ca.us

The water isn’t as warm as Maui, but the scenery on Carmel
Beach is arguably as pretty, and you won’t have to fight droves of 
other sun seekers for a space to throw your towel down. Whether 
it’s dipping your toes in the water, watching a sunset or playing 
fetch with Spot, Carmel Beach is hard to beat, and it’s the winner 
of three Golden Pine Cone categories this year. 

n Best Hiking Trail 
n My Favorite Park
Garland Ranch Regional Park — 700 W. Carmel
Valley Road, Carmel Valley - 6 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily - mprpd.org

The Monterey Peninsula Regional Park District, the govern-
ment agency that maintains Garland Ranch Regional Park calls it 
the “granddaddy” of its properties, and it was the first of the dis-
trict’s parkland acquisitions. Garland Park, as locals call it, was 
purchased in 1975 from William Garland II, who generously gift-
ed a portion of the cost by reducing the purchase price to below 
fair market value. With its myriad hiking trails and breathtaking 
natural scenery, Garland is this year’s winners for Best Hiking 
Trail and My Favorite Spot. 

n Best Fitness/Health Center
Carmel Valley Athletic Club — 27300 Rancho San
Carlos Road, Carmel Valley - Mon. to Fri., 5:30 a.m. to 10 
p.m., and Sat. and Sun., 6:30 a.m. to 10 p.m. - (831) 624-2737
- cvaconline.com

Called Carmel Valley Racquet Club 50 years ago, the Carm-
el Valley Athletic Club prides itself on its active community of 
members. Apart from tennis, weightlifting, cardio, CVAC offers 
numerous classes ranging from Pilates to aqua aerobics to hot 
yoga. It also offers a youth program that includes swimming and 
a junior tennis academy. “CVAC is not just an athletic club, it is a 
community,” it celebrates. 

n Best Museum 
Monterey Museum of Art — 559 Pacific St., Monterey
– Thursday through Monday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily, closed
Wednesday - (831) 372-5477 - montereyart.org

Located across from Monterey’s historic Colton Hall in Mon-
terey, the  Monterey Museum of Art features galleries devoted 
to exhibitions of American and early Californian painting, pho-
tography and contemporary art. Its current exhibitions include 
“The New Domestics: Finding Beauty in the Mundane,” “Salon 
Jane: The Ethereal Zone,” and “Into the Light: California Women 
Painters.” The Museum store includes creative and unusual cards, 
jewelry, and gifts by local artists, in addition to a selection of 
books of regional interest.

From previous page

Continues next page

Carmel Beach — ’nuf said.

n Best Martial Arts Studio
American Karate — 182 Country Club Gate, Pacific
Grove - (831) 372-5425 - americankaratemonterey.com

American Karate in Pacific Grove said it strives to develop 
the body, mind and spirit through rigorous training. The karate 
studio, which has classes for budding martial artists as young as 
3-1/2 years old, offers kinder karate, beginning, intermediate and
advanced programs and cardio kickboxing. It’s also open Sun-
days from 10 a.m. to 11:15 a.m. for Community Yoga, a class led
by Hannah, one of American Karate’s teachers.

n Best Yoga Studio
Seaside Yoga Sanctuary — 300 Grand Ave., Pacific
Grove; Ocean Avenue and Mission Street, Carmel – Mon-
day to Thursday 7 a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
Saturday 8:30 a.m. to 11 a.m., and Sunday, 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
- (831) 899-9642 – seasideyogasanctuary.com

Offering classes for all levels of yoga enthusiasts, Seaside
Yoga Sanctuary — which recently relocated — has an experi-
enced and well-trained team of instructors. The sanctuary says 
that yoga postures are taught in a safe, supportive manner, incor-
porating basic principles of alignment. “Through the practice of 
yoga we can gain flexibility, strength, breath and body awareness. 
From that awareness, a new healthy lifestyle can be achieved,” 
according to Seaside Yoga Sanctuary. Namaste. Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally
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Crystal Fish 
214 Lighthouse Avenue, Monterey
831-649-3474 | crystalfishmonterey.com

LUNCH 
Mon-Fri • 11:30am - 2pm 

DINNER
Mon-Fri • 5pm - close 

Sat & Sun • 1pm - close

Best 
Japanese/Sushi 

Restaurant

2018

182 Country Club Gate Plaza, Pacific Grove

(831) 372-5425
www.americankaratemonterey.com

Thank you for voting us 
Best Karate School

8 years running!

Classes Include: Tang Soo Do • KinDer Karate 
CarDio KiCKboxing • Yoga • Self DefenSe

Private anD grouP inStruCtion — aDultS anD ChilDren

Come Join our Karate Family!
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RETAIL AWARDS

n Best Florist
Twigery — Seventh, between Lincoln and 
Dolores – 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday – (831) 626-8944 – twigery.com.

Considered a visionary artist renowned for 
his artistic expression and diversity of design, 
master floral designer Michael Merritt believes 
“beauty is not primarily planned; it is the phe-
nomenon that occurs at the moment when all 
relationships are perceived to be harmonious.” 
While he employs a wide variety of various ma-
terials, Merritt also appreciates the beauty in a 
single bloom.

His work has been showcased international-
ly in exhibitions, grand events and periodicals, 
yet Merritt also enjoys creating his floral artistry 
through Twigery, the frequently award-winning 
floral boutique he and his wife Cheryl have 
owned and operated since 2009. 

n Best Furniture Shop
Mum’s Place — 246 Forest Avenue, 
Pacific Grove – 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday – (831) 372-6250 - 
mumsfurniture.com.

Wandering among the classic, traditional, 
transitional, country French and contemporary 
collections at Mum’s Place, clients can custom-
ize their choices with more than 80 furniture 
lines and some 5,000 fabrics. The award-win-
ning furniture store is an enclave of fine home 
furnishings, where the showroom is laden — but 
not overloaded — with a diversity of furniture, 
accessories and objets d’art staged in vignettes 
to inspire imagination. 

Even if clients don’t find what they want, 
they just might want what they find. Since 1986, 
Mum’s has been dedicated to bringing in the 
latest designs on the market, in great variety to 
please a wide variety of tastes and budgets. 

n Best Inn/B&B
Carmel Garden Inn — Fourth Avenue 
and Torres Street – (831) 624-6926 - 
carmelgardeninn.com

Only a few blocks from some of the best 
shopping and dining spots on the Monterey Pen-
insula, management of the Carmel Garden Inn 
like to say that each of its rooms is special and 
has a different personality. 

Whether you decide to stay in The Patio 
Suites, The Rosita or the Torres Rooms, they’re 
all “designed to complement the serenity and 
charm of Carmel while affording a feeling of 
privacy and intimacy not usually found at other 
properties.” Originally built in 1949 as apart-
ments called the Rosita Lodge, the Carmel Gar-
den Inn retains the charm of its original design.

n Best Hotel
Bernardus Lodge & Spa — 
415 W. Carmel Valley Road, Carmel Valley – 
(831) 658-3400 - www.bernarduslodge.com

Originally built by winery owner Bernardus 
Pon in 1999, Bernardus Lodge underwent a ma-
jor renovation after being sold five years ago, 
with significant updates to its rooms, restaurant 
and bar, lobby and spa. Retaining its luxurious 
yet relaxed feel, the lodge is highly praised for 
its top-notch service, comfortable and spacious 
rooms, stellar cuisine under the guidance of 
longtime executive chef Cal Stamenov and his 
team, and beautiful spa, where guests can take 
advantage of a wide range of services in a re-
laxing and sublime setting. There’s plenty to do, 
too, including picking up a game of bocce or 
croquet in the grassy courtyard, or just enjoying 
the richly gardened grounds. Pine Cone read-
ers know that if they want a staycation, or their 
favorite friends or family members are coming 
to town and need somewhere to stay, Bernardus 
Lodge is the best choice.

From previous page

Continues next page
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Best Health/Fitness Club
& Best Yoga Studio

Call 
(831) 620-7362 

for membership 
information
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Griggs Nursery has been thriving in its Carmel Valley location, 
where customers have been watching the current generation of 
Griggs kids grow up among the plants. “We know what works 
here, so we can grow the variety and quality we want for our cus-
tomers,” the family says. “It’s an investment in our community.”

n Best Camping/Skiing/Surfing Store
REI — 145 General Stilwell Drive, Marina – 10 a.m. to 9 
p.m. Monday through Friday, 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday, 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m. – (831) 883-8048 – rei.com/stores/marina

Its mission statement says REI is dedicated to inspiring, ed-
ucating and outfitting for a lifetime of outdoor adventure and 

n Best Golf Shop
Pebble Beach Pro Shop — 1700 17-Mile Drive, Pebble 
Beach – 6:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. daily – (831) 622-8723 – 
pebblebeach.com

Since merchandise is a tangible part of the Pebble Beach ex-
perience guests can take home, the Pro Shop endeavors to provide 
the best products at the highest quality befitting the Pebble Beach 
brand. Since the Pro Shop is often the introduction to a guest’s 
Pebble Beach golf experience, its staff works to ensure it lives up 
to everyone’s dreams and imaginings. The mission of the Pebble 
Beach Pro Shop is to provide products and services guests are 
not likely to find elsewhere. For tourists who have never held a 
golf club, or avid golfers who want to add to their collection, 
the Pebble Beach Pro Shop balances the new and exciting with 
proven brands. 

n Best Hardware Store
Carmel Ace Hardware, 
Forest Hill Ace Hardware, 
Pacific Grove Hardware — 290 Crossroads Blvd., 
1146 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove, 229 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove,
401 Mid Valley Center, Carmel Valley – 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5p.m. Sunday – (831) 
293-8050, (831) 372-3284, (831) 372-646-9144 - 
acehardware.com

Surely it is the specialized service of independently owned 
stores that reminds customers, “Ace is the place with the helpful 
hardware folks.” Maybe it’s because each Ace Hardware store is 
a member of the largest retailer-owned hardware cooperative in 
the business, giving customers a sense of shopping local with the 
backing of big business. Perhaps it is that Ace Hardware employ-
ees are trained to say, “Helping you is the most important thing 
we have to do today” that won them a Golden Pine Cone. It’s what 
they promise and what they deliver.

n Best Housewares Store
Prim’s Carmel — 546 Carmel Rancho Blvd. – 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday – 
(831) 620-1251 – primscarmel.com

Prim’s opened in late 2012, creating a fresh venue in a land-
mark location, increasing the hardware, housewares and paint 
sections of the store, developing the patio, home furniture, bed-
ding and gift departments, and bringing in new vendors. What 
they didn’t change was the customer service. Maybe it wasn’t 
their motto that brought home the award as Best Housewares 
Store — “We stand out from the competition because we deliver 
the products you can’t get anywhere else. We not only offer the 
best products but the best value for you” — but the fact that they 
mean it.

n Best Craft-Knitting-Quilting Shop
Monarch Knitting — 529 Central Ave., Suite 4, Pacific 
Grove – 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through Saturday, noon 
to 4 p.m. Sunday – (831) 647-9276 – monarchknitting.com

Monarch Knitting creates community. The shop welcomes 
you in to a fresh, well-lit atmosphere with cubbies of colorful 
skeins of yarn, and a really cool farm-style table, where you’ll 
feel like you can get right to work and where you’ll feel right at 
home. It evokes a community of craftspeople, where someone 
will show you what you need and how to work with it. Its name is 
a nod to the butterfly sanctuary for which the town is known, but 
this place has knit together another kind of sanctuary. So much 
more than a yarn store; it’s a place where you can take lessons, 
participate in projects, buy beautiful yarn and belong.

n Best Pet Store
The Raw Connection — 26200 Carmel Rancho Blvd. 
– 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday – (831) 626-7555 – therawconnection.com

Sarah Adams sees a raw-food diet as a healthy way to indulge 
a pet. Her focus is to help people transition their dog or cat to eat 
raw food as they were intended, as opposed to dry grains from 
a bag. In 2006, she opened The Raw Connection with what she 
considers the “largest display of raw food in the country.” The 
store sells healthy, tasty treats; handmade, carefully created toys, 
and an array of collars, harnesses and leashes designed to protect 
the neck and spine. The facility also has three treatment rooms 
for chiropractic care, reiki energy healing, and acupuncture, plus 
training and agility classes. Talk about pampered pets.

n Best Garden Shop
Griggs Nursery — 9220 Carmel Valley Rd. – 8 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Sunday – (831) 626-0680 - griggsnursery.com

The key to success for this family-owned business seems to 
be customer service and a wide diversity of products, enabling 
Griggs Nursery to give people what they want and need. They 
hand-select their plants, most of which they grow on a 5-acre par-
cel on Schulte Road, and then bring to the nursery. For 18 years, 

stewardship. Founded in Seattle in 1938, the retail chain carries 
apparel, footwear and gear for a wide range of outdoor and fitness 
activities. By now, even the acronym evokes as vivid a sense of 
the great outdoors as what it stands for, “Recreational Equipment, 
Inc.” Once you walk through the store’s dramatic entrance, you’re 
already on an outdoor adventure. Whether you are a novice or 
expert outdoor enthusiast, the membership-optional store likely 
has something for you. 

From previous page

Continues next page

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally

Thank You
To Our Loyal Customers for Voting Us

Best Restaurant
& 

Best Bartender, Ira Comello
 Carmel, 2018

Thank You to Our Staff for Making this Possible
Looking Forward to Another Great Next Year!

Lunch: Monday-Friday 11:00am - 3:00pm | Dinner: Nightly from 5:00pm

Brunch: Saturday - Sunday 10:30am - 3:00pm |Lounge: 11:00am - Close

NW Corner of 6th and Mission, Carmel-by-the-Sea

(831) 624-6562 | visit our website at Grasings.com
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 Thank you to the Pine Cone readers for voting

L’Escargot
Best French Restaurant

on the Monterey Peninsula
Farm-To-Table

Wednesday Wine Specials ∙ Serving Cocktails 
Private Parties & Events for up to 24 People

Celebrating 60 Years of Serving Country 
French Cuisine to the Carmel Community

Mission St, Near 4th St., Carmel-By-The-Sea | 831-620-1942
Closed Mondays

2012

2016

2017

2018

We would like to express our appreciation 
to the Pine Cone Readers for naming 

KRASA LAW, Inc.

“BEST ESTATE 
PLANNING ATTORNEY” 

704-D Forest Ave., Pacific Grove 831-920-0205
www.krasalaw.com

need or maybe forgot on your way into town. 
The back of the shop looks like the old-fash-
ioned pharmacy it is, yet it provides state-of-the-
art products. The front of the store offers greet-
ing cards and postcards, magazines and books 
by local authors. It has hair accessories and 
hygiene products, perfume and makeup, candy 
and scented candles. The only thing missing is 
a soda fountain.

n Best Children’s 
Clothing Store/Boutique
Zearly Carmel — 161 Crossroads Blvd. 
– 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily – (831) 250-7933 

In establishing Zearly in 2013, architect 
Heather Aldi sought to create a space that would 
support and encourage the local community of 
mothers, children and the people who cherish 
them. “Moms need a moment of grace,” she said. 
“Parenting is not easy, so we need the chance to 
come to a fun place with special things.” 

Aldi’s inspiration for the name Zearly came 
from a favorite family phrase. When her own 
small children awoke before dawn, she would 
exclaim, “Z’early — It’s early — Go back to 
bed.” Two years ago, Aldi moved the children’s 
clothing boutique from its original Carmel lo-
cation into The Crossroads, where the store has 
thrived. 

The award-winning boutique offers heir-
loom-quality toys and gifts, classically styled 
clothing with a modern twist and a welcoming 
atmosphere for shoppers and their little inspi-
rations. “We seek local craftsmen,” said Aldi, 
“who create wonderful products for children 
— beautiful clothing, gorgeous stuffed animals, 
dream catchers from Big Sur, and knitted appar-
el by local artists. There is always something fun 
at Zearly.”

n Best Place to 
Buy Athletic Wear
The Treadmill — 111 Crossroads Blvd. 
– 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday through Friday, 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday – (831) 624-4112 – 
thetreadmill.com

In 1983, the founders began with a vision to 
develop a store that would anchor the running 
community like a starting line. They named it 
The Treadmill, but featured a wider array of fit-
ness products, both high-tech and low-mainte-
nance, and imagined it would become a hub for 
both weekenders and warriors. Janice and Chris 
Cleary, and Cathy and Mike Hirst are coming 
up on seven years since they bought The Tread-
mill and set their sights on selling athletic and 
athleisure wear. Seeing the store as a reflection 
of this community where they live, they en-
deavor to provide what folks need to be active 
or adventurous on the Peninsula. Today, the 
store remains a community center, focused on 
supporting the Big Sur Land Trust, the Ventana 
Wilderness Alliance and the people who come 
through the door.

n Best Pharmacy
Carmel Drug Store — Ocean between 
Dolores and San Carlos – Pharmacy 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m. Monday through Friday; Store 8 a.m. 
to 10 p.m. daily – (831) 624-3819 – carmel-
drugstore.com

Known for offering quality products and 
service, this drugstore might just be the most 
convenient stop in town. Carmel’s classic family 
pharmacy has been independently owned and 
serving the community since 1910. There’s a 
reason it’s lasted so long. 

Located in the heart of Carmel, the narrow 
storefront is chock-full of everything you might 

From previous page

Continues next page

Thank you for voting Dance Kids your 

Favorite Monterey County Non-Profit

Nutcracker is the premier production for Dance Kids of Monterey.
The only local production with a live orchestra.

December 7, 8, 9, 2018 

Tickets on sale now.  www.sunsetcenter.org

2018
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Thank You For Voting Us

BEST PET BOARDING
O N  T H E  M O N T E R E Y  P E N I N S U L A

715 Foam Street, Monterey
831.373.0482   www.casadeamigosanimalhotel.com

2018

Thank You For 
Voting Us 

Best Vegetarian 
Restaurant!

San Carlos between Ocean & 7th, Carmel-By-The-Sea
831.626.8226   www.basilcarmel.com

1ST GREEN RESTAURANT 
CERTIFIED

LUNCH & DINNER | FULL BAR | HEATED PATIO | DOG FRIENDLY | SUNDAY BRUNCH

2018

n Best Women’s 
Clothing Boutique
GBG — Mission and Seventh – 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. daily – (831) 626-3368

Girl Boy Girl has enjoyed more than 27 years 
of styling women in fashions that are considered 
not trendy, but current. Drawing from more than 
60 contemporary designers, all thoughtfully se-
lected for the store, GBG specializes in comfort-
able clothing for women of all sizes and shapes, 
ages and aesthetics. Customers seek established 
designers and a large selection of cashmere, 
and denim, designed to fit and flatter. GBG’s 
seasoned staff always enjoys styling long-time 
clients and new guests.

n Best Women’s Accessories
Augustina’s Designer Boutique — 
San Carlos and Sixth – 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
daily – (831) 624-9901 – augustinasdesign-
erboutique.com

Two years ago, after 25 years in business, 
owner Tracy Delaney Odle redesigned her 
store to introduce an “elevated luxury goods 
boutique” to Carmel. Established in 1987, Au-
gustina’s invites customers to relax in an elegant 
setting, customized with clients in mind. Odle, 
whose mother owned the legendary Signatures 
stores in Carmel, presents an exceptional ros-
ter of designers, among them Jimmy Choo, 
Aquazzura, Oscar de la Renta, Carolina Her-
rera, Giambattista Valli, Michael Kors, Max 
Mara, Roberto Cavalli, Lela Rose, and Nancy 
Gonzalez. 

Augustina’s stylists offer personalized ser-
vice, featuring the finest in designer fashions 
and accessories from around the world.

n Best Men’s Store
Khaki’s of Carmel — Carmel Plaza on 
Ocean – 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday, 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Sunday - 
(831) 625-8106 – khakisofcarmel.com

Khaki’s of Carmel is the award-winning pur-
suit and passion of Jim and Connie Ockert, who 
met in high school, later married, and combined 
creative and entrepreneurial talents to raise a 
family and grow a business. Both continue to 
thrive. The store is a respected purveyor of con-
temporary European and American menswear 
that sells clothing the old-fashioned way; up 
close and personal. 

The essence of Khaki’s lies in the touching 
— some of the finest fabrics in the world; the 
trying — to see if it becomes you before it be-
comes yours; the tailoring — including custom 
fits and made-to-measure apparel; and the tra-
dition — of providing the ultimate in customer 
service.

 

n Best Men’s Shoe Store
Hedi’s Shoes — Ocean and Mission; 
additional locations in the Barnyard, Del 
Monte Center and 330 Alvarado St., Monterey 
– (831) 583-8000– hedi.com

Comfort has never looked — or felt — so 
good. When Haydar Movahedi opened his shoe 
store more than 20 years ago, European comfort 
shoes was an emerging category. “Hedi,” whose 
stores have always been about comfort, man-
aged to cobble together comfort, quality, conve-
nience, and cool, paired with customer service 
from experienced staff who understand fit, form 
and function. Consider brands Pikolinos, Ecco, 
Clarks, Børn, Mephisto and more. 

n Best Women’s Shoe Store
Lloyd’s Shoes — Ocean and Dolores 
– 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily – (831) 625-1382 – 
lloydsshoes.com

Lloyd’s Shoes, a long-time Ocean Avenue at-
traction, aims to offer something for every shop-
per, whether it’s the trendiest style of the season 
or the absolute best travel shoe, always in the 
interest of style, comfort, function and quality. 

Tess Calhoon tucks into her desk adjacent 
the stockroom, among floor-to-ceiling shelving 
of shoeboxes, neatly stacked. When it’s rain-
ing, you’ll find her in her favorite weatherproof 
Aquatalia olive-suede booties. Calhoon works 
with her father, Jeff Greenberg, to run the pop-
ular shoe store, which celebrates its 38th anni-
versary and another Golden Pine Cone this year.  

n Best Place to Buy 
Designer Clothes
Debra C — 129 Crossroads Blvd. – 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Monday through Saturday, noon to 5 
p.m. Sunday – (831) 624-9400 – debrac.com.

Debra Couch established her exclusive store 
in Beverly Hills and then, in 2011, opened a 
second store at The Crossroads, quickly garner-

From previous page

Continues next page

ing a loyal clientele and a collection of awards. 
Couch, a woman who makes fashion look ef-
fortless, says it is — or should be. Particularly if 
you shop at her boutique of European designer 
apparel for women. 

Whether you’re looking at Valentino, Mis-
soni, Bogner or her private label, she says, it’s 
all about the way it’s put together. “We’re high 
end, so the apparel endures. You can do the same 
look next year, or add a new piece and mix it 
up.” 

n Best Leather Goods Store 
Augustina’s — Ocean at Mission & 
San Carlos – 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday – 
(831) 624-2403 – augustinaleathers.com. 

Augustina’s is an exclusive leather goods 
boutique, known for representing the largest se-
lection of Remy leathers in California. “We of-
fer custom leathers, crafted in the United States, 
for men and women,” said owner Tracy Delaney 
Odle, “in any size, any color. We specialize in 
jackets, vests, coats, pants and skirts, as well as 
beautiful handmade leather belts in exotic skins 
— gator, lizard, ostrich and horn back.” 

831-393-3030

1721 Del Monte Blvd, Seaside, CA, 93955

www.lexusmonterey.com

Thank you for voting us 
Best Car Dealer

Service Hours:  M-F: 7:30 – 6:30 | Sat: 7:30 – 6:00 | Sun: 7:30 – 5:00
Sales Hours:  M-F: 9:00 – 7:00 | Sat: 9:00 – 6:00 | Sun: 10:00  – 5:00

2018
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2016 2017 2018

FRESH PASTA | GENUINE ITALIAN HOSPITALITY | GREAT TIMES! 

1901 Fremont Blvd., Seaside  |  831.899.5825  |  gustopizzeriapasta.com

Carmel Pine Cone readers for voting Gusto’s the 
BEST Restaurant in Seaside for 3 Years in a Row! 

Join Us for Happy Hour
25% OFF Cocktails, Wines-by-the-Glass & Draft Beer

Monday thru Thursday 4:30pm-6:30pm

Thank you 

“Best Place to Buy 
Athletic Wear”

HANK YOU OR OTING 
US THE...

FAMILY WNED & PERATED
FIND US N111 THE CROSSROADS BLVD.

CARMEL, CA  
(831) 624-4112  
www.thetreadmill.com  

G O L D E N  P I N E  C O N E S
She was right. Wife of the Rev. John Sny-

der, pastor of Carmel Presbyterian Church, Shi-
rin sought a way to extend a wider outreach in 
the community. Her plan was to create a benefit 
shop that would give some people a chance to 
give, others a chance to buy bargains, and those 
in need, a chance to receive. There is no place 
like home to start giving. People volunteer at 
Yellow Brick Road like it’s a calling, creating 
a sense of community in the benefit shop. Cus-
tomers shop the place like members of a club.

n Best Jewelry Store
Fourtané Jewelers — Ocean and Lin-
coln – 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through 
Saturday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday – (831) 
624-4684 – fourtane.com

One of the country’s leading providers of es-

Established in 1987, this family-owned, fam-
ily-run business endeavors to create a Carmel 
experience clients and guests will remember 
and return to.

n Best Vintage Clothing Store
Yellow Brick Road Benefit Shop 
— 26388 Carmel Rancho Blvd. – 10 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Monday through Saturday – (831) 626-
8480 – yellowbrickroadbenefitshop.org

Not everyone believed a place called Yel-
low Brick Road, reselling retired goods, would 
thrive in an upscale community. But Shirin Sny-
der saw the affluence as an asset, a resource for 
quality castoffs that would attract a large and 
loyal following. 

China, porcelain, Early American, Renaissance 
Revival, Louis Phillipe items and much more. 

n Best Bookstore
River House Books — 208 Crossroads 
Blvd. - 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday to Saturday, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sunday - (831) 626-2665 - 
riverhousebookscarmel.com

Yes, Virginia, there is still a bookstore in 
town. At River House Books, you can wander 
the shelves and browse the books, feeling the 
smooth paper between your fingers as you turn 
the pages and smell the ink. There’s something 
encouraging about holding a brand-new book 
and anticipating what you’ll find inside. Choose 
from a wide selection of new and classic works 
in the humanities and sciences, bestselling fic-
tion and nonfiction, children’s favorites, young-
adult literature, travel, foreign and domestic 
magazines and newspapers, plus gift-worthy 
art, architecture, cooking, gardening and much 
more.

n Best Car Dealer
Lexus Monterey Peninsula — 1721 
Del Monte Blvd., Seaside – Monday to Friday, 
9 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; 
Sunday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. - (831) 393-3030 - 
lexusmontereypeninsula.com

If you use Google reviews to gauge a busi-
ness, you’ll notice Lexus Monterey Peninsu-
la’s outstanding marks. With a local reputation 
for personalized customer service, the Seaside 
dealership offers a fleet of preowned and new 
vehicles, such as the 2018 Lexus RX 450h, and 
full service for your existing vehicle. Lexus is 
so well regarded as a brand that at Car Week this 
year, it celebrated its 21st year as a sponsor of 
the Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance.

n Best Gas Station
Lemos 76 — 544 Carmel Rancho Blvd. - 
(831) 624-2925 – lemos76.com 

Need a smog check, propane or just a tank of 
gas? Lemos 76 — a regular Golden Pine Cone 
recipient — can help you with that and more. 
For nearly 60 years, the service station has been 
a trusted stop for fuel and vehicle maintainence 
in Carmel. 

In fact, you can pump gas 24/7 at Lemos 76. 
Family owned and operated, the service station 

From previous page

Continues next page

tate jewelry and watches from the modern era 
to centuries back, Fourtané Jewelers is partic-
ularly renowned as an authorized Rolex retail 
store, specializing in vintage Rolexes. Sandy 
and John Bonifas, who purchased Fourtané Jew-
elers in the 1980s, have maintained the intimate, 
friendly and personalized atmosphere custom-
ers appreciated since its inception in 1950. “Our 
parameters for buying any piece are that it has to 
be pretty, be well made, and offer good value,” 
John Bonifas has said. “Integrity in any business 
is important.”

n Best Shopping Center
Carmel Plaza — Ocean & Mission– 10 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday to Saturday, 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. Sunday. (831) 624-0138 - 
carmelplaza.com

The property once housed a neighborhood 
movie theater and soda fountain. But in 1959, 
architect Olaf Dahlstrand was hired to design 
the Carmel Plaza shopping center in keeping 
with the character of Carmel. Today, the As-
pen-meets-Bavarian architecture complements 
the lifestyle offerings of the Monterey Peninsu-
la’s “premier shopping and dining destination.” 
In addition to landmarks like the Cheese Shop 
and the newer Carmel Honey Company, the Pla-
za has become a haven for wine tasting and soon 
the new Yeast of Eden brewery. 

Those who enjoy a luxury lifestyle can visit 
Tiffany & Co., Kate Spade, Bottega Veneta, and 
Khaki’s of Carmel. If you work up an appetite 
after an afternoon of shopping, tide yourself 
over with a sip of something from Carmel Cof-
fee & Cocoa Bar, or dine at Flying Fish Grill, 
which offers East/West fusion cuisine.

n Best Antique Shop
Wittpenn’s Antiques — San Carlos 
Ave. between Seventh and Eighth streets - 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. daily. Closed Wednesdays - 
(831) 624-1336 - wittpennsantiques.com

This place warrants wandering. And pa-
tience. And attention to detail. At Wittpenn’s An-
tiques, there is so much to see and something for 
everyone to discover. Owned by Chip and Kathy 
Wittpenn, this treasure trove is a short stroll 
from Ocean Avenue, near Sunset Center. Just 
the windows of this little gem feature enough 
eye-catching collectibles to keep shoppers oc-
cupied for a while. Browse a wide selection of 
antiques and specialty items, including ster-
ling silver, Victorian furniture, books, globes, 
clocks, music instruments, desks, Quimper, 
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City of Pacific Grove
300 Forest Avenue, Pacific Grove
(831) 648-3130
www.cityofpacificgrove.org/living/recreation/plan-your-event 

Thank You 
For Voting Lovers Point for 

BEST PLACE TO GET MARRIED 
(Non-Church)

“The Most Romantic Town” 
by Life Magazine

2018

n Best Candy Shop
Lula’s Chocolates — Court of the 
Fountains, NW Mission Street between Ocean 
and Seventh – (831) 624-5852; 244 Cross-
roads Blvd., – (831) 626-3327. 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. Monday to Saturday, 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday, both locations – lulas.com

Several employees of The Carmel Pine Cone 
— for research purposes only, of course — 
regularly consume Lula’s Chocolates’ Sea Salt 
Caramels. They’re glad to report that they’re 
delicious every time. Besides what is probably 
Lula’s signature chocolate, its stores in two lo-
cations in Carmel also offer many other premi-
um candies, such as truffles, butter crèmes and 
toffees.

n Best Real Estate Company 
n Best Place to Work
Carmel Realty — Dolores, south of 
Seventh, and three other locations - Monday 
through Friday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. - (831) 622-
1000 — carmelrealtycompany.com

Carmel’s oldest real estate company was 
founded in 1913 — before the incorporation of 
the city — and has been owned and operated for 
four generations by the Mitchell family, which 
traces its longevity to principles of integrity, 
work ethic, teamwork, collaboration, communi-
cation and customer service.

In addition to a long history of great service 
handling high-end properties in the Monterey 
Peninsula’s best neighborhoods, the company 
gives amply to the community, supporting a 
wide and diverse group of charities.

Carmel Realty is a dual winner of the Golden 
Pine Cone for the second year in a row. Readers 
also chose this iconic company as Best Real Es-
tate Company and Best Place to Work in 2017.

n Best Place to Volunteer
SPCA for Monterey County — 1002 
Monterey-Salinas Hwy - Monday through Fri-
day, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (office); Monday through 
Friday, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday and 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. for adoptions - 
(831) 373-2631 — spcamc.org

What could be more rewarding than volun-
teering time to a beloved nonprofit organization 
dedicated to serving, protecting and loving an-
imals? SPCA for Monterey County, founded 
in 1905, offers multiple, low-cost services to 

also offers free wifi while you’re waiting for 
your vehicle, and touts its “dog friendly policy.” 
What more could you want? 

n Best Car Wash
El Estero Car Wash —  590 Fremont 
St., Monterey – Winter hours, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
daily - (831) 373-1801 - elesterocarwash.com

For more than 6 decades, El Estero Car Wash 
has been soaping, scrubbing, rinsing and wax-
ing Monterey Peninsula residents’ vehicles. 
Locally owned and operated, El Estero believes 
that everything begins and ends with its custom-
ers, and its friendly and experienced staff are 
focused on ensuring that all their needs are met. 
And guess what, El Estero Car Wash recycles 70 
percent of the water it uses. How cool is that? 

n Best Place for 
Brides to Shop
Epiphany Boutique — Mission between 
Fifth and Sixth - 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily - 
(831) 626-7700 - epiphany-boutique.com

About to celebrate its 10th anniversary, brid-
al shop Epiphany Boutique’s goal “is to make 
women feel beautiful,” says Epiphany owner 
Christine Dilullo, who opened her first boutique 
in Illinois at only 22 years old. Lots of moving 
around led Dilullo and her husband to Carmel 
more than a decade ago. 

“I have always loved the idea of having my 
own little boutique — that’s how it all started, 
after all,” she explained. “It is magical. It is like 
having your own little world where you can cre-
ate anything you want.”

n Best Gift Shop
Carmel Bay Company —  Lincoln at 
Ocean Ave - 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily - (831) 
624-3868 – carmelbaycompany.com 

With an eclectic assortment of home fur-
nishings, clothing, art and other items, Carmel 
Bay Company not only makes it fun to shop 
for the father-in-law who has everything, it’s a 
great place to browse. The shop, which opened 
in 1972, also offers a collection of hand-crafted, 
one-of-a-kind furniture pieces, including side-
boards, tables and wine cabinets.

624-1271 – carmelmission.org

Nothing elevates a blessed day quite like say-
ing your vows at a venue known as the home 
of a bona fide Catholic saint. Father Junipero 
Serra, the “Apostle of California,” founded and 
oversaw the construction of the Mission, was 
interred there after his death in 1784, and was 
canonized by Pope Francis in 2015, adding a 
special significance to the famous edifice, which 
in recent years has been aesthetically restored.

“The church seeks to help you prepare you 
for the great day of your wedding as well as 
helping you with spiritual, psychological and 
practical things that will make your wedding 
day a Sacrament that will last a lifetime!” ac-
cording to the Mission’s website.

See BEST page 25A

From previous page the public, including spay and neutering, vac-
cination and microchips, engraved pet tags, 
pet-friendly listings, puppy and dog training, 
humane trap rentals, wildlife rescue, and free, 
expert advice.

Approximately 300 volunteers donate thou-
sands of hours each year, providing essential 
support to animals in need. Volunteer oppor-
tunities include administrative support, animal 
care, community outreach, foster friends, hug a 
pet, Pet Meals on Wheels, veterinary clinic, and 
wildlife rescue and rehabilitation, among many 
others. 

n Best Place to Get Married
Carmel Mission — 3080 Rio Road - 
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Friday for vis-
itors, in addition to scheduled Masses - (831) 
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Voted Best
Pet Store!

TheRawConnection.com    26200 Carmel Rancho Blvd    831.626.7555

“Your Local Health Food Store For Pets”

Thanks to our customers for your vote and support!
Thanks to our staff for making this possible!
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Katy’s Place

Voted Best Breakfast

The owners and staff of Katy’s Place thank Pine Cone readers
for voting us Best Breakfast

for the 11th consecutive year!
We love and appreciate all of our customers!

Open everyday 7AM - 1:30PM
Carmel-by-the-Sea • Mission Street between 5th & 6th

PO Box 7467, Carmel, CA 93921
Tel. (831) 624-0199

n Best Place to 
Get Married (non-church)
Lovers Point Park — 631 Ocean View Blvd., Pacific
Grove - (831) 648-3130 (P.G. Recreation Dept.) – 
cityofpacificgrove.org

For sheer natural beauty, few places in the world can rival Lov-
ers Point as a romantic backdrop for a wedding, with sparkling 
waves rushing into magenta-draped cliffs, barking seals, playful 
otters, soaring seabirds, all adjacent to a cove cuddling one of 
California’s coziest beaches.

Pacific Grove was a Methodist retreat in the early 19th centu-
ry, when the location originally was called Lovers of Jesus Point.

Today this spectacular location remains a must-see attraction 
for world travelers, particularly when Pacific Grove’s famous ice 
plant is in brilliant purple-and pink-bloom along Ocean View 
Blvd., typically around Mother’s Day.

n Best Retirement Community
Del Mesa Carmel — 500 Del Mesa — (831) 624-1853
– Front desk hours are 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. daily -
delmesacarmel.org

This vibrant community is well known on the Monterey Pen-
insula for safe, comfortable living in one of the most picturesque 
locales in California.

A 24-hour security gate protects Del Mesa, which sits high on 
a plateau in the Santa Lucia Mountains and provides breathtaking 
views of Point Lobos and the Carmel River Valley for indepen-
dent residents in 289 condominium homes.

But an equally appealing attribute is the social component of 

BEST
From page 23A

Del Mesa, which offers a fitness center with and indoor pool and 
spa, a workshop for arts and crafts, garden plots, and a lively lawn 
bowling club, among many other activities.

n Best Electrician
Cate Electrical Co. — Dolores and Seventh - 8 a.m. to 5
p.m. Monday through Friday - (831) 624-5361 - Office hours 
are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. daily - cateelectrical.com

What a shock — Cate Electric is the winner once again of the 
Golden Pine Cone as “Best Electrician,” an accolade the com-
pany also earned in 2008, 2009, 2010, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 
2016 and 2017.

Michael Cate and Janine Cate Boone are at the helm of this 
family business that was founded in 1960 and has been commit-
ted to serving the community ever since.

Cate’s crew of certified electricians specializes in everything 

from service calls, to home remodels, to landscape lighting, both 
residential and commercial. 

n Best Plumber 
A & R Plumbing — 1720 Contra Costa St., Sand City - 8
a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday, 24-hour emergency service -
(831) 394-7221 - aandrplumbinginc.com

This small-town plumbing business was christened in 1974 
by close friends Greg Aeschliman and Kelly Roper, who say they 
constructed their dream from a foundation that included enthusi-
asm and dedication, along with a mutual respect for one another 
and their families.

Over the years, A & R evolved from its modest beginnings 
into the large, full-service plumbing business it is today — with-

Lovers Point in Pacific 
Grove not only offers 
a gorgeous natural 
setting for a wedding, 
once in awhile you 
can see an amazing 
rainbow there.

PHOTO;PAUL MILLER

Continues next page
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26609 Carmel Center Pl    
Carmel, CA 93923 

831-625-5676

3785 Via Nona Marie, 
Suite 107

Carmel, CA 93923
831-250-6820 

250 Bonifacio Pl
Monterey, CA 93940

831-375-2262

50 Winham Street 
Salinas, CA 93901

831-424-8011

4 OFFICE LOCATIONS:

2018

2016 20172015

www.chicagotitle.com

Thank You to the Pine Cone Readers 
for choosing Chicago Title Company 

as your  #1 Title Company.

With over 160 years of history in the title industry, Chicago Title and our FNF 
family of title companies offers you the financial strength, experience and 

expertise needed to close your transactions with confidence and peace of mind.

We are honored by your recognition, 
it is a privilege to serve this community.

We pay for news photos!
The Carmel Pine Cone will pay up to $50 for photos of newsworthy events 

around the Monterey Peninsula. Submit yours to news@carmelpinecone.com.

Payment made for photos accepted for publication.  

THANK YOU 
Pine Cone Readers 

for voting our team the best
for the past 10 years! 

831.394.7221  •  www.aandrplumbinginc.com  •  Lic. 300628

2018

Email is the most efficient way to place the 
following listings and ads.

Service Directory: 
email your ad copy and artwork to

service@carmelpinecone.com

Legals: 
Irma Garcia (831) 274-8645
legals@carmelpinecone.com

Obituaries:
Anne Papineau (831) 274-8654

anne@carmelpinecone.com

Calendar:
calendar@carmelpinecone.com

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION IS 
TUESDAY AT 4:00 FOR 

FRIDAY’S EDITION

The Carmel Pine Cone

out sacrificing that small-town, family-oriented philosophy of 
customer service.

Services include new homes and remodel projects, repairs and 
replacement of water, sewer, and gas lines, high-pressure water 
jet drain cleaning, water heater repair and replacements, appli-
ance installations, replacement of sinks, bathtubs and showers, 
and many others.

n Best Architect
Adam Jeselnick — Junipero and Fourth, Suite 3 - 
(831) 620-5164 - adamjeselnick.com

As a student at the University of Notre Dame, Adam Jeselnick 
studied classical architecture and traditional urbanism in Rome, 
then gained contemporary inspiration from travels around the 
world.

He worked for Perlman Architects in Scottsdale, Ariz., con-
tributing to a broad spectrum of projects, then spent several years 
as the senior project manager for Troon Golf before relocating to 
the Monterey Peninsula. Jeselnick and his wife, Laura, say they 
discovered their “inevitable place” — Carmel-by-the-Sea — in 
pursuit of their shared love for the arts and sustainability.

In Carmel, he joined Carver and Schicketanz Architects, 
where he managed custom rental projects until 2013, when he 
started his own firm, Adam Jeselnick Architect, with a focus on 
residential design, local and small business growth, sustainability  
and adaptive reuse.

n Best General Contractor
Stocker and Allaire — 21 Mandeville Court, Monterey – 
Call for hours - (831) 375-1890 - stockerallaire.com

Trusted on the Monterey Peninsula since 1983, Stocker and 
Allaire’s projects have included restorations of some of the won-
derful old Pebble Beach estates, construction of custom homes 
on some very difficult and interesting sites, and fabrication of 
the exhibits at the Monterey Bay Aquarium.  The common thread 
in all of this company’s projects is working closely with clients 
to identify their needs, and then seeing that those needs are met.

“Our clients are our business, and our work comes from their 
referrals,” the company assures on its website. “With that in mind, 
good client relations and satisfaction is a goal we strive for.”

n Best Landscaper-Gardening Service
Mission Landscaping — Pacific Grove – (831) 373-
8293 - missionlandscaping.com

This trusted company has serviced the Monterey and San 
Francisco Bay areas for four decades with a dedication to provid-
ing custom design and quality installations to enhance our unique 
area and satisfy the most discriminating client.

Mission Landscaping’s expert staff includes talented carpen-
ters, masons, irrigation specialists and gardeners. 

From previous page

Continues next page
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 (831) 624-1234
www.carmelinsurance.com  •  mattjr@carmelinsurance.com

San Carlos 2 NW of 8th Carmel, CA 93921 • P.O. Box 6117 • Lic.#0373687

 Matthew A. Little, Jr.

 C A R M E L 
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

Dr. LaMothe got the “Golden Pine Cone” Award for 
BEST PEDIATRICIAN on the Monterey Peninsula 

5 YEARS IN A ROW!!

Thanks to our “Wild n Crazy” team, that makes this possible.

HOURS: MON-FRI: 9:00AM - 5:00PM
SATURDAY: 9:00AM - NOON
PHONE: 831.333.0999
MPPMG.COM

Congrats Dr. LaMothe! 

Monterey Peninsula Pediatric Medical Group
2 UPPER RAGSDALE DRIVE, SUITE 210, 

MONTEREY, CA 93940

Thank You Carmel Pine Cone Readers for voting Rosine’s

Best Family Restaurant since 2009
& Best Desserts since 2009
Featured on Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives with Guy Fieri!

434 Alvarado St., Monterey • 831-375-1400
info@rosinesmonterey.com • rosinesmonterey.com

 Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner • Weekend Brunch • Desserts
Sun-Thurs 8am-9pm • Fri & Sat 8am-10pm

Active Military Discount

2018

2009-2017

Celebrating 

our 38th 

Year!

Specialties include masonry, fire pits, water features, drive-
ways, railings, tile work, and other diverse projects, making the 
company a perennial favorite of our readers.

n Best Real Estate Lender
Blue Adobe Mortgage — 26625 Carmel Center Place, 
Suite 100, Carmel - (831) 626-2112 - blueadobemortgage.com

The staff at Blue Adobe guarantees commitment to enrich-
ing your life by providing the financial resources you need for 
home ownership, whether you are a first-time homebuyer, a real 
estate investor, refinancing for improvements, or purchasing your 
dream home.

Blue Adobe’s mortgage bankers and experienced loan consul-
tants live, work and participate in the communities they serve to 
help its residents and business people make sense of their mort-
gage plans.

“Purchasing a home should be exciting and joyful, not scary 
and confusing, and that’s where our team comes in,” the website 
states. “Call us dream makers, call us loan officers, call us at 4 
a.m. when you’re in a panic. We’re here to help fulfill your dream 
of home ownership and keep you smiling the whole way.”

n Best Title Company
Chicago Title — 26609 Carmel Center Place – Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. - (831) 625-5676 - 
chicagotitlerene.com

This national company boasts 170 years of underwriting ex-
perience, and features a centralized team of industry experts that 
provides commercial and industrial developers, builders, lenders, 
attorneys, and other real estate professionals with reliable, inte-
grated, high-liability services.

Chicago Title has built a reputation for efficiency in process-
ing the most complex real estate transactions, and can assist you 
with every phase of your transaction or development. Visit the 
website for a menagerie of resources.

n Best Personal Bank
Chase Bank — San Carlos and 6th - (831) 625-2400 - 
26378 Carmel Rancho Lane - (831-624-8224 - 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, ATM open 
24 hours - chase.com

Carmel has two convenient locations for one of the oldest fi-
nancial institutions in the United States, with a history that dates 
back more than 200 years.

JPMorgan Chase & Co. boasts assets of $2.6 trillion, with a 
presence in more than100 markets, and over 250,000 employees.

The company, which serves millions of consumers, is a lead-
er in investment banking, financial services for consumers and 
small businesses, commercial banking, financial transaction pro-
cessing, and asset management. 

Chase also has left a footprint with global philanthropy with 
a stated mission to enable more people to contribute and share in 
the rewards of a growing economy.

 

n Best Business Bank
Monterey County Bank — Multiple locations, includ-
ing 3785 Via Nona Marie, Suite 100, Carmel - (831) 625-2345 
- montereycountybank.com 

The oldest locally owned and locally managed bank in Mon-
terey County opened its doors in May 1977, specializing in all as-
pects of business banking, including being the No. 1 Small Busi-

From previous page

Continues next page

Crazy Horse Restaurant 
offers one of the best 

American cuisines for Monterey

 Thank you 
Pine Cone readers 

for voting us 
BEST BUFFET

1425 Munras Ave. • Monterey, CA 93940 
831-649-4771        www.crazyhorserestaurant.com

2018
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MISSION LANDSCAPING INC.
Since 1978

We would like to thank the readers of the Carmel Pine Cone and our customers
for voting us the best Landscaping Company on the Peninsula.

Landscape Construction - Landscape Architecture - Masonry - Construction

www.missionlandscaping.com

ness Administration lender in Monterey County. 
The bank also offers very competitive commer-
cial lending products, outstanding merchant 
credit card services, and personal attention to its 
clients. And, there’s also a convenience factor: 
Monterey County Bank has branches in Mon-
terey, Pacific Grove, Carmel and Salinas. The 
company motto might help explain why Mon-
terey County Bank is beloved by readers, who 
have made this company a repeat winner of the 
Golden Pine Cone: “We don’t open accounts — 
we start relationships.”

n Best Investment 
House/Adviser
Monterey Private Wealth 
Management — 2340 Garden Road, 
#202, Monterey – Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. - (831) 372-3426 - 
montereyprivatewealth.com

Partners Steve Merrell, Ken Petersen, Gary 
Alt and Cristofer Cabanillas together have more 
than 70 years of combined experience in helping 
clients gauge risk, stay ahead of inflation, and 
protect their assets for the next generation.

The stated mission of this company includes 
operating with complete transparency, avoiding 
conflicts of interest, and disclosing all details, 
fees and expenses. Clients’ interests always 
come first at Monterey Private Wealth Manage-
ment, which might explain why this dynamic 
company has become a perennial winner of the 
coveted Golden Pine Cone.

n Best Veterinarian
Carmel Valley Veterinary 
Hospital — 13738 Center St, Carmel 
Valley - Open 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, 
8 a.m. to 12 noon Saturday - (831) 659-2286 - 
carmelvalleyvet.com

At this full-service veterinary practice, the 

stated focus is to provide your pet with the best 
possible care from professionals who will love 
your pet the same way you do.

“At Carmel Valley Veterinary Hospital, 
you’ll find caring and compassionate people 
who prioritize your pet’s health and wellbeing,” 
the website promises.

Under the supervision of veterinarians James 
Holt and Lisa Boczar, services include diagnos-
tics, surgical, vaccinations and wellness, inte-
grative medicine, and emergency care.

 
n Best Pet Boarding
Casa de Amigos Animal Hotel — 
715 Foam, Monterey - Daily 7-7 p.m. - (831) 
373-0482 - casadeamigosanimalhotel.com

If you need a getaway — or if one of your 
furry, four-legged friends needs one — the Pen-
insula’s five-star destination is Casa de Amigos, 
a multi-time champion of the Golden Pine Cone 
competition. Owned and overseen by Dr. Ben 
Wilson, it’s no coincidence that this pet hotel is 
next door to its sister company, the highly re-
garded Monterey Animal Hospital.

Casa de Amigos has undergone extensive 
changes in recent years, with facility upgrades, 
new services, increased staffing, and extended 
hours, all to support the original mission: to 
make every animal’s stay as comfortable and 
fun as possible.

n Best Pet Care
Suds ’N Scissors — 223 Crossroads 
Blvd. - Daily 9-5 p.m. - (831) 624-4697 - 
sudsandscissorsinc.com

This iconic business has been a Carmel tra-
dition for over 65 years, providing your beloved 
family member with TLC and elegant grooming 
in a spa-like environment.

Suds ‘N Scissors is owned and operated by 

From previous page

Continues next page

FolktaleWinery.com
8940 Carmel Valley Road

Carmel, CA 93923
831.293.7500

7DSteakhouse.com
Corner of 7th Ave. & Dolores St.

Carmel-by-the-Sea, CA 93921
831.293.7600

Thank You! 
Folktale Winery & Seventh & Dolores 

Steakhouse would like to thank the Carmel 
Pinecone & the people of the Monterey 

Peninsula for the numerous Golden 
Pinecone Awards bestowed upon us in 2018. 

We look forward to continuing to serve 
this community by creating joyful 

experiences through great wine, 
food, & events!

CELEBRATING
OUR 

COMMUNITY
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“Voted Best Car Repair Shop by Monterey Weekly Readers for 16 Years”

2018

FOREIGN and DOMESTIC
• Oil Change • Brakes • Tune-ups • Alignment • Tires 

• Towing • Smog Inspection

TOM'S
MONTEREY AUTO REPAIR 

870 Abrego Street • Monterey • 372-5854
www.tomsauto.biz

From oil change to engine exchange. “We do it all.”

Tom Hillesheim, Owner

Thank you for Voting us
Best Car Repair Shop

GIVE US A CALL AND SET UP AN APPOINTMENT

Todd Harris, who previously owned Country Club Kennels, Santa 
Cruz Animal care, and Tatoha Trainers. He also has been a pro-
fessional all-breed dog show handler since the age of 16, and a 
member of Del Monte Kennel Club for 30 years, serving as trea-
surer for that organization for the past 15.

Services include multiple types of shampoos, nail buffing, flea 
medications, tooth brushing, and baths, among many others. Mo-
bile grooming services also are available.

n Best Car Repair Shop
Tom’s Monterey Auto Repair — 870 Abrego, Mon-
terey - 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Monday through Friday - (831) 
372-5854 - tomsauto.biz

Is your car sputtering, stalling, steering as if it has a mind of 
its own? Maybe it does. Listen to your vehicle’s cry for help and 
make it healthy again at Tom’s Monterey Auto Repair, which of-
fers a full spectrum of service.

Tom’s handles all types of maintenance and service, from 
quick lube (with 14 items inspected) to full lubes, oil and fil-
ter services (over 100 items inspected), brake, suspension, and 
steering repair (including 4-wheel alignment), transmission ser-
vicing (both standard and automatic), air conditioning and heater 
repairs, cooling system repairs, smog inspection, electrical prob-
lems, and much more. Find out why that pesky “check engine” 
light is trying to get your attention at the shop recommended by 
our readers as the best place around to have your car checked out.

n Best Auto Body Shop
Gene’s Import Auto Body — 531 Shasta St., Sand City 
– Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. - (831) 899-0343 - 
genesimportautobody.com

Customer satisfaction is the acid test for any small business, 
and Gene’s Import Auto Body reports that more than 85 percent 
of its business comes from word-of-mouth advertising from peo-
ple who have trusted their vehicles to this iconic Sand City com-
pany in the past.

This family-owned business was founded in 1979 — nearly 
four decades ago — providing the Monterey Peninsula with the 
highest level of professional service and quality repairs at a rea-
sonable price, always upholding factory standards and never sac-
rificing quality for a quick repair.

Gene’s highly trained staff is experienced in Mercedes-Benz, 
Tesla, BMW, Porsche, Lexus, Bentley, Ferrari and Audi, among 
other foreign-made cars, as well as domestic vehicles. 

n Best Dry Cleaners
Carmel Cleaners — Junipero and Third – Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday, 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
- (831) 624-3616

This multiple-time winner of the Golden Pine Cone award is 
revered for its courteous and competent service for virtually ev-
ery kind of dry cleaning need, including skilled alterations and 
garment repais. Owner Deok Chong’s mantra for more than 30 
years has been “Good clothes deserve good care.” Specialties 
include the preservation of wedding gowns, prom dresses, and 
other treasured garments — just one of many characteristics that 
have made Carmel Cleaners one of the most-trusted establish-
ments in town.

n Best Travel Agent
Pacific Grove Travel — 593 Lighthouse Ave., Pacific 
Grove – Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Saturday, 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. - (831) 373-0631 or (800) 648-1808 - 
pgtravel.com

Travel has changed and evolved during the four decades that 
Pacific Grove Travel has been serving people on the Monterey 
Peninsula, and Joe Shammas’ beloved agency has changed with 
the times. Since opening its doors in 1979, Shammas and his staff 
have built a solid reputation for good service at fair prices, pro-
vided by a friendly, helpful, highly trained staff. This full-service 
travel agency handles bookings for all major cruise lines, tour 
operators, hotels and car rentals. Group tours are a specialty for 
this company, a perennial champion among our readers.

n Best Hair Salon
March Hare — Mission and 5th, Carmel-by-the-Sea - 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday through Saturday - (831) 624-3024 - 
www.marchharesaloncarmel.com

MaryAnna Wagner Stahl, founder of March Hare, brings 
nearly five decades of salon experience to this legendary Carmel 
business as an entrepreneur, pioneer AVEDA educator, certified 
aromatherapist, hairstylist, and make-up artist. Celebrating its 
33rd year of providing the artistry and science of hair to Car-
mel, March Hare specializes in cut and style (including an ar-
omatic AVEDA scalp massage to enhance your experience and 
scalp health), coloring, highlighting, and make-up, among other 
services. The highly trained, client-oriented staff also is happy 
to provide consultation for your wedding or event, ensuring that 
your special day is filled with pampering and creative expertise.

From previous page

Continues next page

2008

2008 2009 2010 2012 2013 2014

2015 2016 2017 2018

CATE ELECTRICAL
Thank You 

ONCE AGAIN FOR NAMING US YOUR

BEST
ELECTRICIAN

Family owned and in Carmel since 1961

(831) 624-5361
Dolores & 7th, Carmel-by-the-Sea

License No. 218160

Get your complete Pine Cone every Thursday night by email —
Free subscriptions at www. carmelpinecone.com
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n Best Nail Salon
Nails Spa by the Sea — Seventh and 
Monte Verde - Call for appointment - (831) 
625-2623 - nailsspabythesea.com

A Golden Pine Cone winner yet again, Nails 
Spa by the Sea is celebrated by readers for its 
affection for clients, who are pampered with 
the highest-quality nail treatments in a nurtur-
ing atmosphere. In addition to the salon classics 
— manicures and pedicures — Nails Spa by the 
Sea offers massage and waxing. Discover how 
enjoyable an hour of your day can be at Nails by 
the Sea, a traditional destination in Carmel. Or a 
gift card may be the perfect “special something” 
for a lady in your life. 

n Best Spa
Spa at Pebble Beach — 1518 Cypress 
Dr., Pebble Beach - Daily 8:30 a.m. to 7:30 
p.m. (facilities) & 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. (ser-
vices) - 1-866-993-6947 - pebblebeach.com/
the-spa-at-pebble-beach 

The Spa at Pebble Beach is one of 60 spas 
in the world to receive Forbes’s Five-Star Award 
— and now a Golden Pine Cone, too. The Spa 
at Pebble Beach offers 15 massage rooms, 5 fa-
cial rooms, a full-service salon, a flotation wrap 
suite, an outdoor pool, a conservatory and a 
sanctuary with a warming fire pit. 

Whether you’re enjoying a signature treat-
ment, a day package, or just a facial, you are 
bound to leave feeling more balanced and re-
freshed.

There are specialized treatments for golfers 
which may be why this is a local favorite. And 
there’s a juice bar for a healthy drink while you 
enjoy your treatment. 

From previous page
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n Best Dentist
Bradford Carl — 26485 Carmel Rancho 
Blvd. #3 - Monday through Thursday, 8 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m.; Friday 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. - (831) 
624-2111 - bradfordcarl.com

Dr. Carl, a repeat winner of the Golden Pine 
Cone, has treated patients here for more than 
three decades with a team that takes pride in 
providing patients with the information they 
need to make decisions about their oral health 
needs. His office offers cleanings and preven-
tion, cosmetic dentistry, treatment of periodon-
tal diseases, and restorations. “When you visit 
our office, your smile is our top priority,” the 
doctor says. “Our entire team is dedicated to 
providing you with the personalized, gentle care 
that you deserve.”

n Best Dermatologist
n Best Skin Care 
Roya Javid — 757 Pacific Street, Suite C3, 
Monterey – Monday through Thursday 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. and Fridays 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. - 831-
293-8458 - coastalvalleydermatology.com

“We strive for excellence in patient care.” 
Dr. Javid is a repeat winner of the Golden Pine 
Cone and this year for both best dermatologist 
and best skin care. Dr. Javid’s practice, Coast-
al Valley Dermatology, offers both medical and 
cosmetic dermatology. They offer micrograph-
ic Mohs surgery, a specialized microscopically 
controlled surgery used to treat common types 
of skin cancer. Dr. Javid is particularly pleased 
with the number of referrals she receives from 
existing patients. 

Support Pine Cone advertisers — shop locally

100A Crossroads Blvd., Carmel                                                                      831-626-3626 

Sea Harvest 
Carmel

Sea Harvest Carmel Management 
and Staff would like to thank 
our loyal customers for your 
support during this difficult 

road construction.

Fresh Seafoods • Wholesale & Retail

Best Seafood Market
on the Monterey Peninsula

201220112008 20102009

201720162013 20152014

2018

la a lena 
TV\�V\,� �DIA-! 

to our CUSTOMERS & the 
CARMEL PINE CONE COMMUNITY 

for your votes & support! 

SEASONAL Menu featuring SLOW-COOKED Meats, 
FRESH Pasta & LOCAL Produce 

Lunch & Dinner Tuesday-Sunday 
Junipero between 5th & 6th, Carmel-by-the-sea 

www.labalenacarmel.com - 831-250-6295 
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2018

The helpful place.

229 Forest Ave., Pacific Grove | (831) 646-9144 | Store Owner: Bill & Suzy Derowsk

Thank you Pine Cone readers for voting us

Best Hardware Store
on the Peninsula

As the helpful hardware folks in your community, we promise that, 
“helping you is the most important thing we have to do today.”

Dr. Sunde is our readers’ choice once again, thanks to a pas-
sion for his profession and a zeal for maintaining up-to-date 
techniques. The doctor specializes in plastic surgery and pro-
vides individualized, state-of-the-art cosmetic and reconstructive 
treatments, with personal attention to the needs of each patient. 
A native of suburban Chicago, Dr. Sunde was an Eagle Scout, a 

n Best Ophthalmologist
Dr. Leland Rosenblum — Monterey Bay Eye Center, 21 
Upper Ragsdale Drive, Suite 200, Monterey - Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. - (831) 375-2020 - montereybayeye-
center.com

A multi-year winner of the Golden Pine Cone, Dr. Rosenblum 
has been in private practice at Monterey Bay Eye Center since 
1994. He has clinical interests in cataract surgery, glaucoma and 
diabetic retinopathy treatment and a variety of other procedures. 
This third-generation physician was the first ophthalmologist in 
Monterey County to implant the ReSTOR® intraocular lens. 

Dr. Rosenblum is a Diplomate of the American Board of Oph-
thalmology, a fellow of the American Academy of Ophthalmolo-
gy and serves on the Board of Directors for the California Acad-
emy of Ophthalmology. 

Just for fun, Dr. Rosenblum is also an avid cyclist. 

n Best Orthopedist
Christopher E. Clevenger — 980 Cass St., Monterey – 
Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. - (831) 648-3361

In lieu of our normal writeup, Dr. Clevenger asked if we 
would use this personal note to his patients:

Thank you for trusting me with your health care over the past 
20 years. It has been a pleasure to have been able to help so many 
of you. I carry only fond memories with me as I leave to start the 
next chapter in my career in Santa Rosa.

n Best Pediatrician
Pierre LaMothe — Monterey Peninsula Pediatric Medi-
cal Group, 2 Upper Ragsdale Drive, #210, Monterey - Monday 
through Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. closed 12:30-2:00 pm; Satur-
day, 9 a.m. to noon - (831) 333-0999 - mppmg.com 

Dr. LaMothe was born in Carmel, and is a Robert Louis Ste-
venson graduate. He has been practicing pediatrics for 31 years 
at Monterey Peninsula Pediatric Medical Group. His hobbies are 
golfing, hiking, gardening and cooking. 

n Best Plastic Surgeon
Douglas Sunde — 856 Munras Ave., Monterey – Mon. 
through Fri., 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. - (831) 372-0200 - drsunde.com

National Merit Scholar, and valedictorian of his high school class 
before pursuing higher education at Stanford, where he graduated 
with distinction, and UC San Francisco Medical School, where 
he was part of the medical honor society for leadership and ac-

From previous page
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10 Del Fino Place, Carmel Valley
831.659.4444 • Reservations Recommended

Open: Tues-Sun • Lunch: 11am-2:30pm • Dinner: 5pm-closing • Closed Mondays
www.caferusticavillage.com

201620152014 2013201220112008 20102009 2017

2018

Thank you for your patronage and for voting us 

Best Restaurant in Carmel Valley

      Cafe Rustica
Country rustic cooking in a casual setting.

The fresh local produce and house-made soups, 
wood-fired pizzas and unique pastas make Cafe 
Rustica best restaurant in Carmel Valley. 

Eat indoors or in the warmth of a heated patio table.

Pet
Friendly!

Patio 
Dining!



w CONSTRUCTION / REMODEL“Widely recognized as one of the finest and most highly respected 
names in residential construction on the Monterey Peninsula.”

QUALITY • CRAFTSMANSHIP • SERVICE
831.624.1311 CaribouConstruction.com  Lic. #385545

w CABINETRY
AMBROSE POLLOCK
CABINETRY, FURNITURE & MILLWORK
Handmade furniture, cabinetry, fine woodwork-
ing since 1979 by craftsman Ambrose Pollock. 
Millwork welcomed, wide belt sanding service 
available, repairs on valued antiques, slabs 
and local woods available at our local shop 
at 26550 Rancho San Carlos Road, Carmel.     
Licensed state contractor #409836, bonded, in-
sured, “old school” service and guarantee. Call 
831.625.6554, email woodart@sbcglobal.net  
and website  carmelfurnituremaker.com .        TF

w CAREGIVER / HOME CARE

Providing caregivers and companions under private 
arrangements throughout Monterey County

Call for a consultation
(831) 626-9500 or (831) 444-9500

www.abundantpersonalcare.com
California HCO #274700006

Abundant Personal 
Care Services

Carmel Kitchens & Baths offers you unique 
designs from a team of certified kitchen & bath 
professionals with over 45 years of experience

CUSTOM DESIGN - CUSTOM SERVICE
(831) 624-4667

www.carmelkitchens.com
26386 Carmel Rancho Lane, Carmel, CA 93923

w ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Carmel Valley Electric Inc.
Serving the Peninsula since 1960

Residential/Commercial,
Service Repairs

Remodels, Custom Homes
LED Lighting, Yard Lighting & Solar

CA Certified Electricians • Lic. # 464846

(831) 659-2105
Credit Cards Accepted

w FENCES AND DECKS

ON-LINE FENCE
All Types & Styles
New & Repairs
Gates, Power Washing, Sealing
Call Jimmy (831) 915-3557
Lic. # 830762

Cords and 
half cords of each.

Free delivery.
(831) 385-5371

FIREWOOD
Dry Oak Wood, Dry Eucalyptus.

C H A I R  R E P A I R
C H A I R  D O C T O R
(831) 236-8395

w CHAIR REPAIR

w GARAGE DOOR

ADAN’S 
LANDSCAPE - MAINTENANCE

Residential/Commercial
Automatic Sprinklers & Irrigation Systems

New Sod or Seed
New Fences & Repair * Retaining Walls * Hauling

Ornamental Trimming & Tree Pruning
Pavers & Stamped Concrete 

General Yard Clean-up, and etc.
 ~ FREE ESTIMATES ~ 

Over 20 years exp. - References Proudly Given
Lic. # 949011   Tel: (831) 601-9225

w HAULING
TRASH IT BY THE SEA
Hauling is my calling.  Yard waste and house-
hold debris. Call Michael  (831) 624-2052 or 
(831) 521-6711.  			             TF

S E R V I C E  D I R E C T O R Y
          Deadline: Tuesday, 3:00 PM • Email your ad to: service@carmelpinecone.com NOTICE: SERVICE DIRECTORY ADS ARE ACCEPTED ONLY BY EMAIL.

w CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL

Support Pine Cone advertisers 
— shop locally!
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w DECKS

Lewellen Built
GENERAL CONTRACTOR • CUSTOM CABINETS

831.917.4698 CA LIC. #1010385Paul Lewellen  831.917.4698
LewellenBuilt@yahoo.com • CA Lic#1010385

OAK FIRE WOOD
Quality, well split dry oak, delivered.	         
(831) 601-9728  			             TF

w HANDYMAN
JOHN NORMAN HANDYMAN SERVICE
Electrical, Plumbing, Carpentry, Painting, and 
code compliant laundry water irrigation sys-
tems. Lic. # 889019	         
(831) 595-9799  			             TF

• FREE ESTIMATES • PROMPT REPAIRS
• RELIABLE SERVICE

• COMPETITOR’S COUPONS HONORED

(831) 655-2176 • (800) 696-8821
www.aonedoor.com

State License # 658346

Repairs & Service of Garage Doors,
Garage Door Openers, Gates & Gate Openers

A-1 OVERHEAD
DOOR CO.

A-1 OVERHEAD
DOOR CO.

Serving Monterey & Santa Cruz Counties Since 1969

CA LIC 658346

Sales, Repairs & Service of
Garage Doors & Garage Door Openers

Family owned & operated • Free estimates

(831) 655-2176 • (800) 969-8821
www.aonedoor.com

w FIREWOOD

w CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL

BUILDER BY THE SEA
Custom Homes – Estates

Remodels – Additions

Building Custom Estates to Kitchen & Bath 
Remodels, Carpentry, Concrete, Stone, Tile, Doors 

Windows, Decks, Plastering, Hardwood Floors, etc.!
We also provide construction management. 

No Job to Small
Carmel, CA

Call 831-238-8289 CA Lic# B803407

w GARDEN•LANDSCAPE•IRRIGATION

Pacific Coast Builders
Serving the Carmel area over 30 years

All phases of Construction 
Specializing in Kitchens & Baths

(Including Handyman Services)

Vince Frumkin (831) 915-8054
Lic. #530446           pcbuilders@live.com

831-624-3821

GROCERY DELIVERY MONDAY - FRIDAY 

Orders taken over the phone
Call by 11am for same day delivery 

Delivering to the Peninsula

MARKET & DELI
CARMEL

w GROCERY DELIVERY

HONEY DO LIST?
Carpentry, Painting, Interior/Exterior, Repairs, 
Doors & Windows, Fences, Gates, Posts, Sid-
ing, Shelving, Cabinets, Carpentry, Roof Debris, 
Plumbing/Electrical Repairs, Drywall/Paint Re-
pairs, Gutter/Roof Cleaning. JOHN QUINN (831) 
402-1638  Lic. #821763 / Bonded               11/30

w HOUSE CLEANING

Experienced • Professional 
Friendly Touch for 30 years

BONDED HOUSECLEANING 
SPECIALISTS

831-626-4426
TwoGirlsFromCarmel.com

TWO GIRLS 
FROM CARMEL

So Many Dustballs 
So Little Time

Marcos’ House Cleaning Service
Residential/Commercial/Move-outs

Windows • Pressure Washing
Construction Cleaning • Vacation Homes
Offices • Floor Cleaning • Strip & Wax

(831) 264-3697
Free Estimates • Guaranteed Jobs • Lic. 342947

Lily’s House Cleaning
Excellent References Available.    

15 Years Experience.
Reliable and Thorough Cleaning

(831) 917-3937     (831) 324-4431

Isabel’s Management Services
Serving Pebble Beach, Carmel, PG & All of Monterey Bay

Residential • Commercial • House Management
Ideal for Realtors • Vacation Homes • Power Wash 

Window Cleaning • Move In & Move Out
Available Anytime ~ ANA or LURIA CRUZ ~

831-262-0671 • 831-262-0436

15 Yrs. ExpEriEncE • profEssional & ExcEllEnt rEfErEncEs

Vacation Homes & Regular Cleaning
Lowest price on the Central Coast

SPECIAL PRICING! 
NOW-JULY 31ST

Call today for a free estimate!

Carmel-by-the-Sea Professional
House Cleaning Service

831-236-7133

w CONSTRUCTION/REMODEL

J & M MOVING AND STORAGE, INC.
We can handle all your moving and storage 
needs, local or nationwide. Located in new 
20,000 sf Castroville warehouse. We specialize in 
high-value household goods. Excellent referenc-
es available. MTR 0190259, MC 486132. Call Jim 
Stracuzzi at (831) 633-5903 or (831) 901-5867. 	
   		                                             TF

w MOVING

Visa/Mastercard accepted                       Lic. #686233

Kofman Enterprises Inc.
PAINTING CONTRACTOR/GENERAL CONTRACTOR

Quality workmanship at reasonable prices. 
No job is too small! We can paint your bathroom, touch up your 

window or paint your entire house. Senior citizen discount. 

Fast Response • Many local references • In business on Peninsula since 1991

Please call us at (831) 901-8894

w PAINTING

Quality Interiors and Exteriors. 
Cabinets, Faux, Weather sealing, Remodels, 

Always durable finishes. Over 37 years of happy locals! 
Call 831.277.8952   willbullockpainting.com

WILL BULLOCK PAINTING & RESTORING

  Lic. #436767 BBB EPA certified

w INTERIOR DESIGN

w HOME CONCIERGE

INTERIOR
EXTERIOR
FAUX FINISHES

P.O. Box 4691
Carmel, CA 93921

C-(831) 238-1095
(831) 622-7339 

License # 710688
POWER WASHING

MATIAS GARDENING
Full Tree Service • Poison Oak Removal

Garden Maintenance & Planting
Fence Construction/Repair • Hauling

19 Yrs Experience • Excellent references
(831) 800-6520

SILVER PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
all about your home maintenance in & out

replacing door cabinets, sinks, toilet,
wall repair, paint, fences, decks, 
repairs, lawn care and cleanup.

(831) 277-7854

insured, bonded. lic #69557

Specializing in affordable live-in home care. 
Local certified nursing asst. providing skilled in home care. 

Compare our prices!  831-809-0733

Affordable Home 
Care Providers

Cypress Pacif ic Decks
deck building and repairs.

Services of of JMT construction
License #879413

831 394 3296
831 915 1081

FACE FIRST LASER CLINIC
Monthly Membership Special

$125/Per Month
Includes: Facial ($145 value) 

PLUS 10% OFF Products, 10% OFF Smartskin C02, 
10% OFF All Laser Treatments 

20% OFF Facial upgrades

Ask for Shavaun 831.375.9555
www.facefirstlaser.com

w BEAUTY

w HOUSE CLEANING

DUKE CONTRACTING & PAINTING
Pride in Customer Satisfaction

All Phases / 31 years exp.
Handyman Services • Drywall • Carpentry

Small Jobs Welcome

(831) 320-1279 cell  Dukerus@att.net
    Free Estimates / Bonded & Insured • Lic #561848

2 Paws Up
Central Coast Pet Care

Experienced, insured, 
first aid and CPR trained

www.2PawsUpCC.com
2PawsUpCC@gmail.com

831-818-4675

Love and care for your pets while you’re away!

Brick, Stone
Concrete

Rock-Block
Plumbing
Sheet rock
Insulation
Roofing

Firewood
Gardening

Plant
Pruning

Lawn Maintenance
Sprinklers

Clean-up & Hauling

Fences, Decks
Pavers, Repair, Tile

Painting
Plastering

Stucco

No Lic.

MASONRY • LANDSCAPING • CARPENTRY

Ramiro Hernandez     cell (831) 601-7676

w PET CARE

ONIBER’S HILLS SIDE CLEARING & HAULING  
Small tree removal, yard cleaning service. 
Reasonable rates. Free estimates.
(831) 324-8110. Lic#1008049                        11/9

Let us make your life easier!
• Home Away and Welcome Home Services

• Party Planning, Custom gifts and baskets, etc…

Call for a serviCe request 831-233-6460
CoastConCiergeserviCes.Com
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401 Lighthouse Ave., Monterey 
831-747-2225  zabzabmonterey.com

Tuesday - Friday:
Lunch: 11 am - 2:30 pm

Dinner: 5 -9 pm
Saturday & Sunday:

Noon - 9 pm
Closed Mondays 

Zab means “Delicious, spicy and hot...” 
Zab-Zab is ultimately the feeling of 
what our delicious, spicy and hot food 
provides you! 

Dog Friendly • Patio Seating 

Thank You For Voting Us Best Thai Restaurant on the Peninsula! 

He launched his chiropractic practice in 
Monterey in 2003, the same year he became 
head coach of the Carmel High water polo team, 
a post he held through the 2016 season. 

“Being a chiropractor is one of the most re-
warding things,” he says. “We get to watch peo-
ple reduce or eliminate their pain, and get back 
to healthy living, day in and day out. It’s a lot 
of fun coming to work every day and watching 
people’s lives change.” 

n Best Estate Planning 
Attorney
Kyle Krasa — 704-D Forest Ave., Pacific 
Grove - Call for an appointment - (831) 920-
0205 – krasalaw.com

ademic excellence in medical scholarship. He’s 
been practicing in Monterey since 1994. “Su-
perb patient care is my specialty.” 

n Best Chiropractor
Aaron Gaily — 1299 Pacific, Monterey - 
Monday, Wednesday and Thursday, 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m.; Tuesday, 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. - (831) 657-
0191 - chiropractormontereyca.com

Born on the Monterey Peninsula and raised 
in Carmel Valley, Dr. Gaily was a 1995 gradu-
ate of Carmel High, where he was a standout in 
water sports. 

Talk about local roots! Kyle Krasa’s grand-
father, Karel A. Krasa, taught Czech at the 
Defense Language Institute while his grand-
mother, Zdena, worked at a Monterey cannery. 

From previous page

Continues next page

His mother, Joan, taught for nearly 30 years at 
Bay View Elementary in Monterey, and his fa-

Roofing & Solar Perfected

(831) 375-8158
www.dorityroofing.com

Lic. #728609

 

Roofing & Solar Perfected 
 

67 years serving your roofing needs

Roof and ground mount systems

(831) 394-8581
 rossroofing1950.com

JB Window Cleaning
Residential & Commercial

Mirrors - Screens - Solar Panels - Graffiti 
Skylights - Rain Gutters - Hard Water Stains

Jorge Bracamontes 831.601.1206
www.jbwindowcleaning.net

Rod Woodard – Interiors
Window & Floor Coverings, Since 1986

ROD WOODARD, OWNER

Free In-Home Shopping
(831) 625-5339

25270 Allen Place, Carmel CA 93923

w ROOFING

QUALITY & LOW COST 
TREE SERVICE

Trimming, Topping, 
Removal, Oak and Pine 

firewood & more.
Free estimates. 

Bonded & ensured. 

831.402.2746

We beat any bid.
First time 10% OFF

Lic. #1031715

w PIANO

408-767-2990 • 8401 Church Street/Welburn

FREE DELIVERY
with this AD

GILROY PIANO OUTLET
 NEW PIANO STORE
SALES • RENTALS • LESSONS

Digital Hybrid Pianos
KAWAI • YAMAHA

Large Selection of Used Pianos

WWW.GILROYPIANOOUTLET.COM
See Our Website for Bargains & Inventory

Open
Mon-Tues-�urs-Fri 10 am to 3 pm

Saturday 10-5 • Sunday 1-5 Closed Wednesday

Lorem ipsumWWW.GILROYPIANOOUTLET.COM

NEW PIANO STORE
LARGE SELECTION

We Deliver/Pickup to Carmel
 NEW-USED-REBUILT-CONSIGN
KAWAI - STEINWAY - YAMAHA 

BALDWIN & PLAYER PIANO SYSTEMS
Please Call or Check Website for

STORE HOURS or for Appointments

w TREE SERVICE

S E R V I C E  D I R E C T O R Y

w WINDOW CLEANING

IVERSON’S TREE SERVICE 
& STUMP REMOVAL

Complete Tree Service
Fully Insured

Lic. # 677370

Call (831) 625-5743

w WINDOW COVERINGS

Conor William Tree
831.583.5979 

Arborist and Tree Climber - ISA Cert. WE-8908A
Caring for & pruning trees using Best Practices

Estimates are free - Licensed and insured

w TREE SERVICE

20162008 2009 2010 2013 2014 2015

2018                                                                                                                                   

2017

Thank You,
to the community for 

voting us

B E S T  D E N T I S T

C R E AT I N G  B E AU T I F U L  S M I L E S
Cosmetic Dentistry • Cerec One Visit Crowns 

Cleanings & Prevention • Invisalign • Teeth Bleaching

BRADFORD A. CARL,

Bradford A. Carl, DDS
26485 Carmel Rancho Blvd., Ste 3 • Carmel

831.624.2111 • bradfordcarl.com
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590 Fremont Street, Monterey  831-373-1801 
elesterocarwash.com

2008-2018!

1010

542 Abrego St  |  Monterey, CA 93940-3245
831-649-3322

Services:
 Men’s shoes
 Women’s shoes
 Luggage
 Hand bags
 Equestrian
 Furniture
 Drive-Thru Service

Come in and mention our Award, 
and receive a 10% discount off services. 

(Exp. 11/30/18)

We would like to THANK 
the Carmel Pine Cone readers for voting us 

BEST SHOE REPAIR on the Peninsula

2018 With over 70 years of service to the 
community and 29 Top National Awards 

for Workmanship, we are still the Best!

Rich with Community Heart
Experienced Teachers, Teacher Training

& Heated Floors

Seaside Yoga Sanctuary
   WHERE YOGA IS FOR EVERYONE

Carmel Plaza, Ocean & Mission, Carmel
300 Grand Ave, Pacific Grove
831.899.YOGA (9642)  |  http://www.seasideyogasanctuary.com/

NOW IN CARMEL!

Daily Classes, Special Events 
& Workshops

Thank You for Voting us Best Yoga Studio 
on the Monterey Peninsula! 

2018

of Pittsburgh and the University of Santa Clara 
School of Law. He says, “Much thanks to my 
two partners as well as the other members of our 
local bar association who make the practice of 
law enjoyable for me. I also want to thank the 
incredible staff at Spiering, Swartz & Kennedy.”

n Best Defense Attorney
Larry Biegel — 2801 Monterey-Salinas 
Highway, Suite A, Monterey - (831) 525-4080 
- biegellaw.com

Biegel, a multi-time honoree by readers as 
winner of the Golden Pine Cone, has successful-
ly tried criminal cases involving major felonies 
(including a death penalty case), civil actions in-
volving complex business issues, and personal 
injury cases. He’s a past president of the Mon-
terey County Bar Association, and was the 2006 
winner of the Lewis L. Fenton Award, which 
recognized his outstanding jury trial skills. His 
wife, Cristina, is a partner in the firm. If you’re 
in a legal mess, our readers recommend Biegel 
as the attorney to call.

n Best Insurance Agent 

Matt Little Jr., Carmel Insurance 
— San Carlos and Eighth - Mon-Fri 8:30-
4:30 p.m. - (831) 624-1234 

ther, Peter, was an elementary school adminis-
trator and principal. As a student at UC Davis 
School of Law, Kyle already had his heart set on 
a career in estate planning, elder law/Medicaid 
planning, probate/estate administration, and as-
set protection. He brings a passion for those spe-
cialties to a practice that clearly is appreciated 
by his clientele. Outside the office, Krasa leads 
an active life that includes playing ice hockey, 
hiking, cycling, swimming, golf, classic cars, 
and rooting for the Green Bay Packers, of which 
he is a proud shareholder.

n Best Lawyer if You 
Need to Sue Somebody
Andy Swartz — 550 Hartnell, Suite A-1, 
Monterey - Call for an appointment - (831) 
373-3235 or (800) 624-9911 - ssklaw.com

If there’s a wrong that needs to be righted 
in the legal arena, the man to call, according 
to readers, is Andrew Swartz, a repeat winner 
of the Golden Pine Cone. He has practiced 
law in Monterey since 1973, specializing in a 
broad spectrum of civil litigation for plaintiffs 
and defendants, ranging from personal injury to 
defamation, and has won multiple high-profile 
cases. Swartz holds degrees from the University 

The family legacy of Matt Little dates back 
three generations in Carmel. Robert Little 
opened Carmel Insurance Agency, Inc. in 1948, 
when he began delivering quality solutions in 
the areas of commercial, personal health and life 
insurance. In 1968 the agency became a corpo-
ration, with son Matt Little taking the reins as 
president. 

Today Matt works alongside his daughter, 
Amy, and son Matt Jr., serving markets in Cal-
ifornia, Oregon, Nevada, Arizona, Texas, Colo-
rado, Florida, Georgia, Michigan, and Hawaii. 
They take pride in providing outstanding per-
sonalized customer service, which, no doubt, 
is the reason this family business has won the 
Golden Pine Cone award again and again. 

n Best Shoe Repair
Federico’s Drive-In Shoe Ser-
vice — 542 Abrego St., Monterey – Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. - (831) 
649-3322 – federicoshoes.com

Since 1939, Federico’s Drive-In Shoe Ser-
vice in Old Monterey has brought old world 
craftsmanship and the art of shoe repair to the 
Monterey Peninsula, instilling new life into all 
kinds of footwear with repairs, polishes, shin-
ing, dyeing and more. You just don’t find busi-
nesses like this one anymore, but, thankfully, 
Federico’s continues to thrive. This outstanding, 
family-run operation takes great pride in its 
quality work and customer service, earning and 
maintaining the affection of a community that 
has made Federico’s a multi-time winner of a 
Golden Pine Cone.

From previous page

Continues next page

n Best School
All Saints’ Day School — 8060 Carmel 
Valley Road - (831) 624-9171 - asds.org

All Saints’ Day School is an Episcopal 
school in Carmel Valley for students pre-school 
to eighth grade, founded in 1961. According 
to the California Association of Independent 
Schools, “An All Saints’ education has always 
been distinguished by the excellence of the aca-
demic program, the focus on service to the com-
munity, and the emphasis on the education of 
the whole child, as shown by the strong curricu-
lar and co-curricular offerings, including music, 
visual and performing arts, physical education, 
technology and character education.”

n Best Teacher
Bill Schrier, Carmel High School 
— 3600 Ocean Ave. — 831-624-1821 - car-
melunified.org/Page/1931

Schrier was previously a pilot, Naval officer, 
and a lawyer, and now he’s a high school teacher 
with a Golden Pine Cone. “I became a teacher 
at 45 after having a career as a lawyer and this 
is far and away the most rewarding job I have 
had. I look forward to going to work every day 
and I just love being around the students and my 
colleagues.” He teaches AP Government and 
Politics, AP Human Geography, and coaches 
the mock trial team, which won a world title in 
2016.
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CARMEL (831) 626-2112   SALINAS (831) 250-5559

www.blueadobemortgage.com  •  info@blueadobemortgage.com
26625 Carmel Center Place, Suite 100 Carmel, CA 93923 | Branch NMLS ID# 379702 | 362 Main Street,  Salinas, CA 93901 | Branch NMLS ID# 1224889

Summit Funding, Inc. NMLS ID# 3199 | An Approved Equal Housing Lender

THANK YOU!
We want to say a big thank you to our community, clients, REALTOR 

partners and employees for their continued trust in Blue Adobe 
Mortgage. We appreciate your vote as Best Real Estate Lender!

2018

teaching students how to problem-solve and 
think and helping to foster their creativity, and 
we are teaching them how to be people of char-
acter.” And on winning and going to work every 
day, “It’s a privilege and an honor to be principal 
at such an amazing school with such fantastic 
staff, parents and students.” 

n My Favorite Nonprofit
Dance Kids of Monterey County — 
Sunset Center, Cottage #17, San Carlos Street 
at 10th Ave., Carmel-By-The-Sea – Monday 
through Sunday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.- (831) 622-
9008 - dancekids.org

Dance Kids of Monterey County was started 
in 1993 to provide ongoing performance oppor-
tunities in dance and theater arts to the youth of 

n Best Principal
Ryan Peterson, Tularcitos & 
River schools — 33 Ford Rd., Carmel 
Valley – (831) 620-8195 - carmelunified.org/
tularcitos

Mr. Peterson was a math teacher and assis-
tant principal in the Palo Alto Unified School 
District for nine years before he joined the Car-
mel Unified School District in the 2008-2009 
school year as the assistant principal at Carmel 
Middle School. “Those leadership roles pushed 
me to become a better educator.” The classroom 
experience provided him with insights of the 
qualities that a teacher should have. “We are 

Monterey County. The troupe is well-known for 
its performance of the Nutcracker, playing for 
its 25th consecutive year this December. Part of 
their mission is with the Community Partnership 
for Youth, which is a prevention program pro-

From previous page viding positive alternatives to gangs, drugs, and 
violence while reinforcing individual strengths. 
Founder Carol Richmond says, “It is an honor to 
be chosen for this award considering the many 
worthy non-profits on the Monterey Peninsula.”

Press releases about newsworthy events should go to 
the following Pine Cone reporters:

Mary Schley: Carmel-by-the-Sea, food & wine, police, fire, 
criminal courts and schools
mary@carmelpinecone.com

Chris Counts: Carmel Valley, Big Sur, Arts & Entertainment 
and scholastic sports

chris@carmelpinecone.com

Kelly Nix: Pacific Grove, Pebble Beach, Monterey, Seaside, state government,
civil courts and water

kelly@carmelpinecone.com

Letters to the editor are only accepted by email and should be sent to 
mail@carmelpinecone.com

The Carmel Pine Cone
Press Release guidelines

.com
Roya Javid, MD, MHS | Medical, Surgical, Cosmetic

Monterey 
Peninsula’s Premier 

Medical Dermatology
MOHs Skin Cancer Surgery
  Skin Rejuvenation Center   
Acne Treatment Center
Aesthetician Services

          831-293-8458    
757 Pacific Street, #C3, Monterey, CA 93940

-Ultherapy Non-Surgical Lift
-Kybella Injectable for Chin Fat
-Laser Skin Rejuvenation
-NO pain with Pro-Nox
-Rejuvenation for MEN

Best Dermatologist 2018
Best Skin Care 2018

Voted         Carmel Pine Cone’s

A Heartfelt Thank You to the Community

Come Visit Our New Office!

Holiday Skin Prep
Starts Now! 
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MOTHER
EQUIPMENT

A.L.C.
Rails

Isabel Marant
Rag & Bone
NILI LOTAN
giada forte

VERONICA BEARD
BROCHU WALKER

VINCE
ANTIK BATIK
alice + olivia

Velvet
IRO

theory
ELIZABETH and JAMES

L’Agence
Smythe

CALYPSO
Diane von Furstenberg

Raquel Allegra
INHABIT

360Sweater
REBECCA TAYLOR

Michael Stars
Enza Costa

Sea NY
JAMES PERSE

CITIZENS of HUMANITY
XíRENA

Goldsign
CURRENT/ELLIOTT

Saloni
ATM

Tanya Taylor
pas de calais

Frank & Eileen

HANDBAGS
Jerome Dreyfuss

Clare V.
ANNABEL INGALL

HENRY CUIR
Rag & Bone

SHOES
Isabel Marant

VINCE
Golden Goose

ANINE BING
Loeffler Randal

pedro garcía

Paloosh
Open Daily 10–6 
Ocean Ave & Dolores St. 
Carmel ~ 831-626-2773

GBG
Open Daily 10–6 
Mission St. & 7th Avenue 
Carmel ~ 831-626-3368
COMPLIMENTARY PARKING

Best Women’s 
Clothing Boutique
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